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INTRODUCTION 


I received the shock of my hfe it the meeting of the Round Table 
Conference In the face of danger the Hindu sentiment, the Hindu 
mind the Hindu attitude led mc to the conclusion that there was no 
hope of umity I felt very pessimistic about my country The position 
was most unfortunate The Musalmans were like the No Man s Land, 
they were Icd by cithcr the Munkeys of the Brush Government or the 
camp-followers of the Congress Whenever attempts were made to 
orgamse Mushms toadies and flunkcys on the one hand and traitors 
m the Congress camp on the other frustrated the efforts 1 began to 
fecl that nether could I help Incha nor change the Hindu mentality, 
nor could I make the Musalmans realise the precarious position T| 
felt so disappointed ind so depressed that I decided to settle down in 
London Not that [ did not love India, but I felt utterly helpless I kept 
in touch with India At the cnd of four years 1 found that the 
Mus ilmans were in the greatest danger IT made up my mind to come 
back to India as I could not do any good from London ! 


Qualid-1-Avam. Mohammad Ah Jinnah thus addressed the 
Aligarh Students on 5 February 1938 ubout his experience at the 
Indian Round Table Conference in| London and what brought him 
back to India at the end of 1934 


In 1967 Professor CH Philips of the University of London 
organized a seminar on the partition of India called the ‘Partition 
Seminar’ Leading researchers and academics and the surviving 
pohucians and admimstrators in) Brita and the Indian 
subcontinent who had shared in or had close knowledge of events 
in the pre-independence penod were invited to present papers and 
join in the discussion The proceedings of the seminar were latcr 
published ? After the whole cxercise had been concluded, 
Professor Philips spoke of his expenences and conclusions in a 
lecture delivered at Cambndge under the auspices of the 
Cambridge University South Asia Centre Among the audience 


‘Infra, 233 34 


2C H Philips and M D Wamwnight (cds ) The Partition of India Policies and 
Perspectives 1935 1947 George Allen and Unwim Lid London 1970 
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at this gathering were Percival Spear, Nicholas Manscrgh and Enric 
Stoke, all three distinguished Cambndge University scholars on 
South Asia, now unfortunatcly deccased The editor of thrs book 
was also prescnt In his discourse, Professor Philips stated that 
Jinnah had litle foHowimg unti! 1935 He then posed a question as 
to how it was that in only the next 2-3 years Jinnah became a 
dominant figure on the Indian scene Professor Philips considered 
the upliftment of Jinnah in this short period a mystery which, he 
thought necded to be unravelicd 


Much has been written on the Parton of India and the actors in 
the drama in the hght of the records and the sccret and confidential 
documents since released in Britain, India and Pakistan 
Researches on Jinnah have also appeared, some of them 
commendable However, there ts still a need to caplore material 
from onginal sources and compile it, that his collected works be 
published and objective assessment of his role in modem Indian 
history written The present volume of his specches and statements 
from 1935 to March 1940! entitled The Nation’s Votre deals 
only with a part of his career and gocs some way to answer 
Professor Philips’ question 


Jinnah Ieft India in 1930 primarily to help resolve the Indian 
quesuion at the Indian Round Table Conference m London in the 
convening of whichhe had a major share For rcasons, chicf among 
which being the difficulty of the Hindu-Muslim question, his 
ambiuon to secure for India major political advancement was 
frustrated In sheer despair, he set up a home 1n London wherc he 


'Jannah’s speeches delivered in the Indian Legislative Assembly are not included 
in the present volume The Quaid 1 Azam Acadcmy published them separatcly 
last year as—Waheed Ahmad, (ed ), Quaid : Azam Mohammad Al: Jinnah 
Speeches Indian Legislative Assembly, 1935 1947 Quaid 1 Azam Academy 

arach: 1991 There are altogether filty items covering the period from January 
1935 to March 1940 
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lived waiting and watching as he explains above ' It was at the end 
of 1934 that he returned to India He was clectcd to the Indian 
Legislative Assembly unopposed in absentia from his Bombay 
Urban Mohammedan constituency im the autumn of 1934 He 
resumed his seat in Delhi in January 1935 


Aficr having attended the Indian Assembly scssions from 
January to March 1935, he left for England in Apnl to wind up his 
affairs in London fle finally returned to India in November 1935 
and at once gave senous thought to reorgamying the almost 
defunct All India Mushm League for the cnsuing provincial 
elections under the Government of India Act, 1935, which had 
just been enacted From a study of this volume, the reader will 
observe how the Muslim League was organized from the grass 
roots and mass support for 1 mobuizced, how the League attained 
popularity such as tt never had donc before since its birth in 1906 
and how the League gathered strength enough to be able to speak 
to the Congress and the Government not only on a level of equality 
but also to exercise the veto against one-sided power devolution 


But that position was achieved only towards the end How 
Ieaderiess the Muslims were initially in 1935 can be seen from the 
following fact In Apnl 1935, Jinnah intended to travel to Bntain 
and asked that the League session, fixed for the same month in 
Lahore and arrangements for holding it having reached an 
advanced stage, be indefinitely postponca The session was indeed 
postponed at the last hour without dissent and no annual session 
of the League was held in 1935 Similarly, on his return to India in 
November of the same ycar, when he desired that the session be 
held, the same was, in fact, convened at Bombay in Apnl 1936 
When this posiuon of Mushms 1s viewed vis-a-vis the well 
orgamvced Indian National Congress — some idea about its 


T shall dcal with this aspect of ns carcecr in my forthcoming book Quaid 1 Avam 
M A Jinnah Middle Vea, 1923 1935 See also Introducuen Waheed Ahmad 
(ed) Jinnah Linithgow Correspondence, 1939 1943 Research Socicty of 
Pakistan, Lahore, 1978 
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strength can be had from the resolutions pnntcd as appendices 
XX-X XIHin the followmg pages — with whom the Muslim League 
had to contend, and the entrenched imperial government 1t had to 
negotuate with, it was a matter of grave concern indeed, especially 
as events m Indta had been moving extraordinanly fast 


In a letter to Jinnah, a prominent Leaguer from Patna voiced his 
concern on the very New Year’s Day 1936 thus 


Ircadof the activities of your body on paper only There is no branch Iiving 
or working in any of the provinces particularly in Bihar [tis highly d mgecrous 
as 101s at present to leave things in the hands of individuals There must be a 
stocktaking at the end of the year from cach of the branches if there 1s any at 
all 


The so called pretenders from cach of the provinces have donc nothing, so 
far to hbcralize and popularize the object of the League [thas suffered at the 
hands of the sclfish mongers [hope th itcven now at this crincal moment you 
wall give the right lead by thoroughly overhiuhng the whole League Pam 
disappointed ind ash imed of ats present acuivities } 


This represented the general state of helplessness of 
Muslims all over India 


Jinnah, on return therefore, cncounterced, first and foremost, the 
problem of welding together the divided, disorganized and 1l- 
equipped Muslim community Besides this most formidable task, 
he faced two powerful adversanecs, Bnush imperial power and 
the Indian National Congress He had reached the inescapable 
conclusion that his success with the two extemal forces was 
inevitably dependent upon the success which he could achieve with 
his own peopic By the end of the period covered tn this volume, 
he had accomplished his chief target of uniting Muslim India to an 
unprecedented degree under the League banner By then, the 
Muslims had also determined their goal and ther voice and neither 
the Congress nor the government could ignore these without nsk 


‘Syed Muhammad Ismail to MA Jinnah, 1 January 1936, Mushm Leaguc 
Documents Vol 174 pp 46-47 
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Let us now examine, one by one, how Jinnah dealt with the above 
three areas beginning from 1935 to March 1940 


Mushtm Community and the Muslim League 


First, the Muslim community and 11s accredited organisation, the 
All India Muslim League A few instances of the Mushm 
decadence have been given above, a fuller story will emerge when, 
if ever, the history of the Ail India Muslim League 1s written 
Muslim League records, at least of the central office, 
approximatcly 8-900 volumes, have been salvaged and are 
available for scrutiny ' However, the documents printed on the 
succeeding pages serve as a guide and enabic the reader to learn 
of the state at the outset Let us ourselves summarize the posiuion 
of the League on the eve of Jinnah’s return) Housed 1n a rented 
portion of a building in an area in Delhi? where the Muslim 
population predominated, the Muslim League, the only body the 
Indian Muslims could look to for succour,? was poorly financed and 
its ill-equipped office was managed by a poorly paid assistant 
secrctary* and a messenger Most of its members were in arrears 


"See appendix I 


2On being shifted from Lucknow to Dclhi in 1927 the League office was housed 
on the first floor of Abid Buldmg Bahmaran Strect on a monthly rent of Rs 35 
(Itis aimed occupied by shoe manufacturing units) In 1939 11 was moved to 
Faz Bava Daryigany in atwo floor building owncd by Lala Bishan Narain on 
a monthly rentof Rs 65 There the League central office remained ull Parution 
Presently this place is used as a guest house and restaurant Khalid Shamsul 
Hasan Sindh’s Fight Por Pakistan, Shamsul Hasan Foundation for Historical 
Studies & Research Karachn 1992 captions on photographs 2 3 


*For ex ample in Fcbruary 1933 when the question of um ilgamaton of the All India 
Musiim C onfercnce with the All India Muslim League was placed on the agenda 
of the Council mccting of the League it was viewed thal the name of the umted 
body must remain Aji India Mushm League as it carries with it a glorious 
tradiuon’ of ‘achicvement worthy of its ‘name’ Sce Mushm League 
Documents, Vol 210, pp 7 and 16 respectively for notice of mceung and agenda 
dated 20 Febmary 1933 by Honorary Sccretary, All India Muslim League and 
Icttcr dated 28 February 1933 to the Secretary Al India Mushm League from 
Muhammad Abdullah Secretary, Assam Provincial Mushm Lrague 


*Syed Shamsul Hasan (1885 1981) His share in keeping the League office and its 
activitics alive and going and in mamtaming and keeping intact the Mushm 
League records and correspondence for histoncal purposes 1s much greater than 
his ordinary position in the League office would suggest There 1s, in my vicw 
anced that a full bhography of this diminutive League functionary 16 written 
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in the payment of their subscnpuion It had no press and no 
newspaper to articulate 1s position and views directly and 
independently In its limited upper hicrarchy, counsels were 
divided! and although there was a gencral reali7auion that the 
position of the Muslims dispersed all over India was being run 
down, there was hardly, from any quarter, any logical thinking 
about how to salvage it 


The 1935 Acthad been cnacted mn August 1935 when Jinnah was 
in London By this ume events in Europe and elsewhere Icading 
later to World War had begun to altract attention away from 
India of leading Bntush pohticians chicf among them, incidentally, 
Winston Churchill, the principal leader,unti) then, of anti-Indian 
reform agitation However, during the pre-war years’ before 1935, 

for a long time,’ India had remained ‘one of the domtmant 
qucsuons’ of the Empire and had engaged the undivided attenuion 
of leading poltticians in Bntain? Indeed the Act had as its 
background the prolonged and persistent Bolsh endeavour since 
at least 1927 when the Simon Commission had been appointed, and 
the India Office, the Viceroy-designate Linhthgow and several 


TAS anexample at the Council meciing of the All India Muslim League held at 
Delhi on 12 March 1933 presided over by Miin Abdul Aviv ind attended by 
among others Maulv: Muhammad Yakub Choudhim Abdul Miatn Allama 
Iqbal, SM Abdulla Muhammad Yimin Khin and Liaquat Ali Khin= the 
following meident occurred The President [Msan Abdul Avis] read astateme nt 
signcd by Mr Jafr: and Nawabsida Khurshid Ah Khan raining a technical 
objection against the validity of Sir Muhammad Yakub 5s clection aw Honorary 
Secretary of the Leaguc the President ruled that the objection wis in order and 
declared that the office of the Scerctary was vicant He then abrupuly dispersed 
the mceung without giving any opportt nity to the Council to consider Mr Jafri s 
statement * At the next emergency mecung of the Council on 28 May 1933 the 
President Mian Abdul Aviz, was voted outof office by a rcsoluuion of fourteen 
members of the Leaguc Council Sce /bid pp 31 32 and 43-44 respectively for 
the procecdings of the meetings of the Council of the All India Muslim Le ague 
on 12 March and 28 May 1935 


Incidentally the above Council meeting on 12 March 1933 hid also adopted the 
following resolution ‘On Mr Abdul M itin 6 motion 11 was unanimously resolved 
that in vicw of the present cnucal political situation in the country the € ouncil of 
the League request Mr M A_ Jinnah to come ovcr to India to give a Iead to the 
Indian Musalmans /bid, p 32 


?Templewood (formerly S umucl Hoarc, Scerctary of State for India 1931 35) to 
Halifax (formerly Lord Irwin Viccroy 1926 31) 16 July 1953 Tumplewood 
Collection Indta Office Library, MSS Eur E 240/75 
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eminent persons m Britain with Indian backgrounds such as 
Lothian, Hahfax, Samucl Hoare and Zetland were mindful that 
despite the gloom in Europe, Indra could not be :gnored and the 
provisions of the Act both at the ccntre and 1n the provinces had to 
be implemented without delay 


The All India Federation was not to come about until a certain 
percentage of the Pnnces had acceded to it on conditions of their 
own choosing ' This did not happen tll World War II crupted in 
Scptember 1939 In consequence, the federal programme was, in 
effect, abandoned as the warcommenced However, the provincial 
part of the Act known as ‘Provincial Autonomy” had no such 
difficulty and it was to be operauional on the formation of 
representative provincial governments based on the results of 
elections which the Indian partics had to contest Although no party 
in India approved of the Act either as regards the centre or the 
provinces, both the Indian National Congress and the Muslim 
League participated m the 1936-37 clecuons and elected 
governmcnts were installed in the provinces as a result 


The above programme gave Jinnah an opportunity of not only 
entering the election arena but also, in the process, of making the 
Muslim masses aware of the need to consolidate thetr posiuon and 
mobile their resources under the banner of the League Hence, in 
the very first annual session over which he presidcd on rectum, 
11-12 April 1936, he was authorized to consutute Muslim League 


'The Act had land down that the Federation was to be established by a Royal 
Proclam iven upon an address to His Majesty by each House of Parhament that 
the required conditions hid been fulfilled The conditions were that the Rulers 
of States enticed to) not less thin fifty two’ seats out of a total of 104 m the 
Council of State representaung an iggregate population of at Icast one half of 
the total population of Stutcs had si pace Instrumcnis of Acccssion’ declaring 
that cach of them had acceded to the Federation Sec [26 Geo 5] Government of 
India Act 1979 [CH 2], Section 6 The population figure State wise and the 
Stales quota of scats — smaller States had to share scats — was given in Part 
of the Farst Schedule of the Act For details of the Federal proposal at the Round 
Table Conference and its analysis and outcome sco Wahced Ahmid Road to 
Indian Freedom, Ciaran Book House Lahore 1979 especially chapter TH 
cnutlkd The Princes ind the Concept of an All India Federation pp 80 115 
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Parliamentary Boards in different provinces in India The Boards 
were accordingly constituted and candidatcs for clection chosen, 
not without difficulty and acmmony though, especially in arcas 
where Muslims predominated populauionwise The expansion of 
Mushm League branches and the enrolment of members at distnct 
and lower levels then began For a better understanding of the 
Situation, 1t would be useful if stausucs of progress are prepared 
and cited However, the result was worth the effort and the success 
achieved was considerable Weak and haggard, he toured and 
spoke all over India almost without a break An ecxamination of the 
table of contents of this book will show 1 was a marathon pohucal 
expedition People who commanded influence such as Iqbal, 
Maulana Shaukat Ah, Begum Muhammad Ali and Liaquat Alt 
Khan flocked to him and from the elitist Muslim circle he soon 
reached the masses by interpreting their will and highlighting 
their case in biung arguments The student community, especially 
at Altgarh, the principal Alma Matcr of the Muslims, adored him 
for his qualitics of head and heart, his sincenty and integrity and 
ability to deliver the goods Hts appeal especially in the Musi:m 
muinonity areas was greatcr where the effects of acts of indiscreuon 
by the Congress Ieadership were more acutely felt To explain ihe 
posiuon to the reader from different aspects, three documcnis from 
the Muslim League records arc cited bciow 


1 Letter(Urdu), S M Yousuf, Contractor and General Merchant, 
Bhagalpur (Bihar), 3 September 1937 10 Husain M  Mahk, 
Honorary Joint Secretary, All India Muslim League {summuansed ] 


Descnbcs the problems and hurdles in the way of enrolment of Muslims as 
members of the Lcague away from the Congress in the area of Bhagalpur and 
reports the results of the enrolmcntcampaign Says he succceded mcnrojhing 
fifty members in two days Hopes that he would succced in raising 
membership to five hundred among those who could afford membership foc 
of annas four or pay by corn of equivalent value Says the villagers could 
pay by com morc easily Since people in the area are very poor membership 
could go up to four to five thousand if no membership fce 1s charged ! 


'Mushm Leagne Documents Vol 174 pp 44-45 
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2 Telegram, Hatum Alavi, Karachi, 15 October 1937 to 
MA Jinnah 


‘League's greatest need 1s to effectively answer Jawaharlal’s criucism that 
League has all officers but no soldiers Muslims being educationally 
cconomically and politically backward, League must creatively work on all 
the three fronts Sind Muslims have greatest confidence in your leadership 
Humbly sugg¢ st you to renounce practice and devote undivided attention to 


your unshephered community May we not expect this from one combining 
the sweuct name of Mahomed and Ah ! 


3 Letter, Muhammad Ishaque, Assistant Secretary, Gaya 
District Muslim League, Gaya, 21 January 1938 to the Secretary, 
Al India Mushm League, Delhi 


‘To have the honour to inform you that a new sitvahon has recently 
dev cloped atGay a On the occasion of Mr Jinnah s visi to Gaya the Mushms 
crected numcrous arches and gates on the road The Chairman of Gaya 
Municipality who also happens to be the Presidentof the Gaya Dist Congress 
Conimiltice has sent two nouces to Mr Md Ashique Advocate, President 
of the Gaya Dist Mushm League to show cause why he should not be 
prosccuted Foun enclosing true copics of the suid noticcs The local Mushms 
ire greatly agitated over the matter and are cven prepared to defy law 


As the situation is criical please place the matter before the |Musiim 

Le igue Parliamentary] Board and Ict me know the line of actien to be taken 

m the matter An carly reply wath detailed mstnictions 1s solicued ? 

It may be noted that Jinnah only speiicd out msucs, mentioned 
instances Of injustice and the implication and consequences of the 
acuons and intenuons of adversanes He did not suggest solutions, 
he only asked the Muslim community to mobilize its resources for 
a4 common purpose and sirengthen the Muslim League In it, he 
assured, lay theirsalvation It was tess than a year before the Lahore 
session of the League of 1940 that he, perhaps for the first ume, 
used the word ‘Nation’? in relation to Indian Muslims He had, it 
seems, concluded that after Muslim solidanty had been achieved, 
Muslims would themselves specify, independently of him, their 


"Mushm La igue Documents Wot 179, p 56 
?Mushm Le ypuc Documcnts Vol 174 p 41 
‘Supra, p 368 
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goal which he wouid then pick up and work for Exactly a month 
before the Lahore session of the Leaguc in 1940, he had proclaimed 
that he would give the Muslims ‘marching orders’ only when he 
was convinced of their readiness for 1! That situation, quite 
obviously, had been reached when on 22 March 1940, he 
proclaimed that since ‘Musalmans are a nation’ they must have a 
‘homeland, termtory and state ’? How that objective was realized 
will appear in the next volume of The Nation's Voice April 
1940-August 1947, in the preparation of which the Quaid-1-A7am 
Academy 1s currently engaged 


Mushm League vs the Indian National Congress 


Looking back casually, one could assume that events of the past 
as they happened, happened as a matter of course and it was 
predestined that they should have so happened However, who 
could have visualized initially that these two bodies—the Leaguc 
and the Congress—would eventually be the successar powers of 
the Bnush of the two independent states on the subcontinent? 


The Indian National Congress was established for the national 
purpose of educating and enabling Indians to lake advantage 
of the Bntish policy of native association ino the Indian 
administration Two decades later, the Muslim League was 
formed to safeguard the position of Indian Muslims in 
consequence of the above policy The background to the births of 
both the bodies was conservative and their policy and programme 
liberal and non-agitalional So, although the League objcclive was 
narrow and scctional, there was sccen no contradicuion in the 
purpose of the two inittally Thus, except Sir Syed Ahmed Khan 
and his close circle of Aligarh, ambitious Muslims freely enrolled 
m the Congress, in fact most of them began their political carcer 
under Congress tutorship Many cxamples of Muslims joining the 


‘Supra, p 460 
2Supra, p 486 
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Congress and ihe Congress welcoming them could be cited, chicf 
among them being that of Maulana Muhammad Ali, Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad, Maulana Hasrat Mohani and indeed Jinnah ! 


The Congress was older and bigger and avowedly national It was 
thus much better organized than the | cague, in fact, on occasion, 
the League remained only an adjunct of the Congress However, 
this position of the Congress began to be eroded with the arnval of 
Gandhi on the Indian scene in 1915 The first onslaught on 
Congress liberalism occurred in 1921 when tt accepted Gandhi’s 
programme of ‘Non-cooperation’ For the first ume, desertions 
from Congress occurred? and the schism later widened 
inrcparably Side by side with this development, the national 
character of the Congress also began to suffer The establishment 
of the League in 1906 did not disturb the national harmony, but the 
mere fact thal a separate body of the Muslims had to be created 
showcd that the scope of the Congress was not large enough to cater 
to the Changing national requirement The Lucknow Pact of 1916 
between the Congress and the League was reportedly only 
reluctantly signed,’ and, over a decade later, when the Nehru 
Report was written under Congress auspices and sancufied by 
iin later Congress proceedings, the Congress claim of being a 
nauional body came under severe stress Apparently, the bubble 
burst in the autumn of 1931 mm London where Gandhi, accompanied 


VJinnah had signed the Mushm League membership application form at London on 

10 October 1913) Maulana Muhammad Ahi had proposed and Warir Hasan 
seconded See Mushm League Documents, Vol 225 p37-A He 1s reported to 
have ‘requircd the ‘two sponsors to make a solemn preliimmary covenant that 
loyalty to the Muslim League and the Muslim interest would in no way and at no 
ume imply cvcn the shadow of disloyalty to the larger nauonal cause to which his 
life was dedicated Mehened All lina. AnAmbassador of Unity His Speeches 
& Writings, 1912 1917, with a Biographical Appreciauon by Sarojum Naidu 
und a Foreword by the Hon'ble the Rajah of Mahmudabad, Ganesh & Co, 
Madras 1918 p11 Jinnah had joincd the Congress in 1906 


2Jinnah himsclf disassociated from the Congress in December 1920 He had 
resigned from the Home Rule League two months carher See Syed Shamsul 
Hasan, Plain Mr Jinnah, Royal Book Company, Karachi, 1976, p 23 


*See appendix IL and n I, p 233 infra 
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by Madan Mohan Malaviya, had gone as the sole Congress 
representative and where the national claim of the Congress that 
it represented every sccuion was Challenged by the Indian 
minonritics combined 


This Congress failure with non-Congress bodics together with 
Gandhi’s anti-government street agitation around this time placed 
the Congress distinctly apart from the Congress of the initial days 
and also from the League and the Muslim leadership 


In the study of the League-Congress relationship after Jinnah’s 
return in 1935 to March 1940, the three distinct phases need to 
be kept m mind—first February 1935, when the Joint 
Parhamentary Committce report was debated in the Indian 
Legislative Assembly to July 1937 when Congress miunistrics 
were installed, secondly, from July 1937 to the Leaguc 
observance of the Day’ of Deliverance in December 1939 
following the dissolution of Congress mintsines the previous 
month, and thirdly the penod of the last few months before the 
Lahore League session of March 1940 


When Jinnah entered the clection arena in 1936, the base of the 
Muslim League was very narrow and it had no infrastructure to 
operate countrywide His position in 1936 was thus considcrably 
weak compared to that of the Leaguc’s nval, the Indian National 
Congress Jinnah had participated in much of the debate and 
controversy preceding the enacument of the India Act, 1935, unul 
1932, and he had approved of neither the federal nor the provincial 
parts of the Act, northe powers of reserve of the Govemor-Gencral 
or the provincial Governors This was something which, in his 
opimon, must change He had meanwhile, secn in the ensuing 
election process in the provinces and the possibility of instalment 
of elected govemments there cnough scope for democratic 
evolution Thus his pre-election position as regards the new 
constitulicn and that of the Congress was almost identical 
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although Congress, unlike Jinnah, had kept aloof aimost totally 
from the pre-1935 Act proceedings The Congress advice to 11s 
followers to abyure ‘one-sided agitation’? against the Communal 
Award had almost bridged the League-Congress gap He had 
wished to strengthen the League and redecm the Muslim position, 
but he had scen no contradiction between this and the Indtan 
nauional goal Thus the election manifestoes of the two parties were 
verysimilar In his speeches and statements in the succeeding pages 
in the pre-election pened he maintains this position and mentions 
the possibility of power-sharing after the election exercise 1s 
concluded 


As the election 1csults appeared, parties emerged with various 
degrees of success It would be an instructive exercise to examine 
the franchise as regards class, community, literate/lliterate, old/ 
young, men/women, urban/rural constutuencics, number of 
absentees from the polling booths and of the actual votes cast and 
to locate mistances of misdeeds and mismanagement in the elecuion 
exercise Flowever at the cnd of it the Congress was, by all 
accounts the most successful party, though it by no means swept 
the polls Congress won 706 seats out of a total Of 1,771, 1ts success 
among Muslims was only about 5% * The League secured 102 seats 
out of 482% and won about half of the Muslim scats it had 
contested 4 


The time then approached for the fateful work of ministry 
making Onc has yet to ascertain the full facts behind the League- 
Congress pre-election understanding for a co-operative post- 
election programme The story must be buned in documents in 
India most of them now released, however unfortunately beyond 


1Sce AICC resolution 22 23 August 1936 appendix XXI-4 

2See Ishtiaq Husain Qureshi lhe Struggle for Pakistan University of Karachi, 
1974 pp 74-75 

Ibid 

*Scc Jinnah’s press imterview p 127 28 Infra 
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oureasy reach Yet we have enough evidence in print to visualize 
what actually happened The League story 1s given by the chict 
Muslim actor in the dramain his Pathway to Pakistan? Let us see 
what the other side said Here are relevant cxtracis from a lelier 
which the Congress President wrote to his predecessor on the 
subject at that very matenal time ? 


‘T have been wanting to write to you for the last four days about a curious 
situation that has ansen here but as the urgency scecmed to pass I] delayed 
wriung I shall now put you bncfly in possession of facts 


Dunng the general clecuons in U P there was not much conflict between 
the Congress ind the Mushm League $1 was the desire of the panics to awoid 
aconflictas muchas possible andto «commodatecachothcr As we looked 
upon the elccuon campaign it was 2 tussle with the Agriculturist Party 
which wasa wholly govemment party ofbig Zamindars The Li aguc was iso 
opposmg them = Wedd not wantto spht the forces opposed lo pure reachon 

There was no kind of arrangement between the UP Congress and the 
League but a4 kind of convention de vcloped 


Towards the cnd of Junc, a hule before the WC [Working Committcc | 
meetmng the UP Mushm League leaders Khaliquezaman ind Nawab Ismail 
Khan made an approach towards the Congress Tins had obviously some 
connection with the possibility of mimstines They pointed out that }astM och 
their Parliamentary Board had offcred co operation io the UP Congress Party 
on the basis of the Wardha Programme * as laid down by the WC and were 
prepared to work under the discipline of the Congress Party 


‘When Maulana Abdul Kalam went to Lucknow from Wardha he saw 
Khaliq who told him that he was practically prepared to give him a blank 
cheque provided two of their number were included 1m the ministry —himsclf 
and Nawab Ismail! Khan the president of the UP Board Maulana looked at 
allthis with some suspicion buthe fell attracicd by the possibility of the whole 
Mushm League ceasing to exist as 4 scparalc group and being practic ally 
absorbed by the Congress 


‘He and Pant came to Allahabid and we discussed the matter at great 
Jength I dishked (we all did) this bargaining for seats in the mimsuy We 


'Choudhry Khahquz7aman Pathway to Pakistan Longmans | ahorc pp 152 88 


?Leticr, Jawaharlal Nehru to ae Prasad 21 July 1937 cited in Valmiki 
Choudhary, (ed ), Dr Rajendra Prasad Correspondem e and Select Documents, 
ioe one Paneer Private Limited New Delhi 1988 reprint first published 
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dishked taking n iwo persons who from the Congress pomt of view, were 
weak We feared reactions among the Congress men in general and the 
Congress Mush ms 1n particular, who would have been mmitated at their bemg 
excluded in preference for those who had been fighting the Congress What 
of those who had severed their conncecuon with the Leaguc and yomed us? 


“All this and more we considered and we hesitated And yet the alternative 
was worth having if 1t could be secured This was the winding up of the 
Mushm League group in the UP and its absorption in the Congress This 
would have a great effect not only m the UP bui all over India and even 
outside This would mean a free field for our work withoul communal 
troubles This would knock over the Bnush Government which relied so 
much on thcsc trouble 


We drew up these condiiions The March resolution of the WC on 
Congress policy in the legislatures was to be accepted from A to Z aficr full 
consideration so that there might be no misapprehension The Muslm 
League group will be wound up including the UP Parliumentary Board Al} 
the Muslim League MLAs to become full members of the Congress Party 
All of them to abide by the discipline of the party In by-elections no 
scparate candidates all lo suppori the Congress candidate and generally to 
cndeavour to increase the presuge of the Congress If the Congress decided 
on resignation from the ministry or from the Icgislature they would follow 
sul 


We decided to offer these conditions and also that if any condition was 
not agreed to then not to come to terms with them 


Maulana and P intj1 went to Lucknow They sent for Nawab ism aul Khan 
but he was hin Mccrut andcould notcome There were talks with Khaliq who 
agreed to all the condiuons except two the winding up of the Parlhamcentary 
Board and not io sct up separate candidates at by elecuons These were vital 
conditions Kitaliq said thathe personally would agree but he had no authority 
two do so In elifect, he pointed out this mght happen anyhow Thereupon 
Maulana said he could not give a final answer and came to Allahabad 


Ulumately we sent word that we regretted we could not alter our previous 
conditions atall, if they were acccpt_d in toto we would agree nototherwise 
We had no authority to go beyond this without consulting the WC _ So the 
matter wis dropped and Maulana Azad went off to Bombay Khaliq said he 
was unable to agree 


Because of the firmness of these UP Leagucrs and Jinnah’s strong 
watchful personality, the above Congress diktat came to nothing 
Having fatled to move closer to the objective to liquidate the 
League by this method, the Congress planned to bypass and weaken 
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the Leaguc position, already not very strong, by othermeans Some 


parliamentarians elected on League tickets were weaned away and 


a mass contact programme was launched Even a scheme was 
conceived to undermine the League from within Let us reproduce 
two items, one, Nehru’s public speech and the other a Iciter to him 


from ‘a nauionalist Mushm student of Ahgarh Muslim University 


and founder-membcr, All India Students Fedcration’ 


1 


The Congress 1s a force which no one canresist ~The Muslim Leaguc s 
cxrsicnee is scen only in a few provinces ind is confined to only a few 
Mushms belonging to the upper classes: [ts policy and programme differ 
from those of the Congress How can there be unity between the two bodies 
unless the Congress gives up ts ideals? The Hindu Muslim question 1s a 
question of the upper classes and not of the masses There is nothing like 
the Hindu Muslim qucsuon but itis the quesuon of doing away with the 
country s bondage I thercfore appe il to the Muslims to join the Congress 
in large numbers ! 


We must form a united front 1g unstthe present Alig rh regime mn aliance 
with everybody who agrecs with us——-Muslim League Independents 
Liberals etc F think there ure at least a dozen old bovs in the UP 
legislature You must approach all of them and 1f possible get a joint 
statement apart from short notice questions As for our atutude to the 
annual session of the All India Muslim League iis clear that we welcome 
every aliempt atits democratisation and that of providing 1mass basis The 
real contradiction of the Mushm League ics in the fact th ita few fcudal 
landlords and reactionarics want to exploit the backward Muslun masses 
for the retention of their privileges and 32 fundamentally re action ury 
poliucal outleck Now an cffort to widen the basis of the Muslim League 
will immediately bring them into conflict with the Muslim mass demands 
They will ry to hoodwink the masses by emphasising superfic14] issues 

We should help the Muslims to organise big mass mceuungs and to 
formulate their mass demands For instance wo must demand that the 
falukdart system must be abolished in the mterests of the Mushm Aisa, 
that indebtedness should be immechatcly hquidated that immediate 
provision should be mide for the rehef of the unemployed that all wag/ 
property should be returned to democraucally cilected bodics and finally 
we must insist that the membership of the Muslim League should be 
confined only to exploited Muslim masses This means that every Mushm 
who hives a parasiuc hfe should be excluded from the organisation of the 


‘Speech at a Muslim meeting, Ahmedabad, 17 Scpicmber 1937 fiindustan J iumes 


19 Septembau, 1937 cited in S Gopal, (ed ) Selected Works of Jawahartal Nehru, 


Vol 


IT Orient Longman, New Delhi 1976 p 180 
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Muslim League Thc purpose of this League should be to start an active and 
organised struggle against Bnush imperialism 


‘On the Palestine question we must msist that the Muslim League 
adopt the resoluuon of treble boycott passed by the Palestine confcrence 
and that the proposal of sending a deputation should be exposed You can 
take 1 on my authority that this proposal was first placed bcfore the 
Muslims at the suggestion of the Viceroy aftur Maulana Shaukat Al: had 
met him I have secn Maulana Shaukat Als own letter to Mohammad 
Mian of Allahabad narrating all that In short I suggest that mstead of 
forming an independent Mushm leaguc or acceptmg the League 
membership ana working from within, we must organise in every mohalla 
mass meciungs of Muslims and formulate their mass demands Then we 
should lead a hig demonstranon and present these demands before Mr 
Jinnah and the Mushm Leagucrs ? 


Efforts were made in the non-Conegress majonly provinces erther 
to prevent the League from forming a government or to destabilize 
govemments which were not purely Congress In the provinces 
where Congress governments had been formed, Congress ruled 
with cffect, authority and arrogance A Congress Parltamentary 
Board? had been set up as the Congress ministnes’ watchdog 
Unlike the situation in the Mushtm League body, the discipline 
exercised by the Congiess high command over the Congress 
governments and parliamentarians was almost total No one could 
ignore the central cdict without risk to one’s political career 


This and the hoisting of the Congress flag atofficial functions, the 
introduction of the Hind: language and script in schools together 
with singing of the song Bande Mataram almost scaled the 
situation The Congress intrusion in the Princely states, cspecially 
where rulers were Muslims or were sympathetic to their Musiim 
subjects, aggravated the position further The wamuing of the 
consequences Of parhamentary democracy being introduced in 
India given by Syed Ahmed Khan over half a cemtury previously 
now appeared real Instances of misrule cited in the Shareef and 
Pirpur Reports may or may not be totally correct, but all this put the 


'Siddiq Ahmad Siddiqui to Jawaharlal Nehru, 8 September 1937 cited in /bid , 
pp 178 80 


2Compnsing Vallabhbhai Patel Rayendra Prasad and Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 


XXXVII11 


Muslim community on their guard and alericd the already 
suspicious Jinnah He had possessed cnough expenence and ciose 
knowledge of people and events since the beginning of the century 
and thus needed no bnefing and Inttle reflection about how to plan 
and handle the situation The documents in the following pages 
will show that thenceforward he presented belore the masses his 
antui-Congress arguments and incisive analyses of the prevailing 
events with telling effect The tempo of his activilics increased, his 
following muluphed and the results begun to appear in the 
by-elecuions in the Muslim constitucncics Itwas not long before he 
demanded that the Congress recognize the Mushm League as the 
sole representative body of Indian Mushims and negotiate with it 
from that position 


How could the Congress mect on these terms a body whose 
liquidation they had desired only ashort while ago’? This stance was 
not without msk Azad is probably nght when he says, ‘if the 
Leaguc’s offer of co-operation [in July 1937 in the UP | had been 
accepticd, the Mushm League party would for all pracucal purposes 
have merged with the Congress it was from the UP that the 
League was reorganized Mr Jinnah took full advantage of the 
situauon and started an offensive which ultimately ied to 
Pakistan 7! 


Mushm League vs the British 


Bnush rule had replaced Mushm rule in India The events of 
1857 were bloody and the winner was ruthless towards the 
vanquished The Muslims could not be trusted, they could at any 
time repeat their altempt to stage a comeback Only ume and the 
gigantic cffort of Syed Ahmed Khan could improve mutual 
relationship until in 1906 a delegation of prominent Muslims 
could call on the Viceroy and ask, not without success, that their 


"Maulana Abu: Kalam Azad, /ndia Wins Freedom, Oricnt Longman, Calcutta 
1960 reprint first published 1959 p 161 
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community be provided with a system of scparate vote in the new 
pohtucai dispensation The Indian Khilafat movement could have 
reversed this process and revived the memory of the Crusade but for 
the utility and need m European wars of the Mushm soldicry trom 
the Punjab and the Indian north-west 


On the political front, Britain could also usc Muslims as a 
counterpoise against the Congress and the Hindu demand for 
devolution of power and the Bntish withdrawal from India The 
failure of the Indians to find a communal solution would be 
pleasing, and the Indians who would persist in communal 
negotiations and ask for the acceleration of the reform programme 
would be inconvenient and undesirable One such person was 
Jinnah At the end of the second session of the Round Table 
Conference in 1932, he was removed from further constitutional 
proceedings not without reason, even though he was living in 
London and was thus casily available Perhaps the only person 
in authonty with whom Jinnah could develop co-opcrauve 
relationship was Viceroy Irwin,1926-31 ! 


On the other hand, Hindus were more ready to icarn and imbibe 
the Bntish system, ways and culture, and although Gandhi and the 
young western educaicd Hindus in whose hands the Congress 
was gradually falling, were rebels, the Hindu-British relauonship 
was not marred by the past embittered memones within or 
outside India Hindus were also more numcrous, hence 1f and when 
the transferof power occured, as sooncr or later it inevitably would, 
the Hindus would be the mmheritors of 1t as a matter of course IL 1s 
logical that Bntain should cultivate a relationship with such 
people, the Gandhi-Irwin Pact of 1931, Gandhi's presence at the 
second session of the Indian Round Table Conference in London at 
the end o1 the year, the government's persuasive endeavour with 
the Congress to cngage them in the Ministry making process im 


4See Introduction Waheed Ahmad (cd) Junah Irwin Correspondence, 1927 
30, Research Society of Pakistan Lahore, 1969 pp 1 26 
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1937! and latcr the good working relauonship between the 
Governors and the Congress ministers m 1937-39, are cxamples of 
IL 


When provincial autonomy Wds inaugurated in 1937, the 
Muslim League minisines as such were nowhere So the 
government [clt no urgency either to talk to the Muslim Leaguc or 
its Icader Jinnah? This position, however, changed as the 
prospects Of war foomed im Europe By then, Congress 
indiscretions had boosted the positron of the Muslim League 
considerably and also the Congress had parted company with the 
government [twas then possible for Jinnah to ask the government 
what he had asked of the Congress earlier 1e to recognize the 
League as the sole representative body of the Muslims He went 
further with (he povernment and requircd them, 1 retum for co- 
opcravion in the war cilort, to give lo the TP caguc, in effect, the 
power of veto against any one-sided devolution of power The 


1One of the principal persuaders was Lord othr in Sce the following documents 
m Lothiin papers —Loumin Muniments HM Scottish Record Office CrD 40 


t Lothiimte J] Runsiy Mic Donald (Brush Pranc Minister) 27 func 1935 
ind | Ramsay Mi Donild to Eothian 28 June [935 17/297 
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1935 17/806 andlothiinteG BD Birla 31 October 1935 (17/297) and 
Ttebruuy 193 17/306 


nm Pothuinto binhthgow 31 December 1935 ind binhithgow to Lothian 1% 
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wo Zetland to Lothrin 6 August 1935 (17/305) and 1d Fcbruary 1936 17/312 
ind Lothian to /cU ind 2) November 1935 17/311 


s Lothiinto Nehru + March ind 9 April 1937 and Nehru ta Lothian, 24 
March and 18 April 1937 17/341 Also Lothian to Nehru 8 November 6 
and 41 December 1935 and Nehru to Lothian 9 November 1935 and 17 


January 1936 Jiwaharlal Nehru A Bunch of Old Letters Asia Publishing 
House, Bombay 1960 Ieticrs 114 18 


Lothian to Hihfax 20 April 3 7 and 20 May 1 17 and 18 June 1937 and 
Halifax to Lothian 2 and 22 June 1937 17/7238 


Lothiin to Gandhi 10 June and 13 July 1937 and G indh to Lothiin 24 
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government did not readily obhge him in specific terms, but 
having lost the Congress, they could not afford to lose the League 
Jinnah’s objective was, for all practical purposes, achieved The 
readers will find the above story enshnned 1n the following pages 
How he exploited the situation thus reached to his advantage will 
appear im the next volume of his speeches and statements, Apnl 
1940-August 1947 


This 1s a volume of the Quaid’s public specches and statements, 
1935-40! It 1s, However, more than that Its scope has been 
enlarged to make it, more or Iess, a history of the Mushm struggle 
for politcal survival in the subcontinent 1n the crucial penod of 
1935-40 For this reason, extensive footnotes have been added 
to assist the reader to comprchend the full meaning of events and 
incidents described in the text Biographical noics of personalities 
whose names occur in the text have been inserted in the index 
against their names to enable the reader to know who they were 
and what their buckgound was The number of appendices givenin 
the volume has reached twenty-eight, sixteen of them being 
explanatory notes and key documents They have been included 
afier carcful considcration as information contained in them 15 
central to the events and happenings in the background of which 
these speeches and statements were made Resolutions of the 
Mushm League at the 1935-40 Annual Sessions, at the Council 
mectings and the mecitngs of the Working Committee have been 
reproduced in full Similarly, resolutions of the Indian National 
Congress at their Annual sessions, at the mecungs of the All India 
Congress Committee and the Working Committee have been 
given Some of these items, on the face of 1, may appear rather 
unnecessary However, they give a complete story of postures, 
positions and operation of these bodies ws-a-ves cach other and 
also explain the government objectives The reader will thus, by a 
cross reference, sce the cross currents of politics dunng the penod 


‘Jmnah apparently made no public spcech or statement outside the Indian 
Legislative Assembly January February 1935 
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In compiling this book a vanety of sources have been used, 
chief among them being the principal pre-Independence Indian 
newspapers which are listed among sources at the end It may be 
noted however that, here in Pakistan, except for the Civil & Military 
Gazette and The Times Qn the onginal form at the Natronal 
Archives of Pakistan, Islamabad), the Star of India, the Tribune 
and the Statesman ( this last only up to 19417 with gaps) on 
microfilm, we have no complete senes of English newspapers 
either in the orginal or on mircrolilm The task of acquinng even 
this matcenal has been exhausting, so also was the work of locaung 
ems on microfilm reader-prinier and deciphenng the printouts 
We regretthat except for a few 1iems, we had no access Lo the Times 
of India senes The cost of acquirnng microfilm copies of this 
paper, which gave extensive coverage of news and events, cither 
from its head office in Bombay or from the Briush Newspaper 
Library, Colindale, London where the original serics exist, 2s 
forbidding and beyond the Academy’s means It ts a matter of 
senous consideration that they and other principal Indran dailies be 
acquired if any meaningful historical research is to be pursued 


Besides the above, a number of other published and unpublished 
sources have been used in this publication Newspaper chppings 
are avallable in the Quaid-1-Avam Papers Some of them bear no 
dates or utiles, informauon about dates and titles given on some of 
them seem doubtful We made every cifor to venfy them through 
sources in our possession or by secking confirmation from 
repositones such as the Times of India, Bombay office, Nehru 
Memornal Muscum and Library, New Delm, and the Bnush 
Newspaper Library in Colindale 


The other principal source was Jami-ud-Din Ahmad’s ploncer 


work—Speeches and Writings of Mr Jinnah! Some of Jinnah’s 


‘Jamil ud Din Ahmad Speeches and Writ 
Ashraf Lihore 1968 Cth cdition) tees teense neice ubEaeaas 
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speeches, more particularly those delivered at Ahgarh, are given 
only in this volume Jamil-ud-Din Ahmad, being an eyewitness 
of the proceedings, recorded them himsclf, otherwise these, like 
several of Jinnah’s other speeches dehvered to select audiences 
would have remained unrecorded It may thus be seen that 
despite hmitations, the spread of media reports used in this 
volume has been quite wide 


Care has been taken to give the source of infonmauoneverywhere 
and, mn cach case, an attempt has been made to reach the orginal 
source as far as possible, and the reader is assured that except for 
unavoidable punctuauion and paragraphing carricd out by the 
editor, the text has been Iecft intact The spelling of the names of 
mdividuals and insutuuions has been standardized and made 
umiform as far as possible Forexample the word ‘Mohamcd’ has 
been spclled as ‘Muhammad’ cverywhore except in the case of 
Jinnah where it has been spelicd 1 *‘Mohammad’ because that 
spelling 13; more commonly used for his name! Effort has been 
made to spell the names of other important individuals in the 
style in which they themselve chose to spell them, 1¢, Abdoolta 
Haroon, Sikander Hyat, etc 


Iam grateful to the folowing instttuuions and persons who 
assisied us and supplicd us with material and information whenever 
we approached them the National Archives of Pakistan, 
Islamabad, the Library of the University of Karacm, the Freedom 
Movement Archives, Karachi University and the National 
Docurnentation Centre, Lahore Tam also gratcful to the Archives 


In a kticr daitd 25 Apri 1893 to the Masicr of the Bench of the Hon ble Soucty 
of Lincoln’s Inn Jimnah spclkd his name as Mahomedalls Jinnahbhas The 
Deputy Registrar of the High Court of Judicature at Bombay in a certificate dated 
19 April 1929 cnturmg him onthe Rollof Advocatcs of the Court spelled his name 
as Mahomcd AliJinnah See Quaid 1 Azam Papers Files 1362 p 17 and816,p 1 
Tespecuvely He himsclf signed his name as Ma Jinnah except imrelavon to an 
account he maintaincd and operated at the [mpcrial Bank of India Bombay 
where he signed a cheque dated 18 May 1943 as Mahomcedill Jimnah  Sycd 
Shamsul Hasan Plain Mr Jinnah opcil p74 
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of the Tumes of India, Bombay, Dr Hari Dev Sharma of the Nehru 
Memortal Museum and Library, New Deihi, Professor Noorul 
Hasan Khan, Libranan, Maulana Avad Library, Aligarh Mushm 
University, Kalpana Dasgupta, Libranan, National Library, 
Calcutta, and Professor BR Nanda, ex-Director of the Nehru 
Memortal Muscum and Library, Delhi, for similar assistance In 
Bnitam, the India Office Library and the Bntush Newspaper 
Tibrary, Cohndalc, supplied us from that distance with some 
important Hens, especially the microfilm senes of Time and Tide, 
January-June 1940 Members of the Academy’s Editorial Board, 
chicfly Mukhtar Zaman, Professor Manzooruddin Ahmed and 
Khalid Shamsul Hasan gave us valuable advice The last opened up 
to us the holding of the Shamsul Hasan Foundation and made 
avanabic to us several 1arc douuments used in this volume 


J also thank Nicholas Butler of the British Council, Karachi, who 
read this introduction and made valuable suggestions 


Within the Academy the team of researchers assisted me in 
collating, Compiling and editing the maternal and proofreading 
the composed matier with care Special mention muy be made of 
Research FPullows Kafil Ahmad and Shchla Kazmi 


DA Pirrada, Hassan Ahmad, Mehru] Islam, Muhammud 
Mushtaq Khan and Zubaida {nam contributed their share in 
locating the matenal on microfilm and trom other sources and 
reading the proof SM_ Salahuddin, the Academy's Librarian, 
prepared the index The Academy succeeded mn cstabushing a 
computer and reprography unit where our young operators learnt 
the comphcated use of the equipment speedily and produced 
efficient results They are Rafat Husain Siddqiut, Muhammad 
Hasnain, Muhammad Javed and Abdul Mayid Farooqui I thank 
them all 


The manuscnpt was read several limes to Correct misprints and 
remove crrors However, full accuracy can hardly be guaranteed 
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whatever the efforn Faults also occur m the computer storage 
system We shall be much obliged to the reader for suggestions for 
incorporauion in the next volume 


Jinnah’s roic in India from the beginning of 1935 untul 14 
August 1947 serves as a new chapicr tn the history of the 
subconuncnt During this short fateful period, when the separaust 
programme cvolved as a reality and matured, March 1940 15 only 
astaging post Inthe present volume, we have given only one phase 
ofthis achievement, the other, from 1 Apnl 1940 to 14 August 1947, 
will appear in the next volume The two publications together 
will provide the reader with authentic historical literature for 
understanding the genesis of the Pakistan movement and the 
Quaid’s place m it 


Waheed Ahmad 
Director 

Quaid-1-Avam Academy 
S Novembcr 1992 
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1 Jimnah-Rajendra Prasad Negotiations Fail! 


New Delhi, March 1. Babu Rajendra Prasad, the Congress 
President, and Mr M A Jinnah, President of the Muslim League, 
who were Carrying on negotiations for a communal scitiement,? 
havc issucd the following joint statement above their signatures 


“We have made an earncst effort to find a solution of the 
communal problem which would sausfy all the parties 


'Press statement, Civil & Miluary Gazette 2 March 1935 


?The major tssuc which had blocked progress at the Indian Round Table 
Confcrences in London, 1930 32) was the communi qucshoen 1¢@ the 
saf-guards to be provided to the Indian munorines especially the 
Muslims The Hindu and Muslim dclcgates having failed to reach an 
agreement, the Bnush Pome Minister Ramsay MacDonald was invilcd 
to intervene Accotdingly, the jaticr evolved ms own formula of 
communal settlmentin 1932 known as the Communal Award (text 
reproduced 4s Appendix VI) Although it did not give all that the 
uSlims had been asking for 1 conceded their mayor dem inds and hence 
they accepted it For the same rcason Hindu Icadcrship rejected the 
Award and attuempicd, through agitalior, pressure and even mutual 
Megonanons to replace it by somcthing morc favourable to them 


So the negotuauions were held between Fiz] 1 Husain and the Punjab 
Hindu and Sikh leaders dunng 1933 and again between Jinnah and 
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya one of the founders of the Hindu 
Mahasabha, m 1934 designed to replace the scparate electorate in 
exchange for other concessions to the Mushms No success was achieved 
however A third atiempt was madc in the carly part of 1935 referred 
to above in the form of Jinnah Rajcndra Prasad talks Prasad was the 
Congress President at that ume A formula had becn agreed betwcin 
the two known as the Jinnah Rajendra Prasad Formula (reproduced 
bilow) but Rajendra Prasad reportedly failed mainly because of the 
difficulty from the Hindu Mahasabha ieadcrs So the formula did not 
work Boe further details of Jinnah-Rajycndra Prasad negohations sce 
Uma Kaura, Muslims and Indian Nationalism lhe Fmergence of the 
Demand for Indias Partition, 1928-40, South Asia Books, New Dclhi 
1977 pp 100 106 


The text [reproduced iid pp 102 3] of the Jinnah-Rajendra Prasad 
Formula, February 1935 


1 ‘Franchise should be so framed and = adjusted as to reflect the 
Pproporuon of population of the various communities in the clectoral 
rolls for the provinces and the Centre, and for that purpose 
differenual franchise should be adopted wherever necessary 


2 ‘There should be no overlapping of electoratics of different 
constiitucncies 
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concemed We regret that m spite of our best efforts, we have 
not been able 10 find such a formula We realise that communal 
harmony and concord are essenual for the progress of the 
country and we can only hope that forces wiil arise which will 
make a future attempt more fru:tful 


‘In the Punjab the Sikhs should choose the number of consttuencics 
for the seats allotted to them in the Award and thercaftcr the Hindus 
would have the choice to fix on such consutuencies as they might 
dese for the number allotted to them and the remaming 
consultucneies would be allotted 10 the Mushms according to the 
number of scats fixed in the Award excluding the scats allotted to 


Europeans, Anglo Indians, Indian Chnstuians and special 
consutuencies 


‘In Bengal 11 was agreed between the Hindus and the Muslims that 
if any seals were obtained from the Europeans the same would be 
divided between them in proporuon Ww their population in that 
foe Joint efforts would be made by the Hindus and the 

ushims to persuade the Europcans to release as many seats as they 
possibly can from the quota alloted to them by the Award Subject 
to this the seats allotted to the Mushms under the Award were to 
remam reserved for them cxcluding the seats given to Europeans, 
Anglo Indians Indian Chnsuans and special constituencies 


‘Similar seats allotted to the Mushms for the Cental Legislature 
by the Award were to remain reserved for them 


On this basis it was agreed that jomt electorates would replace 
scparate electorates in all the provinccs and m the Centre’ 


April 1935 3 
2 Suggests Postponement of ML Session! 


Lahore, April 10 The quesuon of holding the proposed All 
India Muslim League session in Lahore in Easter appears to hive 
been undecided as a result of the receipt of a tclegram from 
Mr MA Jinnah, President-designate of the League session, 
favounng indefinite postponement 


The Reception Committee of the conference at 4 mecting on 
Sunday last had fixed April 21 and 22 for the session The 
Commiuttce will now meet on Apnli2 to consider Mr Jinnah's 
suggesuon, and there 1s evcry possibility that they may be 
guided by his advice ?— API 


‘Telegraphic message, Star of India 11 Apiitl 1935 


7Arrangcmcnts to hold the twenty fourth annual scssion of the All India Mustim League 
at Lahore on 20 2] Apnl 1935 had been finalized when the Leagues Honorary Jome 
Scurclary KB SM Abdulla reccived the following Icuer from Jinnah 


Mount Pleasant Road 
Malabar Hull, Bombay 
7th April 1935 

Dear Mr Abdulla 


Many thanks for your telegram I have already wnucn to Mr Shujauddin 
and this ts to inform you that i am of opimon that the Sesstons of the Ecague 
should be postponcd altogether ull next year | hope that the Secretanes will 
agree with it and if neccessary the sancuon of the Council may be obtained 


forthwith 
SM_ Abdulla Is Yours sincerely 
All India Muslim | cague MA Jinnah 


Ballimaran Strect Delhi 

National Archives of Pakistan, Islamabad, Muslim [cague Documcnts, 
Vol 168, Annual Session at Bombay, 1936, pY (bor information about 
Muslim League Documcnts sce appendix I) 


By a resolution of the Recepuen Committce at Lahore on 12 Apnil 1935 
confirmed at the Counci! Viceting at [ ahorc nine days later (sce appendix 
AVITT 3) the session was postponed indcfinicly Jinnah then traveled to 
I ngtand and retumcd to India in Octobcr 1935 and wrote the following Icucr to 
Sycd Shamsul Hasan the Leagues Assistant Secretary 


Mount Pleasant Road 

Malabar Fill) Bomba 

24th November 193 
Dear Mr Shamsul Hasan 


Yes 30th December will suit me andaf you think that i wall suit all other 
members and there well be a goud Sali ning picase issuc the notices without 
» 


delay [ will let you know the date of my arrival 

Shamsul Yasan Vsq Yours sincercly 
Assistant aay MA Jinnah 
All India Muslim 1 eca 


uc 
Balliamaran Strect Delhi 

Shamsul Hasin C ollcction, Corrcespondcunce of Quide Azam Mr MA 
Jinnah and Other Papers, Rare Letters fl, Shamsut Hasan Foundation, 
Karacht 


The stponcd session was finally convened at Bombay on 11 12 Apmnl 
1936 over which Jinnah had presidcd /afra, pp 37 41 Tence no annual 
session of the League was convened dunng 1935 
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3. Addresses Bombay Muslim Students — Mahasabha 
After “Complete Hindu Supremacy’” 


Mr MA __ Jinnah, addressing a mecting of the Muslim 
students’ union, Bombay, on Monday evening [22 April] laid 
stress onthe importance of the Hindu and Muslim communitics 
working together in the best intcrests of the country He 
appealed to the Hindu Mahasabha not to set the “complicte 
supremacy and ascendancy of the Hindus” as ils 1dcal but 
to treat Muslims as their equals Sir Suleman Cassum Mutha 
presided Mr Jinnah sails for England on Tucsday [23 Apnl] 


Mr Jannah briefly reviewed the work of the last Assembly 
session and said they tned their best to scitic the Hindu- 
Muslim question, but did not succeed The position of the 
Mushnis both 1n the Assembly and outside— 1n the public life— 
was avery difficult one If they did not agree with Government 
or were opposed to Govemment, they were incurring their 
displeasure, although Government did not say so opcnly AL 
the same ume, they had to incur their displeasure in the larger 
interests of the country They could not be always supportung 
Government When they knew that a particular move was in 
the mterests of India, they supported that move and opposcd 
Government 


Position of Muslims 


The position of the Muslims vis-a-vis their Hindu fnends 
was sul more difficult To put it short, there were twoschools 
of Hindu pohticians, the National Congress school and the 
Hindu Mahasabha So far as the Congress wasconcemed, he 
was rcally glad that it had realised more than ever that 
without Hindu-Mushim unity, there was no hope of any great 
achievement in the country in regard to constitutional advance 
Or any other advance for that matter And that, to Mr Jinnah’s 
mind, was a very good sign Atthe same time, there was acertain 
secuion within the Congress which thought that the Mushms were 
not sufficiently patriotic 

It would be admiticd, Mr Jinnah thought, that on vitally 
important occasions, although the Muslim members of the 
Asscmbly did not subscnbe to the policy and programme of 
the Congress party, the bulk of the Muslims walked into the 
lobby which favoured popular opinion and national interest In 
spite Of that there was a section among the Congress which 


"Public addruss Tunes of India 23 April 1935 
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doubted their patnousm thinking that they might Ict down the 
country at any moment The Congress leaders themselves, he 
hoped, realised that there was no foundation for that suspicion 


Ascendancy of Hindus 


The position of the Hindu Mahasabha, conunued Mr 
Jinnah, made not only the position of the Muslims difficult 
but also madc the position of the Congress difficult So far as 
the Hindu Mahasabha was concemed, every pronouncement it 
made, or any course of action tt adopted, was Calculated to 
show to the Mushms that the Mahasabha was dominated by the 
one considcration — the main consideration — that mn India 
there should be complete supremacy and ascendancy of 
Hindus 


When the Mushms realised that that was the altitude and 
mentality of the Hindu Muahasuabha, their position became 
difficult The Muslims naturally asked “What 1s going to be 
our position in the future Govemment of India? When this 
great country gets sclf-government, are we to be under the 
rule of the Hindus?” How could they, thercfore, expect ithe 
Muslims to join hands whole-heartedly with the Hindus and 
share in the struggle for f{reedem? Unless that mentality 
underwent acomplete change, 1t would be very difficult indeed 
for the Hindus and Mushms to work wholchcaricd!ly together 


Expernence of Congress 


Mr Jinnah hoped the Icaders of the Congress with their 
wider expericnce and very good training would overcome that 
secuon and assure the Muslims that “it 15 not going to be a 
Hindus government, but an Indian government in which the 
Muslims will not only have a fair and just treatment but 
also that they will be trcatcd as the equals of the Hindus” 
The Muslims were ready and willing to co-opcrate with the 
Hindus The Mushms could not be forced to swerve from their 
path of doing what they considered nght They were not going 
to allow anyone to achicve supremacy and ascendancy, they 
were going to share m the government of their own country 
How far the Muslims would be able to maintain that position 
depended upon their own ments Mr Jinnah thought that the 
Muslims need not be in despair, provided they made the fullest 
use of their opportunitics and rcmaincd umited on cvcry 
occasion If that was done, they would win their goal 
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At the end of his address, Mr Jinnah answered a few 
questions put to him concerning the Independent Party 1n the 
Assembly He explained the pmnciple on which the pany 
worked, namely, that whenever Government were right, the 
party supporied them, whenever they were wrong, 1t Opposcd 
them The party was not in the Asscmbly merely for the purpose 
of obstruction 
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4 Condemns Indian Government and India Office! 


Bombay, April 24 Mr M A Jinnah, President of the All 
India Muslim League, and Leader of the Independent Parity in 
the Legislative Assembly, sailed for England yesterday by the 
Italian boat ‘Conte Verde”? Mr Jinnah expects to be away 
from India unt! about the middle of December and, therefore, 
he will not be present in India dunng the Simta session of the 
Assembly 


Asked about his impressions of the Assembly sesston just 
concluded, Mr Jinnah satd that he found the position of vanous 
parucs vis-a-vis the Govemment most unfortunate He cnticiwwed 
the attitude of the Government of India both in regard to 
malters Over which they had no control, but had to carry out 
the behests of Whitchall?, and regarding matters which were in 
their power *““We know”, he satd, “that all vital issues are settled 
and decided by the India Office and Downing Street and 
the Govemment of India had no option but to defend those 
decisions, nine out of ten such decisions were palpably wrong 
and not in the intcrestsof India The personnel of the 
Govermor-Gencral-in-Council were not only not able to justly 
such decisions, but by their attitude during the debates tn the 
Assembly they proved to be very offensive to every section of 
the House 


“Musrepresentation”’ 


“While this was the position in India and the House was 
helpless, the Secretary of State for India justified his actions 
before the British Parliament by his most autocratic and 
arrogant attitude and by misrepresenting India The Governor- 
General and the Treasury Bench tn India tried to defend these 
decisions of the Secretary of State in some of which they were 
not even consulted They treaicd with contempt the scntiments 
and opinions of aj) parties in the Legislauve Assembly Having 
the Congress on their brain all the while, the Treasury 
Bench refused to listen to anybody and acted hike a buil in 
a china shop And the result was that towards the cnd of the 
Session they had not a fnend Icft 


‘Press interview Civel & Military Gazette 25 April 1935 


2Close to Pame Mimiters residence at 10 Downing Strcet in London the 
buildings which house British government mimisines are known as the 
Whitchall In common parlunce, Wlutchall means Brush governmcnt 
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“This was their attitude in regard to matiers over which 
they had no control and in the decisions of which they had no 
voice But what about those maticrs im which under the 
existing consutulion they have ample power? What did thcy 
do? Here were qucsuions on which they could have met the 
wishes of the Assembly in many directions, but here again the 
present personnel of the Goveror-General-in-Council were not 
capable of understanding the situation which presented isclf 
to them as they lacked in reason and stalcsmanship Whenever 
one happened to discuss matters with any of the members 
of the Government, 1 was evident that they were obsessed by 
the Congress attitude and all suggestions and advices, no matter 
from what quarters they came, were discarded 


Advisory Capacity 


“Ido not see how in the circumstances it would be possible 
for the Legislature to work in harmony and cooperation with 
the Government Of course one understands that the Legisiaturc 
under the present consutuuon has no control or responsibility 
and all ultumate decisions in all matters) rest with the 
Governor-General-in-Council and the Secretary of State, and 
the Legislature 1s merely an advisory body which can only 
influence the Government and not control its actions But even 
in regard to the advisory Capacity of the Legislature, one has 
toadmit that the present personnel of the Government of India 
was quilc impervious to any advice or reasonable arguments” 


Speaking on the Budgcl proposals, Mr Jinnah said that so 
Jong as the present pohcy and system of defence of India were 
maintained, the highly pard serviccs remained and the policy 
in regard to maticrs financial, fiscal, currency and cxchange 
were beyond the control of the Legislature, 1 was useless to 
talk as thcy were bound to be hardy annuals and sicrcotyped 
There was no chance of any substantial changes being made, 
as the certificate of the Governor-General was always there 


When conversations turned to the breakdown of the 
Negotuauions between him and Babu Rajcndra Prasad for a 
communal settlement, Mr Jinnah pointed out that it had been 
constantly given out that the formula which was commenicd 
upon by individuals and the Press was his While he was not 
at liberty to disclose the pnvate and confidential discussions 
which took place between him and Babu Rajendra Prasad at 
Delhi, he felt that he should remove the impression that he 
was the author of that formula As a matier of fact the 
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proposals emanated from Congress leaders and Babu Rajcndra 
Prasad, and he (Mr Jinnah) more than anybody else regreticd 
that they had to give up the negotiations The only thing he 
could now say was “try again" 


India Bill 


Asked as to what he proposed to do in regard to the 
Government of India Bill in pursuance of his resolution which 
had been accepied by the Legislative Assembly, Mr Jinnah 
said “Iwish I could answer that question, but without unity it 
1s difficult to answer that question and similarly it 1s very 
difficult to say what should be our policy and methods to 
achieve what we want unless we are able to put up a united 
front” 


He said that he took a very kecn interest in four matters 
particularly, namely, the quesuon of trade relauions between 
Great Britain and India’, the rapid Indtanisauion of the Indian 
Army’, the Joint Parliamentary Committee’s Report and the 
India Bil, and, most important of all, a Hindu-Mushim 
sctticment As regards trade rclauons between England and 
India, the position was such that one could not help feeling that 
Indian interests had not been properly safeguarded As regards 
the Indianisauon of the army, il was obvious that the present 
policy of the Government was not an honest cffort to 
Indianise, at any rate the officers rank, as rapidly as mu ought 
to With regard to the Goverment of India Bill, His 
Mayjcsty’s Government was going on merrily with the Bill in 
spite of the opposition from Indta, particularly regarding the 
Federal scheme which was most detrimental to the micrests of 
India As regards the last point, namely, the communal 
question, he regretted very much that they were not able to 


'Por details see Waheed Ahmad, (cd ), Quaid : Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah 
Speeches, op cit, pp 15 25 


2Jinnah_ frequently raised tms issue on the floor of the Indiin Legislative 
Assembly durin 1920s (and cvcn later in 1936, sec /bid , pp 117-18) He was 
a member of the Assembly Commuiutice which produc a report cnuuulcd 
the Report of the Indian Sandhurst Commitee datcd 14 Novernber 1926 
ublishcd by HM Stauonery Office London 1927 commonly known as the 
keen Commnice Report % designed to establish an Indian Sandhurst for 
recruument of Indians to Kings Commission in the Indian Army 


wiaiieed Ahmad, (ed ), Quaid 1 Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah Speeches op cit 
pp 26 54 
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find a formula which would have brought about a scitlement 
of the Hindu-Muslim qucstion and harmony and co-opcration 
between the two great communitics, without which i was 
recognised on all hands that no progress or advance was 
really possible AP 





<tr NS RS, 


October 1935 
§ 1935 ACT' 


Bombay, Oct. 24 Mr MA Jinnah, President of tho Mushm 
League and Ieader 9f the Independent Party in the L casslatve 
Assembly, returned to India today 


Interviewed by the Associated Press, Mr Jinnah said that he 
had been away from India for nearly six months and i wis 
not possible for him to cxpress any define opimon with ut 
consulung members of his party and fcaders of other partics 

Mr Jinnah added “The Govemment of India Bill has now 
become an Aci? We all know that the new constituuon has 
been forced on us and it 1s now the duty of various Icadecrs to 
put their heads together and hammer out a dcfinite and 
common policy regarding the new consutuuion, which wll 
shortly be inauguratcd in the normal course al any rate in ihe 
provinces ”’ He hoped to get in touch with various leaders shortly 
with a vicw to finding out how they should face the new 
consutuuon 


IPress mterview, Civil & Military Gazette, 26 October 1935 


{26 Geo 5] Government of India Act, 1935 [CH 2] 
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6. Shahidganj- Appeals to Leaders — “Help Me” 


Lahore, February 21 Mr Mohammad Al: Jinnah, who 
arrived in Lahore by the Fronuicr Mail on Friday momung [ 21 
February] on his pcace mission, was given a rousing reception 
by a gathenng of about 5,000 Muslims at the railway station 
Interviewed by the Associated Press, Mr Jinnah said 


‘My task is purcly that of a concihator and peacemakcr I have 
deed m Lahore in the full hope that the Icadcrs of the various 
communiues will help me to bring about a seulement because the 
general and greater interest of the Punjab, and partucularly of the 
cuy of Lahore will be best suved by the three important 
communiues Hindus Sikhs and Mushms working togcthcr and 
cooperating in a fricndly spirit 


There are much biggcr wssucs which the Punjab will have to 
tackle than Shahidganj* and 11 15 only by unity that we can Lackle 
the vanous problems that are confrontuig us and wil contmuc to 
confrontus from tame to ume Thercfore my carnest appeal to all 
jeaders of the different commumiucs 2s 10 help me J can assure the 
people of Lahore and the Punjab in general that 1 have not come 
to Lahore ma partisan spirit 


Mr Jinnah dunng his stay in Lahore will be the gucst of 
Khan Bahadur Ahmad Yar Khan Daultana, MLC 


"Press mterview Cril & Military Gazette 22 February 1936 
*Sce appendix VIT 
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7. Shahidgany: “I Have Come to Help You’” 


“Task you to keep calm and to understand me,” said Mr 
M A Jinnah addressing a gathenng of about 50,000 Muslims in 
the Badshahi Mosque, [Lahore] on Friday [21 February] 
afternoon “I have come to help you and | expect you to help 
me’ He concluded with a promise to do his utmost while in 
Lahore “to secure an honourable seulement for Muslims 
regarding the Shahidgan) affair” 


Mr Jinnah joined in the Juma prayers in Badshahi Mosque 
where a scat on adais was provided for him tn the centre of the 
congregation Addresses of welcome were later presented to 
him on behalf of the famuat-1-Isiam of Lahore and of the Bluc 
Shirts? of Ammisar The former body while voicing ‘the 
confidence of every school of thought among Muslims’ in 
Mr Jinnah, said in us address ‘We have our wounded hearts 
and the blood of our martyrs topresentto you’ The address of 
the Blue Shirts of Amritsar contained a criticism of the atuitude 
taken up by Master Tara Singh in refusing to enter into 
negotiauons about Shahidgany The signatones added ‘No 
altemative has been Ieft to us bul to prove through = our 
sacnifices the regard that we have for our religious places ’ 
Malhk Inayat Ullah, the ‘dictator’ of the Muslim civil dis- 
obedience movement, after welcoming Mr — Jinnah, 
announced that tn obedience to tus instrucuuons he had 
suspended the movement but not permancnily abandoncd it 
The movement, he said, would be abandoned only ‘when Mr 
Jinnah will bring us the orders of the Government accepting 
our demands ’ 


Mr Jinnah thanked the Muslims of Lahore for the cordial 
Tecepuion they had accorded him and added “Belicve me, 
nobody in partucular has brought me to Lahore 1 landed in 
Bombay on October 24 and have since been following the 
Punjab situation with the utmost care and attention I fclt that i 
was my duty to come to the Muslims of Lahore I also felt that 
you cannot carry on war and negotuations for a sctticment at 
the same ume I, therefore,ofmy own accord asked you to stop 
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7Blue Shirts (Neels Posh) consututed a group formed by Maulana Zafar Ali 
Khan in 1936 1o agitate for the causc of the Shahidgany mosque The membcrs 
of the group were so known as they wore blue shirts 
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civil disobedience By stopping this movement in deference to 
my wishes you have proved yourself to be a disciplined 
community You have raiscd your prestige and shown that 
yOu Can aci in co-operation with one another 


“Thavecometohelpyou I have no other interest Success and 
failure are inthe hands of God Nobody can say that he ts going 
to succeed and nobody hkes to say that he is going to fail I 
shall do my utmost to helpyou At the same ume! appcal 
to you to maintain a helpful attitude and do nothing which may 
hun the feelings of the other communitics When there 1s a 
truce, Iet us act lke honourable people as long as the truce 
Lasts ” 
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8 Shahidgan; ‘Co-operation’ only Course’ 


Lahore, February 24 While the negotiations which Mr 
M A Jinnah 1s holding with Stkh and Mushm Icaders in Lahore? 
with the object of bringing about an amicable settlement of the 
Shahidgary affairhave not yet advanced beyond the preliminary 
Stage, the assurances which he has obtaincd from all parties 
concemed have created a hopeful atmosphere 


On his appeal, the Muslim movement of civil] disobedience 
has already been impended At his suggestion again the Punyab 
Government has removed all restrictions on those Muslims who 
were interned under the Cnminal Law Amendment Act in 
connection with the Shahidgany movement The main feature of 
the conversauions which he has so farheld with Muslim Icaders 
16 understood to have been a unammous expression of full 
confidence in him and promiscs of support to his mission Similar 
promises are also understood to have been piven him by Sikh 
and Hindu leaders 


On Monday altcrnoon [February 24], Icading members of 
the rural Unionist Party*in the Punjab Legislauve Council met 
himin the office of the Education Minister Sir) Firos) Khan 
Noon They welcomed Mr Jinnah's move, cxpressed their 
confidence m him and promised him cvcry possible help 
Later, he held a lengthy conference with Sikh Iecaders 


Questioned by a press representative as to how long he 
proposed to stay in Lahore, Mr Jinnah said “T shall stay as 
long as it may be necessary, even for a fortmght’” Commenting 
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2Foallowing report appearcd in Tribune on 23 February 1936 about Jinnah s 
engagements in Lahore February 22 Mr M A Jinnah mct the Hindu and Sikh 
Icadcrs today and discussed with them the Shahidgany situation In the morning 
he went to the Badshaht mosque and talkcd with the Muslim Dictator who 1s 
directing the Shahidgany agitation for aboutan hour He met the Hindu Icaders 
and journalists at lunch at the mvitation of ns host Nawab Ahmad Yar Khan 
Daulatana In the afternoon he mct Master Tara Singh S Hamam Singh 
Advocate and other Sikh leaders and had prolonged conversanions with them 
for about 3 hours and a half The nature of the conversations 1s kept strictly 
confidential Mr Jinnah will meet the Mushm icaders tomorrow Jn the 
afternoon (tomorrow) Mr Jinnah will lunch with the Governor of the Punjab at 
the Government House 
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on the Punjab Govemment's communiquc removing all 
restnctions on the Shahidgany intemecs he said 


“Tam glad to Ieam and appreciate very much the acuion of 
the Punjab Government in making my task caster by releasing 
the intemecs I cannot be in touch with all sections of Muslim 
opinion and I hope I shall be able to persuade all my Muslim 
friends that co-operation towards an honourable understanding 
and sctticment 1s the nght course Iam thankful to the Icaders 
of the Sikh and Hindu communities, the public and the Press 
in gencral for their courtesy and good wishes towards mc and 
T appeal to them agatn to help me in every way they can in 
my task ’ 
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9 Shahidgany Muslim Community “No-Man's Land”! 


Lahore, February 27 “The Muslim community, not only in 
ihe Punjab but in India as a whole, 15 at present a No-Man’s 
Land,” sard Mr M A Jinnah tn the course of a speech in Lahore 
on Wednesday aftemoon [26 February] “Anybody wha chooses 
can squat on it and say 7 am your owncr’”” He adviscd Muslims 
to ‘choose your own Icader and sce that he rendcrsto you the 
account of his stewardship If he fails to do so, throw him out’ 


The occasion for the speech was provided by social 
funcuons held inp Mr Jinnah’s honour at Nedou- on 
Wednesday The first of these was a party given by Mian 
Abdul Hayc, Advocate The Sikh Icaders of | ahore, including 
those in direct touch with the Shahidgany affair were prominent 
among the guests They exchanged grectungs across tea tables 
with Mustims = imcluding some of ithe recently released 
Shamdgan) imternces The gesture made by the host in 
providing an occasion for such a mecting was gencrally 
appreciated 

An hour fater, Mr Jinnah was the guest of honour at another 
tea party hcldon the same premises The hosts were members 
of the Muslim Students League of Lahore, the function having 
been organised by the League’s Secretary, Mr Inayat Alt Syed 
of the Government College 
Address of Welcome 

In the course of an address of welcome to Mr Jinnah the 
members of the League described him as ‘the only Icader to be 
depended upon’ They expressed their implicit confidence in 
him and welcomed his efforts to bndge ‘the gulf between 
the two sister communiucs of the Punjab’ They added “The 
task 15 no doubt a stupendous onc, bul we sincerely pray that 
the Almighty will crown your cfforts with success ’ 


Replying to the address, Mr Jinnah said that the task 
undertaken by him was no doubt very difficult, but that, the 
greater the difficulty, the greater should be the cffort to 
overcome it “I hope I may succeed, but the only chance of my 
success lics in that both communities should try to mse above the 
ordinary level” 

Referring to the Sikhs, he said that from his very childhood 
he had had an admiration for them “IT cannot perhaps account 
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for it, but I have always considercd the Sikhs a very fine 
community I have rendered them whatever service I could, not 
for a fee, but out of regard for them, in connection with the Jaito' 
developments andin connection with the deposiuon of the 
Maharaja of Nabha Ihave found that the Sikhs have regard and 
appreciation for one who has done them sincere services Every 
Sikh who has met mc has shown his desire to hclp me and given 
me his good wishes ” 


Advice to Muslims 


Refernng to Muslims he satd that the first quesuon they should 
ask themselves was “Is our house m order? Are we an organised 
and united communtty? If you speak with half a dozen different 
voices , he continucd, “how can you expect anybody to accept 
any of these voices asthe voice of Muslims Notonly in the case 
of Mushms, but in the case of the Indian nation as a whole, 
a Jot of spadcwork has to be donc Whether it be the Mushm 
community or the Indian nation, if its rotten at the bottom, what 
can you do with a few genuine men at the top? How can you 
make representative Goverment a success? 


“If there were a Dictatorship, the Dictator would do the 
thinking for the nation, but a representative Government can be 
a success only if the electorate 1s intelligent and can make 
an intelligent choice of its Icaders The Muslim community 
not only tn the Punjab, but in India as a whole 15 a No-Man’s 
Land Anybody who chooses can squat on it and say, ‘Tam your 
owner’ This 18 not as it should be You must make an 
intelligent choice of your Icader and sec that he renders to 
you the account of his stewardship ” 


Mr Jinnah is expecung the Shahidgany mtemecs, who have 
recently been released, to sce htm at Khan Bahadur Mian Ahniad 
Yar Khan Daultana’s residence on Jail Road at 10am on Fniday 
The next development in the peace talks will probably take placc 
after he has conferred with them 


‘Jato avillage in the Punjab gained prominence as the centre of the Sikh 
agitauion inconnccuion with the observance of Nabha Day in 1923 Batches of 
Sikh resistors began armving everyday at Jauo The Briush goverment took 
measures lo Suppress the movement Failing to succeed, the pohce opened fire 
on them resulung w+ onsidcrable loss of life 
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10 Shahidgan). “Pursue Constitutional Methods’”! 


Saturday, February 29 Referring to the Sikhs in the course 
ofa specch in Lahore on Friday afternoon (28 February], Mr 
MA Jinnah said “in the past we have fought against them and 
they have fought against us, we have beaten them and they have 
beaten us They are a great and brave community and I think 
that I am voicing the truc feelings of Muslims when I say that 
nothing will please the Muslims more than an honourable 
settiement between the two brave communitics of the Punjab ” 


The occasion for the speech was provided by a tcapany held 
at Lorang’s in Mr Jinnah’s honour lhe Tay Company, Limited, 
of Lahore, were the hosts Maith Barkat Alt, Advocate, 
expresscd on behalf of the gathering the gratitude of Punjab Mus- 
hms for Mr Jinnah's cffors to ‘disentangle the Shahidgany skein’ 
He likened Mr Jinnah's visit to the Punjab to the vist paid to 
this province by Pandit Motilal Nehru in 1919 after the 
Jallianwala Bagh tragedy According to hum, the circumstances of 
the present trouble were similar to those of the Jalhuanwala Bagh 
incident, ‘with the only difference that the firing was directed this 
lume against the members of a poor and disorganised community ° 
This was, he said, why the Shahidgany cvents did not altract the 
notuuce of the civilised world to the same extent as the events of 
1919 did 


Shahidganjy 


He ridiculed the suggesuon made by some, including a Sikh 
leader, that Mushims should treat Shahidgany as a closed chapter 
He informed Mr Jinnah ‘in all humility, but with the greatest 
emphasis al my command, that we shall refuse to be a party to 
any settlement on the basis of treating the Shahidgany events as 
a closed chapter’ A settlement, he added, could only be made 
on the basis of mutual respect for cach other's religious 
suscepiibihuics ‘The mosque, wmch stood for two centuncs and 
was not touched by the destroyers hand cven during the days of 
Sikh power, should continuc to stand and to be revered This is the 
only basis of a settlement ’ 


Mr Jinnah, in reply, said that, barring the passage devoted to 
his praisc, Mr Barkat Ali's speech represenicd, to a large extent, 
his own (Jimnah's) views In Delhi and Lahore he had been told 
by certain friends that the Mustum community had already 
pracuically closed the chapter of Shahidgany and that only a few 
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hotheaded youths were carrying on the Shahidgany movement 
His) own rcadiness {reading} of the situation, after personal 
contact with Muslims of vanous classes, was different 


“It 45 truc that the forces of Mushms were scaltercd and 
disorganised WVanous reasons prevented them from giving 
expression to that cohesion and unity which existed in their 
hearts, but I noticed that the heart of every Musiim, from the 
highest to the lowest, was wounded and biceding and I made 
the authontics realise that there was not a singic Muslim whom 
I had met who did not feel keenly on this question ” 


He referred to Ictlers and telegrams which, he said, had 
poured on him from vanous provinces when his decision to visit 
Lahore was announced tn the press They showed that Mushim 
fecling inother provinces about this question was as keen as in 
the Punjab Refernmng to the decision to abandon civil 
disobedience he said “We took this decision, not because we 
were afraid, nor at anybody’s bidding, bul because alter a carcful 
review ofthe situation andmy consultations with representatives 
of vanous sections of Mushms we became convinced that it was 
inthe best interests of Our cause to give up civil disobedience We 
shall pursue our remedies through constitutional and peaceful 
methods There are several avenues of consututional work 
available” (séc) He emphasised that ‘while we are not going to 
give up the Shahidgany question, we are going to make cvery 
possible cffort to come to an amicable understanding with the 
Sikhs ” Inthe end he exhorted Muslims to close their ranks and 
to organise themselves so that their voice might command 
respect Mr Jinnah also took tea on Friday afternoon with 
Nawab Nisar Alt Khan Qavibash A sclect gathering of about 
50 Ieading Muslims, including Khan Bahadur Nawab Muvaffar 
Khan, Revenue Member, was present 


Departure for Delhi 


Mr MA _ Jinnah left for Delhi on Friday mght He will 
retum to [ ahore on Sunday morming to resume his peace talks 


Intervicwed by the Associaitcd Press on the Govemment 
communique announcing the releese of Shahidgany prisoncrs, 
Mr Jinnah said ‘His Excellency the Governor of the Punjab 
and the Government of the Punjab have treated me dunng the 
few days that I have had the opportunity of discussing the 
qucesuion Of Shahidgany with the utmost consideration and J 
am personally thankful to them for giving me all help and 
assistance Tam very glad that they have declared a general 
amnesty and Tam sure that the Muslims of the Punjab and 


India will not fail to appreciate the action that the Government 
have taken ° 
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1f Shahidgany Asks Punjab Mushms—-‘‘Remain Calm’’! 


New Deihi, February 29 The Counalof All India Mushm 
League passed a resolution placing on record, firstly its 
appreciation of the noble services rendered by Mr M A) Jinnah 
towards the scttiement of the Shauhidgany dispute and wishing 
him a success in bringing about everlasting peace and goodwill 
among the different communitics of the Punjab, secondly, is 
apprecration of the truc Islamic cnthusiasm, discipline and 
sincenty of the Musalmans of the Punjab mn gencral and the 
Musalmans of Lahore in particular thirdly, its appreciation that 
at last a fnendly gesture had been made by the Punjab 
Government tn the interest of the peace of the country and, 
lastly is sense of sorrow at the sad death of Mrs) Kamala 
Nehru and expressed sympathy with Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 


The resolutions paying tribute to Mr Jinnah's services tn 
connechion with the Shahidgany dispute and apprecraling the 
gesture of the Punjab Government were moved by Raja 
Ghavantar Ali and seconded by Mr Ahmad Yar Khan Daultana 
The resolution praising the Punjab Muslims was moved by Sir 
Muhammad Yakub and supported by representatives of another 
provinces The resoluuion relating to Mrs) Kamala Nehru's death 
was put from the chair and was passed ail standing —-A P 
Lahore Meetings 

On Thursday [27 February]! aftemoon Mr Jinnah was 
entertained al a tta party by Mr Ghias-ud-Din, MLA ol 
Lahore There were about 200 guests including Miran Sir Fast-1- 
Husain Speaking at the Badshahi Mosque on Friday aftemoon [28 
February] toa large congregation of Muslims, Mr Jinnah said, 
that he had been in consultation with all their leaders and that 
after prolonged considcration, they had come to the conclusron 
that the civil disobedience movemcnt should be stopped and that 
all their efforts should be directed to a settlement of the 
Shahidgany dispute by a constitutional and peacetul means 


In the People's Interests 


Headdcd “It 1s now for you to endorse the recommendation 
which we make to you today and I hope you will give your 
unanimous sanction 10 11 We have not arnved at this decision 
because we are afraid or that it has been brought about at the 
bidding of anybody but because we have deliberately come 
to the conclusion that tt1s solcly inthe interest of the people 


*Public specch C evel & Miltary Gazette 1 March 1936 


22 TiF Narion’s Voicr 


“IT know that you have in your mind those who are in jail 
and those who have suffered and are suffering in connection with 
the Shahidganj movement Iam not going to ask the Government 
as to what they should do, but I would like to say this that tt 
is the plain duty of the Government to declare an amnesty 
without further dclay and I appcal to you to remain calm and 
peaceful andtohclpmeinmy task so that I can scrve you all 
to the best of my ability ” 
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12 Shahidganj. Report of Statement Demed! 


Mr M A Jinnah, who arnvedin Lahore on Sunday momuing [1 
March |] from New Delhi, has made the following statement to 
the Press 


“T have scen a report m a Dulhi piper saying that J made a 
statement at the mectuing of the Council of the All India Mushm 
League at New Delhi yesterday that as a result of the negotiauions 
the Sikhs in the Punjab are preparnd to cxpress their regret to 
Mushms tf Muslim fechngs have been wounded by any ar their 
actions, but that they are not prepired to give up the land in 
dispute This statement is without foundation | had not disclosed 
lo anybody at whal slage we ire in our conversations What I did 
Say was that this has been the case of the Srkhs from the begmnmeg 
and the case of the Muslims his been that they want possession 
Betwucn these two contentions we have to find a soluuon which 
is honourable to both parucs That is why [ have come to Lahore 
and will be doing my best to find m= amicable settlement if 
possible — AP 
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13 Shahidgany “Fair and Just Solution” only 
Objective’ 


“Please help me ""— These three simple monosyllables formed 
the burden of a suurnng appcal on Sunday evening [1 March] by 
Mr Mohammad Ah Jinnah to a gathering at the Town Hall, 
Lahore, remurkable for tts representative Character 


Spcakers of different communitics extended to Mr Jinnah 
then co-operauon The Bishop of Lahore was in the chair, but 
had to Ieave carly on account of another cngagement Sir Firos 
Khan Noon, Minister, referred at length to Mr Jinnah’s 
services to the country and cited the instance of his services in 
the Assembly now, where holding the balance of powcr in the 
hands of his) party, Mr Jinnah hid always used it in the best 
intercst of the Country 


Mr Nanak Chand Pandit, Leader of the Hindu Party tn the 
Punjab Legislative Council, paid a handsome tribute to Mr 
Jinnah's qualities of head and heart and above all to his 
independence and the courage of his convictions Hie had 
differed from Mr Jinneh and violently too but, that had not 
whittled down his personal admiration and regard for Mr 
Jinnah Referring to the past, Mr Nanak Chand Pandit regretted 
that Mr Jinnah went out of the Congiess for ‘if he had been 
in the Congress then the country would not have been what it 1s 
today ” As Iecadcr of the Mushm community he rallied with 
remarkable ability and Ieadership Muslims around him At the 
Round Table Conference his tndependence and boldness was not 
liked by the die-hards and even by some of the Icaders of his 
own community buthe boldly stuck to them with a rare courage wll 
‘he found himsclf to be a solitary man in the wildemess ’ 


Bold Leader 


He hoped Mr Jinnah would come out once more and under 
the banner of his leadership all the distincuions and disinicgration 
of Indian political hfe with which we werc now impatient (sic) 
would cease and be a thing of the past ‘Our country requires 
at this moment the boldest of her leaders and Mr Jinnah 1s one 
of them’, concluded Mr Nanak Chand Sardar Sampuran Singh 
caused laughter when with dramauc cifect he pictured his 
turban falling off by his having to look up at such a precarious 
angle at Mr Jinnah = standing so high above the rank and file 
Sardar Sampuran Singh welcomed Mr Jinnah who had come to 
the Punjab with the banner of peace His presence tin Lahore had 
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already made a conspicuous difference The Punjat was looking 
forward to a4 new Govemment This could be run successfully 
only by the Icaders of all communities and not by Hindus, 
Muslims or Sikhs The Punjab, therefore, weltomed Mr Jannah 
at this cntical moment and he hoped the leaders of the vanous 
communities would cmulate his cxampic and qualitics of 
leadership 


Sardar Ujjal Singh said that Mr Jinnah was most eminently 
suited for the mission he had set before himself, He was sure Mr 
Jinnah would have diagnosed the discase by now Whal was 
required was bold leadership Sardar Ujjal Singh added ‘Mr 
Jinnah must have by now been acquainted with the Sikh point 
of vicw about the dispute IT may assure him on bchalf of the 
Sikh community that we will give him cvery help fer reaching 
an honourable and reasonable setiiuemient We have all to hang 
our heads in shame for the happenings in Lahore But with a 
goodwill and a calm atmosphere, the cstablishment of an 
honourable settlement should not be difficult of achievement * 


He Came 


Hic concluded ‘Mr Jinnah is domy his best and Iam sure fis 
mission will be successful and that tt will oe said of him He 
came, he strove and he conquered ’’ Mr KI Rallha Ram, on 
behalf of the Indian Chnstian community, extended a hearty 
welcome to Mr Jinnah 

Miss Mumtaz Shah Nawaz welcomed Mr Jinnah on behalf of 
the youth of the Province on his mission of peace We wish him 
every success and assure him that he has the fullest and 
heart{[clt support of the young men and women oO! this province 
in his attempt to disentangle the tangled skcin of this fairland of the 
Five Rivers ” After paying a handsome tribute to Mr Jinnah's great 
abilitics she referred to his work at the Round Table Conference 
of which she had been a disinicrested mediator behind the scenes 
Five years had passcd by since then, but the country was no ncarcr 
to a soluuon of the communal problem She assured him that 
youth would rally round his banncr of pcace 


Only One Object 

Mr Jinnah received a rousing Ovalion as he rose to speak He 
confessed ms sheer inability to find suitable words (to thank the 
speakers for the kind references to him made by them He 
assured them that they had touched him deeply After referring 
to his mission which was, forthe present at least the solution of 
the Shahidgany dispute, he said “Belicve me, I have not come 
here as a Muslim Ieader I have not come to champion the cause 
of the Muslims I have only one object before me and that 1s 
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that a fair and just solution of the problem should be found 
and if it 1s fair and just, 10 will be honourable and lasting While 
I do not want to menuon particularly any one speaker of this 
evening, I should say one thing gave me the  greatcst 
encouragement and that was the speech of Sardar Ujjal Singh, 
who, on behalf of his community, assured me of his 
community's fullest co-operation That cxpression has given 
me the greatest cncouragement 


Mr Jinnah added “I have met many Muslim Icadcrs in the 
past few days and aftcra thorough study and days and days of 
heart-to-hean talks [ am convinced that there 1 not a singic 
thinking Muslim who docs not desire fmendship and brotherhood 
with Sikhs and Hindus As 1! have said before, we have got 
much bigger problems to tackle m the Punjab and the greater 
Inicrests Of the Province demand compictie unity 


Doing My Best 


“With regard to the negotrahions, IF cannot say anything, more 
than that Tam doingmy best it 1 amost difficult and delicate 
task I have understood what the wsues are and if J get your 
genuine and heart{clt support it can be solved If you can msec 
above cvcrything else, if the leaders will leave aside everything 
clse and take the 1ssuc compleicly in thetr hands and face them, 
whatever the consequences may be, it Can be solved in no time 
IT am not behing the cnormity of the task When the dispute 
takesthe form of the religious sentiments of both communities, 
it wsvery difficult to make the ordinary man understand But the 
more difficult, the greater should be our efforts Although it 1s 
avery small question, yet in another scnse iis avery big 
quesuion From small beginnings, we can achieve bigger things 
My appcal to you, therefore,1s ‘please help me’ and with your 
help, 1 feel confident, Tcan solve it in @ manner which will be 
honourable to both communitcs ” 


Referring to Pandit Nanak Chand's remarks about hts work al 
the Round Table Conference, Mr Jinnah said that he could say 
that he was perhaps the most individualist member of the 
Conference “I displeased the Muslims I displeased my Hindu 
{rinds because of the ‘famous’ 14 points' J dispicased the 
Pninces because I was deadly against their underhand activiucs 
and ft displeased the British Parlrament because I felt nght from 
the beginning and I rebelled against it and said that 11 was 
all a fraud Within afew weeks T didnot have a fnend Ieft there 
But whatever I have done, Iet me assure you, there has been no 
change in me, not the shghtest, since the day when I joined the 
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Indian National Congress It may bel have been wrong on 
some occasions But it has never been done im a partisan spint 
My sole and only object has been the welfare of my country I 
assure you that India’s interest 1s and will be sacred tome and 
nothing will make me budge an inch from that position ” 


Communal Award 


Refernng to the communal award Mr Jinnah said that 1 was 
never intended to be a permanent arrangement Political pacts, 
constttulions and such other adjustments could have no 
permanency about them They were devised to meet a particular 
situation and were all subject to altcration by the nation He 
referred to the changing constitutions in Furopean countries in 
support of this contenuon In conclusion, Mr Jinnah referred to 
his constant cfforts for a soluuon of the communal problem and 
assured the audicnce “I will not and Icannot give i up It may 
give me up Iwill not” He was convinced that wuhoul 
communal unity there was no salvation for India Tuming to 
Miss Shah Nawaz, Mr Jinnah said that 1 augured well for the 
youth of Lahore that a women was their representative because 
his advise to youth would be “Take your women with you ” 


Mr MA Yusuf Ah, Principal, Islamta College, who took the 
chair alter the Bishop of Lahore Icft, assoctated himself with 
the tributes patd to Mr Jimnah At his suggestion, the audience 
stood up in silence for two minutes as a mark of respect to the 
memory of Mrs Kamala Nehru — AP 
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14. Shahidgany. “Doing My Best’”! 


Lahore, March 4 Mr MA Jinnah was the guest of honour at 
the Id reception held today at the Local Musim Club Mian 
Abdul Haye welcoming Mr Jinnah thanked him on bchalf of 
Muslims for undertaking the present ncgotrations He declared 
that 1f there was any Ieadcr who could bring about a setticment 
of the dispute it was Mr Jinnah 


In his reply Mr Jinnah thanked the members of the club for 
their reception and kind words spoken of him He added “TI can 
tell you T am doing my best for a settlement And whatever the 
newspapers may say I want you to understand that I am here 
only and solcly for one object namely for a scitlement of the 
Shahidgany dispute ” 


Mr Jinnah added his work had two parts One rclated to the 
Government and Muslims and in this an adjustment had been 
reached which he hoped was satisfactory With regard to the 
other question betwcen the Sikhs and Muslims he was sull 
carrying on negotiauons He reiterated us difficulty “But if 
sentiments are tempered by reason and fact I do not see why 
we should not be able to find an honourable settlement ’’ — 
API 


‘Public speech [rifaae 6 March 1936 


March 1936 29 


15 “We Cannot Have Dictators in India’ 


Lahore, March 5 Mr M A /innah was the chief guest at the 
annual mecting of the Speakers Union of the Dyal Singh 
College, Lahore Prof SN Dass Gupta presided 


Prof Lajpat Rai, the President of the Union, in welcoming the 
gucst said 


Sir, you have come to this province on a mission of peace and 
goodwill We, in this institution, which 1s completely non- 
communal and non-sectarian, are doing our humbie bit for the 
evoluuon of Indian nation The motto of this Union 1s 10 
cullivate Courage to speak, and we findin you our ideal, for you 
have had the courage to speak oul your convictions, evenif IL 
meant parting Company with some of your old associates 


Prof Dass Gupta, in welcoming Mr Jinnah on behalf of the 
College, referred to the non-communal spirit which prevailed in 
the College which owcd Hs existence to the inunificence of late 
Sardar Dyal Singh Majithia Continuing he said that they were 
very happy indecdto have Mr Jinnah inthcir midst and that they 
had the fullest confidence in his wise leadership In concluding 
Mr Gupte said “in the history of the College this visit will be 
considered as a red-letter day ’ 


Mr Jimnah's reply 


Mr Jinnah was given a hearty Ovation when he rose to 
respond He said ‘I fecl mysclf among kindred spints This 
College does not believe in any creed and I, too, feel that the 
salvation of India les in the non-sectarian feelings It was this 
creed which f had in the past, which Ihave at present and which 
IT will have in future dearest to my heart You, Sir, talked of 
Mussolini and Hitler, we cannot have dictators in India for a 
Dictator to be a real one and not in name only must have the 
powcr to punish and the power lo reward He must have an 
army to back him 

“Ewant you to realise that the only difference between you 
and me 1s that f am older than you Although I began my Infe 
asa dreamer and an idealist like you, now when I have gonc 
through almost the whole of it IT have begun to realise the 
realitics 


"Public speech Iribune 6 March 1936 
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“Imagine, we are thinking of sectuung up a representative form of 
Government What foundation have we for 11? If we start from 
the top i cannot and will not be represcntative Any 
unscrupulous and unprmncipled Icader today can exploit the 
masses of the country at any umche likes as long as he can 
play to the tune that they understand Unless, therefore, we get 
a solid portion of people who arc trained and who understand and 
have the requisite knowledge at least to select a Ieadcr nghtly 
and say ‘we will stand by you and support you loyally” and who 
should be abic to disown him if he goes astray, we cannot have 
representative Government Have we one single leader in India 
or even in one community who can command the whoichearied 
loyalty and allcgience of the country or the community or even 
of the intelligentsia? Is there one leader who can speak for you? 
Let me have that much at Icast the very fact that there 15 a united 
front which has a man who has the power lo speak for them 15 
irresistible ”’ 


Mr Jinnah then feclingly referred to late Mr Gokhale! and 
said “Give me more Gokhales’ He concluded “India has 
everything God has given her everything but man has not 
served her well Let man serve India and you have bnght days 
ahead of you” 


After a vote of thanks to the guest and the Chairman, the 
funciion terminated and Mr Jinnah cachanged views with the 
members of the Union informally Amongst those who were 
present were KB Ahmed Yar Khan Daultana MLC, Pt 


Hem Raj, Principal, Dyal Singh College and Mr Balak Ram, 
Bar-at-Law 


‘Gopal Krishna Gokhale (a Mahratta Brahm in) b 1866 cdn Elphinstone 
College and Law Colluge Bombay taught mathematics pinilasophy and 
English at Furgusson College Poona 885 1902 Joint Scerctary Indian 
Nauonal Congress presided over Congress session 1905 Member Bombay 
Loegistanve Couneal 1962 clcted to Tepresent non official members in the 
Viceregal Ligislature Founded Scrvants of India Socucty at Poona 1905 
symp ithised with the Muslim demand for Separ ile electorate 1906 Mcmber 
ot Imperial Council (910) and of Indim Public Service Commission 
(1912) ull his death in 19185 refused to scccpt KCIE offered an 1914 An 
cHectiwe pirhimentanan the First Modcrate and the Gre atest Indian’ BR 


Nanda Gokhale fhe Indian Moderat 
fn Don sae Bae oderales and the Britsh Ray, Oxford University 


March 1936 31 


16 Shahidgany “Appeal to Intelligentsta for Help’” 


Lahore, March6 An appcal to the intelligentsia to help in the 
soluuion of the Shahidgany tangle was made on Fnday night [6 
March J at the weckly mecting of the Rotary Club of Lahore by 
Mr MA Jinnah who was the chicf guest of the Club 


Mr Jinnah said that he had becn given to understand that the 
Rotary Club did not meddle in pohtics The resolution of the 
Shahidganj problem, rcgarding which he was tn Lahore, was 
nothing but a human problem It was not within the pale of the 
law to work Out an honourable sctticment of the problem The 
problem was morc delicate than difficult He was confident that 
with goodwill and reason it could be solved He had come to the 
Punjab with the sole purpose that the peacc of the province must be 
maintained “If you all put your heads together and help in the 
solution of this tangle, it Can be solved,” said Mr Jinnah 


Continuing, he said that people had vague ideas about the 
problem, and they did not understand what 1 was = The 
intelligentsia had been indifferent and they had not bothered 
about it, thinking that it was only a small thing Had it not been 
for Alsace Lorraine’, the history of the Europe would have been 
different Over it France remained in mouming from 1871 ull 
the Great War when they got it back Companng 1 with the 
Shahidgany tangle in Lahore, he warmed people that this should 
not be allowed to develop into such a divergence Inconclusion, he 
said that if he failed to find a solutron he hopcd the intelligentsia 
would put its heads together and find onc 

Answenng questions, Mr Jinnah clucidated the meaning of 
“honourable” He said the dispute was between two great 
communities and the scttlement must respect their respective 
feclings and must not be dcrogatory to their self-respect He 
was hopeful of solution because of the peaccful atmosphere in 
Lahore and of the fact that peopie had started thinking tn terms 
of rcasonableness 

To another question as to what the youth of Lahore could do 
towards the solution of the problem, Mr Jinnah said they should 
make pcople understand what the real issuc 1s) and prevent un- 
scrupulous leaders from cxploiting the masscs 


‘Public speech, Civil & Military Gazette, 7 March 1936 


2An arca north cast of France under German rule from 1871 to 1919 and again 
1940-44 
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17. Shahidgany. Advice to Leaders — “‘Meet Together to 
Face Real Issues””’ 


Lahore, March 6 “Theonly possible way to face rcal issucs 
1§ that the leaders meet together and sit down as politicians and 
statesmen and not as Hindus, Muslims or Chnstians, and sce what 
danger lics ahcad and then devise ways and means of 
destroying that danger” This was the sigmficant ultcrance of 
Mr MA _ Jinnah at a crowded public mecting arranged by the 
Servants of India Society in the Lajpat Rat Hall, Lahore, on 
Friday evening |March 6] Lala Dun: Chand, Barrister-at-Law, 
presided 

At the outset of the meeting the President, introducing Mr 
Jinnah, paid tributes to his noble mission, and said that after he 
had settled the Shahidgany tangle the Punjab would invite him 
to throw light on other subjects A number ol speakers also paid 
tnbutes to Mr Jinnah Dewan Chaman I al said that the younger 
generation of India looked to him for a4 disinterested lead 
Refermng to the famous fourteen points of Mr Jinnah, Dewan 
Chaman Lal said that he framed those to save the honour of the 
country He had the sole purpose of the umty of all communttics 
In vicw, but Wm was the misfortune of India that they did not 
realise the danger of turning down those proposals 


Mr Baul compared the Shahidgan) tangle to only a bubble in 
the occan He said that the real issue was unity between Hindus 
and Mushms 


Sole Mission 


Mr Jinnah who spoke on the subject of “The task before 
us” said that he did not lke to be entangled in local or 
provincial politics when his sole mission at present was to solve 
the Shahidganj problem Clcaring up certain statements made 
by Mr Baul in rcference to the fourteen points he said that 
those proposals were based on joint clectorates AN Congress 
leadcis: welcomed and encouraged them The All India Congress 
Committee accepted them and in tum they were adopted at the 
full session of the Indian National Congress at Madras The 
Muslim League then adopted them Following thal it was 
proposed to call a Congress-League Conference and frame 
India’s demands but for certain reasons the Congress retracted 
ws affirmation and onginatied the Nehru report He blamed the 
Congress for breaking its pledges 


'Pubhic speech, Civil & Military Gazette, 7 March 1936 
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He said that many Hindus had regard for him He 
vehemently declared that whatever he had done he had done 
with a single purpose as a politician thinking that if a particular 
course was adopted it was going to scrve the country well He 
advised the people to be practical There was nolast word spoken 
in politics They should be advocaicd, weigh advantages and 
disadvantages because poliucs was a game of chess Continuing, 
Mr Jinnah said that consutuuons are made by the pcopic, they 
are changed by the people and they are tornby the people if they 
so desire He said that they should look across the world and 
not confine themselves to Lahore or the Punjab He referred 
to Germany as an example where consutution has been 
changed and tom He advised the people to try and devise 
means and methods to fight the main issuc 

He deplored that the new constitution had been imposed on 
India It) was declared to be reactionary by one and all He 
regretted that there was no unity of purpose in Indtan politics 
Portics and differences werc based on small things He asked 
“When we shall learn to face the real issues? The only possibic 
way out of this all 1s,” he suggesicd, “that the Icaders, at Icast 
if you have any leaders, mect together and sit down as 
polhtucians and = statesmen, and not as Hindus, Muslims or 
Christians and sce what danger lics ahead and devise ways and 
means of destroying that danger ” 
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18 Shahidganyj- Constitutes Conciliratron Committee! 


March7 Mr MA Jinnah, whohas been in Lahore for the 
fortmght attempung to bmng about ai sctiicment of 
Shahidganj dispute, issued the following statement to 
Associated Press on the cve of his rctum tonight to Delhi 


1. find that therc 16 a gencral change in the situahon and thit a 
better atmosphere 1s now created Events have moved rapidly My 
negouations with Sikh Ieaders and Muslim leaders have cle arly 
brought out on both sides that there 15 d@ genuime and sincerc desire 
for an honourable understanding and setthment They both desire 
that fnendly relations should be established in the greater micrest of 
the Punjab Vanous suggesuons and proposals have been made but 
as ] have saidbcfore the question is more delicate than difficult 
because rehgious sentiments arc decply movcd In order to consider 
various proposals and counter proposals im ois not only necessary 
to maintain 4 calm and peaceful aumosphere but they require 
cxamunakon and adjustment so that both cammunitics may be 
sausfied with any ultimate agrecmcnt that may be evalvcd 


Further & ffort 


This 1s not a dispute between two mdiiduals but between two 
great commumucs and it must take somctime to ascertain the 
gencral wishes of the people Inordcr to do all this work cficcuvcly, 
i_oas considcred that further cfforts should be continued and everv 
cndcavour should be made to bring about an honourable soluuon 
T have therciore been impclicd to the conclusion that the purpose 
can best be served by constituting a Conciliation Committce 
that may be called The Shihidginy Conuihauon Commitice 
consising of the followmg genticmen and & hope that they will 
offer ther services and do thar utmost as intermcds ames by 
appro iching, the Ieaders of thar respecuive communities in order to 
find an agrecd formula which may be acccptable to both parties 


After thinking over the matter carefully I venture to suggest the 
following names Of course they can add to their numbcr Dr 
Str Muhammad Iqbal Maulv1 Abdul Qadar Kasuri Mian Abdul 
Aas Raya Narendra Nath Nanak Chand Pandit, $B Buta Singh 
Sardar Ujjal Singh and Sardar S umpuran Singh Convencr KB 
Mian Ahmad Yar Khan Daultana 


TI have consulted most of tiem and the ave ag 
undertake us noble mission and 1 wish aa Gone, in 
conclusion | may say that J shall be glad to place my services 
at thar disposal if and when they Tequire them and also try to 
come to Lahore again if my presence 1s necessary Meanwhile w 


1s understood that the acefu] aumosphe I 
oe pe phere already created will be 


Press staicment Civil & Miluary Gazette 8 March 1936 
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Despite the fact that Mr Jinnah's departure from Lahore was 
not known until late in the evening, quite a large gathenng of 
Mushms was present alt the stationto sce him off by the Frontier 
Mail Prominent among those present were Maulana Zafar Ah 
Khan, Maulana Akhtar Ah Khan, Chaudhn Afzal Hag, M LC and 
Maulana Sycd Inayat He was profusely garlanded Before his 
departure he adviscd the gathenng to remain calm and peaccful, 
adding that a satisfactory solution of the Shahidgany dispute 
could be found He assured them of his readiness to come to 
Lahore whenever if was necessary 
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19.1935 Act ML Post-Election “Policy and Programme’”! 


Bombay, April § On the cve of the session of the All India 
Muslim Leaguc, Mr MA _ Jinnah has tssucd the following 


statement 


“This session of the Muslim League ts going, to be onc of the most 
important and I thercfore appcal to ill members of the League to 
be present The first and foremost question to be considercd 1s what 
should be the pohcy and programme of theo Mushms with regard to 
their aftitude towards and participition in the coming provincial 
Governments under the Government of India Act 1935 The 
deciston of the Le ague is bound to play 4 very important part in the 
future shapmyg of the positon of the Muslims ves a ves the new 


Reforms Of course 1 do not want to anticipate the decisions that 
miy be taken by the League and thercfore IT do not wish to 
cxpress my personal vicws at pe jepenre as to what should be 


the policy and programme of the 


uslims and the ways ind mc ins 


of cCurying 1 out 


It 


has now been finally decided to hold the session of the 


League tn a pandal to be erected opposite the Town Hall, 
commodious cnough to hold at Icast $5,000 people It 1s 
capecicd that about 400 deicgates will atttnd the session — AP 


ip, 


Tess stalemient Star of indta 6 Apri 1936 
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20 1935 Act “Grossest Breach of Faith’ — “Congress 
Behaving Like Ostrich’?! 


Bombay, April 12 Mr MA _ Jinnah thought wW 1s 
unnccessary to go into the long hisiory of the Government of 
India Act but he bricfly summansed what the demands of the 
pcople of India were and when they began to be made The real 
issue) came into forefront in 1924 if not earlicr when 
provincial autonomy was taken for grantcd alrcady at that 
time Lord Reading was willing to call the leaders of India and 
come to a sctilement with them In 1924, therefore, the question 
of provincial aulonomy did not troubie the leaders Then came 
the Muddiman Commitice in 1925, when it was again known 
that the Government would grant provincial autonomy scheme 
But i was not the Provincial Autonomy that the people were 
fighung for The main issuc was about control and 
responsibility in the Central Govemment That meant control 
and responsibility [of] departments which should be managed 
by mimsters responsible to the Legislature There was the 
question of Defence Because unless the people of India had 
defence in their hands, unless they had sword in their hands 
to defend their homcs and hearths, they could not be expected 
Iegiuimatcly to fill their place in the nation 


As regards finance, anyone would appreciate that withoul 
money one could do nothing So was the case about Commerce 
and Industry These were some of the vital departments ihough 
there werc many other departments, the present government 
considered, for instance, that the Law and Order Department was 
more vital than anything clse They then fought for contiol and 
responsibility in the vital departments What did the country get 
in the new consuituuon? 


Mr MA Jinnah challenged contradiction tn his statement 
that India got 2 per cent responsibility and 98 per cent 


* Brncf Minutes of the Proceedings of the 24th Annual Session of the All India 
Mushm League held at Bombay on the 111th and 12th of April 1936 Mushm 
Leaguc Documents Vel 168 document No 67 pp 2 9 Also sce Mushim Leayuc 
(Annual Session) 11 12 April 1936, appendix XVI 1 Resolution No 8 movcd 
by Jinnah himsclf and his remarks on it that the Fedcral scheme of the 
Government of India Act 1935 was totally unacceptable but the Provincial 
scheme of the Consutuuion be uuliscd for whatever uo is worth’ Report of 
procecdings of the session also appcarcd in Star of india 13 Apni 1936 
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safeguards and special powers to the Governor Gencral It was 
not only that It was most remarkable that this 2 percent of 
responsibility was hampered and hedged in, in several ways 
Firstly, one-third of the number of members in ithe Asscmbly 
of the First House would be the nominees of the Indian Princes 
Then there were in Bntish India certain conservative clements 
There was large representation to the Europeans The Constutuuion 
was expressly so designed that Icaving alone cxircmisis and 
socialists, the programme ofeven modcrate nationalist Indians 
of advanced ideas would never go through the First House If 
by muracie or manocuvre any measure went through the First 
House there was the cqually powerful Second House where the 
representation for the Pnnces was 40 per cent responsible to 
none, not even to the subjects of the State That was so far as 
the composiuion of the Legislatures was concemed 


If a measure went through these two Houses, there was the 
Governor General Mr MA Jinnah did not think that anywhere 
in the world there was any person who excrcised such powers 
He was therefore jusified in protesting agaimst the Constitution 
being forced on the country 


Mr MA _ Jinnah then referred to the situation in India 
There were four major partics situng as it were at a Chessboard 
There were the Brush pcoptc, as a collective entity There were 
the Indian Pmnces, the Hindus and the Musalmans 


The object of Great Bntain was to maintain mviolable and 
intact the powers and authonty of Great Britain as 4a dominant 
party that must maintain the ‘Ray’ in India The object of the 
Indian Pnonces was that they did not want any kind of 
democratic government They scemed to think that if the B 
[Bnttssh] Goverment might hand over certamn power to the 
people of B India, was it not better that the Prnces should come 
into keep acontrol Over any such power given to the people of 
the B India Fhe object of the Hindus and Muslims was 
common to acertain extent The Muslims were anxious and were 
as ready as any Hindu nationalist to stand by the country and 
Struggle for the freedom of the country 


But this was the first’ time that the pcople were trying a 
consinunon by which the Government was carmcd on by a 
mayonty rule and the Muslims were a minority community It 
was not a religious gucsuon It was a question whether they 
should not have sufficient safeguards which would inspire 
confidence in them so that they too wholcheariedly join with 
the sister Communities in the march for {reedom Unfortunately, 


there was no agreement between the Hindus and Muslims on 
this question 


- AS 
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The fact thus remained that the people of India were not 
united as yet, and could not present a unmiicd front Mere 
resoluuons did not impress the B Govemment Leaving alone 
the question of unity of the whole people m India, even in 
communities there was no unity If Mushms were divided, 
Hindus too were im a similarcondition Among them there 
was the Indian National Congress, the Hindu Mahasabha and the 
Liberal Federation Was there any community in India which 
could say that was willing to follow one Icader? What 
impression could be created tothe B Govemment in these 
conditions? The case of the Hindus and Muslims was similar to 
that of two cals who went to law before a monkey 


One might ask, why the new constitution should be criticised, 
when the people were in such helpless position (sic) express his 
opinion about this constitution forced on the country One might 
again ask “what will you do when the constitution Comes imto 
being”? Mr MA _ Jinnah recalled the conclusion of the Treaty 
of Versailles’ agarmnst the consent of Germany He thought il nec- 
essary LO go into the nng of the new constitution, not to work 
uw in the sense in which the B Government understood that 
word This constituuion involved grossest broach of faith on the 
part of the B Government They had stated that no constitution 
would be framed unless there was the greatest Common measure 
of agreement in favour of the consutution in the country Only 
iw seemed to him, there was the largest common measure 
of agreement among the conservative in G [Great]! Bntain 
and that was all 


He would submit to the new constitution under protest just 
like the German nauion underthe Treaty of Versailles But at the 
first opportunity he would begin to tear off as many pages of 
the Govemment of India Act as possible No constitution could 
be forced on the people, unless uw was with their agreement 
Refermng to the methods open to him to adopt, Mr MA 
Jinnah said that he would take up ‘Consutulional agitauion 
inside and outside the lepislatures to create those forces which 
would constitute sufficient pressure to bend — the Bntish 
Government to the will of the people of India 


But that was a2 task, he confessed, which could not be done 
alone It could be done only by the two communitics standing 
shoulder to shoulder in their demands Unforunately, however 


"Signed in 1919 at the palace of Versailles in the suburb of Pars, between the 
Alles and the Axis powers at the cnd of World WarI, its terms were harsh 
on the dcfcated Germans who had no choice but to accept them This resulted 
in the rise of Hitler in Germany and World War II 
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“the largest organisation”, the Indian Natsonal Congress, was 
behaving hke an ostrich, putting its head in the sand and 
thinking that nobody was observing it The Congress claimed to 
represent the entire nation and stated that tt did not care about 
individual Communities The Congress atitude was “If you hke 
to come with us, you may, or slay away, 1f you choose We 
will remain neutral and we arc marching towards our goal” 
It was wrong to adopt such an attiude “FT veniureto say that 
the Congress will never rcach the goal they desire and we 
desire unless they appeal to the Muslims” 


So far as the Muslims were concemed they owed notonly 
a duty to the community but also to the country Whether the 
Congress wanted them to join that body or not, they should 
organise themselves and compel the Congress to approach them 
for co-opecraiion He belheved that with such organisahon the 
Muslims could arnmve at a settlement with the Hindus as two 
nauons if not as partners 


Ii Sir Cursimbhoy Ebrahim seconded the resolution and 
appealed to those present to follow the Iead given by their 
leader Mr M A_ Jinnah so that cvcen the Congress realising the 
Mushm strength, would cooperaic with them [lis appeal was 
parucularly to those Muslim workers who were lagging behind 
to come forward and work hand tn hand with them in the 
mtcrest of the Communny and the country 


Hi ‘Vhe Hon'bie Raja Ghazantar AH Khan, supporting the 
resolution said that except for the scheme of provincial 
autonomy there was nothing in the consituuion acceptable to 
them Unless all partics, including the Princes joined, 1 would 
not be possible to have the whole constitution revised Al that 
was necessary at the moment was intensive and extensive 
propaganda in the country to compcl the authorities to yicld to 
their demand 

IV. Atta Begum said that the new constitution could not be 
described as reforms They were in reality * nooses round their 
necks’ 

V Mulla Noorbhar Dadanwalla said that [not} only was their 
birthright to have a hand in the framing of the Constitution 
denicd but an unwanted scheme was being forced upon them 

VI The Hon'ble Sycd Hossain Imam was of the Opinion that 
if the Insh could frame their own consutuuon, there was no 
carthly tcason why Indians should be depnved of a similar 
pnvilege The new constitution was hedged in with numcrous 


safeguards giving greatcr power to thc Governor-General and 
the provincial Governors than under the existing Constitution 
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VII Mr Ismail Chundngar said that unwelcome as the 
cCONstitullon was 1k Was their duty to see that they minimised 
their Josscs 


VIVE Mr Mirza A Hussam wanted every member present to 
spread the message given by Mr MA Jinnah in every town 
and village 


In putting the resolution to the vote the President, Sur Syed 
Wavsir Hasan, endorsed the appeal made by Mr MA Jinnahand 
expressed the hope that it would be responded to by the community 
The resolution was carned with acclamation 


Mr MA Jinnah thankedthe members for having vested such 
a great responsibihty in him While no doubt the authonty piven 
him afforded him a certain amount of opportunity lor service he 
denied that his position could be compared to that of Signor 
Mussolini or Herr Hidler as had beem jocularly suggested by 
some members 


Now that they had decided to utilise the reforms for what 
they were worth, ib was incumbent on them to see that the rep- 
resentauives chosen were of the mght type and were such as 
always stood by the pohcy and programme of the Leaguc 
Everything would depend upon the support and ecncouragemcnl 
he would get from the community He was not one of those 
who would be disheartened casilvy Like oa spider which 
cndcavourcd 10 go up and [cll and again and again moved up, 
he would pursuc his path For him there was no despair 
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21. Advice to Britain — Treat India “on a Footing of 
Complete Equahty’” 


Mr MA _ Jinnah, President of the All India Muslim League, 
in an interview said that what was of rcal importance to the 
people of India, in fact the immediate issuc, was law and 
order He wished His Fxcclicncy would look into the root 
causes which disturb law and order and not take mt for grantcd 
that suddenly large classes of people in India had become 
criminals and therefore the ordinary judicial procedure should 
be depaned from and that the only method of dealing with the 
sHualion was ‘by repressive measures, executive orders and 
detention of people without trai” 


The factors which threaten Taw and order 1n_ India, 
according to Mr Jinnah, were mainly duc to the policy that had 
been adopted by the Briush Government in India for the last 
10 years It was surprising that His Excellency had forgotten 
altogether the history of the last ten years and taken it for 
granted that the people should accept the provincial scheme 
laid down by the Government of India Act whose natural 
crown and summit to put it in his language, would be the All 
India Federation 


Surely”, said Mr Jinnah, “His Excellency must have some 
information that the scheme of so-called provincial autonomy 
is not acceptable to the people, and that the natural crown of 
Al India Federatton has been totally condemned by every 
secuon Of public opinion His pronouncement amounts to this 
The British Parliament has forced the Constitutron upon India 
and therefore we must accept it It is not a question of doubts 
nor hall-heartedness It 1s not a question of this or that element 
in the plan of consuitutional reforms which Parliament has 
forced uponus It 1s a vital and a fundamental difference on 
Dasic. principals with regard to the central scheme and 
Opposition to the provincial scheme as to the most highly 
objectionable features which render real autonomy nugatory ” 


“T hope’, Mr Jinnah concluded, “His Excellency will not 
follow the usual definition of cooperation and goodwill, 
hamcty submit and do as we till you’ That 1s not my idea of 
cooperation There cannot be the real respect and trust which 
His Exccllency desires unless Indiais treated on a fooung of 
compicie equality and on a basis of truce partnership as a 
member of the Brush Commonwealth ” 


Mntervicw Statesman 21 April 1936 


April 1936 43 


22. Advice to Mushms — “First Organize’”! 


New Delhi, April 27 Mr MA Jinnah has made a Statement 
as jollows 


I regret to nouce that a wrong impression has been created m 
a corti section of the Press in Det about the short speech T made 
at Mandcn’s Hotcl yesterday There was no cheap sneer at the 
Congress as 1s suggested On the contrary IT said that Hindus cannot 
take Mushms senousty and that the Congress docs not take us 
seriously because so far as wo Muslims have not proved ourselves 
worthy of alhance and that until we do show by our decds and by 
our policy that we are ready to take a proper place m the national 
hfe of the country” there cannot bu a wholcheirted and real 
scullement 


My advice to Muslims was that they should first organise 
themsclves and deserve before they desired We Muslims arc cnpaged 
im the task of organising clectorales and traming 80° million 
Muchims to the higher Icevel of politic ud underst mding so that they 
might be soldiers ultimately for the nauonal struggle T have always 
felt that if Mushims would speak with onc vone a scithemcnt 
between Hindus and Muslims would come = quickly Muslims arc 
miking a mistake wo they loan ciuther on the Government or the 
Congress 


While Mushms are therclore jusuficd im putting thar own 
affurs im order and im organising themselves it dacs not mean 
that in the meanwhile they should not stand as firmly by national 
micrests In fact they should prove that thar patriousm is unsullied 
and that their Jove of India and her propress is no icss thim of any 
othcr commumty im the country Those Hindus who say we 
Muslims are intruders are miking 1 great mistake and Muslims 
should not take any notucce of them 


‘Press statement Civil & Military Gazetie 28 April 1936 
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23 Formation of Parliamentary Board ML 
Representatives to “Coalesce with any Groups’! 


New Delhi, April 27 Mr MA _ Jinnah, President of the 
Muslim League, held today and, if necessary, will hold 
tomorrow, discussion with representatives from the provinces 
regarding the formation of a Mushm Central Parliamentary 
Board These discussions practically commenccd this moming 
at the Hotel Impenal where Mr Jinnah is staying Mr Jimnah 
Icavces tomorrow night for Lahore where he will stay for two 
or three days in an cifort to bring about unity among the 
Muslim sections there and then proceeds to Smnagar where he 
will be holidaymg ull the first week of June 


“tas likely that I shall announce the personnel of the Central 
Parlhamentary Board from Snnagar”’, said Mr Jinnah to an 
Associated Press representative He added that the Board would 
consist Of about 45 = members representing all the provinces, 
as members of cach Province would ipyo facto become 
convenors of the Provincial Parliamentary Boards Explaining 
the proposed procedure, Mr Jinnah said that he would summon 
a mecung of the Central Parlamentary Board sometime im 
June, when rules and regulations for carrying out the objects of 
the Board would be framed The Central Board would be 
empowercd to consutute or affiliate Provinctal Parttamentary 
Boards These Provincial Parliamentary Boards when formed, 
would frame their own rules so as to Conduct business in their 
respective provincial legislatures After these Provincial Boards 
had been constituted and commenced funcuioning, their task 
would be to organise clections in various constituencies Of cach 
province and contest seats on the ticket of the Muslim League and 
on the general policy and programme to be laid down by thc 
Central Parliamentary Board 

Mr Jinnah concluded “When our representatives are returned 
to the vanous provincial legislatures, they will be entitled to 
co-operate or coalesce with any group or groups whose aims 
and ideals are approximate to those of the Mushm League ” 
Monday's Discusstons 


Muslim Icaders numbering 28 representing various Muslim 
Organisations participated in the discussions today Initiated b 
Mr Jinnah regarding the formation of a Central Election Boar 


‘Press interview Civil & Military Gazette, 28 April 1936 


Apru 1936 45 


The UP was most represented It 1s understood that Maulana 
Habib-ur-Rahman, President of the Majlis) Ahrar' told the 
meeting that he could not commit his party on two points 
firstly, that they could not umte with the Leaguc so long as any 
Mirza? was a member of the League as a Mussalman and, 
secondly, their politcal creed was complete independence He, 
however, assured the mecting that the door was not closed for 
further discusston The speaker stated that his) party was 
holding a conference at Amritsar (rom May 8, when they would 
take a final decision regarding the coming clections and he 
invited Mr Jinnah to attend the Amritsar conference Mr Jinnah 
advised the Ahrars to join the League and convert it to their 
viewpoint Maulana Habib-ur-Rahman, howcver, defimicly 
moved ihat the Leaguc should have nothing to do with Qadiams 
if they wanted Ahrar co-operauon 

Syed Zakir Alt of the Unity Board suggested that the b caguc 
should put the genuineness of its Candidates to the test Phe 
Parliamentary Board should take a pledge from all candidates 
desiring to contest elections on the Tcaguc ticket that cven 1f 
they were not nominated, such candidatcs should not seck 
election from another platform 


Mr Murtaza suggested that the Board should maintain strict 
disciphne among thetr men morc or less on similar lines as the 
Congress Party 


‘Founded in 1929) Mylhsi Ahrar was formally launched in 1937 in Lahore 
under the presadentship of Mawlani Hatb ur Rahman Chaudhry Afz it Haq 
Maulana /ifar Al; Khan Syed Atiullah Shah Bokhin Ghai Abdur Rehman 
Sheikh Hissamuddin and Mashir Alt Avhar were the founder members of the 
party The main objectives of the Mijlis were to secure independence for the 
country foster better relavons buiwcen the different commumiics and work 
for the betterment of masses cspccrily the Mushms 


The political fortune of the Ahrar hid been linked with the Shihidg any 
mosque dispute They held oof from the campugn for the restorabon of the 
mosque to devote themselves to the forthcoming provincial clechions in the 
Punjab) They contested the 1936 37 clecuions as a separate party from the 
Mushm League A few among them disigreed with this policy broke away 
from the Ahrar and formed a separatc organiz ition calicd Ittihad «¢ Miultat in 
order to regain the possession of the mosque Their voluntecrs uscd Nech 
Poshak as umform hence they were called Nech Posh or Blue Shirts Their 
principal luadcr was Maulana Zafar Ali Khan 


?Follower of Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (1835 1908) who clarmcd or hethood 
Murvars are also known as Qadianis Qadian, now in East Punja was 
the hcadquaricrs of Mirvais before Partition later shifted to Rabwa m the 
Punjab P ikisian 
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24 Personnel of ML Parliamentary Board Announced’ 


‘In accordance with the Resolution passcd by the All India Mushm 
League on the 12th of April 1936 at Bombay "I was directed to form a 
Central Parliamentary Board with powcrs lo constitute or affiliate 
Provincial Parhamentary Boards of vanous Provinccs Lo contest the 
approaching clections on the ticket of the All India Mushm League I have 
taken all the trouble that was possible in dog my ubmost to see that 
the Cuntral Board 1s madc as truly representative of the Musalmans of 
India as possible 


For this purpose I had long consultations in Delhi with the Members 
of the Counal of the All India Mushm League and of the various 
representatives of different Provinces whom had = invited for that 
purpose im vicw on the 26th 27th and 28th of April 1936 and further 
after four days of my stay m Punjab | had the opportunity of 
discussing the matter wrth the various Ieadcrsof Punjab and aftcr careful 
considcration Fo wish to announce the following names as the Members 
of the Central Parlhamentary Board 


Bengal 


Nawab of Dacca 

Mr Favlu} Hug 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Momin 
Maulana Akram Khan 

Mr Shahid Suhraward 

Mr Abdul Rahman sidciegi 
Mr HM Ispahani 

Mr Mayrbur Rahman 


Madras 


SZNSARWN 


1 Syed Murtaza Sahib Bahadur 

2 Mr Abdul Hamid Khan Mayor Madris Municipality 
3 Mr Jamal Muhammad 

4 Mr B Pokcr 


United Provinces 


Nawab Ismail Khan 
Nawabzada Liaquat Ah Khan 
Maharajah of Mahmoodabad 
Raya of Salimpore 

M iulana Shaukat Al 

Mr Khaliquzsaman 

Maulana Hassan Ahmad 


Bihar 


AAUAAWN— 


1 Qasi Ahmcd Hossain 
2 Maulana Sayad Phulwan Sharif 


"Sixicen Page printed statement All India Muslim League Central Board 
Policy and Programyne nd Shamsul Hasan Foundation Karachi Versions 
of u also appeared m /ribune 22 May 1936 and Star of India 29 May 1936 
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3 Shah Masud Ahmad 
4 A Hafis Advocaic 
5 Mufu Kifayat UHah 


Centra! Provinces 


1 Rauf Shah BA LLB 
2 Yusuf Sanff Bar-at Law 


Assam 


1 Abdul Matin Chaudhr. 
2MA Rivzique 


Sind 


1 Shokh Abdul Majid 

2 Hakim Fatth Muhammad Shewam 
3 Moutvi Muhimmad Sidiq Khidda 
4 Muhamm id Hashim & trdar 


N W Frontier Province 


1 Mahk Pir Bux MLC 

2 Maulana Allah Bux Yusuf 

3 Miaulane Abdul Ramm Ghasn ivi 

4 Malth Khuda Bakhsh,B A LLB MLC 


Punjab 

1 Sar Muh ummad Iqbh 1 

2 Maulana Muhammad Ishig Khin Manschr isi 
3 Ghia Abdur Rahman BA 

4 Mian Abdul Aziz 

5 Syed /ainul rbedin 

6 Maulani Abdul Qadir Kasur 

7 The Hon ble Rajya Ghazanfar Ah Khan 

8 Shckh Hisamuddin 

9 Chaudhn Afval Haq MLC 


10 Ch Abdul Aviz of Begowal 
1} Khawaja Ghulam Hussain Pleader 


Dethi 
1 Miuuling Ahmed Saccd 
Bombay 


Sir Sulem an Cassim Mitha 

RM Chinoy 

Abubacker Bcg Muhamm ad 

Ism atl Chundngar 

Thikorce Sahtb of Kerwada MLC 
Khan Bah idur Salahuddin 


AAhNN 


if | have omitted any name or names and 1 am fully conscious that 
1S possible | regret such omission and hope that considermg the great 
task and the obhgation thal was imposcd upon me to consitute this Board, 
the Musialmans will loyally abide by my sclection and of course, the 
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Board will have power to add to 1s number and thercfore, any omission 
or oversight on my part can be rccuficd by the Board itself ?, electing 
any additional person or persons as Members of thc Central Board Emay here 
stale that I have not been able to get proper mformation with regard to 
the Province of Orissa and thercfore I have not been able to sclect the 
Members of thit province forthe Central Board but this can be also donc 
by the Ccnual Board 


‘Tam enclosing acopy of the Resolutions that were passed by the All India 
Mushm League herewith and! would like your particular alicntion drawn 
to the Resolutions 1 requcst you as a Mcmbcr of the Central Board to be 
good cnough to attend the Mecung of the Central Board which will take 

lace in Lahore on the 8th of Junc 1936 at No 23 Crrceular Road at 4 pm 

am cnclosing also a copy of the Draft Rulcs herewith to be adopicd 
by the Central Board at its first Mceung and I shall be glad if you would 
give your carcful considcraion to the Rulcs and suggest such alicrauions 
or amcndments in the Rulcs as you may think proper at the Mccung 
before they are finally adopticd The Mccting will consider 


1. The Adopuon of the Draft Rules 
2 The formanon of the gencral policy and programme of the 
League for the purpose of approaching and contcsung the 


elections to the Provincial Legislatures 


3. The consutution and affilrauon of the Provinciil Parhancntury 
Boards 


4 Organising the public opinion and the ways and means of donig 
so 


5S Any othcr matter or maticrs that may be allowed by the 


President 
Resolutions 
1 The All India Muslim League cnters its emphatic protest ag unst 


forcing the consutution as embodicd in the Government of India Act 1935 
upon the people of India against thor will and in spite of their repeated 
dis tpproval and disscnt expressed by various partucs and bodics in the 
country 


The Le iguc considers that having reg ird to the condiuons prevailing it 
rescnt in the country the Provinci d scheme of the Constitution be utihsed 
for what itis worth in spite of the most objectionable features containcd 
therein which render the real contro) ind responsibslity of the Ministry ind 
the Legislature over the cnure field of Goverment and the Administration 
nugatory The League is clearly of the opimion that the All India Fedcral 
Scheme: of the Central Govemment cmbodicd in the Government of India 
Act of 1935 1s) fundamentally bad at is most reactionary rcirogradc, 
myunious and Fatal to une vital intcresis of British India vis a vis the faci in 
States, and itis Calculated to thwart and delay indcfinitcly the re aisation of 
Indias most cherished goal of complete responsible goverment and is 
totally unacceptable The League considers that the Bnush Parhameunt 
should sull take the carlicst opportunity to revicw the whole snuauon 
afresh reg irding the Central Scheme before itis aniugurited or cise the 
League fecls convinced that the present scheme will not bring peace and 
conteniment to the people but on the contrary iat will Iead to disaster if 


forced upon and persisted in as itis Cntirely unworkable im the interests 
of India and her people 
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2 ‘Whereas the Parhamentary sysium of Government which 1s bung 
antroduced in this country with the inauguration of the new constitution 
presupposes the formation of partics with a well defined pohcy and 

rog,tamme which facilitate the education of the eleclorale and¢o operation 
Coween groups with proximate aims and ideals and ensurcs the working of 
the consutuuon to the best advantage, and whereas m order to strengthen 
the sohidarity of the Mushm community and tw secure for tne Mushins 
thar proprr and effective share in the Provincial Governmcnts 11 1s 
esscnuial that the Muslims should orgamse themsclvcs 4s onc party, with 
an advanced and progressive programme it 1s hereby resolved that the 
All) India Muslim ague do take sicps to contest the approaching 
provincial elections and for this purpose appoint Mr Jinnah to form a 
Central Election Board under his presidcntship consisting of net Iess than 
35 members with powers to consututc and affilhate Provincial Election 
Boards im vanous Provinces having regard to the condition of cach 
province and devise ways and means force urying out the aforesaid objects 


At the Mccung of the Central Bo wd on the 8th 9th 10th and 1 tth Junc 
1936 Mr Jinnah was clecied President of the Board, Raja of 
Mihmudabad Treasurcr and Mr Abdul Matin Choudhin Scerctury The 
following rules and regulations and tic mamfesto defiming the policy and 
programme were adopicd and passed unanimously 


Rules of the Muslim League Central Parliamentary Board 


1 The Board shall clect its own President, Scerctary and Tre asurcr 


2 The Board may appoint a Working Commuitce and may delcgale to 
the Working Committce such powers and functions as are deemed 
neccessary 


3 The Board shall have powcr to rainsc funds and administcr ind 
disburse the same for propaganda and publicity and other meidental 
expenses and keep a proper account 


4 The Board may appoint Sub Committecs to further objects for 
which the Beard has been consututed 


5 The President shall preside over all the mcetings of the Board and 
the Working Comiillcc 


6 In the absence of the Presidcnt the Members present shal] ciect one 
of themsclves to the Chair 


7 All quesuons shall be decided by a majority of votcs the President 
having a second casting vote 


8 At least 1S days notice shall be given for holding the ordinary 
meeting of the Board which shall be convencd by the Sccrclury 
with the previous consent of the President In case of emergency 
the President may call the mecung at shoricr notice 


9 Every candidate offerng to contest the elccuon on behilf of any 
Provincial Board shall signify his readiness to abide by the decisions 
of the Provincial Board pea ein shall sign a pledge acccpting the 
programme adoptcd by the Central and the Provincial Board and 

rovided further that such candidate shall stand by the Mushm 
ticapue pledge and no other party pledge 
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10 The Provincial Boards shalf be autonomous within their respective 
Provinces and shal) select candidates and run clecuions subject to 
the acceptance of the gencral policy of the Central Board and 
affiliation to the same 


11. The meetings of the Bowd shill be held at such place and such 
ume as the President may dircct 


12 Nine members shall form a quorum m the Board mecung If a 
mecting 1s adjourned for want of quorum no quorum will be 
necessary for the adjourncd mecung 


13. Members of the Ccntral Board from respeciuy ve Provinces shall form 
Election Boards in their own Provinces subject to recognition and 
afftlation by the Ccntral Board and if they fail to do so within a 
reasonable ume the Central Board or the Working Committee if so 
authorised shall constitute or affiliate any Provincial Bo ard 


14) The Provincial Boards shal) supply the hist of candid atcs adopted by 
them at ILast two months before the polling days 


1S) The Provincia) Boards im cach Province will be at bberty to decide 
by a majonty of two turds tocoe operate with any political group 
or groups pros thar aims ind objects and ideals are 
approximatcly thesame is thosc of the Muslim League Centril and 
Provincial Boards 


16 The Central Board shall frame at its first mecting Manifesto 
dcfining general policy and progrimme 


17) The Central Bouird will have powers to suspend or dis iffihate any 
Provincial Board at any ume 


48 No alterahon modification or addition shall be made in the rules 
menuoncd hereinbefore except by a myorty of two thirds of 
members present 


Policy and Programme 


The advent and the announcement of the Minto Morlcy Reforms 
brought home to the Icaders of the Musalmans the necessity of starting a 
Mushm Political Organisation and thus was founded the All India Mushm 
Leaguc at Dacca in December 1906 The League adopted its creed and 
ideal definitely in December 1912 and alicred its Constutuuon having for 
its aims and objects 


1 Full responsible Government for India with adequate and effecuve 
safeguards for Musalmans 


2 To protect and adv ince the political and rehgious and other mghts 
and interests of the Indian Musalmans 


3 To promote fnendship and umon between the Musalmans and other 
communities of India 


4 To maimtium and strengthen brotherly relations between the 
Musalmans of India and those of other countnes 


May 1936 51 


The League has been faithfully and k yally acting in accordance wth 
these fundamental principles ever since During the penod of the existence 
of the Minto Morley consutuhon it conunued from time to tme and 
represcenicd and watched the truc ficlings and opinions of the Musalmans 
As lime went on the co operahon and help of the prominent Ic idcrs of India 
and particularly that great man whe Mahiraya Of Mahmudibad whose 
sclfluss devotion, patnote fervour and single mindcdness of purpose gave 
the League such a strength and power and support that # reached the zemth 
of ats ascendancy accomplised whatis one of the greatest beacon lights in 
the constitutional history of India the Lucknow pact, which 16 hnown as 

League Congress pact im 1916 This pact will go down in the Indian 
history as a landmark in the politcal cvolution of the country as 4 Signal 
proof of identity of purpose and camcsincess and co operahion between the 
two great sections of the people of India, in the task of allainment of 
responsible government But the pact was not the Last word on the qucesuen 
of adjustment of political differences between Hindus and Musalmans Nor 
was it cver intended or could be considered in the new circumstances thal 
arose and developed since then The national demand for complcic 
responsible government aftcr the Montigu Cheimsford Reforms bee ume 
morc and more insistent and from 1920 onward the Musilmins stood 
shoulder to shoulder wath the sister communiuics and did not lag behind in 
thor sacrifice and their patriotic CoO Operiuion with the Hindus But as a 
minonmty they maintam the principle that their postion in any future 
pohuical consutuuonal structure should be protccicd and safegu urded Here 
No omughtbe stated that ai firstsaghtab may appe arto in aniiteur polices in 
Uiat such a demind savours of commun disin but in realty to those who 
understand the pohucal ind consttuuoen al historics of the world it must be 
evident that itis not only natural but itis cssential for securing a stable 
national government by cnsuring wholche arted and willing co oper tion of 
the mmontcs who are made to fect that they cin rely upon the mi yority 
with the compleic sense of confidence and sccurty Inthe various stcps that 
folNwed the al uberations and collaborations that took plaice the Le agus his 
always stood for full responsible govemment for India ind unfinchaingly 
today stands for the same ideal It deplores that as a result of the Round 
Table Conference, the Briush Parhament has forced upon the people of 
Indsa a constitution cmbodicd mn the Govemment of India Act 1935) Ns 
alutude towards the constituuion is defined by its resoluuion pissed at the 
sessions of the all India Muslim League on the Plth and 12thof April 1936 
to the following cffect 


While it accepts the communal award ull a subsutute i agreed upon 
between the comimunitics concumced wo emphtucally protests ag amst the 
consutuuon Cmbodicd in the Government of India Act 1935 being forced 
upon the people of India against thar will and in spite of their repeated 
disapproval and dissent expressed by various partics and bodies in the 
country The Leigue considers that having regud to the conditions 
prevailing at present im the country the provincial scheme of the 
Constitution be utilised for what it is) worth in spite of the most 
obycctionable features contained thercin which render the real control and 
responsibility of the mimstry and the Legislature over the enure ficld of 
Goverment and the Adnunistration nugatory 


The League is ele itty of the opinion thatthe al Ina Federal Scheme of 
the Central Government embodied in the Government of Indit Act of 1935 
1s fundimentally bad 1t1s most reachonary retrograde myurious and fF ittal 
to the vital interests of Briush India vis a vis the Indian Siitcs and 1115 
¢ dculitcd to thwart and delay indefinitely the realisation of Indias most 
cherished goal of complete responsible government and 1s aaa! 
unicceplable The League considers that the Britash P ahamcnt should sul 
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take the carhest opportumity to revicw the whole situation afresh regarding 
the Central scheme before it 15 inaugurated or else the League fecls 
convinced that the present scheme will not bring peace and conicnimcni to 
the pcople, but on the contrary it will Iead to disaster if forced upon and 
persisted im as itis enurely unworkable in the interests of India and her 


people 


“But as it will be observed that as the provincial scheme cmbodicd in 
the Government of India Act is going to be enforced in the course of the next 
year the Lcague decided that having regard to the conditions prevailing at 
present m the country the provincial scheme of the consutution be utilised 
for what itis worth In vicw of dus decision of the League the Le igue 
further decided that aCcntral Election Board should be formed with powcr 
to conshiute and affiliate provincial Elecuion Boards m vanous provinces 
and passed the following resoluvion 


“Whercas the Parliamentary sysitm of Government which 1s bung 
mtroduced im this country with the inagugurition of the new 
consutubon presupposes the form ition of partics with a well defined 
policy and programme which faciitite the cducation of une clector ite 
and co operation buiwecn groups with proxim uc aims and ideals and 
ensures the working of the constitution to the best advantage and 
whercas im order to strengthen the solidanty of the Mushm 
community and to secure for the Mushms thar proper and cllecuve 
share in the provincial governments itis essenual that the Muslims 
should organise themselves as once purty with an ads inccd and 
poe lis hereby resolved that the All India Mushm 

agucdo take steps to contest the ipproaching Provincial clechons 
and for this purpose appomt Mr Jinn th to form a Ccniral Election 
Board under his prosidentsnp consisung of notless than 35 members 
with powcrs to consutute and wWfihate provincial clechion bo ards in 
various Provinces having regird to the condition of eich Province 
and devise ways and mcans for carrying out the aforesaid objects 


In pursuance of that resolution the Ccntril Board his been now formed 
and the policy and the programme of the Central Bo urd has to be defined 


The inauguration of the Montigu Chelmsfordscheme ofconstitubion ind 
working thercof has devcloped and brought forth various forces and it 
appears that such a powcr a$ Was avatlable under that scheme has been 
capturcd in the vanous provinces by reactionary conservalive Clement in 
combination with 4 cotcne of men whose solu aim and object is to secure 
offices and places for themsclyes wherever ind whenever availible This 
has suited the Government and these two classes have received cuvcry 
encouragement and support wath the result that they have not only been a 
hindrance and an obstacle in the way of the independent and progressive 
miclligentsia but the people generally have been exploited Thus was 
ercatced a double domination of the rcacuon ary forces and the imperialistic 
power Our aims is that this domination must cease The present poliucal 
situation im the country has been deseribcd iptly by the President of the last 
session of dhe All India Musiim League in the followmg words 


New problems have anscn today [tas not only a qucsuon of 
educating the middie class of the Muslinis in Tdia on Westcm lines ind 
providing them with jobs itis not only a qucsuon im infusing im them 
the ideals of Victorian hberalism en the contrary the present 
conditions Compcl us to go much deeper into dhe problems of enure 
socal regencration of seventy milhons of Mushms of cxuicaung 
them from the termble poverty degradation and backwardness ito 
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which they have fallen and giving them at least the rudiments of a 
civilised existence and making them [ree ciuvensof a free land We 
must realive as people of other countrics have reahived that ach inge 
1s necessary and that unless such achange 1s soon made the whole of 
this social structure must come down with acrush which will involve 
the cxtinchion of not only the cducatcd section of our people but also of 
all privileged ciassces whether they hold pnvilcges by rcason of caste 
landormoncy The foundations of the supersiructure in which we arc 
living today were laid centuncs ago and it 1s but natural that those 
foundanons ceascd to be stable now fin the duty, if 1198 not only an 
obligation created by motives of scif mtcrest of all of us the educated 
classes the capitalists and the landholders to combine together to lay 
the foundations of ancw structure Of course im order that dus cffort 
must frucufy sacrifices will have to be midcon the partof all Letme 
tell you that the building of such a social cdifice wall be more glorious 
more humane and more just than the building of an empire 


“But at the same lume we must make at clear that the Leaguc 15 opposcd to 

any movement that aims at expropriiuion of privale property The mun 

mnciples on which we cxpect our representitives ain the various 
egislaturcs lo work will be 


] That the present Provincial Constitution and the proposed Centr il 
Constituuion should be repliced ammediatly by Democrauc full 
Sclf Gavcrmmment 


2 And thatin the meantime the representatives of the Mushin League 
m the various Leygistiturcs wall utilise the Legislatures in order to 
extract the maximum bencht out of the constutuuion for the uplift 
of the people in vanous spheres of nahon al life 


The Mushm Leaguc party must be formed as a corollary so long as 
separate Ciectorates cxist but they would be free to co oper ue with any 
group or groups whose aims and iduils are approximately une sime 1s 
those of the All IndiaMuslim League The League appeals to Mus amuais 
that they should not permit themsclves to be exploited on cconomme or 
any other ground which well break up the solidunty of the community 
The Mushm League Centr} Parliamentary Board adopts the following 
programme for ensuing elections 


1) To protect the religious nghts of the Musalmins In ul matters of 
purcly religious Charicter duc weight shall be given to the opimions 
of Jannat ul Ulema Hind and the Mujtahids 


2 To make every cffort to secure die repeal of all repressive liws 
To resist all mcasurcs which are dctrimntal to the interest of India, 
which encroach upon the fundamental hbertics of the people and 
lead to Cconomic UExploitation of the country 

4 To reduce heavy cost of administrauyce machincry, central and 
provincial and allocate substantial funds for nikon building 
dcpartmcnts 

5 Tonatuonalive Indian Army and reduce the mihktury expenditure 


6 To cncourage development of indusunes, including cottage 
industncs 


54 


10 
11 
12 


13 
14 


Tit Nation's Voic F 


To regulate currency exchange and prices in the mtcrest of 
economic devclopment of the country 


To stand for the social educational ind economic uphft of the rural 
population 


To sponsor measures for the relicfof agncultural indcbtcdness 
To make elementary cducation free and compulsory 
To protect and promote Urdu language and script 


To devise mesures for the amchoranon of the peneral conditions 
of Muslims 


To take steps to reduce the heavy burden of taxauon 


To create a healthy public opinion and general pohtical 
consciousness throughout the country 
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28 Advice to Kashmir: Muslims — Assures Hindu 
Minorities of “Justice and Fair Play’ 


Srinagar, June 9 Choudn Ghulam Abbas, President, All 
Jammu and Kashmir Mushm Confcrence, presented an address 
of welcome to Mr MA Jinnah at Pathar Masjid in Srinagar 
where more than 20,000 Muslims had gathered The address 
outlined the activities Of Mr Jinnah and the work he had donc 
for the cause Of India In course of the address Choudrn Ghulam 
Abbas said “Political barricrs of imaginary Character may 
separate us from you at present but as the destimes of al 
Indians, whether they hve in yellow or red India? are linked 
together We have kcenly followed your movcment inside and 
outside the legislature in India and abroad We have always 
watched how while safeguarding the interests of the Community 
you have never succumbed or given way before the activitics of 
the reacuionaries We believe when the history of the struggle for 
emancipation comes to be written we Indian Musalmans can 
raise Our head high because of the sans of Isham hike yourself” 
Mr Jinnah’s Reply 


Replying to the address Mr Jinnah said, ‘Iam deeply moved 
that an address of this glowing cCharacicr descnbing me im these 
culogistic terms should be presented by the Jammu and Kashmir 
Musalmans for whom I have done nothing You have praised 
mec beyond words and honestly 1 don t half deserve what you 
have said IT appreciate the spirit, affection, regard and respect 
that you have shown me and the language that you have used in 
the address I am only a visitor here a bird of passage im this 
beauuful land of yours which | love, land that you possess 

Gentlemen! I was here 10 vears ago and from that day and 
today lam glad to find that the citizens of Jammu and Kashmir 
are awake EH has come ta you— this awakcming — and naturally 
one who has stood and will always stand for freedom of the 
people will appreciaic the movement and must stand for the nght 
ofthe people to govem theuirown affairs IT can show my respect 
and sincere sympathy with your movemcnt 

‘In your Address you have menuoned that I have always stood 
for Irccdom JI want you to understand that your struggle for 





"Public speech fribune 10 June 1936 
*Pohucal maps of Indit printed during the penod of the British rule showed in 
red the areas under direct Bnush contro} and yellow those undcr the contre} of 


the nitrve princes 
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freedom and my struggic for freedom in Bntish India stand on 
the same fooung While I am offering you my sympathics and 
good wishes may I requcst you to give me your good wishes and 
sympathies in my Bnush Indian affairs CVoices-Mostsurely) I 
am sure that you will have sympathy with those who struggle 
for their right to govern their own affairs 

“In your address you have mentioned my soltcitude for Hindu 
and Muslim unity This unity, I assure you, 1s net meicly a lip- 
expression nor a diplomatic statcmecnt on my part I say from the 
bottom of my heart that I have worked for years and that I shall 
continuc Lo work for it I believe that without this unity there 1s no 
hope for Bntish Indians to rule India I do not understand your 
problems here I therefore won’t hazard my opinion But I will, 
however, urge one thing upon you and the Icaders, that 18 tO Make 
the minortics — Hindus always fccl that they will receive 
jgusuce and fair play in the State It 1s the duty of the majorly 
to make them feel so Thave tricd this prncerpie im British India 
and have not succeeded in convincing some of the Icaders that 
there +s no hope for therr freedom without this principle beng 
adopted [FT willsay that without the nunomues [celing that Uicre 
will be fair play on the part of majority, you will always have 
a sore festering in your body politic ” 
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26 Rejects Jawaharlal's “Civil Liberties Union’’! 


Lahore, June 9 A well-attended mecung of the All India 
Muslim League this moming, it 15 understood, considered a 
circular Ictter reccived by Mr MA Jinnah from Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru mviting the former's views with regard to the 
Civil Libertics Union sponsored by Pandit Nehru, and authorised 
Mr Jinnah to convey to Pandit’ Nehru that, while fully 
appreciauing and sympathising with the prncipics underlying the 
Civili Liberues Umon, the Council was unable to capress any 
opinion thereon, without further details and specific proposals 


When a newspaper report that Mr Jinnah’s name had been 
included in a Committee formed in connection with the Civil 
Libertics Union at Bombay was brought to Mr Jinnah’s notice, he 
replicd that he knew nothing about the committee and had not 
agreed Lo serve thereon 


The same AIML mecung also considered Palestine question 
and Central Parhamentary Board procecding The mecting 
appointed a commillee to cutry On an agitauion in obedience to the 
resolution passed by AIML Council The resolution condemned 
the British policy in Palestine based on the Ballour Declaration 
The Council decided to observe June t9 as the Palestine Day’ 
throughout India 


Maulana Zafar Ali Khan, President Majlis t-ltehad-i-Millat, 
(nominated to the Board by Jinnah) attended 2-day mecting of 
the Board However, it was reported that Maulana Zafar Ali 
Khan expressed his inability to serve on the Board as, accerding 
to him, the creed of his partly was complete independence 
Below 1s a bref interview of Jinnah regarding refusal of certain 
members to serve on the Central Parhamentury Board 


Interviewed, regarding the piess reports that ceitam members 
from the U P. had declined to serve on the Board, Mr Jinnah said 
that he had not received any communicauon from any member 
except from Mr Abdul Aviv (Bihar) who had wrticn him a Ictter 
declining to serve on the Board Mr Jinnah added that he had 
received Ictters from many absentee members extending their 
wholchearted support to the Boaid — API 


‘News report, Star Of india V1 June 1936 See appendix X VHT 10 for the Council 
Mccting Resolutions 
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27 ML Parhamentary Board UP Dissenters’ 


Bombay, June 2! Intervicwed by the Assoctated Press 
regarding the unwillingness of cerain Muslim Icaders from the 
UP and Bihar to serve on the Mushm Central Parhamentary 
Board Mr MA Jinnah, President of the Board, said “I have 
received information from the Nawab ol Chhattan that he has 
changed his mind regarding serving on the Mustim [League 
Ccniral Parlramentary Board When he agreed to serve on the 
Board he knew and understood everything Ele has now suddenly 
realised that there 15 need for mixed unity in the UP [think 
those who read and understood the policy and the programme 
the League published had no difficulty mn understanding that we 
should be free to cooperate with any group whose ams were 
dpproximatcly similar to those of the Al India Mushm 1 cague 


The Nawab's Letter 


*}T received a letter from the Nawab ol! Chhattart on May 10 
after he had agreed to serve on the Board and one pont he 
emphasised was that [ should add the names of Sir Muhammad 
Yusuf and Mr Syed Ali Zaheer to the Board It was in 
dcetcrence to his wishes that TF strctehed a point and appointed 
Sir Muhammad Yusuf onthe Board but § did not appoint Mr 
Sycd Ah Zaheer as if was not possible to increase the U P 
quota on the Cential Board As for Sir Muhammad Yusuf the 
less sard the better, and itis cumous that he sull expresses Ais 
wish to serve on the Board provided that he 1 allowed te stand 
on the League as well as onthe National Agricultural Party 
tickets Tam surpnsed that a@ manwho has been a Minister in 
the UP Government and has taken an active part in the public 
life of the country should have made a suggestion which 1s 
obviously absurd” 


Regarding Mr Zalar Alt Khan, Mr Jinnah stated that his 
reasons for not serving on the Board had alrcady been publishcd 
mothe papers He beheved in a creed of complete mdcpendence 
which was not ihe creed of the Ecague As for Mr Abdul Asis 
from) Bihar he complcicly approves the objects of the Leaguc, 
but beheves the Clements on the Board will not lead to a 
harmomous working programme 


“Thus itwill bescen’ said Mr Jinnah ‘that out of 56 Ieading 
mon who have been appointed on the Boardso far only four have 
expressed their unwillingness to serve PT appeal to all Mushm 
votcrs to support the League policy and programme 


*Prossintiornview Civil A Military Gazette 2% Junc 1936 
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Bombay Meeting 


Members of the Muslim League Parliamentary Board 
represcnting the Bombay Presidency met last evening at Mr 
Jinnah’s house and had a preliminary discussion to set up a 
Provincial Parliamentary Board After an hour's exchange of 
views It was decided to issue invitations to about 100 Muslim 
leaders throughout the Presidency to mect on July 5 This 
mecting, after an exchange of vicws, will set up a Provincial 
Parliamentary Board to carry on the cleculon campaign and also 
to clect a Working Committee The Provincial Parlhamentary 
Board and Working Committee will immediately in consultauion 
with each other, select candidates to be put up for electuon to 
the Bombay Legislative Assembly and Council on behalf of the 
Muslim League It is understood that Mr Jinnah has been 
authorised 10 send invitations to vanious Mushm leaders in the 
Presidtncy — AP 
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28 Condoles Favsi-1-Husain's Death! 


The news of Sir Favl-i-Husain's death was received in 
Bombuy with feelings of decp sorrow 

Mr MA _ Jinnah, President of the All India Muslim League, 
told a representative of this paper that ‘Sir Fazt-1-Husain was a 
man of great ability and personality I! am extremely sorry to 
hear of his untimely death, and my sincerest sympathy goes 
out to Lady Favl-i-Husain and the family in their great 
bereavement ” 

“This 1s not the occasion,” added Mr Jinnah, “to discuss Str 
Fazl-1-Husain’s policy, programme and method with which I 
could not agree ” 


‘Press intorview, Iumes of India 11 July 1936 
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29 ML to Contact Mushm Masses! 


Bombay (By Mail) For the first ume in the history of the 
Mushm Leaguc, 4 vigorous altempt was being made to establish 
contact between the League and the Musiims in the country, 
declurced Mr MA Jinnah addressing a public mecting held at 
Nagdevi Sircct on Friday night (24 July} under the auspices of the 
Young Muslim Brotherhood and the Bohra Youth League Mr 
SA _ Brelvi presiding at the mecting promised his moral support 
to Mr Jinnah so long as he was convinced that the League would 
work for the welfare of the country in co-operation with the 
progressive forces, especially the Indian National Congress 
which had made great suacnfices in the cause of freedom 


Mr Jinnah’s Appeal 


Mr Jinnah said that he appealed to the Musalmans to support 
the League which should attain a position so as to be able to spcak 
with unchallenged authority for the 80 million Musalmans in 
India Mr Jinnah held out the assurance that he never intended to 
prove an obstruction or cicate difficuluics in the path of achreving 
nauional unity and was always ready to co-operate with those 
Parties whose aims and objculs were the same as those of the 
League 

Contunuing Mr Jinnah said that i was a fortunate day for 
the Musalmans when by a resolution on Apnil 12, 1936, the All 
India Muslim Leaguc session held in Bombay decided that 
contact with masses be established The adopuon of such a policy 
was no small advance for the League considering the conditions 
in which they were living at) present Today there was no 
organised channel through which the Musalmanys in India could 


‘Public spcech Star of India 29 July 1936 Tribune 26 July 1936 pu dlishcd 
Jinnahs observation at the occasion us follows 


‘Bombay, July 25 0 The maim objcct of the Mushm Leaguc 
at present 1s to establish contact with 80 nillion Musalmans in 
India The Mushms should have no other org inis ition J appeal 
lo the Muslims to comc together on one platform and cxpress 
their opmions and fechngs in onevore | give the assurance 
that I donoi intcnd to prove an obstruction or create difficullucs 
in the pathof acheving nitonal freedom by so doing but the 
Mushms so organised will prove a help in achicving the sume ' 
declared Mr A Jinnah addressing ¢ public mecting last night 
[24 July} in Nagdevi Street held under the joint auspices of the 
Young Muslim rotherhood and Bohra Youth League Mr SA 
Brolvi presiding United Press ’ 
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express their feclings or sentiments and there was no 
organisation which could speak with unchallenged authority for 
the 80 million Musalmans in India Mr Jinnah refernng to his 
entics observed that there was a fecling im one scction that the 
Muslims would be dragged into the fold of the reactionaries On 
the other hand, there was also the misgiving among the 
conservative section that the Muslims might be led by Mr 
Jinnah to the Congress or cxtreme Icft 


Musalmans Should Judge For Themselves 


Mr Jinnah replied that the Musalmans alone should judge 
for themsclves where to go and where not to go Why should the 
critics go on making prophecies? So long as separate electorates 
existed, the separate organisation of Musalmans was an invitable 
corollary But that did not mean that such a position was an idcal 
one or that he was satisfied with it He had, however, to decal 
with Teahuies and would do his best in the circumstances 


Mr Jinnah maintained the failure to attain unity between the 
Hindus and the Mushms was because attempts were made in the 
past only atthe top though with the best of intcentrons and with all 
sincenty and patnotnsm He, therefore, wanted to build the 
foundation and carry the community with him 50 that real and 
genuine unity could be achieved It was not proper that a 
handful of men at the top should decide the quesuon The 
masses should be persuaded and educaicd tn that direction so 
that lasting untty could be attatrned “Those who bless us, we 
thank them, those whose sympathise with us, we appreciate their 
sympathy, those who oppose us we resist them We shall go on 
undeterred by any opposition from any quarter,” concluded Mr 
Jinnah — API 
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30 Advice to Students — “Acquire a Disciplined Mind” 
and Reject ‘““Communalism’”! 


Lucknow, August 13° The All-India Students Conference 
reassembled this moming at the Ganga Prasad Mcmortal Wall, 
Mr Mohammad Ali Jinnah, ML A presiding 

In the course of his” presidential address, Mr Jinnah 
congratulated the students for having gathered at Lucknow from 
all parts of the country in order to encourage cultural and 
micicctudl Co-operation among them who belonged to vanous 
provinces He was also glad to find the students of every 
community, caste and creed on the same platform and 
characterised it aS a bnght spot on India’s future horivon 
Proceeding, Mr Jinnah reiterated what Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
said the previous day that students sheuld keep their eyes open 
to what was happening wn the world today and also realise 
actualities and realitics of the present-day problem 

India today "said Mr Jinnah is tom inte divisions and your 
endeavour should bc to tackle this qucstion and find ways and 
means Lo solve the problen’ Mr Jinnah was a bil outspoken 
when he was refermng to the future of India and on what tine the 
regencrauon should come fam not at afl afta of a 
revolution’, he declarcd, if that ms neccessary for the country, | 
will say ‘yes’ Foam not afraid of bloodshed cither However 
Mr Jinnah appealed to the students to acquire a mentality and 
disciplincd mind wherein they would be capable of taking mghi 
judgement 

Continuing Mr Jmnah observed that India, in spite of all the 
casting differences and divisions today, was pulsating with a 
new Ife and that the ideas of the younger generation were 
running on the path of achicving complete pohtical [recdom for 
the country The current might not be noticeable on the surface 
but the material was developing unnoticed Tic would not be 
Surprised rf, on one fine day, all the broken pieces were jomned 
and a new history was wnitten He thercfore appealed to the 
students not to think of the problems that are facing the country 
in terms of rchigion, but teach a lesson to their clders who were 
spoiling the national Ife by their communalism 


‘Public specch fribune 14 August 1936 
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31 Appeal to Indians — “Work for Unity of Whole Indian 
Nation’ 


Lucknow, August 11) The Lucknow Municipal Board today 
accorded a civic reception to Mr M A Jinnah, founder of the 
All India Muslim League Parliamentary Board The municipal 
address recalled Mr Jinnah’s services to the country and satd 
“Itis a matter of pride to this city that the well known Congress- 
League Pact which served as a foundation for the Montagu 
Chelmsford reforms was brought about in this city in the year 
1916 when you presided atthe dchberations of the All India 
Muslim League ” 

Mr Jinnah, replying appealed to every Indian to work for not 
only amity among the two major communities Of India but also 
for unity in the whole of the Indian nation Dealing with the 
Indianisation of the army, he said that he was far from satisfied 
with the Government’s policy and would stiuve hard for gtcater 
acceleration in the pace of Indtanisation 


'Public speech Statesman 15 August 1936 
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32 Laments “Eighty Million Mushms Were Sleeping’”! 


Lucknow, August 15. About 400 Muslims from all parts of 
the province met here this cvcning to form the UP Mushm 
League Parhamentary Board The meccting was not open to the 
Press but from various sources tt 1s understood that Mr Jinnah 
urged that it was high time the All India Muslim League, which 
has for many years been nothing more than an academic body 
with no real contact with the Mushm masses, should become a 
living Orgamivauion He declared that while India was throbbing 
with political consciousness, 80,000,000 Muslims were 
sleeping The passage of the Government of India Act, 1935, 
afforded an apportunity to the community to organise itsclf and 
by a resolution at Bombay an AI India Muslim League 
Parliamentary Board had bcen authorised [established] There 
were now S6members on the Board and the League was open 
toevery Muslim who agreed with 11s basic principles In fact, it 
was the duly ofevery Muslim to become a member of the League 


Non-Communal Basis 


He denied that the League’s primary aim was to encourage the 
communal basis Anyone who read the League Pathamentary 
Board’s manifesto could not say that the League was a Communal 
body but at the same ume it was only natural for Muslims to 
Organise 48 a separate entity By uniung under one banner, 
Muslims could make a great contmbution towards the {freedom 
ofindia Mr Jinnah added that he would be perfectly happy if 
Hindus would also organise one united League it would then be 
much easicr for the best brains in the two communilics lo sit 
together to decide national wsucs Mr Jinnah concluded by 
appealing to Muslims to forget past differences and join the 
League creed Only one group would be excluded Those persons 
who were past redemption, who went about secking their own 
Interests and thought nothing of personal aggrandiscment at the 
expense of the community In the past the League had been 
domimiated by such peopic but now they should receive no quarter 
in this body 

Nawab Ismail Khan moved the main resolution to form an 
Election Board It 1s understood that this Board will issue an 
election manifesto embodying the special problems facing the 
Province and will clect Hs own working commitice to carry on 
election work 


‘News report, Statesman 17 August 1936 
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33 Hopes “Bengal Muslims Willi Unite Under League 
Banner’”! 


Mr M A Jinnah, who arnved in Calcutta yesterday from 
Lucknow, had an extremely busy day Soon after his arnval he 
Was met by many prominent party Icaders and Muslim workers 
who came fromthe mofussil in large numbers Later on, Mr 
Jinnah hcid successive informal conferences with representatives 
of the All Bengal Proja Pany, the Bengal Presidency Muslim 
Leaguc, the Mushm Majlis and other Muslim organisations and 
disscussed the present Musiim situation of the province The 
conversauion was carned on until late in the cvcening but no 
definite decision had yet been reached The main object of Mr 
Jinnah’s visit to Calcutta 1s to Cxplore avenues to bring together 
on a common platform the dillcrent Muslim political groups 
working in the province 

A large number of Mohammedans representing various 
secuons of the community and a body of Muslim students and 
Khilafat volunicers who throngcd Howrah Stauion platform and 
its precincts gave Mr Jinnah a cordial reception He was taken in 
procession from the platform to a waiting car oulside the station 
and driven to the house of Mr M A’ Ispahant where he 1s 
staying, “Those present at the Howrah station included Hay 
Adamyt Dawood, Chatrman Recepuon Committee Mr A K 
Favlul Hug, Khan Bahadur A Momin Mr HS) Suhrawardy, 
Khan Bahadur Hajt Syed Abdul Hafeez, Khan Bahadur 
Kasimuddin Siddique, Mr MA Ispaham, Dr R Ahmed Mr I 
C Goswami Mr BC Chatter, Mr JC Gupta Mr 
Ramaprasad Mukherjyt Hay Abdur Raschiod Khan Mr K 
Nooruddin, Hat Dost Ahmad, Nawabsada K  Nasiruila, 
Nawabvada Syed Hasan Alt, Maulvi Abdul Kanm = Khan 
Bahadur Ataur Rahman, Mr Abdul Matin Chowdhury Malik 
Jan Mohamed, Mr Muyibar Rahaman Mr S CC) Latiff Mr 
Altaf Hossain, Mr Humayun Kabir Mr Revai Kamm Mr Cs 
Mowla Mr Ahi Ispahani and Mr Kabiruddin Ahmad, Maulana 
Augulla and Mr Fazlulah Ganyjyee 

Inturvicwed by a representaiive of the State vaian Mr Jinnah 
expressed himsclf cnthusiastucally about his successful tour im 
the United Provinces and the formation of a Muslim Leaguc 
Parliamentary Board in Lucknow ‘The Board in the United 
Provinces, Mr Jinnah statud was now firmly established with 


'News report Stalesman 38 August 1936 
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the Raja Of Salempore as its chairman and it would now go 
ahcad with its clecuoncening campaign He was struck by the 
spirit Of Co-operation and unity that he had witnessed there “I 
icft Uhe province,” he said, “full of hope and I have every 
reason to belicve that Mohammedans of other provinces will 
follow the example of the United Provinces’ I also expect 
Bengal to mse to the occasion and cstablish a Musitm Leaguc 
Parliamentary Board in the province sf am,’ he added, ‘‘carrying 
on conversations with various Icaders and fF am hopeful that 
the Mohammedans of Bengal will be united as one party under 
the banner of the All India Muslim Lcaguc Madras, Bombay, 
the Punjab, the United Provinces and Assam have alrcady 
formed their Mushm League Parliamentary Boards and Bengal 
must not lag behind ” 
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34. Discussions with Bengal Muslim Leaders’ 


Earlicr in the day [18 August], Mr Jinnah had prolonged 
discussions with party Icadcrs, and members of various Muslim 
organiyvauions Coming from different pams of the province 

Dunng the day he paid a visit to the Bengal Muslim Chamber 
of Commerce where the principal subject discussed was the 
proposed Indo-British Trade Agreement Mr Jinnah pointed out 
that he had dcalt with the problem of preferences in his speech 
inthe Assembly in the Oltawa debate? and he was convinced that 
wk Was not in the interest of India to enter into any trade 
agreement with the United Kingdom on the basis of the Ottawa 
preferences Provisions should also, he said, be made for 
Separate agreements with other countries, such as, Germany 
with whom India had had extensive trade connexons in the past 
Restnicuions imposed on trade and commerce m diffcient 
countrics of the world posed, accoiding to him, a scrious 
problem and any scheme which did not add to this would 
probably be more welcome in the present circumstances 

In the aftemoon, Mr Jinnah had tea with the Nawab Bahadur 
of Dacca and other Icading members of the All Bengal United 
Muslim party at the Nawab 5 residence The conversation, It 1s 
understood, centred round the qucstion of a united Muslim party 
in Bengal Dascussion with various party leaders was conunucd 
until late at night but no definite solution appears to have yet 
been rcached 

Some of the Hindu leaders including Mr B G Chatter: and 
Mr TC Goswamimet Mr Jinnahinthe morning Mr Jimnah will 
be busy today in connection with the unity Committee appointed 
at the recent Town Hall mecting of Bengal Muslims to explore 
avenucs for the formation of a united Muslim orgnization in the 
province The commitice consists of Mr Jinnah, the Nawab of 
Dacca and Mr AK Favlul Huq 


‘News report, Staiesman 19 August 1936 


2Sce Wahccd Ahmad (cd ) Quaid 1 Azam Mohanunad Al Jinnah Speeches, 
open pp 200 24 for his speech dated 26 M irch 1936 
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35 Asks Bengal Mushm Students — “Carry the Banner of 
Muslim League” 


Calcutta, August 18 “We are aiming at the solidanty of the 
Muslims not with a vicw lo quarrc! with our sisicr Communilics, 
but in order to weed out the bad clements that exist in our 
midst,” declared Mr M A Jinnah, addressing a largely attended 
mecting in Albert Hall, Calcutta, last night, when an address of 
welcome was presented to tim by the All Bengal Muslim 
Students’ Assouation Mr A K Favtul Hlaq presided 

“We want to produce”, Mr Jinnah continued, ‘independent, 
progressive and feurless men who will work sincerely for the 
country, and when we have done that, we mean lo make as 
great acontmbution to the freedom of our motheilend as any 
other community” Mr Jinnah said that they had among them 
elements whose domination must cease The reactionary 
elements and coterics must be overpowered They wanted the 
Mushims by organizing themsclvcs to come into their own they 
also wantcd the Hindus to come into their own He was sure 
that the lofiier minds in the two communitics would come to an 
agreement “Those who misicpresent us will not succecd those 
who bless us, we thank them, those who sympathise with us, we 
appreciate their sympathy, but those who obstruct us and put 
difficuluics in our way we shall resist them,” added Mr Jiimah 

Hic appealed to Hindu and Mushm students to make tricnds 
and understand and tolcrate one another That, he said, was the 
only certain way to build up the nation because there was no 
doubt that the burden of the Onwatd march for the [reedom of 
the motherland would fall on them He asked the students to 
show a belter cxampte to their clders who, he said, were 
quarrelling over pctly matters He suggested that the students 
should come undcr one organization irrespective of castes and 
communiucs Mr Jinnah added that students might help in 
many ways those who were doing some pood work So far as 
Muslim students were concerned, he asked them to carry the 
banner of the Muslim League The League, he said, did not 
Stand only for the Muslims for rcally i aimed at the 
achicvement of national freedom 

Mr Hag said that Mr Jinnahwas csscnttally a pcople’s man 
one of those rare specimens of humanity who picicired to serve 
the people rather than khow-tow or bow down to those in 


"Public speech Statesman 19 August 1936 
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authonty, whether black or white 

Among those present were 

Mr Hamayun Kabir, Mr K Nooruddin, Dr R Ahmed, Mr 
Abdus Samad, Khan Bahadur Alaur Rahman, Mr Shamsuddin 
Ahmad, Mr Nausan Ah, Professor Altaf Alt, Mr Jchangir Khan 
and Mr SC Roy 
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36 “India Should not be deprived of Foreign Market’”! 


Mr MA Jinnah visited the Mushm Chamber of Commerce on 
lucsday afternoon [18 August] to have an informa! discussion 
with the members of the Commiutitce The conversation mainly 
related to the subject of the proposed Indo-Bnush Trade 
Agreement 


Mr Jinnah pointed out that he had dealt with the problem of 
preferences in his speech inthe Assembly in the Ottawa debate 
and he was convinced that it was notin the interest of India to enter 
into any trade agreement with the Unitcd Kingdom on the basis of 
the Ottawa preferences Provisions should also be niade for 
separate agreement with other countiics such as Germany with 
whom India hed extensive trade connections m= the past 
Resiricuions mmposed on trade and commerce in different 
countries of the world, Mr Jinnah added, constituled a senous 
problem and any scheme which did net add to this state would 
probably be more welcome in the present cucumstances In 
teply to a question, Mr Jinnah said that the Assembly would 
certainly ask the Goverment to make arrangements Lo enter into 
trade pacts with other countrics as well because this point was 
made perfecuy Clear during the Ottawa debate in the Assembly, 
that India should not be deprived of her foreign markets because of 
the fact that no trade agreements carsicd between such countries 
and Indta 

Mr MA Ispaham, President of the Chambcr, pomted out the 
difficulucs of the members of the Muslim Chambcr ol Commerce, 
who control a very high percentage of trade and commerce, on 
account of the fact that adequate representation has not been 
given to this Chamber in the Ecdceral Assembly Mr Jinnah 
Promised to watch the interests of the Chamber in the Assembly 
and said) that he realised the difficult position in which the 
members were placcd with regard to their representauion in the 
Ccntral Legislature Mr Ispahani thankcd Mr Jinnah in a few 
well-chosen words for his visit to the Chamber and the mccting 
turminated after a lively discussion lasting for an hour The 
lollowing were among those present - Mr MA Ispahani, Mr 
LS Abdulkader, Mr Hajee Vallimohamed Kassam Dada, Mr 
Adamjee Hajec Dawood, Mr Muhammad Rafiquc, Mr NM 
Fils, Mr Kasstm A Muhammad, Mr MK _ Khalcell, Mr Nur- 
ur-Rahman, Mr Gulamhossain, A Dossant, Mr M A Asiskhan, 
Mr HG Moostufa, Mr DM _ Lockhat and Mr SM_ Ishaq 
Chandna 


'Pubhic address Star of india, 20 August 1936 


72 Tut Nation's VOICE 


37. Advises Students — “Not to Take Part mm Active and 
Aggressive Politics’”! 


“T think the Muslims wall be the strongest and stablest clement 
of the future Government of our country and if they are 
organised they will make an cven greater contiibutuuon to the 
freedom of India than any other community,” said Mr M A 
Jinnah replying to an address presented to him by members of 
the Calcutta Islamia College Union yesterday [19 August) He 
advised the students not to take part in active and agyiessive 
poluics of the country but tokeep abreast of what was going 
on in the country and the world around them Mr Jinnah then 
explained the aims and objects of the All India Muslim LE cague 
The Muslim League, he pointed out, had so far been only a 
dialectic body having no contact with the miclhgentsta and the 
Muslim masses There was no regular Musiim organirzauion The 
Muslims were ina part of no-man’s land where any adventurer 
could come and masqucrade as a iepiescentative of 8O millions of 
Mohanmmedans This state of things, he said, could not be 
allowed to continue a day longer Besides, in view of the coming 
constituuion ib was essential for the Muslims to) organise 
themselves undcr the banner of the League as one umicd solid 
Party 
Past Mistakes 


The Muslims had sulfered a great deal in the past through 
lack of organivation Their voters were never approached im a 
systematic Manner People somchow got themselves clcected 
But once mside the icpistature, they did as they pleased The 
result was thal some of them went into the Government lobby 
and some with the opposition Some chose to go wherever their 
interests lay There were as miny speeches as there were 
members and as much opimon as there were Partics There 
must be an cnd to this state of affams and with this obyect in 
view the Musiim League had set up pathamentary Boards 

ft has been said that theirs would be a communal party, but 
then, Mr Jinnah continucd, there was no other door open to 
them So long as scpurate electorates stood, the natural corollary 
was that they would have scparate Mohammedan voters But 
in their scheme they had made it clear that they would cooperaic 
or coalesce with any other group or groups 1n the legislatures 


‘Public specch, State wnan, 20 August 1936 
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whose aims and idcals were apploximately the same as those 
of the Mushm Parliamentary Board 


Reply to critics 


A cnucism had been made that his Ginnah’s) predictions bore 
strong (séc) that he would take the Muslims into the Congress 
camp straight away and that there were people in the personnel 
of the League Parhamentary Board who, in spite of the presence 
of Mr Jinnah, would side with the Government This, Mr 
Jinnah assured, would be impossible having icgard to the 
schemes of the Board and its strict rules Their rules had been 
framed with the sole object of Choosing their best men Besides 
their policy and programme weie a complete answer to such 
criucisms If, Mr Jinnah added, they were able to send their 
best men to the legislatures and if their sister Communmilics also 
were able to do so” then the beller minds of fitndus and 
Mohammedans would be able to adjust their differences and 
come to a reseitiement Such an adjustment would be real and 
geniune 

Mr Jinnah was made a life member of the Islamia College 
Union amid cheers Throughout the day Mr Jinnah was busy in 
connecuon with the Unity Commutice appoimted at the recent 
Muslim mecting at the Town Hall to find ways and micans for 
the formation of one unmtcd Mushm political organisauion in 
the province In the cvcning, Mr Jinnah attended Benyal 
Presidency Muslim League 
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38 Addresses Bengal Mushms “Fate of Mushms of All 
Provinces Bound Together” 


A crowded mecting of the Muslims of Calcutta was held at 
Town Hall on Thursday, August 20 Mr Adamyi Hajt Dawood 
presided A welcome address was presented to Mr Jinnah on 
behalfof Bengal Muslims which inter alia said 


‘Endia 18 today undoubtcdly in the throes of a peacclul 
revolution and a new urge fora bettcr order of things has taken 
hold of her teeming millions Throughout your long association 
with the political life of the Musalmans you have striven your 
best to creatuin them a strong sense of political Consciousness 
and have preached the lesson of amity, concord, toleration and 
National Unity in the greater interests of India and the Indians 


‘The New Constiution that has come however inadequate it 
be, will require a united front on the part of the Musalmans You 
have visited Calcutta at the request of the various Muslim 
poliicul groups who arc preparing their separate = political 
platforms to contest the coming clections You have brought to 
them the message of Unity You are the messenger of peace and 
yours 1s amuission of goodwill You have been trying to weld the 
divided groups of the Musiims in the vanous provinces of India 
nto one Organic whole In this selfless, sincere and noble effort 
of yours you have the fullest support of your community We 
pray that your cfforts be crowned with success!’ 


Words and Deeds 


Replying to the address Mr Jinnah spoke with some bitterness 
bor, perhaps, of the suff, oppositton to his plan of Mustim 
solidarity through the Muslim League Parliamentary Board 
which the Proja Party 1s olfennmg He began by saying “I am 
thankiul to the Muslims of Bengal forthe great honour they have 
done me Tappreciate it all the more because itis an honour from 
Muslim Bengal which constitutes 40 pc of the entire Muslim 
India Bultdo you want to honour and welcome me by your words 
or achons?’ The speaker then said thal he had come to Bengal at 
the joint and unanimous invitation of the three Mustim groups of 
Bengal viz , Proja Party, Umied Mushm Party and Presidcncy 
Mushm League [1 was apparent from the tone and temper of 
Mr Jinnal's specch that he was not very hopeful of the results of 
his negou ations 


'Public specch Star of India 21 August 1936 
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Refernng to national unity he said 


“Ours 18 not a hosule movemcnt Ours 1s a movement which 
carmcs the olive branch to every sisicr community We are willing 
io CO-opcrate, we are willing to coalesce with any group or groups 
provided their ideals, their objects are approximately the same as 
ours” 


Tradition of 30 Years 


Appcating to Muslims tocome under the bannerof the All India 
Muslim League Mr Jinnah said that as the oldest political 
organization of the Muslims founded at Dacca the L cague has got 
a tradition and history of 30 years to fall back upon So far the 
I eague had been in hands of groups It was now time to convert 
wointo an all Indra mass organization which might speak with 
authority and one voice on behalf of the 80 million Mushms of 
India ft must have a sanction of public opinion behind Ww Only 
the All India Musiim League could play this rote in the future 
constitution of India He said) T ask the Muslims, to) whatever 
gioup they may belong to rilly round this one flag and to 
produce that unity and that united front which will cnablc us to 
have out duc place under the sun and our duc share im the 
Government of the country 


‘Pairika’ Refuted 


Mr Jinnah further very vehemently refuted — the 
misrepresentation Made in the course of cditormab notes by the 
Amaruia Bazar Patrika He said But I must say there are some 
quarters which wil try to misrepresent us bam confident that they 
will fail Foranstance Tread this moming afeader inthe Amrita 
Bazur Patrtha ajournal of some standing and reputatron Tk has 
made certain statements referring to me which are totally false 
give youone example The Amrita Buzar Patrikha says 

The surprise of the student communtiy will not ccrtainly tend 
lo dimunish when they discover that Mr Jinnih who hid stoutly 
defended the system of separate electorate for his awn community at 
the Round Tible Conference was the same amiable gentlumien who 


stood before them and suypcsicd that the students of Bong i should 
come under one organisation arcspecuye of Caste or creed 


Let me tell you publicly that iis untruc that T fought for 
ScPparatc clectorates Over and over agai not only I but the 
Muslim delegation unanimously were willing to come to a 
sctliement on the basis of jointelectorat. We do not mind that 
‘he newspapers should criticise us I welcome criticisms But I 
nust repel misrepresentation of factsof this character By doing 
‘his the Amrita Bazar Patriha 1 doing the greatest disservice 
Ol Only Lo the community for whom H speaks or professes to 
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speak, but doing the greatest disservice to the advancement and 
welfare of India ” 


Mr Jinnah again fervently appealed for Mushm unity in 
Bengal and said “if the Muslim League 1s tnumphant, you will 
be educating and trainmg people as an organised, disciplined team 
and you will bescnding men through this single machinery for 
the purpose of contesting the forthcoming clechions You require 
men to represent you truly, fanhfully and loyally If you 
succeeded in bringing about that developmcunt outside the 
Legislatures and inside the Legistaturcs, | have no doubt in my 
mind that you would be making the greatest contiburons to the 
advancement, welfare and to the attainment of freedom for 
Indta 


All India Unity Needed 


“T wish to see Muslim unrty realizcd before I leave Calcutta 
If you achieve unity in Bengal of a sohd and substantial sccuon 
of the Mushms there 1s a bright day for Bengal Bul you must 
look beyond your own province You cannot neglect your biethren 
of faith in other provinces There are all India issues, all India 
problems — vital problems that have amsen and will arse from 
uume to time If the entre Muslims of India were politically 
organized and if they remain united then they will be torging 
sanctions behind them in order to play their part in the decision 
of all Indiaquecsuons Bengal Muslims cannot neglect them brcth- 
ren of other provinces You must be united under one banncr of 
the League and go forward fearlessly This is the only way of 
getting your share, your duc share, mn the administration of your 
country The fate of the Muslims of all provinces is bound 
together They constitute an indivisible whole and a single 
political entity They must tise and fall together 


Rise Above Pettiness 


“Sink your differences, destroy personalities and jcolousics 
Rise above them You see in front of you all India pulsauing and 
throbbing with political consciousness and the youths of 
Mushims and Hindus throbbing with a new life to altain 
freedom for us! Ehis is notnormial umes We are going through 
very surring umcs 1 say itis a most critical moment and do 
not allow this to be missed by you’ 


Promincnet among those present were Mr AK Favztul Huq, 
Mr and Mrs K_ Nooruddin, Miss Jinnah, Dr and Mrs R 
Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Abdul Momen, Sir Syed Sadullauy Mr 
LP Atkinson, Khan Bahadur Obcdul Ban, Kumar Saradindu 
Narayan Ray, Prof BB Roy, Prof Humayun Kabir Prince 
Akram Hossain Bahadur, Maulvit Muvirbar Rahman, Mr 
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Shamsuddin Ahmed, Maulvi Nauser Al, Khan Bahadur KM 
Asadulla, Hon Syed Abdul Haliz, Maulvi Asrafuddin 
Chowdhury, Mrs S M Zakarna, Mr F Nurunnobt,Mis SM 
Zakana, Mr Aviz Ansan, Mr Kabiruddin Ahmed MLA, 
Maulvit Jan Muhammad, Qazi Sycd Shah Md Osman, Mahk 
Gholam Husain and Syed Abbas Alt 
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39. Addresses Calcutta University Students — No Indian 
“Freedom” Without Communal Solution’ 


“In the course of your carcer as students—whcelher you are 
Hindus or Mohammedans, Christians or Parsces or Buddhist— 
constantly coming in contact with cach other, remember you 
have a golden opportunity of understanding cach other, of 
knowing cach other, of exchanging your views and of claiming 
lifelong fnendship,” observed Mr MA Jinnah, addicssing a 
crowded mecung of the students of the post-graduate department 
of the Calcutta University at) the Asutosh Hall, on Priday 
afternoon [21 August] Mr Shyama Prasad Mookerjce, Vice- 
Chancellor of the Calcutta University, presided 


Mr Jinnah said that he was very glad that the students 
recogniscd him a8 a nationalist Tt was periccity true and 
he was proud of wt Their goal was thit they must attain freedom 
for their country They should not quaricl over words Some 
people thought that it would be necessary to state that they stood 
for independence, other said ‘full and complete responsible 
government, some said 'domimon status’ THe thought that they 
were all agreed on the point Their one issuc, he said, was that 
‘we want [ree India and Indra that his the goverment of its 
country in their own hand ’” 


Problem of Future 


Proceeding, Mr Jinnah said thatif they wanted to attain that 
goal, three things were necessary—dcelfenee, education and 
knowledge and trade, industry and finance That was, in his 
opinion, knowledge for imdependence, knowledge — for 
responsible government, they might call iw domunion status if 
they Iikhed How they were gong to attarn the samc, he 
continued, was the problem belore them (the students) They were 
withoul defence torces They must confess thal man was strong 
or the strongest who knew his own faults and his own 
weakness They were today divided In the first mstance the 
communities that exisicd in thar midst were not agiced 


“You cannot all of a sudden make a new world or make a 
Paradise You are voing through a process tor the attainment of 
freedom You ought lo go through the crucifix of fire suffering 
and sacnfices Don't be dishcuntuncd Nations are not built in a 


‘Public specch Star ofdadia 24 August 1936 A summ inisca versionof the specch 
and the proceedings appe edi fribune 22 August 1936 
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day Bul as we are going on Ict us adopt those steps which will 
tuke us forward and not buckward Remember you cannot stand 
sull for a very long ume, cither go forward or bickward* Mr 
Jinnah appealed to the youngmen—as he sud, he hid appealed to 
the conference Of AIL India Students in Lucknow — to study the 
reahitics, analyse them and then build their decision ‘That was the 
first thing he wanted to impress upon them The sccond thing was 
to understand cach other durny their contact wath students of 
various communilics and to make fends with them 


“Remember, added Mr Jinnah, ‘India cannot make any 
progress and India’s salvation ics in the unry of all communitics 
especially the Hindus and Mushims It is tor you not to biush 
aside and be carricd away by whims cipriccs and theoncs but 
find a solution as statcsmicn, as practic dl politicians ind unless 
you find a solution of this problem, you will not make any teal 
progress Ikas up to you all whether as Hindus and Muslims or 
Parsees or Chistians, ibis up to you neither asa Pdindu nor as a 
Mushm but as an Indian to find ts solution because this 
quesuion must be solved and without a complete sofuuon of this 
qucstion India cannot make any appreciable progress im the 
direcuon of frecdom ’ 


Third Party Handicap 


Concluding, Mr Jinnah sud ‘Surong as you look to a third 
Party, so Jong as you depend upon a thid party, you stand 
condemned and are unfit for self-government Tf there are 
differences and disputes between yourselves, you know to tise lO 
the occasion and settle them amongst yourselves, as tiicnds as 
partners and as countrymen Thisis the problem that will have to be 
solved ” (Applause) 


Mi Shyama Prasad Mookenee welcomed Mr Jinnah on 
behalf of the University and on behalf of everyone of those 
present It was, indeed, very kind of him, said the Vicc-Chance Hor, 
to have agrecd to come and visit the University and addicss a lew 
words to the students of the Post-graduate Department This 
University in the past had had the opportunity of inviting 
dasunguishcd Indians irrespective of caste or creed “You can 
ash what is the reason why Mr Jinnah’s pursonality appeals so 
strongly to the youth of India,” hesaid “Pwould not refer to his 
undoubted position as a lawyer of brullance and i a keen 
dcbator, as these are well-known facts, but over and above these 
“ec claim him to be an Indian nationalist (hear, hear) Besides we 
claim him to be one of those fighters who knows how to fight 
stubbornly for the atlamment of the ideal which they have made 
theirown ” 
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40. Message to Bengal Mushms — “Support ML 
Wholeheartedly’” 


Calcutta, August 26 ““My message to the Musalmans of 
Bengal 1s to support the AH India Mushm League 
wholecheartcdly and work under its banner’, sad Mr MA 
Jinnah, who 1s returning to Bombay today 


He addcd the Musalmans of Bengal were united under the 
wise guidance of their leaders and occupicd a unique position 
not only so far as their own inicrests were conccemed but all 
over India They would be almost a deciding factor in regard 
to the fortune of the province and were 1n a position to help m 
the attainment of freedom for India more than any other 
section He sincerely hoped that they would use their power 
and influence wiscly and in a statesman Ike manner — API 


‘Message, Tribune 27 August 1936 
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41 ML “Party of Progressive Men’! 


Bombay, August 28 “lI assure the public that in the 
formation of provincial boards of the All India Mushm League, 
we have not lost sight of the basic principle that ours must be 
a party of progressive, patriotic and independent men who will 
not only scrve Musalmans but Indta as a whole’, said Mr 
Jinnah in the course ofa press interview onhis retum from his 
tour ofthe UP and Bengal Mr Jinnah said that he had come 
back doubly assured by his followcrs in the UP and Bengal 
that the Muslim Leaguc would get the fullest backing from 
progressive and independent Musalmans and almost all 
secuons of politically minded Musalmans 

Mr Jannah declined to comment on the Congicss clection 
manifesto He was confident that the Muslim League would 
capture almost all seats His tour in’ Bengal he stated, had 
snown that all progressive scctions of Musalm ins were anarous 
to work under the banner of the All India Muslim League 
Parliamentary Board 


"Press interview, Civil & Military Gazette 30 August 1936 
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42. Bombay Mushim Scat in Council of State Kassum 
Mitha “is Free to Contest’ 


Bombay (By Mail) Mr MA Jinnahhasissucd the following 
statement 


Last February Sir Sulumin Kassum Matha an! Sir Roihiumtull ah 
Chinoy Icft the question is to who should stand for and contest the 
election of the Bombiy Muslim scat im the Council of Stite to my 
daciston Since then the term of the Council was extinded by six 
months and thercforc there wis no necd to decide one wy or the 
other But now that} understind that the clcctions of the Council of 
State are poing to Like phice Sir Rahumtulih Chinoy has mtim ited 
to me tat he docs not wish to stand for ind contest die clection 


That being so at as not necessiry for me to decide as to who 
should stand Sir Suluman Kassum Mutha as [rec therefore to stand 
for and contest the clection af funtess} there as any other candid ate 
in the field — API 


"Statement, Star of India 16 September 1936 
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43 Reviews Progress of ML Parhamentary Board 
Provincewise! 


Simla, September 19 A review of the work of the Muslim 
1 cague since the constitution of the Central Pathamentary Board 
was given by Mr MA Jinnah, President, at a meectung of the 
Board held today Those present were the Nawab of Dacca, Mr 
WM = Ispahani (Bengal), Mr Murtaza Sahib (Madras), the 
Maharaja of Mahmudabad and Maulana Shaukat Ali (UP), Raya 
Garanfar Alt (Punjab), Maulana Ahmed Said (Decl) and Abdul 
Maun Choudhry (Assam) The tollowing wete co-opted on the 
Board 


From Bengal Haj: Neor uddin Nawibsada Mulhiunmad Ali 
Bogri Khw yi Sir Nazim ud din’ Pir Abu Bikar 
Sihib ind Pur Lalshih Min 


From Bombay Mr Hosan Blau Loaljee PRakeom Muh unm aid 
Hassan of Maley ion 

from Madras Abdul Hitkim Salib aad Mr Yoakub Ebass un 

From Bihar Syed Nigt Imam Muulvi Badru) Hasin 


MLA oo and Hay Abdul Qideer €Arr ih) 
From United Provinces The Rayiof Ninpari ind Sycd Zakir Alt 
From Assam Mr Abdul Musabbir C houdhry 


Apphcations for affiliation to the Boud were acccpicd from 
the UP Madras, Bombty, the Punjab, Bengal and Assam, the 
lust menuoned body being one constituted by Mr Abdul Matin 
Choudhry and Mr MA _ Ravak 
Mr Jinnah's speech 

Mr Jinnah reviewing the situation in several provinces said 
that in Bombay the Board was in full vigour A strong Boaid had 
been formed in Assam These two provinces, though important 
in their own way, were Nol so rmportant as the Puny ib, Bengal 
and the U P In the Punjab, the progicss was not so sausfactory 
as desired, bul judging Irom recent reports, the siluauon was 
hopeful and would improve very soon In the U P, support and 
Pohtical consciousness behind the movement were more solid 
than in any other province In Bengal, baring a mft in the lute 
recently created, cveryone who was counted in public life was 


‘Spach, Tribune 20 Scpicmber 1936 
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represented on the Board and Mi: Jinnah hid no doubt that it 
would function belicer than any other province as the League's 
acuivilicSs spread uUicmselves The only province where no 
appreciable progress had been made were the Frontier, Sind and 
Bihar and Orissa There was a strong party in Sind, which would 
shortly scck alfilration In Central Provinces a resoluuon had 
been passed to form a Board and he had been requested to go 
therc and help to constitute msn the Frontier, the situition was 
peculiar and Mr Jinnah informed the Board thit he was visiling 
the Punjab some time in October and would also visit the 
Fronticr and Sind The Board will mect next in Calcutta 


The Board resolved authonsing Mr Jinpah, President of the 
Board, to take such disaiphniry action as he mmght = think 
proper against any member of the Board who might be found 
guilty of insubordinauion, disloyalty or defiance of principle s 
and policics Jud down by the Boud and remove the nume of 
such membcr from the Botud if necessiry — API 
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44 Fazlul Hug “to Explain His Conduct”’ 


“There was no question for the All India Muslim League or 
ihe Central Board or the Provincial Board which we were 
forming that 1t should accepi the policy and the programme of the 
Nikhil Banga Proja Krnshak Samity ‘in toto” or in part It 1s 
absolutely untrue that I individually accepted the policy or the 
programme or the pnnciple of that party,” says Mr MA Jinnah, 
President of the Muslim League, in a Ictier calung upon Mr A K 
Favlul Huq to explain his conduct in relation to the latest 
position taken up by the laticr on the agreement among Bengal 
Mushm Paruics Mr Jinnah characterses the acuion of Mr AK 
Favylul Huq Ieaving Calculta at a most cntical juncture when 
Muslim Bengal was cngaged m Calcutta in evolving one United 
Mushm Party, as “unfortunate and unjust” But, he emphasises 
that the only quesuion that was Ieft over after Mr Favlul Huq's 
departure) after authonsing Mr Shamsuddin Ahmad, the 
Secretary of the Proja Patty, to carry on was the question of the 
number and the quota to be allotted to the vanous groups on the 
League Board 


The letter reads 


“Dear Mr T aztut Hug, — Itis wih considerable pam and greatregret that I 
have to address Uns Ictler to you During my visit to Calcutta at the request of 
various Icadcers meluding yoursclf T discussed with you and your purty the 
quesuon of forming onc sohd Mushm Party under the acygis of the All India 
Mushm League and its Central Board of which you were onc of the membcrs 
according to the policy and the programme already defined by the Board Aficr 
prolonged discussions you agrecd on behalf of your groupon August 20 1936 and 
you were good cnough to put down the substance of the terms im black and 
white over your signature it runs as follows 


‘Thave reccived the following as a proposal mide by the N wab Bahadur 


Tam willing to agree that Mus iaimans belonging to different parlics in 
Bengal accept the All India Mushm Leaguc as the only represcntative 
organisation of the Mushms and further agree to work under the banner of 
the Mushm League Ccntral Parliamentary Board provided that cvcry 
member of the organisalion shall sever his connection with any other 
Political organisation ” 


I have no objection to the above proposal with this modificauion that the 
Proviso provided thal cvery member of the organisauen shall sever his 
connection with any other organisauon be omitted Apart from_ other 
considcration [I feel that as long as any other political body docs not run 
Muslim candidates for clection except through the machinery of the All India 
Muslim League there should be no objection to anyone being 4 member of any 
such political organisauion The Praja Samitics have been cxisting now Tor a 
Numbcr of years as non communal instituuions engaged in spectal kind of 
work and, as such wt would not be far to restrain people from joining the 


'Correspondencc, Star of India 5 October 1936 
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Praja Samitics mercly because the Muslim members of the Prya Saumies 
agree to run their cluchons under the Leaguc ticket and through the League 


Election machinery only 


Letter to Mr Ispahant 


“On the samc day you wrote another Ictter to Mr Hasin Ispuhan: which 
runs as follows 


I could not tell you everything in detail as the myht was far advanced 
and [| was very much upsct The Nawib Bahadurs attitude was fairly 
pugihstic and af I had followed his cxample there would huve been a riot in 
front of Jinnah [was burmming with indignibon at the minner in which the 
members of the United Muslim Party want to brow be tt the poor workers of 
the Proya Samity T shall focl very much gratcful if you kindly convey to Mr 
Jmnah my last words tohimonthe qucsuon of compromise | am adding a 
note scparatcly which 1 would ask you to hind over to Inm 


We have told Mr Jimah under whit mimmum conditions we cin 
consent to the clections buing run by Une Muslim League Ib as for him as 
the head of the League to decide whether he will accept these terms or not 
tis not for any outsider to suggest whether there should be modific abons 
of the conditions For instance it as net open to any outsider to sity that the 
Projya Party cannot retain its separate eniity before the members of their p irty 
become members of the Muslim Leiguce All thatnow remains for Mr Jinnah 
to consider if the other poliucal org imisitions are willing to comme under the 
banner of the Le tgue indifso under what condiuons Tb will be for him to 
decide under what conditions he would alow the doors of Une Muslin Le yue 
lo be opencd to the new comers [To oam very busy todiv with court work 
otherwise To would hive gone to sec you You cin hye a tik wath Reva 
Kamm and possibly Po wall mect you at Monuns lunch tod ty 


The following as your note 


1 Elections are to be run on the uchet of the Mushm League This 
presupposes that the cindidates for cleetion must be members of the Muslim 
League and must hive signed the creed of the League and the deel uration 
recently made by Mr Jinnah 


‘2 Electton Boird will be sect up by Mr Jinnah in consultition) wath 
whomsoevcr he thinks neccss ry 


3 Before a person cm be considered chigible for membership of the 
Election Board he must hive been duly enrolled ow a member of the Muslin 
League and must have signed the creed as wells Mr Jinnahs progriumme No 
promise to stgn the creed ar the programme at it future dite will be consiacred 


After these two Ictters wore received the vinous proups metaind ihcre 
was no question for whe Alb India Mushm Le yue or the Central Board or 
the Provincial Boiwd which we were forming thitat should accept the policy 
and the programme of the Niktul Bangi Props Krishak Samity af fofo or im 
part Its absolutely untrue dhat Po imdisidually accepted the pohcy or the 
programme or die principle of uia pouty 


In the mecting of the groups that took pluce you ranscd the question that 
the Bengal Muslim League Parliamentary Board should mecorpor ite m thor 
manifesto the abolinon of Permancunt Sctllument The mitter was discussed at 
considcrable Iongith in the presence of yourself and some members of your 
group and it was agreed by you that dhiat question should not be pressed as 
you were sausfid Uru om the first instance it was not possible for the 
Bong il Legistature to undertike such a mieisure without the previous consent 
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of the Govemor and for the matter of that the Governor General and the 
Sccretary of State for India secondly m was such a vital matter that before 
ut can be adopted the Central Board should be consultcd and thirdly was not 
for the moment practical politics Thercafttr the only queshen that was 
ft ter considcranon was the quota of representauion for vinous proups to 
constitute then you suddenly decided at this most critical moment to leave 
Cakutla but you were good enough tosend me your proposal as to the queta 
on August 23 late at night over your sipniturc apain Your proposal was as 
follows 


Proja Party 10 
Mushim Party 10 
Bengal League 5 
Majhs _ 5 

Total _ 30 


No nomination 


T dunk you will agree wilh me that your foavimg C aleutta at dus critic al 
moment was most unfortunitc and unjust lome However you were pood 
enough to communicate With me on the Wlephone belore your departure th it 
you had icft the authority wath the Sccorctiry of your Party Mr Shomsuddin 
Ahmid, and he was good cnough to continue on your behalf ony with some 
other members of your proup Ulumucty ue aprecment was immvcd oat 
substintiilly on the very fines which you hid indicated and tgrecd upon 
And here again Po omust make at clo that the only question that was Teft 
over after your dupirture was the qucstian of the number ind the quota to 
be allotted to the various groups On the 25th PT recemncd t detter from the 
Sccrctiry of your Group Mr Shiumsuddin Ahmiid which ws as toltows 


Dear Mr Jinnih on behilf of the Nikind Banga Krmshik Projt Samuity 
we agree that the total number of Bengal Mushm League Parhamentiry 
Board should consist of 48 members and to be Chosen by the represent aves of 
various groups as follows 


T Nikhil Banget Krishik Prog: S unity 15 
2 United Mushm P arty 15 
3) Muslim Le iguc 7 
4 Muslim Malis 7 
5S. Non party to be chosen by you 4 


We will submit the names of our represcntitives according to the quota 
of 15 allotted to us after consuliimg our Exccutive Committe as soon as 
possible Yours sincerely Shumsuddin Ahimid (Secy cte ) 

Upon that IT pliccd the agrecment which wis approved of by all the 
groups before the Bengal Board On August 23° Meambcers of the Ccntril 
Board who alone had the authority to consiitule the Bourd (se) The 
Agreement was as follows 


An agrcemcnt was amived at between the representatives of tac United 
Muslim Party the League and the Mustim Majlis unat the AIL India Muslim 
League Parhamentiry Board of Bengal be consutuid consisung of 33 
members according to the following quott 
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The United Musiim Party 

The Mushm League 

The Muslim Maylis 

Independent non partly membcrs to be 
nominated by Mr Jinnah 


aun 
ls YAUG 


Total _ 33 


“The Secretary of the Nikhil Banga Projya Krishak Samity having mumalcd 
after this agreemcnt was arrived at thal hey wore willing to jyorn the Mushm 
League Parlhamentary Bourd for Bengal a quota of 15 for the Sunuty were 
agreed upon As soon as the Exccutive Committce of the Samity sends the 
names of their 15 representuuvcs, they will be added lo the Muslim Le igue 
Parliamentary Board of Bengal 


Only Representitive Organisation 


‘It was agrecd further by all the partucs that the Muslinis belonging to 
differcnt parucs in Bengal accept the All India Mushim Leapue as the only 
representalive Organisauion of the Muslims and iagrce to work undcr the 
banner of the Mushm League Central Board in accordince with the policy 
and the programme alrc idy defined by at and that the Beng il All India Musiim 
Leaguc Parliamentary Board would be autonomous 50 fur as provincial matters 
are concemed subject to acceptince by at of the gencral policy and 
programme defined by the Central Bourd and affilhution to the Ccentril Board 


It was also agreed that nonce of the organisauions who were 4 parly to 
this agreement should sct up any machinery or mun clecuion ino iny m unncr 
except and only through the machinery of the All India Mushm League 
Parhamcntary Board of Bengal and Uiat they agree to run the clecuon on 
the League ucket and through the Leigue clecuon michinery only so far 
as the Musalmans arc concerned 


“Upon dus report of agreement between all partics bung put by Mr 
Jinnah before the representatives for Bengal on the Muslim Le igue Central 
Parhhamcntary Board who have the power to constitute the Bourd according 
to the rules of the Central Parhamentary Bo urd i was resolvcd 


That the Board consisting of the following 33 members be conshtuted 
and that as soon as the Exccuuve Commuittee of the Nikhil B ings Proja 
Krishak Sanuty send the names of their iS representanves they shall be 
added to the number of the Board now consuitutcd 


Before T icft Calcutta the mecting of the Bo iwd so consututcd was fixed 
for the September 6 again in consultipon with Mr Shamsuddin Sccrctary 
of your group as he assurcd us all Uiit ho will be able to send the namcs 
of the representauves of the Sumily as soon as possibic 


“Offensive Statement” 


* From the Press reports it seems thal you issucd 4 statementon Scptembcr 
1 before the Board could meet which is not only full of masreprescentahon but 
is offensive all round and m pairhicular to your colleagues with whom you had 
agreed just a fuew days before to work Apyun I find from the Press reports 
that you issucd a Statument giving the account of your walk out on September 
9 1936, as President of the Niktul Bangs? Proja Krishak Samity Taking that 
Statement of yours, it leads me to the conclusion that you have deliberately 
broken the solumn = agtcement to which you were a party because in your 
Statemcnt you say that you and your group imsistcd upon uke quesuen of ihe 
abohton of the Permanent Scttluoment Not only that but you msistcd that all 
the mcembcrs of the Board should accept and sign am toto uke policy and the 
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prograrame of the Niklul Banga Proja Krishak Samuty These are the words 
from your own stalcmenl 


Before the procecdings commenced Mr Shamsuddin Sccrctury of the 
Nikhil Banga Proya Krishak Samity asked and obtaincd the pernussion of the 
Char to read out a slituemcnt contaming the arms and objccts ind programme 
of the All India Muslim Leaguc and the Nikhil Banga Proja Krishik Samaty 
and declared that all gentlemen present must accept and sign the creed and 
programme so defined before the representauves of the Nikhil Binga Proya 
Krishak Samity could consent to be party to further procecdings This in my 
opimion was raising the same issuc over agun which wis ibindoncd long 
before the Bengal agreemicnt was amvved wt and consutuies a breach of faith 
The Secretary of the All India Muslim Le igue Parliimuntary Botrd Benyal 
has placd before me all the matersals with regard to this controversy 
and he has drawn my alicnuion to your conduct and atutude ind so [ am 
obhged to wie uus ketter to you 


‘It as strange indeed that nuther you and the Leader nor the Sccretiry of 
your group has upto the present moment even shown the courtesy to draw the 
attention of the Central Board to the controsersy and the parts Unit) you hive 
played You know that you are amember of the Central Board and I think 
you owe if not to meas President to the Boud to have drawn their athkenuon 
to any diffmultly or difficulnes that may have uisen before bre aking up so 
abruptly the Bengal Muslim League Parl uncntiry Board and cstibhshing a 
separate Board of the Nikhil Banga Proja Krishak Samity You know thit the 
Central Board has given me the powerto deal with any member of the Bourd 
who is disloyal or defics or Commits tbreach of fundamental pramneiples and 
the pohcy and programni of the Contral Board to tike such disciplinary 
action agunst fim as may be necessary and also lo remove Ins mame from 
the membership of the Board In the circumstances 1 call upon you to caplun 
your conduct which 15 not only 2 siolivon of the fundamental principles 
and policy of the All India Mushim League Central Bouwd but is not worthy 
of any Ceader who really wishes to truly serve his people — Yours 
sincerely MA Jinnah — API 
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45 Election Campaign at Lahore Wants “One Strong All 
India Party of Mustims’”?! 


Lahore, October 12) The clection campaign on behalf of the 
Punjab Mushm League Parhamentary Board was inaugurated by 
Mr MA. Jinnah President of the Muslim League Central 
Parliamentary Board, last myght {11 October] at a huge Mushm 
mcctung held in the gardens outside Delhi Gate More than ten 
thousand Musalmans attended the mecting Khan Bahadur Mahk 
Zaman Mchdi Khin presided 


Malik Barkat Ali, addressing the mcecting, paid a tribute to the 
work and sclfless sacrifices Of Mr Jinnah and said that he was a 
born nauondist whose nitionalism and love of his country was as 
pure as that of any Congicss man ft was because of hus fearless 
opposition to the proposed Ecderil Scheme in the fist Round 
Tabic Conference that in his own woids he was) dismassed * from 
the Round Table Conferences that followed Mr Jinah, said the 
speaker was personally in favour of jot clector ate Ele was 
supporting the chums of the Punyib and Bengal Mus dmans for 
aclcaur majority because Chcir chums wore gustitied 


Khalifa Shuyi-ud-Din sud) that the Umonists had an 
opportunity to work the old rcforms for about ES yours and they 
were found wanting In facethey had done nothing to rmmprove the 
poor lot of the Mustim masses Mir Jinnah he sad) tad served 
their community and their country aways ind alike Ths career 
of political work was spoticss and he appealed tothe Musalmans 
i the name of [sim to muster strong under tae buiner of Mr 
Jinnoh which was the banner of the Muslim PT coigue ind save the 
Mushm community from any further divisions 


‘Sample Mr Jinnah’ 


The Prosidcat in requesting Mr Jinnah to address the mecung 
said that he had semcd his community with a sinetoncss of 
purposs He was the one min who could any fay be an Lxccuuve 
Councitloror i Governor bul bec ise of his nationalism: and his 
deste to serve his Commumby and bas country he sul romaimncd 
aosimple Miro Jinnite He had come to tem to) organize the 
Mustinis and sce therm together for fightne for thor aghts 
Mr Jannab's Speech 


Mr Jaanah who spoke im tnehsh reconcd an ov ation when he 
rose to address the g athcring 


"Public specch Jrifuete 130) tober 1036 
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Mr Jinnah said that he had come to Lahore several tumes in the 
course of the last few months That was because he found the 
Mushms here more backward politically, cducationally and 
economically than the Musalmans of any other province that he 
knew of “Your province 1s the most olficial-nddcen Some of 
your leaders, who hold high position, are the creatures of the 
Government They have no desie and no mind lo co-operate with 
the intelligentsia of the Musalmans) They hive no dcsie but to 
exploit the masses,” he said Refering to his own mission in the 
Punjab and the object of the Le gue Board Mr Jinnah comptamed 
that a sccuion of the press was misicpicsenting them File thought 
that even the worst opponents of the Lerigue acknowledged the 
great and good work which the League had done ‘But then’ he 
added, ‘ we are told that ours (League) i a communal body and 
some of our very nice fends will not come to us gust because of 
thal But can anyone say that the Umionists form a non- 
communal partly simply because there happen to be two Hindus 
among them (laughter)? Is there no Hindu party in the Punjab? Is 
a Sikh pany non-caristent in this province’? T challenge the 
Umonists to) disclose the names of thar Hindu and Sikh 
supporters or members ” 

Continung Mr Jinnah said dhit there was not a man who was 
more anxious to co-operate with the Hindus the Stkhs and the 
Musalmans than he He was willing to co-operate with any pitty 
including the Sikhs and the Hindus who could appreciate their 
programme and policy But then they hid not joint clectorate, but 
Separate clectorate and that system, he said, was there not because 
of fis asking Pt was humanly mmpossible to have the Pindus and 
Musalmans retumced on jot clector ite bec iuse it did not exist at 
all 


Continuing his speech, Mr Jinnah said that he felt amuscd to 
know) that in spite of the conimunal clectoratc, some prople 
Claimed to have a non-communal party in the Punjab What sort 
of anon-communal party was that, he asked? Fhey had 97 per cent 
Musalmans and 3 percent Phndus and they cClanmed to have anon- 
communal party Now who could accept tut parly as being a non- 
communal party? 

After reading out the resolution of the All India Muslim 
League authomsing the formation of the League Central 
Parliamentary Board, Mr Jinnah said that the nanie of the capital 
city of thair province would go down in history because Ht wis in 
Lahore that the first mcecting of that Bourd was held on June 
8 The decision to form that Board was not ariuved at overnight 
bui was the result of thorough dchbcrauions to bring the Musiims 
of India together on one platform and under one flag “What we 
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have in our mind 1s to have, under the circumstances, one strong 
All-India Party of the Muslims whose members may — be 
governed by mules and regulations of that body so that we may 
be able to rclum to the new Provincial Assemblics such 
representatives as may without any speck of blackness in their 
hearts * This, he said, was undoubtedly a stupendous task but if 
once they succecded they would achicve great things “The first 
thing which would happen and that is why sone of our firends 
are unwilling to come to us will be that the new Ministers will 
not be the creaturcs of the Governors, but be the chosen 
representauves of thar own elected repiesentauives * 


Mr Jinnah said that he had been charged with intumidaung 
the people to join the League Boud He had the Nawab of 
Chhatian and Nawab Yusuf Ahmed and would be glad to have Sir 
Sikander onthe 7 cavuc Board Some of thar friends among the 
Unionists he said had been thinking that he considered them 
toadics or Nunkics because they did not come to him: He denied 
that charge with the retort saying In spite of all (sec) what those 
friends arc, | am not so stupid as tothink of them The that” 
‘What TI want, said Mr Jinnah pulling his ownscl! a htthe and 
Stretching tus fist, ts to break the Miinisaics which have already 
been formed here Tf am, however not at all oul to form a 
ministry mysclf for Poam not the Govemor” He warned the 
Hindus also against the formation of such Munistrics Icest they 
should Jose fUew of their men who will go ovcr tothe other side 
Speaking to the Hindus he said, * our desire 1s not to form a Musiim 
goverment with a view to turily and crush the Hindus We wilt 
support the Hindus cven though we may differ now He we are 
Ina maonty the Musalmans will not be truc to therr saltif they 
well not give a fair chance to the Hindus ” 


He refused to admit that being a2 non Punyabi hc was unaware 
ofthe strange cucumstances of this province He would not cave 
the Punjabon thatscore The brave Musalmans of the Puny ibhave 
been my nght arm they have never forsaken me betore The 
Musilmans of other Provinces have not forsaken them even im 
their hour of necd They have stood by you Now will you betray 
them? No, Lam sure you will stand by them ’ 

“A Democracy of Muslims’? 


Conbnuing Mr Jinnah sud thatthe Musalmans were faced with 
numerous all India issues which would mcrcase all the more and 
he wantcd to organise the Muslims to be able to fuce those issues 
and work together im discipline He wanted a democracy of the 
Musalmans (sic) to be formed and decide (sic) all matters fortheir 


community with an duthonty which could not be challenged by 
anyone 
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Mr Jinnah, however, did not want to be aggressive, but said 
that with the help of the masses he would hammer out a stiong 
block to march together with the Hindus for the freedom of the 
country He, however, thought that the Hindus had to weed out 
much of their stock too to keep company with the Muslims 

When that happens and when belter Hindus and better 
Musalmans are sent to the legislature and they come togcther 
there will be a genuine agreement betwecn them and that 1s the 
likelihood and = probability which 15 — frightening the 
bureaucracy,” said Mr Jinnah He wanted the Hindus to beheve 
him that theirs was not an aggressive movement If Sir 
Sikander was so anxious to have a non-communal puly and 
serve his people may TIT know why he did not icsign from the 
Reserve Bank eather? Why is he resigning now? May I also 
know why Nawab Muvalfar Khan has been gianted Icave and 
why 15 it that Sir Sikander is now coming to occupy that olfice 
again” asked Mr Jinnah, Has Exccllencey the Governor of the 
Punjabis not far away f10om where Pam speaking and Tappcal 
tohim and his Government to honour the pledge of complete 
official non-interference im the ckcuons given by — the 
Government of Indiain the Assembly ’ 

Mr Jinnah, then asked the people to remember the valuc of 
tbeir vote which would be double this time, forthe representatives 
whom they would clect by their votes will in) turn elect 
representatives on theair behalf for the Pcderal Leprslature when 
il Came into existence He appealed to the voters not to be misled 
and not vote for any onc because of relahionship THe asked them 
lo make their own choice which he was sure would fall upon the 
League candidates for voters would vote for the best candidate 
only Concluding his speech, Mr Jinnah mide an appeal to the 
Musalmans to join the Muslim Leaguc also 


Palestine Resolution 


The following resolution which was moved from the chair 
was passed * This public mecting of the ciuzens of Lahore 
records its most emphatic protest against the pro-Jew British 
pohcy in Palestine which must result in the poliucal and 
economic destruction of the Arabs and 1s causing greatest 
anxicty to the Mushms of India The mecting urges His 
Majesty's Govermmmient to reverse thar policy and mcct the 
natural aspirauions of the Arabs and thus avoid alicnating the 
fnendship of the Mustims of the world” Anothcr resolution 
moved from the chair sympathised with the Malirkotla 
Mohajeerins [refugees] and asked the Durbar to accede to their 
demands 
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46 Advises Lahore Studcnts — “Don't be Mere 
Visionarics’" 


Lahore, October 14 “Do not be mec visionanics of dreamers 
You have a great future You must Ieam to study, analyse and 
understand the conditions that prevail in) your country The 
students should and they can, play agicat part in moulding the 
future of our country by) cactcising their votcs —- which I 
understand most of them havc -- af not for the gemural benefit of 
the masses at Teast for geting thar own grievances ecdtessed ” 
In these words Mr MA Jinnah, MEL A cNhoricd the students of 
Lahore at a public mecting held under the auspices of the 
Students’ Union this evening in the Laypit Rau Tall to Sawake 
fromthar sStumber and organise thentscly cs and see that they get 
honest, real sinccure and patnoue representatives returned to the 
new Icpislature” Mr Manohar [ab Bar-at Law NLC, 
presided at the mecung 


Mr Jinnah who spoke on The Students and the tuture of 
India began by saving that from one point of view the future of 
the students and of the country was dark Unemployment was 
stanng them in thea faces But he added that by their effort 
young mcn could mike thet future bright Pe sud TP understand 
that a large number of students have votes By excrosimyg that 
nett of yours for right persons and paruics you can play a gical 
part oan moulding the future of your country 7 He however 
warned the students not to be caticd away by talks of idcals 
They should think of the immcdiate future “You may like ib or 
you miy not ike wm on the Ist of April next a new constituuion 
is pong to be coloreed The question is what ie you going to do? 
You must play apart in moulding and shiping the future of your 


country if not tor the sake of general people at any rate for your 
own sake” 


Reforuing to the future constitution, Ma Jinnah said, however 
bad Wewas il was gomg to bo imuoduccd = Whocver may be the 
Governor and whatever may be his washes under this consutution 
he cannot appoint Ministers unless they are backed by a majo! ity” 

Now af you to have honest, sincere, punouc and real 
Teprescntilives tetuimed to tom a Ministry wh itare you going 
to do and what hive you alicady done? Organise yourself and do 
your best to secure the Correct type of representatives: Once you 
succced mn that you wilh have a Ministry that wll 


be really 
responsible to the clectoratc 


Mr Jinnah ie emphasised the point 
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He said, “fam sorry for the repetition, but Imust say that if the 
micligentsia is not vigilant, the Ministry will be jiormed by 
somebody else and then the Ministry will carry out the orders of 
the powers that be” 


He made a stirmng appeal to the students “Now, youngmen” 
he said, “be up and doing, wake up from your slumber and in 
spite of the difficultics that lic before you and hinder your path 
in spite Of the separate clectorate — you may settle all these 
things later on — face the immediate issuc Do not waste your 
ume over academic discussions and tulks of Dominion Status and 
independence ” Proceeding, Mr Jinnah, said, “India 1s moving 
and moving very fast You find a markcd difference im the 
mentalities Of a father of 35 years and his son or daughicr of 10 
years Indiais surely moving forward sociaily, economic tly and 
pohtically The people may not be sufficiently organised and 
harmonised but the awakecungis there Concluding, Mr Jinnah 
said, FI donot mean any disicspect, but TI must say that the 
Punjyab is not quite as adv inced as some other provinces are But 
then it has its) own virtues — warmth, cord: ity, and virility 
Once the Punjab begins moving in the right direction it may 
Ieave others behind” (checrs) 


The president, Mr Manohar Pal, after thanking the speaker 
for his words of wisdom sard, thit he had spoken with the 
authority of one who had studicd the problem well Phe Punjab 
people were moving forward They hid however to loam from 
peopic of other provinces how to org use themsclyves politically 
They were at the threshold of a new constituuon and soon uicy 
would be called upon to lay the found tions of a Govcrment 
They should makc the best use of their vote for that purpose 
Proceeding, Mr Manohar Lal said that he did not want to cnter 
into the question of formation of Ministry in the Punjab Tle was 
hot in the know of secrets Whe Mr Jinnah Mr Jinnah ‘No I 
am not in the Know of any secrets But I sce it im front of me 
and 1 am intelligent enough’ (Laughter) Mr Manohar Lal — 
Gentlemen, this may be a Ccomphment to you But I must say 
that we are all as intelligent as anyone else 1s) Concluding, Mr 
Marohar Lal spoke of Mr Jinnah in high terms and thanked him 
once again for the ideas he had put before them 


After a vote of thanks to the Charr and the speaker the mecung 
terminated 
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47 Punjab Politius — ‘Progressive Elements Su 
Unite’! 


Lahore, October 14 Since his arnval at Lahore Mr 
Jinnah Mi A Prosident of the Muslim Tcague C 
Pathamentury Board has been helping the Provincial Lea; 
organisiny thor Provincial = Patliamentary Board The 
Tcagucrs base tikon full advantage of his presence amongst 
and nosunderstood they are now pulung their house in ord 
preparing to prapple with the Unionists Mr Jinnah has 1 
tary number of Muslim tcaders and has discussed with the 
chances of success of the vanous parics jorning swords 
ensuing elections Mr Jinnah appears to be very aptiunist 
told the Jrebune representative aftal he was confident th 
progressive forces tmong the Musafmans would ccnainly 
the day 


Mr tinnih discussing the prospects of the vartous par! 
the Punyib and the grouping which mught take place alt 
checuions expressed: his confiimed opion that the progr 
Clomienty were sure tounite But he added My Waning 
Various proressive Clomonts me the Punjab be they Hi 
Musilmins or Sikhs is that the Punjab as in danger ol 
saddicd with a Ministry of the Govermor Tet us all conce 
emone vibibissue We must imany case secure a munistry 
own chow which will be answerablo and responsible 
Progressive Clomcats Of the Various CoOmmuUTIGS 


Hic added T foar that there as a caucus that 1s Ithely 
cHteetive be tuse they depend on Pockct-Boroughs subs 
Press and tcUisc interference in the clections on the Part 
Olfmiiis Hf the mitclhgontsn, of the Punjab is not) visilar 
caucus will succeed and a munistry will be formed which 4 
Weoname will be Endian vctan tact wall Carry out the be he 
the Govemor Nir hmihe <pressed lis grave apprchensic 
said Tf that comes about the postion of the Punjab will 
worse tha iis oven under the Present constituuon D 
Know whit will happen then thie Govemor will tak 
Eroest pride i dechinng that ho neva ot Tuised hry «+ 
OF GxEordinis power and the Rufonns worked in a 
Satistatony omuinner in this province fF am convinced th 
Loronwt Parte i 4 SPourhoad of this scheme but the 


clements amone the Sikhs and the Hindus who are likely 1 
Up With thom 
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Refernng to the cnucism of the Press on his insuguial speech 
Mr Jinnah said that he had kept the deor of the League Board 
open for anyone who would be willing to come under is flag 
and agree to abide by their rules and regulitions He added, 
“even the most famous reactionary can have a place under the 
League flag but then he has to abide by the constutution of the 
League Board and not dictate it The contiolling authonty in the 
League Board must always be, and 1s, the progicssive clement 
Our door cannot be shut against any onewho would willingly 
change his crecd ” Concluding he said ‘Under the Mustim League 
Parliamentary Board there is nothing to prevent us trom = co- 
operating with group or groups whete aims and objects and 
ideals are practically the same This can be done both before and 
after the clections, and it is surcly possible for the progressive 
elements to agree upon a common programme of work in the 
Legislature ” 
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48 Mission at Peshawar — to Unite Frontier Musims! 


Peshawar, October PS Mr: MA Jinnah, on attival at the 
Railway stauonm was rcaycd imong others by Sir Abdul 
Quaryum, Sir Plissamuddin, Mr Pecr Bakhsh MLC, Abdur 
Rab Nishtac and corlain membcrs of the Congress Parlamentary 
Board Later he wis tiken in) procession through the city 
Intervicwed by the Asse tated Press, Mr Jinnilb explained that 
his mission was to bring about unity and solidauty among the 
Fronucr Mushims and orgamsc a strong Muslim party bised on 
principics and a policy and programme that would inspire 
confidence nthe Pronticr minoritics also te wanted to organise 
Mushims not asaunst the other commumtics bul in nitional 
nite rest 


Mr Jinnah wilh bo untcivigwing Toads of  ditfcrent 
communitics during lis stay He will addiess a public mecung 
tomorow tnd at students e thcring at Ishimia Colleec on 
Tucsday A deputition of the Congress Puliuncutiry Bo ud wall 


be shortly moctine Nop Jannah’ API 

futirsacw 4, fas WO dob er 1046 

oe sae an pans - ae sPeavear nts during his stay am the Fronuer 
s NA 4 f 

i nea aadn Ge oe fe aan Ce LN cen Nur Sap hicded (Urdu) Adora 


Ca Moustafa gy PPO Ay nnah also sicned the Khy ber 
Jwohiat Nay! Mt he Sb ktares of biter yours of Goundhi 
Crtiey iki ds Ropes 4h Vat Nas ahat Bhopal Khw aa Nacunuddin 
Khyber pron tho : BeBe ay Miss Foatin Winn hh Sco book entitled 

wees Mouhies Kiar t mon Labrans Istana: Collepe 


Poke Ne 
eat ‘ v's og 
booutaad oh xe Slots sastiains libraresat the Posh aw ar 
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49 Wants a “Libeial-Minded Nationahst Bloc’” 


Peshawar, October 19 ‘If out of the 80 milhon Indian 
Muslims I can produce apituotic and bberal-munded navienahst 
bloc, who will be able to march hand in hind with the progressive 
elements in other communities, Fwill have rendered gie u service 
tomy community, declared Mr MA Jinnah at apublic meeting 


Outlining the League programme, he appe iled to the Eronucr 
Muslims “to rise above personalitics, dunk of thom province and 
the people of Indra and unite to hammer out an advanccd 
nationalistic bloc fiom among Muslims to send them to the 
Provincial Assembly’ He satd the same to the Plindus and 
Sikhs Tie wanted to bing the Miontier Muslims under party 
discipline and control by Otganising League branches He 
confessed that there was ‘a great deal of rubbish ino his 
community and clsewhere” They hid black shecp cvcrywhere 
and he wanted to wecd them out Mr Jinnah advised the bionner 
Musiims not to think m terms of revolution alone nor think thal 
they could achieve everything by unlawful aouvides if only they 
captured the constitutional machinery coming mito operation im 
April next 


‘Public speech Civil & Military Gazette 20 October 1936 
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50 “Congress Will Receive Our Co-operation in 
Legislatures” 


“A natural Corollary of the success of the Muslim League 
scheme ts that the progressive Clements of different communiucs 
will Cooperate with cach other te idity and wath the sancuion and 
auihorty of thar respecuve commumiucs behind them for the 
pootof India said Mir Unnah,in the course of an interview wia 
Associatcd Pioss on his return to Bombay {10m a tour of tie 
provinces where be had gone to organize the Muslin League 
Board 

Our course itis Obvious we do not igice with the programme 
and policy of the Indian Natrona) Congress But inthe various 
legislaturcs the Congress Party, or any other party, which stands 
for the progress and welfare of our mothetland will naturally 
rcuve Our Co-Operation as we capect lo receive Uhr co- 
operation for the stme obycet Phe foundatrons,s thit hive been 
laid forstarnting provincial Muslim Eoasue Boards are zomg to 
last devclop and grow mmo 1. much bieser movement and 
Org iInivalion Tan many people i present realise 

The Punyib sud Mr Jannah is inomy opanen an official- 
nddun provinces there beimy roitoniry clements in all thiee 
conmmumblics Retorimng to the bronticn he said Lhive tound the 
Frontier far mom pole dly minded and Posce Uhre gicater 
possiblliuics Of Cooperiuon and binnony and — should not be 
surpriscd af Prontid works ity wiy up more successtully than 
most other provinces Ele Concluded I} do not want to be 
aperessive bub wath the help of tho mroisscs we will bo able to 
hammer out a strong blog to march togcther sith the tlindu for 
the frecdom of the countrys Our Pbindu trends also havc 1o wecd 
outmuch ot thai stocks When that happens better Hindus and 
boltcr Moslems will bo sont to the legislatures — API 


"hr ote vacw Sa te ao ’Nove nt 1936 
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51 Removes Favslul Huq fiom League Board! 


Bombay, November 30 Mr M A’ Jinnah, President, Musiim 
League Central Parhamentary Boatd, has removed Muaulvi 
Faziul Hug, MLA, fiom the membarship of the Bourd holding 
mmguilty of breach of solemn ayreement, msubordmaton, 
disloyalty and defiance of principles and pobews lad down by 
the Board 

In a press interview in connecuion wih Miaulvi Poavlul Ptuq’s 
letter appearing in the press chirging Mr Jinnah with sudden 
change of front after his visit to Government House Calcutta, 
Mr Jinnah said he hid not recieved any such Teter from Maulyvi 
Fazlul Huq Mr Jinnah further said the Bengal Governor was his 
personal inend long before he became the Governor Mr Jinnah 
did not think there was any need for explanation on lis visit 
to the Governor, which was a fucndly one Mr Jinnah further 
told the press reprcscentative thathe had written a lciter to Maulvi 
Favlul Huq dated 2nd October cwling tor oan caAplanation 
regarding his cctlain activiuics an defiance of the fundamental 
pnnciples of the League Bould He hed not recetved a reply to 
the above Ictter wll 29th October when he tead a summary of 
the letter, supposed to have been writicn by Miaulvi bazlul Hug 
Mr Jinnah said he had not received any such Icticr from Mr 
Huq and on 30th October he wrote another letter to him 
removing his name from the memberstup of the Board —~ United 
Press 


'Press interview Tribune 4 Novembcr 1936 
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52 Addresses Muslim Studcnts— Only MLWiztll “Deliver 
the Goods" 


Bombay, December 15° Addiessing @ mecung held under the 
auspices of the Musi Students Union, Mit MA’ Jinnah said 
When an issuc comics, Wherever We dll, etther in thie Iepistatures 
or outside we wilbocver descet Hic niuon il cause to light tor the 
country Replying to crticism develled agaist the Mushm 
borucan corm quairntcrs Nir Jinnahsad = Phere is no siaster 
motac behind our orion We are stiiving to gather 
strengil so that weoomiiy be thle to be mide pende nl progressive, 
putoue and nation ilist to stand by the aturests Of une Country 
Wo five got to himmer out plains by which two gical 
communes shall come toecther and work tor the common yood 
of the country 
Under the present) conditions, dont be carried aw iy by 
slop ins cntircly divorced trom re dics of the present conditions 
of the country Pho obycet of the Mfushm be igue is to co-operate 
with all nationalist and progressive yroups of the country At 
proscatihe Mushin f cague is the only org msation im the Country 
which wilh act to duhivcr the goods on behalf of Musbmis the 
Mushin Boupuc as pledeed aeainst the new constitution or for 
replacing oat by democr ide full soll-govermmiont Phough the 
Loamuc is pledged for the myschon of Refonms ab will work to 
cxtract Une msm boa ie out of the consutuuon for the uplift 
of the people Mr Jmurih aller caplaming tho Lucknow Pact, 
prophesied that it would wot be long betore loaders of Pflindus 
and Muslims jorn together to work under bcommon progr imme 
and ChoukK Ouba common policy At picscnt ib wos difficult: since 
the Congress bid pledscd and hid determined a poticy with 
which osen a section of the Hindus do not aeree He mgretted 


That separate clector ites would conunuc ull the ume Hindus and 
Muslims coscd (hinkine as Tiindus und Musiins 


1 
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53 Appeal for Communal Unity! 


Nagpur, January } “dtindus and Musiims should present a 
united front They must stand togcther and work togcther for the 
welfare of this province and ihe treedom of our motherland”, 
declared Mr MA _ Jinnah, MLA, President of the ATL Indra 
Muslim League, addressing this cyenmmg a muxcd audicnce 
cestumated at over 3,000 Hindus and Muslims at Chittns Path 


Explaining the objective of the League he sud that it stood for 
independent, progressive ideas) Pheir deste was to send the best 
representatives to the new Leeislitures, who would co-operate 
with other progressive groups tor the uphit progress and freedom 
of the Motherland This advice to Muslims, as also tO) Sister 
COMMuMULS, Was Lo produce by the process of hanmmmenng fine 
stecl and wecd out those who wore obstructing their march to 
freedom Mr Jinnah was sure rit better nunds among both the 
commumtics would concentrite on achieving the common 
objective He eniphasiscd thei duty tocnsurc that every section 
of the people of the country Was bused to a logher standard and 
reminded the audience that thee could be no hope of progicss so 
long as they had anudst them people, who were neplectcd or 
remained uscless units of the country 
Depressed Classes 

Stressing the ncecd for the uplift of members of the depressed 
classes, whom the speakcriookced upon as cquials, he said that he did 
not bother about tumplie cntry and did not desire to hurt the 
sentiments of orthodox peopl. But he wanted to remind them that 
twas theirduty to see thitc ichcommunily secured its proper place 
in the country 


Since his) amval this moming Mr’ Jinnah had been busy 
halding conversations with the spokesmen of two tival sccuuons 
of Muslims of the province witha view to binging about an 
understanding amongst them on the question of sctting up Muslim 
candidates for the fourtecn seats allotted to the Communily in the 
new Iecgislature, but so far no agrecmcnt has been reached The 
conversauons are continuing — API 


'Pubhic specch Tribune 3 January 1937 
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$4. Tributes to Maulana Muhammad Al “ML only 
Organization that Counts” 


ss mcetung of the Muslims of Calculla was held at 
Wuhan Alt Sark, under thc auspiccs of the Khilafat 
Committee, to cclebrate (sec) the death anniversary of the late 
Maulana Muhammad Ali, on January 3 Mr MA Jinnah 
presidcd Over 20 thousand Mushms attended the mecung Dr 
Zamnul Abcdin of the Jamia Milha Islamia, Delhi and Mr 
Shafa'atullah Khanin thor specches dwelt on the life, services 
and sacrificcs of Maulana Muhammad Ah and cahoried the 
Muslims to follow and emulate his great example of a dedicated 
life and a fight for [slam to the last momcnt of carthly life 
“Champion of Islam” 


Mr MA Jimnab was loudly checred with thundering cnes of 
‘Allah o-Akbar’ when he rose to deliver his presidental speech in 
English in the course of which he said 


Gentlemen F feel proud tobe sked to preside over dus mecing 
Milena Muhammid Atlbwis a dear fricndof mime for more than 
30 years Twas most closely associtted with him This is my 

roud privilege to proside over tins anmversary meciing 16 mourn 
mS boss ant honour fis sacred memory 


Muhammad Ali was 4a great champion of Istim He was one of 
the foremost loaders of India he wasa grea journalist ao masicrof 
\iterature and a scholar He could have shown reason [shone and 
nsen} te the hiyhest posmaon im any walk of hfe amithe world Bui, 
asoncof the spotkirs sud tas was a mission of sacrifice for 
principle and he actually Stcrificed ceerything for Indiaiand Islam 
fe fought: Muslims and joined the Congress He fought Hindus 
and yorned the Muaslun beaguc He was almost uhe founder of the All 
India Mustim Le ywue The torch that washt by Maulana Muhammad 
Ah ind the Wiustrious father of the present Nawab of Duca 30 
years ayo in Bengal was cummed by him and by many smallcr men 
nght up te the moment of his doth Hews no more with us in bod 
but has souls with us Lotus camry daat torch onward Bun stireng 
by his noble and inspiring example of self sacmfice and scrve 
Islam amd India to ute best of our ability (choos) This great 
gthoring ofthe citvons of Calcutor is an unmustak ible proof of the 
Breatness Of the departed soul We must lam uus iesson from 
mo that dhose who seme und sacnfice are never fornoucn by the 
people The Mushms would not forget the farthtul scnices of a 
samerte worker Toast tessen to loarn 


Torch Lit 30 Years Apo 


Gantimen Miro Muhunmid Al; 


as 7 told 2 
potical dosh  Towdbry . G you Wika 4 great 


wear oon the threshold of a now 
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Consutuuon im the provinces We shall not be doing justice to the 
blessed memory of the lite Maulana Muhammad Ali if we do not 
carry thetorch he lit 30 years ago onward and forward We are 
fighting elucuons and lam sur if he had been hving today he 
would have fought for the Mushm League The Muslin League 
is the only ushm polical organization that counts IT appeal 
to Mushms to jom and make it a strong and really representauyve 
Parhament of Mushm India, a body that may speak wath 
unchallenged authority on behalf of the 80 million Mushins of 
this sub conunent 


Support League Candidates 


“People would comc to you for votes with promises This casy to 
make big and empty) pronuscs but very dilficull to fulfil them in 
real practice You have to judge you have to vote au iis for you 
to see that you do not make mistikes It would not be Fur for 
me to say that every candidite of the Musium League Board as the 
best, (I mcan by the best 4a preat parliimentirian ob pre kk stalesntian 
and a great orator) Nowhere in the world you cain find a parly 
composed of all purhamentanins and oriors That is absolutcly 
impossible But sull To osiy tha Muslims should vote for the 
Mushm Liague candidates You would wk me why should you 
support the eeu and not imdcpendent individual candid ates 


“We are all for League” 


‘I again answer The All India Muslim Leiguce has got us 
Pohey and Progrimme laid down in blick and whit Do you 
approve this policy and progranmime? (cries of Allah o Akbar and 
(‘we are all for Muslim Le iguc ’) If you do approve why do you 
not support the Le iguc? I do not sce any reason why a man should 
approve the poliy of the League ind should not work under it 

mand of cvery independent ¢ indidate ff he has got a different 
coherent programme to present? What 18 1 that he objects to in 
the League Programme’? What exactly is thardifferent pohcy’? Do 
not be Iced away by the cries of Hunger and Dal Bhat You must 
remember that nobody in the world can solve fund uncntal 
economic financial and social problums of a country ovcrmpht 


“Machinery of Control’ 


Muslim League 1s not dictaicd by onc or a few persons We have 
a Contral Board and under it Provincial Boards These Boards are 
responsible bodics When a represcentauve —cven 4 leader of the 
position of the Nawab of Daccu—dcputs from the policy and 
programme of the Muslim Leaguc, we will haul him up Wc have 
our own rules Wchave our own regulaiions We have our machincry 
of conyol We can remove lis name from our party No individual 
can dcfy us Your Muslim Leaguc Boards are composcd of some 
men at Icast whom you can trust There are some persons at Icast 
who have servcd you inthe pist and who are capable of serving 
you inthe future Your national policy and principles will be 
maintained through this) nivienal controlling Board What an 
independent member will do? What control 16 Unre for an 
independent member? Who will watch and sce whether he was 
behaving or not? 
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“Leave Mushms Afone’”’ 


‘Gentlemen [ find in ths province too much interference of the 
Hindus and die Congress in Muslim affaics | warn the Hindus = J 
war the Congress Loave the Mushms of Bengal alone (Allah 
o Akbar) Our policy and programme as not a sclfish one We 
arercady and willing to co operate with any group of progressive 
and independent character) provided its policy and programme 
approxumaltcly correspond with thal of our own We ure not going 
ta he camp followers of any panty Mr Jawaharlal Nehru is reported 
wW have said Ura Ure are only imo parucs in) India — the 
Government and the Congress — and others must line up FT refuse 
to ine up with the Corgress (Alahoo Akbar) To reluscto accept 
this proposition There as a Uurd party in dns country and that 
is Mushm [nadia (Alluto Akbiur — loud cheers) We are not voing 
to be dictated to by anybody We are willing as cqual purtncrs to 
ve to a settlement with our sister commiumiucs it the interest of 
nia 


Problem of Povert 
y 


Ceontlimen Pagan warn you Dont be miskd by beauuful 
Promax chap bapand bimbooslement of Gectioncenmy « WmMp ign 

flo more then any nina ts country dic dire poverty from 
Winch our people arc suffering You are not Loin, to chunge at 
Overnight Qurs is net the only country that 1s suffering from at 
Teas an all pers whag world disc wscol civilization We irc ashamed 
ta acknow hedge th atas porhips worst an India But sull fan bold 
O Say Uat you am net pomp, to tbolish poverty tomorrow 


Men miy promise to abolish othe Permanent Scnkement 
tamorrow But ain fit woos a moonshine and a false promise 
Poverty low stindud= of living suffaring discise  ansanitalion 
and iffiturtey can only be removed tf vou w tke up yoursclf ind 


pur the mpht men in the logmstiures and dictitc ta them the nipht 
policy 


No Empty, kale Promises 


We are not pong to mike false promoses The bedrock of our 
Policy and programme is Ui uphiit of the poor Ten ucmsy of aur 
Progranmme are enurcly for the beuncht of the poor ind the uplift of 
the backward classes and we mein ta da at ce hase our men who 
are determined Wo carry thom out and we wall force them todo at 
Camthinen bhese me tbat even at we suceced in currying 5 
out of these 1Opomis we wall do a &reatduing for India and ae 
tuanmng milhons and FP oassure you that we arc ficnly detemiuncd to 
imphment ovey word of n whalche wiedly and sincere] The 
Mininers of the puty ar mon who mican busimess anid are 
Tosolwved to realize thom: in preuce Gentlemen 1 appeal to you im 
the name of the sohdarny of dic 8 millon Mushms of idl I 
appeal to vou dhe name of sour own micresh, FP appeal to ¥6u 
i. ane Sw of your nanona} Or,aniy ition and unity 0 sec dae 

Wose Who create diffirences in dOur camp at this critical juncture 


am smashed 
the Légtance and the Aig of Uae Musi Liaguc as caumed into 
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Prominent men on the dats were Nawab Bahadur of Dacca, 
Mr Ferosuddin, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Jan, founder of the 
Calcutta Muslim School, Maulana Abdur Rauf Danapun, Hakim 
Nisar Ahmad Khan, Syed Muhammad Osman, Mr K Nuruddin, 
MA Hi Ispaham, Dr Gholaum Imam, Yaqub Abdus Sattar, Abdul 
Aviz Ansan, Mulla Jan Muhammad, Mohsin Khan, M Gholam 
Hasan, Hashim Abdur Rahman, and Scth Rajab Alt The Khilafat 
voluntecrs and the Boy Scouts of the Calcutta) Muslim High 
School with flags made excellent amangement of the huge 
meeting which terminated amidst crics of “ANah-o-Akbar * 


108 Tie Nation 5 Voict 


55 Challenges Nehru — “There 1s a Third Party, 


331 


namely, Musalmans 


Calcutta, January 4 “Tregret the Congress interfenng in the 
affairs of Muslims by putting up Muslim candidates in 
opposition to une Eeague Candidates”, declared Mr M A Jimnah 
im Calcutta on Sunday |3 January} when he inaugurated the 
clction campaign on bchalf of the Muslim League 
Parhamentary Board Bengal Pandit) Jawaharlal Nehru’, 
continucd Mr Jinnah, ‘1s reported to have said in Calcutta that 
there are only two parties nthe country namely, the Congress 
and the Government, and others must line up) Phere is a third 
party namely Musalmans We are not going to be dictated 
to by anybody We are willing to co-operate with any group of 
a progressive character provided its programme and policy 
correspond with our own We arc not gomg to be the camp 
follower of any pany We are tcady to work as cqual partners 
with a sctilement for the welfare of India 

When Mr Jinnah arnved from Nagpur on Sunday morning 
he was received by members of the Mushm = [ caguc at the 
Howrah rulway station where a demonstration against him was 
Staged by a group of Musitmms with black flags — AP 
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56. ML Board Dissension Among Two Nagpur Groups! 


Nagpur, January 2 (By Mail) With reference tothe failure 
of his cfforts to bong about an understanding between two 
secuons Of Muslims in the province, Mr M A Jinnah, President 
ofthe All India Muslim League Board, has issued the following 
Press statement 


Both parties have accepted the policy and programme of the All 
India Muslim League Of this] was iad ie when they came to 
Bombay thar diffcrences were only with regird to the nomination 
of candidates and hence the two boards stood apart and both wantcd 
to be recogmscd by the Central Board of the All India Muslim 
Le igue 


“] was pleased when they agrcedto 1 pict agreeing to a common 
list of candidates to be adopice on 22 December There was to 
be one Board to be affiliated to and recogmsed by the Ccntral 
League Board as soon as possiblk according to our rules But 
unfortunately afterthcir retum (to Nagpur) Mr MY Shanff and 
his colleagues informed me that Mr Sycd Rauff Shah ind his 
collcagucs had repudiatcd the pact whercas Mr Rauff Shah and 
his colleagues informed me that Mr Shanff and hns colleagues had 
repudiated the pact This brought me to Nagpur Without going imto 
the qucstion is to who was responsible for not bomg willing to carry 
out the terms I[ asked whether they were now in my prescnce 
willing to stand by the pact andcarry outthc terms they hid agreed 
a few days i430 in Bombay [| found that Mr Rauff Shah and his 
colleagucs were willing to stand by the pact, but Mr  Shanff 
(President of the Provincral Leaguc Board) informed mc that as his 
party had already passed a resoluuon adopting thew candidates 
afier the repudiauon of the pact by Mr Rauit Shah and his 
colle agues they now could not go bick and were unable to 
implement the pact Hence no setthment could be arnved at 


Press statement, [ribune 6 January 1937 
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57. Unite Under ML Banner' 


Nagpur (By Mail) “[ want Mustims to unite and maintain 
their posiuon in public lfc,” observed Mr Jinnah addressing a 
large gathenng of Muslims hcid under the auspices of the Muslim 
Association, while here Aficr stressing the necdof inculc ating, 
patnouic and nauonal fecling he said thatin the first place 
they must devole ther allenuion tosetting affairs at home in 
order They had to do agood deal of spadcwork as they were 
sul) backward, socially, CConomically and politically 


Indtatoday, conunucd Mr Jinnah, was ina mclung pot The 
India Act was not a permancnt thing andowimg to 1s transitory 
nature could not Last for more than a decade What they were 
not concemed with wasthe problem of their uplift He wanted 
that Muslims should stand on their own ments, not as beggars 
looking for concessions cither from the Governmentor other 
communities Pandit Nehru sid the other day that there were 
two parties in the country, tho Government and the Congress, 
and others must hncup with the later Mr Jinnih said that 
the Congress with ats) predetermined policy naturally claimed 
tO represent the country What he wished to emphasise was that 
Mushms must organize whemscives under. the banner of the 
Mustim Ccague and speak with umtcd voice ht was for them 
to decide whether they were with one of the two Partics, 
kovermmicnt or the Congress but lettham tcach a unanimous 
decision Tf they organised themsclycs, whichever way they 
went they would be respecicd and hoard The position today 
Was that none seemed to car ‘whatyou think’ The speaker, 
therefore, advised them to Org Mise the Community into one 
compact body whose vowe could not be Challenged 


Mr Jinnah concluding, dechated that: he was convinced 
that Fadian frecdom would be won the day when Muslims and 


other communities cle uscd those cloements which obstructed 
thar common pith to progicss — API 
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58. “Hindus and Mushms Could Join Hands”” 


Dacea, January 8 Mr MA _ Jinnah who artived here 
yesterday with Khan Bahadur Avizul Haque, Education Minister, 
Bengal, addressed a public meeting last night at the Curzon 
Hall explaiming the policy and principic of the All Indra Muslim 
Leaguc 

He said that at present there was a fundamental difference 
between the Muslims and the Congress and he felt una the 
Lucknow Pact between the Congress and the League stood out as 
a landmark m the political history of India and if the Muslims 
had been able to settic their differences once, Mr Jinnah saw no 
reason why the same could not be achieved again It was for 
that reason that the League was endeavouring by systematic 
organisation to produce the best maternally among the Muslims 

Both the Hindus and Muslims, he said, were required to weed 
out the obstructive and obsyccuonable elements: He asked those of 
his Hindu fricnds who got delirious over the Communal Award to 
drop that attitude and nottomake afcush of mo He asked them 
to think of the larger interests of the Country There was 4 certain 
secuion of the Press, he sad, that sulfcied fiom the communal 
phobia Mr Jinnah asked them to understand that it served no 
Purpose On the contrary it Ied to bitturness They could not 
achieve anything by using the Press for the purpose of 
misrepresecntation and propigation of untruth Proceeding, Mr 
Jinnah said, what was required was sound common sense, 
practical wisdom and = better understanding to uchteve the 
freedom of India, and he was sure the Muslims would not lag 
behind inthe struggle for freedom 
Common Programme 

In spite of separate electorate and in spite of the ditliculty that 
faced the country, conunued Mr Jinnah, the Hindus and Musiims 
could join hands and form one party, provided they could agree 
upon a common policy and programme according to which they 
could work togethcr both inside the Legislature and oulside This 
was intherr hands today He appealcd tothe Mushms to support 
the All India Muslim League and its policy and programme It 
was the only organised body and an all-India body Solidanty 
and unity among the Mushms were the first essential for their 
progress 
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The League candidates, when returned on their pledge to 
the League and its policy and programme, would be under the 
control of the League's Board and party discipline Any 
independent candidate Or mushroom group, he said, would not, 
when returned, be responsible to anybody and they would act 
and do what they liked They were selfish and standing 1n the 
way of unity of Muslims 


Charge Repudiated 


The Honble Khan Bahadur M Avsizul Haque, Education 
Minister addressing the mecting exhorted the students to study 
wid understand the present political facts and circumstances in 
the country but advised them to kecp aloof from party politics 
and party factions as long as they remained students in the 
Intercst Of their studics Hie) repudiated the charge of 
communalism which was brought against the Muslims The 
erat Indian civilisation) comprised Hindu and = Mushm 
cultures equally Ele refused to beHeve that to become a good 
Indian oa tliindu must ccase to be a good Hindu and a Muslim 
must cease Lo be a good Muslim The salvation of the country 


lay In proper and cqual devclopment of both the great 
COMMUNILICS 


From Curzon Hall, Mr Jinnah and the Educauion Ministcr 
went to the Muslim Hall where they addressed the students the 
fonnicr on the necessity of Muslim organisation and the latter 
on the great ideals of Islam They Ieft) Dacca this moming for 
Mymensingh from where they will procecd to Comilla -—— API 
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59 Vote for ML Nominees! 


Mymensingh, January 9 Mr MA _ Jinnah, League leader, 
arnvced at Mymensingh on January 8, accompanied by the 
Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Avizul Haque Large number of people 
including Pleaders, Muktcars and leading men of the distnct 
received them at the station amidst shouts of Allah-o-Akbar 

A public mecung was held at the Musiim Institute where a 
mammoth gathenng had assembled Mr Jinnah explaincd the 
aims and objects of the Muslim League, necessity of Muslim 
solidarity and the importance of League Party's success in the 
Assembly clection and requested Muslims to vote for League 
nominees who are pledged to carry out the policy and 
programme of the League and serve the Proja [People's] interest 
Any breach of the pledge would render the League members’ 
removal from the Party even if they were the biggest of men He 
warned the voters not to believe false promises of designing 
people Othercommuniues have strong parties, the Muslims should 
forget differences and unite under the banner of the Muslim 
League 

Khan Bahadur Avizul Haque explained Mr Jinnah’s statements 
in Bengalt and assured them that the Muslim League would 
sincercly work for the Proja interest It was this conviction 
which mduced a Proya man like himsclf to joi the League 
The Hon'ble Minister and Mr Jinnah will address mectings at 
Muktegacha Gopalpur and Ghatullin Tangail Moulana Ruhul 
Amin addressed monster | sic) gathenngs at Sombugany, Fullpur, 
Shorarchar and Gonerntola The mammoth gathenng was 
favourably umpressed by these speeches and promised to 
support wholeheartedly the Muslim League candidates 
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60 “Separate Electorate would bring out Best Minds of 
Mushims””! 


Dacca, January 10 Mr MA Jinnah, addressing the students 
of the Salimullah Muslim) Hall of the Dacca University, laid 
special stress on the Muslim solidanty not only of Bengal but 
of the whole of India The Muslim League programme, he said, 
contains cont per cent navional pnncuples Mr Jinnah yet 
longed for separate clectorate because mu would bring out the 
best omuinds of the Muslim community for co-operating with 
those of the sisttr community if the latter would consent to 
cO Opcrale 

Tho Bengal Muslims will have 119 seats m the Bengal 
ogisiiture which meant greater responsibility to be discharged 
Sduistactonly and manfully Though the Govermor theoretically 
will have special: power in the coming consutution he would not 
beable to do whatever he Inked against the opinion of the 
fegisfature and the omunistry He capecied the Muslim Hall 
students to lead the whole of Bengal nay the whole of India 
and to carry the torch of Muslim unity throughout the length 
dod brcadth of the motherland who capecied much from them — 
United Pross 


Pati at bess Tribune 12 Sianuary 1947 
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61. Ghuznavi-Burdwan Pact? 


Bombay, January 14 Mr Jinnah, President of the All India 
Mushm Leaguc, retumed to Bombay this moming from the tour 
of Bengal 


Interviewed by the Associated Press regarding the Ghusnavi- 
Burdwan Pact,” he said “I have read the correspondence between 
Sr AH Ghusnavi and the Maharaja of Burdwan” 1 was not 
invited to the Third Round Table Conference for rcasons 
well-known = and, therefore, JF cannot say what took place in 
England in 1933, nor have IT any Knowledge of what is referred 
toi Sir AH Ghusnavi's Ictter I hid no knowledge nor 
information nor any one consulted me regarding these 
proposals On the mem of the proposals themselves T shall 
not be jusuficd tn cxpressing any opimon without the 
authonty at any rate of the Council of the All India Muslim 
Leaguc It will be for the Council of the Muslim League to 
consider and decide one way or the other, but I must say what 
these two genticmen have proceeded in their individual Capacity 
and, thercfore, they have adopted a wrong procedure ”” 


Regarding the suggesuon that he had been requested as Leader 
of the Independent Party in the Assembly to. instmuict his 
colleagues not to attend the session ull February 23 Mr Jinnah 
said that he had received a letter from Mr Bhulabhai Desa, 
Leader of the Congress Party, to that effect, but he had no time to 
consult his colleagues and, thercfore, he did not know what was 
going to happen He agreed that it was inconvenient to attend, 
and he himself might not be able to attend the session for 
someciime as he would be cngaged in election work — API 


Mnterview, Iribune, 15 January 1937 


7Sir Abdul Halim Ghusnavi (1876 1953) a mcembcr of the Indian Legislative 
Assembly from 1926 to 1945 and Mahar ya of Burdwan Sir Buty Chand 
Mahtab (1881 1941) President of the Bengal Anu Communal Award 
Committee signed a three pom agreement on 7 January 1937 conccming 
communal seitlment im Bengal The points were That the Communal Award 
(1932) should be acccpicd subject to revision at the cnd of 10 ycars  unilcss 
modified earher by mutual agreement of the communiucs concemced that the 

rovincial cabinct shall contuin an cqual numbcr of Hindu and Mushm 

inisters that there shall be cqual proportion in government scrviccs subject 
to the reservauon of an agreed perccniage for members of the European, 
Anglo Indian and Christian communitics The acceptance of the agreement, 
according to Sr AH Ghuvsnavi, was subject to the proviso that all agitahon 
against the Communal Award must ccase 
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62. ML Ready to Co-operate Condemns Nehru's 
Statement’ 


Bombay (By Mail) “The urgent question facing every 
nationalist in India today 1s how to create unity oul of diversity 
and not fight cach other The AllIndia Mushm League is tying 
to do this in tls Own humble way and il has no quarrel with 
those who are fighting for the countrys {reedom As I have 
always maintained, the Muslim League 1s prepaicd to join hands 
with any progressive party in the fight) for the country's 
frecdom but to achicve this the question of minorities must be 
settled satsfactonty Here Tam not talking of only Muslims but 
all minortics Further, we aic not prcparcd to merge ourselves 
InLoany Orgamsauon however great wo may be and however 
advanced its programme and policy may be, unless at 1s 
determined by common consent ”’ 


This passage appears on a long statement wsuecd by Mr MA 
Jinnah in reply to Pandit: Jawaharlal Nchru 


“On November 3 1936, continues Mr Jinnah, “I stated in 
my intervicw ‘It is obvious that we do notagice or endorse 
the programme and policy of the Indian National Congress 
But in the various Legustaturc the Congiess party or any other 
Party which stands forthe progress and wclfarc of Gur motherland 
will naturally receive our co opcrauon for the same object’ 
This) statement of mune incurred the displeasure of Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru and he mstcad of appreciating il, Zave a reply 
that he did not car what ‘may be or might be,’ but what he 
wanted was ral fighters I did not wish to take any notice of 
this thppant: coticism: because at as) no usc indulging in 
CONtPOVErsics amongst Oursclyes The thing 1s that we should 
try and understind cach other 1 might have replicd to him, 
and Tdo so nowin wlf-delunce, Whore was uns great fighter 
when fe agreed to the Sccond Round Table Cont 
having boycotted the fist? Did he not know that the Round 
Table Conference was called on the DSasis of the announcement 
made by His Miuycsty 5 BovermmmMent on October 31, 192972 
British Poticy 

“Tt runs as follows 


The goal of Brush policy was stated in 
1917 to he that of providing, for the 
Rowomting insntutons with a sack to 


erence after 


the deel ration of August, 
gradu desclopmaent of sof 
the progressive rcahsatuion of 


1 
et Statement Cia € Miliary Guzetle 22 January 1937 
For the text of thas anroun eMeENE see appendix V 
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responsible govermment in Indta as an mtecgral part of the British 
Pree But in view of the doubts, which have beenexpressed both 
in Great Brita and India reg wding the interpretation to be placed 
on the intcnuons of the Bntish Government in cnacimy the statute 
of 1919 Tam authorised on behalf of His Maycsty’s Goyvemment 
to state clearly that in thor judgment itis implicit in the decl wation 
of 1917 that the natural issuc of India’s constituuonal progress as 
there contemplated 1s the attunment of Dominion Status In the 
full realisauon of this policy ato as evidently important that the 
Indian States should be afforded an opportunity of finding their 
pee and cven if we cannot at present cxactly foresee on what 
mes this devclopmcent may be shaped at is from cvery pomt 
of view descnbable that whatever can be done should be done ww 
ensure thit action taken now as not inconsistent with the allummcnt 
of the ulumite purpose which those whether in Brush India or 
the States, who foo forward lo some unity of All India have in 
vicw 


“Butthis is not all When the Gandhi-Irwin Pact was arrived 
at what did this great Nghter do, agam? Where was he? The 
Congress accepted this position and I am quoung from the 
Gandhi-Irwin Agicement, Clause 2, which runs as follows 


“As regards constitutional questions whe scope of future 
discussions is statcd with the assent of His M yesty s Government 
to be with the object of considering further the scheme for 
consutuuonal govemment of India discussed at the Round Tabic 
Conference Of the scheme there outlined Fedcrauion is an cssental 

art so also are Indian responsibility and rescrvauions or safc guards 
in the intercsts of India for such matters as for instance defence, 
external affairs the position of muinortics une financial credit of 
India and discharge of obhgatons ” 


“Does it he in his mouth to parade so much that he stands 
for complete independence of India, which whenit suits him 
becomes the substance of independence? 


Incoherent 


“Now, coming to his recent pronouncement Iam glad that he 
admits that he has not given full consideration 10 my speech 
as he has been rushing about from place to place That may 
account for his incoherent statement In the first place, what he 
said, which was reporicdin all the papcrs,is as follows 


‘There arc only two partics in the country — the Government 
and the Congress The rest must linc up’ I was addressing a 
meeting where I was appcaling to Musalman voters lo support 
the League candidates and I said I regret to say I find much 
interference of the Hindus and the Congress in sciting up 
candidates against the Mushm League candidates Our policy 
and programme 1s not a selfish one We are ready and willing 
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to CO-operate with any group of a progressive and independent 
Nature, provided us policy and progiamme approximately 
correspond with that of our own 


“Then I naturally could not allow the claim of Pandit 
Jawaharlal unat the Congress represents the whole of India 
and that there 18 no olhcr party of any consequence IL 1s not 
only devoid of any foundation, but calculated to do cnormous 
harm Iwas speaking only on behalf of the Musalmans But 
surcly Pandit Jawaharlal Knows that there are other partics also 
in the ficild May F rominid him that he wrote at least three essays 
recently with regard to the policy and the attitude of the Congress 
towards the Communal Award in order to plicate the other 
parties and the Congress men and thithe temporanly secured 
some agreement which ts apainoin the meluing pot? And ye in 
his [own] fashron he considers what the Communal quesuon 1s 
not vital 


‘Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru as tom between Bcnares and 
Moscow and the rest ol his statement where he de ils with social 
and economic milters and his clum that he his pot a large 
body of Musalman followers cannot be acceptcd by any 
intelligent man ff he has got tic sold backing of the 
Musalmans why ois heonot contcsung cvery scat from the 
Musalman clector ite instead of confining himscll only to one 
or two seats in Bombay and Bengal and one or two in the 
Punjab? All told) Edo not think there are more than a dozen 
candidates thal are set up by the Congress inthe Musalman 
chctoratcs And why cicate this controversy and attack the 
Mushm Letgue whose policy and progrimme is a full-blooded 
nabonw onc? Only we do not agree wilh certain methods and 
means to which the Congress stinds pledgcd The communal 
question or the Phndu Muslim question, he ought to know by 
how is purdy a question of muinonties and poliucal problem 
which must bo adjusted) Musalmans happen to be the largest, 
Dut besides the Musilmans there arc other minorities in the 
country and itis the duty of cvery Indian to cicate a sense 
Of Scourty and confidence so far as they are concerned by 
moucuny then. cquitibly 

iTimemtyer nght not Very 
Nehru speaking to the Erontict: Path ins Promised to give a 
Rear aL TG ape Se which he was willing to write 
ee ay ei toa Mo paper Was it an important 

. ROL wa intling maticras he 1 now 
Praching? Whathas happened to that blank cheque? The 


Congress has not the monopoly, nor iy it the sole custodian of 
Indian nationalism 


long ago Pandit Jawaharlal 
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Independent Party 


“When he refers tothe Independent Party in the Assembly 
with contempt he utterly ignores all the services that they have 
rendered But for this party the Congiess party would not have 
carned asingle measure and, if he looks at the division Inst for 
the last two years, aS admilticd by Mr Bhulabhat Desa, the 
majonty of the Musalmans have voted for national mierest m 
spite of the fact that they are returmed on their individual efforts 
and from separate clectorates Hle says that the Muslim League 
represents a group of Muslims, no doubt highly cstimable 
persons, but funcuioning in the higher regions of the upper 
middle-class But what iw the Congress high command 
composed of They ure also cstrmible persons of the upper 
middie class Where aie the peasants and wotkus and besides 
what 16 the total number of the membcrsol the Congress? Even 
a lurge bulk of pauouc and nauonalistic Elindus are not 
members of the Congress, because they do not believe in the 
Congress methods 


“Tam thankful to him for hrs kind olfcr when he says “The 
Congress welcomes all co-opcer ition —- It will co-operate with 
pleasure with the Muslim } cazuc as with other orgamsations 
(and 1am glad thathe recognises thatthcre are other organisations 
also} butthe basis Of tis co opel ition must be anti-!mpenalism 
and the good of the masses In its opimnton no picts and 
compromises between handfuls of upper class people — and 
ignoring the intcrests of the masscs have any real or penmnanent 
valuc It is with the masses that i deals It Knows that) the 
masses, Hindu o: Muslim, care htthe for communal questions 
They demand urgently and insisittcnily economic teclicf and in 
order to obtain tus political ficcdom on this broad basis there 
can be the fullest co-operauon beuiween all the clements in the 
country who sceck the good of the prople as a whole and their 
freedom from Imperialism 

“Does he think that the policy and programme which he 
Is preaching will mect the demand which he describes as 
urgent and insistent for cconomic rehef and would obtain this 
political freedom’? Let him draw up a concrete and practical 
scheme, which will meet the urgent and insistent demand of the 
masses and which will give them real cconomic — rehef 
immediately, and I assure him that the Muslim League will 
offers fullest co-operation, because he is not the only Indian 
who feels for those who arc suffering from poverty and 
hardships 


“He makes a grcal mistake when he assumes to be the sole 
custodian of the interests of the masses J would ask him also 


120 


Tit Narion’s VOICE 


to define how he wants us to fight Impenalism At one ume 
he says we must wipe off all the Princes and the Indian 
States, destroy all capitalisis, confiscate their lands and 
property ctc and sct up immediately a Socrahstic form of 
government Atanouicr ume he says we must present a united 
front for the achicvemcnt of frecdom first and we will decide 
everything clse through 4 constitucnt assembly al some 
unknown date, when we have got possession of power or when 
we arc on the verge of the possession of power TI wonder 
whether the masses, who demand and require urgent and 
insistent cconomic relict, can understand what he means 
League's Arm 


“Tho Mushm League is willing and ready and, infact, 10 
1S part of Our programme and policy to co-operate with any 
other responsible partly, provided a common policy and 
programme can be agreed upon and which will create a really 
united front The League doesnot belicve in assuming a non- 
communal label, witha few adventurers or credulous persons 
belonging to other Commiunitics thrown in and who have no 
backing of their people, and thus pass off as the only pany 
entitled to speak and act on behall of the whole ol India IT flatter 
myself that fam) putin the same category as Bhat Parma Nand 
by Pandit Juawahathal Nehru but may 1 draw his atienuon 
to the fact that there is avital difference between him and 
mc for he stands for Hindu Ray whereas T stand for a full 
democratic responsible governmicnt for the people of India? 


“To wonder whether he realises where his preaching will 
land) him sand the innocent prople who muy follow him I 
would request him to come to earth and siudy more the 
existing conditions and facts facing usand apply his energy 
and hus ability as a practical man to the soluuon of problems 
that are facing us and cry a halt and give up his fantastic 


programme Ishe going to rise or remain as Peter Pan,? who 
never grew up?’ 


Haro of JM 


Bames play (1904) 
of the s. 
y vuthtul features an! is imm ure {Same name iperson who rctains 
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63 Election Campaign — Reported Heckling at 
Ahmedabad Meeting! 


Ahmedabad, February I Uproanous scenes marked the 
procecdings at a mccting of Muslims which was addressed late 
last night by Mr MA Jinnah in support of the Mushm League 
candidates for the Bombay Legislauve Assembly Mr Jinnah 
said that the Govemment that was to be sctup under the new 
sovernment of India Act would be quite diiferent from the 
existing one A Voice “Mushm League candidates are pro- 


Government” Mr Jinnah retorted “But that Govemment is 
gone “ 


Mr Jinnah was subjccted to contynuous heckling? and 
uprourious scenes followed He tned to continue his speech 
several times, but the uproar continued and finally he left the 


mecting The mecting was subsequcnily addressed by speakers 
opposed to the Muslim Leaguc —— API 


‘News report Civil & Military Gazette 2 February 1937 


2A contradiction of the news report appeared in Civil & Military Gazetie, 5 
Februiry 1937 whichis as follows Bombay February 3 With reference to the 
report from Ahmedabad published on Tuesday regarding the mectng addressed 
by Mr MA Jinnah at which he was stat lo have becn heckled the 
Associated Press 1s informed that the report 1s incorrect It was stated that Mr 
Jinnah was not allowed to complcte his speech which is wrong He complhcitcd 
the speech and aftcr that a supporter of an anti Muslim League candidate 
wantcd to ask a few questions though this was not part of the programme of 
the meeting, the man was permitted to do so Questions were asked in a manner 
m which they probably did not find favour with the audience who shoud 
him down Mr Jinnah himsclf and the President of the meeting tried their best 
to persuade the audience to give the qucstioncr a Chance to speak, bul the 
audience refused to do so and therefore the President declared the mecung 


closed ~-AP A similar report of contradicuon also appearcd in Star of india, 
4 February 1937 
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64. Reply to Brctvi's Statement! 


Bombay, i} cbruary 9 Mr MA Jinnah, President of the All 
India Muslim | cague, has issued the following statement in reply 
lo Mr SA Brelvt, Congress candidate, contesting the Bombay 
South Uiban Muslim Consutuency 


{ im oa ung this statement as an appcal has been made to 
te by the Bombay Chroncle although I fecl that we have already 
hom prqudged and condemned and Ow InE to the unfortunate 
woodefiaure Of Mr Brelwi IT feel Foam before a mibunal where 
« ade and the prosceulor are the same Big headlincs are given 
md the poster in qucstion has been associated with the Alb India 
Mushm League No cngquiry was made from the League office as 
lo the origin before we were associaicd wath it and aficr making 
cuctul enquiries now JF find that the All India Muslim League 
machinery has nothing to do with it 


Interview and After 


‘teas wellknown that Mr Brelvi has carmed on one sided 
sropiganda an the Bombay Chroncle and maligned the All India 
Rue Leipuc and everyone connected with am ever since his 
inturvicw wath me before the Mushm Leigue candidates were 
adoptud in October bast He mide to mec most improper proposals 
iat f should keep one seat vacant in the South and allow him to 
stund on the Congress ucket Failing that [ should adopt nominally 
a Le aue candidate but in fet should not oppose him It 1s 
obvious that | could not do that It 1s incorrect when he says 
that he anformed me that he was standing as 4a caindidite and that 
TP sad) 7 would fajht him by every means Whit T did tell him was 
that af he stood against a League candidat’ T hid no altermauve but 
to support the League candidate and tight him Thereaficer at 1s 
unfortun ite that Mr Brelvi appe dedto the religieus scenuments of 
the voters and asucd on his card an iwolated sentence of Maulana 
Muhimnmad Ah Fo wash to diclare that af India wins Swara 
aoowall) satisfy the rehpious requirements of a Musim in India 
Thi was im December and January 


Not content with thit) he started in Jimuary  answermng 
mMayinary quesuons A question was What ws the Congress policy 
with regard to Islamic questions and Mushm interests? The next 
question was Tf any question about Islamic rehgion and Islamic 
mMlcrests comes up what would be your alutude towards 11? His 
answer was 7 assurc you that as far as purcly islamic quesuons 
arc concerncd To shail act) according to the principles of Islam 


All About Poster 


Not content with that he ain his speech on the 27ih Janu 
1937 saves Tt was the Congress and che Mushms iu the Congress 


Prose stucment Deccan Times 9 Fubruary 1937 
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who took the Icad in organising the non co operabon to redress 
the Khilafat wrong Where, then wore Mr Jinnah Sor Ali Md Khan 
Dehlavr Md Ah Allibux andthe Kmghis and Khin B abidurs 
who are now the leading lights of the Bombay Presidency Mushm 
League? When a similar issuc) arises in regeurd to the honour 
of [slam will these gentlemen be prepurcd to mike Une sacrifice 
that Congress Musluns arc always preparcd to make in accord ance 
with the dictates of Islun? In fact nothing would be more 
appreciatcd, observid Mr Brolva unuidst Jiughter If Mr Jinnih or 
Mr Allahbux or Mr Hosen Beg Muh wamad courted unprisoniment 
in whe cause of Islini 


As a Congress min whose atuitude i one of non intervention 
wn the matter of religion Mir Brelvi has cxcatid the rehpious 
passions of Muslims tiaving tthen the anitwausc if from: some 
source the poster is published surcly the Le wjucas not going to be 
condemncd for it The Muslim Lo igue wants to stand on principles 
and policics and w ints to fight for the progrunme which as political 


What did Mr) Brelvt sty about the Lo tguc in his specch on 
January 27 1937? He says To consider at my duty iso a Muslim 
to work for the indup»ndence of my country and at 1s bee ise 
}oam placing dbs clear tssuc before my Muslim brcuaren whether 
as Mushms they wint independence or polmical slavery foam 
recawing from them un inercisunply cncouriging response that fas 
frightencd the political reacuenuics who hive tiken possession of 
Mushm League orginisiton im Bombiy in spite of Mfr Jinn ih 
Surcly dus insinuition unit the Muslun League ud everyone 
conncetcd with at stand for pohucal slivery is now a cloim way 
of fighting Mr Brelvi says “fhe Mushm Lotpuc dows not want 
complete independence for Uus country The League does not wont 
to reject the consutuhion but to work at for what atas worth Wl 
Mr Breivi not tike the oath of allegiince when he 1s chetd? 1s 
that better than crecd of A India Mustind Le ijue which stinds 
for full democratic responsible p.osemment for india? Esen 
Gandhi his made his position clear recently Ural he as willing to 
ao Deminion Status? Docs he also stand for poliuical shivery of 

adia? 


Vital Diffcrences 


“The vital difference between the Congress polcy and 
programme and the Le iguc’s 1s not confined to the mere slog ins of 
independence and wrecking The fund unental differences belween 
the Congress ticket md the League are with regard to the methods 
and pnneiples Docs Mr Brelsi stand for the vital principles of the 
League that the rights and antercsis of munorites should be 
SafCguardced on an cquitible basis and that unul we come lo our 
own sclllement which | desire more than anybody clsc the 
Communal Award should stand? Will Mr Brelya stand by the 

liucal ccononmnue and socitl antreosts of the Musulmans or 
oHow the orders and the mand we of the Congress us he is bound 
to The Congress stands for direct schon The Musalmins ure not 
Preparcd to such a course al present as aos bound to be suicidal 
under the present condilions 


T must say that To amo surpriscd that anyone who undcrstinds 
the clementiry principles which should guide a party should unnk 
that the Muslim Leaguc should be cxpecied to support 4 man who 
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stands on a different party uckct agaimst a candidalc or by 
the Muslim League [ cannot beheve the United Provinces Muslim 
League Board having put up an official candidate of the League 
and yet are supporting the Congress candidate contesting against 
the ague candidate But whcre thcre is no League candidate 


certainly it 1s Open lo a party to support a candidate standing on 
the uckct of another party 


Plea for Clean Fight 


in the conclusion | desire that whatever may be our 
differences the contest should be on honest and clean lines and 


on principles poles and programme and I appeal to everyone to 
cease personal villficabion and misrepresentation 


M A Jinnah 
February 9 1937" 
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65. Appeal to Legislators Join ML Party! 


Mr MA _ Jinnah, President, Al India Muslim League, 
invited all the clecicd Mustim Members for the Bombuy 
Provincial Legislature on Sunday, the 28th Fubruary 1937, at the 
Islamia Club The following members of the Muslim League 
party and the Independents attended the mecung 

1 Su AM K Dehivi 
2 Mr II Chundrgar 
3 Mr MT Patcl 
4 Mr Faymohamced Khan 
5 Mr Mohamcd Amin Tambe 
6 Mr AG Kan 
7 Khan Bahadur Abdul Lauf H yi Hazrat Khan 
8 Khan Bahadur S$ Janmoh imcd 
9 Mr KA Janvchar 
10 Mr AN Ukal 
11 Mr MSC Mitha 
120 Mr SM Hasan 
13) Mr MM Pitl 
14. Khan Sahib Abdur Rahim H skim 
15 Mr Gheewalla 
16 Si Curnmbhoy Ibrahim 
17) Mrs Sahma Faas Tycby: 
18 Mr Mohamed Ali Atluh Bux 
19) Mr Husein Bargmoh.mncd 
20° Mr MM Killodar 


Independents 

21 Dr KA Hamecd 

22 Mr A Sattar Khan 

23 Mr Farall Rahimivollah 

24 Mr Ali Bahadur Khan 

25 Mr AHI Bhagat 

26 Mr MY Nunc 

27 Mr AE Singapun 

28 Khan Sahib Ahmcd Kussam Kachi 

29 Mr Khawya Bashiruddin Kasi 

30 Han Amir Sahcb Mohiuddin 

Mr Jinnah addressed all the members present In his speech 
Mr Jinnah stressed the need for concerted action by the Mushm 


'News report, 28 February 1937) National Archives of Pakistan, Islamabad, 
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members in *: Legislatures and pressed upon them the 
importance ©! v-hieving unity and solidanty im the Mustim 
group Mr fi nah then asked the Independent members 
individualls to join the Lcugue Party in the Legislature The 
Independ nt members requested that time should be given to 
them lf 6 P Nt They came and met the League Party at 7 PM 
Exccopt Mir KB Kavi they all made a statement which was read 
oul af dic oictuing by Mr Nurie The purport of their statement 


wis diit fs ume had not yet come for them to join the League 
proup unt iiat they could better serve the interest of the Mushm 
Conuunity and the country by remaining Independent for the 


most They have also asked in their statement whether Mr 
Lona contcmplates to dissolve the present Parltamentary Board 
and reconstitute if on proper lines Thereafter the League Party 
commenced its business, Mr Jinnah berng in chair 


Stir AM K_ Dehlvi was duly proposed and seconded for the 
Teadcersimp of the Partly and was unanimously clecttd Mr SM 
Hasan and Khan Bahadur Jan Muhammad as well were 
unanimously clected as the Sccrctary and the Whip of the Party 
respecuvely After the clecuon of office bearcrs of the party 
following resolution was passed un inimously 


That no member of the Muslim Loapuc Party im the Legisbatures 
shall nepolate with any other group or party or the Governor cxccpt 
through thar Leider and subject to the confirm ition by the party 


By a separate resolution a committee consisting of the 
following members was formed to frame the rules of the pany 
for the conduct and business of the pany, and submit the draft 
rulcs for the approval and contimmation of the partly at ils neat 
muting Members of the Committee arc 

I Su AMK Dchtsi 

2 Mrs Salina Pare Tycbp 

3 Mr SM Hausa 

4 Mr ME Patel 

5 Mr KA Janyck ir 

Sir Dehive then proposed a vote of thanks to Mr Jinnah which 


was carmed amidst applause And the meeting terminated 1ts 
business for the day 
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66. Statistics of Election Success: Features of ML Policy! 


The programme and policy of the Musiim League candidates 
who have been retumed to the provincial councils was outlined 
by Mr MA _ Jinnah, President of the All India Mushm League, 
inanintervicew Mr Jinnah said that the two main features 
in their programme would be that the League Party woutd uulse 
the legislatures with a view to caulaching the maximum benefit 
tothe country and that they would aticmpt to get the present 
provincial constitution and the proposed central Constitution 
replaced immediately by full democrauc self-government The 
President of the League also reviewed the posiuon of the Party 
in the vanous provincial legislatures 

“This is the first trme that the All India Muslim League from 
the centre, without clficcuve provincral ordistnct organisauons, 
has made an attempt at mass contact, and has entered the ficld 
of elections to the provincial Iegislatures under the new 
constitution, and the task was, aS | have often repeated, 
“stupendous,” said Mr Jinnah Fe added ‘This was so, firstly 
because the Mushims are in every way backward and are not 
organised, and, sccondly, because we have not anctwotk of 
exisung Organisauion im the shape of provincial and distnct 
bodics But a beginning had to be made and I am more than 
Satisfied atthe result of the first attempt ” 


Features of Policy 


“Our pohcy and programme are well known,” continued the 
League President “itis summcd up in two main features (1) 
thatthe present provincial consimuuon and the proposcd central 
consutution should be replaced immediatcly by full democratic 
sch! government, and (2) that in the meanuume, wie representatives 
of the Muslim Leaguc in the various Iegislalurcs will uulise the 
legislatures in order to cxtract the Maximum bencfil out of the 
constitution for the uplift of the people in vanous spheres of 
National hfe We shall co-operate with any progressive group 
in the Iegislatures for the weHare and in the mnicrests of the 
Provinces and the country gencrally ” 


Rcfernng to the strength of the League Party in the vanous 


legislatures, Mr Jinnah said ‘The result of our efforts has been 
that in Bengal, the Muslim Leaguc Party has secured 50 percent 


'Press intervicw Lunes of India 1 March 1937 A shorter version of the report 
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of the seats and is the lergest Muslim group In the United 
Provinces, it putup only 35 candidatcs for the lower house 
and securcd 29 scats out of atotal of 66 In Madras, the Muslim 
League Board put up 11 candidates for the Assembly and three 
for the Council, and has succeeded except for one seat in the 
Assembly Bombay has achieved the highest success It has 
secured two-thirds out of a total number of 30° seats, and I 
have already received tclegrams from the independent 
Candidatcs expressing their desire to join the Leaguc Group 


Failure in Punjab 


“In the Punjab, I admit, most regretiully we have failed In 
Bihar, no Muslim League Parliamentary Board was set up 
In the Central Provinces, both the partuiesof Mr Rauff Shah 
and Mr Shantff applicd to be alfilated to the Muslim League 
But under the rules, Mr Rauff Shah and Mr Shariff being 
members of the Cental Parliamentary Board, had the authonty 
to constitute a board, and as they could not agree with me in spue 
of my strenuous cfforts,and as the applications to be affiliated 
were not given in lume, it was considered best that they 
should take the verdict of the electorate, and whichever party 
commands a majority, thal parly board may be recognised by 
the Mushm Lcague Ccntial Parlhamentary Board 


Situation in| Assam 


“With regard to Assam, the Muslim League has carticd away 
Nine seats out of 34 In the North-West Frontier Province, Onssa 
and Sind, no MusIim League Board was formed 


“Muslims have every reason to be congratulatcd on this 
achievement after a work of only a few months,” Mr Jinnah went 
onto say “tis up to them now to organise throughout India and 
to take their proper place and share in the adminisuation and 
govemance of the provinces and the country The consutuuon 
and policy of the League do not prevent us On the contrary, 
tis partand parcel ofour basic principle that we are free 
and ready to co-operiute with any group or party {rom the very 
imceplion, Or inside the legislature, if the basic principles are 
determined by common consent” 
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67 Post-Election League Policy! 


Bombay, February 28 “We are tree and ready to co-operate 
with any group or party if the basic principles are determined 
by common consent", says Mr MA Jinnah, President of the 
All India Muslim Leaguc Parliamentary Board, 1n a Press 
interview reviewing the position of his party in various 
legislatures 

He adds that the League members in the Icgislatures would 
ulilise the legislatures with a view to extracting the maximum 
benefit from them for the country League members would 
allempt to get the picsent provinctal cConstiiluuion and the 
proposed central consututions replaced immediately by a full 
democratic self-government 

Reviewing, the clecuions, Mr Jinnah said that this was for the 
first lume that the All India Muslim Leaguc, without elfective 
provincial or district organisations, made an attempt at mass 
contact from the centre and the League's task had been 
stupendous This was so firstly because Muslims were in every 
way backward and were not organised and secondly League had 
not got the network of provincial and disuiict organtsations A 
beginning had, however, been made and Mr Jinnah was 
sausfied with the resulis In general the League has captured 50 
percent of Muslim seats In the UP 29 out of 35 League 
candidates have been successful In M idras, 10 out of P1 League 
nominees have succeeded In Bombay two-thirds of Mushm 
Scats in the Assembly have gone to the League Mr Jinnah 
regretfully admitted that the Leaguc had failed in the Punjab 
The League had not set up League Pamlltamentury Board in 
Bihar, NWFP, Ortssa and Sind In Assam ninc out of 34 
Mushm scats have gone to the League while two partics led by 
two different members of the Muslim League Parliamentary 
Board contested and the League would take the verdict of the 
electorate and affiliate the party which commands a maonty of 
scals 

League Party 

On the invitation of Mr MA Jinnah the clected Mushm 
members of the Bombay Legislature, both League members as 
well as Independents, met today and three of the latter agreed 
to join the Leaguc, bringing the League Party's strength in the 


‘Press interview Star of India 2 March 1937 
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Bombay Assembly to 22 The remaining 9 Independents, 
including Dr Hamid, Mr Nurric of Ahmedabad and Mr Fazal 
Ibrahim Rauhimtoola anex-Farnff Board member, have 1ssucd 
a statement declining to join the Assembly League Party, 
holding that “the time has not ycl come for them to join the 
League group’ They add We think that we shall better serve 
the interests of the Musiim community in the country by 
remaming Independents for the present We, however, wish to 
Stale that we have at our heart equally gicat fcclings of regard 
for the Mushm community and shall always) unhesilatingly 
support its Cause " 

In conclusion the stgnatones wish to know af Mr Jinnah 
contemplates dissolving the present League Parhamentary Board 
and * reconstitute it on proper lines ” 

The Assembly League Party later clecttud Sir AM K> Delhavi 
as toader, Mr SM Hasan (fast Kandesh) as Secictary and Khan 
Bahadur S Jan Mulinimad as Whipolt the Party Phe Party also 
resolved thal no meumber of the Leaguc Party shall negotate 
with any other yroup or partly of ie Govemor cxcept through 
the leader and subject to confirmation by the patty By another 


resolution the Ecague appomtcd a commitice to frame rules for 
the conduct: and business of the Party — API 
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68. “Heart Pulsating”’ for Indian Freedom! 


New Delhi, March 13° Addressing the Arabic CoNege Union 
lastnight, Mr MA Jinnah ndiculed the idea of the Congress 
‘wrecking’ the new Constutuuon by accepung = olfice 
Acceptance of offices meant, declared Mr Jinnah, working the 
new Constitution which the Congress had not the courage 
to admit On his part, he frankly admitttd that the new 
Constituuon was not acceptable to the Muslims and that the 
Muslims were determined to replace ut by a full democratic 
Constutuuon In ty demand they should not budge an inch 


Proceeding, Mr Jinnah said that there was no difference 
between the Congress and the Mushms caxccpt that the latter 
stood for the establishment of the mghts of the minority 
community He declared that tus heatt was pulsating for the 
freedom of the country Genuine umty he concluded between 
Muslims and Hindus was only possible when both the 
communitics had developed a better mind by an intemal 
organisation — API 


'Public speech, Star of Jndia 15 March 1937 
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69. Independent Elected Members Totd “Door 1s Open’? 


London, (sic) Murch 15 [n the course of a statement to the 
Associated Pross, Mr Jinnah said 


Twas invitd by virrous members who were clectcd as 
indcpendenis and on the uckut of the NAP Aficr hearing their 
Vicws and discussing with Uhem mutters relating to achievement of 
unity and solidarity which were prossed upon me by them | placed 
thar views before the Muslim League Parliamentary Party and 
they are willing to reciprocate their desire for complete unity and 
have passed resolution Ws one morc proof on the purtof the All 
India Muslim Leoapuc that we stand on our pohcy programme and 
pnnciples and if those who are sinccrcly willing to stind by them, 
Sign our pledge and follow our policy “the door is open and they 
are welcome * — API 


Press statement Dribun 16 March 1937 
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70. Office Acceptance Congress Formula Same as 
League's' 


New Delhi, March 20 Mr MA Jinnah, President of the All 
India Mushm League, 1n an interview, withan Associated Press 
representative onthe Congress resolution on acceptance of office 
said 


“I congratulate the mght wing Conygrcss Icadcurs for having carmed 
the Congress with thum They have adopted a formula which 1s 
practically the same as was adopted by the All India Muslim League 
on Apnl 12 1936 ninkly im the present conditions we should 
uulise the constitution for what wos worth The condition that 
ministerships shall not be acccpted unless the Ieadcr of the Congress 
Party in the Iegislature as satisficd and able lo state publicly uhat 
the Governor will not usc his powers of interfercnce or sct aside 
the advice of the Ministers mi regard to thar constituuonal 
activilics 1S a surplusage 


Governor's Duties 


“The Instrument of Instructions (clause 8) cnjgoins the govemor 
as follows 


In all matters within the scope of une cxceuuve authority 
of the province save mrclanon tothe funcuons which he 
is requircd by or under the Act to cxercscintns diserction 
our Govemor shall inthe cxcreise of the powers conferred 
upon him be guided by the advice of tus Ministers unlcss 
in his opinion so to be guided would be inconsistent with 
the fulfilment of any of the special responsibiliucs which 
by the Act are committed to him: or wath the proper 
discharge of any of the functions which he otherwise under 
the Act is required to excercise in his individual judgment, 
in any of which Cases our Govemor = shall 
notwithstanding his Mimisters advice act in cxereise of 
the powcrs by or under the Act conferred upon him in 
such 4 manner as to his individual judgment scecms 
requisite for the duc discharge of the responsibilitics and 
funcuons aforesaid But he shall be studious so to excercise 
his powers as nol to enable his Mamisicrs to rely upon his 
special responsibiliucs in order to relicve themselves of 
responsibiliucs which arc properly thar own’ 


Sole Judge 


“What will be the value of such a fuule assurance which 1s 
umphed and has been repeatedly proclaumed by the  vanous 
Governors and the Governor Gencral? The test is ia will be the 
judge and who will decide asto whether 4a parucular measure of Act 
proposed by the Congress im the Legislature or in the administrative 
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sphere 1s or isnot consutulional acuviucs So long as uic Govcermor 
as the sole and ullimiate gudye the = posion remains cxuctly the 
same as laid down in dhe Act and the Insuumcent of Instructions 
It may, however appeal to the wmmigmauion of some people that the 
Congress has laid down somedung novel But itis obsrous that no 
wise Govemor will wantonly alicmipt to resincet Ue operation of 
responsible Goverment conceded within a limited sphere Anyhow 
the bogey of wrecking, the constitution has dis ippearcd and we are now 
wathin the domain of consutuuonal acuivitics and this we arc obliged 
to do because there is no united front 


“Now surugeling ts wo tre for nauvonil self gowcrmment perhaps 
uowall be ce wiser for the All India Mustim Le aguc partics lo co Operate 
with outer progressive paruics as Uie Congress is also incd up T now 
urge upon the Mus iuimians of India to mioake cvery cflort to organise 
the Musalniins all over india and mioike the AN India Mushm 
Le wuc und us polwy and programme 1 success To ippe al to those 
Musaimans Sairtienibaniy who feel strongly as anybody clse in this 
country for nitional sclf goverment and freedom of India to rally 
tound the Mustim be ayue banner 


Bahraich By § tuction 


We have cocided to contest the scat which wis won by the 
Mushm Poa at Bahrach bac the memberwho won the scuth 
To osorrawlully have to say as no more with us So we hive to 
capture Unt sou roam Phe Compress TP obolicve as Boing lO Contest 
thatscat Tl owillbe ot grou mistake on the put of the Congress 
fo dose Phere as reaffy no substantial difference now at iny rate 
Metwoen othe League’ ind the Congress as wrecking of the 
sonstituuon has disippearcd: from the Conuress progranune 


Tohave often said) that Poam (ying, lo see Uiat Musalmains 
should wholohoutedly and sincerely adhere to the policy and 
Programme of the A India Musto Coaguc which is both nabond 
and pttnote uid we stl always be ylid to co operate wath the 
Congress in us Constructive progtunme foi no use encour PING 
an uudividud Musalmiin to come into the fold of the Congress for 
the sthe ot aprave In conclusion J urge that Totus now concentr ite 
on those ctuses which stind in the way of aunited front ’—~ AP 
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71 Post-Election Strategy “Carry Message from Village 
to Village’”! 


New Delhi, March 21) Amecting of the Council (Exccutive) of 
the All India Muslim League, held here under the Presidentship 
of Mr MA Jinnah decided to hold the next annual session of 
the League on April 17 18 and 19 at Lucknow and unanimously 
elected Mr Jinnah President for the session Nawab Sir Mohd 
Yusuf who proposed Mr Jinnah’s nime for presidentship of the 
session is understood to have sucssed that at this) psychological 
moment there was no one so emincnily suited for guiding the 
destinics of Muslim India as Mr Jinnah Sir Mohd Yusufs views 
in tars respect were shurcd by speakers who participated in the 
discussion and the meeting appointed a Sub-Committee to suggest 
revision in rules of the League 

Need For Organisation 

Prolonged discussions for devising ways and mcuns Lo organise 
Muslims and to bring them within the fold of the b cague were 
held The necessity of establishing mass contacts was sticssed and 
iL was also suggesicd that in order to preserve the solid inty of the 
League, Muslim Iegrslators in the various provinces should be 
allowed some belly of action suicd to particul ue Cxrgencics of 
local pohuics There was also a proposal that the League 
Parhamentary Boaid should now be dissolved as it was sct up 
for the specific purpose of sciecling and supporting Candidates 
In provincial clecuons which hid now becn tulfilled and that 
powers of the Board should be vested in provincial branches of 
the Leapue to be formed 1n every province 

Mr Jinnah's Speech 

Mr Jinnah explaincd that the Council had no powcr to 
dissolve the Board as it was nol created under its authonty Mr 
Jinnah, reviewing the work done by the League dunng the 
recent clections, outlined ts future policy and programme He 
stressed that the primary issuc before them should be mass 
organisation of the Muslims) He wanted them to concentrate on 
the basic pmnciples of the League which, together with its 
programme, could be altered Wf they so desired He denied the 
charge levelled against him by some people that he had acted 
as a ‘dictator’ during the clecuons As regards the suggestion 
that the Parliamentary Board should be dissolved, Mr Jinnah 
observed that some people wantcd to do away with i oas Ib was 
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not suited for their purpose Alluding to the proposal to 
establish mass contacts, he pointed oul that it was cxactly what 
he was trying to do but the tusk was of such a stupendous nature 
that at could not be achieved in a short ume 

Mushms and Nationahsm 

Procecding, Mr Jinnah said that there was no single decent 
Indian who did nol ycarn for nauonal independence Opinions 
on that issue differed not because of any lack of nationalism 
among the Muslims but duc to other causes It was not possible 
for Mushms and Hindus to muge thur idcnutics because of the 
fundamentally different social hentage and culture of the two 
communities, but it was at the same time most feasible for them 
to yoin hands and march together to the goal of freedom His 
creed was national sclf-Govemment and if the Muslims decided 
to jon the march to the goal of ficcdom he assurcd them his 
wholcheaned support He, however, did not want them to do 
this to picase any particular poison or organisation Morcover, 
he did not want them to play a role of cump-followers but be 
in the vanguard 

Mr Jinnah exhorted members of the Council to carry the 
message Of organising Muslims trom village to village * Sink or 
swim, dic or ive but live as a united nition,” Mr Jinnah 
concluded The mecting pissed a resolution uigeng that 
Immediate steps should be taken to cstablish provincial and 
distinct Branches of the League all over India Fhe resolution 
capecicd that cvcery member of the Counci) would endeavour to 
establish district and) provincial branches and help in their 
revival 

The ‘Associated Press’ understands that there was an 

exchange of views between some leading Mushm members, 
who have been elected to the Unitcd Provinces Legislative 
Assembly and who are now on a shorn visit to Delhi, and Sir 
Sikander Hyat Khan Icader of the Punjab Unionist Party, who 
had also boon here Discussions Centicd mainly on the future 
coure the Mushm mumbers should adopt inthe legislatures of 
those Provinces where they wore ina minority It as) believed 
that Sir Sikanders view as that the Muslims should not form 
Paries an these fevrslatures on communal lines, though they 
Should: wotk ts a single organised tom for the protechon of 
Mushim rights and interests So far as the quesuion of allrance 
with other pares as cConcemcd toremost importance should be 
aliached lo the protection and furtherance of Muslim interests 


Sir Sikander lett for L iho tommght Mr Jinnah is leaving for 
Bombay tomorrow moming —- API 
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72.Condemns Congress Programme of Muslim 
Mass Contact! 


Bombay, April 19 “I must condemn the dcliberate attacks 
that are being Made by our opponents to misrepresent the policy 
ofthe All India Muslim League,” says Mr MA _ Jinnah, President 
of the All India Muslim Leaguc, in a statement to the Press 


“It is absolutely untruc to suggest Unat Uric Muslim Le iguc docs 
not stand to fight for the trecdom of our counury If anyone cures to 
read honestly the policy and progrinime that have been lad down 
now by the League in blick and white and hive been bro idcast 
repeatedly, he will find that at stands for full natonal self 
govemment) for the peopke of India but at the same ume it 
considers Unat there cannot be and will not tk, any real national 
Government cstablished an uus country unul the rphts and 
interests Of the minoeritics arc prolecttcd and siftguirded by an 
honourable setdlemcent This wonce will create ascnse of sccunty in 
them and will win Uhr trust and confidence in the mayority rule 
The League has stood since the Lucknow Pact of 1916 and stinds 
today for this basic principle 


Congress Idealsts 


‘LT regret to find thit a few of the Congress Icaders hive been 
actually talking as idealists who have adumbritcd a new policy 
This recent oncntition of thar policy towards Muslims and the 
Muslim League 1s bound to fail and lid to disaster To find that 
efforts are being mide in a somewhat dcehberate fashion to divide 
Mushms for an ultenorm object by appealing to thar patmouisin 
and national fceclings by falscly representing that the Congrcss 
alone has got the monopoly to chaanon and fight for the {recdom 
of India and that no other purty has a mght to cxist if they do not 
cent per cent agree with the Congress When the question of the 
protection of the minortics 1s raised by anybody who darcs to 
raise it, he as dubbcd as a Communualist for there 1s in’ their 
opmon no suchthing as aHindu Muslim qucsuon in realuy This 
is so far from the tuth what we can only come to the conclusion 
that the objcct of these people is to split Mushms and break the 
Mushm League This policy I venture tosay will sect buck the 
national advance of Unc country The unity and an honourabie 
sctticment between the Hindus and Mushms and other minoritucs 
is the only pivot upon which navonal sclf government for India 5 
350 millions can be constructed and niaintauincd 


Mhnorities’ Interests 


“May I here quot Mr Gandin He says It therefore pains 
me to find Lord /ctlund playing the old fanuliur tunc of divide 
and rule The Congress cannot cxist for two days if 1 disregards 


'Press statement fumes of india 20 April 1937 Sce also Star of India and Civil 
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the imtercsts of the minonucs It cannot bring about mass rule by 
dividing India into facuons The Congress Munisirics of they ever 
come into cxislunce will diy Uieir OWN BTaves without the 
Governor s safeguards the moment Uy lrample upon the nghis of 
the minoritics or resert lo Injusuce otherwise 


Of course this statement assumes that people cease to Cxist 
the moment thy do an unjusuce or 4 wrong Ung but in dus 
prichcal world ind he must be aw ein muiny piurts of the world 
mayontcs have flournshed by wanpling upon the mghis of minoritics 
rosulling ingrave unjustice lo Urnem oind yet they (the m ayoritics) 
are not buncd although iey mrty be tiking Wier Course low ards 
diggmg unar grave for a dong long line Why put Uns timptation 


then an the way of the aiagjority ind kecp the nunonly un constant 
and ternble fear? 


League's Posttian 


May IT quote Mr Gandhi again from his recent stutcument He 
says of Ue tssuruice ked for by Ure Contgress as not given 
by the Governors Eprofer anbonourible deadlock to dishonour sble 
duty scenes between Congressmen ind die Governors That as 
orocisely the position of the Mu lim Le auc —thit icy preter an 
Rinaue ile scllement to the dishonourtbk duly scenes that are 
taking, plisc and wall take plaice between the Hindus md Muslims 


This som of game of cavidims tae two gre al saster COMMUNIC S 
by such moutheds has been the dusienet mistortunc of India 
wath the result that woo ue now saddled wail a foreign dominion 
and turthee cllocts by the Comsress an dhit sume direction to 
divide and rule MusTuns wall only load to ou indefinite suiy of 
that domination Anyhow foun glad dha the Prosident of the 
Congress his now annie thaothey have so far neglected the 
Mushims and that wos the rooson why the Congress failed to get 
support in the recent chetions from Muslims It is to the good 
that the Miustun League tas at) least consanced lume that rt as 
cssentil to hive sou ryud for thor apimend md scntuncnts 
But formant dha he should hase found i solution which wall 


produce more bitterness und wll frusuue the object that every 
nation tlist has athe art 


Propaganda smong Vustans 


Tn has curular ue whieh he assucd reeently lo lhe vo imous 
Provancidl Com ress Comumitees he urges upon them loo work 
amon, tune Mushini ouasses He supttests: the lommation of 
Prosingial Musbny aes contact committees under the provincial 
camemittes tooatral Mlushna moimbers ind veneridsy to rouse die 
intorest OF Mic uns ta the alfa s of the Conaress Por dis purpose 
he wents ahom to publish tho nouces mectings cu om Urdu as 
well Tho AM dintig Muslun Boauc and covery Musho who can 


read and wet cept dios who obcy the Congress ampliatly are 
to De agnord 


Weare wold by 


another Conurnss louder who as ne dess an 
wmuthernts Unan th 


: Press fort umself se 0 Mir Sarat Chandra Bose 
hot the prebhom tito us as thot dal baat and fund umentally 


Ure one fier bebweon Elindus and Muslums What as naccdcd 
alprosemt as a bit of Propagunda on coonomue hnes Anon, st ube 
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Mushm masscs* I] suppose he has forgeticn the imsistuence of the 
Hindus recenlly in Bengal for a filty fifty share in the Miumisiry 
Does he know that besides the poor mrousses there are othurs whose 
problem of dal bhat also requires lo be scilicd on conuime hes 
and will he oinstcad of carrying on abit of propag inda amongst 
the poor Mushm masses formulate i programme which will give 
ummidiate and real rehef to the masses? | assure him that af he 
docs that the Muslims will readily goin with him) for the 
achievement of any such programme without any further bit of 
propaganda 


Mushm Intcthpentsia 


So now F find uiat the Congress loaders hive no use for the 
Mushm antelligentsia as they ue to a manincapuble of sening 
thar country or Unc interests of thor Community Uncy are so dense 
that they do not understind the Hindu ontcihyentsii and hunce these 
few estimable gentlemen of the upper middle cliss hase assucd 
aukase While declining non co operthon ayanst the Mushm 
League pirtics in the legislatures inumediitely after the success in 
six provmees Uny hive declined to hive tnything to do with 
the aguc parly in any of the Legistitures unless they surrender 
their principles ind Unir convichons forswear their party policy 
and programme ound sign the Congress pledge unreservedly — und 
uncondition lly This they find is mot possible So now uhiey think 
they wall persuade the Mushm ainisses to disown csery Muslim 
leader or representative of thas and these few omen super 
nabionalists of the Congress expect the Mushin masses to lollow 
thar lead Their interests they say wall be more mid better looked 
aftur by them because the problem of protection of munorwues 
in 4 represcntatisc Goverment will be betler understood by the 
masses because you cin always talk te theni in terms of dha 
bhat and throw in a bat of Urdu notices otherwise Plind: is to 
be the nahonal language of Mustuns 


Hartal Incidents 


What surprises me mostis Bibu Ragcndra Prasad ss insfichon 
He says that the Muslims of Bihar jouncd the hartal domeonstr ition 
on Apnl 1oin spite of my opimmen to the contrary but 1 think Babu 
Rajendra Prisad knows that my expression of opimon wis not 
followed up by any orgamescd cllort Docs he wintme tom the 
such an cffort in future? Besides wath his experience as a@ prictical 
man docs he not realise that Mushms love any damonstrivon or 
tamasha and alwavs cnjyoy excitement? Butas this dl that he can 
say of the co operation and support of Mushms? [oan afraid 
he has grievously musunderstood the Muslims 


‘We have revived the Bombay Presidency Mustm League and 
we are going lo carry on our work of org inisition throughout 
the Presidency of Bombay and Uoughout the country at large I 
appeal to Mushms all over India to orgamise the provincial and 
disunict Leagues and cnhst as many members as they can Nothing 
is gomy to dctcr us from pursuing a policy which we know 1s m 
the best interests not only of the Muslims but of unc country at 
large We arc prcpand to co operate us equals but we will not 
submit to dictuuion or subjugauion 
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73. Nehru “has taken the positron of a Dictator’ 


Bombay, April 24 In reply to Pandit Jawahatlal Nehru's 
terms for Congress co-opcrauon with the Muslim Leaguc, Mr 
M A Jinnah, President of the Ecaguc, in the course of a statement 
tothe Jai Bharat, a local vemacular daily, Says 


f have seen Pandit Jaw charlals th pram: and at appears to me 
that he has taken the po sien of adictitor Hh comes to this Accept 
what Thave ready decided and then } shall edk to you This is 
motthe way to umm moasetldloment —OUr ited Press 


"Press statement Frihure 25 April 1997 
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74 Condemns Congress Move to Win UP ML Members! 


Bombay, Apnl 25 Mr MA _ Jinnah, President, All India 
Mushm Leaguc, has issucd the following statement 


To undeorstand thal there 18s a move to mvile to a mecuing of the 
members of the Congress Purty in UP to be held on 2nd and 
3rd May some Muslim members who hive been clected on the 
Mushm League uchet m the Umuid Provinces [oun cnurcly ain 
the dark as to whit the object of this moseas But T want to make 
weoclear Unat at will be uscless) for any individual or individuals 
cffecuvely to carry Mushms belund them if any settlement is 
arrived at wilh a partiulir group or cvcn for Unit matter the 
whole province FT siy itis a pity uit these round about ctlorts 
are being mide The only object of at can be to cre ate sume 
differences bkiween Musilmans Tt as no usc dealing, with those 
men who are in and out of Ie Congress and an and out of the 
League once ume outeof the once and inother ume of the other as 
wosuits them [am sure that: Muslims of the UP will not betray 
the Musilmins of Incha and therefore any Cfhort at a scitlement 
by individuals such as moiy be ads intipeous to them for the ume 
bung will not curry us anywhere Thise been promised by Mr 
Khshauze mon Leader of tho Muslim Leoigue Party in the U P 
Assembly that he wall det me Know whit the situation is in’ the 
U Po LT sent reminders ind 1 hive been wanting to hear from hisn 
for the last three wecks and cannot understand the mystery of his 
silence I only trust: he will not cnter into np commitments which 
may be rcpudiittcd not only by Muslims of his province but by 
Mushms of the whole of India Phe method of dealing wrth 
individuals or groups cin only result ino isolating ind dividing 
the Mushms group by group) or. province by province and 


destroying thair umtcd front — API 


1Press statement, 7ribune 27 Apnl 1937 
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75.Qn Jawaharlaul's Statement Denying Ilindu-Mushm 
Question’ 


Bombay, (By Mail Mr MA Jinnah, Picsidcent of the All 
India Muslim League, has assucd the following reply to Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehiu’s recent statement 


My atttnuion his been drawn to two successive Shitements of 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru) dated tbour Apnl 25 and] wish IT can 
honesdy say some Congress leaders have been asscruing that there 
ono Eindd Musto gucstion ind thatthe minorities problum docs 
not cxst an Indias | did not say uiat) Panda Jaw ahirlal was 
funcuoning as a Duetuor but f hd say thet be wo tilking as 
such and itis quite clear from tis statemtentthat he as talking as 
uohe were a sovereign audhorty Ele sigs) Personatly DP tind at 
difficult to think of any question oF communal lincs 


‘Thatmay beso but 99 per cent of the people whe surround him 
not only Unk on Communal dings but thar words and thor decds 
speak cloqucnily However Foun glad) urat the President to put 
won has own words athaches the gre west mportince fo the building 
up of ao united India and of romosing, alone, and suspicions 
which unfortunately separ ite sommes sanous religious proups * 


“Very Great Injustice” 


ftas not only reliprous group bur pohteal proups which do not 
agree with the Congress wath reyurd to its policy and programme 
Tothink he as doing avery great injustice when he talks of the 
Mush League as a religiots group The Muslin Leiuc is a 
political organs tion and ats policy and progriniume differs im vital 
rospecls from that of the Congress Pborinstance the Congress 
policy as interprewd by human his hates statement as ta use his 
own wards the objective of the Congress as polutical 
independence thatas the capture of power by the people of India, 
Uat when that power as captured he will by ameins of a 
Consutucnt Assuinbly frune the consutuuon for India with a 
ston, hind When he was asked when wall this be achicycd his 
teply was dunny anv lifkuame To wish him dong life 


In the meantime hes prepiuring for a revoluuon to desuoy. the 
imperialist. power not only m Toadies bul a oser the world and 
Gis he will succeed in removing, our crushing = poverty and 
unemployment for which he is working In his school of thought 
there $8 no programme pending the achicsement of the Breall ideal 
except to destroy cven other party who dares to diffcr from him 
in any Wav Ele ow wclenik to pul forward Uus ideal and utopia, 
but J reget to say that PE cannot subscribe to it hisving regard to 
me condinons ind railtes of the situibean im India bo sco an 
this no ummudiite rohiel on coonomic lines to the poverly and 
unemployment which is facing us fb wam the Musluns thercfore, 


"Press statment Star uy india 3 Muay 1937 
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not to gue into this and take a Ieap im the dark, and I may 
say to the better minded Hindus please think before it is too late 


Muslim League Polky 


“Next, the policy and the programme of the All India Muslim 
League are lad down and unu!l they are changed by the All India 
Muslim League we are bound to pursuc our programme that we must 
work the provincial consutuuion for what it is worth having regard 
to the present conditions of our country This docs net mean that 
we are not as sloutly opposed to the Govemment of India Act 
1935, as any other party) Whereas the Congress) policy and 

ogramme is to wreck the consuiuuon whatever that may mcan 

say Uus because it 1s) being interpreted and consinid in 
different ways by differcnt spokesmen of the Congress 


“Third we stand by the Communal Award until a substitute 
is agreed upon by dic various communiucs concemed, whereas 
the Congrcss is oul lo destroy mo and refuses csven to accept it 
provisionally ull we may come to an honourable seulement of 
our own 


Next eur basic principle is Unat the rights id whe interests of 
the munoritics miust be sifeguirded inp any constitution by 
whomsoever it may be franicd whe Congress considers this as uller 
nonsense 


“Next m the present circumstances and Ux reahtics of India 
the Mushm League 16 not propirnd to resort to dircet achon 
because it will be suicidal ino the present divided condition of 
India Thus at wall be secn unit the vital daiferences are not confined 
only to nunorntlics problems 1 um rather amused when Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru refers to the Congress resolution pissed at 
Karachi and procecds to siy that Uns assurance has been repe ucd 
m othe Congress clechion niuniesto and 1s) the basis of the 


Congress policy and says [ft apples to all majontucs and 
munoriucs alike and itis unthinkable thit the Congress will even 
vary it 


Here then itis obvious that Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru not only 
talks plittudces but speaks as aif he possessed sovereign authorily 
over the mimontics Surely Pandit Jaw ahartal Nehru has studicd the 
historics of other countncs where the minorly hati ws not 
only limited to the assurances embodied in the ongress cluechion 
manifesto which any decent Government 1s bound to give The 
spintof his atutude is again mdicatid an the next pe wWraph where 
he status having given dus solumn assurance the Conpress has 
nothing further to do with religious or cultural miailters and it 
pursucs ils poliical struggle Docs he not Know that besides such 
rehgious and cultural mutters there is an absolute necessity for 


politcal adjustment as to the rights and interests of the minorities 


Need For Organisation 


However no usclul purpose would be served in continuing this 
controversy T appeal to the Muslims to organize themsclycs We 
want no assurance from one party or the other in this counw 
or for the matter of uUnat, from the Briush Government It 1s only 
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by organising and presenting a umtcd front that the Mushms 
will secure thaw riphts which are duc to them in the future 
Government of our country, and it isonly by organismg and 
gaining strength on our own mcurits that we shall be uble to 
difend any encroachment by or dictation from others and that 
as the reason why frantic cfforts are made to prevent the Muslims 
from organising and we arc asked to hquidute and wind up the 
Mushm Leaguc 


T have boon APP ling lo the Congress Jcadcrs not to pursuc this 
new oncntiboen of thar policy and programme It is sure to Icad 
to grcatcr bittemess OF course in thcory nobody dispuics that any 

arty has aright lo put up a candidat’ in an consliluency they 
tke but atas the spirit) and intention of such a move which has 

ot tobe considercd and yudged | have repeatedly said that af the 

oengress or any other partyis willing to co operate our hand 1s 
there to the extentthat we cm agree for the betterment and 
the advancement of India’s welfare appe il to Une beticr mind of 
Hindus and say that proceeding on the lines of alhanccs and 
honourable sctlument as) cquals 3s) a surcr course: and path 
towards a unicd front which will alone win freedom for India 
— API 
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76. Revision of ML Constitution Report “Musleading’”! 


“The report appearing in some newspapers regarding the 
recommendations of the sub-committee appointed to consider the 
consututson and rules of the All India Mushm League 1s 
enurcly incorrect and misicading’ , declared Mr M A Jinnah, the 
President of the League, in an interview in Bombay on Monday 
{3 May] 


“Inthe first place”, said Mr Jinnah, “the present creed of the 
League 18 as follows “The atluinment of full responsible 
government for India by all peaceful and legitimate means with 
adequate and clfective safeguards for Muslims and not, as 35 
reporicd, Dominion Status by consutuuional means 


“It 1s equally rcorrect and misleading to say that the office of 
the presidentis a permanent one The presentrule of the League 
on the point 1s as follows “The president of the League shall 
be elected by the Councilof the League cach year, and shall 
hold office until the next annual session’? Whereas under the 
present rule the president of the annual session is clected only 
for the session, the othcr picsident continues for the whole 
year” 

Dealing with the press repon, Mr Jinnah said thatit was a 
fact that a small committee under the chairmanship of Nawab 
Ismail Khan had been appointed to consider the whole 
constitution and the rules andmake such recommendations as 
the committee might think proper to the Counuil of the All India 
Muslim League for us consideration Unul he received the 
commitice’s report he was not im a position to say what 
amendments and changes the committee had recommended 


'Press intervicw, / unes of India, 4 May 1937 
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77. Advice to Majority — “Take Minorities With You’? 


Bombay, May 5 “You can’t possibly construct a full, 
complete democrauce responsible government in any country 
unless you tuke the minortics with you and create a sense 
of sccunty and confidence in the minonucs,” sad Mr MA 
Jannah addressing a joint mecting of the European and Indian 
Progrossive Groups last evening on the “Minoriucs Problem ” 


Mr Jinnah added “lt 15 no use discussing the fact thar the 
heredity, language and social hfe and outlook vary from 
community to Community and in some respects fundamentally 
Democranc, full responsible government means the rule of the 
mayonty and before a stable Goverment 15 possible — the 
minontics problem should be adjusted Had we been able to 
scitic the minonucs problem, the new constitution would have 
been wrifttcn differently’ Aftcricfernng to ‘the many futsle 
efforts undertaken so far to solve the communal problem’ Mr 
Jinnah said “TE believe in the policy of the spider Pry andtry, 
for Was no use crying over spiltnulk The Communal Award 
is only a provisional atrangement WH a substitute ws found ” 

Mr Jinnah deplored the atutude of the Congicess towards 
the communal problem in ticating i as a titling matter and 
conunucd "Congressmen say that the quesuon before the 
country 16 ccononuc, Namely, poverty and hunger It seems 
to me Ut this is puting the cart before the hore This 
policy and plea of hunger and poverty may  succecd 
temporary for the reasons are obvious 
United Front 


No partly is really sausficd with the present Government so 
much so that anything against the present Government goes [sic] 
and dhssabsfacuon, disipproval and condemnation agarnst the 
Govemment hire been camicd on for many yours Hf only some 
basis be found for aumicd front, the communal problem will 


be solved and there is no hope for India to achicve her goal 
without 1 


The Mushm boigue is justificd in its demand from the 
Mayonty Community for what a the posiuon of the 60 


milbons of depressed clisscs in India today who have been 
pmlused csen thor clomentary riches? 


"Speech Caved & Mak wy Ga elle & Mix 1937 
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He was opposcd to the Congress for he did not agree with 
the policy, programme and methods pursucd by the Congress 
If he were the “Zaghlul Pasha of India,” he would have called 
all the minonty communities, granted what they wanted and 
presented a united front for winning responsible government for 
India — AP 
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78.UP ML “Emerged Stronger’! 


Lucknow, May 10 “The Muslim League has emerged in the 
United Provinces, notwithstanding the altempts on the part of 
some Congress Icaders to undermine the League, stronger and 
more united than ever it was,” said Mr MA’ Jinnah in an 
interview to the Associaicd Press 


Mr Jannah conunucd = T have had Sp petri during the last 
three days of consulting various Ieadcersof Musilman opinion and 
Tam glad to say that the Musilmins of the Un ted Provinces are 
absolutcly sound in heart and head and 1 hive not the slightest 
doubt that they wall rally round the All India Mushm Uc iaguc Mag 
I have always lookcd upon Musalmans of UP as the heut of 
Mushm India The attempts that were made by some individuals 
which IT can only characterise as mean intrigucs hive been foiled 
nghuy 


No amount of vilification or nusrepresentation in the columns 
of a cortum sccuon of newspapers is going todcicer ous from 
ursuing the policy und progrimmic which we have Tiunched 
P know that Musalmins are notorganised and are wok and know 
that we have no press of our own and therefore we arc greatly 
handicapped but we arc camest ind itis our grim determination 
to organise Musalmans all over India and we do not wish to 
submit to slivery or dictauen cither of the British Government 
er any majority partly or Couunumty We stand for the freedom 
of India and Toa say without hesitation that during the penod 
that To ohad tie honour of bung the President of the Reacue the 
recordof the Leipue speaks that we had never allowed the navonal 
interest of India to be proyudiced We hive maintained thit it 1s 
hot Ue monopoly of any party or community tas the duty of 


every Indi to fight) for the attunment” of navonial — sclf 
Government for India 


“We have appointd a very powerful and influcnual commitice 
inthe United Provinces and the porsonncl, and aims and objects of 
that committee are already publishcd in newspapers bE thcrcfore 
appeal to Musalmins of Uns province and all over India that if 
they want to hive and pliy thar part and sccure and mumtun. thar 
honourable position inthe Govamuncnt of the country they must 
Orpanise themsclyes and stindon thar ments and play the fullest 
Partinthe rapid devclopmemts uit) arc tuking place and wall be 
taking place in the near future and | may point out to our 
opponents that they will not advance the welfare of India and 
attainment of our goal merely by mustcpresenuing and wilifying 
Musalmans but on the contrary Uncy will be putung unc hands of the 
clock back The way two achieve our BOal is lo cereale an almosphcre 
ofttiundship tutwoon Hindus and Mustuns and to find « solution 
as speedily as possible which will crculc a complhic sense of 


'Pross anterwaw Tribuns 12 May 1937 
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secunty and confidence in the largest minonty in the country and 
thus bring about a unmtcd front which will bond wie British 
Government to submit to our demunds 


‘The Mushm League hus cnurged m the Unitid Provinces, 
notwithstanding the altcmipts on the part of some Congress leaders 
to undermine the League stronger and more united than ut ever 
was and T am glad that the position of Jamuiat ul-Ulcema-1 Hind 
and the Ahrars has becn also made clear by recent pronouncements 
of ther mecitings at Lucknow and Moradabad” Concluding Mr 
Jinnah says, ‘Muselmans must rilly round one plitform and one 
flag throughout India and that is Un All India Mushimn League 
Ours is a full blooded nauvionalistic policy and no amount of 


intngucs and musrcprescntihons will mike at otherwise — API 
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79. “We also Stand for Freedom’”! 


Bombay, May 16 Addressing the annual gencral mecting of 
the Bombay Presidency Muslim League, Mr M A Jinnah said, 
“It is a scandalous stutement to make that if you are with the 
Mushm League you arc pro-Government and if you are with the 
Congress you are pro-frecdom We also stand for {reedom of 
the country and willing to fight lor freedom It 1s not the 
monopoly of any political body to ftyht for freedom We want 
to gather all Mustims and clarm that Muslims back the Mushim 
League You have heard it said that the Muslims either should 
look to the British Govemment or another organisation that has 
acquired @ ccoruin amount of power IT want Mushms to have self- 
respect and self-confidence and be scH-rehant to build our own 
house ” 


Mr Jinnah continucd, * We ate glad we arc communalists 
Insicad of warung at other's doors if you want to create self-respect 
and self-reliance organise yourselves TH that is communalism, 
fam proud of it’ Phe mecting adoptcd rules and regulations 
for the Presidency Muslim League -~ API 


‘Public address [ribune ° Miy 1937 
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80. Advice to Hindus—No Freedom Without 
Mushm “Friendship’” 


“We are prepared to fight for the country’s {recdom as cquals 
with other partics but never as camp followers nor shall we 
submit to anybody's dictation,” declared Mr MA _ Jinnah, 
addressing @ mammoth Mushm meeting held under the 
auspices ofthe Bombay Presidency Muslim League at Mahomed 
Alt Road, Bombay, on Fiiday night [21 May] The entire 
gathering demonstrated its willingness to fight under the banner 
of the Muslim Leaguc 


Mr Shaukat Ah, referring to the Congiess piogramme for 
Muslim mass contact, said “For God’ssake do not waste your 
moncy and ume bullying the Muslims, the Mushms will 
not be bullicd Try honourable friendship and understanding, 
and the Muslims will be ready to accept the proffered hand ” 


Long belore the arnmval of the leaders, the large enclosures 
behind the Mandvi Post Office was occupicd by more than 
10,000 Muslims Mr Jinnah and Mr Shaukat Al: received an 
enthusiastic Ovation on their arival at the mecting Mr Jinnah, 
who presided, said that thor work had not finished with the 
elections A more important work — that of organising Muslims 
not only in Bombay but all over the Country had now been 
launched by the Muslim League He appealed to every Muslim 
to yorn the League and he assured them that within a short tume 
the League would become astrong piry capabk of fighting any 
other party tn the country 
“Will not be Slaves’’ 

The League’s policy, Mr Jinnahexplained, was thatthey were 
prepared to fight for the trccdom of the country but not to 
become the slaves of others They would fight as equal partners 
with the Hindus but would not follow anybody’s dictation 
Bombay Muslims had been dubbed Mawalis,? but within a very 
short time the League had removed that wrong impression 
They had securcd 20 out of 30 scatsin the’ Provincial 
Assembly —and that was no small matter They had also 
demonstrated that they were not yob-hunters 





*Public aa Times of India 22) May 1937 Quaid 1 Avam Papers, File 
811,p180 Cin & MOLY Gazette and Star of India both dated 23 May 1937 
reported the procecdings of the mecting bichy 

*Plural of the Arabic word Mawala meaning slaves and scrvants In Bombay, 
the word has been uscd in adcrogatory sense to describe the Bombay Muslims 
as jobless people who led a life without purpose and principlic 
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Mr Jinnah observed that from 1916 to 1935 he had been under 
the impression that the Hindus and Muslims would join hands 
and work together In 1935, he spent four or five weeks 
holding conferences with Babu R.iyendru Prasad (then President 
of the Congress) and trying to get the Muslim viewpoint accepted 
at Icast by uric Congress Iecaders if not by the Hindu 
Mahasabha But he did not succeed 


The new Constitution had now been 1n operation for more 
than a month, and conditions were different He wanted to make 
the Findus realise that without the Imendship of the Mushms the 
fight for freedom would be lutte Mr Jinnah said his idea was to 
form a progressive independent nauonalist group to work with 
the Congress for the common good of the Country He had always 
been preparcd foran honourable settheoment, bul finding no way to 
further that objective he had decided to strengthen the Muslim 
League 
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81 Appeals For Funds Muslim Press Needed! 


Bombay, June7 Mr MA Jinnah, President of the All India 
Muslim League, has issucd the following appeal to Mushms 


For the uphft and advancemcnt of Musalmans and working for 
their welfare, much work remains to be done in pohucal cconomic 
and social sphercs of life by establishing different centres in India for 
supplying = up to dulce ltucal and = cconomical information and 
knowledge and cstaublishung relicf centres to aid and assist poor 
Musalmans in different parts of India It is also necessary to have an 
indcpendent Press for giving edvanced pohtical views to Musalmans 
by publishing a weekly or daly paper both in English and Urdu, 
in order to contradict false and mahcious propaganda whichis cared 
on in different placcs by prejudicial and interested parucs in India 


“For this purpose a few promincnt and patmouc Musalmans of the 
UP who at present desire to remain anonymous have placed m 
my handsa large sum of Rs 50 000 for advanccment of the Mushm 
cause and intcrests in general and for protecuonof political mphis of 
Musalmans in particular The object mentioned above and many 
other similar works require very) large amounts, and © sister 
commumiucs in India have collected barge funds amounting to lakhs 
of rupees with an orp inisation extending all over India For the 
protecuon and safeguards of Mushm myghts and interests, it is also 
necessary that a well org amacd body should be formed with large 
funds at ats disposal to look after the interests of the Musalmans of 
India through the press and public prop ig inda and by the establishment 
of different and uscful insutuuons which cm help assist and guide 
them 


‘Many uscful and valuable suggesuons fron. prominent men all 
over India have been received by me from time to ume bul lo carry 
them out large funds are required - thercfore appeal to the 
Musalmans all over India lo give me such support as uicy can to carry 
out the policy and programme which I am poruiny and to scnd me 
direct ther contmbuuons so that accniral fund can be cstublished 
from which all the activiucs for the betterment and uphlt of 
Musalmans in gencral may be stirted, supported and followed with 
success and continuily Any contnbution will be received with thanks 


My address Liule Gibbs Rd Malabar Hill Bombay 


\Press statement, Tribune, 8 Junc 1937 


154 Tit NATION'S VOICE 


82. Condemns Congress Mass Contact — Muslims No 
“Toadies”! 


Bombay Mr Mohammad Ali Jinnah, the President of the All 
India Muslim Leaguc, has issucd the following statement 


My atttenuon has becn drawn to the statement issucd by Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru from Allthabid dated 30th June to the effect that 
T have assucd an appeal addressed to ue voters of the Jhansi Jalaum 
Hanpur Mushm Rural Constutucncy where abye clection 14 taking place 
forthe Provincial Legewlauve Assembly TP have issucd no stalcmcent 
of any kind whitevcer upto the present moment nor have | secon the 
contents of the alleged statement which is attributed to me PF maintain 
what } have often sud that une All India Muslim Le wgue ts a pohucal 
ory imsation and we stind by the policy and programme and the basic 
principles cnunciiled by the All India Muslin Le wue 


*Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru says) thit every person isentitlcd to 

reach and advocate the policy and progr imme ol his party But may 
f sint Out to fim that a barge body of Congress men md ascction 
of the Congress press insic id of placing before the pubhe the policy and 
programme of the Congress and aliaching ind criuiciasing the policy and 
the programme of the Muslin Le tgue sare resoruing to misrepresentation 
and vilific thon of the Mushm Le ruc ind all those who are connccicd 
with it by giving out slog ins and catchwords such is that the Mushm 
League and all those connected with wt stand dor poliucal slavery that 
they arc the allics of the Britush Impcerilste power tha umwy are 
against national frecdom and that they arc all tordics and flunkceys I 
am rsonally attacked in a large secon of the press and it 16 made 
outthat Pamothe prenest cnemy of Indit oa rank commmunalist, that 
I stand unmasked in my truc colours and uUnat Toam making a bid 
for Jcoadership of the Mus ilm ins 


“Is this the way of cexpluning to the people the policy and 
Programme of the Congress? Is this how Congress proposcs to 
establish mass conticts with Muslims? In my opimon uns policy of 
mass contacts with Musalmins by Congress is fraught with very 
Scrious consequences There is plenty of scope for Pandit Jaw abarlal 
Nehru to improve his own peopl the Hindus as dire is a lot of 
undesirable clumenis unongst them Similarly the Mushm League 


should do the same thing as there is plenty of undesirable cluments 
among the Musalmans 


A Disingcnuous Enterview 


Coming back to the question of personal altucks [I shall give an 
instance No less a person than the Sccretary of the Indian National 
Congress gave an intursicw to the press The mtcrvicw as crooked 
See ind totally untrue Mr Krp dani in his statement dated 
May 19 sad Mr Jinnih s fourteen poinkls (one would have thought 
they were cxhaustid) having been granicd by the foragn Government 
and guaraniced by We Congress unlcss Mus umans relinquished them 


‘Press statement Star of India 7 July 1937 
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voluntamly, may we ask what more 1s necded ’ T ask Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru of itas ruc that uhc Congress has guaranteed the fourtecn points 
of the Muslims 


“Mr Kripalan referred to my Bombay specch of May 21 in which 
I sasd that in 1935 I spent four or five wecks holding conferences with 
Babu Rajendra Prasad the then President of the Indian National 
Congress, trying to get the Muslim pomt of view accepted at Icast 
by the Congress Icadcrs if not by Hindu Muthasuabhanes But I did 
not succeed With reference to dus specch [ am accuscd that I 
have a short memory and insupport of ths accusanon thc Congress 
Secretary relicdon apress messige as his authonty Surcly a man 
who has riscn to the position of the Scerctiry of the Indsan Nanonal 
Congress ought lo know better than rely on press reports The 
statement which I madcein my specch is Geeta ly ruc and Irepeat 
il 


At umes itis very difficult to say who arc Congress leaders and 
who are Mahasabha Icadcrs, for the line of demarcation between the 
two with regard to 4a large numbcr of thom as very thin indecd Neither 
Babu R yendra Prasad nor 1 hid any authority to come to a binding 
agreement as the titks were naturally subsect to confirmauon by 
the Congress andthe Muslim Letguc Babu R yeondri Prasad ticd 
to asccertaim the consensus of opiamon ameng Congress and Hindu 
Mahasabha Jeaders my uwding the formul: winch he hinsclf had 
approved but it wis found thal notonty the Hindu Mi diasibha Ic iders 
rejected wt out of hands but csen a certun sccuon of influcntral 
Congress Ic iaders were de idly opposed to the formula which thercfore 
had to be dropped as Ho owas uscless to procecd further — AP 


156 Tut Nation's VoIce 


83. On Congress Demand that Mushms “Unconditionally 
Surrender’” 


Bombay, July 6 Mr MA Jinnah has issucd the following 
statement 


“fam surpriscd to read the stulcment of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
Instead of admutuny that the statement of Acharya Kripalani which 
I guoted from his interview was absolutcly incorrect and 
Faiieading he puts forward an cxplination which 1s not worthy of 
him Pandit Nehru says that when Acharya Kripalani said that the 
Congress had yguiarimtecd the 14 points of r Jinnah he had 
obviously mcant that the Congress had sud that isecks lo change 
the Communal Award in co operiion with and with the goodwill 
of the partics concerncd including Muslims If Pandit) Nehru 
cannot see the difference between the two J feave the pubhc to 
judge To regret that he should yive the cxplaniuen which he has 
given in support of uUic accusauion iit t um suffering from a 
short memory 


“The question is not whether Babu Raycndra Prasad assured me 
of his ability to get the formula approved by Inm accepted and 
passed by the Congress ‘The statement | made was what I was 
unable to get Congress Te aders to accept the Mushm point of view 
and cven in regard to the formula which Babu R yendra Prasad 
approved of an influential secuion of Congress leaders was dcadly 
opposed thereto which stiatcment, Propet is ibsalutcely correct 
and it no use sidctracking ind introducing olhur matlicrs 


Minorities 


Bot whatos the positon today of the Conpress as preached by 
Pandit Nehru? fle considers the qucsuonof the minoriucs and 
safeguarding and protucuon of thar rights and interests as 
nonsensical Pte has repeatedly sand dvat there cin be no pacts and 
no alhances and the Congress after the clecuons declared non 
co operition wath tic Muslim League Party and cvery Musalman 
unless he uncondiGonilly surrendered and pledged himsclf to the 
Congress policy and progrimme That today is ihe posion — 
surmndir submit no yucsuon of any honourible adjusumeni or 
scidement cither with ryud to the minortics question or any 
other quesuon of aa Uo poley and progrinune which 1s pursued 
by the Conpress Wath regurd to his accusation Uhat there are some 
Promancat omembers in’ the Leaue whose record of political 
activity Is reaclioniry surely the Congress isnot pure gold and 


aficr all a party has to be sudged by ats policy programme and 
basic principles 


As to the mst of the statement itis the usual platitude in regard 
to mass contact of which Pandit) Nehru uinks he has dhe sole 
monopoly and he ts the only cxponcat of thar mghts and intercets 
which ned not be discussed any further and Tam = glad to loam 
that there is no such thing as a section of the Congress press and 


the Prosidemt as not responsible fer their vilification and 
misrepresentanon of the Muslim League — AP 


‘Press statumeunt, Crwil & Muluary Gavcite 7 July 1937 
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84. Offers Congress “Hand of Co-operation’” 


Bombay, July 8 Mr Jinnah, intervicwed, sad 


‘lam glad that the Working Comnmunec of the Congress has 
now decided to do wha T have been urging having regard to 
the prevailing condiltons in the country for the last 18 months 
This policy was adoptcd by the All India Mushnr League as fur 
back as April 1936 in its Bombiy session Of course when we 
said uw was the mght policy we were told thal we were wrong, 
reacuonary and unpatniotice But the moment the Congress decides 
and adopts the sume pohcy it becomes right national and 
patriouc 


Thope that Congress wont stand on prestige with regard to 
our own pcoople and will co operate with the Muslim Le iyue Partics 
in the legislatures T have often repe acd unat our own hand of co 
operauon is always there for any progr umme an dhe icgislature or 
outside Which 1s calculated to advance the welfue of the people of 
the Province and the country | oun glad that blind mans bulf and 
Dutch aucvhon hive cnded Indias necd as the creation of 4 united 
ront 


Minterview Tribune 9 July 1937 
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85. Palestine — “Britain Must Honour her Pledges’” 


Bombay, July 1! Mr MA Jinnah, President of the AU India 
Muslim Leaguc, says that the Palestine Report? docs most 
gnevous wrong to the Arabs, and that if the Brush Parliament 
puts its scal upon it the British nauion will be breaking Its pledges 
“Itas wrong”, he says ‘to do a thing which is unjust because 1t 
will minimize trouble or suit some special interest’ Great Bntain 
must honour her pledges fearlessly ” 


The Working Committee of the Bombiy Picsidency Mushm 


League also condemns the Report im a strongly worded 
resolution 


"News report, fAe Jones 12 July 1937 


7The Royal Commission on Palestine was announced on 29 October 1936 by the 
Bnush Government as a Mund itor, Power under the League of Nations to 
investigate the Arab dow suite im Palesune Jt was headed by Lord Peel, 
formerly Sccrtiry of Stace for India 1928 29° The Commission armved iw 
Palestine on 11 November 1936 look cvidence from Gosermnucnt and Jewish 
spokesmen and at ic Dist stipe of the Artbs who had oripinally boycotted 
the Commission Phe Comnusnon romuncd aa Palestine unul Ue third weck 
of January 1937 The Comanission s Report which was published (sce Cmd 
§479) on 7 Julv 1937 recommended the division of Palestine and Tr iuns Jordan 
into three regions — a Jewish sovcreipn stile including all of Palestine north 
of Basan and Ua unure costal reqQion north of a pom halfway between 
Jaffa and Gaza an Arib Stic incerporaung, Prins Jordan and the rest of 


Palestine and a subsention (£2 millions) to Atibs) and un irca under British 
mandate which would include Jerusalim Bethi-him Lydda Ramich and a 
Cormidot ta die sea at Jalla 


Sunultancously “adh the publication of the Report the Bnush Government 
wssucd a Whit Paps announcing the adopuon of tie Commission s 
rmoommendition im ofavour of Partinon These desclopments had their 

, 


; Tepervussions on whe Indium Muslims as ibove Sec Paul Hann: British 
Policy in Pai stv Anwrwan Counul on Pubheo Affars Washington, DC 
IDI? pp 126 31 
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86. Congress Post-Election Strategy to Ignore ML! 


Bombay, July 25 An important stulement on communal 
negolrations, which have been given great mmportance by the 
atutude of the Mushm League members at Lucknow, has been 
issued by Mr MA _ Jinnah, Presidcnt of the League, who says 
that he would welcome an honourable settlement between the 
Hindus and Muslims and that he 1s ready to help in bnnging 
about such a sclilement Mr Jinnah adds that as an camest 
on his part, he sent a message to Mr Gandhi in May last 
appealing to him to take up the Hindu-Musiim quesuon with a 
vicw to finding a soluuuon Referng to the uircatened secession 
of some of the members of the Muslim Leaguc Party in the 
Uniied Provinces legislature, Mr Jinnah states that iff those 
members had a shred of conscience they would resign their seats 
and seck re-clection on the Congress ucket ? 


A “Sporting Offer” 


The President of the Muslim League also refers to the part he 
played in the negotiauions for a settlement of the communal 
guesuon in 1935 when he and Mr Rajendra Prasad, the unen 
Congress President had prolonged discussions He quotes Mr 
Rajendra Prasad as saying, ‘It 1s not correct tO muintain that 
even a certam section of influential Congress leaders were really 
opposed to the formula,’ and poimts out that by now Mr 
Ryayendra Prasad must have been satisficd on this point by the 
Statement of the Bengal Icaders who had declared that this was 
nottruc Mr Jinnah then proceeds 


In what he (Mr Rycndra Prasad} chiractcerizes a5 a sporting 
Offer he makcs anolthcr statement which also 1s) absolutely 
incorrect and without foundation He says [ am muking a 


‘Press statement Statesman 26 July 1937 
7On this The Times, 26 July 1937 reported as follows 


Bombay, July 25. Mr M A Jinnah President of the All India 
Mushm League rceferrmg today to the threat of scccssion to the 
Congress Party of some members of the League in the United 
Provinces said that if uncy had a shred of conscicncee they would 
Tesign thur scats and seck re clection on Congress uckcts 


The Congrcss Party he continued had decided not to co opcrate 
with Mushm League partics in the various Provincisl Legislatures 
Thy were getting suay Muslims here and there to accept a 
Ministership but the wavercrs who had or were about lo betray their 
community for jobs nocd seck no loopholes or cxcusc The All 
India Muslim League was better without such men 
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sporting offer to Mr Jinnah J offer to gut the formula accepted 
by the Congress evcn today if he on his part offers, as he did 


then, to get it signed by all the Mushm kadcrs barring one or 
two whom he has namcd * 


Communal Award 


“This is a conditional offer and is devoid of any sporlung spurt 
In the first place I never offered to got Mr Rajendra Prasad’s 
formula signed by Mushm Icaders He appears to have forgotten the 
genesis SP our conversahon I was requcsicd by him and by other 
Congress leaders to mect him (Mr Raycndra Prasad) and the 
queshion at issuc was how lo put an cnd to ihe bilttr controversy 
which was raging al the ume between Hindus and Muslims ovcr the 
Communal Award The Musiim point of vicw which [ placed before 
them was that the Hindus should provisionally accept the 
Communal Award unul a subsuiute wis agreed upon between the 
two communiucs and that we should ublive the — Provincial 
consutuuon for what it was worth and carry on a unitcd struggle 
until we had securcd a constitution for our country which would 
sauisfy our peopl This was not acceptable to Mr Rajcndra Prasad 
and has fncends I was next asked that af iuhney could propose a 
substitute on the basis of yornt clectorue which might secure for 
Mushm antcrests more than that offered in the Communal Award 
would [ consider die sehen 1 onaturdly said tha af any such 
proposal was put forward which had the universal support of the 
communtiies concemced  nanmcly die Hindus and Sikhs [| would 
place u before the session of the AT! Indii Muslim League without 
dclay, and in my rcply to Mr Rajendra Prasid s Ieticr asking me 
again to mect him 1 wrote on January 27 1935 stating that FP had 
consulted a fuw fnends and that | would be glad to meut himin my 
mdividual capacity for Ure purpose referred to an his Ictter 


Far reaching Question 


[had no authormy from the Lesguc to come to any agreement 
and my position today ts cxactly wie same as before It as 
astonishing Unat Mr Ryendra Prasid should have adopicd the 
method and manner he has) flinging a sporung offer at mem 
rogard to an assuc which involvcs the fate and future ef 80 000 000 
Mushms and the country at large In all seriousness I would ask 
humiif he thinks that dus is the mght way of opening negoliauons 
through the channel of the Press for the scttloment of uns vital 

ar reaching question Elis sporung offer amounts to this that 
To must gct the formula signed by all Muslim leaders throughout 
India except one of two und uicn requesthim to have ut adopted 
by the Congres. Surely if a substitute for the Communal 
Award whi uke Muslims have alrcad accpted is to be 
proposed, i cin come from the Hindu and Sukh leudcrs who are 
opposed to it Mr Rajendra Prasad s sudden change of front. hs 
manner method and une channel that he has adoptid together with 
Hewspaper reports about a fuw Mushms in the United Provinces 
threaicming to Ikave the League if I do not carry out what he has 
enjoined me lead me to suspect that it 1s nol a genuine desire for 
an honourable. sciiument but it is an atiempt to divide the 


Musiims in the Mushm Leaguc and sinke a blow at Mushm 
unity for which [ have been working * 
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Mr. Gandhi’s Message 


Conunuing, Mr Jinnah refers to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru’s 
comment in respect of the nghts and inteiests of the mmontes 
and says 


“The Congrcss, according to dhe latest statements by Panda Nehru 
and the Sccrctary of the Congress 1s out to destroy the Communal 
Award as it hus not been acceptable to them and we have been 
told, that if we want any sclilment, lo apply to the Hindu 
Mahasabha In the meantime Congress pohcy 1 that Muslims must 
om the Congress unconditionally and sign the Congress pledge 

obody would welcome an honourable sculument between the 
Hindus and Muslims more than | and nobody would be more ready 
to help it, and as an cunest onmy ee T sent a message to Mr 
Gandhi when he wos at Tithal {Guyirat Surat} in ay = last 
appealing to him to take over the question of a Hindu Mushm 
setlement Mr Gandhi rephcd Mr Kher his given me your 
message I wish I could do sometiung but foam outerly helpless 
My faith in unity i as bright as ever only IPsecno daylight out of 
the aimpcencirable darkness ind in such distress T cry out to Gad 
for hight) In concluston | want to say t word to the Mushms 
Those few waverers who have beuried us or are about to do so 
for jobs necd not seck any cxcuse or loophole to justify uhear 
threatened secession from dic Muslim Leigue They miy go but of 
Ucy have a shred of conscience Ictt Uny should tender their 
resignations and contest the seats again on the Congress uchet I 
am sure that the Muslim Leiguc would be all the better without 
such mcn 


162 THz Nation's Voice 


87. Rejects Rayendra Prasad Offer Condemns ML 
“Deserters’”! 


Bombay (By Mail) Interesting details arc now available of 
the negoudaions for a communal sctticment between Mr 
Mohammad Ah Jinnah, the President of the All India Mushim 
Leaguc, and Babu Rajendra Prasad In releasing for pubhcauion 
the correspondence which passed between him and the former 
Congress President, Mr Jinnah states why he refused the offer of 
Babu Raycndra Prasad, which he characternses as “condiuonal 
and devoid of any sporting spirit” 

Mr Jinnah also strongly condemns ‘deserters’? from the 
Muslim League “who are ready to betray us for Jobs ” 

In the course of his reply to Bubu Rajcndia Prasad Mr Jinnah 
also reveals that in May last he wrote to Mr Gandhi at Thithal 
appealing to him to bring about a scttiement, to which Mr 
Gandhi repliid =f wish I could do somcthing but I am utterly 
helpless My faith in unity is bright as ever, only TI see no 
dauyhght out of the impcncinible darkness and in such distress 
I cry out to God for help ’ 


Mr Jinnah says 


f have scen the report of the stitcment of Babu R yondra Prasad 
undcor the he ating R yon Babu returns to hechuge Babu Rajendra 
Prasad buyins by saying Phase secon Mr Jinnah s Statement 
regarding the bretkdown of the Dolhi ncgotianons I am afraid 
that there is nothing in my stucment which [ should withdraw 


The statement that f complamid of was made by him in his 
intervicw which wis pubhshed on July 6 1937 an which he stated 
eos nO cormect to say Unit cvena certam section of the influcnual 
Congress leadurs were deadly opposed to the formula I think he 
must be sstisfkad now after the st mement of the Bungal Icaders who 
say that thats not true In whut he chiractonscs us & sporting, offer, 
he mikes another stitument which alo on absoluicly incorrect 
and without foundation He says | am making a sportung offer 
to Mr Jinnah that f offer tw pot the formula acccpicd by the 
Congress cven today uo he offers as he had done then get 


Signatures toot of ul Musitinan Icaders barring one or two whom 
he had named to mc 


Its a condivonal offer 
first place [never offered two 
formula of all Maxaman | 
nated or any 


devon of any sporung spirn In the 
BU sign alures to Babu Rajcodra Prasad s 
cddors buring onc or two whom | had 
fader Babu Rajendra Prasad has forgotten the 


‘Comespondemee Cail & Milaary Garette 28 July 1937 
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enesis of our conversations I was rcqucsicd by Babu Rajendra 

asad and other Congress leaders lo mect him and the qucsuon was, 
how to put an cnd to the bitter controversy that was raging at the 
ume over the Communal Award between the Hindus and the 
Musalmans The Mushm pomt of vicw which | put before them 
was that the Hindus should provisionally accept the Communal 
Award until a substitute was agrecd upon between the communes 
concerned and thal we should utilise the provincia consutuben 
for What it was worth and carry on our unitcd struggle until we 
secure a consutuuion for our country which will sausfy our people 
This was not acceptable to Bubu Rajendra Praustd and his [nends 


“Next it was suggested that if he could propose a subsutute on 
the basis of joint clectorates which would go better and secure more 
in the interests of the Musalmins than the Communal Award had 
given to thm would | then consider at) Eniaturally said if any 
such proposal come with the universal support of the communities 
concemcd mimely tie Hindus and the Sikhs T would plaice it 
before the session of the Alb India Muslim League without delay 
and ino my reply to his letter asking me to meet him 1] wroic as 
follows 


“Improper Channels” 


‘Dear Rycndra Prasad — Think you for your Ictter of the 24th 
instant [ have consultcd a few friends and 1 should be glad to 
meet you in my indivicual ¢ ipacily for Unc purpose referred to in 
your Ieuecr as requcesicd by you Yours sincerely MA Jinnah 


‘Thad no authority from the League to come to any igrecment and 
my position today is cxactly the same as before [tis somewhat 
astomishing that Babu Rayendra Prasad should have adopicd the 
method, the manner and the channel of approach throuyh which he 
has Mung Uns sportung offer wath regard lo in assuc which involves 
the fate and uae future of 80 O00 OOO of Musilmans ind the country 
at Targe In all seriousness | tppeal to him) docs he Uunk that this 
is the mght woy to open negouiinons through the channel of the 
press for asciulumentofthis vital and far reaclung quesuon 


‘His ‘sporting offer amounts to Uns that Tomust geo dhe signaturcs 
of all the Musalman leaders from all over India cxccptone or two, 
and requcst him to get WH passed by Ue Congress 


Surcly if a subsutute for the Communal Award which the 
Musalmans have already accepid is to be proposed it can only 
comc from the Hindu and Sikh leaders who are opposed to it and 
the two commumiies directly concernmcd | can repeat now what 
I said when we commenced our tulks at Deihi in Januiry 1935 
that if Babu Raycndra Prasad 1s so sure of gctung the Congress to 
adopt his formula as a subsuiute for the Communal Award and 
informs me to uUnat clfect wath the authorly and sanction of — the 
Congrcss, I wall place it before the All India Mushm Leugue without 
delay 


Mushm Unity 


‘I donot wish in any way to nike Uic course Of negotiations or 
setdcment difficult but I must say in self defence that this sudden 
change of front and the manner Uic method and the channel, namely, 


164 


THF Narion’s Voice 


the Press, that arc adoptcd and what 1s being reported in 
newspapers about a [Uw Muslims in the United Provinces threatening 
to leave the Mushm Leaguc if | do not carry out what Babu 
Rajendra Prasad has enjyorncd mc to do lead mc to suspect that il 
ws not a genuine desire for an honourable settlement but is an 
attempt to divide Ue Muswlmans — to split tic Mushim League and 
to strike a blow at unity among Musalmans for which } have been 
working 


“For unul yestrduy, mot to go beyond the Pirpur resolution, 
according to the pronouncemcnts of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, 
speaking with the authority of the President of the Congrcss the 
position was that to talk about the mght and interests of the 
minoriucs and thor safeguard was ulttr nonsense The Congress, 
according Ww Pandit Juwuharlul Nehru and the Sccrctary of the 
Congress in ther Jilest statements was out to destroy the 
Communal Award as Mo was not acceptable to uicm and we were 
told that af we wanicd any scttluinicnt we must apply to the 
Hindu Mahsasabha In the meantime the Congress policy was that 


Musalmans should youn the Congress uncondiuionilly and sign 
thar picdge 


‘After the Congress was flush with ils majorly m six provinces, 
the Congress dehberatcly decided to ignore nay decided to non- 
co operate with the Mush League parhcs in the vanous provincial 
legislatures and Urey have ino forming the Mainistnics vindicated the 
usiice and the Carr weaunent to the minomtcs urged and promised 

y Mahaumt: Gindhi very recently by having made a good feast 
of all the loaves and fishes thu are “at present availible for the 
Congress party in the various Icgistutures and yctting a stray 
Musalman iw cxachinge a pledge overnipht to accept Ministry 
the next morning Fo reper thu f should be obliged to point out 


these matters and that IP should hase to resort to t post mortem 
inquisition 


As to Pandu Sawahalil Nohrus statement which apptars 
side by side with that of Babu Rajendra Prasad on July 20) what 
can f say to that busy body Prosidunt? Whit docs he know of what 
to place berwcen me and Babu Rajendra Prasad? He scams to 
carry the responsibility of the whole world en his shoulders and 
must poke his nose in cveryuung cxcept tis own business Again 
he comes back to mother point with regard to the statement which 
was alluged to hive bean issucd by me as an a peal to the voters 
of the uincket Khend Jhansi (clectoratc) Sink T hive already 
repudiated and sud thal no such statement was sssucd by me 


Uoassure the Muswintvins and the pubhe at large thir TP am not 


in the shahtest digree afficid by anything that has heppened in 
the past and nobody will welcome an honour ible sclllument biween 
the Hindus and Musalmans more thin ] and nobody will be more 
ready to help iooand wan cuncst on my part To senta message to 
Mr Gandhi when he was at Thithal onl m the month of May last 
apps aling to ham to tke up the question of Hindu Muslim scttlment 


and concant ate fas great anflucnee and cfforts lo which 1 reccived 
the following reply on Miy 22. £937 
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Mr Gandhi 


Dear Mr Jinnah — Kher has given mc your message 
I wish I could do somcuhing but I am utterly helpkss My 
faith m unity i bright as ever only I sce no dayhght 
out of the impencusble darkness and in such disiress 
I cry out lo God for Light Yours sincerely M K Gandhi 


In conclusion I want to say a word to Musulmans Thosc few 
waverers who are reudy or about to beuruy us for jobs necd not 
seek excuses or loophoks to yusufy ther threatened secession 
from the All India Muslim League They may yo but those 
members of the League if they hive a shred of conscicnce Icft should 
tender their resignations and contest the scals againon the Congress 
neket Tam sure that the All India Mushm League will be all the 
better without such men To those who casily get the cold feet 
and suffer from dcfcalist mentahty T say havc courage and faith 
Deth dur ast’ And I say to all Musalmans of India to organise, 
consolidate and cstablish solid uity and unity Scerice suffering and 
sacmfice are absoluicly cssenttal conditions belore we cin achicve 
anything big and sccurc our nghtful pluce im the neuonil hfe of our 
counuy — AP 
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88. Rajendra ?. isad Formula — “My Offer is Still] Open’” 


Bombay, August 2) “The straightforward, plain course open 
to Babu Rajendra Prasad is, if he thinks that he can get his 
proposal passcd by the Congress, to do so and Lo Communicate 
with me My offer is open, as sl was before, and I will place the 
proposal before the Muslim League without any dclay” says Mr 
Jinnah reply: igto Babu Rajendra Prasad’s latest statement from 
Patna 

Mr Jinnah says that he ts glad that Babu Rajendra Prasad 
has given up discussing further what took place in 1935 But he 
adds the original statement which he (Mr Jinnah) made 1n regard 
to what happened in 1935 has now been established to the hilt 
What he then said was that the Hindu Mahasabha had rejected 
his formulaout of hand, that a body of Sikh leaders was opposed 
to it and that an influcntial section of Congress leaders was 
greatly opposed toil Mr Jinnah reiterates that he never agreed 
to Babu Raycndta Prasad’s formula It cmanated from Babu 
Rajendra Prasad and his friends and this fact was stated by him 
In a statement which he issucd to the press on Apul 24, 1935 
almost immcdiatcly after the conversauons had terminated As 
to his doubting the capacity of Babu Ragendra Prasad to get the 
Congress to pass his proposal Mr Jinnah says, 115 a matter of 
opimon but the question did not amse then at all 

It was Obvious he adds that the proposal was intended to be 
a substitute to replace the Communal Award and when it was 
found that at did not have the backing of Hindus and Sikhs and 
that even the Congress leaders were divided, it was dropped 
Mr Jinnah refers to Babu Rajendra Prasad’s concluding 
sentence and says that he never promised to get the signatures 
of all Muslim leaders in India barring one or two and that he 
did not tell Babu Rajendra Prasad that he could vet the 
singatures Of Mushim leaders barring some whom he had named 

Mr Jinnah asked Did Babu Raycndia Prasad expect me in 
1935 to call a special session of the League to place before it his 
proposal and to til the session that the Flindu Mahasabha would 
not look at it, thitthe Sikhs ina body, were opposed to it and 
that the Congress Icideis were divided because that was the 
POsthon in 1935 and 1 regret to say that 15 the position loday, 
and what docs his Sporting offer amount to — that [ should get 
the signatures of all) Musalman) leaders all over India to an 


"Press statement Carvel £ Vitlttury Guzete 4 August 1937 
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appeal to him so that he may prove his ability to get the 
Congrcssto pass his formula “The straightforward plain course 
for him 1s to get his proposal passed by the Congress, 
communicate with me and my olfer 1s sull open us it was 
before and I will place it before the Muslim League without any 
delay ” 
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89. Indian Commercial Interests at Zansibar> Would 
Oppose Congress Motion? 


Mr 
Press 


MA Jinnah has issued the following statement to the 


“There scems to be widespread confusion and wint of clear 


understanding with regard to the decision of the Independent Party 
on the adourmmment motion concemung fanmbar Hence |T am 
obliged to issue Uns statement The position the Indian community 
has takcn up and the wiy some interested persons are 
encouraging them is not in thar interest The Government of India 
ave not commiticd themselves ourrevocibly but they have 
endcavourcd to pct a working agreement the terms of which are 
such that if carmed oul pore they are not hkely to scriously 
Proyuchee the imtcrests of the Indiin community 


“The Clove Growers Associiuen is) not a body working for 
rofic Tt as anilogous to the Muarkcung Board scl up by the 
rovernment = of J aaaat and will be composed of two 
tepresentinves of the Indian communny iwo of Arabs and Africans 
and two officials Tf the Association docs get my benefit or profit 
in the working of the turmis of the agreement and the scheme which 
the Government of Indit hase sceurcd oat will be utilised for the 
rehefof growers and culuy ttors Thereas no British interest directly 
or mdircetly involved nor ais there any possibility of any interest 


exploiuny Indian irnide as hus been wrongly given out m= ccrtain 
quarters 


Exploitation 


Ik seems to me that the Congress Party ind 2 sccuon of the 
Press is unconsciously being exploited by Indian commercial 
mteresty and are bung omustd Fo will sppeal to the Indian 
community an / anvabar to adjust itself reasonably to the economic 
condiuions and requirements drat) fice them: there and not to 
Mamtain an unpossible posiuoen that thar vested interests should 
continue to be kept intact The qucsuon is not a question between 


the British and the Indian community but is purely an cconomic 


geacstion in which uw bulk of die 
Musalmans Phe 


Arabs are 33000 and 


money fenders and 
cullivators 


‘Press statemount Civil ( Militury Gazette 2S 
deband in the Indian Loyishante Assembly 


mouon 


Wahad Ahmad (: 
pp 234 40 


peopl. concemcd are 
Indian community in Zansibar is 15,000 while 

Afmeans 187000 Indians are mostly 
traders wluic Arabs and Alrians growers and 


fee 1937 The qucsuon was 

inntah spoke on S Satyamurts 

Ob adjoumment on 2? August 1937) Sec 2rxecdings and speech 
3 Quad : Azwe Moharunad Au Jinnah Speeches op cit 
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I would hke the public and those imtcrested in this qucsuien to 
read the terms of the agrecmcnt which were published on July 23 
and I request the Indian community in /Zanmbu not io be nusled 
If we find im the working of uhe agreement and scheme that the 
posinon of Indian community is in any way scriously Preiiaeeds 
wowill bUthen open to us to reconsider the whole question ause 
neither the Indian legislature nor the Govermmint of India are 
urevocably commuiucd tom In these circumstances the Independent 
Party could not support the mouon of adjournment wluch meant 
definite censure of the Govemmmint of India, and had to oppose 
the motion moved by the Congress Party when ue same was 
pressed to a division — AP 
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90. Gaya Muslims Join ML and Boycott Congress' 


Gaya (By Maii)> A mammoth pubhe meeting of the Mushms 
of Gaya distnct consisung of over SOOO Muslims was held on 31 
August at 7-30 pm in Anjum Rice Mill compound 

There has never been such a huge gathenng of the Mushms of 

this district for the last 20 years It was atiendcd by Muslims of 
all sects and opimons and almost by all the respectable and 
noteworthy Muslims The President of the Gaya distnct Muslim 
Tcaguc, Mr Mohammad Ashique, presided As the mectng 
commenced, he read Out a message from Mr MA) Jinnah 
‘Wish your conference every success Organisauon and Unity 
should be watchwords of Bihar Musalmans” The meetng 
adopicd a suggestion to join the Muslim League The entire 
gathering decided to boycott the Congress and join the Mushm 
League 


"Massage Star of Madi ¢ Scptumlkr 1937 
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91 Demand for Constituent Assembly: Wants Congress 
Resolution Amended?! 


Simla, September 13, Mr MA _ Jinnah has given notice of 
an amendment to the Congress resoluuon on a Constituent 
Assembly urging that the words “a Constituent Assembly elected 
on a basis of adult franchise’, be subsututed by the following, 
“a convenuon or aconfserence elected on the basis of clectoratcs 
as. provided inthe Communal Award in the absence of any 
agreement to the contrary and further that the nmphts and 
interests. Of Miusalmans and = other minontics should be 
effecuvely safeguarded, only with the mutual consent of the 
communities concemed *”? 


'News report, Civil & Military Gazette 14 September 1937 


?The rescluuien was moved in the Indian Legislanve Assembly by S Satyamur 
on 17 September 1937 so also was Jinnah s amendment, proceedings being bref 
For Satyamurtis and Jinnahs remarks dunng the proceedings see Wahecd 
oar (ed) Quaid : Azam Mohammad Ah Jinnah Speeches, opci pp 321 
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92. Unqualified Majority Rule Unacceptable’ 


Simla, September 20 “There 15 no difference between the 
ideal of the Muslim League and that of the Congress or any other 
recognised political organisation in the country, the 1dcal being 
complete freedom for India There cannot be any self-respecung 
Indian who favours foreign domination or docs not desire 
complete freedom and sclf-govemment for his country”, said 
Mr MA _ Jinnah in replying to an address prescnied to him at 
a largely attended reception held in his honour on Saturday 
aftemoon (18 September] 


The quesuonto consider, said Mr J:mnuh, was how to achieve 
this ideal “E honestly tcll you”, he added, “that no one dishkes 
the present Conditions more than mysclf, but at the same time 
T hold that the realities must be taced There can be no solution 
if people continue to bu lieve in the principle of ‘acquisition first 
and distin buuion afterwards’ or in the latest dictum, ‘possession 
first and pariuon afterwards’ What 1s required is to evolve a 


mentality by which our pcople can think only in terms of 
cilivenship 


Imay add that our country ws not Hone in this problem Other 
countnics hid to face similar problems England had its Roman 
Cathohes and Protustiunts and Canidae its British and French But 
they ullumately solsed thar problums and I make bold to say thal 
we cin also solve dus problem | thercfore appeal to every 
Palmotie Indian thet omsteid of fighting for a distant idcal to 
mould the whole of Indit into mere ciuvens when the Hindus wall 
ceise to be Hindus and Musilmans Musilmins pobucally let us 
first: solve this problum of the muinoriucs 


Why the L cague? 


Pohiwe repeatedly been asked why there should be a Mushm 
League My answerts that those who question the cxistcnce of the 
eye should road ws constituhen and ideal They will honcstly 
find that there ts no difference between the idcalof the League and 
that of the Congress or any other polincal organisahbon The 
election mimifesto specches of promincmt Muslim Loaguc members 
would Wst the tsumony that we wantcd to send in the Tepistature 
men who word patnoGe nationalists and independent 


Teowill bo conceded that there as an undcusarable elument in the 
Mush community just as there as an undcusirabiv ci-mcnl in any 
edicr community in India Our mam and purpose has been lo weed 
out dus undusirabh chiment from the public life of the county 
and only have a body of moun who wall be independent, scifless 
and Uunk and act in torms ofnitionalism With this vicw I also 
hold that Hindu loaders and Muslim leaders can exercise greatcr 


"Publ. address Cid & Miliary Gazette 21 September 1937 
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influence over members of their community and this 1s possible 
under the present conditions by means of separate organisations 


“This to my mind 1s the best and quickest road to advance and 
the realisauon of our goal Because when we have hammered 
out the best minds of the Hindus and the Musalmans ut will and 
must lead more quickly towards unity and a umiicd front which 
1s esscnuial for our struggle This 1s reality and the shortest road, 
while the other 1s ruin and will lcad us to the longest road It 1s 
no cnme if |wish to make my community strong as long as my 
acuvilicS arc nol anu-nauonal, are not obstacles m the wayof the 
frecdom of the couniry and not against any communny If J make 
my community strong independent and patnote durmg my hfe 
ume Twill fecl that the p se Of life has been achicved and I 
have not hved in vain and if Mr Bhulabhar Desai can achieve the 
same for his community he would have donc his part 


The Main Work 


Separate clectoraics or no scparat electorates we then both 
will first work for the freedom of our country But the freedom 
of our country docs not mean frecdom for the majyornty and the rule 
of the majority I may assert that even the ordinary mayorty can 
be exucmely oppressive and tyrannical J, therefore stands lo 
reason that the m yorty wath a fundamentally different culture 
tradiuons soul hfe and outlook always tncs to force its idcals 
on the muinoritics 


Histoncal instances come from Crechoslovakia That country 
Is governed by a soveruign majority while weare all slives and 
yet two milion Germans out of 14 milhon Crcechs and Slavs had 
apprchcnsions and fears of the myorty Aftctr a long and strenuous 
suuggle and no doubt under pe from the Leaguc of Nations, 
which 1s responsible for the protccuon of the minontucs =m 
sovercign Statcs and with backing from the German nabon, Uns 
smal} German = munormy compellen the sovereign mayjonty to 
uaranice to scecunty of ats culture and language Is this rehgious? 
s this communalism’? Germans Cvscechs and Slavs are all 
Chnstuans They are more homogcencous than any community in 
India They dress alike cat alike live alike and intcrmarry and 
yet thew icar and apprehcnsions of the dcesuucuonof they culiure 
and language had to be removed In the same way the Musalmans 
want that their religious culture language and political existence 
in navonal life should be adcquatcly and effecuvely safeguarded 
There 1s no communalism or religion involved in tus demand 


“Tt was pure and sunpic 2 question of the minoritics which had to 
be faced by stutesmcn in othcr countncs and was lo be solved In 
conclusion I may state that none desire a setiiement with majority 
community more than mysclf Twant unity f want a united front 
So docs the other community and party but our definition of what 
is faur and just has come to bear a different meaning inicrpretauon 
and standard If India 1s to have freedom — and there 1s no self 
respecung man who does not desire the freedom of his motherland 
— then the problem of the mmoritics must be solved bravely and 
jusdy and must be solved atonce In any honest attempt towards 
the soluuon of this problem other communities and partics will 
not find the Musalmans or mysclf lagging behind’ 


17° 


174 Tie Nation's Voice 


The address which was presenicd to Mr Jinnah on behalf 
of the Muslim community of Simla expressed the complctest 
confidence in his Icadership and urged upon him to further 
elucidate the idcals of the Muslim League which would be 
acceptable to all political partics in India, stressing the need 
of making complcte independence as the political ideal of the 
Leaguc Among those who attended the recepuon were Sir 
NN. Strcar, Sir Sultan Ahmed, Sir Jagdish Parshad, Sir 
Sikander Hyat Khan, Mr Desai, Mr Ancy, Mr Chapman 
Mortrer, Mr Satyamurti, Mr B Das, Sardar Jogendra Singh, 
Sir Cowasy) Ichangir, Sir Abdul Halim Ghasnavi, Sir Mchar 
Shah, Sir Sher Muhammad Khan, Maulana Shaukat Ah, Sir 
Abdoola Haroon Mr Ghias-ud-Din and many other members 
of the Central Legislature — AP 
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93 Unite Under ML Flag — Advice to Students? 


‘The crying necd for the Musalmans is to organise themscives 
and stand on one platform and undcr onc flug of the only organisation 
of the Muslims namely the All India Mushm League Our hope 
hes m our young min who will soon have to bear the burden and 
responsibilty of the ummedine future | feel that in the present 
conditions and the way m which things arc moving, if the Mushms 
are not organiscd and solidarity and unity 1s not established, diy 
are likely to be crushed nay even wiped out of thar proper place 
in the natonal affairs of the couniry and of the Governmcnt that 
1s sct up and may be sect up hereafter 1 therefore appeal to you 
young men not to be ied awiy by visionary idcas but act as 
pracuical men in the bght of realitucs which face us | wish you all 
success * 


Message on the occasion of the cstablishment of Punjab Mushm Students 
Federanon, Tribune 1 October 1937 cited in Sarfraz Hussain Mirza, The Puryab 
Muslim Students Federation An Annotated Documentary Survey, 1937-47 
Research Socicty of Pakistan Lahore 1978 p 233 
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94. Lucknow ML Session “Musalmans Cannot Expect 
Justice or Fair Play”? from Congress’ 


‘Ladies & Gentlemen! This Session of the All India Muslim 
League 1s one of the most cniical that has ever taken place durmg 
is existence forthe last more than thirty years 


“The Policy and the Programme that you are called upon to 
formulate and lay down involves the fate andthe future of the 
Musalmans of India and the country at large On the 12th Apnl, 
1936 the Muslim League at its Sessions the first ume in its 
hist ory, undertook the policy and programme of mass contact 
The (Coasue conaiiered she prevailing conditions and surveyed 
the situation that we had to face the forthcoming clucuons on the 
eve of the inauguration of the ncw provincial Constitulion embodicd 
wm the Government of India Act 1935, and had no alternative but 
to cntcr the ficld and contest the cheuons to the Provincial 
Leyisiatures Ttwas also fclt that thre was no aliurnative but to 
uulise the provincial consutuuon for whit it was worth although 
iooWwas ar from being  sausfactory [To may here reproduce the 
resolution that wis passed onthe 12th April 1936 


Whereas the Parliamentary system of Government 
which ois being anuroduccd in) this Counury wath the 
mauyurahon oof the new consttuhon presupposes uae 
formation of pares with a wall defined poly and 
Programme which Ficiltaiw the education of the electorate 
and co opertuon between groups with approaimale aims 
and idcals and cnsurcs the working of the constilubon to 
the best adv antic und whereas ain order to suirengthen 
the solidarty of the Mushio community and to sccurc for 
the Moustms thar proper and effecuve share in the 
Provincial Governments ait as essential that the Muslums 
should orjanize  themsclyes as one partly with an 
advanced and progressive programm mos) hereby 
Tosolvcab Unat the AW India Muslim Le ajue do take steps 
to contest the approaching provinwial cheuons and tar 
this purpose appoint Mr Jinntih to) form 4a Central 
Election Boird under bis prosidentship consisting of not 
less thin) 35 members wath powers to constitule and 
aliihate Provincial Elechons Bourds inv arious Provinces 
having reg urd to the condition of cach province and devise 
ways and means tor carrvimg, out the aforesaid objects 


In pursuince of that decision the Muslim League Cental 
Parliunentary Board was osttbhshed in June 1936 and also in 
vanious Provinces provincial Boards wore established to give effect 
fo the resolution and the instrachiens of the Leapuc It was not 
without ahficuly and at was no small tisk to be performed in 
the absonee of any previous prepariuvons or any Casung sufficient 
Org wuvebon and miuchincry It was 4a stupendous undertaking to 
contest clhechons ino all the provinces specially when Musalmans 
all over Indagare numene ally an a manority iw ak uduc adionally 


'MA Jinnith AM India Mfusl . 
Pre sete riticad dure aes tu ustim Lect ue 


dcliwerad the 
October 


Lucknow. Session October 1937 
Saxon Pross 43 Fort succt, Fort Bombry nd Jinnah 


t speech on US Oxtober 1937) Sce also Star of India, 16 and 17 
1937 for dutuls of the sessions proceedings 
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backward and cconomically nowhere Therc never had pecn made 
any systemauc effort for their social and cconomuc uplift’ whereas 
our sister communitics have gone far ahcad with thur orpanianons 
and the systtmalic programnic supporicdby a large bulk of people, 
especially the Hindus who are not only in a majority but beuer 
tained, more disciplined and far beuttcrequipped cducauonally, 
economically and financially 


“But here I may mention that withm a short ume of about six 
months’ work bofere the chctions wereover the resulis were voury 
hopeful and there is no necd for us to despair In cach and every 
Province where League Parliumcntary Bourd was established and the 
Leapue partis were consulutcd we camicd away about 60 and 70 
per cent of the sculs that were contested by the Ceapue candidates 
and since the clhoctions were over I find that hundreds of Districts 
Leagues have been cstablishkd in almost cvery province from 
the farthest comir of Madras to the North WostPronher Province 
Since April last the Musilmiuns of India havc rathed round the 
League more and morc md | feel confident that once they 
understand andreilive the policy ud proyrunme of the Muslim 
Le tguc, the colire Musilmuin populiton of India wall cally round 
us platform and under its Nay The Muslim Leayuc stands for 
full nauonal democriuce self goverment for Indit A prea deal of 
capital as made as to phrases more for the consumphon of the 
ieNorant and illiterate masses Vanous phrases are uscd such as 

urna Swaurays self goverment, complete tnde pendence, 
responsible goverrunent substance of independence and dominion 
status There are some wha wik of comphkt independence 
Butatas nousehiving comple independenee on your fips and 
di Govenuncnt of India Act 1935 im your hinds Those who 
ilk of complete independence the most mean the dost what at 
means Was the Gandhi Irwin pact min consonance with complete 
independence’? Were the assurances Uiat were required before the 
offices would be accepled and the provinenil consutuuons could 
be worked were consistent with Purnad Swaray and was Une 
resoluuon alter the sessurinces were refused accepling offices and 
working Uw provincial constutuuon coxted by Ue British 
Parhament and forecd upon the people of Indiaby the mipernalstie 
power in keeping with ude policy ind programine and the 
declarations of the Congress party? Docs wrecking mean working? 
These paper declarations slog ins and shibboleths ure not going wo 
camry us anywherw What Endia requires ts a complete umitcd front 
and honcsty of purpose and Uien by whutcver name you may 
call your govemment 18 4a matter of no consequcnace so Jong as 
wos apovermmint of the people by the people for the prople 


‘The present Icadcurship of the Congress especially during the 
last ten yeurs has been responsible for alicnaunyg the Musalmans 
of Indta more and more by pursuing 4 policy which is cxclusivcly 
Hindu and since Uny have forme the Govcemmients in 51% 
Provinces where urcy are im a mayomty they have by thar words, 
decds and programme shown more and morc that the Musalmans 
cannot expect any justiccor fuirplay at their hands Wherever they 
are m a majonty and wherever mt suikd them they refused to 
co operate with the Mushm League ATLCS and demanded 
uncondinonal surrendcr and signing of chur pledges 


‘The demand was insistent, abjurc pon party and forcswcar your 
policy and programme and Iquidate ushm aguc but where 
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they found thatthcy had not 4 majority like the North West Frontier 
Province, uUnuirr sacred principle of collective responsibility 
disappearcd and prompily the Congress party was allowed in 
that province to « oalescc With any othcrgroup That any individual 
Musalman me oer who was willing to unconditionally surrender 
and sip: thar pledge was offered a nae as a mimuisicr and was passed 
off @ «a Mu aman mimstcr although he did not command the 
conf om or the respect of an overwhciming majormty of the 
M ouman represematvesin the iegsslavures These men are 
1 wed tomove about and pass off as Muslim munister for the 
fayal services they have rendercd tw ithe Congress by surrendering 
ind signing the pledge bpbecaabiestratae & and the degree of their 
ward is the cxtent of thar perfidy Hinds is to be the national 
Junguigeof all India and that Bande Mataram 1s to be the national 
song and as to be forced upon all The Congress flag ts to be obcyed 
and revercd by all and sundry Ondie very threshold of what hule 
power andresponsbihty 1s piven the majorly Community have 
clearly shown thair hand that Hindustan as for the Hindus, only the 
Congress masqucrades under the name of nitonalism whereas the 
Hindu Mahasebhi docs not mince words The result of the present 
Congress party policy will be To venture to say class bitterness 
communal war and sucngthening of the ampcerialistic hold as a 
consequence | dare sty that the British Government will give the 
Congress a free handin dus direction and at matters very dude 
wo them nay on the contrary at is all to the good so long as their 
MLerEsts ampenal or otherwise are not vouched nd the defence 
remains intact but] fecl that a fearful reaction will sect in when 
the Congress has created more and more divisions wuongst Indians 
themselves and made the umted front impossible 


Here ut will not be oul of plaice to state that the responsibshty 
of the Bntsh Governmicnt is no iess in the disastrous conscquences 
which may cnsuc It has boon Clearly demonstrited thal the 
Governor and the Governor Goncral who have becn given the 
powers and special responsibility to safeguard and protect the 
minorucs under the constilulion which was made so much of by 
Lord Zetland the Sceretury of State for India during the 
controversy of ube wsurances demanded by the Congress party 
have faked to use them and hive thercby been a party to the 
flagrant broach of the spirnt of the constitution and the mstrument 
of instrucuions in the matter of the appointment of Mushm 
numsters On the conruy tncy have ken a party to passing 
off men as Muslim mimsters by appointing them as such alihough 
they know full weolluhat they do not commind the confidence of 
the Mushm represcentitves or the public outside If in a matter Ike 
Uus the Govemors huve shown Unir ultcr hcetplessness and 
disregard for thar sacred obhy aeons which werc assumed by the 
Bntush Government for the protecuon of minorntcs could they or 
would they be able to afferd prowcuion in hundred and one other 
matlurs which may not come up to the surface or known in the 
day to day working of the Legistature and the admuinistranve 
machinery These are very scrious and notcworthy signs of the 
ume The one whaleseme lessen that DPask Ux Musalmans to Icam 
before itis) too late as that the pith tyfore the Musalmans is 
thercfore plain They must realise that the time has come when 
Ucy should concentrak und devote their cnerpics to sclf 
Organizauion ind full dusclopmuat of thar powcr to the exclusion 
of every other considcranon TF have pointed out before that a 
secon of Musalmans a divided that there 1s 4 group that stunds 
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with face tumed towards the Brush af they have not amt by 
now of the bitter consequences thry will never Icarm God on) 
helps those who ixlp themsclycs here is anouhcr group whic 
turns towards the Congress and thry do so because they have 
lost faith in themsclyves T want the Muselmans to Pcheve m 
themselvcs and take thew destiny in their own hands We want 
men of faith and rsoluuon who have the courage and 
determinaion and whoa would fight singlchanded for their 
convicuons although at the moment the whole world may be 
against them We must devclop powcr and strength ull the 

usalmans arc fully organised and have acquired that power and 
strength which must come from the solidinty and the unity of 
people without which nothing cin be achseved 


No settlement with the myonty 15 possible as no Hindu Icader 
speaking with any authority hows any concum or genuine desire 
for it Honourable sctthment can only be achieved between equals 
and unless the two purtics Jeumn to respect andfear cach other 
there is no solid ground for any scilenimnt Offers of peace by 
the weakcr purty always mean confession of weakness and an 
nVilalion to aggression Appeals to palmiousm justice and fur play 
and for the goodwill fall Mat Wt docs not require politic 1) wisdom 
to realize that all safeguards and sculemments would be a scrap 
of paper unless they are backed up by power Pohtes means 
power and not rclying only on crics of jusuce or fair plry or 
goodwill Look at the nations of uae world and look at) whut is 
happening csenday Sco what his hippencd to Abyssinia look 
what ois happenmg to China and Spain ind not to say of the 
trapcdy of Parccine to which T shall refer Tater 


The Congress High Command speaks in different voices One 
Opinion is thit there is no such thing as Hindu Muslint quesuan 
and there 1 no such thing as Minoritics question in the couniry 
The other high opimen is dat i a few crumbs are thrown to the 
Musaimins in thew present disor, inived and hetpless stac you 
can minige them They arc sadly nmiustskenif Urey Unk that 
the Musalimans can be amposcd upon Fhe All India Muslim epee 
has now come to hye and phsy ws just part in the world of Indian 
politics and sooncr at as reahved and reckoned with the better it 
will be for all interests concormed The third opimonis that there 
wono hpht tobe seen through the ampenctrable darkness but as the 
Conegriss gous on acquiring sirenuith and power so ne past 
promiscs of the blank cheques romun unfilled and unsigned 


1 want the Musilmans to ponder over the situation and decide 
thar own faite by having onc single definite umiferm policy which 
should be loyally tollowcd throughout India The Congressite 
Musalmans arc muking a grout mistike when thy reach 
unconditional surrender [tas the heyht of defeustist mentality to 
throw ourselves on the murny and goodwill of others and the 
highest act of perfidy to the Musilman community and if that 
pohcy is adopicd let me kl you, We commumity will scal its 
doom and will ccase to play ms rightful part in the national hfe 
of the country and the Government Only on thmy can save the 
Musalmans and encrgise then: to regain ther lost ground They 
must first recapture thar own souls and stind by their lofty 
posiuon and principles which form the basis of their great unity 
and which bind them in onc body politics Do not be disturbed 
by the slogans and the luunt such) as are used against the 
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Musalmans (€ vrununalists, toadies and reactionaries The worst 
toady on carth the most wicked communalist lWoday amongst 
Muslims whcon he surrenders unconditionally to the Congress and 
abuses his own communuy becomes the nauonalist of nationalists 
tomorrow These tenms and words and abuses are intended lo create 
inferiority complex amongst the Musalmans and demorahsc them, 
and are intndcd lo sow discord in thar midst and give us a bad 
name in the world abroad Thus is the standard of propaganda which 
canonly be uweated with contempt 


‘The All India Mushm League ccrtuinly and definitely stands to 
safeguard the rights and imicrests of the Musatmans and other 
minonucs effectively That is ous basic and cardinal principle 
That i the Causus bel That is why the Mushm League and 
those who stand by it have incurred the dispicasure of the Congress 
for what else are we doing which the Congress obycct to Congress 
1s doing cxaclly what we decided two yeirs ago The League is 
not going to allow the Musalmins to be caploincd cilicr by the 
British Govermment or any other purty or group inside the 
Iogislature or outside The Congress with all its boasts haus done 
nothing mn une pist for the Musiimiuws It has failed to inspire 
confidence and to cre ite 2 sense of security amongst the Mus imuans 
and other minomucs The Congress tlempt under the guise of 
estabhshing miss contict with the Musalmiains as ciuculated to 
divide and weaken and break the Musalimuis and as an cffort to 
detach them from their acercditd leaders Mois adangcrous move 
and it cannot: mislead any onc All such moinocuvres will not 
succeed notwithstanding Unc vanious blindishments catchwords and 
slogans The only honest and suuphtforw ard course 1s to give the 
muinonucs a fair deal All the talk of hunger and povcrty is 
intended to Iead the people towards sociilistic and communisic 
ideas for which Indias far fram prepared The Mustim Le igue in 
the present conditions considers the poly of dircet achon as 
suicidal and fuule Two such attempts have hitherto failed and 
have cntailed untold muscry and kullcria to the people = and i 
hid to be wound up aficr two decades of persistent cfforts in 
Uhat direction with the result that a more reiehoniry consuluuon 
ws forced upon the people and the Congress is working if now 


To ask by a resolution the Gosemor Gencral toconvey to the 
Sccretary of Stake for India to call teonstitucnat assembly on 
the basis of adult franchiseis the hapht of all ignorance It shows 
lack of ae sense of properton A consttucnt assembly can 
only be callkd by sovereign authonty and from une scat of power 
— aspeciil body of men chascen as the representauscs with the 
authority of the sovereign prople to frame such consutuuon of 
the government of the country as they may think preper and their 
function ccases and the constitution so framed by them would 
automatically take the place ind function as the constitution of the 
Governmaunt of the counuy Whorto constuute the ckhetorales on 
the basis of adults franchise and how many representatives wall 
be chosen by these clectorates consututed on the bess of adult 
franchise and what wall happn to the muinomacs an such 
constitucnens ind wha will the clector ites understind and how 
will they mike Unir choiccof this special body of min with final 
authority and powcrto frame the consutuuon of wus great 
continemt? Who wall direct the machinery to choose the spectral 
body oof omen with roprescmtative aulhorty lo frame such 
constitution as they may dunk proper? Who will scl aim motion the 
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machinery And above al] what will happen to the nunores 
in such a body? Is the Congress really scrous that the Sccretary 
of State 1s going to carry out all Uncse requiremcenis? When only 
a few days ago the twpresentanye of the Brinish Government 
speaking with the highest authority, His Exccllency the Viccroy, 
said that he was full of hope that they might succecd in sccuring 
the federation of India in the new fulurc, that when he came out 
to India he had cxpressed the hope that the scheme of federation 
was on the whole one caleulated to sccure federation wnhm a 
reasonable ume after the mauzguration of previncial autonomy and 
that his experncnce Of the fast 18 months had confinncd him 
in that vicw reyirding the csteblishment of federanon within a 
reasonable tume 


Taking the country as a whole the Congress 1 sult far from 
occupying unc scat of authority and at as 4 travesty of rcahues 
to think of Brnttsh Goxscermment calling a consutucnt assembly and 
for the ability of the Congress todo so 1s a pure moonshine Let 
the Congress first bring all principal commumitics in the countr 
and all principal classes of interest under its leadership To ak 
a Forcign Government who is theruling and soverciyn authority 
in dus country lo convene such a body before even the communal 
problem has been solved and wfore all importint communnics 
in Incdha have accepted the leadership of the Congress is. like 

utting the cart before the horse ind not to forget that 1/3 of 
dian India stands on t very special fooung corsututing the 
Indian States and Ruling Princes 


Instcad of ploughing the sinds let the Congress at Icast 
conccntrate and sce Uiit the All India Fede ravion scheme embodied 
m the Govemment of India Act 1935) which is more reactionary 
than even the present central consutuboen is not brought into bung 
as NOW 11.15 SO Umphatically and confidently issernicad by those 
who speak with authornty on behilf of the Brush Govcommaent 
that ib rs) soon going to) be anaugurated What is the Congress 
going to do? Do they think Uthalthey can single hunded as a 
Party prevent wm’? Or will some other formula be cvolved and 
Congress quictly accept was a fuul accomple as it tis donc the 
provincial constitution ain spite of all the ranungs of some of 
the foremost leaders of the Congress against it 


May I now tum and refer to the question of Paksune It 
has moved the Musalmans all over India most deeply ‘The whole 
policy of the Bnush Government has been a betrayal of the Arabs 
rom ib very inccpuon Fullest advantage has been tukcn of their 
trusi'ng nature Grcal Britain his dishonourcd her prow}imauon Ww 
the Arabs which had guaranteed to them comple independence 
of the Arab homelands and tie formation of an Arab 
Confederahion under the stressof the great war Aficr havin 
ubliscd them by) giving them false promises they  installe 
themselves as the mandatory powcr wath that infamous Balfour 
declaration which was obviously umconclable and incapeble of 
simultuncous ¢excculon and having pursucd UK policy to find 
a national home for the Jews Groat Britumn now praposcs Lo 
Paruuon Palestine and the Royal Commission = rccommendauon 
completes uc tragedy and aif given cffect to must necessanmly iead 
to Uric complete rumation and destruction of cyery Icgitimate 
aspyrauon of the Arabs in uUicir homeland and now we arc asked 
to look at the rcalitics But whocrettcd dhs situation? It has been 
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the handiwork and brought about scdulously by the Brush 
statesmen The Lcaguc of Nations has a sccoms and Ict us hope 
not approved of the Royal Commissions schume and a_ fresh 
examinabon may tike place But awita real cffort intended to 
give the Arabs their duc? May FT point out to Great Britain that 
this question of Palestine if not fairly and squarcly mct, boldly 
and couraycously duided wu 1 going to be the turmng peme 
in the history of the Bnush Empire am surc I «em = spcakin 
notenly of the Musalmans of India but of the world and a 
sccuions of thinking and fair minded people will agree when J 
say that Great Britain will be digging is grave if she fails to 
honour her omginal proclamation promises and intentions — 
pro war and cvcn post war — which were so uncquivocally 
expressed to the Arabs and the world at large IT find thu a very 
tense fecling of cxcitement has been created and the Brush 
Government out of sheer desperauon arc resorting Lo repressive 
measures and ruthtessly dealing whh ux pubhe opmon of the 
Arabs in Palestine The Mishms of India will stand solid) ind will 
hulp the Aribs in every way Uny cin in their brisc and just 
suupgle that hey ire carrying on iguinst all odds May IT send 
amessage on behalf of ure ALL India Mushm League of cheer 
courage and dcterminitien in thar just cause ind struggle and 
1 am sure they will win through 


‘To the Mus dimans of India in cvery province in cvcry district 
m ocevery tchsil ain every town, [ say your foremost duty 18 lo 
formulate 2a constructive and umchoraiyve progrunme of work for 
the prople s welfare ind to devise ways ind means of socal 
coononuc and pohteal uphit) of the Musilmans We shill not 
hesitate to co operaile wilh iny purty or group in any pr icucal 
and constructive programme for the welt ure ind advance of the 
provinces or the country To cntroat and implore that every man 
woman und child should rily reund one common plitiorm and 
flag of the AMD India Mushim te souc Pnilist yourself by hundreds 
and thousands as quickly as you can ss members of the AH Indta 
Muslim Le que Provincid) Le yjucs and District Le qjwucs Org anise 
yoursul€ ostiblish your sohdunty and complete unit quip 
yoursalf as tramcd and discaptined soldiers Create the feching of 
expr’ de cerps  andet comradeship unongst yourselyses Work 
foy iy honesth and for the cause of yvour people ind your 
county No imbviduail orpeople cin achieve anything, without 
industry suffering and strife There are forces which may 
bully a lyrinmisc over you ind intumidiate you and you may 
even have to sulfur But iatoas by pong, Wirblagh this crucible of 
fire of persccubon which may be levelicd ag unst you tyranny Uhat 
may be exeroised the Gireats ind intumidauens may unnerye you 
but thas by resisting by oscrcomung by facing these dis dy intipes 
hudstips and suffering and moamtiuning your ruc convicuon and 
loyalty chat): nanon will emerge worthy of ats past glory and 
history and wall hive to make the future history gre atcur and’ more 
alonous not only of India but im the annals of the world Eighty 
milhons of Musilmans in India have nothing, to four They have 
Who dest in thar hands and as a wall knit solid orp, imsed, 
umkd fore cin bie uw danger and withstand any opposition 
to as united front and: washes There as the migic power im your 
ewnhands Tike your vital decisions —they may be prave and 
momentous and far reaching, ut thew cansequcnecs) Think hundred 
umes Delon yvau take any decision but once a decision as taken 


Stand by ato asonme mim Re wuc and loyal and I feel confident 
that success is with you 
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95. Mushms “A Third Party” — “Charkha Won't Win 
Independence’ 


Lucknow, October 210 ‘Charhfiu will not win independence 
for India, Hindu-Mushm unity will, but the Congress 15 
indifferent to Hindu-Muslim unity,’ declared Mr M A Jinnah, 
President of the All India Muslim League, addressing in Urdu a 
public mecting held under the presidentship of Maulana 
Shaukat Ali, says a Biynor message 

Contunuing, Mr Jinnah satd that * Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
thought that there were only two partics — Britishers and the 
Congress in the counuy There was a third party, namely eight 
crore Musalmans whose existence the Congress refused to 
admit The Muslim League would prove that there was a third 
party whom nobody could ignote The Muslims from every 
nook and corer of the country gathered under the flug of [slam 
at the Lucknow session The need at this monic was to close 
up the Muslim ranks and work for the economic and poliucal 
Programme of the League * — API 


'Pubhe speech Iribune 23 Ociober 1937 
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96 Congress \lnistries “Wounded Muslim Feelings’! 


Patna, October 25° A warm reception was accorded to Mr 
Mohammad Ali Jinnah, President, All India Muslim League, 
today by the Muslims of Patna Gates decorated with green 
leaves were ciccted in several places with slogans Itke ‘Jinnah 
Zindabad’ ‘Muslim Leaguc Zindabad’ im golden Ictters on red 
and green picces of cloths flying in the air On both sides of the 
streets leading from the Station to the Anjuman Islamia Hall, 
poles were fixed with coloured Mags and festoons adding charm 
to them 

With the dawn of the day Muslims in batches carrying green 
Nags in their hands and shouung ‘Muslim League Zindabad’ and 
‘Jinnah Zindabad’ pgathercd at the stauon Mr Jinnah arrived at 
the station at six in the moming As the time given for the 
procession to be taken Oul was eight sohe had to wait in his 
compuanment while the crowds were surging Outside and 
becoming rmpaticnt to have look of him By that ume thousands 
of Mushms had thronged on the station and the platform On 
the plulform the volunicers whowoie green budges were formed 
tnto two lincs Outside the platform a huge gathering waiting 
anxiously for the saviour of Muslims Mr Jinnah, formed 
themsclves into a qucuce with arches formed of flags 

Mr Jannah, when he alighted from the compartment, was 
profusely gail inded Mr Jinnah’s neck was bending down under 
the pressure of patlunds Alrghuing from the compartment he was 
taken into the cordon of volumtecrs amidst shouts of *‘Allah-o- 
Abba’ and ‘Jinnah Zindabad’ Passing through the passage 
formed by volunteers there he was tuken out in procession He 
was hidin the centre of the crowds with flags roofed over him 
under the canopy of arches made by flags When the procession 
Was passing the streets a scaof heads looked flowing there 


Presentation of Sword 


On his way to the Anjumin Islam‘a near Bakergany, the 
Procession was stopped before passing through the gate and the 
tinam of the Juma Mayid Bankipotc presented a sward to Mr 
Jinnah addressing him thus Mofub-i-Millat, Fakir-i-Qaum and 
Mohibaa Watan Mr Mohammid Al Jinnih on behalf of the 
Mushms of Bikergany who hive the proud privilege of being 
the giuckcepers of this ancicnt ciuly welcome you today and 
declan you inunequivocable terms to be the Loader of Mushm 


™ 

ee specch omdwekome a Patni: Star of India 28 October 1937 Tt will be 
vbserved that tte Linguige af mows reports mothe Stur of India is on 
omcasions faully Phas news ium is an cx ample 
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India in token of which we surrender our sword to you 
Henceforth we shall be the faithful soldicrs to the cause of the 
freedom of Islam and our country We pray Alluh may give us 
strength enough to conqucr our cause Amen' Mr Jinnah 
touched and kissed the sword 

After this the procession headed onward to the Anjuman-i- 
Islamia Hall Crowds had alicady gathered there On shops and 
roofs, men and children had taken thar scals to have a view 
of the great leader who was gracing Patha by lus visit The 
procession reached in about two hours to the Anjuman-i-Islamia 
Hall where Muslims cagcr to see and hear Mr Jinnah had 
gathered from befoice The small passage leading to the Half was 
very tastefully decorated and the fall had assumed the 
appearance of a bride owing to the heavy tasteful and brilliant 
decorations here Those who study things comparatively say that 
taking into considerations the percentage of the population of 
Mushms in Patna and also their economic condition the 
recepuon accorded to him cacclicd the reception given to Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru when he came to Patna last time to support the 
cause of the Congress candidates in the elections 

When Mr Jinnah arrived at the Anjuman-i-ISlantia Hall there 
was an onrush of people because the big Elull could not 
accommodate all of them The big Hall was packed to 
overflowing [sic] and thousands remained standing on the doors 
and outside the Halk Al the teading Mushms of Patna 
including Mr SA Aviv, Khan Bahadur SM_= Ismail, Hon bie 
Mr Hossain Imam, Mcembcr Council of State, Mr SA Mangar, 
Mr Jafar Imam, Khan Bahadur Ibrahim Hussain, Mr Badruddin 
Ahmed and Mr Zamiuruddin Ahmcd were present there 

Khan Bahadur Ibrahim Hussain presented the address on 
behalf of the Mushm ciuvens of Patna Mr MA Warts read out 
the address on behalf of Mushm Students’ Federation of Bihar 
Bengal Ministry 

“Bengal i being attacked by the Congress press and 
platform but tf any ministry has done anything to ameliorate the 
conditions of the poor 101s the Bengal Ministry,” said Mr MA 
Jinnah replying to the address prescnicd to him by the Muslim 
ciuizens of Patna ino the Anjuman-i-[slamia Hall today Mr 
Jinnah procecding said “Swe ycarm for independence more than 
Hindus but we want to keep the nghts of nine crores of Muslims 
alive Islam undoubicdly teaches to be frecdom-loving and so we 
want freedom but we want a freedom in which we should not 
be sluves of Hindus ” 

Continuing he said, that the ume had changed Under the new 
Constitution any Icgislation can be passed by the majonty m the 
legislaure Fic pointcd out that he tried to make clions for 
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compromise but his efforts failed and the Communal Award was 
given to them and Muslim accepicd it for what 1 was worth 
He said that though here was nothing of much good for 
Muslims in the Awaid sul ine Mahasabha and the Congress were 
trying to crush it down He further said that there was always 
appeal for trusting the majority for the nghis of Mushms 
Muslim who were in minority were naturally afraid of the 
majonty Muslims did not want simply to put their trust in the 
majonty but they should be given the same mghts as minoriues 
in Canada and Egypt Simply assurances by Htndu Icaders were 
not enough The assurances must be given practical shape and 
no practical shape would be given to them unless Muslims 
established their own sohdanty and organised themselves It 
Was exactly this) all-India) Musi:im solidanty and 
organization for which the Muslim League stands 

In seven provinces, he stuicd, the Congicss had assumed 
power and the result was that they wounded Muslim feclings 
and scnuments by singing Bande Mataram as national anthem 
and forcing Efind: on Muslims as national language 


Four Parties 


Replying to the address presenicd to him by the students Mr 
Jinnah said, “Lam atthe moment a servant of the Muslim League 
The difference between the Mushim League and the Congress is 
that Pmecan whut bsay while the Congress docs not mean what tt 
says The Congress has supreme confidence in its followers We, 
Muslims, however, are fallen bickward We may have always 
honesty of purpose We are on the Chessboard of pohucs and our 
dreams cannot be roultsed by mere wish Hl requircs gical patience, 
diplomacy and struggle to come out successfully Fic welcomed 
Students taking pracuical vicw ol things although youths would 
not be youths unfess they dicammt dreams Concluding he said 
that the Congicss would always getangry when told that there 
was more than one putty bul as amattcr of fact there were four 
Parcs — the Mushms the Hindus, the Native Stares and the 
Brush A realistic polities of India must be built on the full 
recogniuion of these four basic political factors 

The qiuvens of Patni picsentid an addicss of welcome to Mr 
MA Jinnah today in the Anjuman Islamer Hall They further 
acknowledged in the addicss that ib was a personal tnumph of 
Mr Jimnah that the thuty-one you old Muslim League which 
hid beoome dissipated for somcutime has again come back to full 
vigour and ic and was assuming blooming colour The address 
Stated that now Mustins tid come io realise that the Muslim 
League was the only pohucil mstitution which) stood for 
Salcpuarding the nehts of Muslims Phe citizens expressed their 
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grautude and pleasure at the opportumity afiorded to them of 
meeting him 


The Address 


The following address was presented to Mr MA Jinnah, by 
the Bihar Muslim Students Federation on October 26, at the 
Anyuman-i-Islamia Fall, Patna 


“We, themembcers of the Bihar Muslim Students Federation, fecl 
the greatest pleasure today tha providence has fayourcd us with the 
opportunity of weolkommg «a teoider of your capability and 
expencnce Islam his cnjgoincd upon us the necessity of working 
under the guidance of ac ipable and farsighted leader eas the heaght 
of our fortune that your person is the cmbodiment of the finest 
quahties Of head and hoirt Your miungninimity and firmness of 
dcuision your sincere conviction ind spint of sacnfice your love 
and affection for your flowmen vour high ideals your poliucal 
sagacily and your constiuuonal acumen have combined, m 
making you a great popultr leader in follawing whont les the path 
of national prospenty and gencril well beng 


We arc proud of hivaing our own tssociituon in this province 
which looks alter our affarrs and protects our interests In our cfiort 
lo comserve ds mlenrmy and presuge we shill now fill back | 
assurc you Sir thit we are cxcr ready to co opcerite with you and 
shall deem toa pleasurable duty to action your advice ike the 
studuents of the other nations of the world who hiase prosed their 
worth by taking acuse part for the Drones of thar own = land 
we are roidy to tthe part in the struggle of frecdom for our own 
community and country We arc detemiincd to koasec am indcehble 
impression for the commege generation by working shoulder to 
shoulder with our ciders for the uplift ind betterment of the 
nation We are confident Sir that we possess ino the fullest 
measure the enthusiasm  oardour and ambition which = are 
necessary for an active body ind we declare at with a sincere heart 
that we are ready lo mike sacrifices however great im the interest 
of our community ind country We firmly believe in the maxim 
“What Muslim students think today Muslun India will) think 
lomorrow 


Faith in Discipline 


Our ideal Sir 1s to serve humanity at large We assure you 
therefore that besides serving our own community we ficl at our 
bounden duty to sympilhise with and extend a InIping hind to any 
other nation or community im distress We arc proud to affirm our 
faith in perfect discipline which we consider as necessary steps for 
national reconstrucuon and therclore it 1s our duty to maintain it 
with all us highest adiuions Though our brethren have overstepped 
the limnuitof discipline m ther nauonal sed we assure you we shall 
never deviate from its straight path 


Our estcemcd leader we do not find adcqu ite words to convcy 
our sincerest fechings of gratitude though we use no high flown 
words in expressing our confidence in you We assure Sir in a 

Tain language that we are cver ready to serve the causcof a free 
Fslam within a@ free India under your able leadership 
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97. Hindu Aim to “Swamp” Punjab and Bengal — “I Can 
Only Reason’ 


“When the Hindus blime us, do you know what thcy mean? 
They want you to be reduced to a minorty in the Punjab, 
Bengal, Sind and NWEP They have myority in seven 
provinces where Providence has given them overwhelming 
muyonty They know that in the Punjab and Bengal they can 
swanip the Mushm majonty under the device of joint clectorate 
Here isthe proof When we get separate clectorate, whal 1s the 
policy of the Leaguc? Tt ask my Handu fiends to read the League 
rosoluuions over and over again They will then find that the 
policy of the Muslim League is) one of — full blooded 
Nauonalism Why can't they yet co-operate with us and imsist 
onjointclectorate’? declared Mr M A Sinnah, President of the 
All India Musiim f caguc, in the course of his speech at Rizwan, 
the house of the late Svcd Phusin Imam, Patna, on October 27 
Mr Jinnah was lusuly checicd when he rose to speak Thanking 
the cituvzens of Patna for according him a magnificent 
recepuon” on his arrival he said 


T know that that reception was nol given lo me PF know the 
sipnificance and the amigr mommy of that reeeption It 1s not 
because Foam Mr Jinnth but because of the policy and the 
programme of the Muslim Let,ue You have demonstratcd your 
approval ain the fullest degree tas morning Tas one more sipnal of 
CNCOUTARLINENE too me te work wath all Um mor cnergy for the 
policy and pragrintue bE stunt for be scomas Una the assues— uae 
vital assucs, Une paramount isues  — assucs which are matters of 
Ife and death to the Mfustans — [Pscnturc to sas notenly to the 
Muslins but to tho country that we dive in —- Uicse assucs Pf am 
now beginning tosce aire boing charthed: Theor they are clamficd 
the casier oct wall be for the Communities to find 2 solution of them 


Tam nota pout TP oumonotoun oruoer Fcin only reson One 
pendlcatin bere hes chartered me as the Mastifak& unal Pasha of 
ndaa To owish To owere Miustita Komal In that case F could casily 
solve the probluin of Indi Bat lo am not FP have not the army 
behind me Phurchores To have pot to reason My stronpest and 
longest gun ois Uo reponing Lwant you therclore to realise that 
with our shorkkomings With our we tkhnesses we are gust on the 
fringes of organising our community Thos a stupendous task But 
with your assistince ime suppart bo shall be ible to accomplish at 


The Real Issue 


What isatwooure fighting lor? What os dhe real issue bc fore us? 
Toohave hye al my hfe — at cannot be sud that T hive ever 
Sore tit otherwise than to fight and af necessary to dic for the 
freedom of my counuy Two year apo [ wis the same Mr Jinnah 
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as T am today Two ycurs ago I was also president of the Mushm 
League Since 1913 | have always stood for what is the creed of 
the Mushm Leaguc, namcly that the rmhts and intercsts of — the 
Mushms and other minoritus must be safeguarded I have not 
changed Yet two yous apol was the hero of nauonahsm If you 
look up the papers —~ the sime papers which are now abusing me 
and wilifymg me — you will sce that they were all holding me up 
as the hero of herocs of the nation 


“What have FT donc since? Dunng the list two yous one 
important event has hippencd Anew constitunon has been framed 
and introduced an India Under unit consultation my community 
was hopelessly pliced Numoerneally in a minonty cducatonally 
backward cconomic ally nowhere and financially timest b inkrupt 
we had to run the clectian under the new constitution on thie basis 
of separate Clectorate 


You arc told div in amd diay out hit Sup arate clector ate 48 
vicious in prmneiple thit ato as holding up natgional progress and 
naviona advance Let me tell you and you tike at trom: me that I 
am not in the hiba of making wrong stwements far less untrue 
Statements Let me tl you that vou will find itoan dhe report of the 
Round Table Conferences that] and the Muslim delegates stood for 
joint Clectorates over and over agin but that at was rejected Let 
me tcl) you that we are not so much under the obsession of sep irate 
electorate But we do not woantto be decaecd by th. slogans and 
catchwords of | Nivonilism We do net want to be tbsolutcly 
Swampcd uw iy 


When the Hindus blame us do you know what they mein? They 
want you (Miusliuns) to be reduced to a munordiy an ti Punjab 
Bengal Sand ind the NW Proniacr Province They have im yomty mn 
seven provinces Where providence his given them overahclming 
myorty They Know Uiat an the Punjib und Bengal they can 
swamp the Mushm myornty under the device of jor clectorite 
Here is the proof When get separate cloctonate whatas the policy 
of the Letnguc’? To oausk my Hindu friends to read the be tue 
rosolutions over and above agpun They wath taen tind) that) thie 
Roe of the Muslin League as one of full blooded nitionalisia 

hy cant they yet co operate with us ind amsiston jor clectorate ? 


Anyw iy we put up our cindidites who were pled,ed to that 
pohcy and programme of the Muslim Leoipue 7 should have 
thought that the Congress should hase reyurded th is a very greut 
advance andecd Instead of Uiit whit did they do? For a short ume 
they did not quite sec Uae things Alter a short ume Uncy thought 
Una this means org unising the Muslims And then thcy tried to put 
up some candidittts These candidates in most here WLI 
defeated After we scoured a Lurly substantial success the Congress 
leaders came forward and became very solicilous and anxious lo 
establish mass comiact with the Muslims 


Toask did dic Congress tike any inicrest an the Muslims 
Before? Towk ue Congress loulership will they point out to 
me what have they done to promote the mitcrests of the Muslims 
during the last 20 years? Mass contict they say! The Muslims in 
the past have boon in the no mans lund Husing no or; misahon no 
sysitem thar leaders were cxplosicd cither by the Brush Government 
or by the Congress to the fullest cxtent It was only wath the 
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coming of the League that tic Muslim camcto lis own He came 
to fecl IF am the owner — xt is my land and Iwill not allow 
anyone lo wespass on 1 But what do we gut from the Congress? 
The Congress says Ob' the League as the orpamsation of the 
upper middie closes who do not represent the Mushm_ masses 
they are only reactionaries toadics and NMunkeys The Congress 
says that Mr Jinnihis going to be swatlowcd up by these loadies 
and flunkcys But I wil them that) Mr Jinnih is not going to be 
swallowed up by toidics and flunkeys There are toidics and 
flunkeys among both Hindus and Muslims ind we shall put them 
ain thar preper places 


“See the Vonstiosity”” 


“But we hewof mass contict For wha? To get hold of men 
who wilh be chur creatures who wall sign dior pledge take up 
thar programme and sing Barue Mfuturam Just sec the monstrosity 
of tas The majority of the Muslims hive ne confidence in those 
Mushms who are willing to sign the pledpe to work oul the policy 
of the Congress Yet these are just the persons who art accepted 
as Ministers — Mushm Ministers at uit Pins ais adding insult to 
the injury Ttis following the policy of the osuich They think thai 
we are all fools They say here is a Mush Minister That man 
stmuts about an the prowmnee wa Muslin) Minisicr He m aniges 
somchow or outlier He betrays the party whose pledge he signed 
He says he his chinged hus views he says he does not agree with 
the party any more not bee ase we hive done anything wrong 
for we have not done anything at dl Yet such a mun as made to 
pass 48 a Muslin Minister! 


This PE say is adding mesultto injury The Congress is following 
this sortof palicy They Know full well diit these are notreal coms 
these are counterfut coms spurious coins They donot command the 
confidence of the Mushim public — them yoriuy of Mustimns have no 
confidence an then: Yet they are passed is representatives of 
Mushms and the world souyht to be convanced that the Conzress 
Teprescnts not only Hindus but also Musiims! 


Congress Creatures Game 


"This is one attitude We are a disorginiscd community We are 
weosk And of course there is Lemptivion of posiion posts and pay 
‘These auract some people The Congress therclore says Icr us sce 
how many ynore creatures of this kind we cm sceure lo our side so 
as to show that we represent not only Himdus but also the Mushm 
conimunmity This as the game which is now bung played at Byynor 


ftas the biggest folly that they are doing To um confident that 
they cant possibly suceced mio amposing themsclecs on Muslims 
hhke that Nor can those who take our vats at the ume of clecuon 
by Signing, our pledge. and then on another party with ube policy 
° 


which we do not agree How long Task can these tactics these 
manocuyres succeed ” 


These aro howescr small matters Whitos the biggest assue — 
most vatalissuc? Thatoas the question of the safeguarding of ithe 
hyhts and anterosis of the Muslims and other minormhes Tide of 
you who have any Knowledye of the history of the world will know 
that Indie rs not the only country where we are telking about the 
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protecuon of the minoriics Why here do we talk about uw? For this 
is reason we have got 4a democratic form of government and as time 
passes we will get more and more of msponsible government That 
system of government howcscr 1s workud by mayonty voics It 
is the majority votcs that will decide In that systum of gowemment 
the question 1s rising — not ome or lwice bul several umes in 
every country in cscry part of the world The same question 1s 
msing in India [1 is no use shirking that niain qucsuon | know 
what some people on the Congress side say They say well why 
not do what happened in Polind Cvechoslovakid and such other 
counties for the soluvon of minontcs probluom But I must remind 
them of what Lord Morley once said una the fur coat of Canada 
cannot be wom in India with a temperature of 1O8 degrees India 
i to solve its minority question having regard io the peculrar 
conditions and carcunsstances m this country Phere arm not two 
counuics who have solved the minomty qucsuon caactly on tic 
same lines Canidi Epype Crcechostovakii— ll hive different 
soluuiens We will have our own solunon too This) minonty 
qucstion his got to be seltlhd according, lo the condivien according 
to ine genius of the peophke — awkcording Jo the circumstinces that 
are lo be found here 


We usd our bust to And a solution of Uns problem mn Lond 
on at the ume of the Round Table Conference by agreement We 
failed PE do not want to say wha as to blime for the falure but the 
factas we fuled Therefore the British Goverment have given the 
Communal Awd 1 should have thought that conmoion sense 
and ordinary sntelhpence Would make anv maim here say Well 
never mind who is to blame aller wall we could not come to an 
agreement here ws the Communal Award ahhough | do not decm 
wea worthy yift— I] do deny however that at is dutmmnantal to the 
real interests of the Hisndus of this country — well - should) have 
thought chat a great nund will say God willing we wall come to 
our own settlement an the meantunae let us acecept it for what 
was worth and im ihe meantime let us hase no rest until we have 
gota better substitute - in igreed substitute 


Nehru's bssays On ‘Aw ard 


But no Instead of tha we havc ot riging and tearing 
propiganda on behal of the Hindu Mialisibha against the 
Communud Awad Someones wos difficult to find out who iw a 
Hindu Miahisibhate and whe is 4a Congress min The gr atest 
lcuder who is regarded as next to Gundhy: —- this great leader of 
the Congress when the Communal ward ois to be foughy 
buomcs a Hindu Mahasibhane He takes the loid to destroy the 
Award Whit forces are Tet loose iguimst mn? in the buck vanpuard 
of the Hindu Miouhisabha after a great deal of consideration and 
cogtanon 4 wonderful formula as produccd that) since the 
Congress climms to represent the whole of Indit it shall not 
express any opmuon rmyanding the Award — that a merther 
acccpls nor reyecls if 


‘Then ther was a row an the Conpress circles You know that 
at the clecuon ume Pandit Jaw dharlal Netru hid to write three 
essays to formulate od define the altitude of the Congress 
towards the Communal Award The Congress his now declared 
Urat itis equally apainst the Communil Award Well have you 
any proposal to make as a substitute? What arc we told? Oht You 
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are talking nonsense you arc introducing religion in politics, there 
1s no such thing as munorily gucsuon alall the issuc before the 
covery is hunger and poverty of the masses 15 only an CConome 
issue T ask you is this reilly an honest answer? Voices — No no 


“The gucstion thercfore for the Muslims and ouher munoritics 1s 
of life and death Why do TF say this”? It 1st historical fact that 
even an ordimary majorly — an overwhelming majority — 18 
likely tw be oppressive and tyrinmical How much more 1s the 
danger when the muyyority consisis of those whose religion whose 
culture whose philosophy whose linguage whose ordinary life, 
whose cullook — daily outlook — as fundimentilly different 
from those of the Mushinis? What will be the positionof the Muslims 
if that majyomly 38 going to decide everything for us? Are we 
wrong are we unressonsble when we say Ural we are not prepated 
t» trust this majorly > goodwill und that we want our mphts and 
antcrests to be incorporated in the Constitubon atsclf That is really 
the point in general uhatoas rouly the fight uhat as really the issue 


‘Wo you want instinces of the oppression of the mnanoniucs by a 
myorty Loan give uny number of thent Pake the case of America. 
Amenca won her independence by a revolubon  Thit country 1s 
now a4 free country There a grou leader Abrihim Lincoln 
declared oat) the ume of the resolution that) America wanted 
govermmicnt of the people by the peoph ind for the people On that 
decliration independence was won But did the minorities there pet 
freedom? Amerie i snot mnhibicd by white men done There arc 
millons of Negrocs living mm America Hive they pot freedom? 
Whose freedom ios that Amcurnca tis won? boas the freedom of the 
whitt min not af the blick mun Similarly a india too it may be 
the freedom of the Hindus done ind not of the Muslims 


‘Take another anstiunee South Africa his compkht — sclf 
government Do you know thit our nittonils i South Africa cain 
be numbered ou dakhs? That country as dree that country 1s 
mdcupendent Do you Know how Endsans ore tre ved in that tree and 
made pendent counts? Elise tidings there got treedom?  Ffave 
they got any polucal franchise? Tam giving you these imstinces 
to show how malltons can be reduced lo the posiuan of slivery 
and polite) serfdom in the country in wiach they bee These 
things hive been done and imay be done aynn im India 


Tthe our own country My heart bouts as strongly for the 
Depressed Clisses as dor the Mushims The Depressed (hisses in this 
county Jive im shameful serfdom Sixty milons of them hid no 
wht dW Franchise Of munrmipal franchise Can they live within’ the 
ymats Of a village? Can they draw water from the same well? They 
are looked upon as Paurnihs Such a staeof affairs cxists today in 
this counury “Therctore remamber this If you are not strong af 
you aro notoumted af you do not build up your org imisilion by 
svstem and mothod you will be submerged by the Hindus in this 
county and reduced to a chiss of Shudras and Purihs of the future 


Paannot bolicee was possible dhat the Congress tuadership docs 
not umlcrsiand this issue But I do mot want to altributc motuves 
Pigke however that Gwy do not understind PE take a charitable 
view of hom and accept that they are foolish So et us m ike these 
foohsh people understand thar thc only way Lo wet nalional freedom 
m to come to a sculkkiment with Maishms* Voices hear hear 
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Stronger Will Be \lushims 


Proceeding Mr Jinnah said The Conzress has to lLam a great 
deal It 1s following the poly of 4 crude beginner The Congress 
thinks that Polne will do Tt tunks that inunudauon threats and 
a corlain amount of tyranny well do make Muslims hesitate and fall 
back These are the methods which have been ined by the Briush 
Government also But I say from this plitform [ am convinced 
that the more you bully the more you inumidale Ue more you 
tyranmise, the stronger will be the Musluns We want w kecp our 
postuon as a class We refus. to submit to any party) or 
community We are ready as a class to collibor utc for joint acuon 
but we refuse to follow the comminds of Wirdha or cven of 
Mahatma Gandhi Voices hear hear 


Concluding Mr Jinnth said “The Mushm heart is throbbing for 
a fight for the frecdom of the country IF you want thar cooper ition 
then change your pohcy No anogance no bullying from above 
Come down to carth and tike your proper plice And then we will 
march with you in the baltle lor independence (Prolonged cheere ) 


In the course of his concluding observations Mr Jinnah said 
that there was no such thing as goodwill, fur play and justice 
im politics He was not preparmd to be saushied with any 
assurance Hic wanted the rights and interests of the Muslims 
boing incorporited in the constitution itself Prominent among 
those present were 

Lady Imam, Khan Bahadur SM Ismul MLC, Mr SA 
Aviv, Bar-at-Law, Babu Knshnivallabh Sahay, MLA, Khan 
Bahadur Ibrahim Hussain, Mr Miuik Mahmood, Bar-at-Law, 
Hat Shanfuddin Hasan, MLA, Sycd Muhammad, Barnster, 
the Hon Mr Hossun Imam Mcmbcr, Council of State, Mr Alt 
Hassan Barrister Mr SM Numatullih Barrister, Mr Raza 
Imam, Barnster, Maulvi Mobuek Ali MLC, Babu Nawal 
Kishore Prasad No II, Advocate. Mr Ali Manvar, Barrister, Mr 
Haider Imam, Muulvi Hasan Jan, Advocate, Khan Saheb 
MavherImam of Khussupur, Mr Sycd Alt, M Rashid Ahmad, 
Maulvt Ahmad Ait Khan, Dr Ghafoor Muaulvi Ivuddin of 
Phulwart Shanf, M Shah Muhammad Haroon of Phulwan 
Shanf, Syed Mahmud Shere, Syed Zamiruddin Mr Ali Hasan 
Khan, Buarristcr-at-Law, Mr Sultan) Ahmad, Editor of the 
ftrehad 

CiD Reports [Reporters] in Meeting 

Other important and sizmfic int personalities present were 
CID Reporters who were occupying the privileged seats of 
Press Reponers The Congress Ministry's declarcd policy 15 that 
Police and C1 D has nothing to do with political mectings and 
in fact there are no Police and CED in Congress mectings in 
Patna Butthere 1s quite a different) rule for Mushms of non- 
Congress mecungs Is it myht and justi’? This 1s the question 
before the Patna public 
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98. “Rally Round” ML and Enrol “in Lakhs’ 


Patna (By Mail) Patna City worea gala appcurance to 
accord a great and magnificent recepuionto Mr MA Jinnah 
last evening The long stretth of land running’ from 
Bankipore to Patna City was tnckly and heavily decoratcd with 
red and grecn Mags and festoons, gates were crected at very 
small distances Multu-coloured picces of clothes with 
embroidery on them and golden laces fixed on them grected 
the eyes of visitors Coloured ciccince bulbs, Chinese lamps and 
gashghts were bnghtily and luminously shining on the road Mcn 
and women had gathered on roois of houses and tricd to sec 
Mr Jinnah Never before in the living memory of the city it 
had put on such bridal dresses anddccorations Bands, bagpipes 
and other musical instruments were being played at places The 
city had a picturesque appearance Traffic was closed on that 
road for about four hours 

Mr Jinnah was taken out ma procession from a place in 
Patna City to the terminating place The crowd was the brygeecst 
one that was ever witnessed On the tront line in the procession 
were horses and cleuphants, beauufully adomed Voluntecrs 
weaning green badges and holding gicen flags were singing 
pocms culogising Mr Jinnah 

The fragile and old body of Mr Jinnah was covercd under 
garlands and flowers showered on him and he was bathed in 
rose water and perfume sprinkled on him There was constant 
thundering shouts of ‘Allah o-Akbar’ and ‘Jinnah Zindabad ’ The 
procession reached Muadrasah Masjid, a distance of about 112 
miles where he addressed a meciing for about two hours More 
than 15,000 pcople had gathered uiere to hear him The meeung 
was held at Moidrasah Masjid, Patna City beticr known as‘ Kaila 
hi Masyd” which is gust on the conflucnce of the Ganges and 
aonver from Tinhut and comminds most beautiful and m yesuc 
scene 

Raising amidst thundenng shouts of ‘Allah o-Akbar ‘Mr 
Jinnah Zindabad’ ‘Muslim League Zindabad’ Mr Jinnah said 
‘Brothers oan faith, | belong to Bombay and so 1 beg to be 
excused for placing my thoughts before you in broken Urdu 
The enthusiashic reception piven to me by the Mushms of Patna 
and other places moans that they are willing to work on the 
League platform: and undir ats banner’ 


"Publ speech Star of India 3 Novcmber 1937 
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Proceeding, he said that the League formerly uscd to pass 
resoluuions relating to Muslim nghts and demands and urging 
the Government to grant them AL that time ibe Leaguc had not 
launched any muss contact campaign The Muslim community, 
he opined, was disunited and disorganised They were lacking in 
educauion and cmpplied in finance Therefore when the new 
Consutution was inaugurated, finding that under it things wall be 
decided by the majority of votes, the League set up an eclecuon 
bourd of its own to organise and fight the clecuions Bul that 
idca was not relished by the Congress The Congress did not 
like to see Muslims unitcd and strengthened The Congress 
Stanied creating disruptions and dissensions among Musi:ms 
The Congress did not like that Muslims should become one 
resistuble force and voice In fact, the Congress had not 
rcognised that there wis anything as minornty questuon He 
remarked that so long as Muslims were not umted, organised 
and strengthened, so long as they did not sink their differences 
and come into one fold, there was no hope for them Unity 1s 
strength and with sirengih the objective can be acheved 

Proceeding, he referred to the Communi Award’ and the 
Congiess altitude towards no and said that Muslims were askcd 
lojoin the Congress uncondinonally Continuing, he appealed to 
the Muslims to organise themsclycs and open branches of the 
Muslim Leaguc throughout the province cnrolling members in 
lakhs He said thataf they would be organised they would have 
nothing to fear 


Khan Bahadur Ismail 


Khan Bahadur S M_ Ismail thanked Mr Jinnah on behalf of the 
citizens of Patna for taking ihe trouble of coming down to Patna 
for advising Muslims to organise He referred to the part played 
by the Mushm League in the history of Mushm poliucs He 
regretted that the Hindu brethren) promised to wreck the 
constitution but had agreed to work it and, of all is provisions, 
were against only Scction 308 of the Government of India Act 
Refermng to the Congress attitude towards Mushms he said that 
a great personality had gone on fast for half an hour for securing 
Mushm nghts Speaking about the amendment of the resoluuon 
on Constitucnt Assembly acceptcd by the Prime Minister in the 
Bihar Assembly he said that the acceptance was nothing but a 
fraud and deception because the specches made by the Pnme 
Minister six hours before and six hours after were before the 
public to yudge their real atutude He declared that the United Party 
had merged in the League but it was not because it was tired of 11s 
existence as the /ndtian Nation had put it but because 1 
approved of the policy and programme of the Lcague 
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Mr MA _ Jinnah thanking the orphans of the City Muslim 
Orphanage who presented him a cap in momento of his visit 
to the city said that he wished them to be in future soldiers and 
the National Guards of the League 

Concluding, he satd “I appeal to you 1n all camesiness to 
unite and organise The situation 15 ,xcrious and the 1ssucs are 
vital If you neglect them now you will be lost for ever And 
so rally round the Muslim Leaguc ” 


Message to Students 


A deputation consisting of Mr MA Munim, Mr M Sami 
Ahmed Warsi, Mr ACR Rahman and Mr MA _ Nasar on 
behalfof the Provincial Muslim Students Federation waited on 
Mr MA Jinnah on October 28 and discussed with him problems 
conceming Muslims in) pgencral and Muslim students in 
particular Mr MA Jinnah gave the following message — IT wish 
the Mushm Students Federation of Bihar all success F expect 
every Muslim to rally round the Ail india Muslim League 


fag Organisation, solidarty and unity of the Musiims should be 
yours’ 
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99 Congress Resolution on Bande Mataram — it “Shows 
Pittable Mentahty”” 


Bombay, November 3 “li breaths of arrogance and a 
patromsing spint’’ Thisis Mr Jinnah's reaction to the Congress 
Working Commitice'’s resolution on the Bande Maturum? as 
expressed by him ata public mecting of Muslims tonight under 
the auspices of the Bombay Presidency Musiim Leaguc 


Presentation of Silver Casket 


Sir Alt Mohamed Khan Dehlavi presided A silver casket 
representing a miniature fort and tower symbohsing the Musiim 
League was presented to Mr Jinnah 

Mr Jinnah sad “IO would appeal to cvery Hindu to 
dispassionately study the inward meaning of the Lucknow 
session T would challenge any impartial criuc who docs not say that 
the Lucknow session stands for the frecdom of us country, for the 
unity Of this country and that Lucknow docs not want that one 
party should dominite over cvery other party The resoluuons 
of the Working Commitice and the AECC, proceeded Mr 
Jinnah, “have shown that they have not taken the trouble or 
carcd to understand the inwardness of the Lucknow session f 
am sure anyone with any intelligence will agree with me that 
those resolunions, specially with regard to the Bande Mataram 
and on the minontics quesuon, show a very prtrable mentality 
It breaths of arrogance and patronising spuril 

With regard to Federation Mr Jinnah said it was the most 
extraordinary resoluuon that thc Committee had passed It 
seemed that all of a sudden it had discovercd that it was not 
possible for the Congress alone to prevent the federal scheme 
Instead of going one step further having rcalised that the 
Congress alone could not do it, tie next step was to make an 
honourable settlhment with the Mushm League But 
unfortunately no efforts were bung made towards this end ‘The 
mentality 18 in the song Bande Mataram that they would rather 
be slaves of the British than come to an honourable sctuecment 
with the Musiimms ” 

Mr Jinnah rettcratcd that the Muslim League stood sccond to 
none in the fight for the frecdom of the country — API 


‘Public specch Star of india 4 November 1937) A somewhat similar report 
appearcd in: Stute verazr 4 November 1937 For the text of Bande Alutaram song 
and the plow of the nowil Anmandumath in which the sony occurs sce 
appendix X 


For the wxt of this Congress resolution, sce appendix XXI1 18 
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100. Advice to Students — “Active Participation m 
Pohtics Inadyvisable’”? 


Hyderabad, (Deccan) December 16 The need for the 
organization of Hindus as well as Muslims for their respecuve 
economic, social and educational developments was stressed 
by Mr MA _ Jinnah, President of the All India Muslim League, 
ian address to the Osmania University Union this evening 

Mr Jinnah said that communalism was not created by 
anyone It existed for ccenturics Equality and fraternity must be 
achieved first after which they could consider the quesuon of 
liberty The study of world politics was, he added, important 
for students bul active participauion in pohtucs was inadvisable 
— Associated Press 


'Publiu address Stafevnan 17 December 1937 


December 1937 199 


101 On Kher's and Patel's ‘Pronouncements’’ — 
Mere Promise of “Fair Play Not Enough’? 


Mr MA _ Jinnah, President of the All India Muslim League, 
has issucd the following statement through the Associated Press 


My attention has been drawn to the pronouncements made by 
the Hon Mr BG Kher and Sardar Vallabhar Patel on the necd 
for Hindu Muslim unity at the mectung of the Young Mushm 
Brothcrhood For the first time TP hear the name of this associauon 
Bat at scems that the two cmuncnt loaders considered it advisable 
lo mike the pronouncuncnis at such a 4g aithcring 


Mr Kher indulged an gencral plhautudes He assurcd the 
gathering that the Ministry was dom ils best to bring: together the 
two communitics and thit they would do everything huminly 
possible to uate end To wish he had given some idea of the ways 
and means and the modus operandt which he was bkhely to follaw 
Samailarly Sardar Vallabh n Qatel Bave the age Jong old and repeated 
causes which came om the wiy of unnty In: conclusion he sud 
“Although the Consituuon wis imperfect and imposed on the 
county the Conzress had accepted office to do what htde pood they 
could Without the full confidences and support of the Mushms the 
Ministry would be able to achieve nothing FP wonder what was the 
object Of these pronouncemenis Surely one would expect something 
better Sardar Pritcl Knows perfectly well that the Mushins cannot 
be satisficd by common plice talk to put ato in his own words 
Muslims thought that Hindus were mon of honed wards 


Muslims’ Rights 


Mushms hase made thar postion clear They want not only a 
complete protecuon for thar religion culture and langu tye but thear 
political rights and antercsts should also be safeguarded adequately 
and cffecuscly an the Consutunon atsclf which may be sopticd 
hereafter and thatan the prescnt Constiiuuion Mushms do not wish 
lo be drawn to appeal to the Governor who alone can redress by 
the excreise of his special powcr any wrong or myustice thit may 
be done to them by the myority wy Urnrefore desire Uiat the 
Congress Party should come to terms with them in the working of 
the present Constitunon for what itis worth FT am sure intciligent 
Mu-hims will not be impressed with the repeated plea put forward 
by some of the leaders of the Congress that Uny stand for fair 

hiy and that the Muslims should have trust and conhdcence in tiem 
Fae rs mot cnough in the present cxrstng conditions 


‘Press statement, Stale svnan 26 December 1937 
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102. Won't Accept “Hindu Ray”? 


Mr Mohammad Ali Jinnah, President, All-India Muslim 
League, addressed a crowded public mecting of Muslims held 
last evening at the Mohammad Ali Park [Calcutta] under the 
presidcncy of the Hon Mr AK Favztul Huq, Premicr of Bengal 
About 10,000 pcople attended “Hold fast and work together and 
avoid all separatist tendencies ” With this messaye of the Holy 
Quran the procecdings commenccd The Hon Mr Favztul Huq, 
in course of his: speech said that the Muslim League was 
achieving wondcrs all over the country and the time was not far 
distant when Muslims would umite solidly undcr us banner 

Delivering fis address Mr Jinnah said that the Muslim 
League and the Muslims of India stood for cquality, fraternity 
and tibcuity They were ready to co-operate with their sister 
communities in dus country but on terms of cquilty and not 
on terms of subordination Phoy were ready to fratemive with 
them and march along with other peaple for the Ibberty of this 
coumtry But it was not io be a ‘Ehindu Raj” It should be the 
‘Ray of the pcople of this country’ That was whit the Mushm 
League stood for that not only thar religion culture and 
funguage be protcctcd but Uneir political mghts and interests 
must be safeguarded that was the principle for which they were 
fiephting There were many people he continucd, who either 
evaded ortgnord Una issue Those who sad that i was 
ag st matonabisnar when Muslims asked for safeguards did 
not mean nationalism of the country but what they meant 
was) Hinduism 

“Remember 7 he went on * that the Government of the vanious 
pravinces and the Central Government which may come 
hereatter, as the Goverment which will decide questions 
accotding to the moyorty they command and that mayonty 
decision ws binding an evurybody We know that we have got 
a dude majornty in Beng u and also in the Punjab ft is no 
Muayory SO or St purcent is no majyonty at all But what 
about (he provinces where the Mushins arcing a hopeless 
munanty ? What proteciion whit secunty and guarantee have 
we pot there that thor wall bo fan play under the rule of the 
moyorils ? Those whoa shut their coves fo this assuc are doing the 
Bic atest ham not only to thei own community but to the 
counthy as well ibis for that roason that we have come into the 
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field and we will make our Hindu fnends understand that they 
are going on a wrong path and that the mght path is to hsten 
tous” 

Proceeding, Mr Jinnah wamed them against beimg misled by 
false ideas and wrony wsucs and said thit the Musiims of India 
could no longer be imposed upon He thicw out a challenge to 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru to come and sit with him and together 
formulate amchorative measures for the immediate relicf of the 
poor They werc ready, but thry were not to be ‘bumboos lied’ 
in the name of poverty and hunger to forget everyting else and 
commit surcide His fight was not with the Hindus bul) with the 
Congress leadership There were many Hindus who deplored the 
present policy of the high command of the Congress but their 
voice [sic} in) the wildemess In the circumstances, Mr Jinnah 
concluded the best course tor the Musiims was to unite under the 
banner of the Muslim Leaguc not only in the imicresis of the 
community alone but also in the best imtcrest of the Country to 
which they belonged 
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103. Addresses Mushm Students—‘“I have Failed’? With 
Hindus' 


The tnaugural session of the All India Mushm Students 
Fedcrauon Conference commenced before a mammoth and 
enthusiasic gathuing in a very big and beauuful pandal at 
Mohammad Ali Park, Calcutta,on Monday, December 27, at 7 
pm Mr MA Jinnah, President, All India Mushm League 
presided 

The Prosident, Hon'ble Mr AK Favstul Tfuqg the Hon 
Khwaja Sip Nuimuddin and Mr SA Asis, were greeted on 
therr arrival in the pandal with critics of ‘Alah-o-Akbar 

Promincnt persons on the dams were The Hon'ble Mr AK 
Favyiul Wug, Premier Bengil, Sir Sycd Muhammad Sa'dullah 
Promicr Assam, the Hon ble Alhady Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, the 
Hionble Mr HS) Suhrawardy, tho Honble Nawab Bah idur of 
Dacca, Minisicrs of Bungal, Sir Elassin Suhrawardy Maulana 
Akram Khin MLC, Presidcat Bonpal Presidency  Mfustim 
Tcauguc, Mr SA) Aviv, Bar al Law, Lx Minister, Bihar) Mr 
Famizuddin Khan Mr A’ Waseque Mr M  Niumin, Kk B 
Abdul Monnn, Prof A’ Hena, Dr Syud Hossain, = Mrs 
Shah ibuddin, Nawabsadi Ehyri KRhiutun Mrs Shahabuddin 
Maulana Shatq Ahmad Osman (Ayre Judid) Maulana Abdul 
Jebbar Wahid) Mr A Jabbir ‘Shahrdi, MS Wasif, SM 
Osman, M Ghulam Hasan (Punj ib), Khway i Tajyuddin (Punjab), 
Khwaya Ghulim Abniid (Punjab) Bahauddin (Punjab) Shaikh 
Ghulam Mohiuddin (Pungib) Syed Muhimmad, Bar-at-Law 
Patna Sycd Houder Imim Bar-at b aw Pautnirand MullaJan Md 


Anti-Muslium Press 


Mauling Ikram Khan opened the procecdings with a 
recuauion from the Holy Qurin The iHon'ble Mr Faztui Huqinthe 
course of his speech refered te fis recent tour in Casiem 
Bengal and denounced the unjust propaganda against and unfair 
Ueatment meted out to his Ministry and community by the 
tindu Press 

Mr MOA Jinnahoain the course of his speech said that last 
year he presided over the Lucknow scssion of the All India 
Students Federavon which was opened by Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru But now he was presiding over the Al India Mushm 
Students Poderation What was the reason? Mr Jinnah 
explaining the cicumstances which had forced him to change 
his mnnd and ivise his opimon said that he had come to 
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the dehberate conclusion that there was no alicmative no escape 
and no honourable course open for the Muslims but to organize 
on separate lincs and first’ set their house in order As none was 
canng to do anything for their good and uphft they must 
orgumise for self-defence and self-help It was not to be done by 
anybody clse for them Nobody would do u for them Nobody 
had done it for them 1n the past He had dehberatcly come to 
the conclusion that unless they woke up and = organiscd 
themselves and developed themscives and qualified themselves 
nobody could have respect or care for them 


All-India Federation Lucknow 

Last year Mr Jinnah wishcd Godspeed to the All India 
Students Federation with the hope that the task of bringing the 
Hindus and Mushms on a common platform which the elders 
hed fuled to accomplish will be clitcted by the youth of India 
But he was soon disillusioned The authoritics of the All India 
Students Federavion maniged to piss all resolutions and execute 
all business while he was occupying the presidential chair but 
the election of the office-bearcrs was held only when he hid 
luft the Conference Next momuing he was informed by the 
Mushim students that the Hindu students had maniped to totaly 
crxclude the Muslim students from the posts of otfice-bearers 
and members of the executive 


Lqual and Honourable Terms 


In the present conditions of things ait was difficult for the 
Muslim and Hindu communitics to work in Co-Operahion in 
harmony and ia unity in all mattcrs: Elo had life-long expeucncee 
and enough patience and had made gical Cllorts to work 
together with members of the other communiics on cqual, fair 
and honourable terms But fam sorry to say” said Mi Jinnah, 
‘that To have failed so fir This cauactly has been the fate of 
Muslim Young men and Studcnts Phe Muslim youth had now 
started the Muslim Students Pedcration He wished them to go 
on with organizing themsclycs although they should never fasl 
to Co-aperale with any other sister community Whether they were 
young or old mcn,on cqual and honourable terms 

While we want to raise ourselves to the highest stature, our 
hand of co-operation for the good of our province and Country 
18 always fully stretUhed but on cqual terms We are not going 
to be subdued or to be the cump followers or slaves or the 
subject race of * Hindu Ray” (‘Atlah o-Akbar ) 


Communalism and Nationalism 


Mr Jinnah then inviting Sycd Abdul Aciz, Barrister-at-Law, 
Patna, Ex-Minister of Education, Bihar, to deliver his inaugural 
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address, paid glowing tnbutes to his All-India fame for his great 
record of services in the cause of national welfare and 
nationalism Mr Avis, said Mr Jinnah, was a “Nationalist” and 
so was he (Mr Avis “I think we are sull truce and sincere 
Nationalist )I mean Mr Aziz was a ‘Nationalist’ Inthe sense 
that he was recognised as such by even the Hindus But 
unfortunately the condiuions had forced men hike the speaker 
and Mr Asiv to unite on a communal platform of Muslim 
students 

“I welcome Syed Abdul Aviv as one of the communalists,” 
said Mr Jinnah, “If for demanding a mghtful place for Muslims 
in the Goverment of the country and in other spheres of hfe, 
[am dubbed a communalist, I plead guilty to the Charge, if for 
taking Steps to raise the members of my commumity socially, 
pohtically and cconomically, Tani callcd a communalist, Twill 
gladly accept that appellation The truth is that in the present 
atmosphere of our country ios becoming very very difficult for 
two sister Communitics to work in harmony and unison in almost 
all matters and Tam convinced there 1s no other course Open to 
us except to orgulse ourselves through separate organisauion 
like the All India Muslim Students Pederation But while we 
will go on in this way we shall never ful to co-operate with 
any other sister community on cqualand honourable terms Only 
we are not going to be camp followers and not going to be camp 
followers and staves under a Hindu Raj’ concluded Mr Jinnah 

Mr SA) Asriv was loudly checied with crics of ‘Allah o- 
Akbar’ when he rose to deliver his inaugural address which 
was an inspiring and thoueht provoking message of unity, 
hbery. charmty and Esbimac tiatemuty and picty for the Muslims 
Mr Aries addicss was punctuated with lusty cheeis Sir 
Sadullah and Professor Abdul Jibbir Kham of Aligarh and 
oer dclegales const tulucd Mr Aviz on the comect lead he 
had given to the Muslim students 
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104. Mushms ‘Must Insist” on “Safeguards in the 
Constitution’” 


“Now that the Mushms desire, and I think they nghtly desire, 
that if the Muslims are not preparcd to destroy their culture, 
laws, faith and everything that they considcr precious as a 
minonty, they must insist that there must be salc guards in the 
consutuuion which must be adopted hereafter to the fullest 
extent and that they were agreed that India should be fully 
independent and = sclf-goveming nauon (loud) chcers and 
applause) IT want to tell the Muslim community in India that 
they must not be Icft in the position of the Negroes of 
Amenca We want the Goverment which Abrahim Linclon 
wanted and that was a Government of the people by the people 
and forthe people But when Abraham Lincoln conceived that 
noble form of Government, he excluded from ws people the 
Negroes of America Many of my Tlindu fiends who talk of 
nivonalism and freedom and independence, excluded the 
Mushtims from us domain That as the fundamental and vital 
difference between the Congress High Command and the 
Muslim League I kKnowthat many Hindus agree with me fully 
and wholcheartcdly, but at the present moment their voice was 
either stuleneed or drowned and tt was mercly a cly in the 
wildemess The High Command of the Consress must be brought 
to fits} sense Ours isa just positon ind if we are united, we 
have nothing to fcar ff we arc united and thoroughly organizcd 
under the Mushm ti cague, I am confident that a large body of 
Hindus will agree with us that the Congress Phigh Command 
must be brought to us sense,” said Mr Jinnah in the course of 
his outspoken speech at the second situng of the AH India 
Muslim Students Federation confurence held on Tucsday {28 
December] at Mohammad Ah Path, Calcutta 

The aims and objects of the Muslim League did not fall short 
of the aims and objccts of the Congress or any other pohucal 
Organisation of the country But in spiic of the fact that there 
was the common political objective the Muslims could not forget 
the realitics and actualitics that were facing them at the present 
moment 

Mr Jinnah had not changed in the slightest degree since 1913 
when he affirmed that ino any constitution that might be 
framed for the Government of the country and by whosoever 
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there should be adequate safeguards for the rights and interests 
of the Muslims because they were a minority and it was on 
that basis that the Lucknow Pact was brought about in 1916 
This Pact was the basis of the programme of both the Congress 
and the League and according to us principles various unily 
conferences were culled and various clforts made to found an 
agrecd formula for the purpose of salcguarding the nghts and 
mterests of all minorues in India 

This went on unul the High Command of the Congress 
specially for the last five or six ycurs openly discarded this 
basic and fundamental item of the policy and programme of the 
Congress and took up an attitude that there was no such thing as 
minority question at all “One of the fundamental and vital 
differences between the League and the Congicss was that they 
not only belicve that there as such a thing as muanonty question 
in India but also that itis amaticr of Ufc and death with the 
Muslims ” 


Tyranmcal Majority 


Emphasizing the need of special salcgu uds for the minonucs 
in India under a democratic government Mr Jinnah said that 
whether it would succecd or not or tt would flourish on the 
Indian soil or not the form) of Government that they had mi India 
was a demouatic parhamentiry yovernmcnt a system which 
their Masters, the British had am thea country ‘Tf chat 
Government is to function if must be by a majority and they 
In India Know that the mayorty are the Hindus Ido not consider 
that the PHindus are different from any other human beings, but 
human nature bung whats and front dha cxpertcnce, im can 
be sad thal the mayomty would be arrogant, tyrannical and 
hkely fo mde roughshod over the mimoity To make the 
Parhamcuntary Govemmont a success a powerful opposilion 1s 
necessary Thatis in respect of ordintry m youty where a large 
body of voters from d0pe to 90pc are required to cast their 
votes not as Tiindus Mushms or Paris but as cizens of the 
country But tnindia they have pot voters who are divided as 
Hindus and Muslimsandthe hhe They ate notdedung in indiaonly 
watheducated advanced and a well tramed electorate But even 
Wthey would hive to deal with such votcrs so jong they are 
Dbehevers in one particular faith — and futh is an important 
factor — so long they are biought up in one particular culture, 
Philosophy and soul life and af members of that particular 
fuuth formed the Goverment ibis but mn iural that (hey would be 
bound to influence Inc Government cnloree their own culture, 
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philosophy from the very threshold of the limited power that 
they may acquire We have alrcady proof of this in the matter 
of singing Bande Mataram and in the compulsory learning of 
Hindi or Hindustani They cannot realize in the first flush of 
their victory and they cannot believe that there can be 
somebody clsc to whom all these were monstrous 

Situated as the Muslims were in India and taking into 
considerauon that the voters were not going to vote or act as 
pure cituvens the first thing in their fight was the qucsuon — 
if they were going to fight for the freedom of their country 
what would be their position in the Government and the 
administration of their country’ 


Abohtion of Poverty 

Mr Jinnah congratulating the Federation said that the youth 
in the country had been explored and was being caploited and 
would have been cxploued and they of the Federation had 
rescued the innocent who were collected there from being 
slaughtered 

Wanung the youth against caichwords and slogans, Mr Jinnah 
said how in the name of nationalism, freedom onthe one hand 
and in’ driving out the Nawabs, and Rajyas and Maharayahs, 
Zamindars, capitalists on the other, the emotion and the spint 
of the youth in the country were being exploited Princes and 
Rayas, Nawabs and Maharayahs, said Mr Jinnah, had been 
dubbed as bloodsuckers and the youth had been asked to clear 
them off Congress was the only body, they had been told, which 
could remove hunger and poverty But when and how? 
Somebody asked that question to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and 
the latter replied that st would be within his lifeume He wished 
long life for the Pandit When the Congress would be able to 
destroy everybody who was somebody in the present-day India 
and tum the country into a descrt to call a constitucnt assembly 
to frame a constitution forthe country”? Bul having said all these 
what the Congress did in fighting the clections, in acceptng the 
office and things like that What had been done for the Kisans, 
the section 144 was sull there, the Criminal Law Amendment Act 
was suH there and the hunger and poverty were all there As 
regards Federation, when Lord Lothian landed at Bombay, he 
Gave a party and for what purpose thcy could well surmise In the 
circumstances, said Mr Jinnah, ict them not be bamboovsicd 
and Iet them go slow and think a hulle 

The struggic that they were carrying on could not be more 
cffecuve so long as they did not in the first” instance 
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concentrate and apply afl their energy and all their aticntiion to 
the soluuon of the minority problem All the talks inthe absence 
of that scttlement were bunkum He was making the greatest 
contnbulion to the advancement of real nauionalism if he could 
by some method make the Congress High Command and the 
Hindu public gencrally understand and win them over or bring 
them round by some means to the question of the minonty 
problem and then march on the road If the question could be 
solved they would have aclear road to marchonto the goal of full 
independence (cheers) 

Muslims Nowhere 


But in order to make the Hindus undcistand the Muslims the 
first thing that the Muslims should do wus to win sclf-respect 
for them by domg sptdework for the development olf their 
community cconomically soctally and cducationally Tle did 
not prudge nor cnvy On the other hand he welromed when he 
nouced im cvery distuct and small town and cven in village 
thousands of selfless Hindu workers cngaged in the work of 
uplifting the people All cicdit to them) But what about the 
Muslims What were they domg? Phe condition of Muslim 
villagers was heart-rending but there was none to conie to his 
[their] rescue Even the Congress winch callcd itself national 
and natronalsac did not bother wsclf with the Muslim masses 
until of late Before the Mushm feague came into the field 
the Congress took no special interest for the Muslims im the 
countryside Phey had started what they culled the Muslim Mass 
Contict but which really wes a* Mitssicte contact 

For all this constructive work there must bo Muslim workers 
who would not cnyoy any dimcheht or spotlight but would by 
therr sclAess devotion build the found ition of a great socicty In 
this work nother thar teachers would stand aa ther way nor 
the Congress Govemuinent 

The Muslims at present were nothing and nowhere! They 
counted nothing Phoy were nobody Buton the other hand there 
was the Congicss which was not only SO ycars old bul was an 
organisation which nothing could finder Only a few days ago 
while coming to Calcutta oa Hindu gentleman was telling him 
that a nameless gonticm in had contuibuted more wan five lakhs 
of rupees for the Congress wotk 

the Mustims had nothing but a wretched press in the country 
The Congress commanded a powerful Press whose business was 
to misrepresent everybody else Tf the Muslims wanted to give 


any reply to them there was no place where they could get 
published 
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Patnka'’s Misrepresentation 


Only yesterday the Amrita Bazar Patrthu had made astatement 
which was absolutely untrue He did not know whether the 
writcr was an ignorant fellow or a day-dreamer or he had been 
fouled by somebody clse He did not want to be offensive 
because he did not belicve inoffensiveness The Partha had told 
him that while he wanted that, if three-fourths of the Muslim 
members in the legislature consider a particular measure 
dinmental to or against their interests, that measure should be 
dropped, Mahatma Ganndhi went further and lowered thts 
propertion from threc-fourths to two-thirds to mect his wishes 
Mir Gandhi or the Congress had not given him eather two-thirds 
or three-fourths and thercfore the statement of the Patriha was 
untrue This was not the single misstatement Inits comments 
the PatriAa had further stated that the Congicess orthe Hindus had 
agrecd upon his Fourteen Ports Tf there be any represcntative 
of the Patrika Here Ikt hime picase ask his fb ditor to correct das 
Mr Gandhi or the Congiess never agncd to any term at all 
Having said all these the Patek asked him what more could 
he want? Was that fair? Fle could tcl the Editor of the Amrita 
Bazar Patrithka Wat neither Mr Gandti nor the Congress nor the 
Hindu Mahasabhi had agreed to any single term any time up to 
date 

He asked the audicnce to Jook at its arrogance Had not the 
Congress wrote the Patria, told the Muslims that it would give 
them protection in tegard to thar icligion culture and language ? 
Did at forget thit the Congress hid no sovcrcign power or 
duthonty did it forget thit the Congress were working a 
wretched constitution’? Were the Congress in a posiion to say 
with the sovcrengn authority? Was this the way to come to a 
settlement and solve the minority problem? 

“AW that | have doneis that | have the alarm bell Phe bell 
is StH ringing but I do not yet find the fire brigade | want you 
to produce this fire brigade, and with them, God willing, 1] wall 
be able to catinguish the fire,” concluded dramatically Mr 
Jinnah his speech 


‘Independence’ with Safeguards 
The folowing were the resolutions thal were passed 


This scssion of the All India Mushm Students Federation 
resolycs that at stands for uhe full independence of India in the 
form of a federal form of Government composcd of the 
avionomous provinces and free States of India with adcquate 
safcguards for the protection of the nmghis of the Muslims and 
ether munornty comnmiunitics of India 
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‘This mecting of the All India Mushm Students Fedcration 
suongly condcenins the miicious propaganda carmcd on by uc so 
called All India Students Federation against the Muslim University 
by appoining an unauthorised commission and vcheumcendy 
protests agaist the undesirable acuvinces of Sar Wasir Hasan and 
others im the same connection 


This session condemns the acuviucs of a few Muslim studcunts 
of different provinces of India who under the clock of nationalism, 
secretly helped by the Congress are trying to divide and sub divide 
the Muslim community in India, and at declares that the All India 
Muslim Students Conference presidcd over by Mr MA Jinnah 1s 
ps only organization which stands for thc Mushm students of 
nda 


‘This conference is of the opimion that the All India Mustum 
Students Federation should through oats various affilruud 
associalions Carry on the work of sproading Islimiuc idcis teaching 
and culture among the Musimms an general ind the Muslim students 
in particulur and with this cnd in view should conduct discussions 
on such topics and amange for Iectures by catnent auihomles on 
them 


In memory of the Tate Maulina Muhiummad Ah and on 
appreciation OF Une services he rendurcd to our country ind 
community the 4th ef Junuiy should be observed by the Mushim 
students as Muhunmid Alb Diy and also of Sur Syed Ahm td Khan 
on the 28th of Mirch as Sir Sycd Diy 


Attitude of Hindu Press 


‘Members of the Mushm Students Federation do hereby 
emphsucally protest ajamst the communal attitude taken up by the 
fandu press in giving false news about Mr M A Jinnah and the 
Muslim Lea igue and are of opamion thit) such an oattitude of the 
press is Tikcly to hounper the cause of the nitkonal movement 


The members of the Podtrabon most rspectlully request Mr 
M A Jinnah to start a Mushim paper under hos supervision so Wal 


the public my be thle to have comet information about Mushm 
affairs 


This confercme further requests the Raya Sahcb of 
Mihmudabid to low a deputiuien of Mushm students to Mushm 
counuics with a vicw to promot closer rclauens of Isiamic 
brotherhood and cultural co operation 


Resoluuons condoling the deaths of Dr Sir Ross Masood, 


Sir 
Tur 


Abdul Qayum, Sir Jagdish Chandra Bose, Hays 


of 


angzar and Scuikh Mushir Husain Kidwar of Gadta were 
also adoptcd 
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105. Addresses Calcutta Memon Community — Muslim 
“Cause Based on Justice’! 


Calcutta, December 31 An address of welcome was 
presentcd to Mr Jinnah today by the Memon community of 
Calcutta at a gathenng attendcd by Mcmons, Khojas and Bohras 
at Albert Hall The function was presided over by Seth Adamyjce 
Hajce Dawood Some of the Ministers including the Premier were 
present 

In reaffirming their faith in the correct Iead given by Mr 
Jinnahto the Mushims of India it was observed in the course 
of the address that the only Way toa satisfactory solution of 
the important problem of the minontucs was the onc, uncrmngly 
indicated by Mr Jinnah under the banner of the All India Mushim 
Lcuague, the negation of which was bound to retard the progress 
of ladia 

I appreciate the spint,”’ said Mr Jinnah in reply, ‘‘and the spint 
isthat you have shown in a very marked manner an appreciation 
of what TF am doing The Mcmon community 1s essenually a 
business community and ds a business community it has produced 
mugnates like Scth Adamjce Hajce Dawood " He was impressed 
by the fact that business people were also roused and were 
understanding political issucs and altached great importance to 
the fact that they had put their finger on the nght spot, namely, 
the Most important issue of the minonues which the Muslim 
Lvague stood for He exhorted the gathering to show their 
appreciation of his work by wholchcarted support by their action 
and emphasised that the goal the League was working for was not 
only in the intercst of Musalmans bul also was in the interest of 
the country as the cause was based on jusuce, honesty and fair 
play and he believed that it would be recognised by the people 
before long — API 
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106. Addresses Calcutta Mushms — ‘Proud to Belong to 
Isilam’"! 


A largely attended mecung of the Muslims of Tantbagh, 
Calculta, was heid at Anjuman Road under the auspices of the 
local Mushm League to accord a welcome to Mr M A Jinnah 
duriny his recent visit to the city The gathenng consisticd mostly 
of ‘Momin Ansars’ Loud speakers’ were fittcd for the 
convenience of the big audicnce 

Mr M A Jinnah who amved at the mecung after Maghrib 
prayers was grected with finng of ‘bombs’ and cnes of *Allah-o- 
Akbar’ and ‘League Zindabad * After recitation from the Holy 
Quran, Mr M A H_ Ispaham was voied to the chair Mr Mukhtar 
Ahmad Avsad read the welcome address in Urdu which expressed 
the compicte faith of the ‘Momin Ansars’ and all other working 
and professional ‘Jamats’ of the Muslims in the Mushm League 
and assured Mr Jinnah of their solid support They also hoped 
that he will supplement the ‘Political’ programme of the Muslim 
League with a ‘Social’ programme and make special efforts to 
eradicate the barners of caste and distinctions of classes from the 
Indian Muslim Society The Muslim Socicty, it said, must be 
freed not only from the ‘pohtical’ subsection of the Hindus but 


also from the ‘Souial’ subjection of caste which was the greatest 
curse of Hinduism 


Backbone of Commumity 


Mr Jinnoh in his reply said that the Muslim League was 
fighting for the underdog Thc labounng and working classes and 
the professional ‘Jamats’ of the community constituted its 
backbone The Muslim League’s primary and fundamental object 
was to rasse them to the fullest stature of their manhood and to 
work for their cconomic, social, educauonal and poliucal uplift 
and welfare The problem of poverty cannot be solved in a 
Moment by magic but a very great deal can be done 
immediately for the rlicf of the poor peoples and it was the 
duty of all Muslims to bong that about 

Refening to the welcome address which paid tmbutc to Mr 
Jinnah for renouncing Privy Council practice and a life of 
pnncely case and comfort in London in response to the call of 
the Mushm India which elected him leader of the Muslim 
League in 1935 at a most critical and chaouc state of Muslim 
polices, he said that he Ieft London and adopicd the present 
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course of strenuous Ihfe only because he had no doubt in his 
mind that the poliucal future of the Indian Muslim community 
and Islam, to which he was proud to belong, was in danger of 
disintegration for want of a bold and correct leadership and the 
utter lack of organization He had now come to the deliberate 
conclusion after much thought and experence that unless the 
Mushiims of India organize and all sections and groups of them 
unite on a common platform, they were doomed to serfdom and 
subjection in India The Muslims must get the power and force of 
organization at the back of their voice otherwise it will be 
nothing Dut a voice in wildermess 


No Liberty Without “Equality” 


Conunuing, Mr Jinnah said that he was not fighting the 
Hindus He was not even fighting the Congress He was fighung 
the Congress Icadership which had got intoxicated and had 
consequently taken Icave of reason It was his patriotic duly to 
bnng that leadership to senses He was fighting for the freedom 
ofall and for equal justice to all He stood for the pnnciple of 
“equality”? without which lberiy wis worthless and mcaningicss 
The Congress had a peculiar political dicuionary of its own in 
which “nationalism” meant ‘Hinduism’ and “Swarays” meant 
‘Hindu Ray” and the “wrecking” of the constitution meant the 
“working” it) Similarly, in Congress dictionary “freedom” meant 
the freedom of the Hindus and the slavery of the Mushms 
and other minonties and weak pcoples 

The sote business of the Muslim League in India was to secure 
Teal freedom, real cquality and real justice for all groups, 
communitics and classes without any distincuion But the work 
of organizing a mass Of 9 crore peoples was not an casy task 
No one man can accomphsh that task unless he got the co- 
operauon and suppon of all the sections of the Muslim 
community What was supremcly necessary at the moment was 
a band of brave souls, an army of bold and disciplined, selfless 
and sincere workers who were ready to sacnfice and suffer for 
the Mushim cause 


Power of Faith 


When the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) started to preach 
Islam he was a minonty of onein the world By the force of his 
faith he challenged the whole universe and wrought the greatest 
Tevolution in the shortest time in the world with the help of the 
Holy Quran If the Muslims procure the power of that ‘faith’, 
Organization, discipline and sacnfice, they have no reason to fear 
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the hosule forces of the entire world Let them shake off their 
Icthargy, defcatism and despondency Let them regain their faith, 
recapture their souls and remake their history once more in India 

(Cries of *Allah-o-Akbar’ and loud cheers) 

Maulana Sharg Ahmad Osman: (Asre-Jadid) then delivered 
what was accluimed by all the oration of his life in Urdu He ina 
most excellent and cloquent language explained the whole history 
of Muslim politics and the Ieading role played by Mr Jinnah The 
super excellent Oration Of Maulana Shaig thnlled, charmed and 
eluctnficd the whole audicnce and almost cvery sentence of his 
specch was grected with loud cheers Mr Jinnah congratulated 
tic Maulana on his most intercsung and instrucuve speech 

The Hon'ble Mr Shahid Suhrawardy in his speech thanked the 
Mushiims of Tantibagan for their great enthusiasm for the Mushm 
League and appealed to them to enrol themselves as its members 
He also referred to the challenge of Mr Subhas Chandra Bose 
regarding the Calcutta Corporation and said thathe did not care 
even to lay down hrs life forthe cause of mght, yusuce and fair 
play (Loud cheers and crics of ‘we are ready to support you 
my thick and thin and to stand by you ’)Mr [spahani said that he 
Was ready to accept Mr Bosce’s challenge The resolution 
recently passed by the Corporauion was an cycwash Nay, it 
was an insult andan affront tothe Muslims of Calcutta It was 
a device to cover the sins and scandals of the Congicss party 
in the Corporation 

Prominent among those present were The Homwble Mr HS 
Suhrawardy, Minister Mr M A H_ Ispahanit, MLA, Maulana 
Muhammad Ychya, Editor Ablnonmun, Seth Hayy Muhammad 
Yusuf, Hay: Allaf (Altal Picss), Mr Barratt Mistn, Taji Rahmat 
Ali, Mr Muhammad Israil, BA, BL, Picsidcnt Tanubagh 
Muslim League, Mr Aminul Hague MA,BL, Secretary, 
Maulana Shaiq Ahmed Osman (Avre-Jadiud), Me SM Osman, 
MA.BL, Sccretary, Calcutta) Muslim League, Maulana 
Mukhtar Ahmad Avad, Miulina Abdul Jabbar, Mr) Muhammad 
Yunus , Mr Muzalflaruddin, BA, BL, Headmaster, Islamia 
kbeyh School, Mr Abdur Rahmin Misin, Mr Abdul Jabbar 
Miasin, Mr Khalilur) Rahman, Hakim Muhammad Musa, 
Schandar Mir Saheb, Mr Siddiq Mistn, Mr Ziauddin, Mr 
Yamin Khan, Mulla Jan Muhammad, M Ghulam Elusan, 
Khawyah Tajyuddin, Sherkkh Gholum Muhtuddin and Reyazan 
Mistri 
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107 Eaxhorts Mushms — “Keep the F lag of Islam Flying’”! 


The Allahabad Municipal Board presenicd a welcome address 
this evening to Mr M A Jinnah, President of the All India 
Muslim League The address referred to him as a doughty 
champion of Indian nationalism and hoped that he would remain 
so Itexpressed pleasure at finding complete independence as 
the goal of his party 

Replying to the addsess Mr Jinnah said that he wished his 
country to rank among the great countnes of the world He added 
that whatever might be said about himself by others he would 
hold India’s interests as sacred Continuing, he sard that without 
ral unity between Hindus and Mustims India s freedom could 
not be achieved 


“Correct” Lead 

In the evening, Mr Jinnih addtesscd a public meeting al 
which an address was prescnicd to hint The addicss was read by 
a former Congress man, who had only today resigned from the 
Congress and yorned the Muslim lL cague The addicss approved of 
the luad given by Mr Jinnah to the Muslims in Indra and addcd 
that the language, culture and region of Mustinis were being 
endangered by the acurvitics of Congress men The address urged 
the Congress Govemment to make the position of the Muslims 
viv a-sis Other Communities clear If concluded by saying that 
Mr Jinnah would receive their unstinttd support in any 
programme he put before the Mushlins 

In his reply Nir Jinnah said that the Mushm community had 
to safeguard is rmghis and privilcges under the new consutuuion 
This could be achicved only if Mushms organised themselves 
and strengthened the bonds of unity among themselves An 
altuempt was being made, he said to create differences among 
them Mushims, he added, would be turncd into slaves if tney did 
notunite He emphasised thathe was not agaist India achieving 
freedom but they had to sce that not only the Hindus got 
freedom but also the Muslims Mr Jinnah said that the League 
wanted to declare in the clearest temns that it did not want 
Muslims to be mere camp followers of Hindus It wanted [ree 
Muslims in a free India There had been a wonderful Mushm 
awakening in India and what was needed at present was that this 
should be hamessed and properly mobilised They were always 
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ready for an hanourable settlement but they did nol want to be 
bam boos Iced 
Organisation 

He advised the Mushims that whether a settlement was brought 
about or not they should not forget to organise themselves 
Assuming that there was a setilement anda solemn agreement 
was arnvcd at between Hindus and Muslims and then the 
Muslims went to sleep and the Hindus refused to carry out their 
pledgcs, were the Muslims going lo approach the Viccroy with 
thar complaint against the Ilindus? He concluded by exhoruing 
the Muslims to prepare themselves for the future and to keep the 
Nag of Islam flying 
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108 Proposes “‘Committee of Responsible Men” to 
Inquire “Complamts” of Congress “‘Arrogance’”! 


Bombay, January 10 The assurance that the Council of the 
All India Mushm League would give their best consideration 
to any proposal that may be made by the Congress or the 
Congress Working Committee officially 1s given by Mr M A 
Jinnah in the course of a statement to the Associatcd Press in 
reply to Pandit Jawaharlal Nchru’s recent statement Mr Jinnah 
Says 


T welkome Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru s statement of Jumusry 2 
1938 for one reason that ms tone and languige in some parls are 
conciliatory though the underlying spimt as no tess militant and 
yatromising = -T hope that the esents of the list few months must 
five convinced the Congress High Command thit the Muslim 
Leauc must be recogniscd on a4 fooung of complete cqouality 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehruos stitement as a bundle of contridicuons 
and some of the statements are absolutely coniary to facts He 
gcncrally has andulgced in the usual plititudes and uUiere is nothing 
new or fresh in the statement 


No Agreemcnt 


To must first of all correct the statement which coming from a 
TEsponsible person hke the President of the Congress constutuics a 
serious omusrepresentilion of my position when he says We have 
further declared that we shall stand by the provisional agreement 
which his been arnved at beiween Babu Rajendra Prasad and Mr 
Jinnah T have repeatedly suid that unere was no agreement arrived 
at between Babu Rajendra Prasad and myself and that To hid no 
authority to cnicer mio any agreement but IP was walling to phice the 
formula of Babu Rajendra Prasad and tis fricnds 9 before die 
sessions of the Le igue provided at recervcd thie solid support of the 
Hindus and the Sikhs Now itis proved and admuaticd that it was 
opposed even by avery infMucntial body of Congress Ic iders at the 
ume and the Mahasabha and Sikh keudcers in a body rejected at and 
hence the matter wis dropyxd 


Next when he stys We have further declared that we shall 
stand by (mcaning Babu Rajcndra Prasad s Formula) whit docs he 
moan by we? Of course To am aware he 1s speaking with 
authority as the President of the Congress 


TI vasion or Ignorance 7 
As for the oft repeated slogan that the Congress has declarcd and 


pee fuH assurance with regard to religion culture and language 
have made at clear that we cannot rely upon such dec larahions 
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and assurances I want Pandit Jawaharlal Nehrs to reise that he 
nor the Congress 1s yet in the position of a soveruign power to 
make declarasons and give assurances We want dcfinitc and 
effuove safepuard and cifucuve weapons by means of which we 
Can protect not only our religion culture and language but our 

shucal myhts and maintain our place and posspon in the 

overnment and the administration of the country To am really 
surpnsed when Pandit Jawaharlal Nehruim an airy fashion having 
repeated the old posiuon and having mfomed to Babu Rajendra 
Prasad s fonnuls concludes by saying ‘My difficulty is that I do 
noi know what the argumcnt is about Is this evason or ignorance? 
He then procids, lo patromise the Mushm League, that i has come 
nuoireran theory at least to the Congress and then further procceds 
Ido notknow wath what object and informs me thit the Congress 
of today as different from whatat was when f was associaicd with 
al 


Well that as my pre most regret and that as why Po oamnot diere 
But he proceeds further and pives us the result of has tabornous 
mathemiacal task and ills us Ura there are 3) lakhs of members 
on the Congress rolls of whom about one dikh are Muslims — i 
wonder what ps intended by introducing the displav of this) great 
powcr of the Congress when in more than one plice he says that 
the approach of the munortics question should) be disp ission ite 
one md should not rouse bmimess ind harcd Then comes the 
atlik on Mr ff azlub Hag wach os most inapproprace and out of 
place in his present statement i hedesircd really to create @ fricndly 
abmosphere and os to tic rebuke lo me thi my approich 4s 
anything, but friendly ais as simply mot afact 


However well meammnyg tbe staturment of a single individual 
miy be and even though he may be the Prosidcnt of the Congress 
tha cannot cury us very far Hl the Congress re dly as simecre und 
m carnest the way tO aprowhoas not through the Press ind columns 
of newsprpers The Working Conmmaitec has met often but his done 
nothing hitherto te tack de Mus question offmerily and 
quthormtulvedly fo omote the assurume contained im Po uicdit Jaw hoard al 
Nehru sys statement that he ound das colle mucs ino the Conuress 
Working Commimice will dwoays geve thor sen best consideration 
WO any Shalement or proposa that nia be nade by me bur he 
Sporked ao for yo wash he hid not snd oven without his issumg, 
challeages  Hatherto the challunpes hive come from Pandit 
Jiwoharlal Nehru ind not from me 


Oppressons on Mushm Minorities 


Dovs Pandit Jiwahuiid Nohro know chit ali along the 
countrvaide specrilly mony ef the 10000 Coniress Committees 
and even some ihe offers are bhoaving as af the Hindu Rap had 
aloady been cstablshed amd im the provinces where the Muslims 
hold 2 donmmnmimb vome every neme ww moved to desuroy the 
Monosines m these provinces Phase rescived numerous complamnis 
of arrogance md all uk wmem and myustee MER OUl lo) the 
Mustims general and oan particular) to the members of the 
Afustim be auc if das stale of thangs continues as at promises to 
do VT propose diat a Comanitice oe responsable men should be 
appointed tO emquare ame these istinecs ind Teporl Ue maar lo 
Ue Coun of the AY india Mushm Leapoe for such acuon as 
they may consider proper Would the Congress Hhyh Command 
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and the Ministnes inthe Congress myorty provirces look mto 
this matter if they desire Uiat a more friendly atmosphere should 
be created with a view to find an ulumate solunon of the minoriues 
qucsuon? 


No thoughtful man expects Uiat nepotusuions can be carmed on 
through the medium of dic Press nor would any sensible man 
expect me to formulate proposils for pubhe tuon and thus allow a 
tial by Press for verdict The Council of the All India Muslim 
Leigue and mysclf will always give our bust considerilon to any 
proposal that may be mide by the Congress or the Working 
Committee officially — API 
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109. “Is!tam A Complete Code Of Life”? — “Flag of ML 
is Flag of Islam’! 


As the Doon Express stcamcd into the Gaya Ratlway Station 
with a slow gliding mouon 1n the carly hours of the momung of 
New Ycar’s Day, the crowd of tens of thousands that had gathered 
on the platform and outside the station raised cnics of ‘Alah-o- 
Akbar’? which could be heard for miles around As Mr Jinnah 
landed on the platform with the winning smile playing about his 
lips the whole gathcring observed a respectful silence He was 
profuscly pg arlandced whilt he passed through the crowd to take his 
Scul in a especially decorated car Crics of League Zindabad,’ 
SSynpah Z7ind ibad and ‘istam Zindabid’? were incess untly raised 
The procession was picceded by a pilot motor cycle with the 
League Flag waving over his head, voluntecis on horseback, 
volunteers in umlorm and volunteers camying shining swords 
and League fligs Tb was a two mile long procession of shining 
swords and iW took over tice hours to pass through ws route 
which was) decorucd with gates, ospeciilly creetcd for the 
purpose and {fcstoons The cntie iratiic was suspended tor over 
thice hours and maunds of flowers conunuously rammed on him 
nN an incessant shower from above Gacat cnihusraism prev ulcd 
and the dcatenmyg cics of Allah o-AKbar and Jinnah Zindabad’ 
resounded throughout the route of the procession 

The pancda?l spectally creeted for the purpose was pickcd to 
capacity by Po pm Over 30000 prople fiom Gaya and the 
nughbounny places wore present Mer Jinnah who arived at 2 
pm, passed throurh the guard of honour presented by the Mushm 
National Guards who were equipped with swords He performed 
the flag homwting ceremony of the Mustint tf capue crescent and 
Star flag and was grcctcd with cries of Allah o-Akbar’ as he 
entercd the purdal Speci atiingemcnts were made tor a 
Mucrephone and loud speakers to make the procecdimgs audible to 
the audience Phe ladics wore accommodated behind purdas 

The proceedings commenced ut 2-15 pm Mr M A Ashique, 
President of the Gaya Muslim Leivuc, dwelt on the futility of 
introducing Mir Jimih for whom cvenmonc waited so long and 
felt great pride in finding Mr Jinnah in their midst) He then 
proposed diat Shit) Mubimmad Mustafa Rass should take the 
Chair He was scconded by Mo Shah Qusim-ud-Din Ahmad, 


‘Public specoh Star of dada LL Januar, 1938 


January 1938 221 


Scerctary of the Distmcet Muslim League, Gaya M_ Hafiz 
Muhammad Jafar opened the proceedings with a reciation 
from the Holy Quran which he ended with a prayer M Zafir-Ud- 
Din Shams recited asturmng pocm M_ Shah Sycd Qasim-ud-Din 
Ahmad read an address on behalf of the Muslims of Gaya 

Ihe following 1s the full text of Mr Jinnah’s reply to the 
address 


Mr Charmin Ladies and Genth ment Lot me conpr uli you 
all for this unique feature ftois the first public mecung of the 
Musilmans where arrangements have been mide tor the ladies J 
welcome the bidics who are taking part inthe mecung ind are siting 
behind the purdith We will be gre uly hindic apped inour work uf the 
ladies do not work shoulder to shoulder ab us The history of 
Islam as full of cycnts where the Muslim Tidics have taken achive 
yartin the pohtical economic social and educibonel atvabes The 
Rin Unit rocks the cradle rules the canpare ind the hand that rocks 
the cradle must be piven the fullest opportunity to Che parti: all 
our acuvibes Believe me penthunen tus fetlure has gaven mac 
uunost ple wure 


You hive given me ot welcome and presented me om address 
worthy of a hing Considcnng the warmth of your sentiments and 
alfecuon you have shown to me FT fel gic stiyv honoured Indeed | 
hivctken deeply moved by rdasphiv of your allecton To apprees ate 
the pinegyrics und the praises that hase been showered on met 
understind the spat and Uhe meaning of at The meaning is drat the 
Musalmians and the Muslim Loupe aeone They are united an oa 
body Talking of Gayi and this) pathermy, J should say) unat 
thousands pauthercd at the platfotii and took mein procession and 
thousands we sitting around me here ind have  capressed their 
fecding, through the address just now presented to mie Tt shows 
Uicy have understood the assue they are dighting for The Maus dinans 
hase understood the policy and uno programme of the Musthun 
League for which Toun working 


Islam a Complete Code 


The honour and ryaird which you hase shown to me as Mr 
Jmniub you Base shown them to the Musi beauc uid slim 
That rs you are showing Uiit you are wholchcitedly wath the 
Mushin Leapuc Todsy in this huge gathering you have honoured 
me by cntrusting the duly to untur) Une fy of the Muslim bcap uc 
the Nag of [slum for you cannot separate the Muslim League from 
Islam = Many pProple muisunderstind us when we talk of Islam 
parucularly our Hindu frends When we say This flag is the Mag 
of Islam they Gunk we are introducing rcligion into politics — a 
fact of which we are proud Iklim gives us acomplete code It as 
not only reliyion but a contiims Nims plnlosophy and politics 
In facih om contuns cverydung bat matters to a min fron 
mormung to night When we talk of [slam we tike io as an all 
embracing word We do not mean any il will The foundavon of 
our Istamic code as that we stand for Iberty cquality and 
fraternity You have honourcd me by ashing me w unfurl this 
flig i have unfurled wt and am leaving this flag ain the sacred 
charge of the Muslims of Gaya and Bihar | want you and charge 
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you to prove that you are loyal to it Do you belicve that the policy 
and the programme of the Mushm Leaguc is to uphf the Mushms 
of India? iF so I appcal to every man woman and child to enhst 
m the Leaguc and work for 1 I would not pay any = emply 
comphmcents when I say, and I can say it with pride, that Gaya 
was the first 10 orgimse J have notwd that Gayais the first city in 
Bihar where a brinch of the Muslim League was cstablished 
before tt was ustablished anywhere else But this is not cnough 
Duk Door Ast (Det 1s sull far off) We are sull on the fringe of 
the business The task to orgamse 9 crorcs of Muslims 1s a 
stupendous task as 1 said But God willing I fecl confident, we 
shall be able Lo organise sooner than many people think 


To Bring Congress to its Scnses 


The sccond task is how to make the High Command of the 
Congress to come down to the mpht path sec Uhcre are many 
Hindu friends in this gathering Po weokome my Hindu frends that 
are here Neither the Mushim Leupue nor} as ats servant desire 
to fight agamstour Hindu brethren Our object 1s that the Congress 
should come to its senses) Phe Congress docs not represent all the 
Hindus but a docs represent a large body of the Hindus We are 
trying to convert the thieh Commiind of the Congress Wes are 
trying to mike the anichigent Hindus to understand Unit it is not 
wr the anterest of the community or im theinterest of the country to 
pursue a policy which is ruinous You must stop your High 
Command from pursuing a policy dctnmental to you 


What as the Leuguc doing’? That is apparent from whe pohcy 
and programme of the Muslim League TI chatlenge anybody to say 
that ors not full blooded nationalist programme The Congress 
has got its own dicuonary When we say and puss resoluuon — as 
we suid in April 1936 — that under the present condiuens of our 
country we would ublise the provincial part of the consutuuon for 
whiatitis worth we meuntait But the Congress passed a resolugon 
saying thal ticy wiuntd to wreck it while what they meant all the 
time was to work at Phattooas du difference when the Congress 
says that they would destroy impenahsts princes cupitalisis 
and the zanundus When dhe Congress says that uo means which 
his now been proved drat they would never alienate the 
mmperiitist dhe princes the capitahsts and the samindars 


Whal we are struggling for so far as iho Mustims and thc League 
are concomced? The difference between the High Command and 
ourselves is us — we want the High Command tocome down on 
eanth We wint tiem not to shut their cyes to realitics and not to 
protund of cvade or refuse to understand that in this country situated 
aswe arc Une are minorities The minoritics must be won over by 
pivingg Ulenr proper security That as ui question of qucsuons 

henever you succeed in saring your focling of insecurity im this 
vast continent the Congress High Command considers that ats of 
no consuyucnce By uhar words and acuons they tend not only to 
dissiusfy but to ere ae doubts and to create fears in the minds of the 
Muslims From day to day Uy arc pursuing a policy which would 
completly shatur any hope of real sciduiment 


Blhar Muslim MLAs Must Join League 


To come back to the Muslim League 1 have appealed that every 
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man, woman and child should enhst us a member of the League 
I any that — a very sad and distressing situauon thal I witness in 
the Bihar Leapislature is ths thal our represcntatives retumed 
by the Mushim votes divided — why? But there itis Why? I 
venture to) appeal to the Muslim reprosenmtauves of the Bihar 
Assembly Uiat ibis high ume that dicy should set a beter Ccxumple 
to die Mushms of Bihar The few thal they arc they can show by 
standing as one united party under the banner of the All India Muslim 
League they [their] strength of uic Muslims of Bihar Ibas for you 
to make them sce and understand it In conclusion I once more 
think you for the address A lirge part of the audience may 
not hive understood what | said Thercfore I shall uy to cxplain 
wha IT said in my broken Urdu 


The following 1s the text and translation of his Urdu speech 


Brethren my knowledge of Urdu as very fragmentary but it as 

my duty to cxpliun something m Urdu Tins is what the Musiim 
League is doing, Today we are cntcring a mew crt Theo old times 
havc changed ou know Unit the new constluuien has come and 
another miy comm m the course of & few yours The Government 
consututed under the new consutuuon aoa Government of the 
Myorty and by the Mayorty Ho othe Govcmuncent cain be formed 
only by the M yoruy pouty Unit Mayorty meus Hinds 9 Your 
representatives Wall be std) ona Minonty ne mitter whatever 
percenibe they be What we ue otraid of as dus thre af only a 
fajorty can form oa Government and that Myon means 
Hindus your representatives wall not be able to protuct your 
interest, (ry however much thev may Phe Congress siys thal 
thy will protect the interest of the munontucs without the 
imtervention of consttuuoenil safeguards Bur when we look to the 
histones of the countmes such aw th USA South Afri 
Crechoslov akia ond Fyypt we orc distlusioncd Tho myht of the 
minomtics not protected by the consuitubon wiclds hulle respect 
What hipponed to the minoriucs m_ those countnes? How can the 
Miyorty Cammamity enjoy our confidence? 


Hliadu Water and Vlustim Water 


There is nothing m= conimon between us Our old philosophy 
of fe as well as our rchgion and linguage are different Hindu 
water and Muslim witur we common cnough cries heard at all 
rulway stubons Tt shows that we do not dank cach others water 
We want unat we boing im a minority should be given s ifeguards 
for we know inp America sSclf government and democratic 
goverment moun a govermmmoent of the white people that as the 
majonty The Negroes hase no mght to vote and arc treatcd hke 
slaves We know thitifwe do not wake upintime we may lose The 
Caste system cstablishced about onc thous ind ye irs ago 1s sull pong 
strong and the untouchables arc an outstanding = dlustriuen ain 
history how those in power persecute those under uiuir power The 
consuluuon may cause some temptition in the beginning, but what 
Provincial Aulonomy means is this it ws not our Govemment Ibis 
not cven a Govemment by the Congress but at is Government 
by othe British Goscrmunent and whatever btde cxpermnee we have 
of as working ati has further sencd to strengthen this conclusion 
We must — Hindus and Muslims both — get somcthing which 1s 
uscful for ibofus 
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Bande Matauram has been made anational song despite Mushm 
oppositon The Congress can impose its other wishes in similar 
manncr provided the Governor docs not stop it But af he docs not 
ty to mterfere the matter ends and the Congress hive us day 


‘The Muslim League is now fighting to so protect. the rights 
that none may crush and none may be cmishcd Even many 
Hindus agree with us but thar voices do not count The ee 
Command of the Congress 1s in an intoxicated stale and consider 
themselves to be the monarch of the ume The only way open 
for us now ts to unite and offer a united front and work togcudicr 
has to this cnd that we are trying and we want all Muslims_ to 
come under one flag — the Mag of the Mushm Leijue — the Mag 
of Istam) — so that we all may be one 


Youth May Right Elders 


Afier Mr Jinnah’s speech was over, the address of the Mushm 


Students Federation was read out in Urdu Mo Jinnah replying, 
said 


My young fnends what can Full you? | am very glad uhat in 
your address you say this The individuals of our student 
commuanily are often called reresponsible unexpertcnecd superhie ral 
observers cndowed with tumporary cnthusiism  undascrphned 
reachonarics blind followers of the West innes uors ind by such 
other synonymous expressions This win fact what b was pong to 
tell you Teas rather ot difficult task for any man to convince the 
youth because the youth is a muxture of so many chements lull of 
droims surc of cverydung he is amuixture ed so mins cloments and 
so contradictory Urat to comvert him asthe most difficult of all the 
problems This as the greatest uibute big ply tome But we want 
to assure you Ural in the present troubled state of our country your 
guidance has divcrticd the preat storchouse of the natural dy aamic 
powcr af our con,enial tendencies into a chime) where prom iture 
responsibility suddin contungencics orduned by divine destuny 
converts yuyenile oampnalence into mature wisdom uid 
irresponsibility ante Serousness Well dream your dreams have 
your visions indulge an what elderly people call folly Tt is by 
indulging am follies that we tearm wisdom If 2 have converted 
your wresponsrbilily imtoo sermousiess more tian half the battle is 
wor DTosty it not because as people ue wont to say The students 
of today are ie kaders of tomorrow but because you Nase thie 
advantage of learning the Knowled,e You students cquipped is you 
am you can af you will abondon arresponsibiliy and take to 
scniousness then you can bang the scrile who are nat loHowing 
Une right course to the might course You say in your tddress We 
bey to assure you that he humble offermy of our wuc feclings of 
esteem re, at ind rppreeation will not bo made by mere words but 
by cur decds 9 Studentsof the Fedcrinon prove Mby your decds 
T bless you and bid vou Godspecd ind may God bless you’ 


Mr Mubarak Nawab then road an addicss on behalf of the 


Muslim Students Club The following i the full text of Mr 
Jinnah’s reply 
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Genticmen 1 have prichcally cxhausted mysclf FE want to say 
a few words for your club The first Uiing is diat ] have not sccn 
eur club As Tunderstand the club owtois a very cxcellhent idca 
tas a@ mehum of mictny, peopl under the most imformal 
cucumstances Where Ctch meumber as not the gucst of another but 
ao member of the club whore he belongs lo the club and the club 
belonzys to him The ume spent in indoor guncs ind outdoer g uncs 
provides opportuniuics Of leaming eliur people s thoughts and of 
making fricndships which may dist your hfletune But above all 
when the clubs grow you know that in une history of many naiuons 
Uny are mikers and breakers of cmpires Although you muy not 
Teach that stage you may still be a powcr to be reckoned with 


After Mr Jinnah’s reply he was picsented a copy of the Holy 
Quran and a praycr carpet with an address 
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110. Jubbulpore By-Election ‘Vote for? ML Candidate’ 


Jubbulpore, January 10 Mr M A_ Jinnah has issucd the 
following appcal in connection with a by-election in the Central 


Provinces 


T appeal to all the members of the Muslim Leaguc and cvery 
Mushm who is awcell wisher of the community to support and vole 
for Muster Wah Muhammad who his been adopted by the Muslim 
Leaguc Parlunintary Boird of the Central Provinces At Uus 
critical yuncture the solidarity and unity of the cammunity 1s 
absolutcly csscntial ind Fo most fervenuy hope that my appeal 
will sccure your wholchcancd support ind thus we may uphold 
the prestige of the AH India Mushm i Yue 


"Statement Stur of dadus 12 January 1938 


January 1938 227 


111 Appeals Gaya Mushms—Follow Prophet's Example 
and “Stand United’? Behind ML! 


Gaya (By Mail) A mammoth meciuing of the Muslims of Gaya 
was held in the Juma mosque on January 2 at2 pm The mosque 
was packed tocapacity and special arrangements were made for 
the Purdanashin ladics on the balcony The mosque was 
tasicfully decorated and fitted with a microphone The Hon’able 
Syed Hossain Imam, Member, Council of Statc, was proposed by 
Mr Ashique Warsi, Advocate, and seconded by Mr Shah 
Qasim-ud-Din, Pleader, to prcside 

Hafiz Muhamm td Jafar give a iccmauon from the Holy Quran 
and ended with a prayer Mr Jinnah then stood up to speak in 
Urdu He said 


T appeal to you to study und try to understand the progr umime 
and the policy of the Mustin bo igue The old times hive aA) inged und 
the fate of our communily hangs raithe babanee our pobuc al struggle 
iobeset with difficulty and is net an cisy affar We cannot 
Keomphsh anything ina hurry During the two days thar P have 
buen here you hase proved to me Ural you have enthusr asm and you 
hase powcr but this alone wall not help us unless itis put in proper 
direction The work we are doing can be Themed to a gune of chess 
My submission as) where there ae oce astons for a displiy of 
enthusiasm and there arc soll other occasions for an excercise of 
cool judgment The two oceasions are sepurite from cich other 
The present me demands our coolest judgment Our prominent 
ned ws to unite the Mushims We should ruse one voice and offer 4 
united front without which wo cunmoet succeed 


Yosterday you granted me the honour of unfurling the flag I 
have unfurled st and am Icayving at to vour sicmd charge This flag 
symbohses your honour the honour of the Mushms and the honour 
to Islam) The flag of the Muslim Le aguc is the A rs of Istam This 
wWonot a new thing [tors therc since ue Test 1300 years But it 
hid for some tume past Fallon into oblivion To rase uns flay 1s to 
elevate our honour To am leasing atin your hinds The only way 
now open to Muslims who sincerly want to help onc another 1s 
lo colist uicmsclyces a8 members of the Muslim Le wgue wherein hes 
not only the salvation of our community but also the salv aon of 
our country We shall bring home to our Hindu brethren the 
advantage of this orgumsaton today tomorrow of the day after 
Mushm Leiapuc as) an all India pohucal organisation of the 
Mushms and itis your duty to enlist yourselves as its members 


Our Prophet was a Minority of ane 


In vicw of the low percentige of the Mushms not only in your 
Province but also m the other provinces which comcs to 25 per cent 


‘Public speech Star of India 13 Januiry 1938 
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m the whole of India, we want to protect our mghis undcr the new 
Constituuon wherever the Hindus are in 4 mayonty FI am sorry to say 
that even our rcprescentatives in the Assembly are disunitcd Thi 
would not conduce to our honour If some Muslims go to the 
Congress sidt the Hindus would claim that the Muslims arc with 
them There would be sull others who would go w the side of the 
Governor, but no advantage would come out of wu Tt would make 
a world of difference if they all unmiti& and form a compact body 


“Surely our percentage 1s low but that alone should not pive us 
any cause for anxicty Thirttcn hundrcd years ago our Prophet 
(Pcace be upon him) preached his faith when there was no Muslim 
In 20 years ume our Prophet (peace be upon him) had spread not 
onty his fath in Arabia Egypt and Europe butalso brought them 
under his suscrammty If a single Mushm cin do all this what is it 
which 9 croscs of Muslims cannot do Tf dic Muslims have cver been 
discomfited it was by another Muslim And I say if you stand 
united there is no powcr on carth which cain suppress or oppress 
you 


Thereafter the Hom bie Mr Hossam Imam spoke for a short 
whilc 
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112 Warns Against “Congress Policy in Seven Provinces’”! 


New Delhi, January 30° The mecung of the Muslim League 
Council was adjoumed ull tomorow alter various proposals for 
the resiorauon of the Shahidgany mosque were heard No final 
decision has been taken on the subject It is understood that the 
Mushm Leaxzue’s views on the subject will be embodicd in a 
resolunon tomorrow To meet Mr M A’ Sinnah, Nawabsada 
Liaquat Ali Khan gave today an ‘At Home’ which was largely 
allo ndcd 


Welcome Address to Mr Jinnah 

Nearly 20 O00 people were present at a mecting at which an 
address of welLome was picscnicd to Mr M A Jinnihon behalf 
of the Delhi Provincial Mushm League Begum Muhimmad Alt 
presiding The address iclered to Mr Jinnah’s high and 
consistent political rfeas as well as a complete absence of 
Scliish motives im all he had done for the adv incement of Indian 
Mushms It pid a tribute to him for the mdefatigable efforts 
which he was making to bing the whole Muslim India on one 
pladiorm by resuscitiing the Lewguc and acknowlcdgcd Mr 
Jinnah as the undisputed leader of the Muslims Phe address 
mfcircd to the qucstion of Shahidgany mosque and hoped that 
Mr Jianah would bring into play his political sagacity and Iegal 
ability for the restoration of the masque to Muslin and assured 
him of the wholechcarted support of Oclht Musiims in the matter 


Mr Jinnah’s Reply 

Replying Mr Jinnah said that the Congress policy in the seven 
provinces where at had formed Goverment should give the 
Mustims some idca of what ts ulumate object was The Mushms 
numerically, educationally and econonucally were miferor to the 
Hindus and if they wanted to have an honourable existence and 
have some say inthe alfams of the country, Mr Jinnah said, they 
should do all in thair power to attain solidarity and unity He 
wanted to wam them in ume against the Congress attitude which 
had convinced him that the nghts of Mushms were not safe in 
the hands of the Congress 

Mr Jinnah added that the League was sulla baby and if it was 
carefully nursed, there was no reason why ut should not attain the 
Stature of a full-grown person in a short time ond become as 


'Pubhe addross Star of India 31 Janutry 1938 
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powerful as any other similar organisation in the country He 
claimed that if was through the help and co-operation of Mushms 
in the past that the Congress had carved out its present position 
and felt sure that if all the Mustims rallied round the League, ut 
would become cquully powerful When that stage was reached, 
he would tell them what to doin the casc of Palestine and the 
Shahidgany Mosque Mr Jinnah concluded his speech with a 
note of optumism as regards the futurc of the Leaguc and 
through that of Musitm India, and said that hrs optimism was 
based on numerous signs of awakening among Muslims —API 
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113 Given ‘Full Powers”? to Negotiate with Nehru! 


Monday At today’s mecung of the council of the All India 
Muslim League, Mr MA _ Jinnah, the Preside wt, woos 
understood, stated that he had received a Ietter from Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru Should an opportunity of meeting the 
Congress President occur, he wished to know on what lines the 
discusstons should take place 

A mcmber from Lucknow, wt 1s understood, wantcd to know 
the contents of the letter but Mr Jinnah regretted his inability to 
divulge the contents as the Ictier was confidential The reply 
he had sent was also confidential The mectuung, Woas further 
understood, unanimously vested in Mr Jinnah tull powers to 
hold discussion with Pandit Nehru on any Lincs which he 
thought fit Mr Jinnah said that he would appreciate suggestions 
from members of the Council The demands suggested were, it 
is understood, more or less the same as the League has already 
pul forward 

The Council met in private An amusing incident occurred al 
the morning session) Wearing a shawl a man who appeared to 
be a visitor to Dclhi walked into the room where the meeting 
was In progress and sat down After a while the man was 
dctccted and pohtcly asked to go The intruder calmly asked his 
questioner to sit down as he was interested in the discussion 
and would leave when it was over It was after some persuasion 
that he left the room 


'News report Statesman 1 February 1938 
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114. Addresses Aligarh Students — “British Government 
Throwing Mushms to Wolves’! 


“Today primary | cugucs have been established almost tn every 
distnct, in every town, andcvery village They are gathering 
the precious stones, rubies, sapphires and diamonds, the scattered 
energies and talents of the Muslim community, and when you 
have got an arusuc jeweller to set them it will be a jowc! which 
you will be proud of ” This was the peroration of Mr MA 
Jinnah’s inspinng speech at the Muslim University Union in the 
Strachey Hall on the 5th February, 1938 Promincnt among 
those present at the meeting wore Nawabsada Ligquat Ah Khan, 
Secretary of the All India Muslim League, and Sir Zia Uddin 
Ahmad, Vice-Chancellor of the Muslim Untversity, Altgarh 


Mushm Youth’s Sensibility 


Mr Jinnah on msing to spegk was profuscly gatlundcd by the 
Umon Ministry He began by saying that he did not know how 
to thank them forthcir reception Elo swaid 


You Mr Prosident have showered pruses upon me But what 
has really strated meas the mess iyye of hope you have given 
me and the spint of youth you hive smpurtcdtome ff you arc half 
as dcturminced tomthe sacriice which creates Sancuoen behind us 
Wf you are hulfias walling to serve first Of all Musaloians and) then 
the country as you would hive me believe the futur of our 
community as assured Let us first lear to Jook after ourselves and 
thon you will be able todook after others TPwant to ti you Facts 
You Mr President hase said) the Musiiunas bor free When was he 
free? In dus country ao any cate we hase been staves for [90 56 ars 
Idont wantio dishearten you Toun glid to know that the Mushm 
youth as propard to share senile wisdom and to replace mere 
shubboledis and slogans by some sense of pracue i] responsibility I 
wink you ta study and ubink and realise your respossatoatity 


Jumdaud Din Ahmad id) Speeches and Veriteigs of Mr Jiuinak ope 
pp BQ Pioneer CM bahabadd) 9 Bebruuy 1938 and Star of dmdia 14 
chruirmy 1938 publishod abbrowiiled versions of the speech 


Jmnvho oacompinkd by Lisquat Abo Khan had roahed Abparh on 5 
February and was escorted at the railway staten by the Unicermuy Vice 
Chancellor scult  dheustnds of studcnis and members of public to the 
campus Tinie an the Sirahey BaP he delved the above specch The 
Procussion from the roiwoy stiten which hid wcompiuied him was as 


Teported urprocedented im ats sive in the history of Aliyiurh Sue Adgara 
Alaslen C niversity Gaeta NoOlLIE Nad s&s Pobruary 1938 
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Personal Reminiscences, Lucknow Pact and After 


Mr Jinnah next struck a= personal note and recalled the 
Lucknow Pact! with which he had been so closely associated It 
was based on a small stcp forward towards scelf-govcernmcnt 
Since 1924 the Musalmans have not been behind any other in 
their honest desire for full sclfi-govemment In this matter there 
was no difference But the basic principle so far both of the 
Congress policy and the League pohcy had been that the nghis 
and interests of all the munoritics must be salcguarded in any 
consutution by whomsoever framed Many efforts had been 
made since 1924 ull the Round Table Conference to scttle the 
Mushm-Hindu question 


At that ume sud Mr Jinnth there wis ne pride in me and I 
uscd to beg from the Congress [ worked so incessantly to bring 
about arupprochament that a newspaper remorked that Mr Jinn ii 
isnever tired of Hindu Mushin univ But bo reused the shock of os 
my Jife at the mectings of the Round Table Conference In the face 
of danger the Hindu sentumant the Hinduoimind the Hindu attitude 
Ad me to the conclusion Unit there was no hope of unity Tick very 
xessamishic about my country Phe position wos most unfortunate 

he Musilmins were Tike the No Mins Land uny were kd by 
cather Une Plunkeys of the British Government or the caunp followers 
of the Conpress Whenever attempts wer mids to ory imse the 
Mustims toadics ind flunkeys on the onc hand and traitors an the 
Congress camp on the other frustrated une efforts To began to fel 
that nother could To help India nor change the Thndu mentality 
nor could To make the Musialmans realise Uhr prec anous | position 
IT felt so dis appoimted and so depressed that Po decided to settle down 
in Londen Not that PF did not fove India but 1) felt utterly hiclpless 


See appendix Ho for ats text Tt was reached at Lucknow in 1916 betwoon 
the Muslim. League and the Congress Ied respectively by Jinnah and Gandhi 
Broad provisions of the Pact were That Mushms would have thar scparate 
system of voung called Ure separate  ciectorite ind wophtipe of 
feprescntation ans the Central and Provincial Iegislitures where they 
constituted aminormnty Hindus would be allowed sumilar weightage in the 
legislatures of the Punyib and Bengal This list provision nullified in cffect 
the advantage Of the marginal Muslim miyorty in these two provincial 
Jeguslatures and tumcd them ante a munority here as well 


The present Raja of Mihmudibid Muhammad Sulaiman told the editor of 
this volume when he called on toni at Mahmud thad House in Lucknow in 
February 1991 bised on the information given him by np cider thal the 
Pact was nepotiatedin that scry promises in 1916 and that it was only CR 
Das (1870 1925) who hid persuaded the reluctant Hindu Ieadcrs to sign it 
According to a Bengali writer) Das was a parly to the yornt session of the 
Congress and the Muslim | « igue at Lucknow in 1916 and for the drawing up of 
the Lucknow Pact PC Koy Chiudhury C & Das and fis fumes Cheeta 
Book House Mysore 1979 p 77 
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IT kept in touch with India At the end of four years I found that 
ihe “Musalinars wore in the greatest danger 1 made up my mind 
lo come back to India as I] could not do any good from London 
Having no sanction behind me I was m the position of a beggar 
and recoved the weatment that a beggar deserves 


1935 Negotiations and Provincial Liections 


“Then in 1935. I entered into negouauons with the President 
of the Congress A formula was evolved bul the Hindus won't 
look at wa In 1936 1 said to the Congress ‘Never mind what was 
donc stop this bitter controversy over the Communal Award 
Good bad or indifferent ki w stand in the absence of an agreed 
soluuon Let us face the bigger issucs But when J fclt I had 
exploited every method of bringing about unity J turncd round to 
sec What the actual situason demmdcd IT saw that the new 
constitulon was coming From 1924 to 1936 it came to this — 
nothing doing In shece desperation TP called the session of the All 
India Mush Leospuc in April 1936 and the Leapuc decided to 
contest the clechons an the provinces There was opposiion from 
every direcuon — frons the Congress from miny of our own 
people With no primary orginisiuons ind wah very inidcquale 
resources the League fought ude clucuons and achicved a 
considerable measure of success But soll in some of our own 
myority provinces there was no Mushin Letgue purty However 
working with detminguon and persevcerame since April 1936 we 
have achieved something wlich rw wonderful (Cheers) 


Muslim Position Recapitulated 


“Let ous recapitulate our posimon Firstly there was the 
bureaucracy Uncy felt that they hid) acquired a prescripuve ripht 
over the Musdraiins They sud Well af dus Jinnth fellow comes 
Muslims wall be out of our hinds ft his happencd so Phe 
Musalmans think God are today out of thar hands But power 
has now passed lo a cerlam cxleml mto the hinds of the nmiyority 
community Ttas now clair diac the Britussh Govornment shows no 
Stipns of coming to the help of Mustuns but ois throwing diem 
to the wolves Tun pial so fir so pood To a sery greal extent the 
Mushm League his freed uic Mus iia ins fram uhe clutches of the 
Bntsh Government But now there is anotherpower which claims 
to be the successor of the Batsh Govemment Call it by whatever 
mame you hke but ats Pada and Hindu Gov emment 


‘Polhucal  languye is woolly and muisleiding 1 shall speak 
Plainly Whit is) the aturude of the Congress? It may be summed 
up thus The Muslin Lo wue is composed of toacdics it is a 
reactionary body it as in alhance wath ue imperialistic power 
That is how they denounce the Mustin bcague Well what has the 
Laague donc? Tho League deqadkd wath repard to the prev ahing 
conditions that the Provincial Consutunon should be ubhscd for 
what al was worth On the olthur hind the decision of the 
Congress was to wrnek the Consutution The Congress did not have 
Pabence with the oe Which had alatca a full blooded 
navion ubisue programme We were trying to make the Muslim Lea,ue 
completly representative of the Mushm community Lo was 
nusrcepresented and moaliyacd in the Congress press [owas dubbud a 
commun tlist They saint Well Jinnah may bo all mght bur he as 
surrounded by toadis and flunkuys who will swallow him) up 
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Eve ume some plausible excuse was made to ignore the 
Muslims The Congress wicd to poison the nunds of our youth and 
delude them into the behicf that the Congress stood for compicte 
independence and would remove poverty and hunger But what 
were really thor designs? They wantcd certain assurances from the 
Bnush Government which they fulekd to get They are not only 
uuhsing but working the very constitution they had so vehemently 
professed to wreck To the Muslims ihcy gave all sorts of silly 
assurances In one province the Congress Premier went to. the 
extent of declanng that he would Jay down his very hfe if a single 
brick of a mosque Were touched That) sounded very noble But 
what actually happencd? In that very province wiz, Bihar the 
cumulatiyc sysitm of voling his been tuken away with the result: that 
no Muslim was ciecked in the last clecuon We therefore cannot 
depend upon assurances ind goodwill In poliucs goodwill) and 
love and affection and regirdcan only be duemonsirited when you 
are strong Pcopk know how to touch your weak points or if you 
hke your strong points When you arc told of this heart rending 
hunger and poverty when somebody comes and tly you Oh 
what as the use of anvUung? Lot us remove these tppalhing 
condinons The Congress as strugetimy to achicsc independence 
and to cstublish a communistic ind) soaqciiltsta govemment The 
ceononnc issue as the only issuc that faces us — you wall be 
moved Tconfess Po omysclf sonmumes feel moved This his bean 
comstindy dimned into the cars of the youth When you tink you 
will be able to desuey the British Government the 4 tmindars the 
capitalists with onc suoke eter to the conditions of Lurope In 
Germiny Hatlerism came into cxistence because of Soci istic and 
commiunistic Movements So did Fascism mse in Haly Whitas the 
fight in Spain about? Hts the same issue When the question was 
ul to the Prosident of the Congress as to when he would be able to 
wifi) Uns wonderful programme he snd wathan my hfcume and 
addled when we live ceptured power we wall destroy this 
constitution not by the quill pen But the queshon i how long 
wil he hold the quill pen or rather the med pon which he is 
doing at present’? (Laughter ) 


We an India hive been brought up om the triditions of the 
Brush Parhamentiry democricy The constitution foisted on us is 
also modded more or less on the Brivish pattern But there rs in 
essential difference between thie body politic of dus country and 
What of Bntan Phe mayornty ind minomty parties in Britain arc 
allcrable thar complexion and strength offen chinge Today it as 
a Conscervatise Gosemment tomorrow Liberal und the day after 
Labour But such is not ue case with Indii Here we (inc a 
permanent Hindu moayorty and the rest are iminonmtes winch 
cannot within any concunable period of time hape to become 
majonues The mayoriy can afford to assume ot non communal 
libel but ato remiums cxclusively Hindu in ats spirit and action 
The only hope for minors is to organise Lhomschycs and secure 
a dcifimte share in power lo safeguard Una rights and antercsts 
eee such power no constitunon can work successfully in 
ndia 


My appeal to you is come to ihe plitturm of the League If 
Musliuns are united the sciument will come sooner than you 
Hunk You will have cstublishcd your clam to achive freedom 
After a few months work the Leaguc’s mime is known im every 
comer of Indha Lakhs of poople ire yorning uo Even those who 
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are against us will rcalise that they are undcr a scnous delusion 
and their only course 1s to join the League and make the 
Musalmans speak with one voice (Chccrs) 


What Muslim League has Done 


“What the Lcaguc has done is to sct you frce from the reacuonary 
elements of Mactan and to create the oppmeon that those who play 
their scifish game are tranors ht has certainly frecd you from that 
undesirable clement of Maulvis and Maulanas I amnot speaking of 
Maulvis as a whole class Thcre are some of them who are as 
Patriouc and sincere as any othcr, but there 1s a secon of them 
which 1s undesirable Having freed ourselves from the clutches of 
the Briush Govcrnmcnt the Congress the reacuonaries and so calicd 
Maulvis, may [ appeal to the youth to cmuancipale aur womcn 
This is essential Pao not mean that wearcto ape the evils of the 


West What I mcan is that they must sharc our hfe notonly social 
but also political (Cheers) 


“The personnel of the Leiguc is fur from being perfect fl 1s no 
use muking allcgitions its no use tHing me tus min is bad or 
that man 1s undesirable Wo you are really in ecarncst your only 
course 18 to join the League and make improvements 1 am 
convinced and you will agree wath me that the Conyrcss policy 
to divide the Muslims ameng themsclscs It is the same oid 
wcucs of the Bntsh Govemment They follow the policy of their 
misters Dont fall inte the trap This ioe momentof life and death 
for the Musilinins Takeo at from me Ube unless there is umity 
among the Mushms at any cost they wall be lost Tf our house 1s 
defective we must set ia mght ourselyces ff you support us we wall 
Sct mo right ourselves as we dike and desire 


Harnessing Viushm Power 


Mr President oT have sccomed from you today the greatest 
moss ie Of hope March forward and no powcr on carth cin resist 
you fC find an front of me the finest reenuting ground Lakhs are 
Teady to serve the pliform amd flig of the AM India Mushm 
League To mike a good cfficient soldier you at Toast require a 
yest To make a good subiltem oat toast five years are required 

seo cnormous powcr bitent in diese people The stige has been 
mor casily reached thin the stipe of harnessing, them and 
mobihsing them ond making them a politcal army What as the 
difference bewween the Hindus and the Muslims? [Tf Wardha 
mokes any decision and assucs orders tomorrow millions) of 
Hindus wall follow and obey EF ook you suppose the Mtusiim 
Loague wore to issue ny ornkr whit > w Ho hiuppen to ot? We 
are not sufficiendy cqurpped and iruncd and therefore at wall be 
difficulk to produce dikhs of Mushms to carry out orders The 
British Govcruncnt is always Uunking of whit the Congress 15 
doing whats gom, lo be Une repercussion of the Briush pehcy 
in the Congress camp But will the Brush Government think of 
you’ No because you are not an orjumsed power Therefore 
desclop your power ind cstablish your solidanty The Muslim 
Le ngucs duturmincd to win frecdom but at will be a frecdoni not 


only forthe strong nd the domimant but also for the weak and uie 
suppressed (Prolonged applause ) 
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115 Addresses Haryans Described *“‘Champron of 
Minorities’? 


{Aligaurh, February 7] Mr Jinnah addressed a mammoth 
meetung of the citizens at the City School grounds = ycsterday? 
[6 February] The assembl ige included several hundred Haryans 
on whose behalf an addiess) was presented, saying that Mr 
Jinnah was the champion of the minontucs who demanded a place 
in the sun 

The Distnct Board also presented an address to Mr Jinnah Later 
a Sword of Islam’ was presented to him which he kissed and 
accepted In the aftemoon he visited the nurghbourmng villages 
where he addressed mectings 7? Mr Jinnah left for Bul indshahr 
this morning alter unfurling the League Mag over the University 
Union Hall 


‘Press repo Piwnecr 9 February 1938 
7The text Of this address is not traccable 


*Apparently these addresses were not reportcd in wie press hence their texts 
are aJso not available 
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116. Regrets Bose's Press Interview' 


New Delhi, }cbruary 9 In the course of a talk to the 
Associated Picss representuuive, Mr M A Jinnah said that he had 
received Ieticrs both from M Gandhi: and Pandit Jawaharlal in 
connection with the proposed communal parlcys and he would 
reply tothem tn duc course But as they were of a confideniial 
nature, he was not in 4a position to disclose their contents 

Referring to Mr Subhas Bose s recent press intervicw in 
which the President clect of the Congress is reported to have said 
“What the League wants IT really do not know ’ Mr Jinnah sard 
that he was astonished to read it and added “T think it 1s the 
business of every tuc nationalist Indiin not only to study, but 
concentrate his mind on the problem of minorities in this Country 
Mr Bose seems to have very defimte opmions on so many 
problems facing India and to lcamn from the President clect that 
he docs not know what Musalmans want is a miiticr of regret 
It only shows that even foremost Hindu Tcadcis are not really 
senous and this mentality i the same as Pt Jawaharlal Nehru 
displayed when be said dhithe did not Know whatthe argument 
was about’ Mr Jinnih concluded ‘You cannot solve this 
problem by ignonng ut, but by tackling i — API 


'Pressantersicw Pribuacte LO bCbru Ty T2as 
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117. Ahgarh Magasine — “The Voice of Muslim Youth’? 


Messuge 


New Delhi 
14th February 1938 


Dear M Nauman 


Tam enclosing the message herewith T wish the numbcr of your Magazine 
that you are bringing out cvcery success To hope ait will truly represent the 
voice Of the Muslim Youth and be an orgin that will advocate indupendcenily 
and fearlessly all the just gricvances of the students thar opimen and 
senuments and also Uncar Iegitumale aspirations 


Yours sincercly 
MA Juni 


"Message 14 February Mohammad Noman (cd), [he Muslim University 
Magazine, 1937 38 Vol 46 Nol Mustim University Press Aligarh 
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118. ML Council Elections — Asks Provincial Leagues to 
Name Their Representatives! 


Delhi, February 18) Mr M A Jinnah, President of the All 
India Muslim League, has 1ssucd the following statement to the 
Press 


“In the fast annual Session of the All India Muslim League it 
was decoded that all clecuons of delegates and members of the 
Counaul of the Allindia Muslim League shill be held in 
accordance with the provisions of the new Consutubion ind shall 
be intimated to the offtee of the All India Muslim League by 
January 20, 1938 The ume mentioned above wis cxtendd to 
March 31, 1938 an the last mecting of the Council held on 
January 31, 193% 


‘In my opinion it is imperative Uiat a) these Checuens should 
be held at as carly a date as possible so as to enable the Provincial 
Leagues to participate ino the Speciil Session under the new 
Consutubon of the League which as to be summonmd without 
dcliy to decile upon the find) dine of action on the Shalidy inj 
affairs Therciore | would suggest that dl the Prosancial Le apues 
should appl for affiliation with the mames of the President 
Sccrctary hd fiee bearers by March 15° 193% They should send 
the names of the members of the Council clectted by them by 
March 15) 1938 and list of delun utes by March 32° 1938 7) hope 
that every Provincial Le auc wall rise to the occ rion and send the 
mames of Uhuir representanyes to the Central Olfice  Ballimvaran 
Sucet Delt by the specified tume so that every provi may be 
adeguituly represented oan the forthcoming Special Session im 
which the mast sital issues are to be discussed — APT 


‘Press stalememt Slur of dadia 16 Eubruarny 1938 


April 1938 


119 “Musalmans Have Shaken off their Torpor’”! 


Ladics and Gentlemen! Aficr the list Annuil Scssion of the All 
India Mushm League which took placc on October 15° 1937 J 
should hke to place before you 4a bricf summary of the work done 
and the various cvcnts that hive occurred since You know that at 
the Jast session the Consutuuon and the Rules of the Al! India 
Mushm League wore overhaulcd and some very important changes 
were embodicd in them The new Constitution has now come into 
operauion and according to the resoluuon of the All India Muslim 
League Committees have been ippomed in various provinces to 
ornamec Provinciil and District Leapucs all over India and J am 
glad to tcll you that in cvcn province District Leo igucs havc been 
established and during the jast six months they have cnroled 
members not by hundreds not by thousands but by Tikhs Durnng 
mv tours in diftercal punts of India | found a tremendous politic 
awakoning and enthusiasm oumong the Musilmans ome there 1s 
alinost an insatitble desire umonyst the people to come under the 
banner of the AH india Mushim bc tjuc re cnormous miss of 
support that as: rallying around the policy and progeanune of the 
All India Muslim beoapue requires to be harnessed mobilized co 
ord nated ind controllicd Then alone with proper gurdince we 
shall achieve the goal for which we ure liphung 


We have to a corbun catent freed our people from the most 
undosinible reacuonary clements We hive in no sivall degree 
mmoved the unwholesome mfluence and fear of 4 certain section 
who used to piss off us Moauluiw ind Muulvas We hive mide 
Cfforts to like our women with us in our strugpic ind ino many 
plices Unat Tvasited they took qnormous ricrest und pirucip ited in 
vinous funcbons ad gatherings We havc to cuty on and mountun 
the policy and the programme of the Mushor League on a political 
plane ahin less than six months Wwe have succecadcd in 
orpamiing Musalmans all over India as they never were at any dime 
during the Tost century and a half They hase been gals aunized and 
awthoncd ino a omiannmer which has astounded and stippered our 
opponents Musalmins have shaken off Gur torpor and shed uber 
muscrable state of despusr and demorilzahon into which they were 
sunk so decp They arc beginning to realize Unit they aire a power 
They possess the surengt the potentiilues of which they lave not 
ct realized and if only uicy will take thaw affairs in their own 
inds and stind together united Utere is no powcr Urit can resist 
their will Tt as just sax months since the Annual Session of the 
League was neil at Lucknow The list Session will stand out as @ 
landmark m othe history of the Leayue Hos no caiggcriton to say 
that the Lucknow Session infused a new Life and spirit im dhe All 
Indta Mushm Le gue 


‘The cnthusiism tha was shown at Lucknow his becn kept up 
and the League haus been growing stronger ind stronger uvcery day 


241 


MA Jinnth Presidential Address Spectal Session, AU India Musiim League, 
C ak utta, 17 April 1938 The Althance Press Lid) 24 Theatre Road Calcutta 
Jinnah generally delivered his addresses cxtempore He would hive hardly 
ume to ,o through them before they were reported or published Hence the 


language of the report appears at places faulty 
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Before the Lucknow Scssion the Membership of the League ran in 
to several thousands but today there are hundreds of thousands of 
Musalmans who are under the Banner of the Lergue In ten out of 
the twelve Provinces all over India Provincial Leagues with 
numerous Primary and District Branches have cither bein formed 
of are in the process of Deine consinulced in accordance with our 
new democratic consutuuon [has expected that within a short ume 
there will be a hive and strong Provincia) Leaguc funchoning in 
every Province of India Todsy it can be said Ui every idan 
and patniouc Musalman is in the fold of die Muslim Lergue The 
Primary and Disunct Leagucs in the various Provinces arc vying 
with each other in the cnrolment of members Not very long ago 
there were innumertble plicus where thenime of the Le ipuc was 
not even heird bur todiy League s name is a houschold word in 
every Mushim home If we continue with the same cathusrism and 
vigour Wicre 16 nol the Teast doubt that the All India Muslin League 
will soon be a power to reckon with 


“The Council of ibe Alb india Mush Ceosguc hid decided to 
observe the U8th of February ow the Shifudpany Diy Meccungs 
were held all over the country and the reports that have been 
received ino uae office show thatthe League s word reached the 
far off cormmers of the country In practi illy cyery city ind lown 
and even in some villages the resoluuon of the League wis carnmud 
out [oam fully consctous dint today the Sirtidgang question 1s 
uppermost in Um mind of csery Musilniin throughout foeli e and 
there can be no doubt that the fechiog, and sentiment amongst thom 
as fare} genuine and sincere and there can be no queshen ubat the 
duemohnon of the mosque his decply wounded thar mhyrous 
suscepubilucs The avcrige min feels unit) thrs mosque was 
ruthlessly and mammal y destroyed Tt isto be regreticd that at great 
community Uke whe Sikhs should hive bec cumicd away and 
have resorted to die nithless acuon of demolishing the masque in the 
manner un which they did At the same time Prealize that cortain 
individuals on both sidcs were and fave been appressive to cach 
oticr and croatech 2 srtuaion which his involved the two greal 
communitics into the postbon of aniumpisse Pdeplore the excesses 
committed on both sides und deeply rmgyret the loss of hyes of 
Innocent mumbers of both the Communtcs and duepree te Ute resort 
to amecthods which resulttdin ce stroying aimocomt bsves The question 
viewed un us true porspecuse is very cuy of soluuen orf only bath 
the communitics will roulive thew mord obligiton io cach oulur 
and put down cortunm mischievous ind aggressive clumenmis hat 
make the task more difficult for oan honourible scudement I 
appeal to the leaders of the Sukh community to mse ibose the 
qucsnon of prosupe or amouur propre and ] advise Uic Mus almains 
while recognizing thar deep Fes ee ind shanng Uioir religous 
suscepubiucs which Phase no doubt we genuinely and decply 
wounded torablee tha the way to a sctilcount wo onot rmiched b 
ditition from one conmmunity to the other The Council of the sth 
India Muslin League fas already passed a resolution to which I 
would driw the utention of the dole, wes present here Et runs as 
follows 


In sicw of the duction of the Punjab Pronicr cxpressing his 
Foddiness to rosayn crenaf the moyerity of die Muslim moatbors give 
Uo verdict dis tpproving of fas scion Corestatowed in dus recent 
pronouncement with ropard to the Shihidpany question the Councsl 
Totliac thatthe moun burdon and f spousilality Tests with the Musiim 
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representuuves of the Punyib Legistiture and the public pencrally 
The Council appreciate dhat the gravity and the nature of the assucs 
involved are present to the nund of Sir Sikander Hy itt) and his 
Govemmaent, Ue asssurince giscn byhium in dus pronounccnint of 
his making an Camest allunipt bring about an honour ible setUcment 
of the question is the bestcourse in the opimien of Une Council and 
in Uns direcuon lies the way of restonmnyg and securing a permancnt 

ace and goodwill between the two greil sister Commu ilies, 
Riochars and Sikhs whose moral responsibility to cich other whose 
interest and welfare and the larger antercst of the Province and the 
counuy demand diet with Choir great history orelisen and traditions 
hohind thom they should rise sbowc the serchets of Judicial DPribunals 
and the devisions of legislatures and Government and rise to 
the @ecasion and come to in honourable setlement of uci own, 
that failing such oa desidceratum ef mutual areement of the paruics 
concemmed which wall be most unfortunete the Council note wrth 
great SatiesfPicuon Ua determiniten of the Punyib Goverment Uiat at 
will not fail to explore ind exhaust all constitutional avenucs open 
lo them to find a satusfuwtory aid just solutiod of the problunt to 
whieh Council are pled they we already applyanp themsclyes and 
tbat while the dined ocision ws lo Une policy and the ling of wuon 
can only be decided by the ALL India Riwslii Leipue the Council 
in the mieuntime ure walling und ready to render ab the assistinee 
and hulp ucy can towards the solunon of the mater 


it as) now for you lidhes and gentlemen to give your most 
amuious Consider iuen to this question of Shahudg ang und) determine 
upon the poley and hneel whon iit may Scum proper to you 


Work inside the Legistaturcs 


There are Muslim Lois Puties functiomng inside scvern OuL 
of the levcn Provincial Legistatures Phe barge m yoruy of Muslin 
Mombers in all these seven Provinciil Assumbhes belong lo the 
Mushin League Parues and the membership of those Partws 1s 
icrcasing every day The Muslim Le igue contested wath great 
success inumber of bye clocuons to die begistitiec Asscunbhics in 
vanous Provinces The Council of the canoe tppoinkd 4 
committee lo chrilk cut an coonomer social and) cduc muional 
prierajunye for the Musalmans [he report of the Comunithe is 

mg awarled with preal interest 


We egrcitly deplore the communal mols that hive taken place in 
the United Provinces and other Provinces ftas being publicly stated 
by the Congress Ministers in these provinces that ie responsibility 
for these riots resis on the shoulders of ube Muslim Louguc [tas 
most deplorable that a Minister of the Govenmment should make such 
loose and untruc stulements These alicg tions agaumst Uae Muslim 
League are absolutly wathout any foundation and are being used as 
a blind against the incapacity of dic Congress Government in those 
Provinces to protect dic dives and property of the peophk of the 
Province All sorts of malicious prop ganda is being © umd oul to 
discredit the Muslim League But God willing the Muslun Le igue 
m spiic of all this will yoon pcting stronger every diy A lew 
months ago the Muslim community was ike no mans land but 
tlodey uw has come into ts Owa and dire ts no power on carth ubat 
can now keep idormant or macuse The Musalmans have reah sed 
that chow salvation dics in organizing iomsclves under the banner 
of dx Muslin Liapuc and once they are organized they necd Scar 
no onc 
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“Apart from the poliuuicaul programme the urgent and the 
ummediaic necd for us is to lake steps and put into cffcet the 
economic social and educational progr unme which was lad down 
by the Resolution of the All India Mushm LEcugue at the last 
Session His the economic and soul uphfi and the cducanon of 
the people that consutute the wue foundulion of a nauon or a 
commusnt { would thercfore urge most strenuously upon 
leaders of various Provinces and the Provincial and the Disunict 
Leagues that they should immediatly tke up various matters 
which will go to make asolid contribubon loward the cconomic and 
social uehhe of our peopl The Counc of the All India Mushm 
League are dommy their utmost to deal with the various millers that 
have arisen from ume to une We hive tppomled a Conmumiutce 
under the Chairmimship of Niwoib Ismant Khin Sithib for the 
purpose of considering and deciding the applications for affiliation 
that have already been received or niay be received hercaltcr from 
various Provinces 


“Numerous representiauions and complunts have reached the 
Central Office of the hardstup Wb troatment and ampustice that is 
meted out to Musalimans in the various Congress Provinces and 
ariicularly to Uuhose who wer workers and members af the All 
ndia Mushin Lewuc and Uuirfore Un Council were obliged lo 
appoint a special Committee under the chaurmanship of Raya 
uhammad Mchdi Saheb to take such steps as may be considured 
Propet and to subrmit Wier report to ihe Council uid the President 
he Council also decided to authorize me as the President lo take 
all necessary sicps to form a Mushm Lowuc Party in the Ccntral 
Legislature with power to the party so formed lo coulesce with 
any other puny or group whose policy and programme 1s 
approximately the sume as that of the All India Mushm League 
pursuance of that resolution Toaum glad to omform you that a 
Mushm Le iyyue party in the Central Legislature in both the Houses 
has been formcd and wall funchon in dae Lepashaure under ithe 
supervision and control of the Council of ue ALD Indi: Muslim 
League from the next session of the Central Legis] ature 


“Although some of the pronouncements of the President and 
other Jeaders of Ure Congress it nas created in imipression of 
ao really genuine desire for the seulement of the Hindu Mushm 


ucstiion — and om pursuance of that Mr Gandhi and Pandit 
awaharhal Nehro have writen to me and | have rephed to their 
letters and the cormespondence 1% Zoming on — yel there is) no 


slackcning an the put afl the Congress in the detumunation of their 
Set purpose lo annihilate every other party ind particularly dic 
Alt India Mushim League The Congress attiude so far can be 
summid up first thatthe Communal Aw irl must go lock stock and 
burcl sccond that Uhere must be no sepirite clectoraus and 
dird that there must be no diflerentill: franchise and if possible 
ther. should be no reservation of scats for any community The 
result of this will be obvious wiz, that Musilmans will be wiped 
out from securing any adequate representiion crther an the 
Legisiatures erm the Munnipil Loo ud md Distnut Bourds as at 
happened in Bihar recently since dhe Congress Goverment have 
removed cven the cumulatsc voting which cxnted bfore Uy 
assumed office The Congress resoluuons about fund uncntal oghtis 
and declarations with rogard to reliion culture and lanyuage are 
nothing but prper resohutions There as not the shphtcst doubt uiat 
the most aggressive attitude was taken up by the Conpress 
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Government on the threshold of thei assuming office and they 
endeavoured to impose the Bande Mataram song m the Legislatures 
and after much bitterness and opposiuon it has been dropptd They 
are pursumg a policy of making Hindi a compulsory language 
which must necessarily, if not compkicly diuswoy ai any rate, 
vilally undermine the spread of the devclopmcnt of Urdu, and what 
is worse sull is that Hindi with its Hindu Sanskritous luterature and 
hilosophy and idcalswill and must necessanly be forced upon 
Mushm children and students In vanous parts of India serious 
difficulues are put in the way of Mushms cnjoying the lbcurty of 
observing their rcligious mghts freely It is one thing to make v 
high sounding declaration such as the Congress are in the habit of 
making and its Working Committee of repcating them, it 18 quite 
another thing W translate them into acuion and so far the Congress 
arc preaching one thing and pracusing just the contrary The 
Presidcnt of the Congress Mr Subhas Chindra Bosc having quoted 
these paper resoluuions about the so-called protecuen of religion, 
culture and Janguage proceeded to state 


‘The ume 1s opportune for renewing our cfforts for the 
final solution of the problem f beheve Fam voicing the 
feclings of all Congress men when I say that we are Caper 
to do our very best lo amive at an aprecd solution 
consistent with the fundamental principles of nahonihsm 


Here | wish he was speaking on behalf of all the Congress 
mon as he believed he was) Et as no use masquerading under the 
name of nauonalism Congress isa Hindu body mainly Iti begging 
the whole question to say that we are capcr to do our very best 
to arrive at an aprecd solution and qualify at by saying = consistently 
with the fundamental principics of niuonilsm’ as of the Mushm 
League were opposcd to the fundauments] principles of nittonahsm 
Muslims have made nm clear more thin once that besuies the 
question of relyion culture language and personal Jaws there is 
another quesuon cqually of iif and dcath for em = and chat their 
future destiny and LAE are dependent upon thar sccurmyg dcfiniicly 
thar pelucal mghts uUhur duc shure in the nabonal lift the 
Government and the administrauon of the country They will 
fight for wt ull the last ditch and_all the dreams and notions of 
Hindu Ray must be abandoncd They will not be submerged — or 
dommatcd and they will not surrender so jong as there is hfe 
in them 


‘The Mushm League claims the status of complctc cquality 
with the Congress) or any other organizauon and we have our 
problums to solve We have under the present conditions — to 
Organize our people for buildmg up the Mushm muasscs for a better 
world and for Unair immcdiate uplift: social and cconomic, and we 
have to formulate plans of a constructive and amchorauve Character 
which would give them ummediate rchcf from the poverty and 
wretchedness trom which they are suffenng mote than any other 
secuon of the peopic in India IT wekeome a pohcy of hve and 
kit live TL welcome an understanding in matters econonne and 
Pohucal But we cannot surrendcr submerge or submit to the 
dicuates or the ukase of the High Command of the Congress which is 
developing into a tolalitanan and authorntauve caucus functioning 
under the name of the Working Committe and aspiring to the 
Posinon of a shadow cabinct m a future Republic 
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“The Muslim League is not only carrymg on a struggle for the 
Muslims but 11 mainitams thai all othcr unportant minoriucs must 
have the same sense of secunty and a plae in the sun of Inda 
where they will enjoy their mghts and privileges as free citizens 
and not be ground down by caste tyranny and casic rule In my 
opimmion, the Congress 1s making one of the greatest blunders by 
pursuing its present policy The High Comm of the Congress has 
no policy except opportunism and arrogance and are Uline ther 
organization because it happens to be today the largest and most 
powerful to teat every other party with conicmpt and they 
imagine that they have aiready become the rulers of India It is 
astounding that they believe that they have conquercd = six 
Provinces absolutely and in the seventh they have a dominant 
voice as the majority in the coalition of the North West Fronuer 
Province are Congress men and they talk of drums beating and 
they believe that it will not be very long before the remaining four 
Provinces fail before the conqucring hcrocs of the High Command 
of the Congrcss 


“But to the Musalmans 1 say that they must realize that there 
cannot be any honourable sctilemcnt between two parics when 
one claims to be supcrior to the other and has for its aim and object 
the domination dictation of the other Honourable scithment 
can only be achicved bciween cquals and unicss the lwo ics 
learn to respect and fear cach other there 1s no solid ground for any 
sctiement. Besides cven if a setthment docs come unless the 
Musalmans are fully organized and have forged sancuons bchind 
them, solid and united backing the sagrcements pacts or ucalics 
can only be weatcd as a scrap of paper unless they can be 
enforced by a power from behind which will sc that the wrms 
are carmed oul and marmtained Thercfore, my appeal to the 
Musalmans 1s ‘Don't depend upon anybody You must depend 
wpon your own mherent strength and the Musalmans have not 
yet reahzed what powcr and sirnygth they would possess if 
they were properly mobilized as one sohd peopl. We have to go 
through a great deal of spadework and suffemng Our opponents 
will use all possible means of suppression Tiky miy pracuse 
tyranny and may pcrscculc us bul am confident that we shall 
emerge out of that ordcal better stronger than we have cver been” 
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120. Congress a “Totalitarian and Authoritarian Caucus’? 


Calcutta, April 17: Mr Jinnah amved here yesterday to 
preside over a spcctal session of the Mushm Leaguc Great 
crowds with many banners and flags met him at the stavion and 
escoricd him through the streets 

In an address this evening Mr Jinnah refused to recognize 
Congress as anything but a Hindu body which showcd no 
slackening of tts determination to destroy all other parues The 
Muslim Leaguc, he said, was rapidly growing in sucngth for it 
was carrying onthe struggle not only for Muslims but for all 
important minoniics against caste tyranny and rule They would 
welcome a policy of ‘live and Ict live,’ but Mushms were unable 
to Surrender to the ukasces of the Congress High Command which 
was developing mto a lotalitanan and authoritanun Caucus 


Public address, Tribune, 18 Apnil 1938 
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121. Formation of ML Parties in Provinctal Legislatures! 


Calcutta, April 19 A mecting of the All India Muslim 
League Central Parliamentary Board was held here this 
moming at the residence of Mr MAH _ Ispahant, MLA 
(Bengal) Mr M A Jinnah presided and there were present at the 
mecting about 35 members representing all provinces 

The discussions, which continucd for about three hours, 
cenired on the qucsuon of the formation of League parities in the 
Provincial Legislatures where they did not cxist at present Mr 
Abdur Rahman Siddiqui, MLA (Bengal), who had raised this 
qucshon at the mecting of the League Counc! on Apni 17, 
stressed the immediate necessity of forming such a party in the 
Bengal Assembly and requested the Board to sanction it Mr 
Jinnah said that the decision of the Board would be announced 
after he had had an opportunity of consulting the Ieadcrs of the 
various Muslim groups in the Bungal Assembly — AP 


'News report, Cuil & Afiddury Guzetic 20 April 1938 
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122. Condolence Message on Iqbal's Death — “A 
Remarkable Poct and Staunchest Champion of ML”” 


Mr MA Jinnah issucd the following condolence message on 
the death of Allama Iqbal 


I am extremely sorry to hear the sad news of the death of Sir 
Muhammad Iqbal He was a remarkable poct of worldwide fame 
and his work will hive for ever His serviccs to his country and the 
Mushms are so numerous that his record cin be compired wath 
that of the greatest Indian that over lived He was an ox President 
of the AN India Muslim League and a President of tie Provincial 
Mushm League of the Punjab ull very recent time when his 
unforeseen alncss compelld him to resign But he wis the 
suuunchest and the most) loyal champion of Ui polwy and 
programme of the All India Mustim Le igue 


To me he was a4 frend yurde and philosopher and during the 
darkest moments through which the Mushin Loipuc had to go he 
stood ike a rock and never flinched onc single moment ind as a 
result just only Uiree days ago he must hive reid of or been informed 
of the complete umry that was achieved in Calcutta of the Mushim 
leaders of the Punjab and today [IJ can say with pride that the 
Mushms of the Punyib aro wholeheartedly with Un League and 
have come under the flig of the AN India Muslim Loapue which 
must have been a maticr of greatest sausfichbon to fam In the 
achievement of this umty Sir Muhaminmiid Iqbal played a most 
signal put My sinccrest and decpesi ssmpuhy go out to his 
farmmly at tus moment m thar bereavement in losing him and at 
ws atermble loss to India and the Mushims parucularly at tus 


juncture 


'Condolcnce message Star of India, 21 Apm} 1938 
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123. Homage to Iqbal — “Main Source of my Inspiration 
and Spiritual Support’™ 


Calcutta, 22 Aprif A mammoth public mecting of the 
Muslims of Calcutta was held on the Football ground on 21 
Apnilto consider the Pulesimne problem but il was convericd into 
a condolence mecting to moum the death of Allama Iqbal Mr 
M A Jinnah presided 

Mr M A Jinnah said that the sorrowlul news of the death of 
Dr Sir Muhammad Iqbal had plunged the world of Islam in 
gloom and mourning Sir [Muhammad] Iqbal was undoubtedly 
one of the greatest pocts, philosophers and seers of humanity 
of all times He took a prominent part in the pohtics of the 
country and in the inteiicctual and cultural reconstruchion of the 
Islamic world His contribution to the htcrature and thought of 
the world will live for cver 

“To mc he was a personal frend, philosopher and guide and 
as such the main source of my insprahon and spiritual support 
While he was ailing in his bed tt was he who as the President 
of the Punjab Provincial Muslim Leaguc, stood single-handed 
as a rock in the darkest days in the Punjyib by the side of the 
League banner, undaunted by the opposition of the whole world 
When on account of his serious ulness he was confined to bed, 
he resigned the post of the Presidcniship of the Punjab L cazuc 
but was instead elected ms Patron He sull continued to guide 
the work of the Punjab League trom his bed and had somcbody 
to reply to all Ictters conceming the League It would have 
been a matter of great sausfaction for him to hear the news 
with great delight that the Bengal and Punjab Muslims were 
absolutely unned on the common plattorm of the All Indie 
Muslim League In that achievement the unscen contribunon 
of Dr Sir Muhammad Iqbal was the preatest No prealtcr blow 
has struck the Muslinis at this puncture 


‘Mission Fulfilled’ 


Maulana Shaukat Ah, who was visibly overwhelmed with 
encf in a short speech said that Iqbal was the poct of hope and 
the philosopher and teacher of setf-realsation and selfculture 
The dream of Iqbal was being actually realiscd by the union 
of the Islamic states and peoples Iqbal dicd with the satisfaction 
of ns heart that he had seen his mission fulfilled Iqbal was 


‘Public speech, Star of India, 22 April 1938 
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dead but he had given new lhifcto millions of human beings 
and delivered a message of life and scl{fhood w the entire 
Mushim world Speaking carlrer, Maulana Zafar Ah Khan, MLA 
(Central) said that Dr Sir Muhammad Iqbal was a ‘great poet, a 
great philosopher and a sccr, and the greatest and mast onginal 
interpreter of the reality of the Islamic world’ Promiment 
among those present were Mr M A Jinnah, The Hon’ble Alhaj 
Khawyah Sir Naztmuddin, The Hon’ble Mr HS Suhrawardy, 
Maulana Shaukat Ah, Maulana Zafar Alt Khan, Sir Hassan 
Suhrawardy and Mr M A H Ispahani About filty thousand 
Mushms attended the mecting 
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124. “Muslim League 1s Forging Ahead’” 


Calcutta, April 23: Mr MA Jinnah, President of the All India 
Mushm League, Icft last night (22 Apnml} for Bombay where he 
Is going to mect Mr Gandhi on Apnl 28 Approached by the 
Associated Press for an impression of his visit to Bengal this 
tame, Mr Jinnah said 


“Tam glad that the Muslim League is forgmy ahead and from all 
reports and from what TI have seen it scems that rts influence has 
ponctrated every comer of Bengal }oom venture to sty that any 
intngue or cffort to break the Muslim League or the Huq Ministry 
will only break our opponents My appeal to the Musalmans of 
Bungal i that they should join the League and rally round the 
platiorm and the flag of the All India Muslim League I know that 
we shall succecd — AP 


‘Press interview Civil & Afiiiary Gazette 24 April 1938 
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125. “Repudiates” Azad’s Statement that he Contacted 
Gandhi! 


Bombay, May 3. Mr MA _ Jinnah has issued the following 
statement “My attention has been drawn to the statement issucd 
by Maulana Abul Kalam Azad to the Press? I am sorry that he 
should have thought it proper at this juncture to do so and further 
i must say that if 1s incorrect and misleading about the version 
he has given regarding my talk with him when he came to see 
me in Bombay 

“IT am obliged to repudiate what 15 attributed to me in that 


"Press statement Civil & Military Gazette 4 May 1938 
*Star of India, 4M ay 1938 published the folowing report of Avid s statement 


GENISIS OF GANDHT JINNAH TALKS — *MISCONCI PTIONS 
UNNECESSARY’? — MOOABUL RAL ANE AZAD'S UNNI CESSARY 
STALE MINT 


Maulana Abul Kalum Avsid pives the genesis of the Gandhi Jinnah 
lalks an a Slalement to the Assocritcd Pross with a vicw to remove 
unnecessary misconccpuens which we undoubtedly agunst the best 
micrests of the country * He says 


‘Itas perhaps too carly to give my — statcment to the Press about the 
mecting between Mahatma Gandin and Mr Jinnith The proper ume for 
uus hus yet to come But owing to the wild surmiuses and cven 
expressions of surprise in curtum circkes 1 uhinkit necessary to point out 
ccttain salient points so that unnecess ry masconce pons — which are 
undoubtcdly against the best interests of the country — miy be removed 


Correspondence Retween Leaders 


‘The mccung of Mahatma Gandhi ind Mr Jinnih ts the result of the 
comcespondence between Mithatma Gindhi Pandit Jaw ahoirlal Nehru and 
Mr Jinnah which is being carncd on since uy, last I have no 
hesitation in admitting that the full responsibilty of dus move is mine 
When J] had mut Mr Jinnivh in Bombiy m Sinuary last about the 
appomument of another Muslim Minister in we Bombay Cabin, | felt 
that he wished tao mect Mahima Gandhi and discuss the present 
situauon wilh him but he was wating for a suitubie opportunity He 
told me also that he did not ke discussion in the Press which was 
going on at that ume He thercforc, wished to carry on personal 
correspondence When i went to Lucknow from Bombay and mct Pandit 
Jawah wlal Nehru | asked fim to begin correspondence with Mr Jinnah 
Similarly [ requested Mahatma Gandini also Loam highly obliged to 
them as they acccpicd my proposal and began the correspondence The 
result of alf this was that it was scuticd that Mr Jinnah and Mahatma 
Gandh: should mcet 
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statement I never expressed any wish to sce Mr Gandhi o: 
carry on correspondence with him It is cqually without any 
foundation that I wrote in February last to Mr Gandhtr that | 
could go to Wardha on March 10, but that the mectung was 
postponed owing to my sickness I Cannot say morc as | 
deprecate on principle disclosure of privatc talks and hence 
shall stop here "— AP 


‘In pursuance of Uus proposal Mr Jinnah wrote in February last that h 
sould come to Wardha on March 10. But the mecting was postpone 
owing to hrs sickness, and Mahatma Gandhi wrote to him from Calcutt 
that could meet him an the end of April This was my proposal arm 
Tam confident that this movement will be conducive to the best micrest 
of the country and in any case, at will produce good results The publi 
has no reson to draw hasty cunclusons or to make unnccessar 
conjectures beforehind Such things mostly prove to be 4 hindcrance an 
seldom uce uscful results 1] would request the pubhc io allow th 


responsible pusons lo carry on dis work unhindercd and paucniy wa. 
for the result ' 
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126 Congress “Forcing Bande Mataram on Muslims’” 


Bombay, May 9 “Likea poor man who has come by alotof 
money m a lottery, the Congress 1s intoxicated with power,” 
told Mr MA Jinnah, President of the All India Mushm League, 
addressing a lurge mecung at Mahim, Bombay, lust night [8 May] 

Because of the Congress majyonty in the various provinces, 
he continucd, they were forcing upon the Muslims things hke 
the singing of the Bande Mararam Without unity the Muslims 
could not do anything to make known to the Govemment their 
disapproval of such things Mr Jinnah refered to ucaties 
entered into by nations in Europe and their complete disregard 
by some nations and said that he was not in favour of pacts 
between Hindus and Muslims to be trcated in the same fashion 
He appealed to Muslims to muster under the auspices of the 
Mushim League and stand up as one solid unit in order to 
exercise their mght to live in the country as a distinct entity 
The Musalmans in India were never behind the others m their 
readiness to fight for the Ircedom of them motherland but 
freedom should not be the monopoly of a few, ike the Whites 
in America to the exclusion of the Red Indians and Negroes 
The negotlauons for unnty between the two communities, he 
hoped, would fructify so that) country as a whole might be 
bencfited Peace could only be possible among cquals 

Tuming to critics who rcfeited to him as a pleasure-loving man 
and a communalist, Mr Jinnah said ‘that the very crlics would 
have no compuncuon in clecting him the President of the Indian 
National Congress if he joincd that organisauon ” Mr Jinnah 
deplored the absence of sufficient organisation among Mushms 
which had resultd in) the community having very few 
educauonal instiuuons, hospitals and other amemtics He 
appealed to Musalmans to join the League and work for the 
advancement of their communily in the cducational, cconomic, 
social and other spheres — AP 


Public speech Civil & Milutary Gazette 10 May 1938 
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127. Appoints ML Executive Council! 


Bombay, May 16. Mr MA _ Jinnah, President of the All 
India Muslim League, has 1ssucd the following 


“In accordance with the rules and resolution of the All India 
Mushm League, I have a mted the Exccuuve Council of the 
League consisting of the following 


Mr AK _ Favlul Huq, Sw Navimuddin Mr Abdul Rehman 
Siddiki, Raya of Mahmudabad Nawab Ismail Khan Maulina 
Shaukat Ah, Mr Khahquzzaman, Syed Abdul Avis Mr 
Muhammad Ashiyque, Su Alt Muhammad Khan _ Dchlavi Sir 
Curmmbhoy Ibrahim, Sycd Abdul Rauf Shih Sir Sikander Hyat 
Khan Sir Abdoola Haroon Shukh Abdul Mapd Khan Sadulia 
Khan MLA Mr_ Aurangsib Khin MLA, Sir Sycd Saadulla, 
Mr Abdul Matin Chowdhury Malk Barkat Al and Hay: Abdul 
Sathar Essak Sant — Associated Press 


"Statement, Statesman 18 May 1938 
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178. ML Executive Council. Expansion “Not Possibie’™ 


Bombay, May 24 Mr M A Jinnah, President of the All India 
Muslim League, informs the Associated Press that he has 
received various suggestions to increase the number of members 
of the Executnve Council of the League which has already been 
appointed Mr Jinnah says 


It 1s not possible for me to add to the number as I have no 
yweor to do so under the rules which specify the number as 21 It 
fras also been suggested that 1 should change th dite of the 
mectimy of the Council fixcd for Junc 4 But it 18 impossible to do 
so and [ expect every membcr who has recoved the notice to be 
present at the mecting "Mr Jinnah adds 9 Although I would hke 
to avail mysclf of the help of many othcr promuncnt kiders § 
cannot appoint them as members of die Exccutiwe Council IP they 
come to Bombay to help us I should be very glad The Exccutive 
Council is nota permanent one Ht cin only contunuc ull the next 
annual session of the All India Muslim Le iguc* — API 


‘Press statement Siar of India, 25 May 1938 
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129. “Challenges”? Congress Policy Regarding Hindi and 
Bande Matararm' 


Bombay, June 5. The assertion that the Congress was never a 
national organisation and that i was a rank communal 
orgamisation in the garb of a nauonal organisation was made 
by Mr Jinnah in the course of a speech here tonight The speech 
was made inthe course of his reply toan address of appreciauon 
prescnicd to him by the Memon Chamber of Commerce and 
the Memon Merchants’ Association 

Mr Jinnah challenged the nght of the Congress, which 
claumed to be a national organisauon, to make Hindi a 
compulsory language in Municipal and Government Schools 
and said that there must be some ulicnor motive behind this 
namely, 10 make young Mushm girls and boys imbibe Hindu 
culture He also took exception to the singing of Bande 
Mataram in schools under compulsion While asking the public 
not to rely on “garbled versions, halltruths and speculations,” he 
sad “Beleve me, | will do my utmost to influence the Mushms 
an the direcuon of an honourable settlement but such a settlement 
must be one between two cquals Muslims can never agree to 
a mere change in the form of slavery”? Mr Jinnah assured the 
audience that he was most anxious for a setticment He said 
he was a8 anxious for the freedom of Indta as anyone cise and 
strongly criticised the Congress Muslim mass contact activitics 

Mr Favlul Huq (Premicr of Bengal) said that there was very 
little difference between the Hindu Mahasabha and the Congress 
Sir Sikander Hyat) Khan (Premicr of the Punjab) said that Mr 
Jinnah was their Icader and gave the assurance that his (Sir 
Sikander’s) services would always be at Mr Jinnah’s disposv 


Mr Jinnah was presented with a silver casket and 4a purse al 
the mecting 


Need of the Hour 


“Mushms were ready for communal unity but that unity could 
only be between two equal parues Unity arnved at between a 
strong and a weak pumy would only mean the surrender of the 
latter to the former,” declared Mr MA) Jinnah in the course 
of Ins address at a huge Mushim mecting last night He 
announced that he had already sent a reply to the Congress 
memorandum to Mr Subhas Chandra Bose and promiscd 10 
issuc a Statement regarding the negotiations at am carly date 


‘Public specch Star of India 6 ume 1938 


as oer 
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Conunuing, Mr Jinnah appealed to the Muslims to organise 
themselves so that they might gain strength I they did not 
organise themsclves, other provinces where Muslim Ministries 
wcre funcuioning would share the same fate as Sind and the 
N -W FP 


Need for Organisation 

Sir Sikander Hyat Khan (Premier of the Punjab) said that there 
was not a single Muslim who did not want unity but that unity 
would have to be consistent with Muslim $sclf-respect He did not 
want Muslims to get out of onc slavcry only to fall into another 
Hindus and Mushms, in order to remain as sister-communitics, 
should remain in peace and establish goodwill between 
themscilves This could bec done by the myonty pany inspinng 
confidence in the minoritics Otherwise, if the minoritics took 
the imuative for any rapprochement dctween the two it might 
b construcd as weakness on the part of the minonty 
conmmunilics 

Mr Favslul Huq (CPicmicr of Bengal) said that the Muslims 
should unite to protect and defend Islam He was happy to say 
that recently Muslims of Bengal were organising themselves, 
during the past they had been guided by oulsiders — API 
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130. ML's “Equal Status with Congress’ 


Bombay, June 5 At a mecting here under the chairmanship 
of Mr Jinnah, the Exccutuve Council of the Muslim League 
claimed that the League is the only organization which can 
speak for Muslims, and that the Congress party represents now 
only Hindus ? 

The Provincial Icaders pointed out that the joint clectorate 
system, 1f accepted wholesale, would endanger the rectum of true 
Muslim representatives to the Provincial Legislatures where 
Muslims were in a minority Mr Jinnah disclosed the nature of 
the recent negotiations with Mr Gandht and Mr _ Bose, 
President of the Congress orgamsation, and claimed that the 
League had a nght to settle the Communal problem on an equal 
status with the Congress Party The League Icaders appear to 
be in favour of a pact with the Congress party provided that the 
latter drop the Mushm mass contact programme and give an 
undertaking to select League leaders for Muslim Mionistcnal 
posts in the Congress Provinces Mr Jinnah has written on 
these lines to the Congress President 


‘News report The Tunes 6 Junc 1938 
*Sce appendix XX 1 Resolutions 1 3 
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131 ML Flag “Several Centuries Old” 


Bombay, June 6. The Muslim League flag hoisung ceremony 
was held this morning when Mr Jinnah, President of unc Mushm 
League, hoisted the Leaguc Mag 

Sir Sikander Hyat Khanin requesting Mr Jinnah to hoist the 
flag explained the stgmificance of the Muslim League flag and 
said just as ib was the duty of every soldicr to protect the colours 
of the regiment to which he belongs, il was equally the duty of 
cvery Muslim to protect the League flag which was a symbol 
of the aspirations of 9 crores of Musalmans in India He was 
aware that at the moment Musaltmans im India had to play adual 
role, as Musalmans and as Indians) Further explaining the party 
Nag and its functions, Sir Sikander Hyat compared it with the 
regimental colours of an army and said that every regiment 
besides having a2 common flag had ils own standard There was 
no rcason why the vanous political parucs in India should not 
have their own individual flags and also a common flag He 
realised that unfortunately at) the moment there existed no 
common flag and there was much antagonism among the 
various partics He had full faith in Providence that before long 
the two mayor parties in Uys country, with the concurrence of 
the smaller groups, would be able to devise a common fag for 
this country of which every Indian would be proud 

In his own province, namely the Punjab, the party fags, 
whether wu be that of the Muslim League or the Congress or 
any other, were given due respect While every party was given 
full freedom to use its own symbols and flags for party 
purposes and in connection with ils own ceremonies, he would 
not allow any pany flag to be flown on Govemment buildings 
The only Map that could be allowed to be flown on govemment 
buildings was the Punjab flag which was a common one 

Mr MA _ Jinnah, unfurling the Leaguc fag, observed that it 
Was NOL anew flag It was several ccntunes old and was given 
lo them by the Prophet The disorganisation among the Muslims 
Made them forget their own flag But a new awakening among 
the Muslims had come about which had kept the Nag afloat He 
declared that no power on carth could bring their flag down The 
League was there to demonstrate to the world that Musalmans 
were united — API 


'News report Tribune, 7 June 1938 
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Bombay, June 14 Mr MA Jinnah, President of the All India 
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- Appoints Assam ML Organising Committee! 


Muslim Leaguc, has issued the following statement 


“In accordance with the resolution of the All India Muslim 
League empowenny mc to appoint organising commiuticcs in vanous 
ovinces for the purpose of cstablishing Provincial  Dhastrict 
agues and branchcs all over India I hereby apporl the following 
gentlmcn as constituting the organising Commuttce for the 
rovince of Assam Sir Muhammid Sycd Sadulla Maulina Abdul 
Hamid Khan MLA Khin Bahadur Syed ur Rahmin, MLA, 
Maulvi Abdus Samad, Mr Abdul Mitin Chaudhury, Maulana 
Zamul Abcdin Bhuyan, Mr Maqbul Hossain Chaudhury, MLA, 
Mr Mamtas Aluncd Mr Muhammad Abdullah and Mr Ashraf ud 
Din Choudhury MLA 


*Under the terms of the Leaguc rmsolunen, 1 um authorised to 
nominate from. amongst the members of the Council of the All India 
Mushm Leagie only The orginising committee will have power 


to co oP from outside the Council | appomt Maulana Abdul Hamid 
Khan LA, as Convener of the Committee — API 


‘Press statement /ribune 15 Junc 1938 
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133. League-Congress Settlement — **No Compromise”’ 
Possible Between “Weak and Strong’! 


Delhi, July 30 What may be regarded as an mdication of 
what the Muslim League's final aluitude to the negouutions for a 
communal sctilement ts goingio be was fumished in a speech 
by Mr Jinnah at avery largely attended open air mecting held 
romyght under the auspices of the Delhi Provincial Musiimm 
Leaguc 

Mr Jinnah accused the Congress High Command of being 
mtoxicaitcd with powcr He added that though it was not yet 
Hindu Ray but Bntish Ray, the Congress was puffed up with what 
like power it had acquired He the same degree of Congress 
mioxicauon continued, there would be no {recdom for the 
country The Congress had its own vocabulary, and when it 
talked of nationalism, what mt tcally meant was Hindutsm But 
the difficulty was that what the Congress wanted to conceal, the 
Hondu Mahasabha reve iled 

Proceeding, Mr Jinnah said that the Congress wanted to crush 
the Muslim League on the ground that the latter was a communal 
Organisation, but that was not he asserted a truc statement ol fact 
The fact was that the Muslim Leaguc was not a communul 
Orgamsahon but a nauvonalisi body, while the Congress itself 
was a COMMunal Organisation They did not want to arouse the 
antagonism or enmity of any individual or any organisation 
What they wanted was to tve honourably and to do that they 
would, he declared, fight to the bitterest cnd with anybody who 
stood in their way The Muslim League was not prepared under 
any circumstances to pluy a second fiddle to any other 
organisahion, nor would it voluntamly relegate itsclf to a 
position of subordination [t could deal with other organisavions 
on terms of absolute equality alone 

Refernng to the Congress League negonations for a 
communal sctthement, Mr Jinnah said the correspondence 
between Messrs Gandhi and Nehru on one hand and himselfon 
the other had already been published The latest development in 
the situation was that he had received on July 27 a Ictter from 
the Congress President on the subsect of Communal negotiations 
He had placed the Ictter before the Working Commutee of the 
League and hoped that a reply to it would be sent in a day or 
two He regreticd that he was not yct in a position to disclose 
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publicly at whal stage the matter resicd AS soon as Il was 
consutuuionally possible for him to rclease the correspondence 
between the Congress President and himsclf, he would do so 
SctUement or no settlement between the League and the 
Congress, i Was quite obvious that there could be no 
compromise between the weak and the strong Even if some 
scttiement were arnved at between these two bodies, the League 
In its present position of relative weakness would not be able to 
make the Congress abide by the terms of the pact The 
agreement would, therefore, be nothing more than a scrap of 
paper 

He exhorted the audience not to be misled by the false 
propaganda carricd on by the Congress that the maim issue 
before them was cconomic which was a merce slunt and 
appcaled to Muslims to join the League mn ever-increasing 
numbers m order to strengthen their) positon through the 
League He also advised them to avoid splits in their ranks 
Mr Jinnah delivered his speech in Uidu and spoke for over 
half an hour — API 
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134 “Complete Solidarity and Unity Our First Duty ’” 


Simla, August 8 An appeal for unity among Mushms ‘‘wsth 
a vicw to serving the community and the country” was made 
by Mr MA Jinnah, President of the AH India Muslim League, 
replying to an address of welcome presented to him last might 
by Mohammedans of Simla He exhorted Muslims to make up 
lkeway for improving their ccononuc and financial Conditions 
which had been negiccted inthe past by the community 

Mr Jinnah said “I thank you for the great reception you 
accorded me at the station this morning and for the way you have 
praiscd my work heie tonight It encourages me to go on with the 
pohcy and programme which the Muslim League 1s persuing at 
present This demonsirauon 1s 4 signal mark of the approval of 
that policy by Muslims There 1s only one meaning for this 
mecting, namely, that you have conferred this signal honour on 
Mme because I happen to represent your feelings and opimons, 
and at the present moment you aie doing this because IT am the 
President of All India Muslim League T thank you for all the 
support you have given me through this moming’s reception 
and this mecting 


Service to Country 


Giving his message to Mohammidans Mr Jinnah said “Our 
first duly is that we should bring about complete solidarity and 
unity among ourselves We ought to understand clearly that ut 
was duc to our neglect and indifference to ourselves in the past 
that we were left behind oursclyes today not only weak 
numencally but also) the most) backward Community 
cconomically, financially and cducationally If you desire to 
play your Icgittmate part you have to makeup Iceway and 
acquire those requisite qualifications and devclop in the 
direcuon The more you do so, the more you will serve the 
commumity and the country and play an honourable part in the 
Struggle for {reedom of our country 1 appeal to every Muslim 
to put an end to all differences among themsclves and speak 
with one voice We want to make our people sciHf-rchant and 
worthy of our precious heritage Our motives arc sincere Our 
Cause 15 just and honourable, and we arc determined to play 
an honourable part in- the service of our country I fecl 
confident that we arc bound to succecd ” — Associated Press 


‘Public speech Statesman 9 August 1938 


266 Tut Narion’s Voice 


135. Jamiat-ul-Ulema's Behaviour “Remains a Mystery’?! 


Simla, August 18. Mr Mohammad Ali Jinnah, President of 
the All India Mushm Leaguc, has issued the following statement 


“My attention has been drawn to a speech of Maulana Hussain 
Ahmad Madani delivered at Ghaziabad on August 15 m which he 
as rcported to have stated as follows 


The reason why we did not oppose the Leaguc 
candidates at the gencral clecuons was that Mr Jinnah had 
assurcd us Uicn thatthe policy of the Lcaguc hid ch inged 
and the League was pledged to complete independence 
But we were soon distllusioncd when after uae clectens 
we were told by Mr Jinnih that that tak before the 
elechons was mercly a politic al stunt 


“The whole of this statumcnt 16 cntircly untrue As to why some 
members of the Jamiat ul Uluma a Hind yomed the Le igue in 1936 
and wholcheartdly supported the League candid ites and they soon 


a suddenly Kit the League stil remuns a mystery lo me —~ 
A 


‘Press statemunt Civil & Miliary Guzette 19 August 1938 
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136 Democracy in India “a Travesty of System’” 


Simla (By Mail) “Can democratic parliamentary Government 
succeed in India? Is it suited to the conditions of the country? 
Ikas not the democratic majonty that has formed the govemment 
inthe seven provinces 101s the permanent Hindu majority which 
cannot be altercd by any change whatsoever and hence iis a 
travesty of the system which may be worthwhile in England ’ 
}hus observed Mr MA Jinnah at a party given in honour of 
the newly formed Muslim Lcague Party in the Central 
Levisiature by the Anjuman-c-Istamia, Simla on August 13> The 
audience which numbercd about SOO included the intelhgentsia 
of Simla and Northern India who are at Simla and all the 
Muslim members of the Central Assembly 

Thinking the Anjuman for the honour, Mr Jinnah said that 
loday im seven provinces there are Congress Governments and 
there are great powcrs entrusied to the Ministers lt is indeed 
deplorable that the lttke powcr they have pot are used against 
Musalmans and the Congiess High Command mindful of 1 
tolerated it! 


The Four Forces 

In our country”, he continued, we have got four main forces 
that are situng at ihe chessboard One is the Brush Government, 
the most organised force which 1s sul ruling this country The 
ather ts the Hindus, a great community most organiscd and 
most powerful Today unfortunatcly they are im the hands of 
the Congress High Command which is going wrong The third 
force are the Musalmans A year ago the Musalmans were the 
orphans, homeless, shelteriess, scattered, dividcd and broken, 
demoralisced and degenerated, particularly duc to their own fault 
because they were indifferent and carclesy We were divided 
and that was our condition a year ago Today, the Musalmans 
have awakened and are a third force and we mcan to remain as a 
third force (cheers) and we are going to play our pan, worthy 
Of our past hentage There 15 yet another force which 15 not 
quite visible at present but 15 a very big force — the Indian 
States " 

Commenting on the attitude of a few cducated Musalmans, 
he emphasised, ‘India 15 not a nation Statc, it i a State of 
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nauionalities That being so, the more you ignore it the more you 
try to mislead yoursclves ” 


Parhamentary System Suntable? 


“The Hindus who are very loyal are blindly guided by the 
Congress High Command, and of course there 1s a natural feeling 
that a Hindu must stand by a Hindu and therefore they believed 
in| whatever that High Command of the Congress 1s doing or 
saying for them But this High Command of the Congress 1s the 
body that has got to be brought to iis senses and they can only 
be brought to their senses by us, and I am sure our Hindu fnends 
will realise that the High Command 1s doing them the preatcst 
possible harm in pursuing the policy they are following today 
Therefore, the question 15 this What next? We are now trying an 
expenmem Is that expenmcnt? The mighty Bntsh Government 
naturally cannot think of any other system of Government 
because their Government is on the lines of democratic 
parliamentary system of Goverment and therefore, they cannot 
think of anything cise It 1s the growth in England of six centunes 
which 1s suited to the genius of their people, and it has been 
developed for the last 600 years But the question 1s *Can this 
democratic parlamentary Goverment succeed in this country ? 
Is it suited to the conditions of this country? Is tt surted to the 
genius of this country?” From the first contact m is nota 
democratic mayonty in the seven Congicss provinces It is not a 
democratic majonty that) has formed the Government and 1s 
carrying on itis the permancnt Hindu majority which cannot be 
altered by any change whatsoever and thercfore it ts the travesty 
of the system which may be worthwhile in England But when 
wos planted here, you see, that wos a fatlure What is the result 
—-the permanent Hindu majority and the ministry that 18 a 
Hindu ministry And naturally what clse could you capect? ft 
must pursuc the policy and the programme which necessarily is 
a Hindu pohcy andit must therefore bang everybody down to 
submit to that programme 

‘I do not know how far this machine which is now planicd 
here when every other country in Europe has given it up will 
succecd ‘Fherefore, } say to you my fnends come on one 
plaiform stand under one flag Ht is not a quesuon of today, 
itis not a queshon of tomorrow, a statesman looks at Icast 25 
years ahead FI want you to organise yourselves and prepare 
yourselves to be ready for defence and if necessary to resist 
any cncroachment upon our mghts and to play your part in 
any emergency that May anse at any timc in the courscof next 
25 years This 1s the task before you 
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Communahst Bogey 

“Nobody has ever helped not cven this mighty High 
Command of the Congress What interests have they taken in 
Musalmans' welfare, economic, soctal, poliucal and 
«ducanonal? Hundreds and hundreds of schools are going on 
among the Hindus Many arc the institutions of economic uplift 
ot the Hindus Dunng the last 30 years what special interest 
wus taken for this backward communily, numencally smah, 
financially bankrupt, economically ml and cducationally most 
buckward? On what occasion the Congress really took up any 
ni and = particular) qguesuon of special inicrest to the 
Ntusalmans so thal they may be encouraged’? When we say we 
want LO Organise Our peopic because under the present condition 
Musalmuns must organise themselves not to fight anybody but 
to CO Operate We are ready to co-operate and in fact we are 
anxious {0 CO Operate and want co-opcrauon We want to serve 
our motherland just Itkhe any other body and organise ourselves 
And we thought it was high tumeif we ted to put our house 
in order And when our representatives were returmcd on the 
tiiket of the Muslim League what was the answer’? The answer 
was Surrender, sign our pledge, agree to Our programme, 
liquidate the Mushm Leaguc and we will pive you some 
minustrics ? This 1 the answer While I am trying to raise this 
one big wonderful part of India, this great Community which 
is adnft, when I am tryingto put hfe mto them to organise them 
and bring them together, this 1s the attitude that 15 adopted And 
im conclusion I am told | am a communalist The answer was 
i tam 4 communahst because I am doing all thts T am very 
proud to be acommunahse (Cheers) 


Defence of Congress Attack 


“When the Congress press was exhausted by repeating and 
calling me communalst, they thought they wall find out some 
Glher slogan It 1s getting stale because this fellow says Foam 
Proud to be communalist Well they found out another slogan 
Muslim League is reactionary where there are so Many toadics 
There may be some toadies 1 do not deny But Iet me tcll you 
hat these people who attack us today know perfectly well that 
lois absolutely untruc to blumc the Muslim League and call it 
Teacuionary There are lakhs and lakhs of pcopic who arc members 
of the Muslim League and it is in their hands to direct it, it 
iS their nght to choose their leaders or dismiss their leaders 
It 8 in their hands and I hope that we shall soon be able to show 
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that we arc in a position now to Choose our leadcrs, our office 
bearers and choose our men according to our own choice They 
will be the representatives of the Musalmans and command 
their respect But when we say we have got some toadies | 
would lke to know how many crooks and cranks there are 1n the 
Congress Well they are also getting tired now of repeating the 
slogan that we are reacuionary because (they know) what, after 
all, 18 the good of shouting that which 1s not truc So now the 
latest slogan 1% that we are fanatics and we are cncouraging 
fanaticism While the answer to cvcry gmevance, every 
complaint, every criticism 1s that Musalmans are fanatics, they 
are goondas and they are out to create disorder This 14 the 
answer now We have come to this state We have gone through 
three stages —- communalists, reacuionanes and now fanaucs 
Well Iet us hope that we shall Inve down this charge also and 
Show them that we are a disciplined, well organised pcople and 
we can be cqual to anybody clse im organisation 

“In conclusion,” he said,“ look far ahcad You have to play 
abig part in the destinies of this country We love this country 
but as a free ciuven along with any other free citizen not as 
a subordinate or a slave to anybody else (cheers) FT am sure 
and [ am confident that it will be realised and I feel confident 
that our Hindu brethren will join hands with us and smash this 
High Command which 1s the greatest enemy of this country I 
do not want to say anything morc today Talk Icss, let us work, 
work, work, Organise Ourselves, hamess our resources, create 
solidarity and unity, Make sacrifices in the nght sense and I say 
there 18 the finest and bnghicst future for the Musalmans in this 
country ” (Cheers) 
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137 Appeals to Burmese — “Stop Brutahty Upon 
Indians’” 


Simla Mr MA _ Jinnah, in a statement to the Associated 
Press, on the Burma situation says 


Ever since the outbreak of trouble in Burma I have med to 
follow iw Since then very full accounts have appeared in 
newspapers all over India, and] have now had an opportunity of 
meeting the representatives of Indians in Burma who are at present 
m Simla And again today to my regret, I notice from the 
newspapers as well as from telegrams that I have rece:ved that 
ther. has been a recrudescence of nots at Mandalay and Rangoon 
The shocking accounts of brutality, murder arson and destruction of 
property in Burma carried out im an organised manner cannot 
ut leave tmpression upon one s mind that the Govemment of 
Burma have failed to protect the life and property of Indian nationals 
in Burma 1 wonder whether the Burmese Government will rise 
to the occasion now and maintain the name and = rcuputathion of 
Burma and without further delay sce that these atrocitics cease 
and that the Indian nauonals who have survived are at icast 
compensated for their suffenngs although the loss suffered in 
many cascs 1s ireparable 1 irust thal the Burmese Governmcnt 
will carry out its elementary duty of bringing to book those who 
have inflicted untold misery upon innocent Indian victims and 
penalise the people and areas responsible far thar misdeeds 


Deepest Sympathy 


Teo Indians in Burma J can only say that my deepest sympathics 
ro out to them in their sufferings that we in India will do whatcver 
ics In Our power to help our nauvonals inBurma and that in the 
interests of both races Tweuld appeal not ont to the Burmcse 
C:overnment but to the Burmese people for ey have to hve 
together with Indians as_ their nughbours to condemn 
unequivocally those acts of brutality practised upon Indians and 
put a stop to them And to the Indians may J also say that they 
should maintaim thew fortitude and adopt only honourable = and 
lawful methods In the meanwhile it 1s up to the Goverment of 
India to take up the matter firmly and press for action so_ that 
this may not for an easy precedent for future events of this 
aoe where different races and commumities hve together " — 
A > 
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138. ML MLAs to Attend Cairo Palestine Congress! 


New Delhi, September 7 Mr MA _ Jinnah, President All 
India Mushm League, has received a Ictter from the Secretanat, 
Parlhamentary Committee of Defence in Palestine, Cairo, inviting 
the Muslim members of the Indian Legislative Assemblies to 
attend the Muslim Congress to be held in Cairo in October to 
consider the Palestine question Mr Jinnah has issucd a 
statement asking Muslim members of vanous Icgislatures in 
India desirous of attending the Congress to inform him so that 
formal invitation may be 1ssucd to them Mr Sinnah’s statement 
says 


I have received the following Ictter from the Sccrctartal of the 


Parliamentary Committee for the Defence in Palestine Cairo datcd 
the 24th of August 


Thank you very much for your cfforts and 7cal towards 
the Palestine case and we hope that wt will have quick and 
good results for its solution We have becn very happy to 
receive a letter from Mr Siddiqi stating that he 1s working 
with you on behalf of the commuitice for the Congress We 
hope you will succeed im cabling the members of different 
legislative assemblics in India to attend the Congress We 
are prescnuly cpanng invitation cards which will be 
ready for distribunon im a week We shall send you ibout 
200 of themto be distmbutcd amongst our brethren in India 
His Exccllcncy Allouba Pacha 1s returning to Cairo in the 
first week of Scptembcr to conunuc his cfforts for the 
Congress We are even upon your zcal and courage 
in the calling of the largest possible number of members of 
Legislative Councils to attend the Congress it also requires 
active and quick work because we have Ilnith trme The 
Congress will bo held within forty days Thanking you vcry 
much and hoping to sce ihe Fruuful results of your great 
efforts 


Will) these members of the Muslim League partics in the 
various legislatures wha wish to attend the Congress in C nro 
kindly communicate with the Honorary Sccrctary of the All India 
Mushm League Central Office Dethi so that formal invitations 
may bo sent to them as soon as they are recciwved? The Congress 1s 
likely to be held in the beginning of October Tam glad to say that 
the central office of the All India Mushm Leapuc at us new 
premises at Dulhi Gat has now been fully reorganised In future 
all correspond nce other than personal in connechion with the All 
India Mushim League should be addressed to the Honorary 


Secrctary of the AH India Muslim Leayuc Park Mansions Delhi 
Gate Delhi —— API 
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139 “Congress Machinafion to Discredit Punjab 
Government’™”™ 


New Dethi, September 8 Mr MA Jinnah, President of the 
All India Mushm League, has issued the following statement 


‘It as very difficult to make every mdividual understand the 
complex dnestion of why we supported the principle of the Amy 
Bill The Bill was mtended to guard agamst the propaganda that is 
4 ng camed on in the Punjab to prevent recruitment to the Amy 
and to instigate acts of muliny and msubordination The objects of 
those who are carrying on ths organised move and much to our 
rpmet the support which 1s being given to it by responsible 
Congress Icaders would result if successful, in affecting the 
future recruits Musalmans form 65 to 70 per cent of the present 
strengih of the Army and if they are goaded by muisicading 
propaganda and insugation to resort to acts of insubordinavon 
and mutiny their carcers will be blasted and many of them will 
suffer severe penalues as m the prescnt conditions India 16 not 
ready for an armed revolunon ft is to prevent these dangerous and 
disastrous consequences that would cnsuc to the Musalmans and 
the Sikhs that the Punjab Government were naturally anxious for a 
measure necessary to deal with the situation 


lf dy Congress machinabon were to succeed thaw object 
beng to discrcchit the Punjab Government there would be scnous 
re volt inthe Anmy and the cntire blame would be thrown) on ue 
Punjab Mimstry which 1s predomimantly Mushm In the gencral 
mturcest of India we Came to the conclusion that such 4 message or 
1 lead should not cmanate from responsible leaders of the 
Assembly asmen who are hkcly to pay any heed to our opimon 
would certainly come from the best national material of our pcople 
and we owe them a responsibility before we send any such 
indhhcavon to thcm io be acted upon as itis they who will suffer 
Most 


Central Matter 


ft ais noteworthy that the Congress propaganda of this chardctcr 
i only practised in the Punjab and in no other province We 
therefore considered m the larger imtcrest of our country and that 
of the Musalmans in parucular that the principle of the Bill im the 
present conditions could not be rejected but insicad of imposing 
the Measure on the provinces from the Centre ut is Icft to the 
Ministry in cach provinces who) ate responsible to thar 
kpislature and to the pubhc to put mlo operation the provisions of 
the Bill as and when they think u necessary in ther province 
The subject maticr not bemg provincial the provincial Governments 
or any one of them if they requircd could not enact such 4a measure 
in thar respective legislatures as it relates to Defence and Army 
which 3s an exclusively Central subycet and the Central Legislature 
alone could deal with 11 


We may point oul to the average Musalman that these general 
isucs and questions which are engaging our attenuon from time 
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to time are full of catches [sic] and there are wheels within wheels 
And they must remember that political matters are like a game of 
chess erefore it is difficult always to make every individual 
understand They must not beheve in the false and seductive 
propaganda. nor carned away when their sentiments and religious 
ecelings are appealed to in the name of Palestine and Waziristan by 
our adversanes I know that the Musalmans are not yet sufficiently 
educated and trained in politics and I gtve them a word of caution 
not to be tncked into taking hasty actions by the plausible and 
minguing arguments of our opponents *— AP 
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140 ML “Cannot Establish Branches in Indian States’” 


Bhopal, September 19 “According to the present consutution 
of thc All India Mushm League, membership of the League 1s 
contined to the residents of British India only and thercfore it 1s 
obvious that we cannot establish the branches of the League in 
Indian States,” says Mr MA Jinnahina message to the Mushms 
of Bhopal 

He conttnucs “But there 1s nothing to prevent Musalmans 
lront organising themselves wherever they are to safeguard their 
nghts and interests, and I need hardly say that no terntonal 
hmats can stand in the way of Musalmans wherever they are 
You may belong to one domrinion and I may belong to another, 
but the children of Islam are bound to share the joys and 
sorrows of each other wherever they may be’ 


Message Civil & Military Gazette 20 September 1938 
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141. Muslims Want “Honourable Place in Country’s 
Administration’! 


Karachi, October 7 A rousing welcome was accorded to Mr 
M A Jinnah, President clect of the Sind Mushm Leaguc 
conference, on his arnval this afternoon by special train from 
Hyderabad (Sind) From the caster border at Chorr all along the 
route up to Hyderabad platforms were overcrowded and 
Hyderabad station presented a gala appearance Here Mr Jinnah 
boarded a special train with Mir Ghulam Ali Talpur and about 500 
others and they armved this = aftcrmoon in the city station 
accompanicd by acroplanes 

Unprecedented scenes were witnessed at the station where 1f was 
impossible to move about owing to the crowd whose cnthusiasm 
was unbounded Mr Jinnah was received on the platform by Sir 
Abdoola Haroon, Chairman of the Reception Committee and 
Muslim leaders After inspecting the Guard of Honour provided 
by the National Guard, Mr Jinnah centered an open landau 
drawn by four horses and, preceded by a mile-long procession, 
made slow progress along a circuitous route to the conference 
pandal 

The League flag was borne on horseback first, followed by a 
band Fishermen came next with a huge artificial fish on decorated 
cans A stcam launch on whcecls followed and thereafter camc 
members of vanous Anjumans The cavalry presented a smart 
appearance, but outstanding 1n the procession were about 70 
camel mders im Arab costume Akharwalas Scouts and other 
Organtsations were followed by six pilot cars before Mr Jinnah’s 
coach came and thereafter came a long string of vehicles of every 
descripuon, besides those walking Acroplanes overhcad dropped 
flowers on the roadway and thnilled the gathenng with acrobatics 
Flag Unfurled 


A huge crowd crammed the conference pandal where Mr 
Ninnah unfurled the League flag and made a short speech in which 
he said that the honour donc him was not in a personal capacity 
Dut as the League President He expressed the hope that Muslims 
of India would protect the flag even at the nsk of losing their 
lives ‘Islam cannot be suppressed”, he declared, and although 
they wanted India free they wanted to lve in that free India with 
dignity Mr Jinnah advised the Sind Muslims to unite and not 
form vanous partics In the fight for pohtucal mghts Sind 
Muslims must not be lagging behind other communities “We 
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Muslims will not submit to any position of subordination, those 
dreaming of establishing domination over Muslims will be 
disillusioned soon,” declared Mr Jinnah replying to Sir Ghulam 
Hussam Hidayatullah’s toast at a dinner at the Karachi Club 

Mr Jinnah said that the Muslims longed for an honourable 
place in the administration and Government of the country If 
this was resisted they were prepared to fight to the bitter end 
Their quarrel was not with the Hindu community but against 
the Congress High Command which for the last one year had 
adopted a thoroughly anlagonisuc attitude to the Muslim 
League, dividing the Mushms and imposing the Congress 
dommation This was very dangerous and would retard the 
progress of the country scnously Advecrtung to Sind politics, 
Mr Jinnah was sorry to sec Sind tom to pieces, adding that 
if was extraordinary that the Governor did not agree to 
summon the Iegislature He was shocked to hear that the Sind 
Assembly was not likely to mect ull February 
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142. “Congress High Command Definitely Armed 
Annthilate ML’” 


Karachi, Friday [7 October] Interesting post-prandial 
speeches were delivered tonight at the Karachi Club where a 
dinner in honour of Mr MA Jinnah, President of the All India 
Muslim League, and the President elect of the Sind Provincial 
Muslim League Conference was held The hosts were Haji Sir 
Abdoola Haroon, Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatullah and Khan 
Bahadur Abdul Sattar Over two hundred covers were laid and 
the guests included representatives of all communitics and 
provinces The after dinner spcakers were Sir Ghulam Hussain 
Hidayatullah, Mr MA Jinnah, Khan Bahadur Gurmani, Raja of 
Mahmudabad, Maulana Shaukat Ali and Mir Ayub Khan 

Sir Ghulam Hussain thanked Mr MA _ Jinnah for kindly 
accepting the invitation of presiding over the deliberations of 
the Sind Provincial League conference He referred to the hot 
winds blowing in Sind for the past few days and thanked the 
Almighty God for sending some cool breezes tonight as the 
President of the Muslim League was 1n Karachi He interpreted 
it aS a special favour of Nature to Mr Jinnah who had come 
down to Sind for a good cause Sir Ghulam Hussain felt that 
Mr Jinnah was not only a politician of all-India fame but an 
intemational figure He referred to Mr Jinnah as a brillant 
lawyer and an astute politician He said that the hfe of Mr 
Jinnah was an objcct-lesson for any ambitious young man 
Talking of the greatness of Mr Jinnah, Sir Ghulam Hussain 
declared that Mr Jinnah was an undtsputed leader of the 
Musalmans of India He was a patnot of the highest order and 
a Nationalist of Nationalists According to Sir Ghulam Hussain, 
the lume honoured saying ‘A prophet 1s not without honour 
exccpt in his own country,’ was disproved by Mr M A Jinnah 
who was not only honoured by his countrymen but was 
literally revered by the Muslim Leaguers Sind was proud 
ot Mr Jinnah because he was a Sindhi 


‘Place of Small Men’ 


Sir Ghulam Hussain protested against a remark offered by a 
veteran Congress man a few weeks ago that Sind was a place of 
small men He said he did not care 10 take notice of such 
remarks because he knew that Sind had produced men hke H 
H the Aga Khan, Mr Jinnah, Mr F E Dinshaw anda number 
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of distinguished Hindu Icaders He then mtroduced some of the 
distinguished visitors, present as well as absent, who werc 
attending the League conference Hc read out the names, Hon 
Mr Fazvlul Hug, Premicr of Bengal, who had rendcred valuable 
services to his own province He will arnve tomorrow morning 
by Lahore Marl 

Sir Sikander Hyat Khan, popular Premier of the Punjab, will 
come tomorrow by air Sir Ghulam Hussain expected the 
ciuzens of Karachi to give a rousing reception to him at Dnigh 
Road Raja of Mahmudabad was charactenzed by him asa 
worthy son of a worthy father Maulana Shaukat Ali, popularly 
known as the Big Brother, was a born fighter like his younger 
brother, Muhammad Ali Nawab Jamal Khan of Lagan, 
although a Baloch, was a bom social reformer He had made 
great sacrifices, said Sir Ghulam Hussain, m order to kecp 
intact the solidanty of his party in the punjab He also made a 
mention of the sacnfices of SirCurnmmbhoy Ibrahim, a Baronct 
of Bombay, Khan Bahadur Ghulam Al, a nght-hand man of Sir 
Sikander Hyat Khan and Raja of Pirpur who was chairman of 
the Industnal Committee Reverting again to Mr Jinnah, Sir 
Ghulam Hussain said that he was an ambassador of peace who 
was responsible for the Lucknow Pact and who was cven now 
stnving hard to bring about an understanding between the two 
great cCommuniues of India — the Hindus and the Muslims 

Sir Ghulam Hussain made a classic statement by saying that the 
Muslims of Sind wanted to be hounourable partners in the 
administration of Government, they did not necessanly want the 
change Of masters He assured the minority communitics of Sind 
as also of the whole of India that in the hands of the Muslim 
League the interests of the vanous muinontics would be 
safeguarded 


Proud to be Sindhi 


Mr MA _ Jinnah stated that he was proud to be a Sindhi and 
also that he was born in Sind He referred to Sind when it was 
sulla part of the Bombay Presidency, very different from the 
rest. of the province, geographically, physically and = cven 
naturally He was glad that now it was) an autonomous 
Province Commenting on Sind politics, Mr Jinnah said that 
he was simply shocked when he learned that the next session 
of the Sind Legislature would not be called before February 
1939 (There were cries of shame, shame ) Mr Jinnah repeated 
the classic statement of Sir Ghulam Hussain that the nine crores 
of Mushms were not interesied in the change of masters, but 
what they wanted was that they should be treated as honourable 
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partners in the admimstration of the country He maintamed 
that Muslims could not accept any posiuon of subordination 
and added that those who were under the impression that they 
could dominate over nine crores of Muslims would have to be 
disillusioned of that idea According to Mr Jinnah, the All India 
Muslim Leaguc was no doubt an organisation of the Muslims, 
but it was dcfimitcly national in its policy He said that the 
Muslims of India would fight ull their last breath to gain their 
deserving place Talking of the minonues, Mr MA _ Jinnah 
asserted that all the minonty commumitics of India should be 
made to feel a sense of secunty They should be assured that they 
would be treated with yusticc and fair play But the assurances 
should be, said Mr Jinnah, in the form of decds and not mere 
words He criticized the attitude of the Congress High Command 
towards the Muslim Leaguc which he said was dcfinitely 
directed to annihilate the League He said the Congress wanted 
to forst their will on the Mushms of India 

Mr Jinnah gave a solemn assurance that in Sind he would 
not chalk Out a programme which would in anyway, whcther 
by words or deeds, go against the Iicgitimate mghts of the 
Hindus who were in minonty here He appealed to the Hindus 
as well as the Muslims of Sind to help him in achieving the 
object which was very near his heart and which would raise 
the head of Sind before the other provinces of India He 
concluded, “1 am proud of Sind but if you help me 1n achieving 
oT object, I shall be more proud than I have cver been in my 
ife” 
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143 “Congress Policies will Break India Vertically and 
Horizontally’”! 


“Ladies and Gentlemen! I thank you for the honour you have done 
me by asking me to preside over this All Smd Muslim League 
Conference Sind has a wonderful history behind it and it gives 
me apeculiar pleasure that I should have the privilege of presiding 
over a great conference of Mushms I most heartily congratulate 
you for havmg estabhshed the District Mushm Leagues in almost 
allef your Distncts and having organized the Musalmans of Sind in 
the manner m which you have done within such a short ume 
This great political consciousness and awakening that has taken 
place among the Musalmans of Sind 1s a great pointer and I fecl 
confident that with the help of your sclfless leaders and workers, 
Sind will come into its own and set an example tothe rest of India 
You know the efforts of the All India Muslim League to separate 
Sind were seriously started in 1927 and the demand to separate Sind 
was incorporated in the Delht Mushm League proposals in March 
1927 It was a hard and arduous struggle but notwithstanding the 
strenuous opposition from various quarters ultimately if was 
decided to separate Sind from Bombay Presidency aS an 
indcependcnt Province with a consutulion on an equal footing 
with the rest of the Provinces of the Briush India 


Now that your Province 1s an mdepcndcnt cnuty the greatest 
responsibility rests on the shoulders of the Musalmans of Sind for 
the welfare and the progress of your Province Not long ago the 
Musalmans in Sind were divided and torn mto groups but today I 
am happy to find that there 1s a wonderful public spimt, solidarity 
and unity demonstrated and with proper orgamvation if you 
mobile and harness your powers there 1s nothing to prevent the 
Mushm League of your Province from assuming the rems of the 
Government of your Province It is in your hands now You must 
remember that it 1s your duty and responsibility which cills upon 
you to conduct the affairs of the Government of Sind he 
constituhen enacted by the Government of India Act of 1935 
although it incorporatcs many objectionable features yet you should 
uulive it) wath your majority Strength successfully for the 
economic social educational and pohucal uphft of the people — of 
Sind and im = particular of the Musalmans I feel confident that 
mainly the Musalmans of Sind and the nght thinking Hmdus will 
Tealive that the progress and the welfare of the Province hes m 
Mamtaining the cook principics of justice, fair play and friendly 
co operation amongst the people of Sind 


‘While speaking in this great city and the capital of Sind 
Karachi with 1s magnificent position that it occupies, the 
wondcrful seaport, and constituung as it does the first homeland of 
Musalmans it gives me no small pleasure that I should preside 
over a conference of the kind the hke of which has never before 
taken place im Sind and you can well imagine my = surgin 
emotions when I tcli you that Karachi 1s my birthplace and 


'Presidenual address at Sind Mushm League Conference, Karachn, 8 October 
1938 Mushm League Documents, Vol 242 Document No 9 See Sind Observer 
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text of the address 
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cannot adcquatcly express how deeply anxious I am for its 
welfare and how cone ally I wish your province to mse to its fuil 
Stature and play your great ind mghtful part in the counsels of 
Moushm India Musalmans of Sind have another sacred duty to 
perform and a far graver task m front of them and it 1s that aspect 
which 1 want to impress upon you In the all India Mushm 
struggle against the vanous forces which are out to destroy and 
divide the Musalmans by means of corupuon and dishonest 

opaganda you have to guard yourself agamst it and stand solid 
benind the All India Muslim League which is the only authonlanve 
and representative organization of the Musalmans of India It 15 an 
irony of fate that the two provinces for which the All India 
Mushm Leaguc fought successfully that 1s the Sind and the North 
West Frontier Province should remain outside the ken of the All 
India Muslim League But [ am glad that Sind Musalmans have 
now seahved (sic) The wonderful rally on their part is a_ bright 
sign and new chapter in the History of the All India Mushm 
League North West Frontier Province for which the Mushm 
League fought against every machination including the 
opposition on the part of the Congress iuself against our demand 
that it should have the constitution and reforms on an equal footng 
with all the othcr provinces of the British India should remain, 
when Itberatcd undcr the hecl of Wardha 


But IT feel confident that 1 will not be very long bcfore the 
Musalmans of North West Fronuer Province will come home on the 
platform of the All India Muslim League and work as loyally and 
Faithfully as any Musalman under the banner and the flag of the 
All India Muslim Leaguc and those who have and are sull 
musicading the Pathans will mect with their Nemesis 


“The struggic that we arc carrying on 1s not merely for loaves 
and fishes, minisicrships and jobs nor are we opposed to the 
cconomic social and cducahonal uplift of our countrymen as it 1s 
falsely alleged We want to make cvcry contnbution to the uphift 
of our people parucularly the Musalmans Do not believe when 
you are told that the policy and programme of the Leaguc is 
reachonary No honest man who has studied the poahcy and 
programme of the League can conscicntiously and truthfully say 
that stoas anything but fully nanonal and most progressive Yet 
Mushm Leaguc and its Icadcrs arc daily musrepresented and 
vilified ‘Fruth is suppressed and falschood is broadcast in the 
Congress press ind news agencies of course we having no press 
But the greatest misfortune of India is that the High Command of 
the Congress has idoptcd a most brutal, oppressive and inimical 
atutude towards the All India Muslim League since they securcd 
the mayornty in the six provinces 


‘After they decided to accept office and work the consutuuion 
when we were ready and offered our hand of co operauon as we 
had already made nt clear before and after the elections also, the 
first demand was that the League must hquidate itself and we 
were told that it reprosenis nobody except few estimable middie 
class gentlemen And secondly the decision was taken that we 
must treated as an anathema and the Leapue groups in the 
yerious = Icgislatures were boycotted by the Congress And the 
members of the League party in the legislatures were to be treated 
as untouchables and that no one was to be included in the ministry of 
those provinces from amongst the representatives of the League 
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party unless they unconditionally signed the pledge, the ‘policy, 
and the programme of the Congress wmch honestly speaking 1s 
much worse than that of the All India Mushm League and more 
communal, m fact, except that we stand for the adequate and 
effective safeguards for the nghts and imterests of the Musalmans 
and that we do not agree with false creed of ‘truth and 
non violence’ which is observed and honoured more in breach 
They were asked to abyure therr party and forego their creed 
policy and programme which 1s far more honest and 
straightforward and practical 


“They started m the legislatures with a song of Bande Mataram 
which 1s not only idolatrous but in its origin and substance a 
hymn to spread hatred for the Musalmans And they in _ therr 
wisdom tned and are persisting now and compelling the school 
authoriues to sing Bande Mataram at congregations and school 

atherings although it 1s admitted that m 1s not a national) song 

hey have persistently hoisted tncolour flags in a most aggressive 
and offensive manner on ail Government and pubhe msttunons 
irespecuve ofthe feelings of others although it 1s admitied that u 
1S not a national flag hey started the ushm Mass Contact’ 
which 15 not only silly but dangerous and some wiseacre amongst 
them think that this will bmng = about the destrucuon of the 
Communal Award or at any rate nullify its object and destroy 
the true strength of Mushm representation in the various 
legislatures and further thereby force every Muslim to submit 
to the membership of the Congress They have been forcing radical 
changes m the educational system of the Provinces and to run the 
department on Wardha scheme which has assumed the name of 
Vidya Mandir and make Hindi compulsory im the guise of 
Hindustani but highly Sanskritised as Iingua franca’ of India 
and leave no stone unturned to suppress Urdu which is _ the 
language of the largest number of Musalmans in India and thus 
give a death blow to their culture and their solidanty 


“Every available post or job 1s reserved for the Congress men 
or those Musalmans who are prepared to desert or vilify the 
League The Civil Liberues’ has assumed new definiton That 
in the absence of Swadeshi Laws, ‘lawless and reactionary laws’ 
such as the ‘Criminal Law Amendment Act’ and ‘Section 144” are 
to be freely utihzed against those persons who disobey or differ 
from the Congress Minismes and particularly m the case of the 
members of the Mushm League Measures are brought in bills have 
been passed and laws have been enacted which are obviously 
highly detrumental to the mterests of the Musalmans, for mstance 
amendments of the franchise system of voting and representation of 
mimoriues in Municipal, Loca) and District Boards The Mushm 
Press is terrorized under threat of penalty of  forfeiure of 
stcunies and m some cases the obnoxious executive orders 
have been passed and secunties of some Mushm Urdu papers 
have been forfeited Is this the national programme that 1s beim 
pursued for the advancement of the people of this country whic 
will achieve freedom and mdependence of India? If this 1s the 
forctaste on the threshold of the limited and restncted authority 
and power enjoyed by the Congress J shudder to think what 
would be the fate of ninety millions of Musalmans im this country 
uf the Congress were incharge of full and plenary powers of the 
Government of India, and yet the other day the President of the 
Congress had the temerity m speaking at the Hanpura Congress 
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Session m February 1938 to solemnly ask ‘I would put it to the 
members of the minority communitics in India to consider 
dispassionatcly if thcy have anything to fear when the Congress 
programme 1s put into operalon o far | have not dealt with the 
cases of malircatment and tyranny and persecution regarding which 
columns and colunms have been filled by newspapers — specially im 
three Provinces of Bihar UP and C and we are awaiting the 
report of the commritcc that has been appointed I hope that the 
report will be out before the next session of Muslim League in 
December 1938 


L148 common knowledge that the average Congres man whether 
he 4% a member by conviction or Convenience’ arrogatcs to himself 
the role of a ruler of this country and although he does not possess 
the educational quahficaions traming and culture and traditions 
of the Britush burcaucral he behaves and acts towards the 
Musalmans m a much worse manner than the British did towards 
Indians The Supreme Command may well deplore corruption, 
untruthfulness and wiolence and may further deplore the faked 
register of membership of the Congress by ‘convemence 


“Thesc ar a few characteristic features of the Congress 
programme so far regarding the Musalmans But we aye told very 
recently m your city by ahigh authonty that surely the fact that 
the Govemors have not yet thought fit to interfere or cxercise 
thor special powers 1s a proof posinve and shows that the 
Musalmans are not only justly and fawly trcated but they are dealt 
with handsomcly and generously I know that Governors and the 
Governor General have failed the mimoriics and specially the 
Musalmans But on the othcr hand we are told thal there is a 
ponilemen agreement and a secret understanding bctwecn the British 
jovernment and the Congress in consequence of which assurances 
were piven that such powers will not be exercised, and so 11 15 
obvious that the Congress Muimistnes are getimg the longest rope 
with the result that the foolish policy of the Congress is responsible 
not only for mtense bitterness between the two sisicr 
communilics bul among the vanous classes and mtcrcsts It has 
resuld in serious clashes and conflicts and all will which are 
bound to recom in the long run on the Progress and welfare of 
India Tt stems that Congress 15 only tumbling imio the hands 
of those who arc looking forward to the creation of a senous 


situation which will break India verucally and honsontally But 
uus 15 not all 


Now let us tum to Bengal, Punjab and Assam In_ these 
provinces there happens to be a predominant Mushm voice in the 

inistnies and hence they are made the largei and the object of 
fintl destruachon by the Congress High Command In Bengal 
the move to defeat Fastul Huq Ministry has tgnomimiously 
faked In Punjib various cfforts are made to weaken the Ministry 
of Ser Sikander) Hyat But in Punjab they have not yet dared to 
table a ono confidence motion because Punjab Ministry cannot 
i be bent In Assam) Mr Siadullah s Minisiry resigned 
mimediately the Congress Prosident went post haste with other 
henchmen and agcnis to help the birth of a so called Congress 

misty im utter disregard of all thew provious fessions and 
declarations and contrary tw their avowed detcrmimation to have 
nothing to do with coalition and he pathered logether_vanous 
groups all and sundry But in formmg the Ministry Mr Bordoloi 
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was not able to announce the name of even one of the threc 
Mushm Mimsters who were to be included in the Ministry Apart 
from the methods adopted further to move the Presidcnt for 
adjournment of the Assembly sime die was hardly creditable, and 
fot a great party not to face the legislature knowing full well 
that they had not the majority at their back was sheer cowardice 
It as under threat of suspension of oath taking ceremony that the 
President and Congress party agreed to the sessions of the 
Assembly being called at an early date and up to the present 
moment Mr Bordolo: has not been able to get more than one of 
the three Muslim Mnrnisters and he 1s still hunting for the 
remaiming two Mushm Miunisters When 56 members of the 
Assembly out of 107 arc not only agamst the so called Congress 
Ministry but have tabled the vote of no confidence, I congratulate 
the President, Mr Bose, for his statesmanhike achievement for this 
stllborn child which he is now anxious to feed by means of 
oxygen and bring to hfe by appeahng to the European planters 
to come to his rescue 


‘The Congress High Command is_ obsesscd with one idca and 
determined to divide the Musalmans and particularly to break the 
sohdanty of the Mushm League no matter how low they may 
have to stoop) They have no scruples or any standard or principle 
in their methods Their policy 1s based on arrogance and 
oppottunism and unfortunately they are at the present moment 
2clung the support of a large body of Hindus who have respect 
for the Congress and they are being fully exploned Not only 
that but even Mr Gandhi who has acquircd the spiritual 
influcnce over a large body of the Hindu public and with his halo 
of Mahatma 15 used by those who surround him He often tincs to 
gut out of the awkward corners by fallrmg back upon his mner 
voice or the voice of silence and relics upon the fact that he 15 not 
csen a four anna member of the Congress and he deplores 
vormupren untmaithfulncss and violence and pleads to his utter 
helplessness for the decisions of Congress High Command This 
grand Fascist Council the Working Commuttec which 1s named the 
shadow cabinct’ of a parallel Government of India 1s supposcd to 
speak on behalf of the Indian Nation Some of its antics remind 
one of a clown imitaung the arust m a circus Durime the crnuical 
situation about the cnd of September Jasi this so-called shadow 
cabinet conunually sat in sessions and kept vigil as the All India 
Congress commuutce had entnistcd them with a power to take such 
decisions as they thought peer with regard to the qucstion of 
India s part in the event of the war breaking out 


So to begin with a sympathcuc message was sent by the High 
Command to the Government of Cvechoslovakia and the Mahatma 
and the Working Commiticce were contimuing the vigil waiung for 
the Whitchall to approach Mahatma Gandhi ul the war 1s averted 
and soon now the vigil will terminate and India must breathe a 
sign of relief as we are saved from the Congress decision with 
Tegard to the war for the moment So now this is the situation and 
Postion that we have to face It 1s no use relying upon anyone 
else We must stand on our own inherent strength and build up 
our own power and forge sancuions behmd our decisions — Today 
we are told that even for the purpose of a sctlement of Hindu 
Muslim question we do not represent the Musalmans of India 
and we are required to prove the position and status of ours b 
service and merits’ before the mighty High Comman 
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Gentlemen! the meaning 1s clear It 1s no use our blaming others, 
11 15 no use Our accusing Our Opponents only, if 1s no use our 
expecting our enemues to behave differently If the Musalmans are 
going to be defeaied m their national goal and aspirations, at 
will only be by the petreyel of the Musalmans among us as 1 has 
happened in he past For the renegades and trailors I have 
nothing to say ERE Y can do their worst But I appeal most 
fervently to those usalmans who honestly feel for ther 
community and its welfare and those who are misled or 
misguided and indifferent to come on to the platform of the Muslim 
League and work under us flag, and please close your rank and 


file and stand sold and united at any and all costs and speak and 
act with one voice 


“Here ] wish to make clear that I am not fighting the Hindu 
community as such nor have IT any quarrel with the Hindus 
enerally for 1 have many personal friends amongst them, but the 
Panties ‘High Command’ 1s in my opinion the greatest enemy of 
India’s progress and for the matter of that even of the interesis of 
Hindus Although there are many Himdus who entirely condemn 
them and are completely fed up with them yet a large body of the 
Hindu pubhe 1s sull hypnotised and mesmerized by them by their 
seducuve and abusive propaganda and disingenuous catchwords 
and slogans Will they get thar frcedom of judgement and acnuon! 


“With regard to the tragedy of Palcstinc thal 1s going on at 
prescnt and the muthless repression that 1s practised against the 
Arabs because of their struggic for the freedom of their country, 
I need hardly tell you that we had most convincing proofs 
demonstrated all over India that the heart of every usalman 
1s wih them m= thew brave and wonderful struggle that they are 
carrying on against all odds and in spite of their being 
defenceless’ According to the resolution of the All India Muslim 
League Council 26th of August was observed all over India as 
the Palestine Day and from al) accounts I can say without 
exaggeration that thousands and thousands of meetings were held 
all over india fully and fervently sympathising with those who are 
fighung for their country’s frcedom usalmans heart 1s wounded 
and lacerated when they hear the mews and the accounts of 
ruthless and tyrannical oppression and repression of those brave 


Arabs and 1 know that the enure Muslim world 1s watchmg the 
domgs of Great Britain there 


“tT may imform you that the Mushm League Council appointed a 
speci committee at thew meeting of the 30th July 1938 to consider 
the ucshion of sendin official deputation abroad 
specially to Palesunc and England and direct the committee to 
consider the ways and means by which an effective pressure can 
be = brought to bear upon the Bntish Government And _ that 


Committee pecenuy ae at Badaun and have m response to the 
wvitauon from c tian Parl mm 
Delinice ae tolcnine “§YP 1 athamentary Co) itee for the 


aes osen five representatives on behalf of the 
i ndia Muslhm League to attend the Parhamentary Congress of 
; abs and Muslim countnes which will be held m Casro staring 
rom the 7th October 1938 wih a view to consider the present 
<tshioo m_ Palestine < of our representanves Mr 
Pe ee Mr Abdur Rahman Siddiqui and Maulana 

ay Uddin out of the five appointed have already left India 
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and are on their way to Cairo Further, according to the mstruttions 
of the Egyptitan Parhamen Committee we have notified that 
if any other member of the uslim League party im Legislature 
desires to pence: in the Congress the invitauon will be rssued 
to him by the Secretary, All India Muslim League We shall 
awa the results of the delberanons and the decisions of that 
Congress and then I may assure you that the All India Muslim 
League will do all that lies in us power to help the cause of the 
Avake in Palestine 


“T am glad here to note that Congress Working Committce also at 
Delh1 have passed a resolution That having regard to its 
importance it was moved by the chair without any comments 
This 1s an indication of the superficial interest’ the Congress 
takes m matters which the Musalmans consider nearest and 
dearest to thew heart Dumng the recent umes Great Britam has 
thrown her friends to the wolves and broken her solemn promises 
Only those succeed with the British people who possess force and 
power and who are in a posilion to bully them ey have also Jct 
down and thrown the Musalmans of India to the wolves I[ am sure 
that there will be no peace in the Near East unless they give an 
honest and square dcal to the Arabs in Palestine 


‘In India I may draw the altennon of His Majesty s Government 
and the Bnush_ statesmen who I am sure are not under any delusion 
that Congress represents the people of India or Indian nation, for 
there are 90 millions of Musalmans And _ I would draw their 
attention and here also of the Congress High Command and ask 
them to mark learn and inwardly digest the recent upheaval and 
us consequent developments which threatened the world war It 
was because the Sudeten Germans who were forced under the hecl 
of the majority of Czechoslovakia who oppressed them 
suppressed them, maltreated them and showed a brutal and callous 
disregard for their rights and interests for two decades hence the 
mevitable result that the Republic of Czechoslovakia is now 
brokcn up and a new map will have to be drawn Just as_ the 
Sudeien Germans were noi defenceless and survived the oppression 
and persecution for two decades so also thc Musalmans are not 
defenceless and cannot give up their national entity and aspirations 
m this great conunent Here also I may mennon the Frontier policy 
of the Government of India which sooner 1f 18 given up the 
better and methods of rcconcrhation are resorted to instead P wt 
therefore appeal to the Britsh Government to review and revise 
their policy with regard to Palestine Wazinstan and Musalmans of 
India and the Islamic powers generally It 15 im the interest of 
Great Bmnitain to senously consider the reonentation im the light 
me i. developments that have taken place dunng the last two 

lecades 


To the Musaimans therefore I say go forward and organize 
your people all over India and if reasons and arguments fal our 
ullzmate resort must depend upon our own mbherent strength and 
power I do not despair nor need we fear the consequences 1n this 
great struggle of life and death which mvolves the destiny of 90 
milhons BS our people” 
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144. Advises Leaders of Communities —“‘Live and Let 
Live’’' 


Karachi, Saturday, October 8 Mr Mohammad Al: Jinnah, 
President of the All India Mushm League and President elect 
of the First Sind Provincial League Conference, was honoured 
this evening by the citizens of Karachi in the Municipal Office 
compound He was presented with an address of welcome 
arustucally pamted on piece of silk which was cncascd in a 
silver casket Over four thousand pcople of all communitics 
witnessed the function and heard the Mayor’s address and the 


reply given by Mr Jinnah amid cheers and cnes of ‘Alah-o- 
Akbar ’ 


Following 1s the text of the address presented to Mr Jinnah 


The Address 


We the Mayor and Councillors of the Municipal corporauon 
of the City of Karachi extend to you, on behalf of the citizens a most 
cordial welcome in our midst this evening Having been born im 
Karachi where you also received your carly education we feel 
graufied and proud that one of the sons of this soit should have 
reached to this high stauon of hfe and be an accreditcd leader m 
this great country It therefore gladdens our hearts to have you 


with us today and to have this opportumty of tendering our 
welcome to you 


Your forcnsic ability our industry and above all your 
upriphiness of character carly won for you a name im the legal 
profession which gots added lusicr when it has men hke you as 115 
yvotarics Your profession could not however absorb all your 
cnergics and you soon turncd your iatenuon to the pohucal life of 
the country and oo association im carly life with other Indian 
leaders ike Mr Dadibhir Naoroy ? Mr Gopal Knshna Gokhale ? 
Sir Phcroseshah Mchta* and others startcd you on your work 


'Pubhe speech Daily Gazette 9 October 1938 


7B 1825 cdn Elphinstone Colluge Bombay Assistant Professor of Mathematics 
ind Physics 1850 later Professor An afflucnt membcr of Parsi community 
and 4 prominent businessman of Bombay having trading hnks with Britain 
Membr Bombiy Legshiuve Counel 1885 Presidem, Indian National 
Congress 1886 1893 and 1906 First Indian to be elected to House of Commons 
(from Central Finsbury on_a Liberal Party ucket) 1892 young Jinnah having 
canvassed for him (see Miatlubul Hasan Saryid Mohammad Ah Jinnah A 
Polity at Study Flic Publishers Karachi, Ist ediuon 1945, 1970 edition p3), a 
liberal ind humanist descnbed as ‘the Grand Old Man of India d 1917 
‘Supra p3O,n I 
4 
c }XiS called to the Bar 1868 Founder member of the Indian National 
onpress 1885 a Parsi, liberal and nationalist, he disagreed with his 
came porary Dadabha:r Naoroy that Indias national battle be fought im 
en arhament started Bo y C hronicie 1873 Municipal Commissioner 
F aed? speroton ae Meme Bombay Legislative Council 1886 and 
M Oo 
University March D5 a 1915 Tage Waren nese“ a) empey 
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which, with the passage of time, has absorbed you completely and 
clarmed your undivided attentron and service Your work as a 
legislator and statesman for a pernod of nearly thirty years 15 
mdeed a proud record While some may have differed from your 
opinions none has ever doubted your patnotism, imdcpendene of 
characler and sincenty of purpose and your counsel has been 
always sought on momentous occasions We all hope and pray 
that you will give a lead to the various communiles m this country 
to lave m amity and peace and guide them to that goal of progress 
and prosperity which we know 1s dear to your heart’ 


Mir Jinnah’s Reply 


Rising amidst much applause Mr Jinnah thanked the Mayor 
and the Councillors of the Karachi Municipal Corporation for the 
honour done to him in the form of a civic welcome to the cily 
of his birth 

Referring to the hope expressed in the address that he should 
Iead the various communitics of India to a life of peace and 
amity, he said that he had never flinched from the principle that 
co-operauon and goodwill must be established between the 
different communitics Mr Jinnah belicved that 1n_ thts alone 
lay the salvation of the country He stated that though “peace 
and amity among different communitics’” was a motto which 
many people often repeated, but in practice it was rather difficult 
to accomplish He gave an analogy from European pohucs 
where every nation curscd war and condemned the race in 
imaments, yet the very same nations continued their afmament 
programmes and prepared for war 

Otfenng his own solution Mr Jinnah said, “In order to bnng 
about the desired happy state, 1115 incumbent on all the leaders 
of the different communities to realize the actualitics and the 
realiuics I call upon all leaders of the various communitics to 
place all their cards on the table and then endeavour to solve 
ihe problems with which they are faced’ Emphasising the same 
point he advised the leaders of the vanous communiics to take 
cognizance of the existing actualiics, even though they might 
have their own theones for solving their peculiar problems 
Concluding his speech Mr Jinnah enunciated the doctnne of 

[tive and let live” and urged the vanous Indian leaders to act 
in such a way as to give a sense of security to all the 
communilics lining in the country 
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145. Autonomy for Baluchistan — “Promises 
Wholehearted Support’ 


Karachi, Saturday, 8 October. The need for separating 
Baluchistan from Sind and constituting it into an autonomous 
province was urged this moming by a deputation of the Baluchis, 
led by Khan Bahadur Allahbux Gabol, who waited on Mr 
Mohammad Ali Jinnah, President of the All India Mushm 
League, at the residence of Haji Sir Abdoola Haroon Mr Jinnah 
promised his wholchcarted support and informed the 
deputatrionssts that he had interested himsclf in this question 
since 1927 

The Baluch deputation also urged Mr Jinnah to appoint a 
Commission on bchaif of the All India Mushm Leaguc to 
investigate the truc state of affairs obtaining m the Bugti tnbal 
area They strongly protesied against the ban on the recruitment 
of Baluchis to the Army since 1925 and requested the Mushm 
League President to agitate for the immediate removal of the ban 
imposed on them They suggested that a recruiting centre for 
Baluchis should be created m Sind and that they should be 
encouraged to yorn the Indian army 

The deputation consisted of Nawab Sir Jamal Khan Lagan 
Baluch, MLA (Punjab), Mr Goran Baluch, MLA (Punjab), 
Mr Fakir Muhammad Dura Khan, President of the Baluch 
Leaguc, Mr Abdullah Ghaffar Khan, F Dura Khan, cx 
Municipal Councillor and Reforms Secretary, Baluch Leaguc, 
Mr Muhammad Usman Brohi, Municiple Councillor, Mr Umar 
Bux Subra Khan, Vice-Presicnt, Baluch Leaguc Mr Al 
Muhammad Khan Nabidad and Khan Bahadur AK Gabol, 


Deputy Speaker of the Sind Legislative Assembly and_ the 
\eader of the deputation 


‘News report, Daily Gazetie, 9 October 1938 
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146 Appeals to Leaders of Communities—‘Live and 
Let Live’?! 


“I assure you that I have never flinched throughout my life 
from the principle that we must establish co-operation between 
ihe various Communities in India I firmly belicve that in that 
direcuon hes not only the welfare and progress of cach 
commumty but of the entire country In that direction hes our 
salvation", declared Mr M A _ Jinnah reptying to a civic 
address prescnted to him last evening 

Countinuing, Mr Jinnah, according to the Associated Press, 
said “I call upon the Icadcrs of the vanous communities to 
place their cards on the table and endeavour to solve the 
prublem India 1s a country of different nationalitics, 
communittes, Castes and creeds The only way in which we can 
rach our goal is by pursuing a policy of live and let live and 
by making every community feel a sense of sccunty and 
confidence in those in charge of the Government and national 
life” 


Public address Statesman, 10 October 1938 The followimg report appeared 
nm Harty Chronicle, 10 October 1938 mn connection with the above event 
Mr M Jinnah was accorded a civic recepuon by the Karachi Municipal 
: orporation this evening [8 October] the Congress members being conspicucus 
» therr absence The Mayor, Mr Hatm_ Alvi, in welcoming the guest, 
‘<<ounted the services rendered by Mr Jinnah to his country and hoped that he 
“ould conunue to guide his countrymen im the right path * 
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147. Letter to Bose —‘“ML Offer Sali Open’” 


Karachi, October 9 The Working Committee of the All India 
Muslim League held a prolonged session today discussing the 
League’s reply to the Congress Working Commuttce’s letter 
approved at its Delhi session on the unity talks Mr Jinnah 
presided and Maulana Shaukat Ali, Raja of Mahmudabad, Sir 
Curnmbhoy Ebrahim, Sir Abdoola Haroon and Nawabzada 
Liaquat Ali Khan were among those who panicipated The 
Working Committee authonsed Mr Jinnah to reply to the 
Congress President as follows 


I am in receipt of your Ictter of October 2) which was placcd 
before the Executive Council of the League [ am authonscd to state 
m reply that the Exccutive Council regret very much that the 
Working Commiuttce of the Congress should enturcly misread my 
leticr of August 2 which was quite clear and does not require an 
clucidation or further mterpretaion The Muslim League 1s sult 
ready to proceed with negotiations for a settlement of the Hindu 
Muslim qucstion on the basis defined by my Ictter and appoint its 
represeniatives to mect a committee that may be appomted by the 
Congress on the footing indicated by our three resoluuions 
of June 5 


Assam Situation 


Resuming its sitting in the aftemoon, the Working Commitice 
of the League considered the situation created by a mecting 
of the Assembly not being called in the near future despite the 
fact that 60 from the 107 members of the Assam Assembly 
had given notuce of a ‘no-confidence’ motion in the Ministry 
asking for a meeting to be convened immediately The 
Commitice passed a resolution urging the Assam Govemor to 
exercise his powers and summon the Assembly immediately 
as i was adjoumed sine die by the Speaker at the instance 
of the Lcader of the Congress Party who 1s now the Premicr 
It 1s against all principles and canons of constitutional 
Government that a minority Government should be kept mn 
office in the manner it 1s sought to be done The Commitice 
opines that the Speaker has failed in his duty in adopting the 
course he has done and condemns Mr Bardolo1 and the 
Congress Party that they should adopt such tactics in shirking 
the ‘no-confidence motion The report of the Commitice 
appointed to consider the question of a National Guard on an 


all-India basis will be placed before the Co i 
t the next 
mecting tikely to be held m November uncil at t 
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Other subjects in the agenda of the Workin 
be taken up tomorrow! Earlier, Mr Siinalr dle we 
Premicr, Khan Bahadur Allah Bux and other Ministers Mi 
Fastul Huq, Premier of Bengal, has received information that 
tis daughter 15 111 andis flying tomorrow momung for Calcutta 


— API 


‘For the text of J 
sonar ce 4 innah Bose correspondence and the resolutions adopted, see 


, fae 25 - hot Ulan ree BIE 


294 THL NaTion’s Voicr 


148. Advises Mushm Students—“‘Rally Round ML Flag 
and Work for Islam’”! 


Karachi, October 11 “Hindus wll always prevent you from 
receiving education They will never allow you to progress 
Therefore, you have to help yourselves,” observed Mr MA 
Jinnah, addressing the Muslim Students’ Conference this 
evening held under the Presidency of the Raja of Mahmudabad 


Continuing Mr Jinnah said that statistics revcaled a sorrowful 
picture regarding education and exhorted the students to make 
real) and sincere efforts to regain what they had lost It was high 
time that they should work for Islam and the cconomi, 
educational and imdustnal uplift of their land Concluding, Mr 
Jinnah dectared “‘Mushms have no home and no place to call 
their own, and the Muslim Leaguc has created a home for them 
and a platform for you Rally round this flag and belhicve me 
you will come into your own sooncr than you imagine ” 


'Pubhic address Civil & Miluary Gazette, 12 October 1938 
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149. Muslim Members in Sind Assembly: Urges All to Join 
ML! 


Karachi, October 12 Mr M A _ Jinnah made an 
announcement tonight in the Provincial Mushm League 
Conference declanng “I met the Muslim members of the 
Assembly and@ had nearly ten hours’ discussion with them As 
an outcome, 27 members out of 35 have joined the All India 
Mushm League and signed the League pledge and accepted tts 
programme and policy The remaining seven, excluding one 
Congress have not decided what they should do 1 cannot tcll 
more as I amissuing a statement tomorrow I hope that 1n the 
interests of Muslim solidanty and welfare these seven members 
will stil realise the wisdom of joming the Mushm League and 
after a sicep tonight a better sense will prevail tomorrow 


moming "’—United Press 


‘Press staiment Tribune, 13 October 1938 
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150. Sind Ministry: Allah Bux Refuses to Sign ML Pledge’ 


Karachi, October 12 Twenty-six out of 35 Muslim members 
of the Sind Assembly mct today at the residence of Sir Abdoola 
Haroon to decide the qucsuon of joining the Muslim League and 
working under the Leaguc banner Aftercontinuous sitting for over 
cight hours the mecting concluded Mr Jinnah told the waiting 
journalists that no setticment had been armvcd at and he was 
issuing a Staicment tomorrow morning Pressed to give some 
particulars of the mecting, Mr Jinnah firstly refused adding “You 
will hear the full story of the treachery tomorrow ” 

League circles maintain that the Premicr, Khan Bahadur Alfah 
Bux, definicly agreed on October 9 in wnting to sign the League 
pledge but he has gone back on his plighted word attested by 
the Premicrs of Bengal and the Punjab and say that Mr Jinnah 
in tomorrow's statement will fully bear out this position 
Approached by Press representatives, Khan Bahadur Allah Bux 
declined to say anything al present 

Prominent among those present at the mecting were Khan 
Bahadur Allah Bux (Premicr), Sir Ghulam — Ftussain 
Hidayatullah,Mr G M Syed Sheikh Abdul Majid and Khan 
Bahadur Khuhro Those who attended included also the Speaker 
(Mr Miran Muhammad Shah) and Mr Amin Khoso, a Congress 
member of the Assembly, and Mrs Allana a nationalist Mushm 
member of the Assembly Mr Jinnah who presided, at the outset 
requested the member to sign the Muslim LE cague pledge At § 
pm the Premier and Minister Pir HWlahi Bakhsh hurnedly Icft 
the mecting but Sir Abdoola Haroon, with two supporters of 
Khan Bahadur Allah Bux, dashed in a car after the Premicr and 
brought him back and the deliberations were resumed It 1s stated 
that as the negotiations have now broken down, the question of 
referrmyg the assessment proposal to Sir Sikander Hyat Khan for 
arbitrauion docs not amse Premicr Khan Bahadur Allah Bux and 
Pir Wah Bakhsh Monister, looked worned when they Iecft the 
mectiing When approached by the press they expressed mability 
to reveal anything 
Congress waiting to pounce 

Congress Iecaders here have been closely watching the 
devclopments and if was even stated thal the Congress High 
Command mey now be disposed to yive freedom of action to 
Congress member of the Sind Assembly — API 


‘News repon Sitar of India 13 October 1938 
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151. Atlah Bux Reneges on his Pledge with ML! 


Karachi, October 13°) Mr Jinnah this evening 1ssucd the 
followmg statement 


On my = arrival it was madc clear to me thal there was a 
universal desire for solidarity among the Muslims of Sind 
Whoever came to see me expressed most fervently the desire to 
bring about unity IT saw various Musiim Icaders and no !css than 
20 Mushm members of the Sind Legislative Assembly That was 
the prevalent scntiment not only among Muslims but also amon 


the ae: men of other commumitis Hindus Parsis an 
Europeans They all desired that therc should be stable Goverment 
in’ Sind I may at the va outset deprecate the false and 


discreditable propaganda carmed on by a scctron of the Press and 
Congrcesss men thit’ we are aiming at constituting 4 purcly Mushm 
Ministry in Sind In the first instance we thought of bringing 
about unity among the various Muslim groups in the Assembly 
as there were dat Teast four such ,roups and once we were able to 
put our house m ordcr we could approach the other groups in the 
Assembly 


What Ministers Promised 


In response to the universal desire JT carmed on conversations 
with Khan Bahadur Allah Bux who had come to sec me and his 
colleague Pir [lah Bakhsh He also endorsed the view that therc 
shoul be one sohd umicd Mushm party and most cordial) 
assurcd mc that he desired nothing clse if that could be achicve 
that he did not wish to conunue as Chief Minister and that he did 
not care for any office Similar vicws were expressed by his 
colcaguc Pir [Nahi Bakhsh I gathered that there were about 
sevin or eight members with the Chmcf Mimister and his colleague 
Thereafter saw Sir Ghulam Hussam Hicdayatullah and he also 
expressed the same views and assured me his full support His 
sroup consisied of thiriccn members FT next saw Mir Bundch Ali 

han, Leader of the Baluch Gro! which consists of about seven 
members Lastly IT saw Mr GM Syed who has a following 1 14 
understood, of six members They also expressed the same desire 
and gave me the fullest support 


Terms of Pact Ministers Agree to Resign 


Thereafter I suggested to each one of them that they should 
all mect together and that Mr Fazlul Hug and Sir Sikander Hyat 
Khan with whom also they had intcrvicws should be present 
Accordingly the Bengal and the Punjab Premiers and myself met 
the leaders of all four groups on the aftcrnoon of October 9 After 
prolonged discussion and exchange of views the followmg 
agreement was arrived at and Rend by Khan Bahadur Allah Bux 
Pir Niahi Bakhsh Siu Ghulam Hussain Hidayatuliah, Mir Bundch 
Ah Khan, Mr GM Syed and Sheikh Abdul Majid The terms of 
the agreement were as follows 
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“Im accordance with this” agre 
those members who werc not mk 
of Khan Bahadur Allah Bux and 


them to attend the mecung fixed for October 12 Almost all 
members were present wit 


sent messages to the effect that they would abide by the advice It 
was in these crcumstances 


of the Assembly was called on October 12 


TuF NATION'S VOICE 


“(1) One solid party of Muslim members of the Sind 
aascinbly should Ee formed as the Mushm League Party 
within the legislature and all members who join the Party 
will become members of the Musiim League and sign the 
creed and accept the policy and programme of the Muslim 
League and sign the usual pledge 


*(2) In order to facilitate the formation of a new Ministry 
the present Muslim Munisters agree to tender their 
resignauons and these resignations will be tendered to the 
Governor simultaneously with the proposal of the Leader 
of the Mushm League Party to consuiute the new Ministry 


Mr Jinnah as Arbitrator 


‘(3) A mecting of those membcrs, who have already 
omed the League or who may agree to join the League 
Party should take place on October 12 and those 
members who are not im Karachi dt present arc to be 
requested lo come to Karachi — there are already 27 
members present in Karachi 


(4) Khan Bahadur Allah Bux ind Sir Ghulam Hussain 
are to smlimate) those Muslim membcrs who are not in 
Karachi already and ask them to alicnd the mecung fixed 
for October 12 


‘(S) The Leader of the Party should be elected by the 
unanimous vote of the party in dcfiult he should be 
pomunaiey by Mr Jinnah and the party will abide by his 
choice 


(6) The personne} of the Ministry to be formed shall be 
determined according to the same princuple namely, that 
the party should accept it unanimously, in default the 
party should abide by the decision of Mr Jinnah as to the 


uslim pcrsonnel of the Ministry that the leadcr should 
submit to the Governor 


“(7) With regard to differences of opmion relating to 
the question of assessment and the revision settlement 
within the Barrage area the matter is to be referred to Sir 
Sikander Hyat Khan to cxammme the qucsuon and = advise 
on the course and attitude which the party should adopt 
that the proposal de placed before the meceung of the party 
on Octobcr 12 and that the party should accept — the 
findings and recommendations that may be made by 
Sir Sikander Hyat Khan 


cment, lelegrams were sent to 
drach over the joint signatures 
Su Ghulam Hussam, requesting 
the cxcephion of three or four who 


that the meeting of Muslim members 
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A Warning 


“Early in the moming at 8 o’clock I received from a responsible 
and reliable source, the following mformation 


‘The Leader of the Congress Assembly Party has wired 
to the President of the Congress Parlhamentary Board that, 
m view of the danger of a League Ministry being formcd in 
Smd the proposed no-confidence motion should not be 
made a party question and freedom of votng should be 
permitted to the members of that party If that were done 
of course, all the ten members of the Congress Party 
would vote agamst the no confidence motion Mr 
Vallabhbhai Patel has sent out Kiecgrams to the membcrs 
of the (Parliamentary) Board, soliciting their views Lam 
aware of the contents of the documents in your (Mr 
Jinnah s) possession sipncd by six gentlemen on the 
evening of Sunday, October 9 but J thought that you (Mr 
Jinnah) ought to Know about this new move Any attempt 
to gain time today (October 12) may, therefore not be 
permitted ” 


Premier Springs A Surprise New Condition Imposed 


When we met on Octobcr 12, much to the astonishment of 
everyone Khan Bahadur Allah Bux backed out of the agreemcnt 
and took up the unabashed position that he and his supporters would 
pin the League Party poly, if he was assured beforchand that the 

arty would agree to clect him Icadcr and allow him to continue as 
Chief Minister An overwhelming mayorty of the members 
present alt the mectuing objected to this atulude on the ground that it 
was contrary 10 the very conception of the formation of a party that 
any mdividual member or group. should hold the prstol and 
mpose a condinon precedem before joming the party Every effort 
was made to persuade Khan Bahadur Allah Bux and the six or 
seven members who wore inclined to support him Finally, he left 
the meeting after several hours discussion and after unsuccessful 
attempts by vanous members to induce him to give up such an 
attitude and abide by the agreement which he had already signed 


“Meanwhile those who were inchned to jor the League ray 
signed the pledge and handed them to me, accepting the cree 
peney pad programme of the Leaguc As the result of this 27 
members made it clear that thcy would come under the banner of the 
League Khan Bahadur Allah Bux, howcver was adamant and left 
with an ulumatum that unless his condition, namely thet he should 
be accepted as leader and allowed to continuc as Chicf Minister, 
was agrecd to he was not prepared to proceed any further Om his 
taking up this extraordinary attitude somc of his own = supporters 
also signed the pledge and remained in the mecung The 27 members 
present considered that the atutude of Khan Bahadur Allah Bux 
was most improper and unjust and that he was guilty of a gross 
breach of faith m= resihng from the agreement which he had 
eae signed in the presence of Sir Sikander, Mr Favzjul Huq and 
mysel 
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Demand Conceded 


* Neverthcless, without hesitation — as the words of m address 
to the Sind Provinual Muslim League Conference namcly ‘Unity 
at any cost were fresh and mngmg im their cars — they showed a 


wonderful spint of sacrifice and rosc to the occasion and npreed 
to accept even this unreasonable condition m the hope that an 
Bahadur Allah Bux would be prcpared to come im and work 
wholeheartedly under the banner of the League When this decision 
of 2? members was communicated to him about 8 pm by Sir 
Abdoola Haroon and others who went to his residence, he replied 
he would consider the matter and tet us know tomorrow momiung’ 
that 1s today although he had promised to come to the mecting 
immediately if his condiuon was accepted in the mcanume ut has 
become public property — and newspaper reports clearly show — 
that Khan Bahadur Allah Bux was im the hands of his Congress 
Party and was marking ume to receive mstrucuions from the 
Congress ‘High Command 


Criticism of Congress 


{ regret 10 say that he had not even the courtesy to give me his 
promiscd reply this moming IT wanted the whole day bcfore issuing 
this statement One can only draw the mfercence that he has becn 
given an assurance by the Congress ‘High Command who scem 
to me to be obsessed with the onc and only idca of destroying any 
effort which wall bring solidanty among Mushms at the sacrifice 
not only of the vital interests of the Country at large and Smd in 
parbcular where itis essential to have a stable Ministry for the 
welfarc and progress of the pcople and who do not scem to hesitate 
to sacnficc all thar principles and professions and the interests of 
the proople which they claim so loudly to serve 


So far as we are concermd | am glid we have formed the 
Muslim Leaguc Party in the Assembly consisting of an 
overwhelmeing majority of Muslim members of the Sind 
Legislature and we shall carry out our programme for the socral 
cconomic cducational and political uph(t of the people of Sind 
genceally and Muslims in particular Our party m_ the Assembly 
will always be willing and Teady to co opcrale with any partly or 
group notwithstanding the Muslim majority for the advancement 
and welfare of the people of Sind, but we ¢ mnot accept the position 
of subordination as Khan Bahadur Allah Bux has chosen to do ” 
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152. Advises Sind Muslim Students— “Organize Education 
on Mass Scale’” 


Karachi (By Mail}. The second session of the Sind Muslim 
Students” Conference was held recently in the Mushm League 
pandal before a huge gathering of students and clite of the city 
including such distinguished visitors as the Rajya Saheb of Pirpur, 
Maulana Shaukat Ali, Haj: Sir Abdoola Haroon, Sir Ghulam 
Hussain Hidayatullah, Mr Abdul Mayid Sindhi, Principal 
Advant, Mr A Waseque, Gencral Secretary, All India Muslim 
Students Federation 

The follwoing message sent by the Hon Mr A K_ Fazlul Hug 
was read at the commencement of the session 


It as with the deepest regret that I fecl compelicd to leave 
Karachi on the cve of the second session of the Sind Mushm 
Students’ Conference It was my heart s desire to participate in this 
very important funcuon but an urgent mcssage from homc has 
madc it impossible for me to stay ull the Conference mects on the 
lith I am therefore leaving these few nes as a message to my 
young fends im the hope that they will excuse my mability to be 
present and accept my sincere wishcs for the successs of the 
Conference I reahse the importance of conferences of this kind 
and I have no doubt that under the able guidance of the Raja 
Sahcb of Mahmudabad and Mr A Wascquc from Bengal the 
conference will be able to achieve unprecedcenicd success 


The need for a separate Muslim students’ organisation on an 
all-India basis was stressed by various speakers at the opening 
session of the Sind Muslim Students Conference held with the 
Raja of Mahmudabad in the chair A large community of 
siudents, mcluding about 100 girls was present 

Syed Ghulam Mustapha Matiar:i, Chairman of the Reception 
Committee, emphasised the need for mass cducation He added 
that the education of girls must also form a plank of Muslim 
education on a large scale He concluded by saying that there 
14s an urgent necessity for a separate college for Muslim 
Students The Raya of Pirpur emphasised the creation of a4 
scparate body for Muslim students Mr Habibullah from U P 
spoke at Iength on the advantage of cducation He showed how 
the western countnes were spending huge sums of moncy on the 
education of the youth and 1t was discouraging to find here in 
this country that only very little was being spent 


‘Public speech Star of India 19 October 1938 
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Needs of Muslims 


Mr Mohammad Ali Jinnah recalled that 28 years ago when 
he was a member of the Impenal Council, a Sindhi came to 
mim and asked him for advice as to how Sindhis could prosper 
He sard that there were only threc things which a Mushm should 
acquire —- education, commerce and industry and ammunition 

He threw the blame on parents He said that parents were 
responsible for the high percentage of illiteracy of Muslims 
He added that it was discouraging to find such a low figure and 
quoted the number of Muslims tn all stages of education — 
pnmary, secondary and higher — and the cducation of girls He 
advised them to foHow the motto “Sclf help is the best help,” as 
Bnushers would not fike the people of tms country to be literate 
and as their sister community, the Hindus, would not lke 
Muslims cducated as they (the Hindus) would be deprived of 
services, government as well as pmvate, as they had been 
holding a monopoly for all these ycars He appealed to the 
Mushims to organise education on a mass scale 

After acquiring cducation, the Musl+ms should organise the 
cconomic side They must start industries and business houses, 
added Mr Jinnah The third thing was the acquisition of power 
that 18 swords When success was achieved in business they 
would get “silver bullets” with which they would reahse gold 
and would be able to get “golden cannon balls’” This would 
pave the way for power 


At the end Mr Jinnah appealed to the students to organise 
themselves 
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153. Challenges Bose that Congress Alone Can “Deliver 
the Goods’?! 


Karachi, October 20: “To say that the Congress 1s ready and 
willing to negouate a setUcment of the Hindu-Mushm question 
with the Mushm League in one breath and 1n another to say that 
the Muslim League 1s not a represcntauve organisation of the 
Muslims 1s so transparently ndiculous and yet the Congress 
President, Mr Subhas Chandra Bose, arrogaics to himsclf, on 
behalf of the Congress, the nght to be onc organisation that 1s 
not only able to deliver goods but also that it can alone discuss 
with the Bntish government a final solution of the Indian 
problem ” Thus declares Mr Jinnah in a statement to the Press 
referring to Mr Bose’s recent statement in Bombay on the 
Mushm League’s reply to the Congress on the Hindu-Musiim 
unily negotiations ” 

Mr Jinnah adds ‘‘Mr Bose has magnan:mously assured the 
mimonties that while refusing to acknowledge the Muslim 
League as one represcntative political organisation of the 
Mushims, the Congress would do what was fair and just towards 
all minontics Mr Bosc clearly, conscrously or unconsciously, 
identified himself with the majonty community by making 
such a declaration I congratulate Mr Bose for having said that, 
because that 1s the honest and true position Conitmuing Mr 
Jinnah states that the Congress docs not represent Muslims 
and Congress alone cannot deliver the goods As long as this 
foohsh policy 1s pursucd, India cannot advance 

As far as the Muslim League was concemed, its policy was 
laid down by the exccutive Council at Karachi and he did not 
wish to enter into any wordy warfare with Mr Bose in tms 
connection as the malter now resicd with the Exccutives of 
both organisauions “But f must say this much,” adds Mr Jinnah, 
‘that the absurdities of the position as explamed by Mr Bosc on 
behalf of the Congress manifest to any man who possesses 
any intelligence ”’ 

Absolutely Untrue 

Mr Jinnah characterises the interview attnbuted to Sir 
Sthandcr Hyat Khan suggesung that Sir Sikander held a 
different view from that of the reply sent by the League’s 


"Press statement Star of India, 21 October 1938 


304 THE NaTIon’s Voicr 


Executive Council to Mr Bose as absolutely untrue and adds 
that the Leaguc’s rcply to the Congress was adopted 
unanimously by ihe Exccutuve Council, Sir Sikander taking a 
very prominent part in the working of the reply Mr Jinnah 
could not belicve that between Karachi and Lahore, Sir 
Sikander should have changed his mind as was attributed to 
him — API 
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154. ML to Pursue Only “Constitutional Methods’ 


Karachi, October 20 “It 1s absolutely untrue that the 
Muslim League will pursuc any other course exccpt 
conslitutronal methods No individual or, for the matter of that, 
the Distmct League or the Provincial League can depart from 
all India policy of constitutional methods That 1s the League’s 
definite policy and it can only be changed by the decision of the 
full session of the All India Mushm League Therefore, I appcal 
to every Muslim to be loyal to the policy and programme of 
the League as it stands today”, said Mr MA_ Jinnah 1n the 
course Of an interview to the Associated Press Giving 
impressions of his Sind tour, Mr Jinnah observed there had 
been a wonderful awakcning among the Muslims of Sind Mr 
Jinnah had no doubt that within a short ume the League would 
be organised in such a manner that those who were now trying 
to put difficullies in its way would regret it 

“As I said before, I do not attach any importance to the 
formation of Ministnes as an acid icst in our struggle The 
main purpose for which I came to Sind 1s to organise the 
Muslims under the banner of the League throughout Sind My 
mission has succeeded beyond my expectahions and I sce a 
bnght future for Sind Muslims” Questroncd about Maulana 
Abul Kalam Avzad’s statement on the Sind ministerial tangle 
Mr Jinnah said that in his view Maulana Azad neither counted 
with the Hindus and certainly not with the Muslims 

Mr Jinnah 1s Icaving tomght for Bombay by the mail boat 
— API 
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155. Tribute to Ataturk— “Greatest Musalman Passed 
Away”! 


Bombay, Nov 10 [Interviewed on the death of Kemal 
Ataturk, Mr MA _ Jinnah, President, of the All India Muslim 
League, said 


“He was the greatcst Musalman in the modem Islamic world and 
T am sure that the enure Musalman world will deeply moum his 
Passing away 


‘It 1s impossible 10 express adequatcly in @ press interview one s 
appreciation of his remarkable and vancd serviccs as the builder and 
makcr of modem Turkey and an example to the rest of the world 
cspecially to the Musalman statcs in the Near East The remarkabie 
way ain which he rescucd and built up his people agamst all odds 
has no parallcl in the history of the world He must have denved 
the greatest scnse of satisfaction that he fully accomplished his 
mission dunng his lifeume and left his people and Ins country 
comolidated unittd and apowerful nation [n him, not only the 
Musalmans have lost, but the whole world has lost one of the 
greaicst men that ever lived — AP 


'Pross interview C nil & Miluary Gazette, 11 November 1938 
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156. Appeal to Observe Kemal Day’ a. 


Bombay, November 11! “I request Provincial, Distmct and 
Pnmary Leagues all over India to observe Friday, November 
18th, as Kemal Day and hold public mcctings to express the 
deepest feelings of sorrow and sympathy of Mushms of India 
in the irreparable loss that the Turkish nation has suffered in 
the passing away Of one of the greatest sons of Islam and a bold 
figure and the saviour and maker of modem Turkey, — Ghazi 
Kemal Ataturk,” appeals Mr MA _ Jinnah, President of the All 
India Muslim League in a statement issucd through the 
‘Associated Press ’ 


‘Statement, Star of Indta, 12 November 1938 
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157. Palestine: “Indian Muslims Solidly Behind Arabs’” 


Bombay, November 10 The vicw that Muslims of India are 
solidly behind the struggle which the Arabs are carrying on in 
Palestine for their freedom was expressed by Mr MA Jinnah, 
President of the All India Muslim League Commentng on the 
declaration of policy by His Majesty's Government on the 
Palestine problem, Mr Jinnah said 


I feel that the Arab Ieadcrs of Palestine and the neighbouring 
States will be far more competent to deal with the matter than any 
Indian can from this distance, as they not only are fully competcnt 
but also understand the situation on the spot better I would not, 
thercfore, at this stage venture to make any suggestion of a 
conerete nature, but would hke to make it clear that Mushms of 
India are solidly behind the struggk which the Arabs are carrying 
on tor their freedom Their feclings and sentiments have been 
Tepcatedly presenicd tothe Briush Government 


Muslim Resentment 


‘Only in repens last m_a long intervicw with His Excellency 
the Viccroy convcyed to him and the Government of India the 
intensity of the fceling in India on this mattcr It has been the 
greatest difficulty with us during the last few months to_restrain 
and to hold the Mushme of India from openly revolung The way 
in which the Bntush Government have hitherto dealt) with — the 
Arabs 15 the greatest blot on their national honour I trust that the 
British nation and His Majcsty s Govemment will make the fullest 
amends for their ie mustakes before 1 1s too late and not take 
shelter under the pica of thal most unjust Balfour Declaration which 
never Ought to have been made, and further under the pleca of 
appeasing intumational Jewry 


In my opinion Great Britan should never have brokcn her 
plighted word with the Arabs) and should have given them their 
promised mdcpendcnce long ago Further it was a most crucl thing 
that they should have uicd to dump Jews on Palestine at the bidding 
of foreign nations influenced by the Jews and thus created a most 
pihable situauon for the Jews themsclves who went to the land 


of the Arabs and scttled there under the plea of their so called 
national home 


1 can only suike a note of caution to the Arab leaders if they 
decide Oper lpet in the proposed Round Table Conference that 
they send representatives of their own choice commanding the 
confidence and the respect of the Arabs and see that the confcrcnce 


does not turn oul to be the sto of the monkey d u 
bulween the two quarrelling cat — API Pe gore ee er 
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158 Message—“Star of India Rendered Greatest Service 
to ML”? 


“Malabar Hills 
Bombay, 
13th November 1938 


Dear Mr Atkinson, 


lam in receipt of your letter of the Ist of November 1938 and 
[ have learnt with much pleasure that the Star of India is preparing 
to bring out a special Id supplement Let me wish you cve 
success Your paper has rendered the greatest service to the All 
India Mushm League not only m Bengal but im other Provinces for 
which [ publicly thank you In my opimon every cducated 
Musalman who has the welfare of his community at heart should 
subscribe to your paper as it not only gives the Musiim news of 
various provinces but in some of your leaders you have advocated 
and championed the cause of the Musalmans and upheld the policy 
and programme of the League in a mastcrly manner I wish the 
Star of India long life and prosperity 


Yours sincerely, 


C Atkinson Esq , 
Editor, M A Jinnah’ 


Star of India, 
3, Wellesley Place, 
Calcutta 
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159. “Islamic Code of Law Most Equttable’’! 


New Delhi, November 22 Mr M A _ Jinnah, President, 
All India Musiim League, inastatement to the Associated Press 
says 


* My attention has been drawn to the following statement made by 
the Hon ble Hafiz) Muhammad [brahim in the United Provinces 
Legislative Assembly on November 16 Mr M A _ Jinnah, the 
Mushm League leader had made it clear in the Central Assembly 
that personal law had nothing to do with agncultural law 


“This statement ts entirely without foundation and one would 
expect from an Hon'ble Ministcr holding a responsible posiuon 
to have at least vernfied from some authentic source before he had 
attribuicd such an expression of opinion to me and might have given 
reference as to the occasion and date when I made such a statement 
I presume that he must have tn his mind the specch I_madc im the 
[cgislative Assembly during the passage of the Bull relating to 
Mushm Personal Law (Sharias) Apphcation Bill What T said then 
was just the contrary to what has now been attributed to me by 
Hafi Sahib I then said We have saved agricultural law because | 
find that under the Government of India Act, it 1s a provincial 
subject and thercfore it cannot be dealt with here My ambition 1s 
very limited I do not believe in vistonary ideis I do not believe 
im dreaming of things To mike one terntornal law for the wholc of 
indya will take a very long time indccd 1 cannoi way il then But 
I find and I have no hesitation in saying this thatCAslamic code of 
law with regard to succession 1s most eguitablc, most just, most 

j advanced and most progressive I therefore say that kt the 
Muslims at least be governed by it —API_/” 


‘Press statement Star of India. 23 November 1938 


December 1938 311 


160. Warns Sikander—“‘Your Primary Allegiance to ML”” 


At the meeting of the Muslim League Council yesterday 
{New Del, December 8], a stern warming couched 1n clear and 
unambiguous language was given by Mr MA _ = Jinnah, 
President of the Muslim Leaguc, to Sir Sikander Hyat Khan, 
Premicr of the Punjab, for the laticr’s specch in Simla m which 
he made an unconditional offer of support to the British 
Government in the cvent of war breaking out Mr Jinnah 
made it perfectly ciear that Sir Sikander could not have 
conflicting loyalties and as prominent Icadecr of the League he 
should not have made the statement 

Sir Sikander who had attcnded the mecting with his band of 
loyal supporters was not 1n a penitent mood He made a 
fighung speech in support of the stand taken by him at Simla 
He made a very subtle aticmpt to cxploit anti-Congress 
prochvities of his audience for sccuring a verdict in his favour 
He even imporied a Communal tinge in his speech by advancing 
the argument that the offer he made was in the interests of the 
Muslim community and placed those in the Punjab in a position 
supenor to the Congress, but it did not carry conviction with the 
overwheiming majonty of membcrs of the Council who 
thought that Sir Stkander had a ‘tactical blunder’ 

Mr Jinnah, who intervencd in the debate in the end, gave a 
stem rebuke to the Punjab Premicr for ignonng the Leaguc 
throughout his speech Mr Jinnah scemed to be obsessed with 
the feeling that, m view of the protracted discussions of the 
Congress Cabinct at Delhi at the time of the cnsis in order to 
acterminec the Congress attitude in the event of a war, the 
Muslim League should have also met in a similar manner in 
order to prove tts claim as an organi7ation paralicl to the 
Congress Mr Jinnah knocked the bottom out of Sir Sikander’s 
argument that he was speaking on behalf of the Punjab by 
pointing out that the Punjab was 56 percent Muslim His speech 
left no room for doubt on the issue that the Lcague would not 


‘Address to AIML Council Mectung, Delhi, 4 December 1938, /findustan [imes, 
5 December 1938 Star of india, 5S December 1938 reported the session's 
procecding in less detail However, 11 contamed following additional 
information “Three resolutions lamentimg the death of Ghazi Kemal Ataturk, 
Nawab Muzzamilullah Khan and Maulana Shaukat Ali were passed and an 
Educational Sub-Commnutee was appomied to consider the Wardha scheme of 
education m its relation to the pohtical and cultural hfe of Mushms and to the 
language and script of Urdu The terms of reference of the Committee include 
mvestigation of the question of a separate system of education for Mushms ’” See 
appendix XVIII 17 
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tolerate divided allegiance The members from the UP, who 
form a progressive bloc in the Leaguc, Ied by Nawab Ismail 
Khan, supporned Mr Jimnah in his vicw and the maticr was 
closed on the explanation of Sir Sikander Hyat Khan 


No Response 


Although yesterday’s meeting of the Council of the All 
India Muslim League was thrown open to the public only 17 
tuckets were sold It showed how httle interest the Muslims of 
Delhi took in the affairs of the League The whole proccedings 
were camed in English although the League was commiltied 
to a programme for the promotion of Urdu language 


Raja in Khadi 


Raja Mahmudabad was dressed in spoticss Khadi and had a 
Gandhi cap on, and was taken for a Congress man by casual 
observers Sir Sikander Hyat Khan, who appeared as the 
champion of Istam yesterday, was aptly wearing Turkish cap 


Detailed Report 


New Delhi, Sunday The one day session of the Council of 
the All India Muslim Leaguc held today was notable for a 
resolution challenging Sir Stkander Hyat Khan's nght to offer, 
inthe name of Indian Mushims, help to Britain in the event of 
a war 

The resolution moved by Mr ZH Lan, member of the 
United Provinces Assembly, sought to censure the conduct of 
the Punjab Premuicr for offcnng suppor to Bnitam in the cvent 
of a war The mover declared that the speech did not reflect 
Indian Mushm opinion Mr Lan descnbed the Bntish policy as 
anu-Muslim and = asscricd that Palestine as also Congress 
govemed provinces in India where the Governors, he declarcd, 
have failed to protect Muslim minonty interests were examples 
of the Bntsh Government's anti-Musiim policy Punjab, he 
said, was the province on which Muslims all over India 
depended most for the protection of their nghts, and Punjab 
should therefore respond by voicing the resentment of Muslims 
against the Brittsh policy, but Sur Sikander’s Simla offer ran 
counter to this need of the hour and went against the spint of 
the Muslim L caguc’s policy According to Mr Lan, it was the 
height of indiscretion for the Punjab Premicr, who was a 
prominent ieadcr of the Muslim League, to have made the 


Statement he did in Simla Mr Wadiduddin supported the 
resoluuion 
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Sir Stkander’s Reply 

Sir Sikander Hyat Khan, clanfying his position :n regard to 
his Simla speech, said that in such moments the secunty of 
the Motherland was the first essential and majonties and 
minonties would have all gone to the dogs if the secunty of 
india was not assured Sir Sikander clatmed thatit was his duty 
and mght to speak on that qucstion as 1 concemed the Punjab 
more than any other province and he would have failed in hrs 
duty as Premicr if he had not voiced the unmistakable feelings 
of the martial race of the Punjab to a man 

Sir Sikander emphasized that the Punjab was the sword of 
India and he, as Premier of the Punjab, was mn abctter posiuon 
to give an assurance of support to the Bntish Goverment in 
the cvent of a war than the Congress The offer was not made 
without cogent and strong rcasons He emphatically assericd 
that the stand he took was not only in the best interests of 
the country but in the interests of the minorities also He tricd 
to prove the latter part of the proposition cnunciatcd by him by 
pomtung out that ms whole point in making the offer that he 
did in Simla was that the Bntish Government should look to 
the Punjab and not to ihe Congress for support in the event of a 
war, which reflected credit on the Punjab which was 
predominantly Mushm and as such would be 1n a position to 
dictate terms tothe Bnush Government when the opportunity 
came tor it If the Bnush Government looked to him for help 
he was nol ashamed of saying that he would heip them 


Palestine 

Refernng to Palestine, Sir Sikander said that 1t would have 
been fairer 1f the mover had mentioned his (Sir Sikandcr’s) 
‘humble part in the Palestine affairs ’ He had made it amply clear 
and had reiterated it in the Punjab Icgislature that he 
wholeheartedly and vehemently denounced the Bnitish policy 
in Palesune He had made it clear that, 1f even one man from 
the Indian Army were sent to Palestine, he, as an clected 
representative of the Punjab, would be the first to oppose tt His 
position on the question of the Indianization of the Army had 
also been defined on many occasions He was emphatically 
in favour of Indianivation of the Army on nght lines It was 
also his strong opinion that, 1f Bmtain wanted to keep any 
Bnush soldicr in India in the Impenai interest, 11 was only fair 
that the cost should be bome by the Bntrsh Exchequer But he 
insisted that in any scheme of Indianization, the Punjab shou!d 
Tetain 1ts present share in the army He assured muinontics all 
over India that the Punjab’s supremacy in the army was a 
better safeguard for the intcrests of minonues all over India 
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than the Congress could offer He offered suppon to Bntain in 
the event of a war over the C-cchoslovak question because that 
was the feeling of the martial classes of the Punjabto aman The 
question whether this was the fecling or not was sought to be 
ratsed in the Punjab Legislative Assembly by the Opposition He 
readily offered to give time on an official day forthe discussion 
of this question, but the Opposition did not have the courage to 
take advantage of the offer 


Punyab’s Position 


He had exercised the natural mght of the Punjab to offcr or 
withhold support to Britain in maticrs of defence, because he was 
convinced it was the marttal classes of the Punjab that really 
mdltcred as far as thts question was concerned He refused to 
allow the Congress to arrogate to itself the role that naturally 
belonged to the martial classes of the Punjab Did Muslims im 
‘minority provinces wish that the Congress should be Icft to 
makc bargains with the British through sheer bluff? Was it not 
better in the interests of Muslims that Bntain should rather look 
for help from the martial classes of the Punjab? Punjab was the 
only province capable of defending the India of the future and 
the interests of minonties in other provinces Muslims in 
minonty provinces should, thercfore, help in establishing the 
Punjab 1n its nghtful position’ In the end Sir Sikander said 
that the statement he made in Simla was not in the name of the 
Muslims of India or on behalf of the League He said that he 
could not have the audacity to bmng in the League in the matter 


Real Issue Jinnah's Attack on Sikander 


Mr Jinnah who intervened in the debate at a time when 
enthustasm on both sides had reached a pitch, speaking in low 
distinct voice, recalled Pandit Jawaharlal’s statement that there 
were only two partics in the country, 1c, Congress and the 
Mushm League Sir Sikander Hyat Khan, said Mr Jinnah, had 
not done better, as between the Bntish Goverment and the 
Punjab Ministry the Muslim League was nowhere The questton, 
according to Mr Jinnah, was simple and boiled down to this 
whether Sir Sikander, a foremost leader of the League, in fact 
one of its strongest pillars, of whom they were proud, could 
have divided allegiance He wanted Sir Sikander to Know that 
he owed his allegiance pmmanly to the Muslim League Mr 
Jinnah refuted the logic of the argument that Sir Sikander 
was spcaking on behalf of the Punjab and not in the name of 
the Muslims or the League by pointing out that the Punjab had 
a Muslim majonty and 56 per cent. Muslim element in the 
Army came mostly from the Punjab The patent hollowness of 
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the argumemt, added Mr Jinnah, was clear from the fact that the 
Ministry, on whose behalf Str Sikander was speaking, depended 
for its existence on 86 Muslim Leaguers, and he himself was 
the head of the Mushm League Party in the Punjab Assembly 
That solid block of Leaguers was the backbone of the Ministry 
inthe Punjab and, hencc, Sir Sikander or his Cabinct could not 
separate themselves from the League 


Nowhere Without League 


Contunnuing Mr Jinnah put the question to Sir Sikander as to 
whether he could carry on without the support of the Muslim 
League inside and outside the Punjab Assembly He did not 
attnbute any motive to the Punjab Premicr who, he thought, 
felt as keenly for the Muslims as any other, but sull, he most 
respectfully urged that they should not remain in constant 
terror because of the Congress If Sir Sikander thought 1t 
was Necessary to Make a statement he could call a mecting of 
ithe Working Committce of the Muslim League even at Lahore 
Sir Sikander, interrupting, said ‘But you were ill’ 


For Future Light 

Mr Jinnah _ said that he might be 11 but that did not mean 
that the meeting could not be cajled The Congress was also 
meeting daily at the time in Delhi as the situation was grave It 
was well-known a fortnight before Sir Sikander made his 
Statement that the situation might take a scnous tum According 
to Mr Jinnah the statement of Sir Sikander closcly following 
upon that of the Maharaja of Patiala hardly augured well His 
remarks, said Mr Jinnah, were meant for future light 


A Stern Warning 

Warming up again, Mr Jinnah, turning to Sir Sikander and 
his supporters, said “You cannot divide your soul intotwo If 
you are in the League you owe pnmary allegiance to the League 
We cannot tolerate a promincni leader of the League making 
pronouncements on vital issucs This 1s a warming I want Sir 
Sikander to clearly and definitcly understand that he owes his 
pnmary allegiance to the League He must be careful in making 
offers to the Bntuish Government and the Congress He 15 just 
like a member of a Cabinet, and any member of the Cabinet 
who makes such astatement without consulting his colleagues 
has to go out of the Cabinet” After Mr J:nnah’s speech 
Maulana Zafar Ah Khan suddenly got up to champton the 
Stand taken up by Sir Sikander but the mecting did not want 
any more reasoning 
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Resolution Withdrawn 


In view of the categoncal statement made by Sir Stkander 
that the statement he made was not on behalf of the Musalmans 
of India and the warming given to him by Mr Jinnah, Mr Lan 
withdrew his resoluuon The mecung was then adjourned for 
prayers Earhicr, the Council unanimously re-ciccted Mr MA 
Jinnah President of the Muslim League for the ensuing year 

Nawabsada Liaquat Alt Khan informed the House that only 
three of the affiliated Provincial League Committces had sent 
their recommendation regarding the election of the new 
President and in cach case the name of Mr Jimnah had been 
proposed Representatives of other Provincial Leagues 
explaining why they were unable to submit their proposal, but 
expressed concurrence with the proposal that Mr Jinnah should 
be League’s President for another year Sir Sikander Hyat 
Khan, supporting the proposal, said that considering Mr 
Jinnah’s services m the cause of the Mushms and the work he 
had done during the past years im organmiing the Mushms, it 
was but fitting that the presidential honour should be offered to 
him The present strength of the Muslim League was the result 
of Mr Jinnah’s unswerving faith in the League and his 
unremitting and energetic work in the provinces which he 
toured in spite of heavy physical strain, which could only be 
rewarded by appointing him hfe-President of the League In 
fact, there was no other Ieader in India who could take his place 
as President of the League Thereafter representatives of 
different provinces supported the proposal in short speeches 

The meeung was attended by representatives from many 
provinces Punjab was represented by a strong and representative 
team headed by the Premier, while others present included Sir S 
Abddoola Haroon the Raja of Mahmudabad, the Raja of Pirpur, 
Maulana Aziz Ahmed Khan, Nawab Muhammad Ismatl Khan, 
Maulana Kalimur Raza Khan, Maulana Muaziz Hussain, 
Maulana Zafar Alt Khan, Malik Barkat Ali, Nawab Khizar 
Hayat Khan, Capt Sir Sher Muhammad, Nawab Ahmad Yar 


Daulatana, Syed Afzal Hussain Hasni, Mir Maqbool Mahmud 
and Nawabrada Khunhid Ali Khan? 


"For the text of the resolutions at the meching, sce appendix X VIII 
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161. Indianisation of Army—Declines to Serve on 
Committee to Review Progress! 


New Delhi, December 14 Mr M A Jinnah, who 1s leaving 
for Bombay tomorrow morning, has released the correspondence 
which passed between him and the Defence Secretary on the 
personnel and tcrms of reference of the Indian Sandhurst 
Committee 

Letter from the Defence Secretary dated New Delhi, 
December 6 


‘My dear Mr Jmnah_ I am desired to ask whether you will 
consent lo serve on the commiutiee to be appornted as a result of the 
resolution adopted by the Assembly on Friday the second 
September, 1938 on the subject of impiementing the 
recommendation of the Skcen Committee 5 report that the progress 
of the Indianisation of the Indian Army should be reviewed m 
1938 with a vicw to determining whether or not accelerahon 1s 
possible The terms of reference arc as follows To cxamime the 
progress of the Indianisation of the officer ranks of the Indian 
Army with a vicw to determining wheihcr the results achicved 
jusufy accelcrauion and if not to recommend such alterauions in 
the system of recruitment to the Indian Mhiitary Academy as may 
be expected to lead to an improvement in the number of suntable 
candidatcs 


‘T am also to say that the committee hope to secure the services 
of Dr Sir 71a Uddm Ahmad a member of your party tin the 
Assembly who served on the Skcen Committce The other members 
whom it 14 proposed to mvite are Brigadier RD Inskip CIE 
DSO M a: the Hon’ble Pandit HN Kunzru, MCS, Mr Asaf 
Ah, MLA Mrs Subbaroyan MLA _ Sir Jogendra Singh 
Licut Col M A Rahman LA_ Capt Sardar Bahadur Datpat 
Singh MLA, Capt Sardar Sir Sher uhammad Khan, I 
MBE, MLA, Mr PR Damven MLA, Dr BS Moonje and a 
representative of the Education Health and Lands Department and 
the Sccretary Defence Department 


‘The committee will begin its scssian on Monday, the 16th 
January 1939 and will be presided over by Licut General Sir R 
Wilson, Adjutant General in India As far as can be estimated al 
present the scssion will last for about three weeks Hoping that 
you will be able to find time to accepi 


Mr _ Jinnah’s reply dated December 14, 1938, was as 
follows 


“Dear Mr Ognvic, I am in recerpt of your letter of the 6th 
December 1938 andI have consulted my party the Mushm League 
and by to mform you that we are not satisfied with the tims of 
rcference nor with the proposed personnel and therefore I regret to 
say that I cannot consent to serve on the proposed Commiuttce 
— AP 


‘Correspondence, Civil & Military Gazette, 16 December 1938 
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162. Rejects Viceroy's View that Provincial Constitution 
Operated Satisfactorily' 


Bombay, December 20 “The reply of the under-Secretary of 
State for India to certain questions put 1n the House of Commons 
on December 16, 1938, and today’s news from London with 
regard to the attitude of His Majcsty’s Govemmment would go to 
some extent to allay the grave apprehensions on the pari of the 
Muslims of India inasmuch as the main obycctive of the Congress 
in stimmg up trouble in the States to secure a majonty 1n the 
Federal Legislature by forcing His Majesty’s Government to 
bring pressure to bear upon the Pnnces io set up an elective 
system for retuming their representatives, has failed ” Thus says 
Mr Mohammad Ali Jannah in a statement to the Associated 
Press 

Mr Jinnah adds “As regards the appeal of His Exccliency 
the Viccroy of India to give a tna! to the Federal Scheme 
embodied in the Government of India Act, I am somewhat 
disturbed when His Excellency starts by expressing his 
enthusiasuc satisfaction over the working of the provincial 
consinuuion so far Those of us who havc had expenence of the 
last cightcen months are completcly disillusioned and I am sure 
His Excellency must be aware of the fact that the Congress 
Provincial Governments arc not functronmg on the lincs of a 
democratic parliamentary system of Government, but on the 
Innes of Fascism and authontanan Govemments with the Bntish 
Army and police behind them And so far as the Muslims are 
concemed in particular, they have, in many parts of those 
provinces, been curtly treated and attempts have been made to 
crush them while the Governors have failed to protect them 
notwithstanding their special powers 
‘Unnatural Scheme’ 


“This peach tree which has failed to produce any fruit and 1s 
withenng in provinces, His Exccllency now wants us to mmplant 
ton the sands of the Jumna at Delhi on the sole plea that the 
unity of India can only be secured throughout the sub-continent 
by thts highly artificial and unnatural scheme Is this the way to 
secure the poliical and economic micgration of India which in 
the judgment of the Viceroy, outweighs all other 
considerations, apart from the inherent defects and flaws in the 
Federal Scheme? In my opinion, the Bntush Governmeni, by 
forcing the scheme upon India, will bring about more disastrous 


‘Pross staiement, Siar of India 21 December 1938 
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consequences to all concerned than even the 1l-fated Versailles 
urcaty which created the new State of Czechoslovakia Repubhc 
by artificial methods which dragged in together wholly 
antagonistic and foreign clements and scctrons of people and 
faces under a so-called system of democratic parliamentary 
Government 


Communal Problem 


“Perhaps His Excellency’s absence from India may, to some 
degree, be responsible, if he docs not know that all hopes of 
communal amity have already been dashed on the rock of 
Congress Fascism as it 18 evident from the ictter of the 
Congress President, Mr Subhas Chandra Bosc, sent to me on 
December 16, 1938, and which was pubhshed 1n the press a few 
days ago So long as the Congress ‘High Command’ continucs to 
put forward the most prepostcrous claim that they alone can 
speak and deliver the goods on behalf of the pcople of India, 
there cannot be any Hindu-Mushm scttlement The All India 
Muslim League 1S the authontative and representative 
organisation of the Muslims of India and we are prepared to 
face any situation thal may arsc to maintain that cardinal 
principle at any sacnfice 

“As many cnquines have been made with regard to the 
alleged recent mecting of Nawab Ismail Khan with Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad and a certain amount of misunderstanding 
has been created in the mind of the public by the press reports 1 
wish to make wt clear that 1f Nawab Ismail Khan met Maulana 
Abul Kalam Avsad, he had neither authority from the Executive 
Council of the Muslim League nor had I any knowledge of iu I 
strongly deprecate any member of the Muslim League going to 
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad and thereby recognising his 
pretensions, directly or indircctly, that he holds the Islamic 
portfolio in the Congress High Command ’’'— API 
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163. ML Flag ts “Fiag of Islam’” 


Patna, December 24. Mr MA _ Jinnah, President elect of 
the All India Muslim League conference, who arnved here this 
momung, had telegraphically advised abandomng the programme 
for procession for reasons of his ill-health and asa result of 
this, vast concourse of Muslims assembled at the Patna City 
Station [was] deeply disappointed In spite of this instruction 
thousands waited in biting cold from carly moming at the Patna 
City Station and thoroughfares 

Mr Abdul Aziz, Chairman, [and) Mr Shareecf, Sccretary, 
Reception Committee, received Mr Jinnah al the companment 
and presented Nawab Ismail, Nawabsada Mehdi, Chairman, 
Municipality and Chairman, AllIndia Shia Conference, Messrs 
Asheque Warsi, Latifur Rahman, Jaafer Imam, Naimul Haque, 
Badruddin, Mashar Imam, Munawarul Huda, Commander 
National Guards, Bihar, Syed Imamduddin, Muhammad Noman, 
Maulana Abdul Ghani, Abdul Sattar Scth, ML A (Central), and 
other members of the Reception Committee tohim Mr Jinnah 
smuilingly shook hands with them and was grected by cnes of 
‘Allah-o-Akbar’, ‘Jinnah Zindabad,’ ‘League Zindabad’ ‘Mr 
Abdul Aviv then garlanded Mr Jinnah amidst tumultuous 
cheers, Messrs Jinnah, Abdul Aviv and Nawab Ismail then sat 
mn a decorated car and proceeded to Patna Thousands of 
volunteers on foot and horscback im picturesque uniforms and 
with drawn swords escorted the President's car while cyclist 
guards who had amved from Nagpur and other guards from 
Sind and Delhi under Generals Zafar Hussain, Yusuf Hasan and 
Muhammad Hasan m beautiful green umforms were most 
conspicuous 

The whole city is decorated, with flags and festoons and ovcr 
hundred arches have been erected and named after League 
leaders As a result of special appeals 1ssued 1n Ieaflets by Syed 
Abdul Aziz, Chairman of the Recepuon Committee, Muslims 
desisted from forming a procession but in spite of this thousands 
of cager citivens followed the car containing [carrying] Mr 
Jinnah on cycles, in cars and on horsebacks Mr Jinnah thanked 
the Muslim crowds on the road by saluung them and though he 
looked weak, was cheerful and smiling Mr Jinnah and Miss 
Jinnah are staying at the Didkusha which with the Patna lawn 
is now a city of tents and spacious pandais beauufully 


decorated with flowers, buntings and placards bearng Iqbal's 
immortal poems 


"News report Star of India 24 December 1938 
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Flag-Hoasting Ceremony 

The Flag-hoisting ceremony was pcrformed by Mr MA 
Jinnah at 12-30pm in the presence of about 50,000 Muslims 
at the main gate of the pandal onthe Maidan Mr Jinnah with 
Miss Jinnah, Syed Abdul Aziz and Mr Sharcef arnved at the 
pandal escorted by magnificently uniformed Body Guards with 
drawn swords The party was grecied with cnes of ‘Allah-o- 
Akbar’, ‘Jinnah Zindabad,’ ‘Mushm League Zindabad * Mr 
Jinnah first inspected the Guard of Honour formed by the 
Natrona] Guard representing different provinces and distncts 


Qarn Syed Zahir Ahmad recited a verse from the Holy Quran 
and Mr Muhammad Hamf sang most melodiously Dr Sir 
Muhammad Iqbal'’s national anthem Chin-o-Arab Hamara 
which visibly moved all hearts and many cyes to tears Mr 
Jinnah then hoisted the beauuful green Crescent-Star flag 
amidst cnes of ‘Allah-o-Akbar’ Mr Muhammad Hanif of 
Allahabad sang the flag salutation song Purchum Rahey Buland 
Hamara {may our flag fly high] iw chorus This most 
significant song Tagtened every heart unammously 


Mr Jinnah's Address 


Mr Jinnah said “By inviting me to hoist this flag of Islam, 
you have done me the greatest honour This 1s the flag of the 
Mushm Leaguc It means that ali Muslims should rally under 
it When Muslims will be united under the flag of Islam, no 
carnthly power will defeat them Victory and success will be 
theirs Let every Muslim come under this flag and realise the 
mission Of Islam in the world’? Amongst those present werc 
Mr Saadullah Khan, Icader of the Fronuer Muslim League 
Party and Mian Ziauddin of Peshawar 
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164 ML Council resolutions — Palestine, Status of ML, 
Vidya Mandir Scheme, Urdu and Sikander Hyat' 


Patna, December 25: The All India Mustim League Council 
met this evening at6pm ina spacious Shamuiana in the grounds 
of Syed Abdul Aviz’s residence There was a fatrly large 
alicndance of members Promment among those present besides 
the President, Mr Jinnah, and the Secretary, Nawabzada Liaquat 
Alt Khan, and Syed Abdul Aziz, werc Nawab of Chhattan, Raja 
Saheb of Pirpur, Mr Zahoor Ahmad, Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad 
Mahk Barkat Al, Mr Ashique Hussain, Nawabsada Khurshid 
Ab) Khan, Pir Tajuddin, Maulana Zafar Ali Khan, Sir 
Navimuddin, Sir Ali Muhammad Dehlavi, Maulvi Abdul Matin 
Choudhary, Mr Aurangzeb Khan, Shaikh Abdul Majid, Sir 
Sultan Ahmad, the Hon’ble Mr Hossain Imam, Khan Bahadur 
S M Ismail and Maulvi Hussain Mian 

After recitation from the Holy Quran, Nawabsada Liaquat 
Ah Khan, General Sceretary of the League, said that the first 
cm on agenda before the Council was confirming § the 
procecdings of the Working Committce of the League at ifs last 
mecting He said that everything was published in the papers 
and he wanted to know whcther there was any nccd to read out 
the resolutions passed at that mecting One or two members 
said that everybody did not read papers 


Mr Jinnah Explains 


Delegation To Cairo Conference 


Mr Jinnah, thereupon, cxplained in bricf the resolutions He 
said that the Working Committee passed a resolution to send a 
delegation on behalf of the League to the Cairo Conference on 
Palesune Accordingly, this delegation went and attended the 
Conference 2? He added that the Paicstine problem was onc on 
which he too wanted them to ponder over and decide what attitude 


they should adopt towards the Bntish Govemment in regard to 
Palestine 


"Address = Searchlight 26 December 1938 For an eyewitness account by 
Muhammad 


5 Anisur Rahman of the proceedings of tms session, see Rahim 
prin Shahecn (ed) Naqoosh e Quaid s Azam (Urdu) Shakh Academy 
ahore 1976 pp tl6 26 Amsur Rahman was » Commander of the Muslim 


Leaguc Voluntcr Corps and a delegate of the All India Muslim Students 
Fedcration at the Pama session 
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Reply to Congress 

Secondly, the Working Committce framed a reply to the 
Congress President on the unity talks It reiterated that the first 
term of the agrccment oughi to be the recogmton of the Muslim 
League as the representative and authoritative organisation of 
the Muslims in India The Congress, Mr Jinnah added, had 
refused to accept that claim 


CP Vidya Mandir Scheme 


Proceeding, Mr Jinnah said that the third important mattcr 
that the Working Committee discussed was the C P Mushms' 
gnevances against the Vidya Mandir scheme The leader of 
Mushms from the Central Provinces appeared before the 
Committee and represented the case of CP Muslims After 
several hours’ discussion the Commiuitee decided to dcepuic 
Nawabsada Liaquat Ali Khan to visit the province and make 
cnguinecs The Nawabzada’s response to the call, he said, was 
magnificent and he had wnitten hrs report aficr personal enquiries 


Funds to Organise Muslims 


The Committee then discussed minor matters including that 
of funds Ninety milton Mushms, he said, could not be organised 
without moncy and so an influcntial Fund Commuitice was 
appointed consisung of the Raja of Mahmudabad and Sir 
Curnmbhoy Ibrahim He added he was not in a position to say what 
progress the Commrutice had made 


Maulana Zafar Ah Khan 


Maulana Zafar Alt Khan said that the reports of repression 
on and bloodshed of Arabs in Palestine were pounng in and the 
Muslim League should now inform the Bniush Govemment in 
strong words that if the bloodshcd was not stopped they 
(League) would not be responsible for the consequences Mr 
Jinnah intervening satd that they were not now discussing any 
resoluuion, but simply = getting the Working Committec 
proceedings confirmed Nawabsada Liaquat Ali Khan then rcad 
out the resolution of the Working Committce on the CP Vidya 
Mandir scheme Some members rose to give their views on it and 
one member wanted that the Nawabzada should also make an 
enquiry i Brhar where also the Wardha scheme was being 
introduced 


Counceil’s Verdict Wanted 


Mr Jimnah once again explained that the Working Committee 
discharged its duties pending the opinion of the Council which 
was now asked to give its verdict on what the Committce actually 
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had donc On Mr Jinnah taking the sense of the House, several 
members affirmed that the proceedings were confirmed 


English Or Urdu? 


The proceedings of the previous meeting of the League 
Council were then submitted for confirmation But before the 
Nawabzada proceeded to read out the procecdings, one member 
said that Urdu was not the official language of the Lcague and 
hence proceedings should be read out in Enghsh as many did 
not understand Urdu Mr Jinnah said that the League had no 
official language as yet but as far as possible the procccdings 
should be in Urdu He assured them that he would mmmsclf Icarn 
Urdu — 1m fact he had already donc so — and added that those who 
knew Urdu should speak in Urdu alone Maulana Zafar Ah 
humourously said that Mr Jinnah’s broken Urdu possessed morc 
charm than his Enghsh Muhammad KhaliJur Rehman (Bengal) 
said that instead of having Urdu “‘as far as possible”’, they should 
now declare Urdu as the official language (cheers) 


Resolution on Sir Sikander Hyat 
Why it was Withdrawn 


Nawabsada Liaquat Ali Khan then rcad out in Urdu the 
report of the last mecting of the Council of the League, held at 
Delhi It was mentioned therem that the resoluuon of Mr Lari 
condemning the speech of Sir Stkander Hyat Khan assuring 
support in men and moncy to the Bnttsh Goverment in the 
event of awar, was ultimately withdrawn aftcr some discussion 
In this connection Maulvi Muhammad Farook (U P ) wantcd to 
know if the above resolution was withdrawn on Sir Sikander 
giving any kind of assurance or 1H was withdrawn because the 
Housc was against that resoluuion Nawabzada Liaquat Al 
Khan replying informed the House that Sir Sikander in the 
course of his speech had made it clear that he did not make 
that pronouncement on behalf of the Muslim League or on the 
behalf of the Musalmans of India It was as the Premier of the 
Punjab that he madc that speech on behalf of his province On 
that Mr Jinnah then observed that he could not divide — his 
alicgiance into two Mr Lan must have been satisfied with the 
explanation given by Sir Sikander and m fact he (Mr Lan) 
declared that he wanted to withdraw his resolution because his 
purposc had been served by the discussion that had taken place 
on his resoluuoen 

The Hon Mr Hossain Imam observed that Mr Lan did not 
withdraw his resolution because the House was against it Mr 
Zahoor Ahmad observed that Mr Lan himself had admitted that 
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thc purpose of his resolution had been served and therefore he 
withdrew the same Mr Malik Barkat Al: pointed out that the 
circumstances in which Mr Lan withdrew his resolution were 
not clear from the report This should be made clear so that there 
might be no misunderstanding about 11 Maulana Zafar Ah 
observed that the President had made it clear that no such thing 
would happen in future Therefore there was no usc prolonging 
this matter unnecessanly Mr Ashique Hussain (Punjab) 
suggested that it should be made clear m unequivocal terms in 
the report that Mr Lan did not withdraw his resolution because 
the House was against 1t 


Mr Jinnah Clarifies Position 


Mr Jinnah said that he had not the least doubt in his mind that 
Sur Stkander made that speech with the best of intentions His 
bonafides could not be questioned He (Mr Jinnah) was quite 
convinced that Sir Sikander did not yicid to anyonc inhis loyalty 
to the Musalmans and to the League Sir Sikander explained the 
circumstances in whrch he had made that speech and made it 
perfectly clear that it was not on behalf of the League or the 
Musalmans of India that he had madc that announcement He 
(the speaker) did not challenge his bonafides But it should be 
made clear, as he (Mr Jinnah) did 1n the last Council mecting, 
that there must be some pnnciple to guide them in future, that 
18, that a membcr of the Working Committice should not make 
any pronouncement of vital Characicr without the permission of 
that body And Sir Stkander had agrecd Mr lLan’s resolution 
had served its purpose and was, therefore, withdrawn 

Mr Jinnah suggested that if the House desired, it might be 
made clear in the report that the House enunciated the principle 
that no prominent member of the Leaguc, particularly a member 
of the Working Commuttce, should make any vital or new 
pronouncement without the permission of the Working Committee 
or the President Mr Tajyuddin of Lahore suggested that the 
words “the speech of the President was the verdict of the House” 
should be added to the report (Vorces No, No) Mr _ Hossain 
Imam suggested that no prominent member of the League, 
Parucularly a member of the Working Committce, should make 
any pronouncement which was ‘inconsistent with the views of 
the Leaguc’ In his opimon, the paragraph as suggested by Mr 
Jinnah meant that no member of the League was to express any 
opimon at all without the permission of the Working Commitice 
or the President Mr Jinnah pomted out that it was no resolution 
that they were adopting at present All that they wanted to add 
to the report was a sort of precautionary warning note to the 
members and nothing more 
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The report of proceedings was then adopted with the addition 
of the words ‘as suggested by Mr Jinnah ’ The affilration of the 
CP and Berar and Stndh Leagues was then confirmed 


Wardha Scheme 


The question of the Wardha scheme was next taken up 
Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan informed the House that the expert 
commiutice appointed by the League to consider the scheme had 
submitted an ad interim report, but wanicd further time of a 
month or two to make their detailed recommendation on the 
same Maulana Hussam Mian of Phulwar Sharecff observed that 
the matter would be delayed too long if further tumc of two 
months was allowed to the Commutee In Brhar 11 was proposed 
to Start working the scheme probably from May next Therefore 
the Commitee should expedite consideration of the question 
Khan Bahadur SM Ismail Even if the Committec submitted 
ils report now, they could not prevent the scheme from being 
given cffect to The Raja Saheb of Pirpur, the convener of the 
Committee, expiained in bref the contents of the ‘intenm’ report 
submitted by the Commuttce He pointed out that it dealt mainly 
with the principles as to how far and in what way the scheme 
would affect the Urdu language and scnpt and the nationality 
and the culture of the Musalmans But for a detailed cxamination 
of the scheme and for a constructive suggestion as to what 
scheme would be most suited to the Musalmans, the Commilice 
wanicd time of 4 month or two In the course of his speech, when 
the Rajya Saheb referred to Gandhi as ‘Mahatma Gandhr’ 
objection was taken by a numbcr of members to his usmg the 
word ‘Mahatma’ Therefore the Raja Saheb — subscquenily 
referred to Gandhi as ‘Mr Gandhi’ or ‘Gandhi Sahcb’ 

Maulvi Abdul Ghani pointed out that an expert body hke 
the All India Muslim Educational Conference at 11s last session 
at Patna had adopted a resolution condemning the scheme as 
harmful in the interests of the Musalmans There was, therefore, 
not much Ieft for them to consider any further As such they 
Should reiterate the same resolution or adopt a resolution on 
similar lines as that of the AJ) Mushm Educational Conference 
Mr Jinnah said that their opposition to be effective must be 
prvceded by serious study and consideration They need not be in 
hurry or rush matters because the Wardha scheme was not going 
to spread all over India in a few days or so “I believe in 
thoroughness’, he said ‘In the meantime,” he said, “the 


preliminary report should be distmbuted among the members 
of the House * 
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165. “Congress Determined to Establish Hindu Raj’” 


*Ladics and Gentlemen! I thank you for the great honour that you, 
the people of Pama and Bihar have done me tt is a maticr of great 
sauisfactton lo me that such a large number of people have come 
from ail parts of Bihar and from al! over India to attend this session 
I thank them for the trouble they have taken | also thank those who 
have taken pains to make this session a success and who have built 
this wonderful pandal and made all these marvellous arrangements 


Before I come to deal with the problems which are engaging our 
atlenuon, ] must express our joint and deep sorrow at the passing 
away of Maulana Shaukat Ali Maulana Shaukat Ali was a great man, 
a man who was always ready and willing to make any and cvery 
sacnfice for the cause in which he belicved He was a colleague and a 
personal friend of mine He never swerved even by an inch from the 
path he had chosen and served the cause of the Mushm League with 
unflaypging zeal to the very last Its not only a personal toss but I am 
surc also a national Muslim loss which 1s mourned all over India 


Anothcr great figure a world figure, that has passed away 1s 
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk His death has come as the greatest blow to the 
Musiim world He was the foremost figure in the Mushm East In 
Persia and Afghanistan m Egypt and of course in Turkey, he proved, 
to the consternation of the rest of the world, that Muslim Nations 
were coming into their own In Kemal Ataturk the Islamic world has 
lost a great hero With the example of this great Musaiman in frant 
of them as an msprration will the Mushms of India sn] remain in 
quagmire? (Crics of No, Ne) 


The Mushm League has already deplored the loss of Dr Sir 
Muhammad Iqbal His death too 1s an irreparable toss to Muslim 
India He was personal fnend of mime and singer of the finest 
poutry in the world He will live as long as Islam will live His noble 
pociry mierprets the truc aspirations of the Mushms of India It wall 
remain an Inspiration for us and for generations after us 


Ladics and Genticmen! I will now rcfer to the position of the Mushm 
League Ji was only threc years ago that we laid down the policy and 
programme of the All India Mushm League at Bombay The po 
at that ume was this Of the intelligentsia of the Muslims who were 
in the forcfront of what 1s called political life most — I do not say 
all — were carecrists They chose their place according to their 
convenicnce either in the bureaucratic camp or m the other camp, that 
is, the Congress camp Those who thought that they could bettcr their 
posiuon by joining the bureaucratic camp joined the same The others 
thought they could gct position and power in the Congress camp and 
joined that cam eit object was how best to make careers for 
themselves So far as the masses were concerned and so far as my 


'S Shamsul Hasan, Assistant Secretary AH India Mushm League, Presidential 
Addresses of Qaid e AzamM A Jinnah delivered at the Sessions of the All India 
Muslim League, Daryagany Delhi, 1946 Thc above address delivered on 26 
December 1938 at the 26th AIML Annual Scssion at Patna (26 29 December 
1938), like Jinnah s most addresses including addresses at League’s annual 
sessions from 1938 onward, was delivered catempore 
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dear young fricnds, the Muslim youths, were concerned they were 
ali hypnotized by the Congress falsehood The youth believe in 
slogans and catchwords They were caught mght in the net that was 
spread for them by the Congress They were ied mto the belief that the 

ongress was fighung for the freedom of the motherland Being 
honest themselves they could not believe that other people could be 
otherwise They were Ied to beheve that the question was realy a0 
economic one and that they were fightung for dal bhaz,' for the labour 
and the Kisans Then pure untutored minds became easy victims of 
the Congress net hen we, who saw through the gamc and 
understood the inward meaning of the Congress leaders’ move tried to 
make them understand that they were being misled we were dubbed 
reacuionaries, Communalists and much else besides 


“That was the position m 1936 | am glad to say that things have 
now changed One thing has becn demonstratcd beyond doubt, namely 
that the Congress High Command wanted the Musalmans to be a 
mere understudy of the Congress mere footpages of the Congress 
leaders to be uscd, governed and brought under the heels when they 
had scrved the purpose of the Congress The Congress lcaders wantcd 
them to submit unconditionally to the Hindu Raj That game has now 
bern fully exposed We have got ample proofs of 1. The Chairman of 
the Reception Committec has some of those proofs m his address I 
congratulate him for his most cloqucnt cxposition of the truce state of 
affairs in chis country and also of the aims and objects of the Congress 


The Congress his now, you must be aware killed every hope of 
Hindu Mushm scttlemcnt im the nght royal fashion of Fascism The 
Congress docs not want any setllemcnt with the Mushms It wants to 
thrust its own terms on the Muslims of India As the Chairman of 
Reccpron Commitice has said in his address the Congress wants the 
Muslims to acccpt the settlement as a gift from the majonty The 
Congress High Command makes the preposterous claim that they are 
enutled to speak on behalf of the whole of India, that they alone are 
capable of delivering the goods Others are asked to accept the gift as 
from 4a mighty sovereign The Congress High Command declares that 
they will redress the gnevanccs of the Mushms, and they expect the 
Mushms to accept the declaration 1 want to make it plain to all 
concemed that wo Muslims want no gifts The Muslims want no 
concessions We Muslims of India have made up our mind to have our 


fullest mghts but we shall have them as rights not as gifts or 
concessions 


‘As Ehave said before there are four forces at play in unis country 
Firstly there 1s the Brush Government Secondly, there are the rulcrs 
and peoples of the Indian states Thirdly, there are the Hindus, and, 
fourthly there are Muslims The Congress Press may clamour as much 
as it likes hey may bring their moming afternoon evening and night 
cditiens the Congress leaders may cry a8 much as they ke that the 
Congress 15 a national body But fsay i238 nol true The Congress 1s 
nothing but a Hindu body ‘That is the truth and the Congress leaders 
know i The presence ‘of the few Muslims the few misled and 
misguided ones and the few who arc there with ulterior motives does 
Not Cannot make it a nauonal body | challenge anybody to deny that 
Congress 15 main! a Hindu body I ask, does the Congress represent 
the Mushms ; (Voices No No) “I ask does the Congress represent 
the Christians’ (Voices No, No) I ask, does the Congress represent 
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Scheduled casies?" (Voices No No) “Il ask docs the Congress represent 
the non-Brahmans? {Voices No No) ‘I say the Congress does not 
even copes Pa all the Himdus What about the Hindu Mahasabha? 
What about the Liberal Federation? The Congress, no doubt, 1s the 
largest single party m the country But 1s nothmg more than that It 
may arrogate to itself whatever utiles it hkes, the Congress High 
Command in the intoxications of power, like persons who are drun 
may make any claims it pews. them to make But such claims cannot 
alter the true character of the Congress It remains what it 1s — mainly 
a Hindu body 


‘Such claims might have hoodwinked some people for someume, 
but they cannot hoodwink al} the people all the ume and can certainly 
not hoodwink the Muslums any longer | am convinced —! think you are 
also now convinced and many who arc not yet convinccd will soon be 
convinced and those who are honestly mistaken now — not those who 
are dishonest in their conviction — will also be convinced that the 
Congress 1s nota national body [tis a misfortune of aur country, indecd 
itis a tragcdy that the High Command of the Congress 1s determined, 
absolutely dctermined, to crush all other communiues and cultures in 
this country and establish Hindu Ray They talk of Swara; but they 
mcan Hindu Ray They talk of national govemment, but they mean 
only Hindu Governmcm But the bubble has been pricked too soon 
Intoxicated with power gamed under the new constituuon, with 
majonly im siX or seven provinces the Congress game has been 
cxposcd a little too soon what did the Congress do when it got the 
powcr? With all its pretensions of nationalism, il straightaway started 
with the Bande Mataram 1115 admitted that Bande Mataram 1s not the 
tlauonal song yet itis sung as such and thrust upon others Itis sung 
not only in their own gatherings but Mushm children in Governmcnt 
and Municipal schools too are compelicd to sing 1t Musium children 
must accept Bande Mataram as their nauonal song no matier whether 
thar religious belicf permit them to do so or not It 1s idofatrous and 
worse — a hymn of hatred of Mushms 


Take the case of the Congress flag Admittedly it 1s not the national 
fag of India Yetthatflag must be respected by everyone and hoisted 
on every Government and public building It does not mattcr if the 
Muslims object to it the Congress flag must be paraded as the national 
flag of India and thrust upon the Muslims Take next the case of Hindi 
Hindustani I need not add to what has already been said on the subyect 
by the Chairman of the Recepuon Committec Is there any doubi now 
m the mind of any one that the whole scheme of Hind: Hindustani 1s 
intended to sufle and suppress Urdu? (Voices No, No) Take next the 
Wardha scheme of Education Were the Mushms taken into confidence 
when the scheme was under preparation? The whole scheme was 
conceived of and its details worked out behind the back of the Muslims 
Who 1s the author of the Scheme? Who 1s the genius behind uw? Mr 
Gandhi I have no hesitation tm saying that it 1s Mr Gandhi who 1s 
destroying the ideal with which the Congress was started He 1s the 
one man responsible for turning the Congress into an mstriment for 
the revival of Hinduism His idcal is to revive Himdu religion and 
establish Himdu Raj im this country and he 1s uulizing the Congrcss to 
further this object 


“The reaction of the Mushms to such a scheme of educanion could 
not but be what it has been all over the country You have secn the 
Pirpur Report and I need not add to what has been described in that 
document The position may be summed up in one sentcnce Today 
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Hindu mentality Hindu outlook, 1s being carefully nurtured and 
Mushms are being forced to accept these new condiuons and to 
submuitto the orders of the Congress leaders This Hindu outlook 1s daily 
interfering with the normal life of the Mushms The Musaimans are 
being forced to accept the Hindu ideals m their daily hfe Have Muslims 
anywhere done anything of the son’ Have they anywhere sought to 
impose Mushm culture on the Hindus? Yet whenever Muslims have 
raised the shghtest voice of protest agamst the imposition of Hindu 
culture on them, they have been branded as communalists and disturbers 
of peace and the repressive machinery of the Congress Governments has 
been set in motion against them Take the cascs that have occurred in 
Bihar Who have suffered suppression of culture under the Congress 
Government? It 1s the Muslims Against whom are the repressive 
measurcs taken prohibitory orders issued and among whom are arrcsts 
made? It 1s the Muslims I should hke to know a single mstance I am 
pepe to carn and correct myself — a single mstance where the 

uslim League or Mushm individuals may have tried to force theirown 
culture upon the Hindus in the last cighteen months *(Cnes Nowherc) 


“IT do not wish lo dwell any longer upon this I have done with it so far 
as the Congress 1s concemed As regards the Musalmans I can say thal 
itis am atter of grcal congratulation to the All India Muslim League that 
i has succecdced in awakening a remarkable national consciousness 
amony the Muslims Muslims, as I said before were like mcn who had 
lost their moral cultural and political conscrousness You hive not yet 
got to the fringe of acquiring that mora] cultural and political 
consuiousness You have only reached that stage at which therc has 
come awakening — your political conscicnce has been stured Today 
you find — apart from the fact whether the Congress claims are right or 
wrong — tod ty you find that the Hindus have to a very large degree 
acquirtcd that cssenual quality — moral cultural and pohiucal 
consciousness -— and it has become the national consciousness of the 
Hindus This is the force behind them that is the force I want the 
Mushinis to acquire When you have acquired that, beheve me 1 have 
no doubtin my mind you will realise whal you want The counting of 
heads may be a ae good thing but it1s net the final arbiter of the 
desuny of nations You have yet to develop a national self and national 
indivadualtly lt1s a big task and as | have told you, you are yet only on 
the fringe oft Butt have great hope of our success e developmens 
that have already taken plaice are almost miraculous [I never drcamcd 
we could make this wondcrful demonstration which we see today 
But cven then we are only on the iringe of the problem 


Among the immediate issucs we have to grapple with which may 
come up be fore the Subjects Commuttce 1s the qucstion of Palesune 1 
know how dccply Muslim feelings have been sumcd over the issue of 
Palestine TD know Muslims will not shirk from any sacrifice if required 
to hclp the Arabs who are engaged m the fight for thew natvional 
freedom You know the Arabs have been treated shamclessly Men 
who are fighting for the freedom of thar country have been described 
as gangsters and subjected to all forms of repression For dcfcnding 
heir honrel ands ee are bung put down at the point of the bayonet 
and with the help of martial Jaws But no nauon, no people who are 
wonh hving as 1 nation, can achicve anything great without making 
Ereat sacrifices such as the Arabs of Palestine are making All our 
sympathies arc with those vahant martyrs who are fighting the bate 
of frocdom apamst usurpers They are being subjected io monstrous 
myusuces which are being propped up by Brush Imperialism with the 
ullenor motive af placatng international Jewry which commands the 
moncy hags Thal question we will have to consider 
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‘Another question that will come up for consideration 1s the 
situation that is developing m the Indian States You have heard the 
Chairman of the Reception Commiuttec on that subject One point I 
would Ike to add to his observations As you are all aware, we arc in 
fullest sympathy with the aspirations of the States people I am 
convinced, however, as I am convinced about the real objects of the 
Congress, that the motuve of the Congress championing the nghts of 
the States people is far from what is made out to be I would like to put 
only one question Why all this agitation in the States? Why are all the 
forces being let loose in the name of the Arya Samayists and the Hindu 
Mahasabha in Hydcrabad State? | would ask the Congress, whal 1s 1 
doing in Kashmir? The Arya Samapsts the Hindu Mahasabha and the 
Congress nationalists as also the Press the subservient Press of the 
Congress, why are they silent about the affairs of the Kashmir State Is 
it bUcause Kashmir 1s a Hindu State? Is it because the vast majority of 
the Indian subjects of Kashmir State are Mushms? I have no doubt 
about the real meaning of the Congress sahcitude for the people of the 
Indian Statues Mr Subhas Chandra Bosc has said im onc of his speeches 
that the Congress want to make an alhance with the peoples of the 
Inctian States May I ask, do they want to make an alhance only with 
these who arc Hindus or also with the Musalmans? According to the 
present constituhion of Muslim League, the League cannot interfere m 
the affairs of the Indian States But | want to make it clear that if 
Congress pursucs ils Campaign in Muslim States hike Hyderabad with 
the ultenor motive whieh, undoubtedly is inspiring it at prescem the 
Mushm League would have to consider afresh the quesuon of 
mtcrference wath the affairs of Indian States We cannot leave our 
Muslim brethren in the Hindu Statics at the tender mercies of their 
oppressors and those who wish to exploit them 


“The next question that you wil have to consider 1s that of the 
Federation Let the Congress continue to say that they will never 
accept the Federation But I tell you I do not at all beheve im the 
professions of the Congress The Congress will tumble into 1 just 4s it 
tumbled into the provincial part of the constitution Mr Subhas 
Chandra Bose was loud in his declaration the other day that whatever 
individual Congress man might say here and there the Congrcss as a 
whole was determined to reject the Federation lock stock and barrel 
I do not believe in such declarations 1 know another Congress leader 
has said that revision and modification will satisfy them and if the 
elccirve principle was acccpted 1 would appease the Congress, and yet 
another leadcr declared that if the Federal scheme could be so altcrcd 
as to give them the substance of independence the Congress might 
work 11 and im that way the undesirable and unworkable Federal 
Constitution might be made a desirable and workable onc I say the 
whole 1dca behind the Congrcss leaders move is once again to deceive 
the Muslims I want to tell these leaders however that they cannot 
deceive thc Mushms any more Fhe Mushms are not what they werc 
thrce years ago The whole game of the cates is and has been to get 
a substantial majority m this wretched highly objectionable and 
rotten constitution which they want to enjoy If they geta majonty they 
wil accept the Federation with utmost glee, and then they will begin 
Pure thetrr nefarious scheme of destroying the Muslim culture 
and organisauion and to build up the Congress organisation as the one 
and only totalitarian organisation of the Faccite brand And then they 
will be able to establish their tdeal of Hindu Ra} in Hindustan 


The Congress leaders know what they are aiming at They have got 
their majyonues m seven provinces and have Congress Governments 
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there There are only four provinces Ieft The covetous eyes of the 
Congress leaders are now cast upon these provinces Every now and 
then they declare that the non-Congress Governments m_ these 
provinces are totienng, aye tottermg in spite of their majorities, 
siugghing on their last legs The Congress leaders thmk that in these 
four provinces the Ministries are not v strong But at is not difficult 
lo sce through the Congress game They want to see a Congress 
Government 1n whichever of these provinces they can I had a talk 
with some friends of the North West Frontier Province I am told that 
m that Province our co religionists — credulous Pathans as they 
are — have been told that the Congress 1s for the good of the people 
that the Mushm League ts the supporter of Imperialism and ally of 
Imperialism I say there cannot be a greater falschood than allcgation 
that the Muslim Le aguc 1s an ally of Imperralism Insidc the legislature 
or outside the legislature have [ on any single occasion supported 
Impcriahsm not to speak of provmg mysclf an ally of impenalism?' 
(Voices No No) | am sure even if there were few amongst Muslims 
who had thou,ht in the past that the Mushms might gain their ends by 
allance with Bnush Impernalism thcy have now been thoroughly 
disillusioned f say the Mushm League 1s not going to be an ally of 
anyint, but would be the ally of even the devil if need be in the mtcrest 
of Muslims 


A pin drop silence suddenly appeared to seize the house at this 
Stage Mr Jinnah paused for a moment and then continued 


[ts not bec tuse we are in love with Imperialism, but in Politics 
onc has to play one’s game as on the chessboard IT say the Muslims 
and the Muslim Le aguc have only one ally and that ally is the Muslim 
nation and onc and only one to whom thcy can look for help 1s God 
(Appliuse) 


The Congress game with regard to Federation is very clear If the 
Congress can gain the control over the Fedcral machihery then by 
mes of the direct and indirect power vested m ihe Fudcral 
Government the Congress would be able to reduce to nonentty the 
Government of the Hon'ble Mr Fazlul Hug mn Bengal and the Hon bie 
Sar Snkander Hyat Khan in the Punjab so im the end the Congress 
will hive scvcn provinces where they enjoy overwhelming numerical 
majority as a giftof God, and the other four provinces where Muslims 
dominate will be the fcudatones of the Congress High Command If } 
am right in judgment that is the objective of the Congress Therefore 
T say the Congress Sppsuen to the Federation 1s not honest Am I 
to blame for a? Am wrong? (Voices No No) 


Ladics and Gentl men! Now iis for you and you alone to make 
our decision All the responsibilines will be yours You are face to 
ace with a life and dcath struggle You should not allow your attention 

lo be deflected by small questions So and so have not been Laken in 

the Working Committce of the League so and so should not be in the 

League — such small matters should not divert your attention from 

the man tssucs confronting the community Only this mormng some 

pou men cume to me and complained about the personnel of the 


aguc They said that certain persons, whose names I nced not 
meniion, should not be in the Le ; 
to the others Tsay that the Mush AU 


m League 1s not yet what 1t should be 
Lem cei to admit that there are en who are not fue espe 
ut the Muslim League 1s the organisation of all Muslims It is your 
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organisauon Let me tell my young fends, rf they want to punfy 
the Muslim League, if they want to raise the Muslim League to the 
highest plory 111s no use keeping out and finding faults with it Come 
in and if there 1s anything wrong with it put it mght Therefore, I 
appeal to everyone Come imto the Muslim League It 1s your 
orgamsauion It 1s not the property of this man or that man Jt 1s your 
organisation and you can make w as you like and what you lke I 
think T have said al! that I had to say You will forgive me for having 
made the specch extempore My health did not permit my writing out 
my spcech Besides I have alrcady made so many speeches The 
last speech | made was at Karacm only in Octobcr jasi I expressed 
my views on that occasion as on other occasions My views are 
thercfore well known Ladics and Gentlement 11 15 great pleasure to 
me to sce thal a greal awakening has taken place among the Muslims 
They have grasped the real issucs That 1s a great beginnmg Having 
made this great beginning, 1f you now harness your encrgics and 
mobilise your forces like a disciplined army, victory will bc yours 


Mr Jinnah then addressed a few words in Urdu He appealed to 
them to close theirranks He said that when the Congress started the 
Muslim Mass Contact campaign, they threw out a challenge that 
the Muslim masses were with them The Assembly by-elections in 
the U P_ and the recent one in Hazanbagh in this province [ Bihar} 
had given the proper reply to the Congress challenge And now the 
Congress refused even to set up their own candidate in the by- 
election to the Central Assembly (caused by the death of 
Maulana Shaukat Alt) What had happened, he asked, to the 
Congress Muslim Mass Contact campaign? He added that the 
Congress should now give up this contact affair Proceeding Mr 
Jinnah said that they were now told that there was no possibility 
of a setiiement, and that the Muslims were to be won over on 
independent hines “Let us wait and sec what those mdependent 
lines are ’* Concluding, he appcaicd to the Muslims inthe Congress 
camp to yon the Muslim League for thetr own benefit and the 
benefit of the enure Mushm community 
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166. Patna ML Session “Most Successful Session Since 
1913"! 


Patna, December 29 Winding up the proceedings of the 26th 
session of the All India Muslim Leaguc this evening, Mr Jinnah, 
the President, observed that the Patna session marked an epoch 
inthe growth of Muslim solidanty and the League 1m that It was 
the most successful session he had ever seen since 1913 when he 
joined the League Mr Jinnah paid a tnbute to the public of Patna 
for their orderly manner (which Syed Abdul Aziz also sincerely 
emphasised) and appealed to them to rally under the League 
banner Mr Jinnah said that the resolution on ‘Direct Action’ 
adopicd by the Leaguc, constituted a fundamental principle of 
a revoluuonary nature and pleaded for paticnce on the part of the 
Mushims 

The Resolution states 


Federation 


In the afternoon the open session adopted the resolution on 
Federation which was moved yesterday 

‘The All India Musiim League renerates 118 views that the 
scheme of Federation as embodicd in the Government of India 
Act, 1935, is unacceptable but in view of further devclopments 
that have taken place or will take place from tume to ume it 
hereby authonsces the President of the All India Muslim League 
to take such stcps and adopt such course as may be necessary 
with a view to exploring the possibility of a suitable alicrnative 
which would completely safeguard the interest of the Muslims 
and other minorities of India ’ 

Mr ZH Lari (UP ), supporting the resolution, said that the 
Congress wanted a maorty in the Federal Legislature, and 
hence the League should vest powers im the President to cvolve a 
suitable substitute after negouating with the powers that be or 
Otherwise take the necessary steps adcquaticly to safeguard 
Mushm interests Khan Bahadur SM_ Ismail (Bihar), declared 
that Federation was unacceptable to Muslims as the scheme 
dtd not safeguard Muslim interests and even the provinces 
where they were in a majornty would be reduced to the position 
of minority Mahk Barkat Ali (Punjab) declared that no Federal 
scheme would be acceptable to the Mushms if it allowed the 
Fuderal Legislature to thwart the administration of those 


‘News report Star of India, 30 December 1938 
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provinces where the Mushms were ina majonty Mr M Asghar 
Imam (Bihar) urged the Muslims to be prepared for cvery 
sacnfice to resist the imposition of Fedcratron because 1t would 
perpetuate subordination of India to alicns 


Burma 

The next resolution on Burma was taken up Moving this, Mr 
Zahur Ahmad (U P ) traced the ongin of the nots and narrated 
the atrociues committed by the Burmans on the Indians 
especially the Mushms Mr Mahmud Hassan (Hydcrabad) 
alttnbuted the culture and progress of Burma to Indian Muslims, 
but said that Hindu Sabha and Arya Samay organisations were 
carrying on propaganda against the Mushims in Burma 

The resolution was passed 


Baluchistan 

The next resoluunon on Baluchistan, which was moved by 
Khan Bahadur Mushtaq Ahmad Gurmam (Parliamentary 
Secretary, Punjab), had a quick passage 


Frontier Policy 

Strong cnticism of the British policy in the N-WFP_ was 
made during consideration of the next resolution on 
Governments policy in the Fronuer 

The resolution states 

Whereas the forward policy of the British Government, 
which, in the name of Indian defence, ams at forcible 
subjugation of the independent tribal belt lying between 
Afghanistan and North-West Frontier on the border of Indida, has 
failed with all its military resources, to attain its objective and 
has resulted only tn incalculable yearly loss of men and money, 
without any propects of coming to a successful end in the ncar or 
distamt future and whereas the transfronticr border imbes, who 
prefer total extinction to hfe servitude, have all along made 11 
Clear that they wll resist to the biticr end, all Briush aticmpts to 
dominate their homeland, this session of the All India Musiim 
] cague 1s of opinion that the time has now come for the British 
Governmentto reconsider ms Frontier policy in a more 
Statesmanlike manner, based on the universally recognised 
pnnauple of sclf-determmation Further it condemns the policy 
and activities of the Congress in the N-WFP whereby they 
have given indications that tnbal arcas should become parts of 
the administered territory ’ 

Mr Zafar Ah Khan (Punjab) who moved the resolution said 
that Britush pohcy was fuule in the Fronticr since the inbes 
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against which it was directed had been Independent from time 
immemondl He asked the Government to change the present 
policy to once of conciliation The resolution was passed after 
the speech of Mr Ziauddin Khan (N -W FP) 

Mr SA Asiz, Chairman of the Reception Commitice, paid a 
tribute to the gathenng for its orderliness He also stated that 
thousands of women from Bihar had joined the Leaguc While 
congratulating the voluntecrs he referred to the enthustasm of 
one who had come on foot from Assam and other two who had 
covered the distance from C P on push-bikes 


Mr Jinnah’s Remarks 


Winding up the proceedings, Mr Jinnah said that the League 
had laid down, during the present session, a fundamental 
principle of a revolutionary nature which was a departure from 
the past namely decision to adopt ‘Direct Action’ if and when 
necessary So lcng, he said, the League had been wedded only 
to the policy of consututional progress The Patna session, he 
added, was the most successful he had seen ever since 1913 
when he joined the League and paid a tnbute to the public of 
Patna for their orderly manner In connection with ‘Direct 
Action’ Mr Jinnah pleaded for paticnce and askcd Muslims to 
organise the League so that the nine crores of Muslims might 
come under the banner of the League API 
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167. Congress Terms “Unjust”? — ML Wants “Perfect 
Equalities’”” 


Patna, December 30 [1938] Thcre were three forces in the 
country the Bnush, the States and the Congress The imc has now 
come to give battle to all these forces and the sooner young men 
made up their minds to do so the better for them, observed Mr MA 
Jinnah, inaugurating the All India Muslim Students’ Conference 
on Thursday evening [29 December] 1n the Mushm League 
pandal 

Cnticising the Congress at Iength, he said that young men 
had been deluded into believing that the Congress fought for the 
freedom of the country and the masses, and that the Congress 
would turn the country into a land of milk and honey Butnow it 
was amply evident that it said one thing while meaning 
something quite different Mr Jinnah strongly repudiated the 
various Charges and cnticisms Icvelled against him such as being 
a communalist, a fanatic and an ally of Impenalism  secking 
personal gratification in the face of the gravily of the problems 
facing the Country 

Rcfernng to the negotiations with the Congress for a scttilement 
of the Hindu-Muslim question and the political status of the 
League he said that the Congrcss had offered terms which were 
unjust and prejudiced The Muslim League would be satisfied with 
nothing tess than pericct equalities The Congress claim of being 
the only body representing the entire country was prepostcrous 
Indiawasnot a nation yel, bulanumber ofnationalitics Referring 
to Federation he warned the audience against being deluded by the 
Congress declaration that they did not want Federation He 
addcd that the Congress had declared that 11 would not accept 
the new constitution but was now embracing it — AP 


‘Public speech Civil & Military Gazette, 1 January 1939 
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168. “Gandhi Destroying Congress Idea?’ —‘‘Nehru Has 
Lost All Sense of Fairness’” 


Patna, January I Inthe course of a statement to the Associated 
Press on Mr Gandhi’s observations on the League vis-a-vis the 
Congress, appearing in the latest issue of Haryan, Mr MA 
Jinnah rettcrates that the Congress claim to be the ‘only body that 
can deliver the goods on behalf of the pcople of India’ 15 
“preposicrous”’ 


Mr Jinnah says “I have seen the report of the interview? given 
by Mr Gandhi to Mr H V_ Hodson,’ and 11 15 quite clear that he 


'Press statement Civil & Miltary Gazette, 4 January 1939 


?Given below 1s the text of interview reproduced from the Director, Pubhicauons 
Division, Government of India, fhe Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi 
Vol LX VIH, 15 October 1938 — 28 February 1939, New Delhi 1977 pp 240 41 


Interview to H V Hodson (Fxtracted from Pyarelat's 
‘Weekly Letter’ dated 25 December 1938) 


Mr Hodson expressed the opinion that the solution 
of the Hindu Muslim question was made difficult by the 
fact thal, owing to its very nature the Congress tendcd to 
takc on the nature of a ‘totalitanian party’ and acted as 
if it were the one and the only party tn the country that 
mattered, instead of regarding itsclf simply as one of the 
principal parnues 


sandhiji It is a very wrong view to take of the 
Congress The Congress does claim to be thc one and the 
only party that can deliver the goods It 1s a perfectly valid 
claim to make One day or the other some party has to 
asscrl tlsclf to that extent That does nol make it 2 
totalitarian party Jt 1s the ambition of the Congress to 
become all representatuve of the entre nation, not merely 
of any particular secuon And itis a worthy ambition im 
kceping with its best tradiuon If you have studied Congress 
mstory you will find that since its very imcepuon the 
Congress has sought to serve and represent ali secuions im 
the country ugually without an disunciion = or 
discnminahon Thus it uscd to have Rajas and Maharajas 
on the Recuepuon Commitice and has defended the cause 
ef the Statics agamst the Paramount Power as in the case 
of Kashmir and Mysore It would love to be absorbed by 
the Mushm League if the Mushm League would care to 
absorb it or to absorb the Mushm League m its tum so 
far as the pohucal programme 1s concemed For religious 
and social acuivity of course every community can have 
Us scp iraic Organization 


¥ 

HOV Hodson b 1906 Fullow All Souls College Oxford 1928 35, cdiuior Round 
fahle 193449 and of Sunday Jumes 195661 Reforms Commissioner 
Gov croment of India 1941-42, author of Lhe Great Divide Britain — Indta — 
Pakistan Oxford Univcrsity Press, 1969) (with Epilogue, 1986) 
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maimtains the preposterous claim of the Congress that 1t 1s the 
‘only body that can deliver the goods on behalf of the peopic of 
India’ and tndulges in platitudes and talks about the history of 
the Congress and its ambition to become ‘all-representative of 
the entire nation’ He says that “it 1s a worthy ambition, in 
keeping with its best tradition” and that, “if you study the 
Congress, you will find that, since 1ts incepuon, the Congress 
has sought to serve and represent ali sections in the country 
equally” 


Hodson But if the Congress has the ambiuon of 
absorbing other political organizations it cannot help being 
a totalitarran party 


Gandhiji You may wy to damnit by calling wu 
totaltanan Absorpuon 1s incviatable when a country 1s 
engaged in a struggle to wrest power from foreign hands it 
cannot afford to have separate rival poliical organizations 
The cntire strength of the country must be used for ousting 
the third and usurping party That 1s What 1s happening m 
India today Where there 1s no common danger lo oppose, 
there must be separate partws representing different 
schools of thought You should bear im mind that the 
Congress does not impose its will on others Its sancuons 
are non wiolent 


Hodson Would not the march to full responsible 
government be more rapid if the Muslims were taken 
along? 


Gandhiyi Of course 1 would be Personally I do not 
want anything which the Muslims oppose But f have faith 
that the soluuonof the Hindu Muslim tangle will come much 
sooner than most people expect I claim to be ableto look 
at the whole position with a detached mind There 1s no 
substance in our uarrels Points of difference are 
superficial, those of contact are decp and permanent 
Pohucal and economic subjection ts common tous The same 
climate, the same mvers, the same fields supply both with 
alr, water and food Whatever thercfore Icaders Mahatmas 
and Maulanas may say or do the masses when they arc 
fully awakened, will assert themselves and combine for the 
sake of combating common evils 


The effect of the Sociahst and Communist propaganda 
too 1s to bring the masses of both the communes together by 
emphasizing identity of interests [have my differences with 
them, but I cannot withhold my miration for their 
endeavour to demolish the superstition that keeps the different 
communilics apart 


Haryan 31 12 1938 


340 Tie Nation's Voicr 


Continuing, Mr Jinnah says “Mr Gandhi 1s_ mainly 
responsible for having destroyed that ideal and the tradition of 
the Congress, since he has captured it It is all very well for Mr 
Gandhi to say that the Congress ‘would love to be absorbed by 
the Muslim League 1f the Muslim League cared to absorb 1t, or to 
absorb the Muslim Leaguc in its tum, so far as the political 
programme was concerned ” Is it not absurd, on the face of it, to 
set the Muslim League the task of absorbing the Congress, the 
Congress being mainly a Hindu body with a majority of four to 
one? Mr Gandhi 1s quite safe and he knows that the result will be 
that the Congress will absorb the Mushm Leaguc, and he can 
well afford to talk 1m thrs strain 

“In fact, Mr Gandhi proceeded to say when asked, the 
Congress, in its ambition to absorb other political organisations, 
tended to become a totalitaman party, ‘You may damn it by 
calling it totalitaman Absorption 1s inevitable’ Then Mr Gandhi 
hastens to say, ‘You should bear in mind that the Congress docs 
not impose its will on others’ Is this truce? And then he says, 
‘Its (the Congress’s) sanctions are non-violent’ Is this truc’?’ 
When asked by his interviewcr ‘Would not the march to full 
responsible government be more rapid if the Muslims were taken 
along’, his reply was ‘Of course it would be Personally I do 
not want anything which the Muslims oppose, but I have faith 
that the solulion of the Hindu-Muslim tangic will come much 
sooner than most people cxpect’ I am glad that Mr Gandhi 15 
beginning to see some hight through an impenctrable darkness ” 
Musiim League View 

“But”, Mr Jinnah continues, “the story of Mr Gandhi, when 
he says Ido not want anything which the Mushms oppose, 18 so 
old and so oft repeated by him that it 1s not going any longer to 
deceive the Musaimans When he talks of his ‘detached mind’, it 
is difficult to believe it So far as the Muslim Lcaguc is 
concemed, they have been dmven to. the conclusion that, 
whatever may be the ideal and theory and however worthy, 
actual realities show that the Congress has proved in its policy 
and programme, whenever they have been called upon to act, that 
they are no bettcr than the Hindu Mahasabha which openly 
stands for a Hindu Raj in this country as laid down by them only 
a few days ago at the Nagpur session of the Hindu Mahasabha 

Refernng to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru’s observations at thc 
United Provinces Poliucal Conference on the cntucism of the 
Congress made by prominent leaders at the Patna session of the 
Muslim League, Mr Jinnah says “Mr Jawaharial Nehru has said 
that the ‘attacks by the Muslim League on the Congress were 
bascless and absured’ and he is ‘ashamed that in any country 
a man could indulge in such abuses when thcy all were engaged 
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in the fight for freedom ’ All I can say is that Mr Jawaharlal 1s 
cither utterly ignorant of what 1s going on even in his own 
province, or that he has lost all sense of faimess and justice when 
he charactenscs the charges against the Congress Govemments as 
baseless’ Tuming to press comments on the Patna session of the 
League, Mr Jinnah says “In a responsible section of the press 
iw has been said that they donot know what are the instances 
which amount to persecution of Musalmans in Congress 
governed provinces If the representatives of the press who were 
present at the deliberations of the session of the Mushim League 
had cared to report the instances wmch were openly narrated in 
the open session by one speaker after another, I am sure that 
they would have agreed with us that we are not cxaggeraling 
when we charactense the treatment of Musalmans in several 
cascS aS amountung to atrocitics 
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169. Asks Nehru “First to Study Pirpur Report’?! 


Bombay, January 5: The vicw that 1f Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
is really in camest about his offer of referring the complaints of 
the Muslim League against Congress Governments to an 
independem and impartial tnbundl, he should communicate to 
him (Mr Jinnah), the sanction behind the proposed impartial 
inquiry, is expressed by Mr MA Jinnah, President of All India 


Muslim League, in the course of a statement to the Press Mr 
Jinnah says 


‘My atltentuon has been drawn to the statement of Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru and to his plea for an enquiry I note that he 
now says thal he 1s ignorant of what is taking place cven in his 
own province and he requests me to inform him of the charges 
against the Congress party majonty Governments While I will not 
doubt his impulse for justice 1t 3s most cxtraordinary that he should 
have characterised the allegations in the first instance as baseless 
and absurd and that he was ashamed that m any country a man 


should indulge in such abuscs when they all were engaged in a 
fight for frcudom 


The Mushm League appomted a committee on March 20 1938 
under the chairmanship of the Raja Sahcb of Pirpur which after 
most careful investigation andexamination on the spot i the various 
pune has made its report which has already appeared in the 
Press Has not Pandit Jawaharlal’s attenuon been drawn to it? He 
15 good cnough to say that an eminent lawyer hke mysclf should 
know that one sidcd charges have to be proved before they are 
beheved But Pind Jawaharlal Nehru has characterised them as 
baseless and absurd on his own admission, without even knowing 
whal those charges are and he wants me to mform him as to what 
they are ft is difficult to decal with such a mcntality Not only 
ihat but in the very conference over which he presided at Ajodhya 
in UP the Prame Minister of the United Provinces had the temerity 
to say that the Muslims were not only treated justly but 
generously [f would ask hm what about Tanda Dadn Bhagalpur 
and Havanbagh not to mention various other instances that are 
given in the Pirpur report submitted to me and published tn all 
newspapers Would Pandit Pant the Pnme Minister mention the 
instances of the gencrous treatment of the Muslims in UP? So the 
Pnme Mimster of UP has already delivered his verdict Pandit 
Dwaraka Prasad Misra, a responsible Minister in CP 1s also 
teported to have done so m today s papers 


Pandit Jawaharlal process: to say with a big ‘I’ as follows 
‘I would be happy to have these charges placed Tos investigation 
before any mdependent and umpartial body which will cnquire 
into them ~ But I ask 1s this offer mercly a propaganda or ascnous 
one or intended merely for the Press ask this question because 
in order to constitute an independent and imparual body of enqurry, 
you have first got to decide its terms of reference, its powers and the 


‘Press statement Star of India 6 January 1939 
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authority behind uw and also ta whom it will be responsible and 
to whom it will submit its report and who will be the authority 
to take action accordingly All these questions have got to be 
considered At present, Mr Jawaharlal’s offer is om the air 
through the Press If Pandu Jawaharlal is really in earmest let him 
communicate with me as to what will be the sancuon behind the 
proposed impartial and independent inlay? committee and vanous 
other matters of details mentioned by me In the meantime } would 
most eamestly request Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru first to study 
the Parpur report which has not only been pubhshed but 1s also 
avatible: if he wishes to obtain a copy from the League's office 
before pronouncing his verdict again ex parte "— API 
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170. Palestine Conference — Urges HMG “to Concede 
Arab Demands”’! 


Bombay, January 29: Mr MA _ Jinnah, President of the All 
India Muslim Leaguc, has issued the following statemcnt 


“In view of the forthcoming Palestine Conference which 1s gomg 
to take place on or about February 7, 1939, in London, J have sent 
the following telegram to Mr Chamberlamn? the Premier of Great 
Bntam the Secretary of State for India, and Mr Malcoim 
MacDonald * the Minister for Colonics 


The All India Muslim League urges upon His Majesty $ 
Government lo give representation to the Muslim League 
on the Palestme Conference and concede Palesune 
National Arab their demands Muslim India is awaiting 
most anxiously the results I cannot by means of a 
tel-gram express adequately and impress (on you) the 
intensity of the feeling prevailing throughout India Failure 
of the Conference wil be Most disastrous throughout the 
Musklim World resulting in grave consequences Trust this 
camest appeal will receive your serious consideration’ 


Mr Jinnah requested the vanous Provincial, Distnct and 
Pnmary Leagues to hold public mectings all over India on 
February 8 and scnd similar telegrams to the Pnme Minister of 
Great Bntain He says he has issucd instructions accordingly 


‘Statement Star of India, 30 January 1939 


2Arthur Neville Chamberlain b 1869, edn Rugby and Mason College 
Cee entered Birmingham City Council and became Chairman of 11s 
Town Planning Committee 1911, Alderman 1914 Lord Mayor of Birmingham 
1915 16 Director General of National Service 1916 17 Postmaster General 
(1922 23) Paymaster General (1923), Mimster of Health 1923 1924 29 and 
1931 Chancellor of Exchequer 1923 24 and 1931 37 Chairman of Unionist 
Party 1930 31) Prime Minister 1937 until Tesigned in May 1940 and succecded 
by Winston Churchill d 9 November 1940 


‘Malcolm MacDonald (son of James Ramsay MacDonald), b 1901, edn Oxford 
MP 1936-45, hcld several ministenal appoimtments mceluding those of Colonzal 
Secretary 1935, 1938-40 and Mmister of Health 1940-41, High Commussioner 
m Canada 1941-46 Governor General of Malaya and Borneo 1946-48, 
Commissioner General in_ South East Asia 1948-55 High Commissioner m 
India 1955 60 Governor Gencral (1963 64) and High Commissioner im Kenya 
1946 65 Spccial Representauve in East and Central Africa 1965 70,d 1981 
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171. Congress “Methods of Coercion and Intimdation”’ in 
States! 


The positive aggression now being adopted by the Indian 
“ational Congress towards the Indran States 1s 1n fact an attempt to 
betray the electorate of Bntish India, declared Mr M A Jinnah in 
an exclusive interview on the Muslim League’s recent resolutron 
condemning the attitude now being taken towards the Pnnccs as 
cxemplified by Mr Gandhi’s latest article in the Harwyan ? 


‘The motive cannot be disguised The move folows dircctly 
on the Congress declaration that the foremost condihon requisite 
to acccptance of Federation under the Government of India Act 
dcesembed in the samc breath as unacccptable 1s the provision of 
elected representatives in place of nominees from the Indian 
S1aics The object 1s to secure for Congress at the Cenue undisputed 
power and to crush the influence of, nay, the very existence, of other 
partics m Bnush India and particularly the Muslim Leaguc 


The atutude of the Mushms and of the Mushm League 
tepresenting their interests has been clear from the outset Dunng 
the Round Table Conference we secured our Icgitimate claim to one 


‘interview Quaid 1 Avam Papers File No 1096 p 1889 6 February 1939 
"Reproduced below 
Bardoli January 31 1939 Rajkot and Jatpur 


Appeals arc being madc to me not to precipitate mauers in the Stalcs 
These ai als are unnecessary Afterthree months of non violent strugglc by 
the le of Rajkot an honourable understanding was arnved al between 
the Talore Saheb in Council and Sardar Vallabhbha: Patcl represenimg 
the people and the struggic was closed amid general rcyorcings But the 
noble work donc by the Mhakore Saheb and the people has been undone 
by the Bnush Resident 


Honour demanded that the pcople should fight unto death for the 
restoration of the covenant between the Thakore Sahcb and his people The 
struggie now is not between the Ruler and hs people but in reality it is 
between the Congress and the Bnush Goverment represented hy the 
Resident who 1s reported to be resorting to organized goondaum He 15 
trying thereby to break the spint of imnocent men and women who nghtly 
resent the breach of faith 


fis a muisrepresentation to suggest thai Rajkot has been made atest 
case There 1s no planned action with reference to Kathiawar States What 1s 
pappening as that those who feel that they are ready for suffering come 
to ne Sardar for advice and he guides them Rayjkoi seemed ready and the 
fight commenced there 


‘Jaipors case is incredibly sine and different from that of Rajkot If 
my information ts correct, the Bnush Pume Muuister there ts determined 
to prevent even the movement for lanzing the ideal for res sible 
govemment Civil disobedience in Jarpuris being therefore offercd not 
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thirdof the Bnush Indian representation As far as the States were 
concerned however no afrangement was made ofr guarantce given 
Dunng the proceedings of the Federal Structure Committee, I 
tegistered a protest at the waghtage being conceded to the States 
an the Central Legislature 1 minted out that this meant the 
Federal Legislature could only legislate as far as the States were 
concerned, in such matters as they delegaicd by their instruments 
of accession The States, on the othcr hand, would receive a 
disproportionate and decisive voice in the affairs of Brush India 
It was at that time suggested that the Statcs representatives would 
not vote on an issue solcly affecting Briush India But that is not 
so provided m the Governmentof India Act While the Hindu- 
Mushm issuc remains unsolved it might reasonably be expected 
that the nominees of the States Governments would be responsible 
and expenenced administrators who would be willing and capable 
to appreciate the common imterest whatever their communal 
predilection 


‘It is howcver patent that the real objective of the Congress 1s to 
secure elected demagogues boosud by the Congress organisation 
and = bhndiy obcdient to Congress dictates Since Provincial 
Autonomy cime m the Congress have arrogantly rejected the co 
operation of other pares in rebuilding the nation, and have 
exploicd the opportunity rather for building Congress as 4a single 
lotahtarian orgamisabon_ claiming the sole right to spcak for and 
negotiate on behalf of the Indian pcople On the other hand 
Government dominated by the Muslim vote and hcaded by the 
Muslim League, present a striking contrast being broadbased 
coyhnons including representanon of the other major communihics 
despite the fact that the Mushm franchise alone would suffice to 
maintain a4 majonty Government Abominating as they do the 
idea of true democratic compromise with other secuons Congress 
sccks undisputed dictatorship at the centre and desircs to ride 
roughshod ovcr the muinornty commumucs For this purpose they 
are sechking to cocrce the Pnnces The plausible cxcuse of a new 
found actiwe commiscration for the condinen of States  subyccts 
will deceive no one The Congress campign is being conducted 
with as uncompronusing virulence and imtensity m= States lke 
Mysore and Travancore and Hyderabad with comparatively high 
Standards of administrauen as in Kathiawar and the Nilgri Statics 


for responsible government but for the removal of the bans on the Praya 
Mandal and us president Scth Jamnalal Baya) 


In my opinion tis the duty of the Viceroy to ask the Resident in Rajkot to 
restore the pact and to ask the Bnush Pnme Minister of Jatpur to lift the bans 


Such action by the Viceroy can in no sense be interpreted to mean 
unwarranted interference ‘in the affairs of States 


Haryan 4 tebmuary 1939 reproduced mn Mrrector, Publications Division 


Government of India The Col Ww. 
New Deth 1977 op “a ne eos ie ene earn ere 
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“The Muslim League ts unaltcrably opposed to the Bnush 
Parliament’s Federal scheme for reasons that are clear, and the 
resoluuon of the Executuve Council of All India Muslim League 
declares without equivocation that ‘if the mctheds of coercion and 
intumidauon resulted im the Bntush Government yielding to the 
Congress the Musalmans will not hesitate to resort to the most 
extreme measures in their opposition to such a position where 
their most vital mterests would stand 1o be sacnficed The Muslhm 
League has the fullest sympathy for the legitimate aspirations of 
the States people m their desire for constitutional advance, but I 
am afraid the States people are being misled and exploitd in a 
manner which, m my opimon 1s dctnmental to their own 
interest and the country gencrally 
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172. Indian Representation at Palestine Conference — 


Regrets HMG's Refusal’ 


New Delhi, February 6 Mr M A Jinnah, President of the All 
India Muslim Leaguc, has released to the Press the following 
tclegraphic communication that passed between himself and the 
Secretary of State for India in regard to the demand for 
representation on the Palestine Conference made by him on 
behalf of the Muslim Leaguc Telegram from the Secretary of 


State for India to Mr M A Jinnah 


‘] have received your telegram asking on behalf of the All India 
Muslim League for representation for the Mushms of India at the 
Palusune Conference His Majesty s Government have already 
carcfully considered the possibility of makmg arrangements of 
this nature but for cogent reasons connecicd with the gencral 
composition of the Conference they have with great regret reached 
the conclusion that it would not be possible to cxtend the scope of 
representation already decided upon 


You will appreciate other considcrations apart thal any 
yidenins of the basis of thal representauon mn respect of one party 
to the Conference must wmevitably involve a corresponding 
widening m other direchons But you have my assurance that His 
Majesty's Government have throughout been kept fully informed of 
the vicws of Muslims of India and that they have constantly had 
m mind, and will continuc to bear in mind the great importance 
attached by Indian Muslim opimon to the issues before the 
Conference Tt 1s their carncest hope that the Conference will 
succced in finding solutions of the Palesune problem which will 
resull in a reconciliauan of the opposing mterests and be acceptcd 
as gust by Mushms throughout the world 


Telegram from Mr M A Jinnah to the Secretary of State 


Indta 


Greatly appreciuc courtesy your reply Deeply disappointcd 
Fas Mycesty s Government not inclined extend representation 
Muslim India at Palesune Conference No analogy comparison 
Muslim India other partics in vicw of solumn pronuses assurances 
piven lo Musalmans India durmg Wau Palestine their first Qibla 
Auslims decply and vitally concerned their holy places Earnestly 
urge His Majesty s Govcrnmcnt meet request 


for 


Mr MA Jinnah has also received a cable from the Arab Higher 


Commuttee, which runs as follows 
Palestine Arab Highcr Commitice met your request for Indian 


"Telegraphic communication Civil & Miltary Gazette, 8 February 1939 
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Musiims” pafucrpation in Palestine Conference London with great 
sausfacuon Thanks, Committee hopes you imsist on your demand 
Rntrsh Government accepted represcntalion of world Jewry and has 
no mghtignonng Muslim relations to Palestine especially relation of 


Indian Muslims with holy land first Qibla of Islam *—- AP 
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173 Election Petition Against Sheikh Sadiq ML Candidate 
Punjab!’ 


Lahore, February 8. Mr MA _ Jinnah, President, All India 
Muslim Leaguc, was cxamined on Commission in the clection 
peuuon filed by Mr Zakna Kitchicw questioning the return of 
Sheikh Muhammad Sadiq, ML A , pending in the court of Punjab 
Election Tnbunal Interrogatorics were sent to Mr Jinnah asking 
him if he had sent tclegrams to the respondent supporting his 
candidature and whether he had any authonty to grant the Mushm 
Leaguc ucket or was it only the Punjab Provincial Muslim 
League Parlhamentary Board which could give ucket to the 
respondent, and whether he adopted him as a Mushm Leaguc 
candidate 

Mr MA _ Jinnah had replicd that he had sent two telegrams to 
the respondent The telegrams spoke for themselves that witness 
had given his personal suppor to the respondent The respondent 
was supporicd by the witness as a Muslim League candidate and 
the telegrams were sent by him in the capacity of President, All 
India Mushm League By sending these tcicgrams witness did not 
give to the respondent the Muslim League ticket nor did he 
nominate him as a Mushm League candidate Ht was nol correct 
that Provincial Parhamentary Board had refused to give Muslim 
League ticket to the respondent or to nominate him as a Muslim 
Leaguc candidate His mformation was that the Provincial Muslim 
League fatled to adopt him as a Mushm League candidate and 
It WaS open to the witness as Presidcnt to give his support and 
to appeal to Muslim voters to vote for the respondent as against 
ee candidates who were admilicdly the opponcnis of Musiim 

~caguc 

Mr Jinnah added that it was the inherent powcr of the 
President, Alf India Mushm Leaguc, to appeal to the Muslims to 
support a member of Muslim League who stood by the policy 
and programme of the League and pledged himsclif to the 
Organisation Asked uf there had been passed any resolution atl 
the Patna Session of All India Muslim Leaguc to the effect that 
Provincial Parliamentary Boards were the only bodies which 
could give ticket to a Muslim League candtdaic, Mr Jinnah 
replicd that the resolution had directed Provincial Leagues to sect 
up a machinery 1n the place of the present Parliamentary Boards 
and ountul such machinery was established the present 
Parltamentary Boards Conunuc to function The Punjab Provincial 
Pathamentary Board was not funchoning It had to be 
reconstituted by virtuc of Jinnah- Sikander agreement which was 
adopted at the Lucknow Session in October 1937 
"News report, Eribune, 9 February 1939 
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174. Message to Palestine Conference — “ML Sohdly 
Supports”? Arabs? 


Mr Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, MLA (Bengal) and Mr 
Khaliguzzaman, MLA (UP), the representative delegates of 
the All India Mushm League, now in London m connection 
with the Palestine Conference, entertained the dclegatcs from the 
Arab countrics ata dinner at Clandge’s Hotel on the night of 
Friday, February 3 The funcuon was held on behalf of the 
Mushm League to assure the delegates of India’s sympathy and 
dcep interest in the work before them and to wish them success 
in their dechberations The Arab delegates in their flowing robes 
and Igals and the [Indians in their sherwanis and caps added 
grace and dignity to a bnilliant gathenng the like of which has 
seldom assembled before The atmosphere 1n the large reception 
hall was in the best tradition of Islamic fraternity and the guests 
mixed with cach other freely 
Mr Jinnah’s Message 

The third message [The first two messages were from the 
Premicrs of Punjab and Bengal, Sikander Hyat Khan and AK 
Favlul Hug respectively] 1s from the President of the All India 
Muslim Leaguc, Mr Mohammad Ali Jinnah, who says 


“Muslim India hearuly wish all success to Arab Delegations 
Muslim League solidly supports you Therc 15 only one thing more 
for me to say I wish you, the Delegates of the Arab and Muslim 
World success m your deliberations May Allah crown your 
efforts with success for thus success will bring joy and 
happiness to every Arab and Muslim home The day the message 
goes forth from London that right has wiumphed will be the day 
of the third and the greatest Id this year, for Muslims May Allah 
grant you courage and wisdom and may you be guided to success by 
His hight Amen! 


"Message, Star of India, 15 February 1939 
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175. Tribute to ex-Governor Brabourne — “Made More 
Friends Than Enemies’”' 


Mr MA Jinnah, President of the All India Mushm Leaguc, 
said that he was extremely sorry to reccive the sad news of Lord 
Braboume’s? sudden death 

Mr Jinnah who knew Lord Braboume since the first Round 
Table Conference and afterwards as Governor of Bombay, said 
that he always found him a fine and courteous gentleman with 
whom, as ume went on, he enjoyed relations which were almost 
those of personal fnendship As aGovemor, Lord Brabourne was 
always extremely tactful and both in Bombay and Bengal he 
made more fnends than enemics One always had the deepest 
Tespect for ms point of vicw whether one agreed with him or 
not, because he would always urge his vicws frankly and freely 
Mr Jinnah added that hs deepest sympathy went out to Lady 
Braboume in her bereavement 


*Statement, Star of India, 24 February 1939 


*Michacl Herbert Rudolph Knatchbull, 5th Baron Braboume, b 1895, served 
European War 1915 18 MP Ashford Division Kent, 1931-33 Parhamentan 
Pnvaic Secret lo Secretary of State for India, 1932 33, Governor Bornbay 
1933 37 and of Bengal 1937 tll has death on 23 February 1939 
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176 Jamait-1-Ulama “Obstacle”? to Hindu-Mushm 
“Understanding” 


353 


New Delhi, March 1- Mr MA Jinnah, Leader of the Muslim 
League Party 1n the Central Legislative Assembly, has issued the 


iollowing statement 


“f am mformed by some prominent members of the Mushm 
League that the organisers of the Jamait-1 Ulama 1-Hind approached 
them to attend their conference which 1s to take place on March 
234 and 5m Delhi Further, a report in the press that invitations 
have been issued to promiment members of the Mushm League and 
mysclf has been brought to my nouce and, therefore, I am obliged to 
make the position clear 


‘I hope that no member of the Muslim League will have 
anything to do with tms conference because their policy and 
activilics have been hostile and destrucuve towards the All India 
Muslim League These few imdividuals who are using the name of 
Jaman 1-Ulama are, m my opimion, doing the greatest possible 
harm not only to their community but to the country at large They 
are one of the causes of the tension and bitterness that exist between 
the Hindus and Musalmans today and in nosmall degree are the 
obstacles m the way of the achievement of an honourable 
understanding between the two communiues I still appeal to them 
to rally round the Muslhm League flag which 1s_ the only 
authoritative and representauve poltucal organisation of the 
Musalmans of India ° 


'Press statement, Crul & Military Gazette, 2 March 1939 
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177. Begum Muhammad Ah Nominated To ML 
Working Committee! 


The nominauon of Begum Muhammad Ali to the Working 
Committee of the All India Muslim League 1s announced today 
by Mr Jinnah in a Statement tothe Press Mr Jinnah says 


“J feel that it will not be in the interest of the Muslim League 
organizauion to reshuffle and reconsutute the personnel of the present 
Working Committec But as there has occurred one vacancy 
owing to the unfortunate death of Maulana Shaukat Al: I propose 
to fill his place by nominating Begum Muhammad Ali 


“Apart from her great serviccs, and those of Maulana Muhammad 
Ah and Maulana Shavkat Ah |] thnk the ime has come when it 1s 
necessary to have one who could represent also the views of the 
women of India, and their wants and requirements in the national 
life of the Musalmans 


The Committee will now be as follows 


Mr A K Favstul Huq Khwaja Sir Navimuddin, Sir Abdur Rahman 
Siddiqui Nawab Muhammad Ismail Khan Mr Khaliquz7zaman Syed 
Abdul Aziz, Mr Muhammad Ashik, Sir Ali Muhammad Khan 
Dchlav: Sir Curmmbhoy Ebrahim, Sycd Abdul Rauf Shah_ Sir 
Sikandcr Hyat Khan Mahk Barkat Ah, Haj: Abdul Sathar Essak 
Sat Sir_ Andoola Haroon, Mr Shaikh Abdul Majid, Mr Khan 
Saadulla Khan M L A) Mr Aurangzcb Khan, M LA, Sir Syed 
Sarsdulla, Mr Abdul Matin Choudhury, and Begum Muhammad 
Al — Associated Press 


‘Press stalement, Statesman, 17 March 1939 
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178 *Congress Perpetrating a Big Political Fraud’ — 
Liaquat Propounds Division Scheme’ 


Meerut, March 25: 


‘I want an mdependent India where Mushms have power and 
freedom for the Mushms are analion and not acommunily It would 
be a travesty to dismiss 90 milhon people with a glonous past as a 
community Although Hmdus and Mustime Inve in the same country, 
thcy hive differently because their religion culture and civilizauion 
arc different Muslims do not favour the pseudo nationalism that the 
Hindus have borrowcd from Europe If Hindus and Mushms could not 
now hve tapes amicably m= India — and tt had become almost 
tmpossible for them to co-exist under the same regime — then they 
nught be able to do so by dividing the country on a religious = and 
cultural basis ? 


This vicw was propounded by Nawabsada Liaqual Ali Khan, 
Secretary of the All India Muslim League, in the presidential 
address which he delivered tonight to the Meerut Drvisional 
Muslim League Conference 

With the arnval today of Mr M A Jinnah, President of the All 
India Muslim Leaguc, and other leaders, preliminary discussions 
have begun which may Iead to the reorientation of the League 
policy in certain important respects The Associated Press 
special correspondent gathers from well-informed quarters that 
there arc two qucsuons uppermost in the minds of the leaders 
here These arc, firstly, the formulation of a scheme which will 
Secure the political and cultural development along traditional 
Islamic tines, of the Muslim nation in India, and, sccondly, the 
immediate adopuon of measures effectively to safeguard the 
intcrests Of the Muslims in the States The expression given 
longht by Nawabsada Liaquat Ali Khan to the view of 2a certain 
secuion of League opinion that the 1935 Constitution has failed 
so far as Muslims are concerned has brought Muslim Icadcrs to 
the point where they are considering whether Muslims should 
press for sccuring to themsclves political and = cultural 
independence In this connection attention 1s being focused on 
4 number of draft schemes 

As regards the policy of the League vis-a-vis the Statcs, the 
general fecling among the Icaders assembled here appears to be 
that the League should render all help to Muslims in the States 
to cnable them to secure their legitimate place in any reforms 
that may be introduced 


‘Public speech Star of India, 27 March 1939 


In all probability this 1s the first occasion when suggestion for an Indian 
 Gabeictee had been made from the Mushm League platform by an important 
ague functionary 
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President’s Address 


The Nawabzada in hs address sct out to show how the 
position of the Muslims had detenorated since the establishment 
of Provincial Autonomy and how they would be reduced to a 
state of serfdom under the proposed Federation An ever 
increasing number of defects had become apparent in_ the 
Government of India Act since the Congress had taken office 
The protection given to the religious, cultural, linguistic and other 
nghts of the minonues under the Instrument of Instructions had 
proved to be futile and meaningless It was an established fact 
that the Govemors had not yet realised in a singic instance their 
powers 1n respect of the minontics ‘This will explain why the 
Mushims ensisted that all the safeguards in respect of the 
minontics should be embodied in the consutution itself—— and 
we sce that, while the Congress has suspended 11s crusade 
against’ Britash Impcralism, the Govemors have not failed to 
vie with it by suspending the exercise of their special powers 
May we presume that these were the understanding, tacit or 
otherwise, of the ‘genticmen’s agreement’ between the 
Congress and While Hall?’ 

The Muslims were beginning to understand that in the 
minonty provinces they had been reduced to the status of 
subjects Federation would complete the disastcr, for the Bntish 
Government was acting in alliance with Congress to transfer the 
Government of the States to a patronised and dragooncd 
democracy, 1n order that the Congress might secure a majonty 
inthe Federal Assembly and form the Govemment ‘Two victims 
-~ the Indian States and the Mushms — arc to be sacnficed to ms 
new-fangled cntente between the Bntish and the Congress “It 
1S not mere speculation that even im the provinces where they 
have a maonty the Muslims will bereduced to a subordinate 
status of serfdom under the proposed Federation > Under the 


prescat form of Government the majonty was the majyonty by 
reason of religion 


Pre-considered Majority 


“This preconsidered majonty has created the cnucal posiuon 
that the Hindus are and will be the Government, the Muslims 
arc and will be the opposition, and the best oratory cannot 
convert the mayontics into minontics or vice versa Centunes 
will pass and the Mushms will be in opposition always deprived 
of power How are the Muslims, thus constitutcd and 
preconditioned, to fit mto this country? They cannot live 
honourably if only some changes are made here and there in 
the Government of India Act Unless the nghts of the Mushms 
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are guaranteed there can be no peace and tranquility in the 
country There is mutual suspicion of rehgious favouritism on 
all sides and 1t has become almost impossible for the Hindus 
and the Mushms to cocxist under the same regime 

Cynics may inquire how the two communities succeeded tn 
living together in the past The answer 1s tremendous in 1ts 
sunphicity They lived together because they did not live under 
a parliamentary democracy but under a benevolent autocracy 
which did not enforce its religion and culture on tts subjects The 
more this might and power has been transferred in the name of 
dcemocracy, the more pronounced have the differences become 
between the two communitics The Hindus who are in power 
want to shape India according to their ancicnt 1deas but the 
Muslims who have their own past and their own ideas cannot 
willingly accept this 


‘Only Way Out’ 

The only way out of this impossible situation 1s to allow 
cach Community to develop itself unhindered Many schemes 
had been and were being drawn up to achieve this end, but 
whatever scheme 1s finally adopted, it 15 obvious that if the 
Hindus and Mushms cannot lve amicably in any other way, 
thry might be allowed to do so by dividing the country in a 
Suttable manner on a religious and cultural basis Only thus 
can cach community devclop freely without annoying the 
order The Hindus would now, however, welcome this proposal 
because of their inordinate desire to rule and because they could 
not think of permitting the Muslims to hive a free life according 
to their own ideal 

‘Nevertheless’, concluded the Nawabzada, ‘the 1dca Is same 
and must be adopted Jt were beticr that 41 were accepted with 
mutual consent and goodwill ’” 


Mr Jinnah’s Attack on Congress Policy 


Mr MA Jinnah, speaking in Urdu, said that dunng the last 
two years Muslims had becn made to realise that the Congress 
was trying to perpctraic a big political fraud Muslim League 
members were sull called communalists because they were not 
Prepared to fall into the trap sect for them by the Congress The 
Muslims were told by certain interested persons that they should 
nol oppose the Congress which was working for the uplift of the 
poor and was devoting itself to solving the problem of “bread 
for the masses” Was it really the object of the Congress to 
liberate the people? (Cnes of No, No) The Muslims had now 
sctn whal atrocities were being wrought on them in the Congress 
Provinces It was to be regretted that there were evcn somc 
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amongst the Musiimms who were in favour Of their 
unconditionally joining the Congress 

Mr Jinnah said that Nawab Jamshed Ali Khan [of Baghpat] 
was not an cxiremist and had, until recently, believed m 
working with the Bnush and the Hindus Similarly, Nawabeada 
Liaquat Alt Khan was of the conservative school of thought 
and came of a Nawab family What then were the forces at work 
which had brought about this change m the mentality of these 
two men? The answer to this could be found, he said, in the 
Congress game summanised above 

Refermng to the interview which the special correspondent 
ol the New York Times' recently had with Mr Gandhi, Mr 
Jinnah said that Mr Gandhi had said, in answer to the 
correspondent’s qucsuons, that the Congress had not yet decided 
whether, firstly, they would accept Dominion Status and, 
secondly. whether they would support the Bntsh Govemment 
in the case Of war What did this imply? Further, in one of his 
recemt Statemenms Mr Gandhi had admitted that the Congress 
had entered into an alliance with the Bnush Government Should 
it then he in the mouths of Congress men to say thal the Muslim 
League was an ally of the Bnttssh Government? 


“False Propaganda’”’ 


Mr Jinnah exhorted his audience not to be led astray by the 
false propaganda of the Congress He assured them that if they 
umited and organised themsclves, no power on carth would be 
able to crush them or their organssation, the Mushm [ caguc 

Pressed to add a few words min English, Mr Jinnah said that 
was presumably the intelligentsia that spoke Enghsh Addressing 
the intcligentsta, therefore, he impressed upon them that i was 
“The newspaper was represented by its special correspondent F E Burchell The 
micrvicw which was ropnnicd by Reuter appearcd under the date hne ‘New 


York March 230 as an Associated Pross message from New Delhi lhe New 
York limes coported the interview as follows 


Asked whit advice he would give the Congress regarding his attitude 
should the Paramount Power become mvolvcd in a Hurspean war 
Mahatma Gandhi pleaded that that was too difficult to answer at that 
time He demurred also to a question whether he wished India to take her 
inde pendence within the Brush Commonwealth of Nations or outside 1 


Gandhiji said That again is difficult, [cannot exactly tell where I 
mysclf stand on that Both arc difficul: qucstions 


Correspondent — But don't thcy go to the root of the situation? 


Gandhiji Wise journalists nevcr go to the root 


Cated im Director Publications Division Governmentof India The Collected 
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from their ranks that the leaders and officers of their organisauion 
rnust come Throughout the world it was the intelligentsia that 
was providing the leadership and drive of the great movements 
But he warned that they must be prepared to make every sacrifice 
10 establish and maintain their solidanty His message to them, 
he said, was “Be prepared to sacrifice anything and cverything 
rather than sacnfice a hair of your national community ” 

The audience of about 5000 men — most of them kisans and 
labourers — applauded Mr Jinnah loudly A_ section of the 
great pandal in which the conference was held was curtained off 
with scmi-transparent cloth Behind this cloth stood the women 
and chiidren and evcry now and then their shnlt applause could 
be heard above the bass voices of the men 


Reception Address 


Welcomimg the declegatcs to the conference, Major Nawab 
Jamshed Alt Khan, Chairman of the Reception Committee, 
dectared that the march of time demanded that the Muslims 
Should take stock of their activitics in the ficld of practical 
politics rather than merely passing resolutions The All India 
Muslim League he said, stood for the unity of Indian Muslims 
ind us object was to awaken them to their rehgious duty and 
mike them aware of their intemal and external cnemics 


‘Failure’ of Democracy 


He said that the Muslims stood for that Irberty which 
aknowledged equal nghts for everyone irrespective of Cast, 
crced or colour The freedom that Provincial Autonomy had 
brought was not wanted It had deprived the people of peace of 
nund and the cvents in Benares, Cawnpore, Mcrcira, Badauun 
Muaharajgany and Allahabad m UP were a sufficient proof of 
that He thought that cxpenence had shown that the Westem 
type of democracy had failed in India 

The Rajkot incident, he sard was an eye-opener If this sort 
of anterference was continucd, the Mushms of Bnutsh India 
would be obliged to take steps to safeguard the intercsts of their 
brethren im the States He complained that the s,amindars of the 
tl. P were being depnved of their possessions by false pretences 
and uhal the Indian problem was the probiem of bread He 
deplored the propaganda that was being carned on against the 
Urdu language He said that if India attaincd freedom then 
Urdu would be the only Indian language that could help in 
Carrying on diplomatic talks with countnes in the Near East 

Finally he appealed to the Ulama to give a truc Icad to the 
Muslims in formulating their attitude towards other political 
Parties in India — API 
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179. Indo-British Trade Agreement — ‘Cotton Growers’ 
Interests Treated with Criminal Neghgence* 


Mr M A Jinnah, Leader of the Muslim Party 1n the Central 
Assembly, has 1ssucd a statement to the Associated Press in New 
Delhi, replymg to the cnticisms made by several members 1n the 
Council of State on the attitude taken up by him and his party on the 
Indo-Bnush Trade Agreement 


Ihave carefully read the speeches made on the Indo Bnush Trade 
Apreement m the Council of State says Mr Jinnah I am accused 
of throwing dust in the eyes of the agnculturalists Here are the 
facts which cannot be dcenicd by any honest man This is what 
1 stated in the Assembly? during the dcbate on the Agrecment 


What have you done for the cotton quid pro quo for the 
advantages conferred on Lancashire? It 1s much worse than 
the postion we occupied without this Agreement Hercafier 
Lancashire need not take more than 400,000 or 450,000 
bales at the most whcreas withoul the Agrcement off take 
of cotton 1s ncerly 500 000 That you will find from the 
official document and T will read from the memorandum 
attached to this Agreement so that there may be no room 
for a misunderstanding This 1s what the Government 
themsclves say 


Raw Cotton Exports 


The scale of raw colton cxports prescnbed under this 
Article takes full account of the recent increase in Unitcd 
Kingdom purchases In the three years ending 1937-38 
exports to the United Kingdom attained an average of 
487000 bales per annum Under the Agreemcnt the 
concession o Freduced duty 1s lable to be withdrawn if in 
the first two cotton ycars experts amount to less than 
400 000 bales — (So the sanctron docs not come m 
unicss less than 400 000 bales a year are taken) — “or if 
im any subsequent cotton ycar the total quanuty of exports 
1s less than 450 000 bales The scale of raw cotton exports 
which regulates the duty chargeable on United Kingdom 
caiton picce goods had been fixed at a much higher levcl 
and every imducement has been placed m the way of 
United Kingdom imponers to increase their Purchases to 
a figure cxcceding FOO 000 bales These provisions arc 
¢ilculated to improve the demand for Indian raw cotton 


in the United Kingdom and are therefore of great potenual 
valuc to India s cotton growers 


‘Pross staement Statesman 3 Apnil 1939 


"For the full taxcof Jannahs specch o 
nth byect hi d Ligislative 
Pergo’ on 28 March 1923 cee Waheud Anbar. fay nal | Aan 
ohammad Ali Jinnah Speeches opcl pp 434 44 


April 1939 361 


When I corrected or rather mterrupted my fmend Mr James 
when he spoke of a guarantee I asked him where was the guarantee 
[ u not rather abusing the English language to say that dus 1s a 
puaranice? What 1s the guaranice and where is the guarantcc’? Very 
often we have agreements tn courts that if youdo not do ths or 
that you have to Pay so much of damages What 1s the damage hcre? 
Mcrease of duty ho would be damaged because Lancashire failed 
or commuiticd default? Who suffers? The cotton grower? Who gets 
the benefit? The millowner That 1s the compensation for the poor 
cotton grower J] have come to the conclusion that the poor cotton 
grower s interests have been treated with cnmunal neghgence by the 
Government of India 


“Nothing But Dust” 


J know that some Mushms in the Punjab are under the 
mmpression that they have got a good mine in this Agreement Let 
me tell the Mushms of the Punjab and ail my Mushm fricnds 
here it 18 nothing but dust It 1s to throw dust in their eycs for 
Voll catching purposes by pretending that they have come. to the 
rescue Of the agricultunists We are not all sophisticated Some of 
us arc able at least to understand the pohtcal language of the 
Government when we are told that there 1s some hg concession 
burng, made to us There is no concession On the contrary we ate 
nowhere and ccrtainly no beticr off than we were before this 
agreement which is an cyc wash and cven the moderate chim of the 
colton growers to guarantee off take of at least 75 lakh bales 15 


turned down 
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180 Muslims tn States — “No Geographical Limits 
Can Divide Children of Islam’” 


Aligarh, April 6 Mr Jinnah was cntcrtained at an ‘at home’ 
by the Muslim University Umon on Saturday evening [1 Apmil) 
Prominent among those who attended were the Hon Sir Shah 
Muhammad Sulaiman, Vice-Chancellor, the Raja Saheb of 
Mauahmudabad, Mr Saad Haider, Mrs Khein, Miss Qamar 
Jehan, Dr Babar Mirza and Dr Abid Ahmad Ali, President 
of the Mushm University Muslim League 

later Mr Jinnah was welcomed by the Mushm Students 
Federation The Raja Saheb of Mahmudabad presiding Dr Babar 
Mirza, President of the local branch of the Federation, welcomcd 
Mr Jinnah and the Raja Saheb of Mahmudabad in a neat Sittle 
specch requested the latter to take the chair The proposal wis 
secondcd by Prof Sattar Kheim who remarked that Mr Jinnah 
was fit to be the Icader of the youth as he had a clear viston of 
the future destiny of Musimms (Cheers) 

The Head and the Heart 


The Raja Saheb of Mahmudabad taking the chair amidst 
thunderous cheers said that he had been taking intercstin Aligarh 
ever since fis father began to take part in the movement for the 
establishment of the Muslim University He remarked that if any 
seicnust could devise a machine to dissect their hearts, the picture 
of Mr Jinnah would be found in the heart of every Mushm 
youth today He requested Mr Jinnah to guide the Muslim 
Students Pederatron and said that if the Muslim League was the 
head the Federation was the heart Addresses of welcome 1o Mr 
Jinnah were then presented by the Kashmin Students’ Federation 


and the Rayputana Mushm Students’ Federation Making a joint 
repy to the addresses Mr Jimnah said 


Tin Raypudina Students had clearly stated in thaw address that 
Grow godl Was complete Nauonal cultural and political 
independence A few days aga the Working Commuuce of the All 
Inca Muslim League at Mccrut had lad down our pohcy re,arding 
Indiin Stats nimely we advise the Mushms in the States ta 
ornimize themselves and resist tyranny and the Muslim League 
would render ¢sery assistince to thom wherever they may be No 
Keoprephical bimuts can duvide the children of Islam (cheers) About 
tet ute Hs there was no doubt now But how are we going to achiese 
thea Itoi the hands of du Mushms themsclyves I am glad thal 
Viv are roaksing at now They must first grasp the fundamental 
ponmople of thor cxwtence and then back ut up wath all sacrifice 


‘Publ sprech Srar of India 8 Apnil 1939 
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1 ot of Kashmiris 


l have been to Kashmir and have scen the miserable lot of the 
Mushms Some Muslim leaders specially Mr Abdullah have been 
misled, they have fallen not into the hands of their fnends but their 
foes gust as many of our brethren in Bnush India have fallen into 
the trap Our first task ts lo rescue Mushms from falling into the 
cluiches of therr opponents When you go tw Kashmir ask your 
Icader to spare the Muslim League and confine himself to the 
betterment of his own people any people who used to say that 
the Mushm League wasin the wrong today admit that at i night 
1 hope Mr Abdullah for whom I have great respect, will also 
rcalise that we are nght We will help the Kashmins but you must 
make the League stronger and avoid falling mio the hands of our 
enemics 1 am fully alive to the problem of Kashmir] am sure 
with the co operation of the Muslun League and the Muslims of 
Kashmir we shall yct rescuc Kashmir 


Rajputana Muslims 


As for Rajsputana | have already spoken I] want to assure my 
young friends that they must not be dishearicned See the hisiory 
of the different natrons of the world Do you realise what other 
nalons have sacrificed? What Spain has gone through? Compure 
that lo what we are suffenng’? 1 do not justify the tyrannics 
inflicted on you but 2 1s mevitable [I anticipated nt In my 
Lucknow speech I warned the Mushms that if they wanted an 
honourable place they could not get it without making sacrifices 
In the Great War how many mitlions were killud Sons of great 
Earls and Lords men roiling in wealth icft thar home and hearth 
and their beloved ones and went to the Frontto fight for the honour 
of their country It is through the crucibic of sacrifice that you will 
get. consohdated as a nahon and win your indcpendcnce ul we 
must go step by step I dont wantthe Mushms to get excited all 
of a sudden That 1s one of the things | want them to learn 1 would 
pret take one step and stand solidly rathcr than take ten and then 
40 back 


Equip Yourselves 


The methods of fight have to be regulated according to the time 
and the forces ranged agamst us Leam and study and find your 
way out Old weapons and old methods of atiack are gone 
Acroplanes have now come andcan destroy the mghtest fleet in 
no time I ask the Muslims to study and find the latest methods and 
weapons of carrymg on the fight and the struggle and success 
will be assured’ 


Dr Babar Mirva thanking the two distinguished guests said that 
the Musiim youth may be lacking m many things but he had one 
precious thing viz, young and warm blood which he was prepared 
to shed at the command of his Leader — API 
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181. Congress Activities in States: Schemes of Division 
Before League Council' 


New Delhi, April 10 The Council of the All India Musiim 
League, which met on Saturday [8 Apnl] momung under the 
presidentship of Mr MA_ Jinnah, attracted a large attendance 
mcluding representatives from all the provinces Mr _ Jinnah, 
after formal business, explained at considcrable length the 
implications of the resolutions passed by the Working Committec 
of the Leaguc after 1ts Patna session He said that copies of the 
Pirpur Report on communal disturbances had been forwarded 
to the Viccroy and the Congress Governments concemed and 
that the Leaguc was now awaiting the action on that Report 

In regard to Palestine, Mr Jinnah advised the Council to defer 
further action tli the publication of the proposals by His 
Mayesty’s Government and the retum of their own delegates 
from 1 ondon 

Mr Jinnah was glad to inform the Council that Muslims in 
the Indian States were rapidiy organising the msclves In regard 
lo Federation, he said that there were a number of schemes tn the 
ficld, including that of dividing the country into Muslim and 
Hindu India? These schemes were before the committee which 
had been set up by the Working Committee of the League He 
assured the mecting that the committce was not pledged to any 
particular scheme It would examine the whole qucstion and 
produce a scheme which, according to the commitice, would be in 
the best interest of the Muslims of India 

Considerable discussion cnsucd on the work of the Organisation 
Committee appointed in the Punjab Maulana Zafar Ah, Mir 
Maqbul Mahmud, Malik Barkat Ah and Mir Ahmed Shah 
participated in the discussion One point of view was that the 
Organising Committee was no. working as it should work Mir 
Maqbul Mahmud explained that the Committee had been able to 
Organise 20 Distinct Leagues He assured the meeting thal 
Muslims of the Punjab were rapidly becoming Leaguc-minded 
National Guard 

The mecting discussed at length the proposai to organist 4 
national guard on an all-India basis The Raja of Mahmudabad 
wanted a Commutec to work out the scheme Maulana Zafar Alt 


‘News report, Cand & Miluary Gazette, 11 Ap] 1939 
[tas perhaps first time that Jannah mentions publicly schemes before the Leag '« 


. ourk u of dividing the country mto Muslim and Hindu India This foliow < 
moe Khan's suggestion of Partition given a fortnight earlier, suyr 


april 1939 365 


ic]t that the members of the national guard should be paid Mr 
Jinnah wanted a beginning to be made with volunteer 
organisauons in the provinces which might develop into a 
national guard Nawab Ismail Khan urged that the personnel of 
inc guard should consist of cducatcd persons and a commitiec 
was necessary to determine the penod of traiming = and 
qualifications of recruits Aficr some discussion the Council 


decided to appoint a committee 


Rajkot 
Three resolutions relating to Rajkot, Jaipur and Hydcrabad 
were adopted by the Council The resolution on Rajkot runs as 


tollows 


The Council of the Alt India Mushm League deplores Mr 
Gandhi s acuon m launching upon his fast in a matter of polineal 
Ksue involymg, amongst others, the meclusion of two Musim 
represcntalives on the Rajkot Constituuonal Reforms Committee, 
already nominated by the Thakur Saheb This Council carnestly 
urges upon the Thakur Saheb and the Viceroy who has thought fit 
to intervene as representing the Paramount Power and thereby has 
creaicd a dangerous precedent, that 1n no case should these 
Musalman members who are the muly chosen represcnialives of the 
Musalmans of Rajkot now be displaced by the nominees of Mr 
Pate! The Council further urges upon the Musalmans of Rajkot 
and the Mushm Council to do all m their power to restst any 
change with regard to their representation already declared as the 
Mushm League 1s of the opmion that such a change would be 
highly detmmental to the vital intcrests of Raykot Musalmans ' 


During discussion of this resolution Mr Jinnah declared that he 
was not rn the confidence of the Viccroy and nothing which the 
Viceroy had said or donc was in consultation with him He added 
that one end of the episode was the award given by the Chicf 
Jusuce of India ‘We must wart and sce what happens next’ 
Maulana Zafar Ali asserted that Rajkot was a test case and was 
bound to have repercussions everywhere in the Ind:an States 
Jarpur 

The resolution on Jaipur runs as follows 


This Council is of the opimmon that our Muslim brethren who 
have migrated from Japur should be persuaded to return to thew 
homes as ut 1s m their own interest to do so, and that they should 
not be misled by anyone who advised them to the contrary The 
Council further advise the Musalmans of Jaipur to organise 
themselves and appoint a committee of chosen leaders w press 
for their demands in an organised manner The Council fully 
sympathises with their deeply wounded feelings in regard to the 
inng which resulted in loss of hfe and mjury to many mnocent 
Pees ene will do everything to help them im pressing their 

emand ”* 
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The resolution wes moved by Maulana Zafar Ah who 
explained the circumstances under which as many as 6,000 
Musalmans from Jatpur had migrated to Delhi He said that the 
Muslim League was opposed to this migration which has cost 
Jaipur Musaimans a good dcal of moncy and mconvenicnce 
Mr Zia-ul-Hag from Delhi cxplained that migration was not 
undertaken by Jaipur Musalmans at the instance of the League 
He informed the meetung that the migrators were not so far 
prepared to go back to Jaipur as they said it would be against 
the oath they had taken before Icaving their homes Furthermore, 
there was chaos among them and many of them were not 
prepared to entrust their case to the League 

Mr Jinnah endorsed thts point of view He said that his own 
inquines showed that the Jaipur Musaimans were hopelessly 
disorganised and had no teader to guide them He urged that the 
first thing essential was to persuade them to go back to Jaipur 
and organise themselves under a Icader 


Hyderabad 


The Hydcrabad resolution was adopted without discussion [t 
runs as follows 


‘In view of the revolutionary unrest that 1s stalking the land as 
a result of the mlcnsive propaganda launched by the national!’ 
Congress and us henchmen to cstablish Hindu hegemony all over 
India in) utter disregard of the just and natural aspirations of 
Indian Musalmans this Council trusts that while giving — the 
fullest protection to the Musalmans of the Deccan who consutute 
the mmn suengih of Islam in His Exalted Highness’s domimons 
His’ Exaltcd Highness « Government will provide for adcquate 
Secs for milhons of depressed classes in the impending 
scheme of constituuonal reforms and take effective steps to 
cmancipate these voiccless milhons from the bendage of high-caste 
Hindus who have hitherto monopolsed all admimstrative and 
educative powcr in the rural areas throughout the dominions 


Ths Council vicws with grave alarm the united onslaught of 
the Arya Samaysis the Hindu Mahasabhaites and their Congress 
frunds on His Exalted ance s dominions on the unreal pretext 
that Hindu rehgion and Hindu civil liberty are m danger of 
extinchion tn those dommions The Council ts firmly of the opmuon 
that the indefensible policy of the Paramount Power in refusing 
to stop this subversive movement in British India against Hrs 
Exalicd Highness the Nizam, who is they faithful ally’, has already 
resulted and will go on resuling in inter-communal clashes 
for which the main responsibilily lies on tts shoulders 


In view of the fact that Gandhi: s direct interference in the 
stlurs of the Indian Sta 


: tts has for its mam object the total 
cxmncuon of the sovereign preroganves of the Indian Rulers 
ies the overlordship of the Congress ndden mayjorty, the pular 
ront which 1s overwhelmingly Hindu as evidenced y the 


April 1939 367 


Rajkot episode and other atrocitics of the Congress in Indian 
States, the Council urges upon His Exalted Highness’s 
Goverment not to recognise outside agencies It further 
emphatically calls upon the Bnush Government to stop their 
mischievous and dangerous acuvities as they are already creating 
communal tension and hatred and must lead to serous and 


disastrous consequences ” 
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182. ““Muslims and Hindus are Two Nations’’! 


Aligarh, April 12 (By Mail) Replying to the address of 
welcome presented by the staff of the Aligarh Muslim University, 
Mr Jinnah satd that Aligarh, to quote the words of the address 
““was the hope and the aspiration of the Muslims He had almost 
reured from pubhc life but when the cali of tslam came he could 
not keep himself away Muslims were not in the No Man’s Land 
they were the No Man’s Land " The Mushm was not 1n his own 
Proceeding, Mr Jinnah said, there arc two important instruments 
for bnnging up anation — the mother and the teacher It was a most 
responsible task I realise that you have done your best within your 
limits The Aligarh man has acgquitied himself magnificently 
wherever he has gone Much, however, remains to be donc 
Teaching in India has shown one definite result — Our 
intelligentsia 18s being manufactured, as it were, in factories, as 
caurcensts The foremost idea of most of them was carcensm 
Camp Followers of the British and the Hindu 

The result was that they sought a career cither im the 
Bureaucratic Campor the Congress camp They had either the 
one or the other to look to They could get jobs, titles preferences 
inthe Bnush camp The others became camp-followers of the 
Congress, styling themselves as ‘Nationalist Muslims’ and the 
Congress was now doling out Hs patronage to them I ask you 
members of the staff should this not be stopped? A rc-oricntation 
of the mentality of the intelligentsia was urgently necded We 
cannot even today rely on fully equipped men I have knockcd 
about a gecat deal, and I find that one important ingredient 1s 
missing The intelligentsia has not grasped one principle — self 
confidence and moral, cultural and political sclf-consciousness 


No nation has cver achieved anything unless the inicligentsia is 
pre parcd to make sacnfices 


Mushms a Nation 


I make no secret of the fact that Mushms and Hindus are two 
havions” and the Muslims cannot maimtain their status as such 
unless they acquire national scif-consciousness and national 
scif determination The Muslim mind suffers from defeatism 
Fear demoralisauon and mendicancy haunt the minds of many 


Pubhie speach Star of India, 12 April 1939 


- 
oe perhaps the first occasion when he used the word ‘nation in emphalic 
sis in tefation to Indian Muslims However three years earlicr he had stated 


that he behesed that = the Muslims could arrive at a settlement with the Hindus 
as two nations rf not as partners supra p40 
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of us There ts no hope for us so long as the defeatist mentality 
continues) But we arc now awakcning to our dulics We are 
going to live as a nation and play our part as a nation 
Don't Be Purchasable 

A great change has come about dunng the last cighteen 
months, an mnstance of which 1s this meeting and this address A 
Rritsh Military Officer speaking to me about the Muslim 
League admitted the progress made by us but remarked that 
il was One man’s band Naturally this could not be wonderful 
orchestra Iam looking out for a band This cannot be achieved 
unless the intelligentsta are coming forward 


Commodities 

All sorts of questions arc put tome Why don’t you have a 
first-class daily? Why don’t you orgamse the Mushm Leaguc? 
Why have you done this or that? What is your economic 
programme? How can one do rt all without men and moncy? 
I ask you if you know that Muslims have no sharcs in any 
mdustmal development or concern No nation can progress 
wihouwt cconomic stability Who will attend to it? So long as the 
intlligentsia are not prepared to come forward to burid up the 
navion there can be no hope for us You were kind cnough to 
remark that 1 am one of those who cannot be purchased I ask 
souto follow the cxample and train your youth in such a way 
that they would not allow themsclves to be purchased by 
any body ” (Cheers ) 
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183. “Gandhi Wants Mushms to be his Creatures’”! 


New Delhi, April 18° Mr MA Jinnah, President of the Ali 
India Muslim League, has issucd the following to the Press 


‘Mr Gandhs has proved beyond doubt that he wants the 
Musalmans to be his creatures to carry out his behests by insisting 
upon their agreeing beforchand to obey his orders and vote as he 
would finally order them to do cven for the purpose of formulating 
rcommendanhons for the pohtical and constitutional advancement 
of the people of Rajkot 1s 18 a condition, which could not be 
accepted by any self-respecting man who 1s going to do his duty 
honestly as a representative of any interest concerned or 
rupreseniing the micrests of Musalmans 


“The fact that Mr Gandhi insisted upon a Panshad majority, 
which means the Pact Commuttee of Sardar Vallabbhar Patel 
makcs it quite clear that he does not desire 10 co operate with 
Musalmanys as free and equal collaborators The Parishad represents 
only one party amongst the people of Raskot and to assume that 
it alone has the monopoly of patriousm and the Musalmans are to 
be considered as suspects is in| my opmion Mr Gandhi's 
fundamental blunder The first step that I will advise the Musalmans 
of Rajkot to take 1s to oven! this Pact Committee and urge upon 
the Raykot Durbar to decline to treat it as a rcpresentative commutice 
ol the people of Rajkot We shall have senously to consider what 
further steps to take in this matter as | am awaitmg a full report 
from the President of the Mushm Council of Rajkot 


I congratulate the Bhayats for takmg an equally honourable 
stand in declining to submit to similar humilating restnclions and 
conditions imposed upon them by Mr Gandhi for the inclusion of 
thee TeEpresentatve in the Commutice Fmally I assure the Mushm 
Counal of Rajkot and the Musalmans of Rajkot, who I am glad 
are solid and united, that the Muslim League will do all m its 
power ta help them in every possible way im this honourable 
struggle they are carrying on 


Press statement, Cav! & Military Gazette 19 April 1939 
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184 “Sink Differences and Rally Round ML Banner’”! 


Sholapur, May 6 A rousing reception was accorded to Sir 
Sthander Hyat Khan, Premicr of the Punjab, and the President 
elect of the Bombay Provincial Mushm League Conference, and 
Mr MA _ Jinnah, President of the All India Muslim League, on 
their arrival here this moming by the Madras Mail Khan 
Bahadur Abdul Latif Hazrat Khan, Chairman of the Reception 
Committee, and other members received them at the station 
and the two Icaders were taken in a mile-long procession 
through the cily m a flower-decked motor car preceded by 
Muslim national guards Mr MA _ Hinnah hoisted the Mushm 
League flag at the Conference pandal 

Unfurling the Muslim League flag at the conference pandal 
th fore a gathenng of over 7,000 people, Mr MA = Jmnah 
complimented the Mushms on their awakening to their nghts 
and responsibihtuics aS a community and exhorted them to sink 
thar differences and rally round the Mushm Leaguc banner 
Mr Jinnah expressed gratification for the splendid reception 
thal was accorded to Sir Sikander Hyat Khan — API 


Pablic speech Tribum 7 May 1939 
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185. Sunni-Shia “Fratricidal Struggle’’ — “‘Congressite 
Mushms Responsibie’” 


Sholapur, May7 An appeal to the Muslims of U P to declare 
truce fonhwith with a view to cnabiing the Leaguc to find a 
reasonable and honourablic solution of the Shia-Sunni controversy 
in Lucknow was made by Mr Jimnah in an intervicw to the 
Associated Press 

Mr Jinnah said “I caution Mushms not to fall into 
surrcpuuious machinations of the enemies of the Musitms which 
are Calculated to create and exploit the differences among them 
One cannot help nothing im the unfortunate dcevclopments in 
Lucknow that those responsible for leading, rather misleading, 
sccuons of both Shias and Sunnis in a fratricidal struggle are 
prominent Mushm  Congressites ’? Mr Jinnah, however, 
expressed satisfaction that all responsible and thoughtful 
leaders of both the sects had very wiscly kept themselves 
aloof and were making cvery cndcavour to put an cnd to the 
senous situation that had been crceaicd 

Mr Jinnah ahso referred to the recent events in the Jaipur and 
Rajkot States Mr Jinnah urged an impartial enquiry into the 
recent firing on Muslims in Jaipur which, he believed, was 
proved to have been resorted to without just fication and without 
warming and demanded the punishment of those found gully 
and the release of those who were being prosccuted in this 
connecuon with a vicw to restonng peace and goodwill 
between the Durbar and Muslims 
Moral 


Mr Jinnah added “The representative of the Paramount 
Powcr quickly cancelicd his tour, rushed to save Mr Gandhi s 
life on the Rajkot issue and intervened even with regard to 
consituuional advance Whereas the Paramount Power, which 
mamamed tts undoubted mght and responsibility to intervenc 
inacase of maladministrauion m a State, has taken no steps 
so far in’ Jaipur where the Muslims are concerned The moral 
is obvious We have to organise and when we begin to count 


ourcivcs in crores, instead of lakhs, the Paramount Power 


would be awakened to their sense of responsibihucs towards the 
Muslims 


__ Puming to the Congress, Mr Jinnah expressed the hope, that 
thoughttul leaders among Hindus will awake to realities and 
check the wreckiess path which the Congress High Command 


‘Interview Tribune, 8M ty 1939 
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has been following” He stated “The Hindus are under a 
detusion A large body of Hindus, untutored and unsophisucated, 
ire being exploited by the Congress by giving them the 
impression that they are fighting for a Hindu Raj There ts a 
large body of thoughtful Hindus who not only are not with the 
Congress but are definitely opposcd to the policy of Mr 
Gandnt and the present Congress High Command and deplore 
the attitude which has led to a complete estrangement between 
th. two communittes and created intensc bitterness They 
dcplore the wrong headed policy pursued by the Congress 1n_ the 
last. eighteen months in and outside the — Iegislatures ” — 


API 
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186. “ML Will Make Federation Imposstble’”! 


Sholapur A stem waming to the Bntish Government that they 
would be making a very great mistake 1f they thought that they 
could settle the Federanon issuc with the Congress icaving out the 
Mushm League, was given by Mr MA Jinnah, inaugurating the 
Bombay Provincial Mushm League Conference He declared that 
insuch acase the Mushm League would fight Federation alone and 
makc it impossible 

In this connection Mr Jimnah pointed out that Muslims were 
prepared for greater sacrifices as he had a feeling that Congress 
would ultrmately join the Federation It was cunous and 
significant, he stated, that Mr Gandhi had not uttered a word 
about Federation in recent months Mr Jinnah reiterated the 
Muslim League policy vis-a-vis the Indian States as one of no 
intervention But, he declared if the Congress continued in 
contravention of its resolutions to interfere 1n the Indian States 
then the Muslim League would be compelled to interfere therein 
in order to protect Mushm interests in the States 
“Not Henchmen’’ 


Mr Jinnah traced at Iength the history of the recent growth of 
the Muslim League organisation and expressed gratification at 1s 
present strength He Stated that Ht had been proved that the 
Congress High Command did not want Muslims to collaborate or 
CO Opcrate with them as their cquals and partners, they wanicd 
Muslims to be their henchmen Every action of the Congress 
High Command, whether inside or outside the Iegislatures, was 
directed to crush and divide the Muslims Mr Jinnah cited the 
Instances of the Bombay Municipal Amendment Act and the 
District Local Boards Act which, he said, were deliberately 
enacted to injure Muslim interests Refernng to the Rajkot affair 
Mr Jinnah said that tt had proved his worst apprehensions that 
Mr Gandhi wanted Mushms to play the part of his henchmen 
which they would never do Mr Jinnah severely cnticised Mr 
Gandhi s proposal of conditional representation of Mushms on 
the Reforms Committee and said “Its a proposal which I would 
fecl ashamed to offer to Hindus ” 

Nir Jinnah concluded with the advice “In difficulties, do not 
despatr in victory, do not lose your head ” 


Publ speech Civel & Miluary Gazette 9 May 1939 
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187. South Africa's Asiatic Segregation Bull “Obnoxious 
and Unjust’? 


Matheran, May 24 ‘The passing of the obnoxious and unjust 
Asiatic Segregation Bill by the South African Asscmbly 1s 
unanimously condemned by the Govemment of India and the 
cntire public,” declares Mr MA Jinnah, President of the All 
India Muslim League, na statement He asks ‘““Will the Senate 
cry halt” 

Justice to the Indian Nationals, and the wider interests of 
statesmanship demand the stoppage of further progress of the 
invidious Bill) And the proper course to find an honourable 
solution 1s to negotiate with the represcniauives of India Elsc 
the consequence will be disastrous ’ Mr Jinnah suggests that the 
Viceroy should openly advise His Majesty to refuse to give 
assent to the Bill and maintain India’s self-respect and honour 

- API 


‘Press statement, Tribune, 25 May 1939 
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188. ML Proceedings — Congress Activities in States 
and Congress-Governed Provinces! 


Bombay, July 4 Mr MA Jinnah, President of the All India 
Muslim League, has 1ssucd the following statement sctting forth 
the conclusions of the mceting of the Working Committee of the 
Ail India Muslim League held here dunng the last two days 


A meeting of the Working Committee of the All India Mushm 
[cague was held on July 2 and 3 at Mr MA Jinnah’s residence 
Lute Gibbs Road Bombay The following members were present 
Mr MA _ Jinnah, Sir Sikander Hyat Khan Syed Abdul Arsiz 
Shakh Abdul Mayid Sindhi, Hay) Abdus Sattar Hay: Esak Saith 
Sir Ali Mohammad Khan Dehlavi, Mr Ashik Warsi, Mr Abdul 
Matin Chowdhury Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin Chowdhur 
Khaliguszaman Sit Abdoola Haroon Raja Sahib of Mahmudaba 
Syed Abdur Rauf Shah Mr Abdur Rahman Siddiqui and 

awabzada Liaquat Ali Khan 


Conpress and Hindu-Muslim Question 


The Committee considered the correspondence thit has passed 
between Maulana Abul Kalam Asad and Syed Abdur Rauf Shah 
Sahib regarding the appointment of a Musiim Minister in CP) The 
Committee was of opinion that no individual province should 
ncgotuate or come to any settlement with the Congress with regard 
to the Hindu Muslim question in their provinces and if any such 
proposals are received from the Congress intimation should be 
scent to the effect that the matter should be referred by the Congress 
one President or the Working Committee of the All India Mushm 

aguc 


It was resolved that the next annual session of the All India 
Mushm Leaguc be held at Lahore on December 28 29 and 30 The 
All India Mushm League expresses its full sympathy with Indian 
nationals m South Affica im their struggle agamst the obnoxious 


ae unjust scgregalion measure and extends to them all possible 
Llp 


Indian Overseas 


The Working Committec of the All India Muslim League strongly 
urges upon the Government of India to take prompt steps for the 
Pproicchon of the mghts of Indians in Ceylon The Working 
Comnultce urges upon the Govemment of India to take immediate 


action to secure yusuce and fair teatment to Indian nauionals in 
Bul,ran Congo 


Palestine kund 


The Working Committee having examined the White Paper on 
Palestine and having heard the Mushm League delcgates is of 
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opimon that the proposals embodied m the White Paper are most 
unsausfactory and disappoimtung and are totally unacceptable The 
Committee urges upon the Bntush Government to meet the Arab 
dumands and redeem thew solemn pledges made to the Arabs and the 
Musiims of India who stood by them solidly mm the Great War The 
Working Commuttce hereby resolves that a Palestine Fund be 
opened forthwith for the relicf of the dependents of those who lost 
ther lives or suffered :n the struggle for independence and for the 
protecuon of the first Qibla of Mushms The following Commitice 
with powcrs to CO Opt 1s appomted to devise ways and means of 
collecting money for the Palestine Fund and remitting the same to 
Pilestune through the President ef the All India Mushm League, Sir 
Abdoola Haroon, Mr Abdur Rahman Siddiqui Hay Abdus Sattar 
Hy: Esak Saith, Sir Curmmbhoy Ebrahim and Chowdhury 
Khaliquezaman (Convener) The Working Committee appreciates the 
serviccs rendered by Mr Abdur Rahman Siddiqui and Chowdhury 
Khalguzzaman who went to Cairo, Londen and the Near East in 
connccuien with the Palestine question 


The Working Committce resolved that the Madras Provincial 
Mushm League be affihated to the All India Mushm League The 
consideration of the report of the Economic Programme Committee 


was postponed 
Muslim National Guards 


The question of Muslim National Guards could not be 
considered as the report of the Committee appointcd by the 
Council in this conncction has not yet been receiv It was decided 
that the Commitice be requested to submit thar report latest by 
the end of Scptembcr 


‘The Committee considered the explanation of Sir Abdul Halim 
Ghuznavi regarding his resignahon from the Muslim League Party 
m the Central Assembly he Working Committcc dcuclined to 
consider the acceptance of his resignation from the Council of the 
All India Mushm League as 1t was seni by Sir AH Ghuenav: after 
the receipt of the notice by the Honorary Secretary calling for an 
cxplanauon why disciplinary action should not be taken = against 
him rcgarding has conduct mm resigning from the Mushm League 
Party in the Central Assembly and defying the resolutions of the 
Council of the All India Mushm League The Committce resolved 
after giving full consideration to all the papers documents and 
evidence that the name of Sir AH Ghusnavi be removcd from the 
Council of the Ail India Muslum League, and further that he 
should be = disqualified for the mianborehs of the League 
organisauon for next four years from July 1939 


Muslims in Indian States 


The Working Committee has teceived reporis and 
ete of maltreatment and myjustice being done to the 

ushims in the vanous Indian States namely Jaipur Jodhpur 
Bhavnagar, Cutch and Patiala The Commitice most earnestly urges 
upon the Rulers of the States concerned to redress the gnevances 
and protect’ the lives, honour and properties and al] liberties of 
ther Muslim subjects thereby creating a sense of security amongst 
them and preventing the situation from taking a serious tum 
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Jaipur Viuslims 


The Workmg Committee has every sympathy with the Mushm 
Muhayirin’ from Spur who have been undergoing great hardships 
ind sulfering since they left thar homes The Commnattee a upon 
the Jaipur Durbar to meet the yust demands of the Jaipur Muslims 
without further delay so that the situation that has been created 
may Aot worsen and at the same tmme advises the Muslims of 
Jaipur to suspend Civil Disobedience and organise themsclves 
cifcctively as thar salvabon hes in their own mhercnt strength 


Hivderabad Agitation 


“The Working Committee of the Muslim League views with 
grave concern the situation that 1s being created by the mischievous 
aeuvities and TiepaEee of the Arya Samajisis and Hindu 
Mahasabhaitcs all over India in organising and dispatching jathas 
to Hydcrabad with the ostensible object of © vindicaung — their 
religious mghts m order to coerce the State administration The 
Working Commuttce warns the Arya Samaj and the Mahasabha 
organisations that the offensive bearing these yathas and shouting 
of provocative slogans has created intense bitterness among the 
Mushms and unless these provocauve yathas are stopped forthwith 
there 15 a grave danger of sporadic clashes developmg into 
widespread imtcr communal suife throughout the country The 
Working Committe urges upon the Provincial Governments and 
Pywamount Power to take ummcdiate and adequate action in order 
to stop this mischief which sernously threatens the peace and 
tranquillity of the country 


Bihar League’s Request 


The Working Committee considcred the request of the Bihar 
Provincial Muslim Leaguc to launch Crvil Disobedience ag unst the 
W irdha scheme of basic education The Commiutice decided (mess ize 
Mutilated) thatthe Leiguc should send a memonal represcniing their 
complete case aginst the Wardha scheme to the Governor Ccncral 
the Governor and the Pnme Mimster of Bihar and repert to the 
Working Committce the result of the representations The Commitice 


ah connccuon also advises all other Provincial Leagucs to do 
Ihe wise 


The Working Committee of the All India Muslim Leaguc 
views with grave apprehensions the resoluuons as reported im the 
Pross passed by the recent Home Mimsters’ Conference held at 
Simla parncularly resolution No 1 which read as follows [i 
Trcommendced to all Provincial Governments that they should 
undertake a concerted campaign against propaganda of a 
tommunal nature and agamst incitement to violence of any kind 
whiluver as wos likely that in the absence of an authontauve 
txplination as to what is meant by the Phrase propaganda of 4 
communal nature the Congress Ministnes which are opposed to 
the Mushm League movement will abuse the opportunity thus 
atforded to them by victimising the Mushm League organtsations 
the Mushm Press and by stif img the general Muslim public opmon 
on any and evcery pretext The Warkind Commitce eibne Tequesung 
the Home Department of the Government of India to issue a public 
. iwment explammg what the Home Muimster’s Conference meant 

y the phrase propaganda of a communal nature, warns Congress 
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Mimstnes of the great consequences which will follow any move 
on their part that is likely to result in the misuse or abuse of the 
decisions of the Home Munsters’ Conference in order to muzzle 
legitumate Muslim public opinion m those provinces 


Wardha Scheme 


The Working Committee disapproves of the Wardha Scheme of 
cducation on the following grounds among others apart from 11s 
ongin, conception and communal aspect there are fundamental 
objections to the scheme The scheme 1s calculated to destroy 
Mushm culture gradually bul surely andthe Working Commuitice 15 
of oprmon that the textbooks are entirely unacceplabl. The 
scheme is intended to secure the domination of the Hindu culture 
ind as it stands it tends to destroy Mushm culture and language, 
(2) 1t umposes the Congress party ideology and ams at inculcatmng 
among othcrs the doctrine of Adimsa, (3) 115 objective 1s to infuse 
pohucal creed pohcy and programme of one party namely the 
Congress m the minds of children, (4) 1 has neglected the qucsuuon 
of providing facilites for religious mstructions, (5) under the guise 
of the name of Hindustam the scheme is meant io spread highly 
Sanscritised Hind: and to suppress Urdu which 1s really the lingua 
franca of India at present, (6) the textbooks — prescribed and 
provimonally sancuioned by ccrtain Provincial Governments are 
Euiay objectionable from the Mushm point of view im that they 
are not only offensive to the feelings and scnuumcnts of Muslims 
but are mainly devoted to the prase of Hindu rcligion philosophy 
and hcroes minimising Islamic contnbutions to the world and to 
India an parucular and ignonng their culture history and herocs 
and speaking of them with scant courtesy 


The Committee considered the position of Mushms m Congress 
governcd provinccs and as full representations have already been 
mide to the Governor-General recently the Commuttce decided to 
postpone this matter tll next October Before taking any dcfinite 
Stup 1 was decided to await the acuon of the Governor-Gencral The 
Committee hopes that the Gevemor-Gcneral would consider the 
rueprescntations that have been made to him and will not fail to 
discharge his obligations as requircd by the Statute in safeguarding 
the mghts and interests of Mushms '— API 
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189 Urges IIMG “Not to Force Federation Upon Unwiliing 
India’’! 


Bombay, July 30 The All India Muslim League’s opposition 
to the {cderal scheme ts reiterated by Mr MA Jinnah, President 
of the All India Muslim League, 1n the course of a statement 
Mr Jinnah appeals to Lord Linhthgow and His Majesty's 
Government not to force the federal constitution “upon an 
unwilling India in the teeth of opposition” The following 1s 
the text of the statement 


From the dccision of the Indian Pnnces at therr Bombay mecting 
charactertsing the terms of the draft Instruments of Accession to 
Fudcrationas fundamentally unsatisfacto and unacccptable one 
would have concluded that neither the Briush Government nor Lord 
Linithgow would persist ino it any morc That was the most 
represcntative gathering of the Indian Princes and the Statics 
Moanisturs and they decidcd nem con that the draft Instruments 
were huneuameatally not acceptable to them This decision was 
armvid at afttr vanous dcehberahons which had taken place for 
more than a ycar and after 4 thorough examinahon of the situation 
and the provisions of the Governmcnt of India Act and the draft 
Instruments of Accession Onc naturally wonders why after ths 
lume iw cxtnded to September 1 


Propaganda in Press 


Alarming reports have appcarcd in the Press that the Princes we 
being coerced by the Paramount Power and their agents Tremendous 
propey indi 1s carned on in some sections of the Press with a view to 
threatening the conscquences of their holding out’ It 1s said that 
they will never get better terms that unless they come into 
Federinon they are doomed to destruction and that their boost 
safeguard is the goodwill of Lord Linhthgow and the Paramount 
Power The basic principles and the fundamental merits of the 
federel scheme arc forgotten It has been pomted out umcs out of 
number that the federal scheme gives no real contre] or 
responsibility to the Jegrsiature whercas all vital departments of 
the Government are outside the pale of the legislature or the 
Ministry that might be formed, and cven with regard to the miner 
departments which arc transfurred to the Icgislaturce and would be in 
charge of the Ministry the powers of the Governor Gencral are 
ereoater and darper than those of Hitler 


In the first instance neo doubt the Princes think that the fcderal 
scheme as detrimental to thar intcrests and also that of their people 
at the States eBencrally and that they are called upon to mike a4 
fromendous sacrifice — and for what purpose’? They naturally do 
mat wish to Be the pawns im the federal scheme to be used by the 
Parimount Power They know that the Congress 1s opposcd to it 
mid so is the Muslim Loague With whom are they then to federate? 
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Therefore, not only would they be signing their own death warrant 
by jomimg the Federation— but to what purpose 1s the question ? 
Will they be helping the country? W1ll they be helping the Hindus 
or the Mushms as there 1s not even 2 per cent of responsibility 
givcn at the centre 


1 therefore, trust that they wall apart from their interests and 
sactifices, will stand by ther Bombay decision and not be coerced 
hy any outside agencies 


Congress Attitude 


As to the Congress which represcnts a solid body of Hindus in 
the country their declarations are clear that they are fundimentally 
opposed to the fedcral scheme Wiil the Congress be allured into 
acccpuing this fedcral scheme as 116 urged upon them to do so on 
the ground that otherwise the Muslims will break away as they are 
thinking aurea of Pakistan which will mcan the destruction of all 
Indra untty? Will the Congress accept this constitution because the 
Mushms have a special additional gricvance that they are not 
adcquatcly safeguarded m the federal scheme? Wall at: satisfy the 
ambiion of some Congress Icaders that m this dummy lcegrslaturc 
without control and responsibility on all vital maticrs, because 
they wall secure a mayonty and therefore dominate in number 
over the Muslims it 1s good enough to accept it? It has been 
openly said that Mr Gandhi conveycd at Rajkot to some of his 
followers that they will have to accept the Federal scheme = as 
embodicd in the Government of India Act A few days ago when 
he was mterviewcd at Lahore it 1s reporicd that he was asked a 
question as to what his opmion was as to Fedcration and he 
declined to make any statement Is Mr Gandhi going to fall into 
the trap for the sake of mercly having a Congress majormty under 
this wretched federal scheme and is he going to be frightened to 
death on the score that the Muslims will break away and it might 
cid to a parution of India? Is he goimy to accept this haltcr round 
Indha s neck simply for the sake of dominating the Muslims in 
those few minor departments which are transferred to the legislature ? 
1 cannot believe it and IT cannot believe that the Congress will be a 
Partly to such 4 betrayal of the vital interests of India 


Leaguc's Stand 


As tegards the Muslim League, I necd not repeat that we are 
firmly and definitely opposed to the scheme of Federation as 
cmbodicd im the Government of India Act and } once more appeal 
to Lord Linlithgow and His Majesty s Government rot to force 
this federal constituhion upon an unwilling India and in the tecth 
of the real genume opposiuon by every responsible party m_ the 
country andl save the fair name of Britain and his own prcstige 
and reputauon in annals of future history and India — API 


3432 THE NArton’s Vore ¢ 


190. “I was born a Muslim and Shall dre a Mushm’”! 


Bombay, August 6: The view that democracy 15 unsuited to 
the genus of India, was expressed by Mr MA _ Jinnah speaking 
yesterday on the present political situation The cultures of the 
two communities, Muslims and Hindus, he said, were so different 
that onc having power naturally tned to run the other down In 
such a country, comprising different nationalities, a democratic 
systum Of Parllaamentary Govemment was, tn his vicw, an 
impossibility What the future Consutution should be was a 
matier to be decided 

Muslims on their part, asserted Mr Jinnah, did not want to harm 
the Hindus and, in turn, wanted the Mushmsto be Icft alone In 
this connection, Mr Jinnah referred to the attempts of the 
Congress to meddle m Sind politics and to the Muslim mass 
contact move 
Bande Mataram 


Mr Jinnah narraicd how the Congress was altempting to 

corrupt” the Muslims in the Icgistatures by offcring them 
Muinisterships He referred to the flag questton, Bande Mataram 
and altumpts to introduce Hind: as onslaughts on Mushm culture 
At such a time the foremost duty of the Muslim Leaguc, he said 
Was LO Organize the Mushms and make them a strong uniicd 
body This step was essential in order to enable the community 
io take their nghtful place in national affairs Those who took thal 
view might be branded as communaltsts “So far as I am 
concemed, fam willing to be branded so for doing my duty to 
Muslims, I was born a Mushm, I am a Mushm, and I shall dic a 
Mustim,” concluded Mr Jinnah 
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19 Federation — “Gandhi should come out openly in 


the Press’” 


Bombay, August 9 Mr MA Jinnah, President of All India 
Muslim League, has released the following correspondence 


hoiween him and Mr CP Shukla, Manager of the Haryan 


Copy of a letter from Mr CP Shuklato Mr MA Jinnah 


Poona August I 
Dear Sir 


In your [atest statement to the Press you have made some remarks 
about Gandhi's attnttude towards the Federal schcme embodied in 
the Government of India Act, and you seem to have based your 
criucism on a hearsay report of what Gandhi 1s beheved to have 
sud at Rajkot I venture to send you three extracts from what hc has 
actually written on the subjectin the course of the past year which 
probably you have not seen In the course of an article entuticd 
Fuder ion’ in I/aryan dated October 1 1938 he wrote 


In the first place in all my talks which have becn very few I 
have made it clear that I represent nobody and that I have not even 
arcd my views to any Congress man have also made it clear 
that what the Congress says and does ts of canscqucnce whatever 
I may siy is of no valuc unless it represents the Congress view As 
a matter of fact, too I have said that the Congress will never have 
Fudcration forced upon it, and that there was no hope of peace in 
Indie ull uhere was Independence in virtue of a constituuon framed 
by aduly convened Constutuent Assembly 


} have also made it clear that so far as Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
and] are concerned though we may talk in different languages, we 
ar. one in most things that matter to India On the question of 
Fedcratuon there never has been any difference of opimon between 
us And I have made a rule for myself that as far as the Congress 
is concerned, if there 1s an unbdndgeable gulf between him and 
me his vicw should prevail 


In replying to a letter from Lord Lothian he said m Haryan of 
February 11 1939 But the Federal structure 1s inconceivable to 
me because it contemplates a partnersmp, however loose, among 
dissimilars how dassimalar the states are 1s being demonstraicd in 
an ugly form for which I was unprepared Thercfore, the Federal 
sttucture as conceived by the Government of India Act I hold to 
be an uttcr umpossibility ’ 
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Then nam as recently as June 24, 1939 in an interview which 
he had «ith Mr Steel of the New York Times and which was 
report 1 m the Haryan, he said ‘But I feel certain that the 
Fodctia0n won’t come whilst it 1s not acceptable to the Congress 
or te Musalmans or the Pnnces, JI am inchned to think thal the 
Brush statesmen won't unpose Federation upon an unwilling and 
dissausfied India but will try to placate all parues That, at any rate, 
is my hope It would be a first class tragedy if it 1s imposed upon 
India The Federal structure cannot be brought into bemg in the 
mudst of sullenness and opposiuon The Fcderation 15 not wanted 
Dy any of the parties It would be the height of imprudence to 
orce 10" 


TI am_ also sending you under separate cover these three issues 
of the Maryan from which the foregoing quotations have been 
taken I have written this letter in the hope that 1t may help in 
leading to a_ better understanding of Gandhiyi’s atutude towards 
the Federal Scheme 


Yours trul 
CP SHUKLA 


Copy of Mr MA Jinnah’s reply to Mr C P Shukla 


August 9, 1939 
Lutle Gibbs Road 
Malabar Hill 
Bombay 

Dear Sir 


I thank you for your letter of August 1, embodying cxtracts 
from Haryan about Mr Gandhi's attitude towards the Federal 
Scheme ITmust confess that these extracts do not mect the points 
made in my statement issued to the Press recently and referred to 
by you in your letter under reply They are lke declaranon from the 
Oracle of Delphi 1 should have thought that mstead of your 
writing to me as you have been good enough to do, Mr Gandhi 
himself would have come out openiy m the ss and should have 
at this critical juncture, defined his attitude categoncally and m 
unequivocal terms 

However I thank you for this information 


Yours sincerely, 
M A HNNA 
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192 “(Muslims and Hindus Poles Apart’? — “Parliamentary 
Government” in India “Impossibility’”! 


Bombay (By Mail). An attack on the Congress, denunciation 
of democratic parliamentary system of Government for India, 
and reiteration of the Muslim League’s detcrmmation not to 
allow subordination of Muslims to any other partly or power 1n 
India, were the outstanding features of a spcech delivered by 
Mr MA Jinnah to the Ismail College Students’ Umon at 
Andhen on Saturday Mr Jimnah who was admitted as an 
honorary member of the Union spoke on the present politcal 
situation 1n India The greater part of the specch was, however, 
dcevotcd to propounding the plans and policics of the Mushm 
League 1n relation to the Congress 

The first and foremost task of the Muslim Leaguc, Mr Jinnah 
said, was to organise the Muslims and make them a strong umitcd 
body That was essenual to cnable the community to take its 
nghtful place in the nattonal affairs of the country Those who 
took that view might be branded communalists ‘So far as F am 
concerned”, he declared, “I am willing to be branded a 
communahst for doing this duty to the Muslims I was born a 
Muslim, Iam a Mushm and I shall die a Musi:m ” 

False Propaganda 

“Let us be quite clear about this,” he added ‘“‘What 1s _ the 
average Indran nationalist? Is the Congress really nationalist? 
You do not become a nationalist by declaring that you are one 
In my judgment when the Congress speaks of nationalism, it 
means Hindu nationalism, when it Says natsonalist, 1{ means 
Hindu nationalist Not only that 1s their meaning, but they 
practise it in that sense ” 

Mr Jrnnah asserted that he was forced to that view by the 
developments after the inauguration of Provincial Autonomy mn 
the provinces Before the elecuons it was his hope that the better 
minds among Muslims and Hindus would get into the legislatures 
and that they would work in harmony for bringing about 
communal peace The Congress answer to that was violent 
propaganda against the Muslim Leaguc during the elections The 
Congress declarcd that the Mushms were icactionarics and were 
supporting the Impenalist power The Congress wanted to wreck 
the constitution while the Muslim League wanted to utilise it for 
what it was worth After the elections were over and the Congress 
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found mgjorntics in some of the provinces, 1t decided to accep 
office Insicad of wrecking the constitution, they were working it 
now, and working it with a vengeance 

Insicad of accepting the hand of co-operation extended by the 
Muslim League, the Congress demanded a liquidahon of the 
League and complete subordination to the Congress That was an 
attitude unhelpful to Mushms, unhelpful to Hindus and to the 
country Mr Jinnah then accused the Congress of corrupting 
Muslim members im the Iegislatures by offenng them 
Ministerships Such tactics were not becoming a mighty 
organisation hke the Congress, he said Mr Jinnah next referred 
to the “machinations and onslaughts of the Congress on Musim 
culture and mteresis im some of the Congress Provinces Among 
them he menuoned the flag question, the singing of Bande 
Mataram and attempts to introduce Hindi The latest anii-Mushim 
moves were the introduction of textbooks and school uniforms 
without consulting any responsible Muslim opinion 
Absurd 


It was absurd to suggest, he added, that Muslim minorities in 
the Congress provinces were aggressive They were only trying 
to defend themscives and their culture The trouble was with the 
power-intoxicated Congressmen They scemed to be under the 
impression that they were ruling the country and went about 
Nouting the Muslims and taunting them 

Refcrmng to the Musiim League programme, Mr Jinnah asked 
“Let us know what 1s the Congress programme? At present a 
great deal of our time and energy are taken up in devising 
measures of self-defence But we have done much constructive 
work Our membership has gonc into lakhs and today we are a 
force to be reckoned with 7 still want to organise the Muslims to 
make them a preater power to take their proper share in nauonal 
Ife Even if the Muslims had to submit themselves to a Hindu 
Ray even if they had to peton to the Hindus, sull they would 
curry greater werght af) they were united and spoke with onc 
voice " 

Musiims and Hindus, Mr Jinnah observed, were poles apart in 
fatth education, culture and philosophy They were two disunct 
races or nauonalitics It was a natural thing that whoever had 
greater power would influence and undermine the other’s culture 
He wondered how in a country hke this democracy could be 
wotkeud successfully The Congress was sweanng by democracy 
because suited the more powerful communitics In his view, 
there was no such thing as democracy in any pan of the world 
today They talked of democracy m India, because it suited the 
Hindus For them it was a mater of counting heads What they 
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had to consider and ponder over was whether a democratic 
s\siem Of parliamentary govcmment was suited to such a vast 
country with different nationalities 
Hands Off Mushms 

In his view, 1t was an impossibility What should be the future 
consutution was a matter for them to decide The Muslims did not 
want to harm the Hindus In tum, they wanted to be Ieft free to 
develop their interests and culture They would not countenance 
any subordination to the Hindus After cnucising the Congress 
Muslim mass contact movement and the cfforts to form Congress 
Governments in Sind, Mr Jinnah declared “I say to the Congress 
hands off the Muslims’ Trust us and trust our honour We do not 
want to be protected by you We shall take carc of oursclves We 
have no designs against you except that we should have proper 
Share tn the nauional government of this country ” 
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193. War — “Britain Must take Mushm India into 
Confidence’”! 


Simla, September 7 Mr MA _ Jinnah, President of the All 
India Muslim Leaguc, in a statement to the Press, says 


‘As already announced, I had an imterview with His Excellency 
the Viceroy on September 4 when His Excellency explained to 
me the situation as much as he was able todo Naturally, I cannot 
disclose the contents of this conversation between him and myself 
In the midst of thesc dark clouds, let us hope for the silver lining 
His Excellency 1s goimg to address both the Houses of the Central 
Legislature on the 11 and the public will then be m a better 
posiuon to understand the situation 


‘One cannot hclp deplonng and condemning the resort to arms 
and brute forces It does not redound to the credit of the statesmanship 
and civilisation of Europe that an honourable soluuion could not be 
found It 1s quite obvious that we are facing now a grave situauon 
which 1s bound to result in homble destruction of hfe and property 
and will mcan the greatest disaster all the world over This is not 
the time for me to disapprove or approve of the policy of His 
Majesty s Government The crisis has come and we have to face and 
bor mo oas best as we can Naturally my sympathies are with the 
peoples of Poland France and Britain) as we are at present a part 
of the British Commonwealth of Nations If however Britain 
wants to prosceute this war successfully it must take Mushm 
India into ats confidence through their accredited organisation the 
All India Mushm League and so shape its policy as to apply the 
winciples cnunciated by His Excellency the Viceroy in his recent 

roadcas? soon after the declaration of war on Sunday last 
Musalmans want justice and fair play 


T will place the views of His Excelicncy the Viceroy before the 
Working Commitice of the All India Muslim League which 1s going 
to meetin Dethi on September 7 and m the mcanume | appeal to 
the Musalmans to stand solidly and unitedly under the flag of the 
All India Mushm League Let us pray that in this grave hour we 
shall be guided by Providence to arnve at the right decision in the 
best interest of the Mushm India’ —AP 


Press statement Cad & Military Gazette 9 September 1939 
7Appendix ALL 
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194 Congress Invitation to Discuss War Situation! 


New Delhi, September 13: Mr Jinnah has received the 
lollowing telegram today from Dr Prasad 


Thanks your telegram Purpose mviting you was to receive your 
assistance in shaping Working Commnitee s dtecision on critical 


situauon That can't be served by my coming Delhi’ 


The folowing telegrams were carlicr exchanged between Dr 
Rajendra Prasad, the Congress President, and Mr MA_ Jinnah, 
President of the All India Muslim League From Dr Prasad dated 


Scptember 11 


Congress Working Committee discussing war situanon In view 
senousness question affectuung India should lke discuss with you 
Should appreciate your joining discussions at Wardha any day up 


1o filtucnth September 
Mr Jinnah’s reply to Dr Prasad the same day 


Your telegram Should be glad discuss situation with you Delhi 
Cant go to Wardha owing previous commitments Muslim League 
ene Commnuiee mectng Delhi 17th bound reach Delhi on 13th” 

APL 


T lcgraphic correspondence, Star of India, 14 September 1939 
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195. “I Still Remain a Nationahst’”! 


Hyderabad (Deccan), September 29 Reference to Hindu 
Muslim relations in the country was made by Mr MA _ Jinnah, 
President of the Mushm League, speaking at the annual dinner 
of the Old Boys’ Associaton of the Osmania University last 
mght Mr Jinnah, who has come here at the mvitauion of the 
Nizam, was the guest of honour Mr Jinnah said 


I did not expect that, even at this festive board where a galaxy 
of intellects have assembled, I would be mvolved in discussmg 
pohtical problems confrontmg India But as reference has heen 
made to the matter [ must assure you that I yield to none in the 
determination to safeguard the intercsts of my country nor would | 
yield to anybody in striving for the attainment of freedom for m 
country IT am essentially a pracucal man, Mr Jinnah continue 
“T have been in practical politics for over a quarter of a century 
The words nationalism and ‘nationalist’ have undergone many 
changes in thur definition and significance Some people have a 


dictionary of their own, but within the honest meaning of the term 
T} sul) remain a nationalist 


Appeal for Unity 


‘PT have always believed in a Hindu Muslimpact But such a pact 
can only be an honourable one and not a pact which wilt mean the 
destruction of one and the survival of the other The Congress High 
Command — unfortunately are not prepared to grasp the hand of 
friendship but would like to destroy the very hand which offered 
friendship One does not see much hght at present but you never 
can say when the two communstics would umte We have a recent 


example of the Gorman Sovict pact between two nations which 
ware the bittercst of cnemes 


‘IT say to every Musalman Mr Jinnah concluded, that Islam 


expects you one and all to do your duty and stand by your peopic 
as one nalion 


Mrs Saroypm Naidu alluded to the friendship between her 
and Mr Jinnah which, she said, was sull unbroken 1n spite 
of the differences in their respective political views She also 
referred to the book she had wntten in which she described Mr 
Jinnah as an Ambassador of Hindu-Mushm Unity Refernng to 
domestic politics, Mrs) Naidu stated that the traditional ums 
between Musiims and Hindus under the acgis of the Asifit 
dynasty was unfortunately, disturbed by recent occurrences 
Outsiders would do well to understand that their quarrels, which 


‘Public speech Statesman, 30 September 1939 







september 1939 391 


were purcly domestic over internal difference, could be 
composed without their mtcrvenuon because one day they 
might quarrel and become the best of frends the following 
duy 

Mr Jinnah had an audience with the Nizam last evening, the 
interview lasting two and a half hours 
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196. “Congress Obsessed that 1t Alone Represents India’”! 


Hyderabad, October 1 Intervicwed by the Star of India 
correspondent regarding Lord Zctland’s statement Mr MA 
Jinnah, President of the All India Muslim Leaguc, declined to 
express any opinion until he had met the Viccroy on Thursday [5 
October] 

Commenting on Mr Gandhi’s statement ‘Appealing to Bntish 
statesmen as a fnend of Bntain’, Mr Jinnah said “TI regret to say 
that Mr Gandhr who 1s the sole interpreter and dictator of the 
Congress, has couched his statement in a language which oncc 
more creates the impression that the Congress 1s suffemng, in the 
first instance from imability to face realiiics and 1s obsessed that 
it alone represents India Secondly that while it ts champroning 
the cause of democracy 1n India and desircs to do away with the 
democratic impertalism of Great Britain, i has, 1n the last two- 
and-a-half years, not only declared itself as a Fascist and 
authorianan body but has actually translated this principle ito 
actual practice And thirdly that 1f 1s reviving throughout India 
the Hindu renaissance and domination and supremacy of 
Hinduism over the entire sub-continent Unless the High 
Command of the Congress 1s thoroughly cured of these maladies 
they will not be able to advance the progress of India which we 
all have at heart ” 

Mr Jinnah left for Delh: this evening and will meet H E the 
Viccroy on October 5S (already reported in these columns) 
Muslims in Hyderabad 

Recounting his impressions of his stay in Hyderabad Mr 
Jinnah said that he had found Muslims generally sound in head 
and heart and that there was a remarkable unity among all 
sechons, masses and intelligentsia and, whal is more welcomc 
an awakening among women “There are no doubt a few”’, added 
Mr Jinnah “who are cithcr oppressed by fear or are indifferent or 
have their Own axe to gnnd There arc certain apprehensions in 
the minds of Muslims regarding the Reforms proposals recently 
published by the Government of Hydcrabad and I have found that 
His Exalied Highness 1s keenly alive tothe situation Iam glad 
to say that Tam leaving Hyderabad with the impression that the 
fuars and apprehensions of Muslims will be allayed and that His 
Pralted Highness’ Government will give Mushims the necessary 
assurances which will satsify them My humble advice to 
Mushms here ts that they should stand united and organise 
themselves to play apart worthy of their past history and 
heritage in this great dominion of the Nizam °* 


‘terview Star of India 3 October 1939 
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197 War — Avoids Pressman's Queries Before 
Meeting Viceroy*® 


New Delhi, October S The residence in Hardinge Avenue, of 
\Nawabsada Liaquat Ali Khan, Secretary, All India Mushm 
icague, has become a place of pilgmmage for Muslim India 
vince Mr Jinnah's arrivai here to participate mm the discussions the 
Viccroy 1s having with Indian political leaders In a quiet littic 
cos, library room, surrounded on all sides by costly book- 
shcives, Mr Jtnnah has set up his temporary office where 1ssucs 
of momentous importance are being thrashed out in consultation 
with Muslim Ieaders who arc coming from moming ull late 1n the 
cvcning Pressed for trme, Mr Jinnah 1s unable to grant many 
interviews, but yesterday he gave me five minutes’ audience 

Dressed 1n spouUless white trousers with along silk coat to match, 
Mr Jinnah smilingly greeted me and straightaway asked me what 
Iwantcd Dozens of daily newspapers with bluc pencil marks were 
lying on one side while on the other side were scores of Press 
culling pinned together, all sure signs of his getting ready for 
today 8 interview with the Viccroy Mr’ Jinnah refused to be 
dragecd into Conversations on current topics and cleverly evaded 
answering all my questions repeating all the time “how can I 
say?” Asked his opinion on newspaper suggestions about 
forming Coalituon Governments he replicd “Young man you 
hid better go now, don’t try to pump me” There 15 no doubt 
Mr Jinnah holds the trump. card in the present pohtical 
discussions and 18 in a position to help the Viccroy’s cfforts 
lor a umted India front He realises fully the gravity of the 
suuauon and the necessity of sinking all differences Sir Rava 
Ali Sthander Hyat Khan and others are frequently closcticd 
with Mr Jinnah 


‘Nis report Star of India, 5 October 1939 
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198. Message to Aligarh Students — “Stand Sohdiy By 
ML’? 


Aligarh, October 5 Mr M A Jinnah, President, All India Mus 
lim League, in response to a request from Mr M Nusrat Hassan 
Vice-President of the Aligarh Muslim University Union, for a 
message to the Muslim youth of India replied as follows 


Stand sohdly with complcte unity by the pohcy and programme 
of the All India Muslim League which 1s the only organization 
that can spcak on behalf of the Musalmans of India Muslim League 
as you know stands for complete freedom of India, not for one 
community only but for all ne people composing this great sub 
continent) and = stands for free and independent Islam Islam 
expects every Muslim to do his duty to his people, and no service 
or sacnfice should be too great on the part of anyone of us at this 
most critical ume in_ the history of India m ordcr to establish and 
maintain an honourable place worthy of our traditions and past 
heritage specially now that we are facing this terrible war and 
dangerous and grave imtcrnauional situauion which 1s bound to 
crcatc ancw order of things ali over the world 


‘Tam confident that young Muslim India upon whom will fall 
the main burden of helpng and guiding the future and desuny of 
minety milhons of Musalmans wall not fail them but would be 
unhesitalingly prepared for any service or sicnfice when called 
upon to do so 


"Message, Stur of india 6 October 1939 
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{99 Congress Ministries — Rejects Rajendra Prasad's 
Offer of Inquiry’ 


New Delhi, October 13° Mr M A Jinnah, President of the All 
Ind:a Mushm Leaguc, has relcased to the Press the correspondence 
which passed between him and the Congress President, Dr 
Rajendra Prasad, in regard to the allegations against the Congress 
Provincial Governmenis Dr Prasad wrote to Mr Jinnah from 
SNcw Delhi on October 5 as follows 


In the resoluuon of the Working Committee of the All] India 
Mushm League passed recently in Delhi rcfurence has been made to 
Provincial Govermments [ft 1s stated that provincial autonemy in 
several Provinces has resulted in the domination of the Hindus 
over the Muslim mimorities whose hfe and liberty property and 
honour are in danger and even their religious rights and culture are 
bung assailed and annihilated every day under the Congress 
Govemments in the various provinces Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
has also informed me that you mentioncd this mattcr to him in the 
course of a recent conversauion 


Inquiry Suggested 


We fecl that these charges are wholly unfounded and are 
based on misapprehension and one sided reports that might have 
reichcd you and the League The Governments concemed have 
inquired ito the mattcr whenever such charges have been made and 
hive denicd them Om a previous occasion we expressed our 
willingness to have ay specific imstances investigaicd by an 
impartial authority © feel strongly and 1] am sure you will 
agree with us that such charges when scnously made should be 
inquircd into and cither substinuated or disproved We would lke 
this course to be adopted in regird to any specific instances thal 
an put forward 2f you agrme we could maquest the highcst 
yudicial authornty in India Sir M_ Ciwyer? Chicf Justice of the 
Hederal Court to inquire into this mattcr In the cvent of his not 
being, available some other person of «a similar status and judictral 
posinon might be approached 


Corcspondence Statesman, 14 Octobcr 1939 


Su Maunce Linford Gwyer b 1878 Legal Adviser Peale a, TA ene 1917 
14 Sohcitor and Legal Adviser Mantstry of Health 1919 36 H rocurator 
f acral ind Solicitor tothe Treasury, 1926 33 QC 1930, Bnush Dulcgate to the 
H: gic Conference on Codification of Intemational Law 1930, Member of the 
In an States Inquiry Commuttec (Financial) 1932 First Parhhamcntary Counsel 
tthe (Treasury 1934 37, Assisted in drafting the Government of India Bill 
dinuary February 1935 Chief Justice of India and President of the Fedcral 
Ccun 1937 43, Vice Chanccllor of Delhi University, 1938 50, d 1952 
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“T shall gladly place this matter before the Working Comminuee 
of the Congress and get them 1o pass a formal tclolcn to this 
effect [am leaving for Wardha today and shall be obliged two 
you 1f you will send an early reply I shall be in Wardha for about a 
week’ 


Mr. Jinnah’s Reply 


Mr Jinnah rephed on October 6, as follows 


{ am in rcceipt of your letter dated October 5 I beg to inform 
you that I have already placcd the whole case before the Viceroy 
and the Governor Gencral and have requested him to take up the 
matter without delay as he and the Govemors of the Provinces have 
been expressly authorized undcr the constitupon and are entrusted 
with the responsibility to protect the rights and the interest of the 
minorities The matter 1s now under His Excellency’s consideration 
and he 1s the proper authority to take such acuon and adopt such 
measures as would mect our requarements and would restore a 
complete sense of secunty and vanstecuon amongst the Muslims in 
those Provinces whcre the Congress Mimstnes are in charge of the 
administration 

‘In these cucumstances I do not wish to discuss further the 
various statements made in your letter as it 1s unnecessary to do 
so but I must say that some of them are wholly inaccurate "* — 
Associaicd Press 


290 War — Reserves Comment on Viceroy’s Statement! 


New Delhi, October 18 Mr Jinnah told the Associated Press 
today that he was unable to make any comment on the Viceroy’s 
statement at this stage He pointed out that he had called a mecting 
of the Working Committee of the Mushm League on October 22 
when the Viceroy’s statement and its implications would be 
discussed and the attitude of the Mushm League defined, and 1t 
was not possible to anticipate this attitude by any immediate 
cxpressions of opimon 

Mr Jinnah expressed the hope that no Muslim League Icader 
would make any Statement regarding the Viceroy’s announcement 
before the mecung of the League Working Commitice — API 


interview, Star of India, 19 October 1939 


398 THE NATION'S Vaicy 


201. Dispute with UP Government — Asks Khaksars for 
Facts! 


Bombay (By Mail) Half an hour before sunsct this evening 
(October 16), Mr Jinnah, Sir Abdoola Haroon,M L A (Simd), 
Sir Zia Uddm Ahmad and Sir Abdur Rahim, President of the 
Legislative Assembly, received the salute of 500 uniformed 
Khaksars at their camp at Karol Bagh just outside Delhi, wnites 


the special correspondent of the Times of India from New Delhi 
He [the correspondent] adds 


Lincd up four decp, cach shouldering a spade the guard of honour 
stretched across the enure width of the camp, a sandy compound 
surrounded by more than 20 tents, the Khaksars living quarters In 
one of them Mr Inayatutlah the Icadcr released two days ago 
from an U P prison received his guests who squaited round him and 
discussed ‘Khaksar pohcy Ths was Mr Jinnah s third interview 
with Mr Inayatullah since yesterday, and he hopes to have another 
tomorrow “IT cannot hope to advise “he said on the Khaksar’ U P 
dispute until all the facts are be fore me The U P Government have 
alrcady provided mec with 24 full statement of thar case Now [F want 
the Ke hakear one Then fcan sum up and give my point of vicw’” 


10,000 for U P 


For many days now the Khaksirs have bccn Ieaving this base 
pany for Lucknow and other townsinthe U P andonthe U P Punjab 
border A report liter contradicted, came through today that the 
Shia Sunm dispute in Lucknow hid been sctthed but itis by no 
means ccrtaim that ws remov a) would clear up the now protracted 
quarrcl between the UP Government and the Khaksars It 1s 
reckoned that 10.000 Khiksars have already stayed at the Dclhi 
campenroute forthe U P Whilo here they ire put through mgorous 
traning The camp sad one of thar supporters this evening 1s now 
organised on a full warumc bisis Ccrainly the men iaoked kein 
and were active although ihcy hid not liken food since 3 30 am 


Like € romwell 


Roman is suictly kept and willingly though the rare offender 1s 
lashed with a thick Icather thong for his unorthodoxy The men put 
nu lé hourdiy ming to die ¢ unp bugle ats3x and turnimg in at ten 
Prayers are said communally the customary five times and mostof 
the restofthe day as spent in parading dniling and taking exercise 
fake Cromecifthe Khaksus trust in God and keep their powder 
dry Through the myght scntres guard the camp which by day 1s 
paroliad by men of the chosen Junbar+ those who have solemnly 
promised in thar awn blood to work for the asccndancy of Islam 
and to protect thar leader unto de ath 


"News report Star of dada 24 October 1939 


. 
Eltc guards among Khaksar werc known 45 Jarntbaz 


Lucrally the word means a 
daring and vonturcsome person 
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202 HMG Should make no Constitutional “Commitment” 
Without ML “Approval?” 


New Delhi, October 26 “The Bntish public may be misled by 
urtain propaganda that the Muslims arc against the {rcedom of 
india We want freedom and liberty, but the question 1s, whose 
irccdom and hberty? Mushm India wants to be free and enjoy 
hberty to the fullest cxtent and develop us own politcal, 
cconomic, social and cultural institutions, according to its gemtus 
and not to be dominated and crushed, while wishing Hindu Indta 
wel and giving it fullest scope to do likewise "So observes Mr 
MA Jinnah m a statement made by him to the Manchester 
Guardian, explaining the imphcations of his recent declaration 
that democratic institutions were unsuited to India The 
iollowing 18 a statement made by Mr MA __ Jinnah to the 
Manchester Guardian, explaining the implications of his recent 
declaranon that democratic institutions were unsuited to India 


1 am obliged to the Manchester Guardian for the courtesy shown 
lo Me in giving me an opportunity to place my views bnefly before 
the Bnush public It 1s difficult to make an average Englishman 
understand the position which 1s facing us Muslim today fully But f[ 
shall mention a few sahent points which wall give some idea of the 
dsfficulues that are confronting us The Mushms have always had their 
fears and apprehensions of even a representauve form of Government, 
and far more of democracy an its strict application to India Since the 
ume of the Minto Morley Reforms of 1908 and_ the historical 
Lucknow Pact betwecn Hindus and Muslims in 1916 their insistence 
on separate clectorates weightage and statutory safeguards have 
been clear indication of those fcars 


Hindu Raj 


But since the inauguration of the new provincial constitutions tt 
has been esiablished beyond doubt, parucularly by the way in which 
the Congress High Command has pursued tts policies and programmes, 
hit the sole aim and object of the Congress 1s to annihilate every other 
organisation in the country and to sct iself up as a fascist and 
authoritarian orgamsaton of the worst type Having regard to the 35 
mulhon voters the bulk of whom are totally ignorant, illiterate and 
untutored, living in centuries old superstiuons of the worst type, 
thoroughly antagonistic to cach other, culturally and socially the 
working of this constitution has clearly brought out thal it 1s 
impossible to work a democrauc perhamentary government m India 
It has definitely resulted m permanent communal majority 
Fe ruling over munorities, cxercising its powers and 

unctions and utilising the machincry of government to establish the 
domination and supremacy of the majority communal rule over the 
minorities 


‘Pr. ss statement, Daily Gazette, 27 October 1939 The text of this statement also 
appeared in Civil & Military Gazetie, 26 October 1939 
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“Therefore, m my judgment, apart from other reasons into which 
I nced not go m detail, democracy can only mean Hindu Ray all over 
India Thisis a position to which Muslims will never submit Besids, 
there are 60 million untouchables and other minoriueés such as 6 
millon Christians, Jews Parsis and the Domiciled British Therefore, 
the Muslim League after very careful consideration, has come to the 
conclusion that the entire problem of India s future constttuuon must 
be considered denovo, and that no declaration or commitment 
should be made by His Maycsty s Govemment without the approval 
and consent of the Muslim League, which 1s the only authontatve 
and representauve organisation of the Muslims of India 


We want kreedom 


‘The Britush public may be misled by certain propaganda that the 
Muslims are agaist the frecdom of India We want freedom and 
liberty, but the questuon 1s whose freedom and liberty? Muslim India 
wanls to be free and enjoy liberty to the fullest extent and develop its 
own political, economic soctal and cultural insutuuons according to 
ils own genius and not to be dommatcd and crushed while wishing 
Hindu India well and giving 11 fullcst scope to do likewise 


‘T know that the Englishman who has devcloped in his own 
country a system of parliamentary government cannot think of 
anything clsc but what has worked and been developed through the 
centunes as the only pattem for every other country in the world But 
he must dismiss from his mind the experiments tried in Canada and 
Australia where after all the foundations of the Government are 
suited lo the genus of the people mainly Briush m stock [tis very 
doubtful as to how it will work in South Afnea where there are two 

werful nval Ccommumiues Itke the Bocrs and the Briush, and cven 

ere the differences between them are not so fundamcntal as between 
Hindus and Mushms Even Ircland after decades of umon did not 
submit to the Bnush Parliament in spite of the close affinity with the 
Bnitush and the Scotch I may refer to Lord Moricy’s dictum that the 
Ona of Canada would nat do for the cxtremcly wopical climate 
of India 


Detrimental Claim 


‘The Congress insistence that they and they alone represent the 
peoples of India 1s not only withoul any foundation but 1s highly 
detnimental to the progress and advanccment of Indta They know 
that they do not represent the whole of India not even all the Hindus 
and cortainly not the Muslims who are often wrongly described as a 
minority in the ordinary sense as understood in the West They arc 
in a majority in the North West and Bengal, all along the corror 
Stretching from Karachi to Calcutta That part of the Indian Conunent 
alone has double the populauon of Great Britain and more than ten 
umes the area Unul the Congress come down to earth and face 
reales they will be wholly responsible for blocking the progress of 
Tndia and unless they give up the fascist and authortanan basis of 
thaw policy and programme which they are vigorously followmg 
there Cannot be any peace in India 
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Muslim League Schemes 


Mr Jmnah was next asked for his views regarding certain 
schemes put forward by the Muslim League icaders hike Sir 
Sikander Hyat Khan and his proposals for Coalitson Muimistnes 
ii the provinces, representing the Congress and the Mushm 
League Mr Jinnah said 


There are many proposals and schemes, and importance 1s 
attached to these schemes, particularly to the one suggested by Sir 
Sikandcr Hyat Khan in view of the position he holds in the League 
and as the Premier of the Punjab Although his proposals may create 
an impression that they have emanat indirectly from the Mushm 
league I want to make it clear that the Leagueis not responsible 
for any of them, directly or indirectly 


‘As a matter of fact, we have appomted a Sub Committee to 
examine the whole question thoroughly and when this Sub 
Committee has made its report it will be examined by the Workin 
Committee of the League m order to take such steps as it may thin 
proper Unul that stage has been reached the Muslim League fccls 
in no way bound by any schemes or proposals that are propounded 
by vanous pcople *"— AP 
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203 Khaksars and UP Government! 


New Delhi, October 26- Mr M A Jinnah, in a statement to thc 
Associated Press, says 


Dr Katyu saw me in Delhi on October 18 on behalf of the United 
Provinces Government in connection with the situation created with 
regard © ihe Khaksars, and I placed before him the proposals of the 
Khaksars, and after a full discussion he promised me that he would 
£0 back to Lucknow and confer with his colleagues and finally let 
me know on or before October 25 how far the United Provinces 
ovement are prepared to meet the demands formulated by the 

haksars 


“I received from him fast night the proposals on behalf of the 
Government showing how far they are prepared to meet the 
Khaksars’ demands [ have forwarded the UP Govemment’s 
proposals in answer to the Khaksars’ demands to Allama Mashraqr 
today for him to consider and deal with them in such manner as 
he may be advised 


‘I make 1 clear that my position from the commencemcnt 
was not that of an arbitrator nor had either party agreed to abidc 
py my advice TI tned to bring about a settlement between the 

haksars, as their sympathiser and friend and the UP Govemment 
in the best micrest of the Musaimans of India as the situation was 
causing cnormous fceling among Musalmans all over india " — AP 


‘Press statement Civil & Miluary Gazette, 27 October 1939 
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204 Inquiry Against Congress Ministries — Rajendra 
Prasad's Offer “‘A Travesty of Justice’” 


New Delm, October 27 Mr M A Jinnah, President of the All 
India Muslim League, has issued the following statement to the 


Press 
‘What can one think of the responsible leaders of the Congress 

including Mr Gandhi? Mr Gandhi, in his article in the //ariyan, dated 
Cxtober 21,7 staris by stating that m my reply to the Congress 
Prusident Dr Rajendra Prasad s letter which offered to rcfer the 
Congress League quesuon to an arbitrauion tnbunal, I said that I had 
already placed the whole case before His Excellency the Viccroy and 
Governor Gencral Mr Gandhi said It 1s unfortunate that he has 
royocted Rajendra Babu s proposal Is 1 a reyecuon of the hand of 
fricndship?’ JT ask any imtelligent man to judge for himself whether 
i was an offer to refer the Congress Leaguc question to arbitration 
In some other quarters 113s said that the hand of fnendship which 
was offered in that Icticr had been rejected Lotus examine the whole 
posiuon 
: Dr Rajendra Prasad in his keitcr said that he wouid gct the 
Congrcss Working Commuttce to pass a resolution to appoint Sir 
Maurnce Gwycrorsome other person to invesigate only any specific 
chirges which we formulate againsi the Minisunes of the Congress 
governed provinces * The first question ariscs as to whal 1s the 
authority of the Working Commitie iegal or constitutional Our 
Ncgavons are against the Ministics of certam provinces which are 
responsible to them legislaturcs and to the electorates of — therr 
respective provinces Ft is truc that the Congress Working Commutice 
is da Fascist Grand Council and the Congress Minisincs have been 
ruduced to aposinon of buing mercly thu creatures But we cannot 
acquicsce am that sion The party accused are not only the 
Ministncs but also the Congress Working Committee whose ukase 1s 
carricd out by the Ministnes 
“A Travesty of Justice’ 

Now Ict us sec how the President of the Congress begins his offer 
He starts by saying that our allegations and charges arc without any 
foundation whatsoever So the accuscd has alrcady passed his 
judgment and given his decision But aficr that he proceeds that he 
will get the Conpec 8 Working Commitice to pass a resoluvion to 
appomt an wmpartial and independent tnbunal af we specify our 
charges So thcy have already decided the terms of reference and the 
scope and authority of the uibunal Then again what power can the 
confer upon the burl to summon witnesses to Lake evidence on Odl 
and call for the production of documents that might be required 
Furthermore to whom would this independent and impartial tribunal 
make its report for any acuon to be t then inthe hight of 115 findings? 
{su se to the Congress Working Committee the accused, who will 
be the judge finally as to what acuion ifany was to be takcn against 
the Ministries concerned 

Itas amentality which has gone beyond any sensc of responsibihty 
The whole thing would be a travesty of yusice =— Associated Press 


Pruss stalement Statesman 28 October 1949 

Ste Director Publications Divisron Government of India The Collected Works of 
*fahaimna Gandhi: Vol LXX 16 July — 30 November 1939 New Delhi 1977 pp 258 61 
' rthe teat of thes article enutled [he fiction of Majority in which besides the above 

Sandh also Condemns the Bntsh for not conccding the Congress demand for a Constilucnt 
\ssembly by advancing the minonty claim 
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205. Congress Quitting Ministries — “Interim Ministries 
Inadvisable”” 


New Dethi, October 27- The attitude that the Muslim Leaguc 
will adopt when the Congress Minisines resign 1s indicated by 
Mr Jinnah in a statement to the Associated Press He says 


“| have already sent to the Viceroy a copy of the resolution of 
the Working Committee about the Working Committee s decision 
taken on October 22 Unul I hear from him I do not wish to express 
any opinion with regard to the debate that took place m the House of 
Commons and particularly the speech made by Sir Samuel Hoare 
on behalf of the Bnttsh Government F have been informed _that the 
Madras Ministry has tendered its resignation and that other Congress 
Ministrics may similarly follow 


‘So far as the Muslim League Parues are concemed 1n the various 
legislatures, although it 1s premature to decide finally as to what 
course we should adopt it seems to me that it would be inadvisable 
to consider the question of forming interim muinistnes wherc the 
Conercss Party 1s in an overwhelming majonty In the cvent of the 
Governors deciding to act undcr Section 93 we shall have to consider 
the terms of the proclamation and the provisions that may bce 
embodied therein ’ 


"Press statement, Civil & Miliary Gazette, 28 October 1939 
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206 Talks At Viceregal Lodge — “I am Fed up’ 


New Delhi, November 1 Today’s talks at Viceregal Lodge 
hetween the Viceroy and the leaders, Mr Jinnah, Mr Gandhi and 
Dr Raycndra Prasad, lasted just over an hour A gencral fecling 
at pessimism exists here in certain circles Discussions have becn 
adjourned but it 1s not known when they will be resumed No 
indicauion, however, 1s available as to whether any hitch against 
a common agreement between the parties arose but the 
inconclusive nature of the conversations give mse toa ray of hope 
vct for settiement 

Prior to proceeding to the Viceroy’s House Mr Gandhi, Dr 
Rajendra Prasad and Mr Mahadev Desai drove to Mr Jinnah’s 
residence and were closeted for over half an hour The Icaders 
cnicred Viceregal Lodge exactly at 3 pm and emerged after the 
conversations at 4-5 pm They drove again straight to Mr 
Jinnah’s residence and further discussions took place between 
Mr Jinnah, Mr Gandhi and Dr Rajendra Prasad for nearly 30 
minules 
“Tam fed up”’ 

Pressmen waiting outside Mr Jinnah’s residence discovered 
disunctly some change im the attitude of the Icaders aficr the 
Viceregal talks compared to the fnendly atmosphere which 
prevailed carlicr All the three leaders refused to say anything to 
the Press and Mr Jinnah 1s understood to have remarked “} am 
urcd, I am fed up I have nothing to say’ From the availabic 
indications, 1 would seem that Mr Jinnah has placed all his cards 
on the table dumng the Viceregal talks and further responsibility 
rests with the Congress and the Goverment to say whether they 
accept Or reyect Mr Jinnah’s demands That Pandit Nehru and 
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad reported to have been summoned to 
Dulhi by the Congress President immediately to participate in the 
talks would secm to suggest that the major hitch lics in 
formulaung a settlement of the communal and muinontics’ 
question As it stands today, the situation does not hold out 
much hope for common agreement 


“.ws report, Star of India, 2 November 1939 
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207. “Determined to Fight to the Last Ditch’ 


New Delhi, November 6. Mr MA _ Jinnah has issued th. 
following statement to the Press 


“] have carefully read the article of Mr Gandhi on Hindu Mushm 
umity reproduced from the /faryan in the local papers of this 
morning ? It has shocked me that the assoctation for which therc i< 
not the slightest foundation should have been broadcast in an 
arucle penned by Mr Gandhi He could not have said anything 
worse about me or about the Musalmans of India at this juncture 
Mr Gandhi says ‘Janab Jinnah Sahib looks to the Bnttsh power to 
safeguard the Muslim nghts Nothing that the Congress can do or 
concede will satisfy hum, for he can always and naturally from his 
own standpoint ask for more than the Bnush can give or guaranice 
Therefore, there can be no hmit to the Muslim League demands’ 


“This is fec from the truth and is a libel on the whole Muslim 
community of India of which a person in the position of Mr Gandhi 
should not have been guilty Mr Gandhi further says that the 
Congress docs not represent the Hindus It certamly docs not 
represcnt the Musalmans and one would like to know then whom tt 
docs actually represent Mr Gand further says that the Congress 
had never reprcsented the Hindus as such ‘That funcnon ts claimed 
by the Hindu Mahasabha’ | have made it abundantly clear on 
more than one occasion and it has been proved to demonstration 
that the Congress 1s a Hindu body [tis the same coin with a stamp on 
ene side of the Hindu Mahasabha and on the other that of the 
Congress and what one Se out openly the other pracuses | 
assure Mr Gandhi that the Musalmans of india depend upon their 
own inherent strength We are determined to fight and fight to the 
last ditch for nghts to which we are cnttled in spite of the British 
or the Congress We do not depend upon anybody 


‘Press statement Civel & Military Gazette 7 November 1939 
*The full text of Gandhi s article referred to in the statement 1s given below 


HINDU MUSUIM UNITY Hindu Mushm Unny means communal unit 
© pact seems to be in front of us Janab Jinnah Saheb looks to the Britis 
power to safeguard the Muslim nghts Nothing that the Congress can do or 
concede wil! satisfy him For he can always and naturally from fis own 
standpoint ask for more than the Bntish can give or guarantec [Therefore 
there can be no limit to the Musiim |_eague demands far as the Congress 
ts concemed does not represent all I{mdus or ail of any smgic community 
except in the sense that the Congress represents ail because all arc bulicyed 
to desire jndependcnce for the country and the Congress is without a nval in 
fighting for that goal In fact the Congress is the only national army the 
country possesses Itts not the less butall the more an army for us being non 
viotent Jt has been the unbroken tradition of the Congress to refuse 10 
Tepresent any bot the national interest It has certainly never represented the 
Hindus as such [hat function ts claimed by the Tindu’Mahaceb a just as thal 

of salely representing Muslim interests 1s claimed by the Muslim League 


The only course Icft open to the Congress therefore 1s to state us own 
communal’ policy for the guidance of Compress mcn no matter to which 
foronmnity tney belong Congress should have no quarrel with the 
fighting Aen pouag scan through he Boush Powey fst ESHER ot is 
Seeane, trelomer 30. ee Bu ise! me cro ightin € us er 
Works of Mahatma Gandhi Vol Lo x eee : a55, oe eg mE The ais 
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208 Participation in Viceroy's EC — Congress Reject 
Offer" 


The followmg 1s the reicvant correspondence regarding the 
recent Viceregal talks? with the Muslim League President and 
Congress representatives at Delhi last week 

Letter from His Excellency the Viceroy to Mr MK Gandhi, 
Dr Rajendra Prasad, President of the All India National 
Congress, and Mr MA Jinnah, MLA, President, AH India 
Muslim Leaguc, dated the Viccroy’s House, New Delhi, 
November 2, 1939 


You will remember that I agreed dumng our conversations 
yesterday to let you have in concrete form the proposition which I 
put to you and the other gentlemen who were present at the meeting 
emphasizing that I did so with a genuine destrc to help a desire fully 
shared by His Majesty’s Government 


The proposiuon which [I mvited you and the other gentlemen 
aay to consider, as Icaders of the Congress and the Muslim 

aguc was that given the great importance of ensuring h rmonious 
working at the Centre you should enter upon discussions between 
yourselves with a view to discovering whether you could reach a 
basis of agrecment between yourselves im the provincial ficld, 
consequent on which you could let mc have proposals which would 
result in representatives of your two organizations iummediuitcly 
parucipaling in the Central Government as members of my Executive 
Council T brought out, too that in my judgment it ought not to be 
necessary absolutely to resolve every detail of such = differences 
aS may exist in the provinces Whal was required as was remarked 
im the course of the discussion was a degree of agreement in 
respect of the provinces such as to make it possible for my visitors 
and the orgamsations which they represented to put forward a 
scheme which could be considered for the Centre 


1 addcd, inregard to any arrangement al the Centre First, that 
one would hope that wt may be found practicable to include also 
onc or possibly more represcntatives of othcr important groups, 
and that that was a question on which I should value your advice 
when we come to grapple with the details 


‘Secondly that the arrangement which I mvited you to consider 
for the Centre would be an ad hoc arrangement for the pcriod of the 
war and quite distinct from the much wider = question of 
constitutional reform at the end of the war and I mentioned that 
on that last pomt my declaration had sct out the position of His 
Mayjesty’s Government I attach a copy of the extracts from that 
declaration which I brought to the notice of the meeting yesterday 


C orrespondence, Star of India, 7 November 1939 
*Sue appendix XV 
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“Thirdly, that the posinon of anyone appointed to my Execuuve 
Council as a member of a political party would be identical m 
pnvileges and in obligations, with that of the existmg members of 
my Council 


And fourthly, that the arrangement would be within the general 
scheme of the cxisting law It would be admittedly and inevitably a 
makeshift arrangement for the duration of the campatgn I brought 
out that what was required now, if we could get a workable scheme 
together, was to put 1 into operauon with as litle delay as possible 

ding the more general position which His Majesty’s Government 
Fave expressed their readiness to undertake after the conclusion of 
hostihtues 


*l think the above makes the position clear Let me in conclusion 
repeat that, as T said yesterday, | am at any time at your disposal or 
that of the other gentiemen who attended our meeting whether 
jointly or singly, to give any assistance in my power in reaching 
conclusions on these most important matters I feel certain as I said 
yesterday, that the SMERESHONS I have put to you, reflecting as they 
do very real and substantial evidence of the anxiety of His 
Maycsty’s Government to reach a complete undcrstanding, wil) 
receive full and sympathetic consideration from you ” 


Enclosure — Extracts from the Viccroy’s declarauon of 
October 18, 1939 


‘His Mayesty’s Government recogmize that when the time comes to 
resume consideration of the plan for the future Federal Government of 
India and of the plan destined to give effect to the assurances given in 
Parliament by the late Secretary of State it will be necessary to 
reconsidcr in the light of the then circumstances to what extent the 
details of the plan cmbodied im the Act of 1935 remain appropriate 
And 1 am authonzed now by His Majesty s Governmcni to say thai 
at the end of the war they will be very willing to cniter into 
consultahion with representatives of the sevcral communiucs, parcs, 
and interests in India and with the Indian Princes with a view to 
securing their ard and co operation in the framing of such 
modifications as may seem desirable ” 


I added Tiunist in what | have just said I have made clear that 
the mitcnhon and the anxiety of His Mayjcsty’s Government 1s, as 
Stated in the instrument of imstructions to thc Governor-General to 
furthcr the partnership between India and the United Kingdom within 
the Empire to the end that India may attain her duc place among the 
orcas Domimons The scheme of Government embodied 1n the Act of 

935 was designed as an csscntial stage in that process But I have 
made clear in what I have just said that His Majesty's Government 
wall, at the end of the war, be prepared to re ne the scheme of the 
Aci as open to modification in the hght of Indian vicws And I 
would make it clear too, that a will be thar object, as al all umes 
im the pastit has been to spare no pains 10 further agreement by any 
means in thar power m= the hope of contmbuting to the ordercd and 
harmomiaus progress of India towards her goal 


I remarked finally, s ing of the demands of the mimortlies 


for an assurance that full weight would be given to their views and 
interests 
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“It is unthmkable that we should now proceed to plan afresh 
or to modify in any respect any mumportant part of India s future 
constutuuon without again taking counsel with those who have m 
thc recent past been so closely associated im a like task with His 
Mayesty's Government and with Parliament’ 


Congress Refusal to Negotiate 


Letter from Mr M A Jinnah, President of the All India 
Muslim League, to His Exccllency the Viccroy, dated 
November 4, 1939 


With reference to the joint mterview which Mr Gandhi Dr 
Rajendra Prasad, President of the Congress and mysclif had with you 
on November 1, and in reply to your letter, dated November 3 I 
beg to inform you that I understood that the Congress leaders and 
myself were to consider the proposals of Your Exccllency namely — 
to quote from Your Excellency s letter — ‘the proposition which I 
invited you and the other genticmen prescnt to consider as Icadcurs 
of the Congress and the Mushm Leaguc was that, givcn the great 
importance of ensuring harmonious working at the Centre you should 
cnter upon discussions between yourselves in the provincial ficld 
consequent on which you could Ict me have proposals which would 
result in representatives of your two organizalions immedsatcly 
participating in the Central Government as members of my Execuuve 
Council T brought out too thatinmy judgment it ought nol to be 
necessary absolutely to resolve every detail of such differences as 
may exist in the provinces What was required as was remarked 
in the course of the discussion was a degree of agreement in respect 
of the provinces such as to make it possible for my visitors and the 
orgamizauions which they represented to put forward a scheme which 
could be considercd for the Centre without prejudice to the 
resoluuon of the Muslim Leaguc of October 22, stating that the 
declaration of Your Excellency on behalf of His ajesty 5 
Government was not sausfactory and required further clanficauon 
and assurances and also without prejudice to the demand of the 
Congress for a declaration as adumbrated in the resolution of the 
Alt India Congress Committee on October 10 1939 


“In consequence I met the Icadcrs of the Congress and I was 
informed by them finaliy that they had come 1o the conclusion that 
they could not discuss any quesiions with regard to matters 
rcferred to in your Ictter of the 2nd instant relating to the provincial 
ficld or at the Centre unui the Bnush Government had comphcd 
with their demand as embodied in the resolution of the All India 
Congress Committee hence these two questions were not further 
discussed " — API 
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209. Neither Britain Nor Congress Can “Fost” 


a 
Constitution on Mushms! 


Bombay, November 7- “I am always willing to come to 4 
setiiement with my Hindu brethren on cqual terms I have no 
ill-will against them’’, said Mr M A Jinnah, addressing a Mushm 
meeting this evening in Bombay 

After the declaration of the war, said Mr Jinnah, a grave 
situation has amsen in this country Mr Gandhi was so moved 
when he visualised the destruction of Westminster Abbey and the 
Houses of Parliament that he offered the unconditional suppon of 
the Congress to the British causc But he found himsclf in a 
minonty of one in this attitude The Working Committce and the 
All India Congress Commitice passed resolutions demanding that 
the Congress would not support or co-operate with Britain m the 
prosecution of the war unless Bmtain made India a free and 
independent nation with frecdom for the peopic to frame 4 
constitution by 2 constituent assembly elected on the basis of the 
widest possible franchise But the Bnush Government declared 
that they reserved for themsclvcs the entire and complete nght to 
frame the constitution for India, after consulting the vanous 
interests in the country Whilc both claimed the nghi to be the sole 
arbiter and judge in the matter, the postuion of the Muslim Leaguc 
was that they did not recognise the nghts of cither to foist on 
the Mushms a constitution which did not mect with the 
agreement and approval of the Muslim League And we shall 
fight to the last ditch to see that such a constitution 1s not forstcd 
on us The minoritics, added Mr Jinnah, had a mght to see that 
not only their interests were protccied but to Know what sort of 
constutulion was applied to the country 
“Fasast Grand Council’’ 


With Muslim majonty in four provinces, Mr Jinnah observed 
1 Was wrong to Say that Muslims were a minonty community He 
was willing to come to an agreement with his Hindu brethren on 
turms of absolute equality, and not as a minonty community with 
a majority community He said he had no 11l-will towards the 
Hindus, but so long as the present High Command of the Congress 
remaincd as 4 sort of “Fascist Grand Council”, there was httle hops 
ofa settlement Mr Jinnah next refuted the cry that the Muslin 
League had denounced democracy Democracy 1n the abstract 
was quite different from democracy as practised Democracy wa+ 
like the chamelcon, changing its complexion according 10 the 


‘Public speech Civil & Military Gazette,9 Noveraber 1939 
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environment Democracy was not the same in England as it was 
in France or Amernca Islam believed in equality, Nberty and 
‘rarity, but not the democracy of the western type — the 
democratuu parliamentary system in which party government 
was the basic principle of the consutution Such a system had 
failed in India where the Hindus were in a majomty of three 
to one against the MusI:ms 

Mr Jmmnah next proceeded to cxaminc the democratic nature 
of the Congress organisation “Is 11 democracy 1f a Grand Fascist 
Council sitting in Wardha issucs orders to Ministers in the 
provinces who are responsible to the Icgisiatures? And the sole 
and final dictator of this Grand Fascist Council 15 not even a 
four anna member of this democratic organisation $I ask those 
who preach truth to face problems, problems for which there 15 no 
parallel in the world Then will come the charter of freedom * — 
AP 
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210.Id Day Message — “Work for the Greater Good of Al 
Human Beings’” 


Bombay, November 13 Disciplinc, love and tolcration were 
stressed by Mr MA Jinnah tna broadcast talk tonrght on /d-uul- 
Fitr on this day of Id He said, there would be no worthier 
manifestation of the spint that 1s kindiecd through fast and prayer 
than to resolve to bnng about compicte harmony “within our 
household, withm our community and finally of all human 
beings” Bnefiy touching on pohtics Mr Jinnah declared thai 
Mushms had their nghts and claims in a future India But they 
would not be obstinate about them for obstinacy was the very 
ncgation of the spint of love and tolcration The following ts the full 
text of the broadcast 


“We, of the older generation have had our tnals, but I wish to 
forget them tonight in the company of my fnends particularly the 
young. and to louch, if | may the fresher spnngs of mspiratuon in their 


earts for it ts they who wil) henceforth have to bear the burden of 
our aspiraiions 


The discipline of the Ramazan fast and prayer will culminate today 
into an immortal meckncss of heart before God, but 1t shall not be the 
meckness of a weak heart, and they who would thmk so are doing 
wrong both to God and w the oe for it 1s the outstanding 
paradox of all religions that the humble shall be the strong and 11 1s of 
Particular significance in the case of Islam, for Islam as you all know 
really means action The disciphne of Ramazan was designed by our 
Prophet to give us the necessary strength for action And action 
impltes society of man When our Prophet preached action he did not 


have in mind only the sol: life of a singic human being, the deeds he 
accomphshes only withm himself the praycr and all it involves 
spintually 


According «to the Holy Quran a very real connection cxists 
between prayer and life ‘ou will remember how many and 
wonderful are the opportunities given to us to meet our fellow 
beings to study them, to understand them and through understanding 
serve them and you will notice that all these oppertumitics have been 
creatcd by laying down the law for prayers Five umes dunng the 
day we have to collect in the mosque of our mohaila {area} then 
every week on Fnday we have to gather in the biggest mosque in the 
town then again once a year we have to congregate in the biggest 
mosque outside the town on the Id day and lastly, there 1s the Hay to 
which Mushms from all parts of the world journey once at least in 
ther hfetsme to commune wath God in the House of God You will 
have noticed that this plan of our prayers must necessanly bring us 
inte contact not only with other Mus ams but also with members of 
all communities whom we must encounter on our way I don’t think 
that these myuncuons about our prayers could have been merely a 
happy accident I am convinced that they were designed thus to 
afford men opportunities of fulfilling their social instincts 


"Broadcast Talk Star of india 14 November 1939 


November 1939 413 


“Man has indeed been called God's caliph in the Quran, and if 
that descnption of man 1s to be of any sigmificance it 1mposes mn 
us a duty to follow the Quran, to behave towards others as God 
behaves towards His mankind In the wide t sense of the word, this 
duty 1s the duty of love and to forbear And thts, believe me, 1s not a 
Nnegatuuve duty but aLposiuve one If we have any faith in love and 
toleration towards Gods children, to whatever community they 
may belong, we must act upon that faith 1n the daily round of our 
simple duties and unobtrusive Pe On this day of Id, there wall 
be no worthy mamfestation of the spot that 1s kindled in us through 
fast and prayer than to resolve to bing about a complete harmony 
within our household within our community and within our country 
with all its variety of religion and creeds and to work whether in 
private life or pubhc for no seitfish ends but for the greater good of 
all our countrymen and finally of all human beings 


Communal Strife 


It 1s a great ideal and it will demand effort and sacrifice Not 
seldom wil] your minds be assailed by doubts There w1ll be conflicts 
not only matenal, which you perhaps will be able to resolve with 
courage, but spiritual also We shail have to face them and if today 
when our hearts are humble we do not imbide that higher courage 
lo do so, we never shall Al! our leaders both Muslim = and Hindu 
continue to be pamed at communal stnfes I shal? not enter into the 
history of its causes but there will arise moments when the minds of 
men will be worked up and then differences will assume the character 
of a conflict It1s at such moments that I shall ask you to remember 
your Id praycr and to reflect for a whale 1f we could not avoid them 
in the hght of the guidance given to us by our Quran and that mighty 
spint which 1s Islam J] would ask you to remember in these moments 

at no myunction 1s considered by our Holy Prophet more iunperauve 
or more divinely binding than the devout but supreme realisation of 
our duty of love and toicration towards all other human beings 


* All social regeneration and pohtcal freedom must finally depend 
on something that has a deeper meaning in I:fe And thal, if you will 
allow me to Say so 15 Islam and Islamic spint It 1s not great specches 
and big confcrences only that make poliucs Several young men have 
been coming to me to know how they could serve their country Well, 
young frends, 1f I touch upon politics tonight, 1t 15 only to tell you 
as a word of advice that we have our nghts and our claims m a future 
India But we shall not be obstinate about them for obstinacy will 
be the negation of that spint of love and toleration which should fall 
upon us on this Id day and whose blessings the Prophet commands 
Us to communicate to others But each one of us can serve our 
country by disciplining himself and discipiine 1s the essence of this 
oy eee Is one regular in one’s habits, get up at the per time 

ave one s meals at the proper ume? Does one siecp at the 
proper time? Docs one keep to the Ieft of the road or abstam from 
throwing Itter on the road? Is one honest and sincere in one’s work? 
Does one render such help as one can to others? Is one tolerant? 
These may scem small matters but in them 1s the nucleus of a self 
discipline which wil] be of tmmense value in the combined effost of 
all communities and all creeds towards a greater India This will be a 
service to our country which may not bring you inio the lumehght of 
Los but it will assure you a lasting peace in your heart tn the 
wledge that you have contnbuted your share to making the 
polincian’s task easier 
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“¥ am coming to the end of my bnef talk As I do so, | remember 
John Morley’s’ book On Compromise 1 usually dishke 
recommending books to young people, but I think you all ought 
to read that book not only once but over and over agai There 1s a 
good chapter m it on the limits of compromise and the lesson it 
teaches regarding the pursuit of truth and the hmuitations on our 
acuions m practice are worth pondering over In the pursuit of 
truth and culuvation of belicfs we should be guided by our rational 
int ciation of the Quran and if our devotion to truth 1s single 
minded we shall, in our own measure, achieve cur goal In ‘the 
translauion of this truth into practice however we shall be content 
with so much and so much only, aS we can achieve without 
encroaching on he nghts of others, while at the same tume not 
ceasing our efforts always to achieve more Finally, I would urge 
you never to forget that Islam expects every Muslim to do his duty 
by his people * — API 


‘1838 1923 Secreiary of State for India 1905 10, a distngurshed man of letters 
his chief works ie Edmund Burke 1867 Voltaire 1871, Rousseau 1873 On 


Compromise 1874. Cobden 1881 Oliver Cromwell 1900 Giadstone 1903 and 
Recollections 1917 
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211 Appeals to Bengal and Assam Muslims — “Support 
VW holeheartedly ML’ 


Mr Muhammad Asghar, President of the Borhanpur Distnct 
Muslim League, C P, and a membcr of the Muslim Miunonty 
Deputation to Assam, arnved in Calcutta on Saturday He 
lun-hed with the Hon Mr HS Suhrawardy, Secretary, Bengal 
Provincial Muslim League, and later Ieft for Dhubn the same 
aftemoon 


Mr Jinnah’s Message 


Before leaving Calcutta, Mr Asghar received the following 
message from Mr M A Jinnah 


‘Tell the people of Bengal and Assam If the Mushms wish to have 
an honourable place in the Sun of India, there 1s only one course open 
to them, and that 1s to establish one flag one platform and one 
voice, and that can only be done by supporting wholcheartedly the 
All India Mushm League ’ 


*‘tussage Star of India, 20 November 1939 
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212. CP ML Conference — Wishes Success! 


Jubbulpore. The arrangements for holding the Mushm League 
Conference 1n the end of December of this year 1s wel] in hand 
The site selected 1s Id Gah of Jubbulpore 1n preference to other 
half a dozen sites suggested This place provides free electnc 
connection, stone floormg and pucca enclosure It can 
accommodate more than 25,000 people at a time The place was 
visited and the focal authonties are being approached to grant 
the cxclusive nght of the front road and the land on both sides 
of it which belongs to the Nazul department The Municipal 
Committee has been requested to arrange for cleaning the road 
side, arranging the water taps and other amenitics of hfe Wacant 
houses and bungalows nearby, arc being made ready to 
accommodate the vast number of guests cxpecied 

Leaders of all-India repute are being requcsied to attend the 
Conference Ar Urdu section 1s being arranged with an All-India 
Mushatra Mr MA _ Jinnah has sent the following good wishes 
for the Conference 


“Lam very glad that you are holding a Provincial Mushm League 
Conference in the last week of December I wish you all success 


A tour of Althay Maulana Burhanul Haq and Mr Tajuddin 
office-bearers of the local League tn the adjoining Disincts 1s 


being arranged to propagate the cause of the League and to make 
the Conference a success 


'News report, Star of India 2 December 1939 
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213 Departure of Congress Governments — Appeals to 
Mushms to Observe “Day of Del:verance’”™ 


Bombay, December 6 Mr MA _ Jinnah, President, AH India 
Mushm Leaguc, has issued the following statement 


I wish the Mushms all over India to observe Fnday December 
22, as the day of deliverance and thanksgiving as a mark of relef 
that the Congress Governments have at last ceased to function I hope 
that the Provincial Distinct and Prim Leagues all over India will 
hold public meetings and pass the following resolution, with such 
modifications as they may be advised and offer prayers by way of 
thanksgiving for being delivered from the unjust Congress regime 


1 trust that all pe meetings will be conducted in an orderly 
manner and with all due sense of humihty, and nothing should be 
donc which will cause offence to any other community because it 1s 
the High Command of the Congress that 1s pnmanly responsible for 
the wrongs that have been done to the Mushms and other minontes 


The Resolution 


“Resolution This public meeting of the Mushms of (name of the 
place) records ws op:mon that the Congress Mimstry has 
conclusively demonstrated and proved the falschood of the Congress 
claim that 1 rceprescnts all intercsts justly and fan by its decidedly 
anti Muslim policy ftos the considcred opimion of this meeting that 
the Congress Mimstry has failed to safeguard the rights and 
mterests of the Muslims and other mmontes interests 


That the Congress Ministry both in the discharge of thar duties 
of the administration and in the legisiature have done their best to 
flout the Muslim opinion to destroy Mushm culture and have 
mtcrfered with their religious and social hfe and wampicd upon their 
economic and polttical nights 


That in matters of difference and disputes the Congress Ministry 
mvanably have sided with, supported and advanced the cause of the 
Hindus in total disregard and to the prejudice of the Muslim intcrests 


The Congress Govemment constantly interfered with the 
Iegiumatk and routine dutics of the disunict officers even in petty 
Matters to the senous detnmment of the Muslims and thereby created 
an atmosphere which spread the belhef amongst the Hindu public that 
there was establishcd a Hindu Ray and cmboldened the Hindus 
mostly Congress men to 11} treat Mushms at vanous places and 
interfere with their clementary nghts of freedom 


This mecting therefore cxpresses its deep sense of relicf at the 
termination of the Congress regime in vanous provinces and 
rejoices in observing this day as the ‘Day of Deliverance from 
tyranny oppression and injustice during the last two and a half ycars 


‘Press statement Srar of india, 7 December 1939 See appendix XVI, Liaquats 
Statement 10 December 1939 
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and prays to God to grant such strength, discipline and organisavion 
to aialen India as to successfully prevent the advent of such qa 
Ministry agai and to establish a truly popular Ministry, which 
would do even yustice to all communities and interests 


Appeal to Viceroy 


“This meeting urges upon His Excelicncy the Govemor of (name 
of the place) and his Council of Advisers to inquire into the 
legitimate grievances of the Muslims and the wrongs done to them 
by the outgoing Congress Ministry, and redress the same at the 
earliest moment mn accordance with the announcements that have 
been made by the Governors m taking over the Government of 
various provinces under Secuon 93 of the Government of India Act 
of 1935. and thus assure people that the new regime stands for 
even justice to all communities and interests concerned" — APJ 
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314 justifies Observance of “Day of Deliverance’™ 


Bombay, December 9 On it being pointed out to Mr Jinnah 
that his appeal to Muslims to celebrate ‘A Day of Deliverance 
and Thanksgiving’ was ii-tmed in view of the mmuincnt 
Congress-League talks, Mr Jinnah explained the circumstances 
which led to the release of his statement at this particular time 
He said 

The Mushm League was fully justified in breathing a sigh of 
rlef on the dcparture of Ministries inimical to Musi: interests 
and in praying our popular Ministrics fully representing the 
popular rather than a Party will This is all that he asked the 
Muslims to do 

He had decided to issuc this appeal wecks ago as soon as the first 
Ministry resigned and had wnitten to the League Secretary in Delht 
to this effect The maticr was, however, delayed duc to the Assam 
Ministry not resigning at the same time as the others, and it was 
then decided to wait ull the new Ministry was fully established 
and aS soon as this occurred, the League Secretary 1ssucd the 
appcal from Delhi It 1s thus clear that the issuc of the appeal 
on the eve of these talks was sheer coimcidence 

As regards the imminent Jinnah-Jawaharlal talks, the only 
thing Mr Jinnah would Ike to say on their eve was what he had 
Staled in his answer to Mr Gandhi’s message to the News 
Chronicle and that was that while he was entirely opposed to 
the Constituent Assembly proposal, he appealed to Mr Gandhi 
to apply his mind to the far more real problem of Hindu-Muslim 
umty and assured Mr Gandhi that he was anxious to do what 
lay in his power to bring about a settlement honourabic to both 
Congress and the League 

It was mm this spirmt alone that he awarted the forthcoming 
tuks with Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru — API 


Press statement, Star of India, 9 December 1939 
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215. Congress Manistries — Wants Inquiry by a Royat 
Commission! 


Bombay, December 13) Mr MA Jinnah has 1ssucd the 
following statement 


“A great deal of unnecess controversy has arisen over my 
appeal to Mushms to celebrate ember 22 as a day of dehverance 
from oppression and, since the guilty do not admit their guilt and 
public memory 1s short, I consider 1t advisable simply to trace the 
events that led to, and the reasons that prompted this appeal To 
commence with the suggested resoluuon says nothing more or less 
than has been said on many previous occasions e very first 
complaint aga:nst Congress rule was made by me very shortly after 
they took office and, in my speech at the Lucknow session of the 
Mushm League 1937, I complained against the compulsory smpging 
of Bande Mataram the question oF the Congress flag and the 
supplaning of Urdu by Himdi and even then I called upon the 
Governors to exercise their special powers 


Congress Caucus Gathered Speed 


“From then onwards the Congress caucus like the proverbial 
steamrolier gathered speed and complaints of oppression began lo 
pour into the Central Office These became so numerous that the 
Council decided to appomt, mm March, 1938, the Pirpur Committee 
which after an claborate and painstaking investigation over all the 
Congress provinces, submitted its report at the Pata session in 


Deucember 1938 The following resolution was there passed ala full 
session 


That having regard to the atrocities that have been committed 
and that the clementary rights of the Mushms have been tramplcd 
upon im a systematic manner in Bihar U P and C P and that the 
Governors of these provinces have failed to redress their gncvances 
or protect even the — elementary mghts of the Musalmans in these 
provinces in spite of all consntutional method adopted so far by 
the Mushms this session of the All India Mushm Leaguc 1s 
thercfore of opimon that the tume has now come to authorise the 
Working Commnttee of the All India Muslim League to decide and 
resort to *Dircet Acuon if and when necessary 


‘During dus tume im order to prevent direct action being 
resorted to [| was repeatedly urging beth the Governors and the 
Cravernor General im person and by correspondence, to exercise 
their special powers and to take executive action to safeguard the 
ngs and intercsis of the minomntics placed by the Constitution 
under their protecuon and it was only on the 17th Apnl 1939 
that the Viceroy imumated that he would take up the matter As 
regards the Congress Ministmes our complaints were dismissed as 
false, frivolous and vexatious and even Mr Gandhi before whom I 
pred our charges as far back as May 1938 side tracked the queshon 
vy owning ‘I beluve Congress Committees have been advised to 
avoid as far as possible all occasions of fmction over Bande Mataram 


‘Press statement, [ribune 14 December 1939 
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and the flag The first two demands have come upon an unexpecting 
public Nevertheless they undoubtedly have to be examined on their 
merits, but 10 does not to me to be fa:rr to antscipate the result of 
the jomt commutiees which, I hope, will come into being without any 


hite 


“With no redress Muslims in certain provinces grew restive and, in 
the C P tgnoring the Working Committee altogether, resorted to direct 
acuon over the Vidya Mandir Scheme 


Direct Action Not Encouraged 


‘I may state here that at no stage did the Working Committce 
favour or encourage direct action and on request being received 
from Bihar in July 1939 for permission to launch direct action the 
Working Committee mstructed the Brhar Mushm League to place 
the whole case before the Governor General, the Governor and the 
Pnme Minister and to report later the result of their representation 
Similar advice was grven to the other Mushm Leagues who 
contemplated similar measures Complaints however, contunued to 
por in and on the 27th August 1939 the Council of the League at 

Ihi passed the following resolution 


(a) Resolved that this Counci]) while deploring the poly of the 
Bnush Government towards the Muslims of India by attempting to 
force upon them against their will a constitution and in partcular 
the Federal Scheme as embodied in the Government of [India Act, 
1935 which allows a permanent hosule communal majority to 
trample upon their religious, poliucal, social) and economic rights, 
and the utter neglect and indifference shown by the Viccroy and the 
Governors in the Congress governed Provinces in exercrsing their 
special powers to protect and secure justice to the minontics ”’ 


In September war was declared and on the 17th of that month, 
the Working Committee reaffirmed the above resolution as one 
of the fundamental conditions of Muslim support and the Viceroy 
realising the gravity of the situation pressed Mr Gandhi and the 
Congress Icaders to come to an agreement with the Mushm Leaguc 
m the provincial sphere on a coalinon basis for at least the duration 
of the war Consequently Babu Rajendra Prasad wrote on the Sth 
October that the Congress was prepared to request Sir Maurice 
Gwyer or some other suitable person to investigate any specific 
Charges which the Muslim League might formulate agarmst the 
Ministnes of the Congress governed Provinces 


Unsound and Unpractical 


“T considered this proposal unsound and unpractical for the 
following reasons First, legally and constitutionally, the Congress 
Working Committee has no place or power in the Constitution 
Secondly the compltamts of the Muslims and other minorities were 
directed against the Governments of certasn provinces who were 
responsible to the legzslatures and the clectorates and not to the 
Working Commutee Thirdly, the proposed resolution of the Working 
Committee could not confer upon the contemplated tnbunal the 
necessary power to summon witmesses and administer oaths Nor 
could the tnbunal compel the pode of documents that might 
be required and finally I wis fo know to whom the tnbunal 
was to report and who would be the final authority to take action, 
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if any, anaes the Munistnes If ths final authority was the 
Working Committee, I pointed out that, in my opimon, it was the 
Working Committee uself that was primarily responsible for the 
injustices and the wrongs commutied and [ also could not beheve 
that any adenine action would be taken agamst the Mimstres in 
vicw of the fact that the Working Committee had sires) decided 
that the Muslim League’s charges were false and unfound 


1 also informed Babu Rajendra Prasad that I had already placed 
the whole matter before the Governor-General and had requested 
him to take executive action without delay to safeguard and to 
secure justice for the mmontes I must explain at this stage, that I 
have never asked either the Govemor General or the Governors to 
act as a judicial tribunal as is suggested in Mr Gandhi s appeal to 
mc What] asked them to do was to takc cxeculive action to redress 
our grievances and by mtervention to secure justice and fai play 
Mr Gandhi's appeal to me to awan the Wicsioy'e Opimon 1s 
therefore based on a wrong assumption and even micrventon 
1s not possible now that the Congress Mimistnics have resigned For 
what then should I wat? However just after my ktter to Babu 
Rajendra Prasad the Congress Minisines resigned to the very 
natural rehef of Mushms and other minorities and I immediatcly 
dccidcd to appeal for the observance of a day to express our relicf 
and to show its intenstly in a manner that would force cars that had 
hitherto been deaf to listen to us I might point out that if our appeals 
had been hcard at the proper ume no such action on our part would 
now be necessary 


This appeat has been variously described as 11] timed 
provocative and anti national and that the Muslims are asked to gloat 
over the departure ‘of an elected government and to welcome an 
othcial administration 1 gladly decal with these pons As regards 
uume my appeal could not appear before 1 did for reasons already 
made pubhc and its connection or effect on Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru s visits dealt with by me at the end of my statement 


As regards provocanhon ict me poimt out the words of my 
appeal I trust that all public mectings wil] be conducted in an 
ordcurly manner with all due sense of humility and nothing should 
be done which will cause offence ta any community ' Howcver to 
make auie clear my msistence that the day 1s ebserved in such 
spint, again state that I look to all distncts and pnmary 
Leagues to ensure that the mecungs are held in that spirit’ Let 
there be no hartals [suike] processions or such demonsirations, 
but kta spint of humility and a mood of reflecuon prevail There 1s 
tehef and gratitude in our hearts, not yoy or tnumph Thirdly it 1s 
extremcly unfair and unjust to contend that the Mushms welcome the 
prescnt admimstration Tt 1s true that we urge upon them to inquire 
into our grievances and to redress them, but thts 1s only because i 
is In their power to do so On the other hand, my appeal emphasizes 
that piovers should be offered for the establishment o truly 


popular Mimstmes, which would do even jusuce to all commumnes 
and interests 


But there 1s one statement on my appeal that I cannot let pass 
coming as it does from such an authormtauve source as the 
Charrman of the Congress Parhamentary Committee I am told 
that all our charges are towlly false and unwarranted, and thal was 
lo be expected, but 1 must take nouce of tus dcclarauon 
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Furthermore, every Premier at my instance had invited his Governor 
unhesitaungly to mtervene in matters affecting the nghts and the 
mnterests of the mmorities whenever the Governor felt that the action 
of the Ministry was not cotrect When Mr Jinnah recently made the 
charges, £ again mstructed every Premier to mvite his Governor's 
attenuon to them as they also affected him and I was mformed 
that the Governors considered the charges unwarranted 


‘The above statement raises a very grave issue for 1t makes the 
Governors accessones after the fact Let me inform Mr Vallabhbhai 
Patel that we have overwhelming evidence in support of our case 
and far from shirking an inquiry, as 1s suggested, I msist that a 
thorough mquiry should now be made by a property constituted 
tribunal vested with all necessary powers and I now ask that a Royal 
Commission be appomted by the British Government of a pure} 
Judicial personnel and composed of judges of ms Mayjesty’s Hig 
Court and under the chairmanship of one of the Law Lords of the Privy 
Couneil I cannot conceive of any objections to this demand from the 
Congress or any other quarter and call upon them to support my 
request 


Before concludmg [ must dcal with Mr Gandhi's appeal and 
Pandit Jawaharlal s visit I would have been inclined to respond 
to Mr Gandhi s appeal had he and othcr Congress leaders pracused 
what they preachcd about the necessity for a cordial atmosphere in 
which a communal agreement might arived at May J remind 
them that a regular crusade beginning with Mr Gandhi himself 1s 
berng carried on agamst the League since the Dell conversations 
took place Mr Gandhi himself simce my conversanon with hint in 
Dealhi in October has in the Maryan dusenbed the Mushm League 
as an agent of umperialism as an obstacle and an obstruction in the 
way of India s freedom and progress and has stated that the Muslim 
League is insatiable 1n its demands since 1 can always look to the 
British Government to fulfil them He evcn threatens the Muslims 
that though they may be hoiding up the country al present they 
cannot do so for long 


Further the Congress press and organisations are carrying on 
propaganda all over adie and abroad discrediting the League and 
attempung to divide the ranks of the Muslims Let me give onc out of 
many cxamplcs in my possession Mr Gandhi 1s, perhaps not aware 
that a secret letter from the Bihar Provmeial Congress Committee, 
the present Congress President s own province 1ssucd from the 
Sadaqat Ashram, PO Drighaghat, Patna and addressed w the 
President of the Distnct Eon ress Committee, Gaya which was 
pub lished m the Star of India’ and which remains uncontradictcd, 
says You are |] hope convinced by this ume that the one 
outstanding question before us awaiting solution is the attainment 
of Hindu-Mushm unity To achieve that’ cnd, it is essential that 
Congress minded and truly nationalist Musalmans of Hindustan 


lated 4 December 1939 publishing the text of the Bihar Congress Committee 
«er as part of letter entutied A Bihar Congress Circular’ from one Mrs A D 
‘aimuddin (Gaya) to the editor Star of india with a warning that its contents are 
Significant and cannot fail to serve as an eye opener to many patnatic Indians, 
Prucularly Mushms ’ The correspondent claums the letter to be ‘a mic copy 
w thou &iving her source 
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have got to become vocal so thal the s! to all progress applied 

by the League should disappear" It 1s hardly necessary for me to 

pnt that daly propaganda on these lines has the exact results that 
r Gandin fears will ensue from my single appeal 


“Now wo deal with the chief objccuon ratsed against my appeal, 
that it will prejudice the communal talks taking place between 
Pandu Nehru and myself Let me inform the public that rather than 
approaching a settlement, as has been widely assumed, such 
discussions have yet to commence The discussions between him and 
other Congress Icaders and myself were of a purely political nature 
and related to the political demands made by the Congress at that 
ume This has been stated by Congress licaders themseives | 
informed them at Dclhi that I could not associat. the Muslhm League 
with any joint demand to the Briush Government uli a Congress 
League agreement had first been arrived at I also informed them 
that no such agreement was possible till the Muslim League was 
recognised as the authontative and the representative organisation 
of the Musalmans of India, and as ths postion was not acceptable 
to them the talks ended on ths point and on Pandit Nehru 
expressing a desire to see me again I gladly agrecd and 1 look 
forward to his visit "— API 
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425 


‘Reply to Mr Gandhi's statement, on the Constitutent 
Assembly, published in the News chronicle [New Era], 14 


December 1939” 


I would have preferred to remain silent, but I am compelled to 
counteract the vigorous one sided propaganda of the Congress, both 
in India and abroad and in fact it is only to defend the Mushm 
League that I speak at al] 


“It was not very long ago that Mr Gandhi gave an mierview to an 
Amencan journalist when he said in meply lo a question, as to what 
his vicw was towards the parties in a democratic India, that there 
was only one party which could deliver the goods and that was the 
Congress Told that there was the Muslim Lcague Mr Gandhi sa:d 
i would not accept any othcr party except the Congress Then it 
was pomted out to hum that if there was to be only one party in India 
the government would be fascist and not democratic Mr Gandhi 
rephed ‘Damn it by whatever name you may there can be only one 
party in India, and that 1s the Congress ’ 


Suddenly Mr Gandhi who was always sceptical about a 
constituent assembly has now become an enthusiastic convert and tls 
champion He has been misrepresenung and insinuating motes to 
the Muska League recently — for instance that the League 1s an 
obstacle to the progress of the country and ts out to sell nsclf to the 
highest Mddcr,° an ms penodical arucies published in the /aryan 
He generally indulges in a campaign of polemmcs and metaphysics, 
afumsa and cruth But his intcrvicw to the News Chronicle 1s for the 
consumption of the Bnush pubhc A more disingenuous statcmcnl it 
would be difficult to find coming from Mr Gandhi and 1t 1s a pity 
itcomes from one who rs a votary of truth His sudden affecuon for 
the Constituent Assembly 1s on a par with what he has only stiven 
for two decades 


The opimen that counts 1s Indian opmion not even the Congress 
opimon India s opimon can be ascertained by the free vote of her 
poopie The only true and democraic method 1s to ascertain their wall 
through adult suffrage or any agreed equivalent The first question 
will be when he says, any agreed cquivalecni to adult suffrage — 
betwcen whom is thew agreement to be amvecd at? Secondly, if 
Bntain 1s not 10 depend on Mushm, Hindu or any other opinion not 


even Congress opimon, then what 1s India’s opinion? 


“Now that the Congress stands exposed that it does not represent 
india and that 2t 1s really a Hindu body Mr Gandhi is plcased 
suddenly to stand for a Consutuent Assembly which, in the present 
conditions of India wll mean a second and larger edition of the 
Congress Having brushed aside the Indian Princes 1gnoring their 
existence altogether he (Mr Gandhi) procecds to lay down a most 
extraordinary proposition I fail to sce he says ‘why Bnitain’s 
mtention about India should be dependent upon Muslim Hindu or 


Statement, Jamil ud Din Ahmad (ed ), Speeches and Wruings of Mr Jinnah, 
opal, pp 115 21 
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any other oprmon Mr Gandhi then proceeds to say, So far as the 
Congress 18 concemed, the people of the Indian States should be 
rcpresented precisely on the same footing as those of Bntssh India 
Who will arrange that? And how are clectorates to be established 
there? And what is to happon to the Treaty nghts and relationships 
between the Bntish Government and the In ‘an Princes? 


Then he proceeds Muslims and other accepted mmonties may he 
represented by separate electorates if necessary * This 1s a concession 
but there 1s no grace in 11 when he further proceeds 10 state that 1 
should be done in cxact proportion to ther numbers He knows 
perfectly well that they will be im a hopeless minonty im the 
Constituent Assembly of Mr Gandhi s concepuion wherc he hopes 
to get a brute majority against the Muslims including other minornics 
He makes a further concession that they will etermine what 15 
requircd for their protection * Is the Constituent Assembly to be bound 
by the minomnty vote as to whatis required for their protccuion and 
for each minority’? And then comes the ominous clause which 1s 
fundamentally wrong and once more shows blind arrogance when he 
says that im aH matters of common interest the composite mayorily 
decision should prevail Therefore the Muslims and other minonucs 
will have to submit to the verdici of that Assembly as to the nature 
character and the form of the future consutuuion of India which will 
presumably be dictated by Mr Gandhi on bchalfof the Congress as for 
instance Mushms and other minorities may prefer a bicamcral 
legislature whereas the Congress controlled majonty of the 


Assembly may decide agamstit— which according to Mr Gandhi 
wll be final 


‘But evidently his newborn faith in the Constituent Assembly 1s 
gctuing shaken a bit already hecause he siys if a better way than the 

onstituent Assembly could be found for knowing the will of the 
poopie so far as T know the Congress will accept wt without 
hesitauoen " Mr Gandhi is neither concumed with the sive of the 
country nor the hitecracy of the masses A truly representative 
assembly presupposes that in order fauhfully to express judgment 
of the people mt can only be consututcd Wf you hive a Fully devclaped 
publ opimon an cluctorate educated and experienced free from 
supersuuien and capable of judging the vital political issues affecting 
the country and not as India stands today composed of castes creeds 
supersuhons and provincial jealoustes quite apart from the main 
division of Bntish Indian States The assembly proposed by Mr 
Gandhi would at best therefore be a packed body manocuvred and 
managed by the Congress caucus [tis surprising when Mr Gandh: 
complacently says that an clecuuon campaign ati uself be sufficient 
education for the BUT pOne of broadly knowin, the popular will But 
havc we not had sufficient cvidenee, under the present Constitution 
though im smaller and more informed clectorates? And what about 
the cxpericnce of the Congress (with us four anna franchise) of abuses 
of powcr and malpractices which were cloquently condemned by Mr 
Gandhi Mmmself? Ht will not be the popular will as Mr Gandhi 


professes, but at will be the will of one community which 1s an 
overwhelming majorly 


But he is anxious, as a friend of Bntam bound by many personal 
tes that she should come out victonous not because of supenonty 
ra the use of arms but because of her will io be just all along the hne ’ 


hens ¢ his anxicty to advise Britarn to follow him to success in the 
war 
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Mr Gandhi's notion of justice 1s to follow what he advises then 
alone 1t can be just J] am constrained to say I wish Mr Gandhi will 
stop airmg views which change from day to day and week to weck, 
aad which consistently perpetuate mconsistencies and apply his mind 
to the only and one question namely, setuung the Hindu Mushm 

uesiion as he, of all the Congress leaders 1s best fitted to represent the 
Hindus as such and he can deliver the goods on behalf of the Hindus 
and bnng about complete adjusunent between the two mayor 
communities and the rest will follow I need hardly reiterate that I am 
wilhng to help to the utmost of my power on behalf of the Muslims 
fowards an honourable solution Apart from this academic discussion 
about a Consntuent Assembly, 1t shows colossal ignorance, both 
historic and consutulional, to expect a foreign wer that 1s 
dominating this country to sign its death warrant e Constitucnt 
Assembly can only be real when it has got the sovereign authonty 
of the people behind it, forged by the people, and who are m a 
posiuon to convene such supreme national body whose decisions 
and verdicts could be respected and honoured and whose fiats and 
writs could be enforced It 1s puenle to ask the Bntsh Government 
in the first mstance, to call a constituent assembly of another nation 
and afterwards have the honour and pnvilege of placing the 
Constitubon framed by this supreme assembly of Irdia on the Statute 
Book of the British Parhament ’— New Era, 14th December 1939 
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217. Deliverance Day “Move is not anti-Hindu’””' 


Bombay, December 17 Mr M A Jinnah, President of the Ajj 
India Muslim Leaguc, has issued the foNowing statement to the 
Press 


In order to raise still further objecuons to the functions on 
December 22, n 1s now being said that my move is anu-Hindu and 
will arouse communal passions I greatly regret that in order to 
discredit the Muslim League the Congress should resort to such 
mischievous and dangerous propaganda Let me once more point 
out that our relief 1s from the opprcssion of the Congress regime only 
and is noi in an way directed against our Hindu fellow countrymen 
as acommunity 


“In fact our chicf obyecuion to the atutude of the Congress 1s that it 
totally prevents the Hindu and the Mushm communities from working 
together mn a manner honourable to both The Mushm League stands 
for justice and fairplay to all whether Mushm or any other 
community and J am glad to have received encouragement and 
support not only from all minontucs but from non Congress Hindus 
also Let me thercfore take this opportunity to appeal to all Indians 
who belicve that the conditions in India necessitate popular rather 
than party Governments which do jusuce to all sections of the people 
rather than to an iremovable majonty to come forward now and to 
make known thar views 


“The functions of December 22 are not Muslim functions directed 
agamst their Hindu fellowmen as a community but a condemnation 
pure and Sunple of the regime of the Congress caucus [ therefore 
most cordially invite all who support this attitude to join and 
Parucipate in our meetings 


League Flag Unfurled 

“Mushims are as anxious as anyone cise i the country thal 
India should be a free nation” declared Mr Jinnah, while unfurling 
the Mustim League Flag this moming before a large audicme 
Mr Jinnah appeaicd to Muslims of India to stand united undcr 
the League banner The Muslims had no enmity with anybods 


but only they claimed the mght to live in the country with 
honour -—— API 


‘Press stttement Star of India 18 December 1939 
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218 Berhampore (Bengal) By-Election — Supports 
Badrudduyga's Candidature' 


Sved Badrudduja, has reccived the following letter trom Mr 
Jinnah, Mount Pleasant Road, Malabar Hill, Bombay, dated 3rd 
December 


Dear Mr Badrudduja I am very glad to hear that you have been 
nominated by the Provincial Mushm Ee nee for the ensuing by 
cicction from the Berhampore Sadar ushim Constituency in 
Binet I have noted that the clection takes place on the 4th January 
194 


I have no hesitation in appealing to the Muslims in general and 
the voters of your constituency to wholehest edly su port your 
candidature and vote solidly for you as the uslim League 
candidate Your success will prove once more the solidarity and 
the unity of the Muslims and will add to the great prestige and 
reputation that the Ali India Muslim League has already acquired 
1] wust therefore that the Bengal Muslims and in particular the 
Berhampore Sadar Mushm Goneuiueney will give you evcry 
support Wishing you all success 


Yours sincercly, 
MA JINNAH 


Leuer, Star of India, 19 December 1939 
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219. Grievances Against Congress High Command and 
not Hindu Community’ 


Bombay, December 22 Mr Jinnah was accorded a prea 
Ovation when he armved at one of the biggest mass rallics of 
Musiims ever scen in Bombay at Muhammad Ali Road which 
began at about 10 am The mosques on cither side of the mecting 
place were Wiuminated Besides Muslims, there were a large 
number of Parsis and members of the Independent Labour Party 
of Dr Ambcdkar, who were also present Prominent among the 
Parsi citzzens at the meeting werc Sir Byramyjee Jeyecbhoy and 
Sir Dinshaw Petit 
Parsi ladies were also among the audience 

Presiding at the mecting, Mr I1 Chundngar, MLA, Deputy 
Leader, Mushm League Party in the Bombay Legislative 
Assembly, quoted numerous instances of Congress Ministry’s 
acuions which he held ito be detmmental to Mushm interests 
Concluding, he supported Mr Jinnah’s demand for a Royal 
Commission 

Before the mecting dispersed at about one o’clock in the 
moming, Mr Jinnah ina dbnef speech declared that the meeting 
was not convened against the Hindu community For the first 
time in the history of the League, all the Minonucs had gathered 
on the same platform He urged all Minontcs to stand united 
Their gnevances were against the Congrcss High Command and 
not agaimst the Hindu community “The policy of thrs Fascist 
Grand Council’, he said, “1s based on falschood and hypocnsy 
We must expose them * — API 


‘Public speech, Star of India, 23 December 1939 
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220 Deliverance Day A “Complete Success”™ 


Bombay, December 25. On the occasion of his 64th birthday 
today, Mr MA Jinnah, President of the All India Mushm 
League, has received numerous tclegrams of fclicitations from 
all parts of the country and abroad He spent his birthday quitcly 
at his home Many fnends called on him today to offer their 
congratulations personally The Bombay Provincial Mushm 
League has arranged many meetings tonight to celebrate ‘Jinnah 
Day’ “My hobby? I am very fond of carpets I love Persian 
arpets and IT cannot simply resist it if IT sce a good carpet and 
however hard up I may be, — buy WwW” said Mr Jimnahto 
Prussmen who called on him today 

While declining to comment on the present political 
developments in the country, Mr Jinnah said “‘The greatest day 
inmy hfe was when I heard that the Federal Scheme was 
suspended, and a sul greater moment will be when it 15 
definitely buned ” 

“Deliverance Day’’ 

He expressed satisfaction at the success which attended the 
Deliverance Day” celebrations “From the Press reports as well 
is pnvate letter and telegrams” he addcd, “‘that I have received I 
am happy to find that the ‘Del:vcrance Day’ was observed 
throughout India with complete success in an orderly and 
disciplined manner and observing itt truly in other spint which 
Was expected of the great community It has in one’ bound 
established the solidarity, unity and dignity of Muslim India Hs 
rmmarkable sigmficance cannot be ovcrlooked, cspecially the 
fact Of the other minontics and their Ieaders and even non- 
Congress Hindus having joined and = supported us clearly 
demonstrates the attttude of justice and fair play to all for 
“hich the Mushm League stands I sincerely hope that the 
Lisson of this great demonstration will not be lost on all those 
who are responsible for moulding the future destiny of India” 
~ API 


“Scws report, Star of India, 26 December 1939 


432 THE NATION'S Voice 


221. Anatoha Suffering—Message to Turkish President? 


Matheran (Bombay), January 2 Mr M A Jinnah, Presidentol 
the All India Muslim League, has sent a telegram to the Presidem 
of the Turkish Republic conveying the See of the Muslims 


of India to the Turkish people in Anatolia The following 1s the text 
of the message 


“President Inonu, Turkish Government, Ankara, Turkey Please 
accept ete and sincerest sympathies of Mushmsof Indiaon Anatcha 


suffenn ¢ share the sorrow of the Turkish people Jinnah President 
Mushm League India "* —APE 


‘ Message of sympathy Star of India, 2 January 1940 
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272 Nehru’s Refusal to Treat ML as “Authoritative and 
Representative Organisation” of Mushms' 


The tustory of yet another attempt to compose Congress-League 
differences 1s set forth 1n a sencs of letters exchanged last month 
miacen Mr M A _ Jinnah, President of the AH India Muslim 
{ cague, and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru Mr Jinnah has released the 
correspondence Mr Jinnah, while hoping for a solution, reiterates 
th. League demand for recognition as the “authontative and 
nprescntative organisation of Muslims in India” Refermng to the 
Congress demand for a declaration by Britain of her war aims, he 
savs that the League cannot endorse that demand as laid down in the 
Woking Committee’s resolution on the subject Defining 
Congress’ attitude, Pandit Nehru states that the Congress does 
mgard the Leaguc as an influcntial organisation of Muslims, but not 
as the sole representative of the Muslims of India Finally, the 
Pandit states that as he and Mr Jinnah have not found somc 
common ground for discussion, there can be no use continuing the 
m LOU ALLONS 


Bombay, January 7, 1940 Mr M A Jinnah, President of the All 
India Muslim Leagues, states 


[ repret to find that Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru during his recent tour 
im the Punyib and elsewhere has thought fit to attack me in 4 manner 
unworthy of any responsible leader Hc accuscs me of bemg bent upon 
the preservation of Brush dominivon over india which F can only 
characterise as not only unwarranted but mean The reasons for his 
te fusing to continue his talks with mc as given by him are far from 
cormcet are mislcading and unfair 


] would not further comment upon his reckless and inrcsponsible 
pronou necments but IT shill rest content with releasing the 
correspondence between us on the subject This will show the truc 
reasons for his refusing to procecd further in the miattcr and I Ieave itto 
the public to judge the impossible atutude thatis bung takcn up by him 
ind the Congress 


The Correspondence 1s given below 
trom Pandit Nehru to Mr Jimnah dated December 1, 1939, from 


\ltahabad 


My dear Jinnah 


When we met lastin Delhi it was agreed that we should mcet again 
lo discuss vanous aspects of the communal problem You told me that 
on your return to Bombay you would wriic to me suggesting some date 
forsuch ameeung | have becn looking forward to your Iettcr since then 
Thope that whenever itis convenient for you to fix adate you will kindly 
kitme know 


Str Stafford Cripps 1s coming India soon, ands likely to spend two 
or three weeks in this country He 1s on his way to China [ do not yet 


Cormcspondence Statesman, 8 January 1940 
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exactly know when he will reach here, but probably he will come in 
about a weck’s time Dunng his brief stay in India he would lke to meet 
you tf that1s possible Ido not know his programme at all, nordo I know 
what cities he intends visiting But I take 1 that he will go to Bombay 
Could you kindly let me know if you are hkely to be in Horibay about 
the third week of this month or later? This information might help him 
to arrange his programme He 1s coming by air and wall land m 
Allahabad Yours sincerely,Jawaharlal Nehru 


From Mr Jinnah to Pandit Nehru, dated December 4, 1939, trom 
Bombay 


My dear Jawahar, 

Tam inreceipt of your ietter of the December 1, and thank you for it 
As al present advised 1 hope to be m Bombay for the next two or three 
wecks and if itis convenient to you | shall be very glad to see you and 
fix up any date that may suit you Please therefore let me know what 
date and time will suit you 


‘Asregards Sar Stafford Cripps Ereceieda leticr from him and I have 
already rephed to him care of your address as directed by him and as [ 
have alrcady staicd 1 shall be here in Bombay and as he 1 armving at 
Allahabad on the 8th, as | understand from his letter I shall be very glad 
to see him when he 1s in Bombay On hearing from him | shall fix up also 
the date and time that may suit him Yours sincercly Jinnah’ 


From Pandit Nehru to Mr Jinnah dated December 9, 1939 


Me dear Jinnah, 

wa days ago I sent you a leuer informing you that I intended going 
to Bombay soon and hoped to mcct you there Yes lerday mormung I rcad 
in the newspapers your statement fixing December 22 as a day of 
deliverance and thanks giving as a mark of relicf that the Congress 
Governments have at last ceascd to function [have read this statUement 
very carcfully more than once and have given 24 hours thought to the 
matter [tis not for me im this Ietter, to enter into any controversy about 
facts or umpressions or conclusions You know my views about these 
formed, I hope in all carnestness and with all desirc to find the truth It 


may be that lam mistaken, but! have sought more light and thal hight has 
not come 


‘But what has oppressed me ternbly since yesterday 1s the realisation 
thal our sense of values and objectives in hfe and pohncs differs so very 
Go T had hoped, after our conversations that this was not so grcal 

ul now the gulf appears to be widcr than ever Under these 
circumstances | wondcr what purpose will be served by our discussing 
with cach other the problems that confront us There must be some 
common ground for discussion to yield fruit FE think I owe it to you as 
well as to myscll to pui this difficulty before you 


You werc good enough to show mein Delhra Ictier you had received 
from Biynor Tenquired into the matter andj am mformed that the version 
of fac ts given io yours not correct and 1s wholly misicading H you would 
cam to have an expkanation of what happened I could obtam 1 for you 
fram Biynor For this p © Ll would hke 10 have a copy of the Icttcr 
you showed me im Delhi Yours sincerely, Jawaharlal Nehru 


From Mr Jinnah to Pandit Nehru, dated Decembcr 13, from 
Bombay 
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‘Dear Jawaharlal, 

Iam inrecerpt of your letter of the December 9 I did not know where 
to address my reply to you as your movements were reported m the press 
to be uncertain The atest announcement 1s that you are arriving on 
December 14 and I am thercfore sending this Ictter to your Bombay 
address I quite agree with youthat there must be some common ground 
for discussion some common obj)ecctive aimed at for that discussion lo 
yicld fruit’ That 1s the very reason why I made it cicar in our 
conversauons at Delhi in October jast to Mr Gandhi and yourself first 
that so long as the Congress 1s not prepared to treat the Mushm League 
as the authoritative and representative organisation of the Musaimans of 
India it was not possible to carry on talks regarding the Hindu Mushm 
sutticment as that was the basis laid down by the Working Commiticc of 
the All India Muslim League and second, that we cannot endorse the 
Congress demand for the declaration as laid down in the resoluuon of the 
Working Committee confirmed by the All india Congress Committee on 
October 10 1939 apart from the nebulous and umpracucable character 
of it ull we reach an agreement with regard to the minonty problem The 
Mushm League was also not satashicd with the declaration made by the 
Viccroy If happily we could settle the Hindu Muslim question then we 
would be in 2 position to evolve an agreed formula for a demand of 
declaration by His Majesty s Government that would satisfy us Nether 
the first nor the second suggestion of mine was acceptable to Mr Gandhi 
or to yourself at Delhi but you were good enough to express your wish 
that you would hike to meet me again and I said that } would be always 
glad lo see you Inreply to your letter of the December 1, expressing your 
wish to sce mc in Bombay I mformed you that! shall be in Bombay ull 
the third week of December and I shall be glad to sce you, and Ic an on! 
say that sf you desire to discuss the matter further ] am at your disposa 


As regards your reference to the Biynor incident [am surc that you 
wil agree with me that it requires a thorough judicial examination and 
enquiry before any conclusion can be arnmved at and itis hardly worth 
our while to deal with one mstance, for in my judgment the whole 
working of the constitution and our charges against the Congress 
Government must be thoroughly examined by a Royal Commission Yours 
sincercly MA Jinnah 


From Pandit Nehru to Mr Jinnah dated December 14, 1939, from 
Bombay 


My dear Jinnah, 
hank you for your letter of the December 13 which was delivered to 
me in the forenoon today on my arnvalhere [sent you my iast leticr from 
Allahabad after reading and giving full thought to your statement about 
the celcbrauon of a ’Day of Dehvcrance and thanksgiving’ by Muslims 
This statement had distressed me greatly as 11 made me realise that the 
ulf that separated us in our approach to public probicms was very great 
n view of this fundamental difference, I wondered what common 
noe there was for discussion and I pul my difficulty before you That 
ifficuity remains 


“In your Jctter you have emphasized two other preluminary conditions 
before any common ground for discussion can arise The first 1s that the 
Congress must trest the Mushm League as the authontative and 
Tepresentative orgamisahon of the Musalmans of Indra The Congress 
has always considered the League as a very important and influcnial 
orgamsauon of the Mushms and 11 1s because of this that we have been 
Cager to seule any differences thal may cxistbetweenus Bul presumably 
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what you suggest 1s something morc and involves some kind of 
repudiation by us or ehasseration torn other Mushms who are not in the 
League There are, as you know a large number of Muslims in the 
Congress, who have been and are our closest colleagues There are 
Muslim organisations hke the Jamiat ul-Ulema, the All Indra Shia 
Conference, the Majlis-e Ahrar, the All India Momin Conference etc , 
apart from trade unions and peasant un:ons which have many Mushms 
as their members As a general rule many of these organisations and 
individuals have adopted the same polical platters as we have donc in 


the Onkess We cannot possibly dissociate ourselves from them or 
disown them in any way 


You have nghtly pointed out on many occasions that the Congress 
does not represent everybody in India OF course not Ii does not 
represent those who disagree with it, whether they are Mushms or 
Hindus [In the ulumate analysis it represents iis members and 
sympathiscrs So also the Mushim League as any othcr organisation 
reprcsenis its own members and sympathisers But there is this vital 
difference that while the Congress consututionally has ils membership 
open to all who subsenbe to its objective and methods the Mushm 
League 1s only open to Muslims Thus the Congress consutunonally his 
a national basis and 11 Cannot givc thal up ion pulang an end to its 
existence There are many Hindus as youknow inthe Hindu) Mahasabha 
who oppose the idea of the Congress represcnting the Hindus as such 
Then there are the Sikhs and others who clan that they should be heard 
when communal matters arc considcred 


‘Tam afraid thercfore thatif your desire 15 that we should consider the 
Leaguc as the sole organisation representing the Mushimstothe cxclusion 
of ali others, we arc wholly unable to accede to it It would be equally at 
varrance with facts if we made a similar claim for the Congress 1n spite 
of the vastness of the Congress organisauion But! would venture to say 
that questions do not arisc when two organisauions deal with cach other 
and consider problems of mutual interest 


“Yours second pomtis that the Muslim League cannot endorse the 
Conegrcss demand for a dcclaration from the British Government I regret 
to learn this for this means that apart from communal questions we 
differ entircly en purcly political grounds The Congress demand 1s 
essentially for 2 declaration of war aims and more cspecrally for a 
declaration of Indian independence and the nght of the Indian people to 
frame thor ownconstnution withoutextcmat mterference Ifthe Muslim 
League docs not agree to this this means that our political objecuves are 
wholly dissimilar The Congress demand 1s not new [tis mherent in 
article one of the Congress and all our policy for many years past has 
been based on it [tis inconceivablic to me how the Congress can give 
it up or cven vary it Personally f would be entirely opposed to any 
attempt at vanation But this is net a personal matter There 15 a 
resolution of the All India Congress Commiutiec endorsed by a thousand 
mectings all ovcr India and J am powerless to 1gnore 1t 


ft thus seems that pohucaily we have no common ground and that our 
objecuves are different That in itself makes discussion difficult and 
fruiticss What led me to write my last letter to you also remains the 
prospect of a celebration of a Day of Deliverance by the Muslims as 
Suggested by you That raises very vital and far reaching issues mo 
which I need not go now but which must imfluence all of us That 
approach to the communal problem cannot be reconciled with an attempt 
to solve it 1 feel therefore that 1 will serve hule purpose for us to meet 
at this stage and under these conditions with this background I should 
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luke to assure you however that we are always pr to have free and 
frank discussions of the communal! or other problems as between the 
Congress and the League 


I note what eae say about the Biynor incident It has been our 
misfortune that charges are made 1n a one-sided way, and they are never 
mquired into or disposed of You will appreciate that it 1s very easy to 
make complaints and very unsafe torely upon them without due inquiry 
Yours sincerely Jawaharlal Nehru ’ 


trom Mr Jinnah to Pandit Nehru, dated December 15, 1939, 
Bombay 


Dear Jawaharial 

fam im receipt of your Ietterof the Ducember 14 1939 and! am sorry 
to say that you have not appreciated my position with regard to the 
second poimt I did not say that Mushm League cannot endorse the 
Congress demand for a declaraion from the Bnush Government What 
f have said was that we cannot endorse the Congress dumand for the 
declaration as laid down tn the resolunon of the working commuttce and 
confirmcd by the Ail india Congress Committee of the Octobcr 10 1939 
for the reasons T have already specificd in my leticr If this resoluuon of 
the Congress cannot be modified in any way and as you say that 
personally you would be enurcly opposed to any aliempl at vanation of 
wand as you make it clear that you arc wholly unablc to trcat with the 
Muslim League as the authoritative and representative organisabon of 
the Musalmans of India may I know in these circumstances what do you 
expect or wish me to de Yours sincerely Mr M A Jinnah ’ 


Trom Pandit Nehru to Mr Jinnah, dated December 16, 1939 


My dear Jinnah 

Thank you for your letter of December 15 Trcalise the difference you 
have pomtcd out Of course the Mushm League cannot oppose the idea 
of any declaration What the Congrcss had asked for was an cnunciation 
of war aims and a recognition of India s independence and the night of 
her people to frame their constutuuoen a mght that must necessarily be 
inherent im independence All these are basic principles which flow from 
our obycctive of independence and as the Mushm Leaguc has the same 
declared objective there should be no difference of opinion about them 
In the application of these principles many important maticrs will no 
doubt have to be considcred But so far as the basic demands are 
concemed, they arc of the very esscncc of Indian nahonalism To give 
them up or to vary them materially is to knock down our case for 
indc pendence 


‘In regard to the war also the Congress has repeatcdly declared 1ts 
policy during the last cleven years The present declaranon 1s a logical 
outcome of that policy I have personally had some share in shaping this 
pohcy and I have attached importance to 1t You will appreciate thal 3 
ws exceedingly difficult: apart from the qucsuon of ak lo vary 
such long established and fundamental policies These policics are 
politic alin their essence and TI would venture to say are the only pohcies 
which flow from a demand for Indian freedom Detals may be 
considered and discussed their application should be worked out in 
mutual cocperahion and in particular the interests of vanous groups and 
minontues should be considered carefully and protected ut to 
challenge the very basis of that declaration 1s to demonstrate that there 
is a great difference in poliucal outlook and policies This as such has 
nothing to do with the Hindu Musihm problem 111s because of this that 
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I feel that there ts lute m common in our pohucal obyecuves 


‘May Isay agam thatno oncon our behalf so far asi know challenges 
or minimises the authonty influence and importance of the Musim 
League It1s for this reason that we have been eager to discuss matters 
with it and to arrive at a satisfactory solution of the problems thar 
confront us Unfortunately we never secm to reach even the proper 
discussion of these problems as vanous hurdles and obstructions 1n the 
shape of condiuons precedent come in our way These cond:nons 
precedent, as | have ventured to point out to you have far reaching 
significance J do not know why they should be allowed to obstruct all 
progress or prevent us from considering these problems Jt should not be 
difficult to remove these hurdics and come to gnps withthe subject self 
But as these hurdles continue and others arc added to them, I am 
compelled to think that the real difficulty 1s the difference in politcal 
outlook and obycctrves 


‘At the present moment the decision to have an all Incha 
demonstration on December 22nd has added a psychological bamer 
which effectively prevents mutual ape) and discussion [regret this 
exceedingly and have earmestly wished thal you would see your way to 
remove this barner which 1s leading and can only lead to 1] will I stull 
hope that you may be able to do so _I do wish to assure you that for my 
part | do nol want 1o leave any stone unturned which can tead to mutual 
understanding and settlement But you will not have mc asI donot want 
to have you jcave integrity of mind and purpose 1 pursuit of anything 
Nothmg worthwhile can be gained that way J have decp pohical 
convictions and | have laboured im accordance with them these many 
years TF cannot leave them at any time, much less now when the world 
is in the throes of a ternfic cmsis Yours sincerely Jawaharlal Nehra — 
Associated Press 
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223 Appeals to all Indians—Absta.in from Congress 
Independence Day Ceremomes on 26 January! 


Rajkot, January 23° Mr MA _ Jinnah has issued the following 
stalement to the Press 


I find that even Congress men are realising that the Independence 
Day pledge’ as amended or with the addendum is a camouflage 15 not 
genuine im 31s conception and is humilaaung, and 11 must fail on 1s 
cxccution and its objectuve to achicve independence pure and simple’ 
The Congress High Command from the latcst wntngs of Mr Gandhi 
are oul for a compromise with the Viceroy under paramounicy in a 
manner such as would once more revive the genti-men’s agreement and 
the alliance with the British Government in order that Musalmans and 
minorities and other interests may be placed at their mercy once more 
for them to begin their process of crushing them downnght The 
Congress High Command directed the Mimstrics toresign as a bluff and 
they arc dying to get back because the Viccroy has called the bluff 


So far the trouble has been that Lord Linlithgow was perforce 
obliged to refuse owing to the growing strength of the Muslim League 
lo treat the Congress as the only mouthpiece of India and thercfore was 
unable to please the High Command as he realiscd that such a course 
would involve great msk to the Bntsh Governmcnt cspecially at this 

uncture if the Musalmans and the minorities and other mterests are to 

ignored or sacritiwed Mr Gandhi having once tasted the power that 
was given to the High Command by means of assurances thal special 
powers would not be used by the Govemors or the Governor General 
would want more if he is allowed to cross the ts and dotthe 1 sin what 
he finds germs of asectlementin the Viceroy sreccnt specch at Bombay 


But I wish to sinke a note ef caution and I hope the Viccroy and the 
Brntsh Govemment fully realise that any repceution of such a position in 
which the guarantees already given to the mimonties are not 
implemented or are not honourcd m pracucc will create the gravest 
ensis m India and Mushm India will resist it by all the mcans in therr 
power and will not shnnk from making any sacnfice The Bnush 
Crovernmcnt will be wholly responsible Tor the consequences if they 
yield or are stampeded by threats and coercion by one party 


t appeal to Musalmans all over the country in partucular and also to 
my non Musiim countrymen not to have anything to do with 
Indcpendence Day on January 26 as it1s intended to deceive the people 
under the Iure and guise of Independence Mr Gandhi s meaning of 
independence vanes from ume to time and I] hope the Musalmans will 
not fall into this wap "—AP 


Press stalement, Civil & Military Gazette 24 January 1940 

Ru Working Committee of the Indian National Congress, atits annual session 

Pi ae on 2 January 1930, decided to observe Sunday 26 January 1930 as 

Jang we 27 (ull independence) Day all over India In the subsequent years, 26 

eaese ay ‘ame to be obscrved as “Independence Day” After 1950 when India s 

Dar Coe became opcrative, the day came lo be observed as India’s Repabhec 
¢t appendix KXH 35 
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224 Muslim Grievances in Bhavnagar State—Appeals to 
Maharaja for “Justice’”! 


Rajkot, January 23. Mr Jinnah and the other members of the 
Muslim League Deputation now on tour in Kathiawar addressed a 
mecting last night in Raykot The mayonty of the audience was 
Hindu Mr Osman Memon, President of the Kathtawar Musiim 
League, presided Mr Mcmon cnumcratcd Muslim gnevances 
against the Congress He declared that the Press was now tn thc 
hands of the Congress and stressed the need for an independcm 
Press of the League He urged nch Muslims to contnbute to the 
fund for this purpose Mr Chundrigar, amember of the deputation, 
also made an appcal to start a League newspaper 


Bhavnagar 


Mr Jinnah, speaking 1n Urdu, dwelt on the events of last year and 
congratulated the Muslims on the part they had played dunng th 
Rajkot movement He also thanked them for the reccpuon they h id 
accorded the deputation He said that reports were constantly being 
received that injustice was being donc to Muslims in Bhavnagar 
He hoped that the Maharaja of Bhavnangar would sce that the 
grievances were redressed and justice donc —API 


"News report Star of india, 25 January 1940 
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225 “No Quarrel With any Community’’! 


jetpur, January 24° An enthusiastic welcome was accorded to 
Mr Jinnah and party yesterday on their arrival at Gondal from 
Rajkot A large procession was taken out from the station and 1t 
nassed through the main bazar which had been decorated with 
arches and buntings En route Mushm merchants garlanded the 
members of the deputation The procession terminatcd at the State 
gucst house In the afternoon Gondal Mushms presented Mr 
Jinnah with an address Mr Noor Muhammad Ahmed, who was in 
the Chair, paid a tribute to Mr Jinnah for his services in the cause 
of Mushms Donations of Rs 6,000 for the Press fund werc 
announced 


Mr Jinnah replying thanked Gondal Mushms for the welcome 
given to the delegation Explaining the aims of the League, Mr 
Jinnah said “We do not wish to quarre] with any community We 
want Lo preserve and guard ourinherent nghts Some Hindu Icaders 
were, however, out to crush Muslims and I must warn them that this 
cannot be 1olcrated 


Continuing, he said that he knew His Highness the Maharaja of 
Gondal for years and he knew that Gondal Muslims were fortunate 
in having such a just, fairrand upnght Ruler Mr Jinnah had tca at 
the palace with the Maharaja of Gondal pnor to his departure for 
Dhorayy —AP 


Public speech, Civil & Military Gazette, 25 January 1940 
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226. Appeals to Bantva Mushms—“Contribute 
Generously to Press Fund’”? 


Bantva, January 26 A mecting of the Muslims of Bantva was 
held on Wednesday night (24 January] to welcome the Mushm 
League deputation led by Mr Jinnah, Seth Husein Kassam Dada 
was in the chair An address of welcome was read by Seth Adamj 
Hay) Par Muhammad 1n which a tnbute was paid to Mr Jinnah for 
his services to his community 


Mr Jinnah explained the obyects of the tour He said that if 4 
mighty orgamisation like the Congress was to be faced with us great 
means and vasi resources, the League would have also to prepare 
iwsclf on the same lines as the Congress If the Mushms wanted to 
exist and have a future they would have to build up resources Mr 
Jinnah said that there were many rich Muslims in Bantva and he 
appealed to them to contmbute gencrousty to the Press Fund He 
cited in this connection the example of Lord Nuffield? 


Mr Chundngar and Mr Khandwan, other members of the 
deputation, also spoke The mecting ended at 100 am and th 
deputation procecded to Porbunder —-AP 


‘Pubh speech Civil & Military Gazetie, 27 January 1940 


*Nuffield, Wullham Richard Marns 141 Viscount, b 1877 Brush motor magnat 
and philanthropist started in the cycle business and by 1910 was manufactunn: 
Prototypes of Moms Oxford cars was the first Bnush manufacturer lo develop th 
mass production of cheapcars received a baronetcy in 1929 and was raised to the 
paczage in 1934 used part of his vast fortune to benef hospials chanties and 


ford Universit 194 I 
Serie ace yy Le pais saaehed the Nufficld Foundanon for medica 
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227 “Strengthen the League and Equip it Best” 


Junagadh, January 25- Mr Jinnah and party reached Dhoraji 
yesterday an hour later than the fixed ume Large crowds of 
Muslims awaited the arnval of the deputation Though a procession 
was formed 1t had to be cut off abruptly mn the middie as the crowd 
became unruly and made a rush on Mr Jinnah’s car Mr Jinnah 
then drove straight to his residence After dinner Mr Jinnah 
dehberated 1n private with the Ilcading Muslims probably about the 
Press fund As Mr Jinnah was pressed to address the public which 
wads gathering near his residence late at 10-15 pm , he came out in 
the compound of his residence and attended a mecung 


Mr Noor Muhammad Ahmcd of Gondal, who was proposed to 
the Chair, appealed to the audience to make Mr Jinnah’s tour 
successful by giving him the required funds for the furtherance of 
Muslim intcrests Mr Chundngar, M L A , then spoke for about an 
hour He explained the present situation in British India and the 
plight of Muslims after the introduction of autonomy Speaking 
about the need for a League Press, he deplored that present-day 
journals should be under the Congress control He said that 
proscni-day battles im Indta were fought with the pen and 
propaganda and hence the need for an independent Press for the 
I cague 


Mr Jinnah delivered a short specch as it was alrcady midnight 
He tnanked them for their cord1al welcome and appealed to them to 
sink their differences and rally round the League banner forif they 
wore united they could face any power Mr Jinnah reached here 
{rom Dhoray: at 12 noon where the local Jamiat accordeda_ recepuion 
to him and the members of the deputations at which Kazi Akhtar, 
President of the Jamrat, welcomed them Mr Jinnah speaking on 
the occasion stressed the need for united action by Muslims at this 
cnuical juncture and exhorted the audience to strengthen the League 
bv helping him toequip 11 best so that Muslims may also secure their 
due place with honour in a free India Mr Jinnah was glad to 
announce the contributions of Rs 30,000 from Dhoraj: and 
Rs 2,500 from Junagadh, Veraval and Wanthalijomuly After about 
ee and a half, the delegation procecded to Mangrol by car — 


‘Public speech, Civil & Miluary Gazette, 27 January 1940 
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228. “A Platform and a Press We must have’™ 


Porbunder, January 27 At Porbunder Mr Jinnah addressed a 
largcly attended mecting, presided over by Hat Abubakkcer 
Zavery, Mr Jinnah, [tounng the Kathiawar States], said that the 
Starting of a Muslim League press was the only weapon to fight 

Witical batlles inthese days “A platform and apress we musthave 
if we are to exist’, he added 


Mr Jinnah traced the events that followed the introduction of 
provincial autonomy and subsequent actions of the Congress to 
“suppress the Muslim League” Mr Jinnah charactensed ‘the 
assurances extracted from the Govemors against the use of their 
special powers as an indication of the desire that the Govemors 
should not intervene for the protection of Muslims and Minoritics 
Mr Jinnah said that he had repeatedly extended the hand ol 
fnendship and co-operation to the Congress in the Common task ol 
achieving freedom, but the Congress had rejected the offer Mr 
Jinnah paid tribute to the Maharana of Porbunder for a just and fait 
rule which had kept his Muslim subjects contented 


Mr Jinnah drove with the Maharana of Porbunder — AP 


‘Pubhe specch Star of fimdar 29 Januan 1940 
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229 Warns Britain—‘No Settlement Can be Forced on 
Muslims’””! 


Ahmedabad Regarding the Bntish Government's atutude, as 
disclosed by Sir Hugh O'Neill? in the House of Commons, towards 
his demand for a Royal Commission to inquire into the treatment 
of minonties by Congress Govemmenis,? Mr Jinnahin astatement 
Says 


We are informed that London “scouts’* our just demand to 
appoint an impartial yudicial tnbunal, namcly a Roval Commission 
tO Inquire into Our Charges Of a very senous Character about the 
tvranny and oppression practised over Musalmans in Congress- 
govermed provinces Sir Hugh O’Neill 1s reported to have said that 
he could not believe that the interests of either party to the dispute 
or of the peoples of India as a whole would be served by a formal 
inquiry into the matter Underline the word “formal” What docs 
this mean? This unreasonable reply has imposed an additional task 
upon us We shall try to remove his wrong belief when he says that 
IL tS Not in the interests of the peopic to do justice He is cnurcly 
mistaken when he says that such an inquiry would embitter Hindus 
and Mushms [tis a charge against the Congress High Command 
and the Congress Ministries which must be investigated in order 
10 stop a recurrence or repetition of it 


“Ipnorance”’ 


Mr Jinnahadded My attention has also bocn drawn to an article 


"Press statement Civil & Military Gazette 30 January 1940 


B 1883 cdn Eton and Oxford Barmster at Liw Inner Temple 1909 joincd 

Army and served in France 1915 17 Mayor 1918 Member Northem Ircland 

Purhament 1921 29 Spcaker of House of Commons of Northern Ircl ind 1921 

29° Chairman of Conscrvatuve Party Members Committec 1935 39, 

Parhamentiry Under Secretary of State ioe India ind Burma Scptcmbcr 1939 

May 1940 Father of the House of Commons 1951 52) created Buon 1953 
) 


‘Following report appeared in Stale sman 26 January 1910 


‘Mr Jinnah’s Charges—Inquiry would embitter Communal Feeling— 
London, January 25 [In the House of Commons todav asked whether it was 
proposed to held an inquiry into the allegations made by Mr Jinnah, Presidcnt 
of the All India Mushm League with regard to the treatment of mmontcs by 
Congress Governments Sir Hugh © Neill Under Sccrctary of State for India 
said that he could not believe that the micrests of cithcr partly to the dispute or 
of the pcoples of India as a Whole would be scrved by a formal inquiry into the 
matter Any such inquiry would necessarily have to proceed on the cvidence 
taken all over India and would last many months dumng the course of which the 
communal fceling which had already been displayed might be embittered — 
Reuter 


“means to reyect an idea with scom 
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in the London Times This paper 1s generally well-informed, but 
when it says that the All India Muslim Leaguc 1s not an authoniative 
and representative organisation of the Mushms of India tt 1s misled 
completcly, showing ignorance of the actual position in India 
today ) Of course the League 15 not the only Muslim organisation 


'The key sentences in The Fimes’ cditormal cntiled ‘Towards Setllement 
mn Endre’ in us iwsue of 20 January 1940 on which Jinnah had commented were 
as follows 


The demand of secuons of the Congress Party that the British 
Government should stand aside and allow them the sole voice in framing 
tne destinics of India—for that 1s the meansimng of ther claim that the 
National Congress 1s the only representative Indian pany—s aluogether 
inadmissible At the same time the attitude of the Ail india Mushm League 
and more particularly of its president Mr Jinnah scemis also to be open to 
enticism Inthe first place the Leigue although the number ofits membcrs 
WmMpressive no more represents Mushim India than the Congress Party 
represents India as awhole There are many Muslim bodies which do not 
follow Mr Jinnah 5s leid and uw may be added that by no means all the 
members of the League arc contcnt with his cadership In the second place 
some of his recent uttcranecs have given the impression that the Brush 
pohcy of defending the lawful intcrests of mmoriics has cncouraged him 
and his followers to think that members of the Muslim League are entutled 
to veto any and every constitubonal advance simply bec asue they are a 
minority 


A purtcly negative attitude of that kind 15 1c ally gust as great in obstacle 
to poliic al progress on democr she hines as are the totalitarian claims of the 
more advanced members of the Congress P arty 


However the Delhi cormspondent of Ae James reported nine days | ater 


‘Indian Minorities and € ongress—British Pohcy (From our own 
correspondent) 


Delhi, January 29 The public won in India of an myudicious sclccuon of 
extracts from the leading article which appe arcd in fhe dimes on January 20 
has creaicd some controversy and objection to some parts of the arncie has 
been taken both by Congress and Mushm Lc wuc spokesmen The Press as 
a whole published aversion of the leadur supphed by an agency but this was 
supplemented later by the public sation in one newspiper of 4 special extract 
See with the Mustim Le spuc and its president Mr Jinnah Much polinical 
capital has boon made of this particular extract in the Nationahst Press 


Phe Jumes declared that the Muslim League did not re present all Mushms 
any morc than C ongress represented India asa whole but Mr Jmnah asserts 
that fhe Fines 15 ignorant of the current situation if it says Uhat the League 
isnot an authoritative and representative org intzaiion of Muslims He admits 
unitthe League docs not represent cent per cent of the Muslims in the 
country —which was what fhe lunes said Mr Jinnah adds that /he Fumes 
1s making a great mistake if itis under the ampression that any settiement can 
be forced on the Muslims under the ac gis of the Briush without their approval 


and consent But as the published cxtracts show no such policy was proposed 
by lhe Tames 


Brash policy in the present controversy has been bascd on the theory that 
Tnonues and particularly Musiims should be satsficd with that form of 
Consutuvion under which they expectiolve Such sausfacuoncan come only 
from some form of negotiated agreement between Congress and the Mushm 
League and mpanmial observers contend that both partres must readjust their 
polices if such agreement is to be reached No scuiement of this issue can be 


imposed by the British who can only use thar good offices m bnnging it 
about The [imey, 30 January 1940 
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inthe country nor does it represent cent per cent of the Mushms 1n 
the country, which 1t 1s impossible for any organisation to do in any 
country But I venture to state without fear of contradiction today 
‘hat 1t represents the Mushm nation more truly and cffectively than 
His Majesty’s present Govemment represents the British nation 


“The London Times 1s making a great mistake if 1118 under the 
impression that any settlement could be forced on Muslims under 
ihe acgis of the Bntish Govemment without their approval and 
consent The Muslims are not prepared to leave their fate and future 
desuny in the hands of anybody They alonc arc the final judges of 
what 1S best forthem They must be treated by all pantics who play 
their part in shaping the future of India as a responsible and 
honourable people” 


Reply to Mr Gandhi 


Refernng to the latest article of Mr Gandhi in Hariyan,' Mr 
Jinnah said oder Mr Gandhi finds that my truthful and 
honest statement in reply to his letter recently published has dashed 
to the ground all hope of Hindu-Mushm unity This was not the first 
ume that 1 have made the position clear Why then begin to doubt 
now whether I represent the Musiim mind at all? I know it 18 not 
casy to convince Mr Gandhi of the reality of the situation He feels 
that the picture | presenicd to tim, if realised, would undo the 
cfforts the Congress has been making for over half a century The 
efforts of the Congress for the first 30 years have alrcady been 
undone and Mr Gandhi 1s mainly responsible for that 


“It 1s the policy and programme Mr Gandhi has been pursuing 
blindly for two decades that 1s the cause of the present statc of 
alfairs He 1s sull under a delusion when he iy Pods this is only a 
temporary phase in the history of the Muslim League and that the 
Muslims could never cut themselves away from their Hindu and 
Chrstian brethren It1s not a question of the Mushms cutting away 
from their Hindu and Chnsuan brethren [t1s a problem of making 
our Hindu and Chnistian brethren understand that we are entitied to 
Our proper place in the Indran sun ” 


27 January 1940, Gandhi’s note enutled Unity v jusuce dated 23 January 1940, 
in which he wrote mconcluston Both Mushms and Chnsuans are converts from 
Hinduism or are descendants of converts They do not cease to belong to their 
provinces because of change of faith Enghshmen who become converts to Islam 
do not change their nationality £ hope Chinid-ecAvari Jinnah does not represent 
the considered opimon even of his colleagues Reproduced m Director, 
Pubbcations Division Government of India 7 he Collected Works of Mahatma 
Gandht, Vol LXXI 1 December 1939 — 15 Apnl 1940 New Delhi 1978,p 133 
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230 Kathiawar Tour— “Most Enthusiastic Welcome’” 


The deputation of the Bombay Provincial Muslim Leaguc, under 
the leadership of Mr Mohammad Alt Jinnah, concluded their 
weck’s tnumphant tour of Kathiawar on January 27 The President 
of the All Indta Muslim League 1ssued the following statement at 
Rajkot prior to his departure for Ahmcdabad en route to Bombay 


‘We have concluded our tour of Kathiawar and I must thank 
Musalmans from the leaders to the masses for their most enthusiasuc 
welcome and the wonderful cnthusiasm and hosprtahty that was 
extended to us throughout our cxtcensivc tour Thous inds all Hone the 
road welcomed us and Iam happy to have secn rcal sincere and loyal 
support from the Musaimans of Kath twar lo the League } im glad to 
announce that within such a short ume the total amount given to the 
Mushm League Press Propag india Fund is ne uly Rs 1 S0 000 which 
includes Rs 20 000 given by Sir Adamp H ait Dawood whose home 1s 
mJetpur My message to the Musalmans of Kathiawar 18 that they must 
now hamess and direct this wonderful enthusiasm and awakening that 
1 noticcd for the rcal progress ind welfare of the Musalmans 


The whirlwind tour, which included Ahmedabad, Ruaykot 
Mangrol, Junagadh, Porbundar and a large number of smaller 
lowns and villages, bids fair to become of histoncal importance It 
has created unparallcled enthusiasm among the Muslims of the aca 
for the Muslim League cause Even at small villages gifts 
including agold necklace asilvercrown, asilver sword and a silver 
League flag were presented to Mr Jinnah, while ms visit to Panch 
Mr Jinnah s ancestral village, evoked plcasant memones He was 
immenscly pleased to see his parental hut and chatted trecly with 
the villagers One old villager recalled his accompanying Mr 
Jinnah’s wedding party to Hanana when Mr Jinnah was very 
young, almost a Child After spending a happy hour with the 
villagers, Mr Jinnah and party next broke yourncy at Jetpur 


Important Speeches 


Addressing amecting of Ahmedabad Muslims at Shaukat Maidan 
at which over 40 000 were present, Mr Jinnah thanked the Muslims 
of Ahmcdabad for the great welcome accorded to him and the 
League deputation He said the Mushms had now awakened and 
begun to understand that (hey must establish their mghts in India 
and live in the country with respect and freedom ‘We bear enmity 
towards none, nor do we wish to harm anyone,” declared Mr 
Jinnah, * but we shall never be the slaves of others We wish for the 
independence of the country more than any other community We 
want independence not only for our community, but for all 
communities as well, and we are prepared to [make] all sacnfices ” 


Press statement Fastern fimes 2 February 1940 


January 1940 449 


231 : *°1935 Act Must Go’’—Alternative Schemes Before 
ML 


New Delhi, February 2 Wihreference to the frequently asked 
question of the definite constitutional demands of the Muslim 
Leaguc, Mr MA _ Jinnah, in an mterview today, Stated that the 
answer to that question had been indicated before particularly in 
ihe resolution passed by the Muslim Lceaguc Working Commitice 
immedtatcly after the outbreak of the war 


The first and fundamental point on which the League insisted, he 
sud, was that the Govemmcent of India Act, 1935, must go lock, 
Stock and barrel and the whole constitutional problem should be 
considered de novo The Mushim Lcaguc, cmphasised Mr Jinnah, 
was even now preparcd for such re-cxaminauon and had made it 
plain that such re-examination should take place so soon as 
circumstances might permit or, at the latest, immeduatcly after the 
war The League demanded that a declarauon agreemy to such 
re-examination should be made by the Bntish Government and as 
soon as the declaration was made the L cague would be prepared to 
place before the Government their detailed scheme of 
consutuuional adjustments provided that a suitable machinery 
which would command their confidence was sct up for that 
purpose 


Fundamental Principles 


Certain fundamental pnnciples on which, in the opinion of 
Mushims, the future Indian constitution should be based, have been 
dcfined by ajoint mecting held here of the members of the ee 
Committee of the AH India Mushm League and of the authors of the 
alternative Constitutional schemes submitted to the League Sir 
Abdoola Haroon presided All the nine schemes so far prepared 
were discussed and analysed in the light of the Indian condituons 
and in relation to the intemational situation and the latest posiion 
in the country following the frequcnt expression of different 
Opinions ‘At this juncture’, says a resolution adopted by the 
mecung, ‘the mecting feels it desirable and necessary on its part to 
make a respectful recommendation to the Working Committee of 
the All India Muslim League to state its mind 1n unequivocal 
language with regard to the future of the Indian Muslim natron and 
Prepare the latter also for launching a Struggle to achieve the 
following fundamental nghts about which the Muslim nauon of 
India 1s absolutcly definite and clear in its mind 

1 The Mushms of India who consutute 90 millions of people are a 


separate nation cnuuied to the same right of self duterminauon which 
has been conceded im respect of other nations 


‘Press mterview Civil & Military Gazette, 3 February 1940 
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‘2: The Mushms of india shall in no case agree to be reduced to the 
position of a minority on the basis of extraneous and foreign 
considcrauons or for the sake of any political convemence or 
expedicncy 


3 That in order to make the Mushimrightof self determination really 
effectuve the Muslims shall have a separate national home im the shape 
of an autonomous State 


‘4 That the Mushms living 1n the rest of India shall be treated as the 
nauonals of the aforesaid Mushim state and thar nghts and pnvileges 
shall be fully safeguarded 


S That any scheme of Indian rcforms interfer ng with these basic 
principle shall be stoutly resisted by the Indian Mushm nanion tll it has 
achicvcd the aforcsaid objective 


The resolution will be placed before the meeting of the All India 
Mushm League Working Committee, which begins its session 
tomorrow The jomt mecung has appointed a sub-commitice of 
nine to sit from day-to-day to draft a dctanled consitutional sUheme 
incorporating the fundamental nghts declared 1n the resolution and 
also any acceptubic features of the different schemes already before 
the meeting 


The mine schemes are those prepared by the Nawab of Mamdot, 
Dr Abdul Latif, Mr Rizwan UNah, Dr Afzal Hussain Kadn, Khan 
Bahadur Kifayat Ullah, Mr Asadulla of Calcutta and also the 
Pakistan scheme and the Khilafat scheme of the Muslim Students’ 
Federation 
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232 Report of ML WC Proceedings ““Wholly Distorted’”! 


Mr M A Jinnah, President of the All India Muslim League, has 
issued the following to the Press 


My attenuon has becn drawn to the report of the proceedings of the 
Working Committee of the All India Mushm Leaguc published mn one 
of the loca] papers (not the Statesman) I regret to have to say that so far 
as ttrefers to the discussions of the Working Commitice and what took 
place in the course of those discussions itis wholly untruc and 1s a 
product of pure imagmation It is 4 pity that a paper of any standing 
should give publicity to such a mischievous and wholly distorted version 
of the procecdings of the Working Commiuttce of the League The 
Working Committee was absolutcly unanimous on all the resoluuons 
that were passed on Saturday [3 Fobniary} —AP 


‘Press intervicw Statesman 5 February 1940 
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233 Stress on Safeguarding Minority Rights’ 


New Delhi, February 6 At 10-55 am Mr MA _ Jinnah, 
President of the All India Mushm League, entered the Viceroy’s 
Housc to interview H E the Viceroy The interview lasted about an 
hour and a half The following communiquc has been 1ssucd 


In response to an invitation from His Excciiency Mr Jinnah today 
came to sec the Viceroy The conversation which lasted for over an 
hour ranged over the whole position Mr Jinnah urged on His 
Excellency the great importance attached by the Mushm and athcr 
minoriucs to the safeguarding of their position in any scttlement on 
discussions that might take place His Excellency assured Mr Jinnah 
that Hts Majyesty’s Government were fully alive to the necossity for 
safeguarding the Icgitimate imlercsts of the minorues and that he necd 


be undcr no apprenens1g0 thal the imporniance of those intcresis would 
be lost sight o 


"Communique Cail & Military Gazette 7 February 1910 
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234 Viceroy’s Reply “Unsatisfactory’—ML Seeking 
Assurances! 


An assurance that His Mayjesty’s Govemment were ‘not under 
iny Mtsapprchension as to the smmportance of the contentment of the 
Muslim community to the stability and success of any 
consututional developments in India, 15 contained im a Ietter 
which His Excellency the Viceroy wrote to Mr MA _ Jinnah on 
December 23 in reply to the Musiim League President ¢ Ietter of 
November 5 submitting a number of points for His Excellency’s 
consideration Mr Jinnah has released for publicaiion the 
following correspondence that had passed between him and the 
Viccroy with regard to the assurances asked for on behalf of the All 
India Muslim League 


Teucr from Mr Jinnah to I ord Linhthgow, dated New Delhi, 
November 5, 1939 


Dear Lord Linhthgow 
I wish to thank you for giving me the interview on November 4 as you 
had promised in your Iettcr of October 28 wherein you stated that you 
will be glad al some suntable moment to endeavour further to clucid uc 
any points tht there may be in doubt as de sircd by the resolution of the 
Working Committee of the All India Muslim Le aguc of October 22 


In my interview with you on November 4 the subject was full 
discussed and now as desired by Your Exccllency Foam herewit 
submitting to you the following pots for your considcration and carly 
reply (1) Thiatsosoonascircumstances m ty permitorimme diately after 
the war the cnure problem of India s future constitution apart from the 
Government of india Act 1935 shill be cxamincd and reconsidered de 
nove (2) that no dclaration shall eather in principle or otherwise be 
madc or any constituuon be cn cited by His Majesty s Government or 
Parliament without the approval and the consent of the two major 
communitcs of India, viz) the Musalmans and the Hindus (3) that His 
Majesty s Government should try and mect al] reasonable national 
demands of the Arabs in Palestine (4) that Indian troops will not be used 
outside India against any Muslim powcr or country 


Lhave already in my interview fully explained the reasons and 
the grounds m supportof these pomts over and above of whatis indicated 
in the statement alse pieniber & and the resofution of October 22 of the 
Working Committce of the Allindia Muslim League copies of which 
have alrcady becn sent to Your Excellency 


There is one more point which was menuoncd in the statement of the 
Working Commuittce of September 18 viz the question of secunng 
Justice and fair play to the Musalmans in the Congress govern 
provinces whcre even their clementary nghts were being ruthlicssly 
trampled upon, but as the Congress Ministrics have gone out of office | 
do not desire to say anything regarding this matter at prescnt 


Yours sincerely 
M A Jinnah 


'Comespondence Statesman, 7 Fubruary 1940 
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Letter from Lord Linhthgow to Mr Jinnah dated New Delhi, 
November 7 


Dear Mr Jinnah, 

Many thanks for your letter of November 5S J fully appreciate the 
importance of the points which you raise and I will not fail to let you have 
as carly a reply as pracucable 

Yours sincerely, 


Linluhgow ' 


Letier from Mr Jinnah to Lord Linlithgow, dated Bombay, 
November 18 


‘ Dear Lord Linlihgow 
Thank you for your letter of November 7 1939 Since the reccipt of 
your letter [havc been pressed with inquiries from different parts of the 
country as Lo how and where we stand Would you therefore mindif f 
were to publish my letter to Your Excelloncy dated November 5 and 
your letter under reply 


Yours smccrely, 
M A hinnah 


Letter from Lord Linhthgow to Mr Jinnah, dated Viceroy’s 
Camp (Jayyah Abbasian), Novembcr 26 


Dear Mr Jinnah 

Thank you for your leuer of November 18 IT quite understand your 
anxicty to publish your Ikttcr to me of November 5 and my 
acknowledgement of 1 I should welcome it if you could postpone 
eo for say another tun days as J am anxious that the interval 

twoon publication by you and my reply (which naturally must take 
some hule ume to prepare as I have to consult His Mayesty s 
Government) should be as short as possible But if you feel that 1 15 
essenual for you to publish without waiting so long I can raise no 
objection though | would ask you to be kind enough to let me know in 
ady ance the date you contemplate 


Yours smccrely 
Linlithgow 


Telegram from Mr Jinnah, Bombay, to Lord Linlithgow, New 
Delhi, dated November 29 


Hope my Ilcttcr eighteenth has reached Your Excellency Am 
waiting for reply as soon as possible 


Tclegram from the Viceroy dated November 29 io Mr Jinnah, 
Bombay 


Many thanks for your tlegram of today Thope you will by now have 
reccived my letter of Novembcr 27 posted from Bahawalpur 
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Assurance to Community 


Letter from Lord Linhthgow to Mr Jinnah, dated Calcutta, 
December 23 


Dear Mr Sinnah, 

I am now in a position to reply to your letter of November § in which 
you submitted certain points formy considecrahon You wil) lam sure 
appreciate that more than one of your questions ifconsidered im the light 
of all the imphcations involved in it, would raise issues affecting other 
communiucs m India and that this correspondence between us would 
not be an appropriate medium for making pronouncements on them But 
1 hope that my answers, hmuited though thar scope may be by this 
consideration wll nonetheless serve to remove your difficultics 


2 My answer to your first question 1s that the declaration I made with 
the approval of His Majesty s Government on October 18 last docs not 
exclude examinanonof iny partcithcrolt the Actof 1935 or of the pohcy 
and plans on which itis based 


3 With reference to your second pomt 1 can assure. you thit His 
Majesty s Government arc not under any misapprehension ts to the 
importance of the contentment of the Mushm community to the stability 
and success of any consututional developments in India You necd 
thercfore hive no fe ar that the weight which your community s posiuon 
in India necessanly gives to thor siews wall be underrated 


4 fn framing thar pohcy for Palesunce His Maysty’s Government 
have endeavoured to meet all reasonable Arab demands = and they 
continue to be fullv alive to the rmportance of that issue 


5S Finally you asked for an assurance tha Indi in oe wall not be 
uscd outside India against any Muslim powcr orcountry This question 
ws fortunatcly hypothcucal since His M ycsty 1s not al war with any 
Mushm power You will appreciate however that itis impossible to 
Bs a guarantce in terms so wide as those of your Ketter which would 
nave the effec of liming India s right to use us own army in its own 
dcfence in circumstances which cannot now be foreseen im ihe present 
siluahon however as you are aware every precaution has buon taken by 
His Mayjesty’s Government al the mstance of the Government of India 
to ensure that Muslim feeling m India on this mautcr is fully respected 


Yours sincercly 
Linlithgow 
Letter from Mr Jrnnah to Lord Linhthgow, dated New Delhi, 
February 6 


Dear Lord Linlithgow 
Pam herewith sending a copy of the Working Commitice s resoluuion 
sae on February 3 regarding the correspondence that has passed 
tween Your Excellency and mysclf for your considerauon 


Yours sincerely 
MA Jinnah‘ 
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Resolution of the Working Commiutice of the All India Muslim 
Leaguc, dated February 3 


The Working Committce of the Al) Indta Muslim League 
considered the correspondencc that has passed between Mr Jinnah the 
Prosident and His Excellcncy the Viccroy ending with his final reply 
datud Ducember 23, 1939 


The Committee 1s of the opmion that the reply of His Excellency 15 
not satisfactory as certam important points sul require furthcr 
Clanfication and clucidation The Commiutitce therefore, empowers the 
Presidunt to place the views of the Workmy Commutice fore His 
Exccliency and requcst him to reconsider the mattcr regarding the 
assurances askcd forinthe resotuuions of the Working Commnttce dated 
Scptuembcr 18 and October 22 1939 and thereby remove all doubts and 
apprchensions from the mind of Mushm Indit —~ Associated Press 
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235 India’s Future Constitution—“*We Must Be Sole 
Judge of What is Best’” 


New Delhi, February 19 ‘“‘When the Bntush Government and 
other partics are scnously and camestly ready to tackle the quesuion 
ofthe future constitution of India and are willing to show readiness 
to setup a Suitable and practical machinery for that purpose, we 
shall not delay to give our views as Lo the nature and personnel of 
such a machinery We are ready and prepared to put forward our 
concrete proposals instcad of indulging in abstractions’ said Mr 
M A Jinnah, President of the All India Muslim League, in the 
course Of an interview to the Daily Mail of London 
Mr Jinnah said 


Mr Gandhi continucs to ignore reahtics He demands 
independence — there 1s no obycc tion He demands sclf determinauon 
— agun there is no objecuon But how docs he scck to fulfil all these 
unexccplionable ideals? Despite what he says he asks the Bntish 
Goverment to bring them about He proposcs that a representative 
assembly of Indians be summoncd to cvolvc i consetuuon which will 
include the fullest $atsfacuon of legitimate minorities 


Who 1s to produce this assembly? And when it has reached its 
conclusions assisted by the highest and most unp aruda] inbunal human 
Ingenuity can concaive who is toimplement its tindings? Phere oxaisis 
atthe moment no otter sanction in vir Gandhi s mand than the British 
power Likewise docs Mr Gandhi amine that the legatamn ate 
minonties arc lo rely on his word or a party s word as guarintor of the 
fullest satisfaction of the kgm ate nunorntcs Expenence of Congress 
rule am the provinces docs not impel the Mus almans to rely on thit 
Morcover 1018 unthinkable that the social Contract which must be the 
basis of mm agreed constitution c in be the subse ct of judicial decision by 
even the highest impartial tribunal ft is Cqually possible that the 
resultant yudgment would Je we the majority agygricved rather than the 
muinoriy That would be m itself a hopeless be pinning 


Mr Gandhi asks in fact thatthe Brush Government atthe behest 
of the Congress should impose an independence and a process of 
sclf determination of party design upon the rest of the country If he 
wants to be logical he shoutd ask for the immediate withdrawal of that 

humihating British bayonctso thatthe people of India could sctile their 
own manner of self determination in complcte independence That he 
docs notdo because he is well aware of what would resultif the € ongrcss 
caucus tned to impose its present ideas in these circumstances 


The Mushm Leaguc has becn falsely accused in some quarters of 
adopung 4 negative and obstructive attitude This [ belicve 18 duc to 
false propaganda cammcd on in England and is cnurcly unwarranted The 
Muslim League has in fact made a positive demind that the wholc 
problem of India s future constitution should be taken up as soon as the 
circumstances permitor atthe latest immediately after the war When 
the Britash Govermmcnt and other parcs are senously and camestly 
ready to tackle the question of the futurc constituuon of India and arc 


"Press interview Civil & Military Gazette, 20 Frbruary 1940 
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walling to show readiness to set up a suitable and practscal machinery for 
thal purpose we shall not delay to give our views as to the nature and 
personnel of such a machinery 


We are ready and prepared to put forward our concrcle proposals 
instead of mduiging in _abstracuons So far no such desire has been 
indicated cithcr By e@ Viceroy or His Majesty s Government, but both 
art busy in persuading Mr Gandhi to descend from ideals to realiues 
But! must say that one thing 15 now certain that Mushm India will never 
agree to submutits future destiny and fate or its mghts in the governance 
of this country or in the making of any future consutuuon to the hands 
ofatnbunalof Mr Gandhi sconceplionor any other variety nor are they 
prepared to acccpt the final arbitrament of Great Bntain We must and 
shall be the sole and final judges of what is best for us "—AP 
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236 “In any Constitution Mushms Claim their Proper 
Place”’ 


London, February 20 ‘Not since the days of Sir Syed Ahmed 
Khan has Muslim India found a more vigorous champion Mr 
Jinnah seeks to weld the Mushms into a single pohtical unit and 
make their voice a dominating factor in Indian politics,” wntes the 
special Correspondent to the News Chronicle, im an interview with 
Mr Jinnah, which was featured today 


Mr Jinnah said thai the Mushm League irrevocably opposed any 
Consutution which resulted in the majyonty Community rule under 
the guise of democracy The last twenty-scven months of Congress 
rule has shown that 1t was authontanan On being asked what the 
League’s demands were vis-a-vis the Congress, Mr Jinnah replied 
that the Congress 1s only one party among others “We, the 
Muslims, claim our mght to our share in the Govemment of India 
and in any Constitution the Muslims will claim thetr proper place 
and will not submit to any scheme it disapproves ' 


‘Press ntermiew newspaper clippmg Quaid 1 Azam Papers, File 100 p15 Date 
and title of newspaper not given However the article on 20 Febru 1940 did 
appear in the News Chronicle under the title of What the Moslems Want 
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237. ““*When I am Convinced of Muslims’ Readiness I will 
give them Marching Orders’”! 


Mr Jinnah paid 4 tribute to the tate Maulana Shaukat Ali who 
served the Muslim community for the best part of his life The onc 
great thing about Maulana Shaukat Alt which impressed Mr Jinnah 
was that he never swerved by a hair’s breadth from the path which 
he thought, was nght He was truce, faithful and loyal to Islam No 
temptation could make him budge an inch from the path he chose 
for himself His methods might have been right or wrong, but once 
he beheved that that was the road to glory of Islam, he walked on 
that road without fear or hesitation When the Muslim League was 
revived in April 1936, Maulana Shaukat Ali made up his mind to 
serve the Muslims through the League organisation and he stuck to 
niiltthe end Infhiim Mr Jinnah had a Joyal colicague since April 
1936 He was no longer in their midst, but Mr Jinnah was not 
depressed because the struggle had just bcgun In any case u would 
go on, although tt might be a long one He wanted cvery man and 
woman to grasp the realities of the situation they were faced with 
and not to be carned away by catchwords and slogans 


Rclemng to Maulana Zafar Ali Khan s exhortation to Muslims 
to free India, Mr Jinnah said that it looked very beautiful when they 
said that the Musalman was bom to free India The crun of the 
problem was that first they had to get their own freedom Referring 
to the talk of a struggic, Mr Jinnah asked what arms and 
ammunttions his people had? What was their strength? He would 
be a bad general who would Icad them 1o Slaughter He came across 
everyday with all classes of people and found a stinking contrast 
between the outlook of the Muslims and the Hindus Whereas the 
Muslim intullgentsta had superficial ideas and was casily carried 
away by caltchwords and slogans, he found his Hindu fnends, men 
and womin, cven uneducated among them, with whom he came 
imto contact miles ahead of the Muslims He did not wish il to the 
Hindus He was glad that they were better equipped He had no 
mahce agamst them He thought that Musiims were far behind the 
Hindus in several respects They were numencally infenor to 
Etindus although he did not recognise that numencal strength of a 
community was an index of tls strength 


_ He summed up the position of the Muslims as follows They were 
financially bankrupt cconomically zero and educationally at the 
bottom of the laddcr With all eamestness he, therefore, asked them 
that if they wishcd to get their proper place they should equip and 
qualify themsclycs They had to study and understand the 
complextiucs of the problems with which they were faced It would 


‘Jamil ud Din Ahmad Speeches and Writings of Mr Jinnah op cit: pp 138 40 
Specch dechvered on 22 February 1940 on the occasion of the unveiling of the 
portrait of late Maulina Shaukat Ali at the Anglo Arabic College Delhi 
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be no use indulging tn tall talk like saying that Muslims had ruled 
over this country forcenturics in the past and had anghtto ruicevcn 
now What was required was industry , sustained effon and a sense 
of duty and responsibility That was the w vy to lay the foundation 
of a nation 


Refernng to the political problem with which Muslims werc 
faced, Mr Jinnah, without going into detarls, summed up the 
position thus Britain wants to rule over India, Mahatma Gandhi 
wants to rule over Muslim India We are modest people and say that 
we won't allow either of them to rule over us, combined or 
separately The world has realised the British Goverment with 
their shrewdness have already recognised that the Muslim Lcapue 
ithe only authontative and represcntative organisation of Musiim 
India, but ight has not dawned within the termones of Sezaon yet 
and Mr Gandhris sull groprng in the dark 


Reverting again to the Mcagre resources of the League Mr 
Jmnah said that his place on Aurangscb Road, as 4 private 
residence, might be considered enviable, but where was the 
sccretanalt or the amy? His cnure equipment was confined to an 
atlache case, alypewniter and a personal assistant He was apamst 
underrating their difficulties, although he made it clear that he did 
not Mean that he had 4 dcefeatist mentality or that he had not the 
fullest faith in his people With all the difficuluics with which they 
were faced, he sull beheved thatthe Muslims were more poliically 
mindcd than any other community Political sagacity “was steeped 
in their blood and remnants of past Islam were pulsaling in them 
The League was now an instituuion, had given them a platform, a 
flag and a programme and a policy He wanted them to strengthen 
their organisauon) When he {clt that the decisions they would take 
would be taken not by some only bul by the Muslims as 4 whole, he 
would be willing to give marching orders He did not insist on 
unanimily, because that was not possible inany nauon He, however, 
insisted on the solid and conscious support of a majonty of his 
people If that was fonhcoming he would be willing cven to face 
bulicts He wanted to fee! thal there was a reasonable Chance of 
defeating his enemics before hc could march ahead 


Further, illustratuung hrs insistence on preparedness for a struggle, 
Mr Jinnah said that England was not able to defy Hitler ull 
September Austna and Crechoslovakia had to be sacnficed Mr 
Chamberlain had to go to Munich to plead with Hiller They now 
Knew that Mr Chamberlain signed the Munich Pact because he 
found England was not sufficiently prepared for a warin September 
1938 Mr Jinnah said ‘“‘May lask was not Bntain amighty powcr 
at that ime, had not Bntain a mighty flect and an army’? Why did 
she then wait? Because they in England werc not fully ready Inthe 
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same way, when I am convinced of the Mushms’ readiness fora 
Struggle, I will give them marching orders, and those who betray us 
at that time will descrve to be shot down Even Mahatma Gandm 
with his mighty organisation, unlimited resources and the backing 
of the press, 1s today hesitating to launch a crvil disobedience 
movement because he 1s not preparcd and 1s getting rcady My 
advice to the Muslims ‘let us also get ready’ ” 
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238 Mushms Won’t Allow Themselves “to be ruled over’’ 
by anyone’ 


New Deihi, February 22 Mr Gandhi was hesitating to launch 
civil disobedience because he knew that the country was not 
prepared forit, declared Mr M A Jinnah, President of the Muslim 
| cague, In a speech at the Arabic College where he unveiled a 
portrait of the late Maulana Shaukat Ah today 2 


Mr Jinnah said that the position today was that on the one hand 
Great Bntain wanted to rule over India, while onthe otherhand Mr 
C:andhi wanicd to rule over the country Muslims would not alow 
themselves to be ruled over in this country by both together or by 
ciher of them He called the aticntion of Muslims to the progress 
made by Hindus who he said, were better educated and better 
financially than Muslims He urged Muslims to organic 
ihemscives, take decisions and stand by those decursions Mushms 
today, he continued were morc politically conscious than any other 
community Their aim was to win freedom not for Muslims alone 
but also for Hindus and others 


Unveiling the portrait, Mr Jinnah culogized the late Maulana 
Shaukat Ali’s hfe and activities and said that he had served the 
Muslim community and the country throughout his hfe Sur Syed 
Rava Alt and Maulana Zafar Ali also addressed the gathenny -— 
Associated Press 


News report Siatevman 24 February 1940 
Sor adetated reporn of this speech see preceding pages 460 62 
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239 “Musalmans Were not a Minomnty but a Nation’ 


New Deim, February 26 The Council of the All India Mushm 
League at a mecting yesterday unanimously clectecd Mr MA 
Jinnah as President for the forthcoming session of the League at 
Lahore All the provincial Leagues had unanimously suggested his 
name The meeting confirmed the resolutions on the war and the 
Indian constitution question passcd by the Working Committce on 
Scptember 18, October 22 and February 3 and 4 


Inthe course of the discussion on the resolutions Mr Jinnah, who 
was in the chair, made a survey of the position since the outbreak 
of war reiterated the Muslim League’s demands and 
re emphasized the determination of the League to Iet neither the 
Bnush nor Mahatma Gandhi: rule over Muslims Mr Zafar Alt, Sir 
Rava Ahi,Mr Barkat All, Mr Hossain Imam, the Rajaof Pirpur and 
Sir Sher Muhammad Khan also spoke Sir Rava Ahi sobservations 
raised a controversy He said that the fecling among ecducatcd 
young Muslims was that the 1 caguc should reach a setUement with 
the Congress The Raja of Perpur and Mr Jinnah thought it was 
wrong to attribute to youth views which in their opinron were Sir 
Raza Als own Sir Raza Alt warmly defended his statement and 
sad he was only acting as a messenger 


The mecung also passed a resalution moved by Mr Narm-ul- Haq 
(Bihar) expressing dissatisfaction with the Viceroy s speech at the 
Oncnt Club, Bombay, and placing on record bitter resentment at Su 
Hugh OWNcil’s statement declining to appoint the Royal 
Commission demanded by Mr Jinnah Mr Jinnah in asking the 
meciing to confimm the Working Commilice’s resoluubons made a 
Statement revicwing the position since the outhrcak of war ull the 
last mecting of the Working Commiutice and said ‘ Ihave already 
communicated to Has F xccileney the Viceroy the resoluvons of the 
Working Commiuttec and have mtimatced to His Excellency the 
vicwpomtofthe L cague There the maticr stands at present and we 
are NOW awaiting what His Excellency proposed to do next” 


The League had put forward a five-fold demand before the 
Viccroy procecdced Mr Jinnah First, the League had demanded a 
clear statement on buhalf of the Bntish Govemmceni that the present 
Act of 1935 would go lock, stock and barrel and the cntire scheme 
of consututional roform would be examined de nove in the ight of 
expencncee gained from the working of the consutution during the 
Last two years and inthe ight of expenence which might be gained 
infuture This demand said Mr Jinnah, had been acccdced to by ihe 
Viceroy who had assured them that the whole scheme of the Act 


"Specch Civil & Military Garcttc 27 February 1940 
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of 1935 would be examined afresh as also the policy and plan 
underlying it 


The second demand on which the League insisted was that 
Musaimans would not agree to any declaration without their 
comment and approval being obtained for it, nor was any intenm 
sctticment to be made under the threat or at the behest of any other 
partly, however strong it was, without the previous approval of the 
Musalmans In this matter also the Viceroy had assured them that 
His Majesty’s Government were fully ahve to the importance o} 
Musalmans and any sctulenient which tynored them would be 
unthinkable 


Unsatisfactory 


Mr Jinnah said that this statement was unsatisfactory This Ictt 
them within the region of consultation and counsel, while 
Musaimans demanded that they themsclves should be the soic 
judge of their destiny 


The third demand was that Indian, parnticulanly Mushm, troops 
should not be used againstany Mushm country In this respect, sard 
Mr Jinnah, His Excellency had misunderstood the League The 
League never asked the Govemment that Indian troops should not 
be used in the defence of India. What tt had asked was that Indian 
troops should not be used against a Mushm country Outside India 
The fourth demand was for the scttiement of the Arab question and 
Mr Jinnah urged on behalf of the League that the so-called 
endeavours to reach a settlement would not do and the Bntish 
Govcemment must reach a settlement to the satisfaction of the Arabs 
forthwith 


The tast demand of the League relaicd to the Muslim gnevances 
inthe Congress-governed provinces Hh was truc thal the Govemor- 
Gencral Could not intervene when the Congress Ministries did not 
exist The qucsuon, however, had two aspects First, the League 
made nm abundantly clear that the Musalmans had been oppressed 
in the Congress-govered provinces and members of the League 
were madc the special targets The Congress ‘High Command’ had 
Charactensed these statements as false but was willing lo sct up a 
judicial commiutiee That proposal was absurd On the ouher hand, 
said Mr Jinnah, T had offered to accept a Royal Commission 
consisting of two people from outside India It was then said that the 
Congress was not willing to have outsiders as arbitrators in their 
domesuc affairs, as1f Sir Maunce Gwyer was bomin Wardha Mr 
Jinnah declared that he repeated the demand again The sccond 
aspect of the question was whether the ‘High Command’ caucus 
Ministnes were again to be put into office The ‘Dcliverance Day’ 
demonstrabons had amply shown how every seciion of the people 
outside the Congress was opposed to Congress rulc 
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Refernng to the Congress ciaim to be a protector of the 
minontics Mr Jinnah quoted a ictter from Mr Gandhi to a 
prominent citizen of Sukkurin whichhe said “The reincorporation 
of Sind in the Bombay Presidency may or may not be a good 
proposition on other grounds but certainly 1115 not for the purpose 
et etse Eocene life and property Every Indian, be he Hindu 
or any other, must Iearn the an of protccung himsclf It 1s the 
condition of real democracy The State has a duty, but no State can 
protect those who will not share with ut the duty of protecting 
themselves " Mr Jmnah also quoted the statement of Mr Gandhi 
inthe latestissue of Haryan inwhich Mr Gandhi admitted that the 
proper orgamisation to center mto setiicment was the Hindu 
Mahasabha so far as the Hindus were concemed Mr Jinnah asked 
whom did Mr Gandhi represent and replicd “Not certainty the 
Musalmans” 


A Nation 


Musaimans were nota minonty but anauion, Mr Jinnah asserted 
“Pcople ask me what 1s our goal Hf you do not understand even now, 
then L say you will never understand what our goalis Great Britain 
wants to rule India Mr Gandhi wants to rule India and the 
Musalmans We say thal we will not ict either the British or Mr 
Gandhi to rule the Musalmans We want to be free’ 


Maulana Zafar Ahi said that Hindus had refused to recognise 
Musalmans as a ration He asked what was the attitude of the 
Bntish Government Were they willing to. recognise the 
Musalmans as a separate nation? In regard 10 the Mushim demand 
for a Royal Commisston, the Maulana suggested that in the event 
of the Government refusing to accede to their demand the League 
must compel the Bengal and Punjab Ministnes to resign 


Sir Raza Ali said that the feeling among educated young 
Musalmans was that the League should reach a settlement with the 
Congress The difficulty was the refusal of the Congress to 
recognise the League as the only body representative of 
Musalmans The fecting expressed to him was that that question 
could be discussed last and was liable to be sctlcd if other 
Outstanding questions were settled The Raja of Pirpur said that Sir 
Raza Ali did not correctly represent the younger gencration who 
were with the League Nawab Ismail Khan asked what were the 
views of Sir Rava Alt Mr Jinnah felt that the views expressed 
might be the views of Sir Raza Ali put in the mouths of the younger 
generation Sir Raza Ah proicstied and said that he acted only as a 
messenger He made clear that he nevcr suggested that a settlement 
should be reached by anyone other than Mr Jinnah Mr Barkat Alt, 


Mr Hossain Imam and Sir Sher Muhammad Khan also panicipaicd 
in the discussion 
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rhe Council agreed to give the sub-commitice appointed by the 
Working Committee full powers to examine the apphcation for an 
affiluation received from the Punjab and announce its decision on 
ot before March 13 


Forward Policy 


The Council agreed to the affiltation of the Assam and Onssa 
Muslim Leagues and adopted a resolution on the forward policy of 
the Government in Wasinstan The resolution, which was moved 
bv Maulana Zafar Al runs as follows The Council views with 
alarm the recent decision of the Bntish Government winch created 
the impression thal it intends to annex Wasinstan, the homeland of 
the independent Pathan tribes, with whom war on aminiature scale 
is being al present waged on what 1s Known as the Ahmedvat salient 
across the Kohat-Bannu line 


While the Counci) condemns the action of the border tnbes tn 
carrying raids into British area, i has no hesitation in once more 
dceclanng that these raids are inspired by the fear that the British 
Government 1s bent upon depriving the border tnbes of their 
{freedom which they love more than their ves in view of the 
intematonal situation in Europe and the dangcr of its spreading to 
Near and Middle East The Council calls upon the British 
Government to reconsider their forwaid policy and takc immediate 
Steps to pacify the border tribes and assurc them that the British 
Governmentis not inimical to Islam and ts anxious fo restore peace 
and order by tnendly co-operabon with the border tnbes 


Sir Sher Muhammad Khan was opposed to the forward policy, 
Sut felt that the mover had not known the facts correctly Sir Sher 
Muhammad's reading was that Govemment had no micnion of 
anneaing Wavinstan He asked the Council to realise what havoc 
these raids were causing in the FE ronticr Province both amongst the 
Hindus and the Musalmans The main object of raiders was to 
oblainmoney He suggesicd that before passing the resolution, they 
should invite opimon of the provincial Muslim League as to 
whether the Goverment action was justified Scveral speakers 
supported the resoluuon Mr Jinnah in putung the resolution to 
voic Said thatthe y would obtain fullest clucidation and clarification 
of the Govemment’s mtention during the Budget debates m the 
Central Assembly 

Fhe Counc! therefore adjourned sine die —-AP 
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240. Congress Resolution for a Constituent Assembly— 
“A Beautiful Essay Devoid of Statesmanship””! 


Delt, March 1) Surpnse is felt here atthe seventy of tone of 
the Congress Working Commitice’s resolution on the 
Consututional controversy which has beeps at Patna for 
presentanion at the annual session at Ramgarh The hand of Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru 1s traced in the composition of the document 
which, so far as the Indian attitude towards the war is concemed, 15 
compietecly al vanance with the unanimous opinion of all clements 
in this country, including congress men, who are emphatically 
opposed to Nazism 


It 18 noted here that white civil disobedience 1s described as the 
next step, proposals for initrating it arc hedged with 
que calone Made necessary by blatant dissensions within 

ongress itself, The resolution 1s calculated to increase further 
hosulity between the Muslims and Congress, as it indicates that the 
Working Commitice sull insists on a Constituent Assembly which 
the Muslims reject. Mr Jinnah, President of the Muslim League 
descenbes the resolunon as a beautiful essay devoid of 
statcsmanship 


The resolution passed by the Congress Working Committec 
(State Reuter) asserts that India’s goal should be complete 
independence and declares that Indian freedom cannot exist 
within the orbit of Bntish impenalism’” The people of India 
dlonc, it says, Can properly shape their own Constutution 2 


"News report, fhe dunes 2 March 1940 


Se £ prrendrs *XIE 38 for the Congress Working Committee resolution re ferred 
to abowc 


March 1940 469 


241. **Musalmans area Nation”’’—No “Settlement Without’’ 
their ““Approval’” 


Addressing the students of the Muslim University, Aligarh, Mr 
Jinnah made a general survey of the situation in the country and 
particularly dealt with three questions — firstly the position of the 
Musalmans, whether they were a mere minority or a nation by 
themselves, secondly, the question of Hindu-Muslim settlement, 
and thirdly, the proposal of the Constituent Assembly 


Mr Jinnah said that ever since the Minto Morlcy reforms most 
people have assumed that Mushms were a minority and as such 
needed safeguards for the protection of thuir nghts but when we 
used this term we meant it in an enurcly different sense What we 
meant was thatthe Muslims were a politcal cnuty and that must be 
preserved at all costs: The scparate clectorate wasonly an indication 
of this inner fecling of the Musalmans It was tn this spint that the 
Lucknow Pact was signed, the basic principic of which was that 
{wo separate distinct enuitics were enicring mto a mutual 
sulement But unfortunately the Hindus understood one thing 
trom this pact and we understood another They thought that the 
Muslims were a mere minority who should be govemed and ruled 
by the Hindu mayonty The Musiims were constantly bamboosled 
into a talse sense of secunty and the term minonty came to be 
regarded as histoncal, constitutional and Iegal The Mushms were 
by no means like the minonties in European countries When the 
present Constitution was being framed the Mushms insisted upon 
the separation of Sind and the introduction of reforms on an cqual 
fooung in the N-WF Province, but the Hindus including the 
Congress opposed it tooth and nail We were of the view that we 
must have real power at Icast in Certain arcas where we were in 
maonty Ononc occasion when this question was being discussed, 
the late Maulana Muhammad Ali, disgusted with the unrcasonablic 
opposition of the Congress, got excited and said, ‘Tinsist upon it as 
tas my corndor from Karachi to Calcutta’ One thing 15 now 
obvious that we arc by no means 4a minonty bul 4 solid and distinct 
Nation by ourselves with a destiny of our own (Applausc) 


Y have declared on numcrous occasions that we Musalmans are a 
Nation but when in my letter to Mr Gandhi recently I made this 
Statement, he said that all his hopes of Hindu-Mushm unity had 
been dashed The question 1s, what are the hopes of Mr Gandhi and 


‘Speech delivered at the Mushm University Union Aligarh 6 March 1940 
Jamil ud Din Ahmad Speeches and Wruings of Mr Jinnah, op cit 145 51 
Jinnah s signatures a ar dated 7 March 1940 on the visitors book currently 
keptin Maulana Azad Library of Aligarh Mushm University 
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what does he mean by Hindu-Mushim unity? Mr Gandhi’s hope is 
to subjugate and vassalise the Muslims under a Hindu ray I have 
resisted it with all the power at my command and, therefore, I am 
condemned as the worst Musalman tn this country! Tf this had not 
been done and Mr Gandhi had been allowed to have his own way 
there would have been greater disaster than there 1s today when we 
are frankly fighting forsome clear and definite issucs Many people 
ask me why Hindu-Mushim settlement had not been reached I 
would say that upon Mr Gandhi’s conditions no settlement 15 
possible There can be no settlement exccpt on equal terms and on 
a footing of perfect equality (Cheers ) l have got as much nght to 
share in the governance of this country as any Hindu We have 
never shown any altitude which may be regarded as inimical to 
Hindu-Muslim settlement The Congress on coming into powcr in 
several provinces got intoxicated and began to dream of 
establishing absolute Hindu supremacy over the country Itis this 
attitude of the Congress caucus which 1s preventing the 
Hindu-Muslim scttlement and holding up the progress of the 
country The Congress High Command by their attitude are doin 
the greatest disservice to the Hindus themsclycs 


Two ycars ago at Simta IJ satd that the democratic parliamentary 
system of government was unsuited to India I was condemned 
everywhere in the Congress press I was told that I was guilty of 
disservice to Istam because Islam belicves indemocracy So far as 
I have understood Islam, 1t does not advocate a democracy which 
would allow the majonty of non-Muslims to decide the fatc of the 
Muslims We cannot accept a system of government in which the 
non-Muslims merely by numencal majority would rule and 
dominate us The qucshon was pui to me, if 1 did not want 
democracy what then did IT want — Fascism Nazism or 
Totalitananism? Tsay, what have these votanes, these Champions 
of democracy done? They have kept sixty millions of people as 
untouchables, they have sect up a system which 1s nothing but a 
“Grand Fascist Council’ Their dictator 1s not even a four-anna 
member of the Congress They set up dummy Ministries which 
were not responsible to the legislatures or the clectorate bul io a 
caucus of Mr Gandhi’s choosing Then, generally speaking, 
democracy has different pattems even in different countnes of the 
West Therefore, naturally I have reached the conclusion that in 
India where conditions are entirely different from those of the 
Westem counines the Bnush party sysicm of government and the 
so-called democracy are absolutely unsuitable 


What is the present position’? You will remember that when Mr 
Gandhi went to see the Viceroy on the outbreak of war, he broke 
down and tears rolled down from his cyes when he visualised the 
possible destruction of Westminster Abbcy and the Houses of 
Parliament, and he said, “What was the use of Indian freedom if 
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England and France were defeated?” He says so becausc he knows 
that he cannot have his freedom if Great Bntain were to icave India 
But by the trme he reached Scgaon, he changed his mind and then 
came the demand for the declaration of the freedom of India and the 
summoning of a Constituent Assembly on the basis of adult 
franchtse to frame the constitution of India with certain safeguards 
for the accepted and Icgitimate minontices Having played 
hide-and-seek in the matter of Hindu-Muslim settiement, Mr 
Gandhi jumped at this new idea of the Constituent Assembly, 
which he claims 1s the panacea of all the ls Supposing the 
minonties were not satisfied, what would happen? They say that 
this would be referred to the highest tnbunal I ask, ts 1t a question 
10 be decided by a judictral tribunal? ois a question of soctal 
contract, of framing the constitution for milltons of people which 
could not be adjudicated upon by any judicial tribunal F.ven 
granting that tt was donc, who will impicment and enforce the 
verdict of the tribunal? It 1s nothing but a blind to cover their real 
intentions 


Then there are other objections histoncally and politically tt 1s 
an absurd proposal To ask a forcign power to call a Constituent 
Assembly and cnforce the consutuion framed by this Assembly 
and then to Icave the country + the height of absurdity A 
Constitucnt Assembly comes into being when a people have seized 
sovereign power Lateron Mr Gandhr shifted ground and said that 
he would be satisfied with an equivalent of 11. Who 1s to decide what 
this cquivalent would be’? Mr Rajagopalacharya says, “Fresh 
elections should be held to the Provincial legislatures, and the 
members so clected should form the Constutucnt Assembly * Mr 
Patel goes one beticr and he says that the present members of the 
Provincial Assemblies should be allowed to constitute themselves 
as a Consutuent Assembly But Moonje and Savarkar would not 
have it as they have no voice in the present Assemblies Are these 
gentlemen scnious about anything’ So far as I have been able to 
understand, they only want to be a nuisance to the Bnittsh 
Government and to blackmatl it [tis not that they want the Britash 
Government to go but only to cajole and coerce it to give them 
somcthing which would enabic them to dominate the Mushms 
under Bntish protection 


Now, what 1s the position of the Muslim League? In the first 
Instance we find oursclves between the devil and the deep sca The 
Bnush are notin a hurry to hand over the Government either to the 
Hindus ortothe Musiimms They are playing theirown game Itisno 
use asking for dcclarauons from the British Government and to go 
on crying ‘give us frecdom, give us freedom’ They will never give 
There will always be some loophole in any declaration that the 
Bnush Government may make We, on the other hand, make a 
positive demand that this whole Act of 1935 should go lock, stock 
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and barrel and the whole problem of the Constituuon of India 
should be examined de novo in the ight of experience gained from 
the working of the wretched Provincial Autonomy, and the 
developments that may lake place hereafter We have got certain 
explanations The Viccroy says that his declaration docs not 
exclude the re-examination of the whole policy and plan upon 
which the constitution 18 based The whole thing 1s now open but, 
in the meantime, the Briush Government 1s too busy persuading 
Mr Gandhi and the Congress to descend from idealism to reality 
So far as we are concerncd, we are quite rcady 10 make a realisuc 
approach to the problem But we have real apprehensions What we 
fearis that the Bntiush Government may again open the door to Mr 
Gandhi to pursue his plan of subjugauing and annifnlating: the 
Mushms and other minortuics Tsay with all the cmphasis at my 
command that if the British Government attempts or might attempt 
to have a scttiument with the Congress which is dctnmental to the 
Musalmans we will not allow it lo stand We are demanding of the 
Brntish Govermmcent that no consutuuion and no intenm settlement 
be made without the consent and approval of the Musalmans Bul 
Wf our fears matenalisc, all concemcd should know that the 
Musalmans will resist with cvery means in their power and reduce 
the settiement to nullity (Cheers ) 


Concluding, Mr Jinnah said that it was no use depending upon 
anybody We must depend upon ourselves ft am willing to be 
fnendly with all but 1] depend upon my own inhcrent strength Good 
work has been done so far by the Mushm League but we are only 
justonthe fringe of it You should know that a4 ventable war is going 
onevenin Indie Lappeal to you to pul your shoulders togcther and 
work with the Muslim Leaguc Stand firm as one solid block ol 
Steel, gO On oFfganising Our people, training them, disciplining 
them They are withus Do not worry about handicaps, organise the 
Muslims brine them aH together, train them dnll them and makc 
of them the most wondcriul political army that Indta has ever seen 
and we will soon reach the goal of our {reedom (Prolonged 
applause } 
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242 “Two Nations in India’” 
By MA Jinnah 


The Constitutional Maladics from which India at present suffers 
may best be described as symptoms of adiscase inherent mn the body 
poliuc Without dargnosing the disease, no understanding of the 
symptoms 1s possible and no remedy can suggest itself Let us, 
therefore, first diagnose the discase, then consider the symptoms 
and finally armve at the remedy Whats the political tuture of 


TAruclk fume and ide (London) 9 March 1940 The editor J une and lide 
pubhishcd this artacle under the utle The Consutunonal Future of India with 
the following introductory remarks 


Mr MA Jmnahis lke Mr Gandhi aGuyirat a leading citizen and lewycr 
of Bombay He was formerly for miny years 1 Mcmbcr of the National 
Congress ind a greatly valucd mediator b tween his own community and the 
Hindu community He is now the President and the chief driving, force of the 
Muslim League the chicf antagonist of the eonbress He has the reputavon 
even with his cnemaics not only of boing an able lawyer and +: hard hitung 
oppencnt but of personal incorruptibihty as wcll as courage Manv Congress 
mon keep a soft place for himin thar hearts they remember that he was once 
a tcadcrin their ranks They fecl about him much a Pym felt about Strafford 
though with more kindlincss m the regret 


The sccond article m this semcs will be publishcd in next weck § rssuc of 
June and Tide The writer Mr Rajagopilachin who was unul ast October 
Premier of Madris will state the viewpoint of Congress 


fume and lide — published im ats successive assucs the following articles 
respecuscly on 16 and 30 March and 6 and 13 Apri] 1910) Congress and the 
War by Rajagopalacharnia The India States) by Sir Mirz Tema The 
Depressed Classess by Rao Bahadur MC Rajah and ‘The Outlook Now A 
Summary by Edward Thompson 


Jinnah $s above article was reproduced in two instalments in the successive 
issues of 1 March and 1 April 1940 of the Aligarh Muslim University Gazette 
with the following remarks of the magasince s Cditor 


‘Perpleaities of Indian Situatlon—Mr = Jinnah'’s Analysis Phe 
following article by Mr MA Jinnah President of the All India Mushm 
League which appeared in the Jame and fide of London has not received 
sufficient publicity in India while adycrse criticism thereon are appe ining 
in the Hindu Press This unfortunate situation is the dircct result of the 
absence of a firstrate Muslim newspapcerin India We howcver reproduce 
the article below for the benchit of our readers —Ed MUG’ 


{It may seem odd thatthe Aligarh Muslim University Gazette should 
rceproduce in its sue of | March the aricle published im the 7 we and 
Tide of 9 March 1940 However academic journals for a variety of 
reasons arc generally published after their schedule dates of issue 
given on the magazine tides } 


*John Pym (1584 1643) Leading Enghsh Parl smcntarian dunng the events 
leading to the civil war (1642 51) He took a proninent part m the impeachment 
of Swafford (1640) Thomas Wentworth Strafford (1593 1641) English 
Slalesman Chicf Adviser to Charles I he was a l-ading proponent of the King s 
absolutist rule He was impeached by Parhament and executed 
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India? The declared aim of the Bnush Government 13s that India 
should enjoy Dominion Status in accordance wiih the Statute of 
Westminster in the shortest practicable time In order that this end 
should be brought about, the Bntish Goverment, very naturally 
would Itke to see in India the form of democratic constituuon it 
knows best and thinks best, under which the Government of the 
country 1s cnirusted to one or other pohiucal Party m accordance 
with the turn of the cicctions 


Such however, 1s the ignorance about Indian conditions among 
even the members of the Bnush Parliament that, in spite of ali the 
cxpenence of the past, itis even yet not realized that this form of 
Government 1s totally unsuited lo Indra Democratic systems based 
onthe concept of a homogencous nation such as England are very 
definitely not applicable to hetcrogencous countnes such as India 
and this simple fact ts the root cause of all of India’s constitutional 
ils Even as Under-Secretary of State for India, the late Lt-Col 
Muirhead failed to appreciate this fact, for, dceploring the present 
communal tension, he expressed the opinion that the tendency on 
the part of both those in power and those im opposition was to 
consider that what the posiion now was would be the position 
always He deplored the failure of Indians to appreciate an cssential 
feature ofdcemocratic goverment — namely the majonty and the 
minority arc never permanent and he, therefore, felt that the 
minontics opposition to Federation on the assumpuon that from the 
outset power would be in the hands of an uremovable majonty was 
untcnable But he forgot that the whole concept of democracy 
postulates a single people, howcvcer much divided cconomically 
and he might well have started his study of Indian problems by 
consulting the report of the Jomt Sclect Committee on Indian 
Constitutional Reforms (sessions 1933-34, Vol 1 Para 1) 


Indi inhibiicd bv muanv races often asdistinct from one another 
in origm tradition and manner of life as are the nitonsoaf Eurape Two 
thirds of ts inh tbitants profess Hinduism in one former another as their 
roligion over 77 nmuithens are followers of Is}am = oand the differcnee 
buiween the twors notonly of rehgion in uhe stricter sense but iso of law 
and culture They may be snd indecd to represent two distinct and 
separa caaihzations Hinduismiis disunyuishcd by the phenomenon of 
us caste whichis the basis of its religious md social system and save 
may tt) rostrited ficld remans unaffected by conticl with the 
philosophies of the West the rehyion of Isiam= oon the other hand 1s 

iad upon the comcpton of the cquaht, of man 


Porhaps no truer descnption of India has been compressed into a 
arageaph and without this background no understanding of 
ndian problems ts possible The Bntish people must realtze thal 

Hinduism and Islam ‘represent two distinct and separate 
civilizahons and moreover are ‘as disunct from one another in 
ongin, tradiuon and manner of hfe as are the nations of Europe’ 
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They are in fact two different nations, and if this fact 15 accepted 
by no less an authonty than the Joint Select Commiuttec, the Muslim 
people have cause io question the wisdom of the Bnitish 
Government in forcing on India the Western system of democracy 
without the qualifications and limitations to which the system must 
be subject to make Wt at all suitable for Indian conditions If, 
therefore, 111s accepted that there 1s in India a major and a minor 
nauion, it follows that a parhamentary systcm based on the magjonty 
pnnciple must inevitably mean the rule of the major natron 
Expenence has proved that, whatever the cconomic and political 
programme of any political Party, the Hindu, as a general rule will 
vote for his caste-fellow, the Mushim for his co-relgionist 


The Bnush people, being Christians sometimes forget the 
rcligious wars of their own history and today consider religion as 
4 private and personal malier between man and God This can never 
be the case in| Hinduism and Islam for both these religions arc 
dc finite social Codes which govem not so much man s relation with 
his God, as man’s relation with his neighbour They govern notonly 
his law and culture, but every aspect of hts social life, and such 
religions, essentially exclusive, complctcly preciude thal merging 
of idenuty and unity of thought on which Westem democracy 1s 
based, and imnevitably bmng about vertical rather than the 
honzontal divistons democracy envisages 


Westem democracy 15 totally unsuited for India and its 
imposition on India is the disease mn the body politic Let us now 
consider the inevitable symptoms 


Led by an astute Hindu politician of the first rank, Mahatma 
Gandhi, the Congress (which 1s mainly a Hindu body) had long 
foreseen that in the Westem form of democracy lay the fulfilment 
of their hopes of permanent all-India dominance All their efforts 
and energies had, thercfore, been bent towards secunng for India a 
completely democratic form of Government, and they realized that 
the new consutuuion would bong their goal immeasurably nearer if 
it could be worked on the lines chalked out by their leader and the 
Working Commititce Therefore, while crying that the new 
constitution was thoroughly unsatisfactory and totally 
unacceptable, the Congress decided to contest the clections held 
before 11s inauguration and, as was incvilable, secured complctic 
majonties in the six Hindu provinces of India The Congress, 
however, was as completely defeated 1n the five Mushm provinces, 
and even in the Hindu provinces failed to Capture any appreciable 
number of scats in non-Hindu constituencies, particularly Mushm 
electoratcs 

This, undoubtedly, was an unsausfactory situation for a 


self-styled ‘national’ Party, and the exposure of its communal 
character seemed imminent Rushing to Wardha for guidance, the 
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Working Committce took stock What was the position? In five 
provinccs they had been defeated, and while they held a compleic 
majonty mm six, the Oppositions, weak in numbers though they 
were, were led by the small but solid blocks of Muslim Leaguc 
members This situation had two very unsatisfactory aspects First 
it brought out the completcly Hindu composition of the Congress 
and sccondly, it would be difficult to ignore and overndce 
Muslim-Ied Oppositions as long as the Govemors of provinces 
were in possession of special powers granted to safeguard 
minonty interests 


Realizing at once that such circumstances would considerably 
hinder their plans, the Congress played Ws trump card It rcfused to 
accept office To the consternation of the Muslims and other 
minontics overnight, the Viccroy and the Governors became 
supphant What would the Congress have them do’? What 
assurances did the Congress need? Fhe answer was ready, ‘Give us 
the undertaking that you will notexcrcrise your special powers, and 
we will accept office’ Hastuly, the constituuional guardians of 
munonty and other nghts jettisoned their trust, and amidst much 
Mutual appreciauion of cach other’s statesmanship” the Congress 
and the Brittsh Government came into political allrance 


But there was sull that troublesome first point Phe whole game 
would be up 1f purcly Hindu Governments took office, and in al 
least three of the six provinces not a single Musiim had been 
retumed on the Congress ticket, and not morc than one or two 1n the 
others But what of 7 surcly there must be al leastonce amongst the 
Muslim members who would be unable to resist the bait of a 
Ministership They would offer the Muinistership provided he 
signed the Congress pledge But would the Governor agrce to this 
‘camouflage’? What did his Instrument of Instructions advise? ‘In 
making appointments to his Council of Ministers our Govemor 
shall use his best endeavour to select his Ministers in the following 
manner, that 15 to say, in consultation with the person who tn his 
judgment ts likely to Command a Stable majonty in the Iegislaturc, 
to appoint those persons including, so far as practicable, members 
of important minonty communitics) who will best be in a position 
collectively to command the confidence of the legislature But inso 
acting he shall bear constantly in mind the need of fostering a sense 
Of joint responsibility among his Ministers ” 


Anxrously the Working Commitice analysed the implications 
The instructions seemed to be intwo pans Inthe first the Governor 
was instructed to use ‘his best endeavours to select” as Ministers 
“persons (including, as far as practicable, members of important 
minonty communitics)  * The spint underlying these words was 
clear Il was to sccure for important minorities a Minister who 
commanded their confidence, and since there was no difference in 
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the political programmes of the Congress and Mushm League 
Parties in the Icgislatures, there was no reason why was nol 
‘practicable’ for a Muslim League member to be appointed a 
Minister But what about the last line — Butin so acting he shall 
bear in mind the need for fostenng a sense of joint responsibility 
among his Ministers’? This, fortunately, could be turned to suit 
their purpose if the Govemor was prepared to allow this second 
par, advisory and subsidiary to the main instruction, to overrule the 
first 


They had but to claim that jot responsibility was impossible 
unless the Musiim Minisicr was prepared to abide by the decisions 
of the Working Commiticc, and their point was won Meckly the 
Govemors acquicsced, and in order to allow the Congress to 
deceive the public by making it appear that it was ‘national’ and 
looking after the interests of the minorities by including a 
‘representative of them in the Council of Manisters, accepted as 
Muslim Ministers individuals who by no stretch of imagination 
could be regarded as ‘representatives’ of the Muslim community 
and who by signing the Congress pledge were responsible to the 
Working Committee alone 


Surpnsed by such casy victomes the Congress became 
mtoxicated with power The Working Committee arrogated to 
itself the peso of a parallel Central Goverment to whom the 
Provincial Gove rmments were responsible Regional dictators wore 
appointed, and the Ministers were cntirely subject to their orders 
goncrally, and no provinctal Icgislation Could be cnacited without 
thar approval They then procecded to sufie cven the litte 
opposition that cxisted Having dealt with the British, they now 
dealt with the Muslims An India-wide attack on the Muslims was 
launched Inthe five Mushm provinces every altiempt was made to 
defeat the Muslim-ied coalition Ministrics, and by offenny local 
political leaders Ministcrships and other inducements Congress 
Ministnes came into powcr in al least lwo morc provinces the 
N-W EP and Assam 


In the six Hindu provinces a Kulturkampf | was inaugurated 
Attempts were madc to have Bande Mataram, the Congress Party 
song, recognized as the national anthem, the Party Nag, and the real 
national language, Urdu, supplanted by Hindi Everywhere 
oppression commenced and complaints poured in such force into 
the Mushm League’s central office that the Pirpur Committee, 
whose report ts available was appointed to iivestigate these 


'A German phrase literally meaning cultural struggle Historically it refers 
to the conflict in the minecteenth century Germany between the civil and 
ecclesiasucal authontics cspecially as regards the control of schools 
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gnevances such overwhelming evidence was collected that the 
Muslims, despainng of the Viceroy and the Governors cver taking 
action to protect them, have lately been forced to ask for a Royal 
Commission to investigate their gnevances 


Such was the position on the eve of the resignation of the 
Congress Ministnes, a position over which the Bnush people might 
well ponder Isittheir desire that Indta should become a totalitanan 
Hindu State, with the Central and all the Provincial Governments 
responsibic, not to their legislatures or to the electoratc, but to a 
Caucus unknown to the constitution, the Working Committec of the 
Congress? They may rest assured that such will be the inevitablic 
result if the Congress demand for the nght of framing India’s 
consiitution through a Constituent Assembly 1s conceded 


Let us consider bnicfly the implications of this ncbulous and 
impracticable Constutuent Assembly To commence with, the 
question arses, why is this demand made at this particular ume? 
The answer is obvious The war 1s to the Working Committce a 
heaven-sent means of increasing its rule from over eight provinces 
to over the whole of India, State and province If the Bntish 
Government are stampeded and fall tnto the trap under the stress of 
the cntical situation created by the war, India will face a crisis the 
result of which no man could prophesy, and 1} feel certain that 
Mushm India will never submit 10 such a position and will be forced 
to resist it with every means in their power And of what type of 
consutuuonalisis will the Consutucnt Assembly consist? There arc 
in Indta roughly 400 million souls who, through no fault of their 
own, arc hopelessly illiterate and, consequently, priest and 
caste-ndden They have no real conception of how they are bemg 
governed even today, and it 18 proposed that to the clected 
representatives of such, should India’s future constitution be 
entrusicd Is it 100 much to say that since the vast majonty of the 
clected representatives will be illiterate Hindus, the Constutucnt 
Assembly will be under the influence of Mahatma Gandhi and the 
Congress leaders, and the constitution that will emerge will be as 
the Working Committee directs? 


Thus, through the Consnuiuent Assembly, will the Working 
Commitice attain its ends Bntsh control and commerce will 
disappear, the Indian States wil be abolished, minonty opposition 
will be sufled and a great Hindu nation will emerge, governcd by 
its beloved leader, Mahatma Gandhi and the Congress Working 
Committee 


We have now considered the disease and the symptoms Whatis 
the remedy? 
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(1) The Briush Pecpic must realize that unqualified Western demactacy 15 
totally unsuited for India and attempts to impose 11 must cease 


(2) In India, 1t must be accepted that party’ Government is not suitable and 
all Governments, Central or Provincial must be Governments thal 
represent all sechons of the people 


In this connection the All India Muslim Leaguc has laid down the 
following broad principlcs 


(1) That the Brush Government should review and revise the centre 
problem of India’s future constituuon de novo in the hght of the 
expenence gaincd by the working of the present provincial constitubon 
and developments that have takcn place since 1939 or which may take 
place hereafter 


(2) While the Muslim League stands for a Frec India iis wrevocably 
opposed to any Federal objective which must necessanly result ina 
majonty community mile under the guise of Democracy and a 
Parliamentary system of government 


(3) No declaration regarding the qucsuon of constitu1onal adv ince for 
India should be made without the consent and approval of the All 
India Mushm League, nor any consitution be framed ind finally 
adoptcd by His Majesty § Goverment and the British Parliament 
without such consent and approval 


To conclude, a consutuuion must be evolved that recognizes that 
there are in India two nations, who both must share the governance 
of their Common motherland In evolving such a consutution the 
Muslims are ready to co-operate with the Bnush Governmcnt, the 
C ongress or any Party so that the present cnmitics May ccase and 
India may take ils place amongst the great countnes of the world 
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243. Message to Calcutta Muslims—Support ML 
Candidates n ensuing Corporation Election 


New Delhi, March 12 Mr MA _ Jinnah, President of the All 
India Muslim League, has sent the following message to the 
Muslim citizens and voters of Calcutta 


“In the ensuing Corporation Election at Calcutta I wish every success 
to all the candidates who have been put up by the Muslim League I 
appeal to every Muslim member of the Electorate nat only to vote for the 
Mushm Leaguc candidates but to work for them and give them their 
complete and wholchearted support 


“Election like the present onc 1s only a phase of the grcatcr fight in 
which the Muslim League 1s engaged and every victory, big or small 
means a slicp forward towards the final goal M A Jinnah President Ail 
India Muslim League New Dclh: March 12 1940’ 


"Message ‘Star of India 18 March 1940 
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244 Appeals to Khaksars “Most Earnestly to Keep Peace”” 


New Delhi, March 20 Mr M A Jinnah, President of the All 
India Musi:im League, ma statement to the Associated Press says 


1 am decply gneved to hear the tragic account of the meident in 
Lahore last evening regarding the clash betwecn the Police and the 
Khaksars resulung in termble loss of life and injury on both the sides 1 
hope the Khaksars will carry out the mstructions issued by their Icadcr, 
Mr Inayatullah Mashriqi published in the newspapers of this moming 
As one who has always been so kindly treated by the Khaksars | appeal 
to them most eamestly to keep peace and not precipita muaticrs by 
dcfying law and order It 1s difficult to say anything ull 1 am im 


possession of full facts of the situation ” 


Mr Jinnah added that according to his information there would 
be no change in their programme of holding the session of the All 
India Mushm League at Lahore “Tam Icaving by the special train 
at 7 30 this evening as already arranged ’-—-API 


‘Statement Star of india, 20 March 1940 
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245 “Lahore Session a Landmark’’—“We Have to deal 
with very Grave Issues’”! 


“The Lahore session 1s going to be a landmark in the future 
history of Mushm India” This remark by Mr MA Jinnah, the 
President clect of the 27th annual session of the All India Mushm 
League, soon after his arnval in Lahore on Thursday moming, 
gives an indication of the important nature of the decrsrons that the 
deicgates to the Lahore session will be calicd upon to make The 
Icad, of course, will come from Mr Jinnah, who continues lo enjoy 
the confidence of the premicr Mushm organisation in India and 
who has recently been styled the Qaid-i-Azam ? (the great leader) 


The Punjab surroundings and the martial traditions of the 
province, however, are likely to play a significant part and these are 
expected to be reflected in the main resolution for the session 
conceming the attitude of Mushm India towards the war 
Significance 1s being attached to the interview that Mr Jinnah had 
with the Viccroy in Delhi a few days ago It remains to be sccn how 
far Mr Jinnah’s doubts and misgivings have been clanfied 
Emphasising the importance of the session, Mr Jinnah, 1n an 
INtcrvicw to Press representative, said ‘We have to deal with very 


"News report Civil & Military Gazette 21 Murch 1940 


*This is perhaps the first occasion when uus appelauon in respect of Jmnih 
appcarcd in the English media However instances of its usc in the Urdu media 
from as ¢ rly 4s 19436 have been cited in Sharif al Mujahid Quaid 1 AzamJinnah 
Studse sin Interpretation, Guaig 1 Avam Academy Karachi 1981, pp 419 36 and 
in cssay b qecl us Zafar Khan enutled Origin of the Prefix Dawn 6 
December foo) Maulana Abul Kalam Azad gives his version of tt as follows 


1 may mennon here that it was Gandhip who first gave currency to the 
tue Quaid 1 Avam or great Ieadcr as a ficd to Mr Jinnah Gindhiy had 
inhiscamp 4 foolish but well intentioncd woman called Amtus Salam She 
had scen in some Urdu papers a reference to Jinnah as Quaid 1 Avam 
When Gandhyyi was writing to Jinnah asking for an interview she toid him 
that the Urdu papers called Jinnah Quaid 1 Azam and he should use the 
samc form of address Without pausing to consider the implications of his 
acuon Gandhi addressed Jinnah as Quaid 1 Azam This Icticr was soon 
after published in the press: When Indian Muslims saw that Gandhiyi also 
addressed Jinnah as Quaid : Avam they felt that he must really be so 


Maulana Abul Kalam Asad India Wins Freedom ibid p 93 
Gandhi in his Jeticr dated 16 January 1940 to Jinnah wntes 


Dear Quaid 1 Avam [hate to wnte Mr before any Indian name [tis 
so unnatural Hence | have been wnting of you as Janab Jinnah Sahib 
according, Lo the usage taught lo me by the late Hakim Samb But Abul 
Kalam tells me that in the Crague circles you are always called Quaid 1 
Azam And you will see from the enclosed how the finishing, touch was 
given by a telegram [ received from Gulburga Lhope you will acccpt my 
assurance that what I have done has been done i good faith and out of 
tegard for you If however you would have me address you otherwise | 
shall respect your wishes 


The Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi, Vol LXXI ope p1i7 
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grave issues and I feel confident that, with the co-operation of all, 
we shall be able to face the vanous problems in front of us 
successfully ” 


Mr Jinnah, who addressed a number of gathenngs at stauons 
en route to Lahore from Delhi, emphasised the need for discipline 
among Muslims He addressed audiences, which disturbed Ins 
sleep practically all night, in these words “We must be 4 peaceful, 
orderly and disciplined people and EF trust that you will help me in 
every way 10 make the session successful” Referring to the 
Khaksar-police clash he said ‘ The unfonunate tragic events of 
fast three days, resulting in loss of life and injury, must not Icad you 
to lose your balance We must decal with the situation calmly and 
dispassionately and I {cel confident that we shall find a solution ” 


Mr Jinnah’s presidential address at the open session today 
(Fnday) will be extempore and, to meet the needs of his audicnce 
he 18 expected to deliver it in two languages — Enghsh and 
Urdu -— onc afterthe other Though he spent 4 practically sitecpless 
mgeht, Mr Jinnah, when he cmerged from the spectral train at 
Lahore, looked {fresh and responded to the great ovavion he was 
given with a smile The train, which also brought hundreds of 
visitors and delegates, had been decorated with green Nags beanng 
ihc emblem of the League — the Crescent Even the cngine had 
been garlanded and provided with flags mounted on staffs 


Reception 


At the ceremonial plaiform where the tratn stopped, 
disunguished Muslims were present to receive the President These 
included the Premicr, Sir Stkander Hyal Khan his Mimsticrs, Malik 
Khivar Hayat Khan Tiwana and Mian Abdul Haye, Nawab Sir 
Muhammad Shah Nawaz of Mamdot, Chairman of the Recepuon 
Committee, and a number of prominent Muslim Icaders from all 
over India 


After being garlanded by the Nawab of Mamdot and the Premicr, 
Mr Jinnah was grecied by the large crowd which had obtained 
access to the platform in spite of the police and ‘National Guard’ 
volunteers It was with difficulty that Mr Jinnah reached the 
decorated car waiting outside the station to take him to the Nawab 
of Mamdot’s house where he 1s staying Outside the station, the 
crowd was several thousand strong and there were a number of 
bands and voluntecrs to give the League President a befitting 
reception Onc hundred and one crackers were fired 10 mark his 
arnval Lahore Muslims who had decorated the streets with 
bunungs and arches were greatly disappointed when they found 
that the decision abandoning the procession had not been revoked 
Only the bands and the voluntecrs marched through some of the 
Strecis to the pandal 
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246 Khaksar Incident—‘“ML Won’t Fail to Rise to the 
Occasion’’! 


While alarge police force was engaged in arresting cight Khaksars 
by means of tear-gas on their refusal to surrender their spades, 
Mr MA Jinnah, the President of the All India Mushim Leaguc, 
was performing the flag-hoisting ceremony at the Lcaguc pandal 
Mr Jinnah had made the Khaksar tragedy the beginning of his 
spcech 


“Before I say anything” said Mr Jinnah, “‘I want to tell you what 
iS uppermost in my mind I have just retumed from the Mayo 
Hospital I am sure we all gneve over the unfortunate tragedy 
which has resulted 1n a large number of lives being lost and injured 
I think everyman and cvcry woman must sympathise with the 


families and the dependents of those who have died and those who 
have been injured 


“The session of the Muslim League 1s going to open under the 
eye of this most unfortunate situation that has been created in 
Lahore Let me put to you whats the acid test of a great nation and 
of a great people The greater the difficulties the more we should 
kecp ourselves calm and cool 


“The Muslim League, Iam sure,” added Mr Jinnah, ‘Will not 
fail to rise to the occasion, 1respective of the partics concerned to 
handle this question in a manner which is just and fair You must 
realise that ours 1s the only organization of the Muslims of India 
We mutt, therefore, stand as one man with one voice under this flap 
which you have honoured me to unfurl ” 


Public specch Civil & Military Gazette 22 March 1940 


7According to areportin Star of India, 20 March 1940 about 150 200 Khaksars 
mainly from North West Fronuer Province gathered m Lahore cily on 19 March 
1940 They planned to hold a procession in milit formation in defiance of 
Government orders under the Defence of India Rules It resulted m_an armed 
clash in which about 24 Khaksars and 2 policemen were killed Thirty nine 
persons who had received injurres had been admitted in Mayo hospital 


Liter the Disunct Magistrate Lahore promulgated curfew m the city from 7 pm 

to Sam from Tuesday 19 March 1940 Another order issued by him prohibited 
for a penod of two months any gathermy or assembly of five or more persons 
within the iumits of Lahore City The Anmjywmani Khaksaran was declared 
unlawful and its official premises known as /dara: Altya at village Ichhra m 
{ ahore was seized under Indian Cnminal Law Amendment Act 1908 Nouces 
for the arrest of ANama Mashraq and other Khaksar leaders were also issued 
The Mushm League held its session at Lahore 22 24 March 1940 under these 
cncumstances ere was speculation thal the session might be postponed 
However Jmnah neither postponed the session nor changed the venue 
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He concluded by saying that “LT have full confidence in my people 
and we shall face every difficulty in a manner which will be worthy 
of this great Muslim nauion I, therefore, carnesuy appcal to you, let 
us not have any kind of doubt or suspicion with regard to the 
decision of the Muslim League and Iet us take a nght decision and 
stand by it” 


In the evening, the council of the All India Muslim League was 
held at the Pandal when routine business was Lransacied Earlicr 
in the day the Punjab Premier, Sir Sikander Hyat Khan, had a talk 
with Mr Jimnah at the residence of the Nawab of Mamdot It 15 
understood that they discussed the gencral situation in the country 
and also the recent Khaksar trouble in Lahore 


486 THe Nation’s Voice 


247 “Musalmans are a Nation—They Must have 
Homeland, Territory and State’?! 


‘Ladies and Gentlemen! We are meeting today in our session after 
fifteen months The last session of the All India Mushm League took 
place at Patna in December 1938 Since thenmany devclopments have 
taken place I shall first shortly tell you, what the All India Mushm 
Leaguc had to face after the Patna session of 1938 You remember that 
onc of the tasks which was imposed on us and which 1s far from 
completed yet was to organise Muslim League all ovcr India We have 
made enormous progress dunng the last fifteen months in this direction 
[am glad to inform you that we have cstablished provincial league in 
every province The next pomt is that in every by-clecuon to the 
Legislative Assemblics we had to fight with powerful opponents 1 
congratulate the Musalmans for having shown enormous grit and spirit 
throughout our trials There was not a single by clection in which our 
opponents won egainst Muslim Leaguc candidates In the last elecuion 
to the U P Council that is the Upper Chamber the Muslim League s 
success was cont percent Ido not want lo weary you with details of what 
we have been able to do in the way of forging ahead in the direction of 
orgamsing the Mushm Loaguc Butl may tell you that itis gomg up by 
leaps and bounds 


Ncxt you may remember that we appointed a committec of ladies 
atthe Patnasession [tis of very great importance to us because | believe 
that ait rs absolutcly essentual for us to give Cvery opportunily to our 
women to p trticipate in our struggle of life and death Womcn can do a 
great deal within their homes cvcn under purdah We appointed this 
commitice with a vicw to enabic them to parucipate in the work of the 
League The objects of this central commultce were (1) to org inise 
Provincial and district women 5 sub committees under the provincial 
and distinct Muslim Leaguc, (2) to cnlist a larger numbcr of womcn lo 
the membership of the Mushmn League (3) to carry on an mtensive 
propagand aamongst Musiim women throughout India in order to create 
mithem a sense of a greaicr politcal consciousness—because if political 
consciousness is awakencd amongstour women, remember your Children 
will not have much lo worry about, (4) advise and guide them in all such 
matitrs as marly rest on them for the uphft of Mushm society This 
ccntral commuttcc [| am glad to say started its work scnously and 
camestly [I has done a grcat deal of useful work I have no doubt that 
when wecome to deal with their report of work done we shall really feel 


zratcful to them for all the services that they have rendered to the Mushm 
aguc 


We had many difficulties to face from Janu 1939 mght up to the 
des aration of war We had to face the Vidya Mandir in Nagpur We had 
to face the Wardha Scheme all over India We had to face ill weatment 
and oppression of Muslims in the Congress governed provinces We had 
to face the treatment meted out to Muslims in some of the Indian States 
such as Jaypur and Bhavnagar Wc had to face a vital issuc that arose in 
that lute state of Rajkot Rajkot was the acid test made by the Congress 
which would have affected one third of India Thus the Mushm League 


‘S Shamsul Hasan Assistant Secretary, All India Muslim League Presudential 
Addresses of Qatd e Azam MA Jinnah delivered at the Sessions of the All 


ee ena ague Lahore Session |122 March 1940 delivered cxtempore]} 
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had all along to face various 1ssucs from January 1939 up to the ume of 

declaration of war Bcfore the war was declared the greatest danger to 

the Muslims of India was the possible inauguration of the federal 

scheme m the central Government We know what machinations were 

going on But the Mushm League was stoutly resisung them im cvery 
iwecuon 


“We fclt that we could never accept the dangcrous scheme of the 
central federal] Government embodied in the Government of India Act 
1935 1 am sure that we have made no smail contnbution towards 

suading the Briush Government to abandon the suheme of central 
ederal government Increating that mind im the Bntish Government the 
Mushim League I have no doubi playcd no small part You know that 
the Bntish people are very obdurate pcoplic hey are also very 
conservalive, and although they are very clever thes are slow in 
understanding After the war was declared the Viceroy naturally wanted 
help from the Mushm League It was onty then that he realised that the 
Mushm League was a powcr For it will be remembered that up to the 
tuume of the declaration of war the Viceroy never thought of me but of 
Gandhi and Gandhi alone I have been the leader of an important party 
in the Legislature for a considerable timc, larger than the one I have the 
honour to Icad at present, the present Muslim Leaguc Party m the Central 
Legislature Yet the Viceroy ncver thought of me 


‘Thercfore whenI gotthis mvitation from the Viceroy along with Mr 
Gandhi I wondered within mysclf why I was so suddcnly promoted and 
then | concluded that the answer was the All India Mushm League 
whose President I happen to be I bcheve that that was the worst shock 
that the Congress High Command received because it challenged their 
solc authority to speak on behalf of India And itis quite clear from the 
atutude of Mr Gandhi and the High Command thal they have not yet 
recovered from that shock My pount is that, ] want you to realise the 
valuc theimportance the signific ance of organising ourselves T wall not 
say anything morc on the subycct Bula great deal yetremains to be done 
I am sure from what I can see and hear that the Mushm India 145 now 
conscious 15 now awake and the Muslim League has by now grown into 
such a strong institubion thatit cannot be destroycd by anybody whoever 
he may happen to be Mcn may come and men may go bul the League 
will live for ever 


Now, coming to the period after the declaration of war our position 
was that we were between the devil and the deep sca But J do not think 
that the devil or the dccp sea is going to get away with i Anyhow our 
position is this We stand unequivocall for the frcedom of India But it 
must be freedom of All India and not freedom of one section or worse 
sull, of the Congress caucus and slavery of Musalmans and othcr 
minonues Situated in India as we are, we naturally have our past 
expenences and partucularly the experiences of the past two and a half 
See of provincial constitution in the Congress governed provinces We 

ave learnt many lessons We are now, therefore very apprehensive and 
cantrustnobody I thinkitis a wiserule for everyone not to trust anybody 
too much Sometimes we are led te trust people but when we find in 
actual experience that our trust has been eee surely that ought to be 
sufficrent lesson for any man not to conunue his trust in those who have 


betrayed us 


Ladies and gentlemen! We never thought the Congress High 
Command would have acted in the manner 1n which they actually did in 
the Congress-governed provinces I never dreamt that they would ever 
come down so low as thal I never could believe that there would be a 
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genticman s agreement between the Congress and the Government to 
such an extent that although we cned hoarse, week in and week out the 
governors were supine and the Governor General was helpless We 
remindcd them of their special responsibilities to us and to other 
mynoritics and the solemn pledges they had given to us But al} that had 
become dead letter Fortunately, Providence came to our help and that 

enileman s agreement was brokcn to pieces and the Congress, thank 
Heavens went out of office T think het are regretung their resignations 
very much Thar bluff was called off So far so good 1 therefore appeal 
to you in all seriousness that I can command, to organise yourselves in 
such a way that you may depend upon none except your own inherent 
strength ats your only safeguard and the best safeguard Depend 
upon yourselves That does not mean that we should have 111 will or 
malice towards others Inordcrto safeguard yourrnyhts and interests you 
musl create that strength m yoursclf that you may be able to defend 
yourselves That is all that ] want to urge 


Now, what is our position with regard to future constitunion? It1s that 
as Soon as Circumstances permil or immediatcly aftcr the war at the latest 
the whole problem of India 5 future consutuuion must be examined de 
nove and the Act of 1935 must go once for all We do not beheve m 
asking the Bnush Governmentito make declarations Thesc declarations 
are rcally Of no use You cannot poy succecd in getung the Brush 
Government out of this country by asking them to make declarauons 
However the Congress asked the Viceroy to make a declaration The 
Viceroy said Phave mide the declaration The Congresssaid No no 
we want another kind of declarahon You must declare now and at once 
that India is free and independent with the rrght to frame its own 
constituuon by aC onstituent Assembly to be elec ted on the basis of adult 
franchisc or as low a franchise as possible This Assembly will of course 
sausfy the minorines” giumate interests Mr Gandhi says that if the 
minortcs are not sausficd then he 1s witling that somc tribunal of the 
highest character and most impirtial should decide the dispute 


Now apart from the impracticable character of this proposal and 
quite apart from the fact thatit1s histoncally and consututionally absurd 
to ask ruling powcr to abdicate m favour of a Constituent Assembly 
apirt from all th uw suppose we do not agree ds to the franchise according 
to which the C central Assembly 1s to be cluctcd or suppose we the sohd 
body of Mushm represcntatives do not agree with the non Muslim 
majority in the Canstitucnt Assembly what will happen? [vis said thal 
we have no night to disagree with regard to anything that this assembly 
may do in friming 3 national consutution of this huge sub continent 
cxccpt those matters which may be germane to the safeguards for the 
munonuics So we are given the pnvilege to disagree only with regard to 
what may be called strictly safeguards of the mghts and interests of 
minomtes We are also given the pnvilege to send our own 
Tepresentativcs by scparate clitoratcs Now this proposal 1s based on 
the assumption that as soon as this Consutuuion comes into operation the 
Bnush hand will disappear Otherwise there will be no meaning in 1t 


‘Ofcourse Mr Gandhi says that the consutuuon will decide whether 
the Bnush will disappear and if sa to what extent In other words his 
proposal comes to this pee me the declaration that we are a free 
and nde pendent nation then I will dectde what I should grve you back 
Docs Mr Gandhi really want the complete inde pendence of India when 
he talks hke ums But whether the Bnush disappear or not, 1t follows that 
eXleNsive pow crs must be transferred to the people In the event of there 
being a disagreement bctween the majonty of the Constituent Assembly 
and the Musalmans in the first mstance. who will appoint the tmbunal? 
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And suppose an agreed tnbunalts possible and the award 1s made and the 
decision given who will, may I know be there to see that thts award 1s 
umplemented or carned out mn accordance with the terms of that award? 
And who will see thatitis honoured in practice because we are told the 
Bnush will have parted with their power mamly or complctely? Then 
what will be the sanction bchind the award which will enforce it We 
come back to the same answer, the Hindu majonty would do 1t with the 
help of the Briush bayonct or the Gandhi s AAunsa Can we trust them 
any more? 


Besides, Ladies and Genticmen can you imagine that a queshion of 
this characicr of social contract upon which the future consutuuon of 
India would be based affecung milhons of Musalmans, can be 
decided by means of a judicial tnbunal? Sull that1s the proposal of the 
Congress Before] deal with what Mr Gandhi said a few days ago ] shall 
deal with the pronouncements of some of the other Congress leadurs— 
each one speaking with a different voice Mr Rajayopalacharia the 
ex Pnme Mmister of Madras says that the only panacea for Hindu 
Muslim unity 1s the yomt electorates That1s ms prescription as one of the 
zrcat doctors of the Congress orgamsation (Laughter) Babu Rajendra 

rasad onthe other hand only a few days ago says Oh what more do 
the Mus dmans want? | will re id to you his words Hc says refernng to 
the minonty question ‘If Britain would conccde our right of 
sclf determination surely all these differences would disappear " How 
willour difference disappear? He docs not¢ xplain or clightcn us about 


But so long as Bntam remained and held power the differences 
would continuc to cust The Congress has made 11 clear that the future 
consutution would be framed not by the Congress alone but by 
representatives of all political pares and rcligious groups The 
Congress has gone further and declared thatthe minorities can have their 
represcntatives elected for this purposc by separate electorates oer 
the Congress regards separate electorates as an evil It will 
representatives of all the pcoplcs of this country imespective of their 
religion and litical af anon: who will be deciding the future 
constitution of India and not this or thal party What belter guarantecs 
can the mmonues have’? So according to Babu Rajendra Prasad the 
moment we enter the Assembly we shall shed all our pohtical affilaations 
and religions and everything clsc This 1s what Babu Rajendra Prasad 
said as late as 18 March 40 And this 15 now what Mr Gandhi said on the 


20th of March 40 He says 


‘To me Hindus, Muslims, Parsis, Harijans, are all alike J] cannot be 
frivolous —bdut | think he is fnvolous— I cannot be frivolous when | 
talk of Quaid 1 Avam Jinnah Heismy brother The only difference 1s 
this that brother Gandhi has thrce votes and I have only one vote 
(Laughter) ‘I would be happy indeed 1f he could kcep me in his pocket ’ 
1 do not know really what to say to this latest offer of his 


There was a time when I could say that there was no Mushm whose 
confidence I did not enjoy It 1s my misfortune that it 1s not so today 
Why has he lost the confidence of the Muslims today? May I ask Ladies 
and Genldemen’ I do not read all that appears in the Urdu Press but 
perhaps I get a lot of abuse there | am not sorry fort I still believe that 
without Hindu-Muslim settlement there can be no Swaray’ Mr Gandhi 
has been saying this now for the last 20 years You will perhaps ask in 
that case why do IJ talk of a fight I do so because it 1s to be a fight for a 
Consfituent Assembly 


He 1s fighting the Bnush But may! pointoutto Mr Gandhi and the 
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Congress that you are fighting for a Consutuent Assembly which the 
Mushms say we cannot accept which, the Muslims say means three to 
one, about which the Musalmans say that they will never be able im that 
way by the counting of heads to come to any agreement which will be 
rcal agreement from the hearts which will cnable us to work as fricnds 
and thcrefore this idea of aConstnuent Assembly 1s objectionable apart 
from other objections But he is fighting for the Consutuent Assembly 

not fighting the Musalmans at all! 


I do so because 11 15 to be a fight for a Consutucnt Assembly If 
Muslims ‘whocomce to the Consulucnt Assembly —mark the words, who 
come to the Consttent Assembly through Mushm votcs’—he 1s 
forcing us to come to that Asscembly— ‘declare that there 1s nothin 
commoan between Hindus and Muslims then alone | would give up all 
hope buicven then I would agree with them because they read the Quran 
ind I have also studicd somcthing of that holy book (Laughic) 


So he wants the Constrtucnt Assembly for the purpose of 
asccrlaining the vicws of the Musalmans andifthcy donot agree then he 
will give up al] hopes, but cven then he will agrce with us (Laughicr) 
Will I ask you Ladics and Genth-men 1s Us the way to show any rcal 
Pe desire of there existed any, to come to a scttlement with the 

usalmans? (Voices of No No) Why docs not Mr Gandhi agrec and 
I have suggestcd to him more than once and { repeat 11 again from this 
platorm why docs natMr Gandini honcsdy now acknowledge that the 
Conercssis aHinduCongress thathe docs not represent any body exccpt 
the solid body of Hindu people? Why should not Mr Gandhi be proud 
to say | am a Hindu Congress has solid Hindu backing ? 1] am not 
ashamid of saying that I am a Musalman (Hear hear ard appiaues) i 
am nght and i hope and I think evcn a blind man must have been 
convinced by now that the Muslim League has the solid backing of the 
Musalinans of India (Hear he ar) 


“Why then all this camouflage? Why all these machinations? Why 
all these mithods to cocree the British to ovaerthrow the Musalmans? 
Why this declaration of non cooperation? Why this threat of civil 
disobedience ? And why fight for aC onsutuent Assembly for the sake of 
asccrtaiming whether the Musalmans agree or they do not agree? 
(Hear hear) Why notcome as a Hindu leader proudly representing your 
proms and Ict me mect you proudly representing the Musalmans (Hear 


car ind applausc) This ws all that | have to say so far as the Congress 
wconcemcd 


So far as the Bnush Government 1s concerned, our Negouahons are 
not concluded yet you know We had isked for assurances on several 
points tWany rate we have made some advance with regard to anc point 
and thatis this: You remember our demand was that thc enure papblem 
of future constitution of India should be examincd de novo apart from 
the Government of India Act of 1935 To that the Viceroy s reply, with 
the authonty of His Majesty 5 povernmem, was—i had beucer quote 


that-- I will not put win my own words This is the reply that was sent 
wus on 23rd December 


My answer to your first question 1s that the declaration 1 
made with the approval of His Majesty s Government on 
October the 13th last docs not exclude “mark the words— 

does not cxclude Cxamination of any part either of the Actof 


: nba or of the policy and plans on which itis based’ (Hear, 
Acar 
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As regards other matters, we are still negouating and the most 
important points are (1) that no deciaration should be made by His 
Mayesty’s Government with regard to the future constitution of India 
without our approval and consent (Hear hear and applausc) and that no 
settlement of any question should be made with any party behind our 
back, (Hear hear), unless our approval and consents given to it Weil 
Ladies and Gentlemen whether the British Governmentin ther wisdom 
agrec to give us that assurance or not, but I trust that they will sull see 
that itis a fair and yust demand when we say thal we cannot leave the 
future fate and the destiny of 90 millon of people m the hands of any 
other judge We and we alone wish to be the final arbiter Surcly that:s 
a just demand We do not want that the Bnush government should thrust 
upon the Musalmans a constutution which they do not approve of and to 
which they do not agrec Therefore the Bntush Government will be well 
advised to give that assurance and give the Musalmans complete peace 
and confidence in this mattcr and win their friendship But whcilier they 
do that or not after all as T told you before we must depend on our own 
mhcrcent strengih and I make it plam from this Platform that if any 
declaration 1s made if any intenm settlement 1s made without our 
approval and without our consent the Mus almans of India will resist it 
(Hear hear and applausc) And no mistake should be made on that score 


Then the next point was with regard to Palesune We arc told that 
endeavours ecarnestendeavours are Beine made to mectthe reasonable 
national demands of the Arabs Wcll we cannot be satisfied by carncst 
endeavours sincere cndeavours best endeavours (Laughter) We want 
that the British Government should in fact and actually meet the 
demands of the Arabs in Palestine (Hear, hear) Then the nc xt point was 
with regard to the scnding of the troops Here there 1s some 
musundcrstanding But anyhow wc have madc our position Clear that we 
never imtcnded and in fact language does not yusufy itif there 1s any 
musapprchcnsion or apprehension that the Indian troops should not be 
used to the fullest m the defence of our own country hat we wantcd 
[was] the Brush government to give us assurance of was [sic] that the 
Indian treops should not be sent against any Muslim country or any 
Mushm powcr (Hear, hear) Let us hope that we may yet be able to get 
the Bnush Government to clanfy the position further This then 1s the 
sition with regard to the Bnush Governmcnt The last mecung of the 
orking Committec had asked the Viceroy to reconsider his lettcr of the 
23rd of December having regard to what has been explamned to him in 
ursuance of the resolution of the Working Committee dated the 3rd of 
Bebpuary and we are informed that the mattcr 1s receiving his careful 
consideration 


Ladies and Gentlemen! That is where we stand after the War and up 
to the 3rd of February As far as our intcmal position 1s concerned, we 
have also been cxamming it and you know thcre are several schemes 
which have been sent by various well informed conshtutionalists and 
others who take mterest with problem of India’s future constitution and 
we have also appointed a sub-committce to examine the details of the 
schemes that have come m so far But onc thing is quite clear, it has 
always been taken for granted mistakenly that the Musalmans are a 
munority and of course we have got used to at for such a long ume that 
these settled notions somcumes are very difficult to remove The 
Musalmans are not a minority The Musalmans are a nation by any 
dcfminon The Briush and particularly the congress proceed on the 
basis, well you are a minority after all what do you want’? What else 
dothe minorities want, sustas Babu Rajendra Prasad said Butsurcly the 
Musalmans arenotaminonty We find that even according to the British 
mapof India we occupy large parts of this country where the Musalmans 
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are m a mayjority—such as Bengal, Punjab NWFP Sind and 
Baluchistan 


Now the quesuon 1s what 1s the best soluuon of uns problem 
between the Hindus and the Musalmans? We have been considering, 
and as ] have already said, acommiuttec has been appointed to consider 
the various proposals But whatever the final scheme of consututon, I 
wll present to you my views and I wall just read to you in confirmation 
of whatl am going to put before you a letter from Lala Laypat Rai to Mr 
CR Dass It was written I belicve about 12 or 15 years ago and that 
jetter has been produced im a book by one Indra Prakash recently 
punished and that 1s how this lettcr has come to hight This is what Lala 

aypat Rai a very astute politician and a staunch Hindu Mahasabhite 
said But bcfore J] read his Ictter 1118 plain from that you cannol gel away 
from bemg a Hindu if you are a Hindu (Laughter) The_word 
nationalist has now become the play of conjurers m pohucs This 1s 
what he says 


There 1s one point more which has been troubling me vcry much 
of late and one which I want you to think carcfully and that 15 the 
question of Hindu Mohammedan unity [have devoted most of my 
umce during the last 91x months to the study of Muslim history and 
Mushm law and I am inclined to think it 1s neither possible nor 
pracucable Assumimg and admitung the sincemty of Moham- 
mecdan leaders in the non coopcrauion movement, | think their 
religion provides an effective bar to anyuimg of the kimd You 
remember the conversation I reported to you in Calcutta which I 
had with Hakim Ajmal Khan and Dr Kitchlew There 1s no finer 
Mohamincd an mn Hindustan than Hakim Ajmal Khan bul can any 
Mushm Icadcr overnde the Quran? Ic anonly hope that my rcading 
of Sslamic law is incormmct IT thmk ms reading 15 quite 
incorrect (Laughter) And nothing would relicve me more than to 
be convinced thatitis so Butifitis mght then it comes to this that 
although we cin unite agaimst the Bnush lincs we cannoli do so to 
rule FHimdustan on democratic Lincs 


Laches and Genthk_ men! When Lala Lajypat Rai said that we cannot 
Tule this country on democratic nes it was all right but when I had the 
temerily to speak the same truth about 18 months ago there was ashowcr 
of attacks and criticism But Lala Laypat Rai said 15 years ago thal we 
cannot do so vee rule Hindustan on demacratic lines What is the 
romcdy ? The remcdy according to Congress 18 to keep us in the minority 
and under the m yority mie Lala Lajypat Rai procecds further 


Whats then the remedy? Fam not afraid of the seven crores of 
Musalmans But I think the seven crores m Hindustan plus the 
armed hordes of Afghanistan Central Asia Arabia Mesopotamia 
and Turkcy wall be irresistible ° (Laughter) 1 de honestly and 
sincerely belicve im the necessity of desirabihty of Hindu Mushm 
unity Tam also fully proparcd to trust the Mushm Ieaders But what 
about the injunctions of the Quran and Hadis’? The lvaders cannot 
overnde them Are we thundoomecd? Thope not Lhope your Ie amed 
nund and wise head will find some way out of this difficulty 


Now Ladics and Gentlemen that 1s merely a letter written by one 
are Hindu icadcr to another great Hindu Icader fifteen years ago Now, 
should like to put before you my views on the subject as 1tsinkes mc 
taking cverything, into consideration at the present moment The British 
povomment and Pwhament, and more so the British nation have been 
or many decades past brought up and nurtured with settled notions 
about India s future based on deve opments in their own country which 
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has built up the Brush constitution functioning now through the Houses 
of Parhament and the system of Cabinet Their concept of party 
government functioning on poliucal planes has become the 1dcal with 
them as the best form of government for cvery country and the one sided 
and powerful propaganda which naturally appeals to the Bnush has ted 
them mto aserous blunder in producing aconsutulion envisaged in the 
Government of India Act of 1 935 e find that the most leading 
statesmen of Great Britain saturated with these nouons have in their 
pronouncements scriously asserted and expressed a hope that the 
Passage of ume will harmonise the mconsistent elements m India 


“A leading journal lke the London Tynes commentung on the 
Government of India Act of 1935 wrote that undoubtedly the 
difference between the Hindus and Muslims 1s not of religion in the strict 
sense of the word but also of law and culture that they may be said indced 
lo represent two enturely distinct and separate civilisations However in 
the course of ume the supersutions will dic out and India will be 
moulded into a single nauon (So according to the London J unes the 
only difficulties are supersuutions) These fundamental and deep rooted 
differences spiritual economic, cullural social and pohucal have been 
cuphemised as mere supersutions Butsurcly itisa flagrant disregard 
of the past history of the sub contnent of India as well as the 
fundamental Islamic conception of socicty vis @ ves thatof Hmduism lo 
characitunse them as mere superstitions Notwithstanding thousand 
yearsofclosecontact, nauionalities which are as divergent today as ever 
cannot atany ume be expected to transform themselves into one nation 
merely by means of subjecting them to a democratic constituuion and 
holding them forcibly together by unnatural and aruficial methods of 
Bnush Parliamentary statutes 


What the unitary government of India for 150 years had failed to 
achieve cannot be realised by the imposition of a central fedcral 
government [tis inconccivable that the fiat or the wntof a governmcnt 
so consutuicd can ever command a willing, and loyal obedience 
throughout the sub contuuncnt by various nationahties except by means 
of armcd force behind it The problem m India is not of an 
intcrcommunal character but manifestly of an intemational one and it 
mustbe treated as such So long as this basic and fundamental truth 1s not 
realiscd any constitution that may be built will resultin disastcr and will] 
pore destructive and harmful not only to the Musalmans but to the 

nuish and Hindus also If the Bntsh Goverment are rcally in camest 
and sincere to secure peace and happiness of the people of this 
sub continent the only course open to us all 1s to allow the major nations 
separate homelands by div ding India into autonomous nauional slates 
There 1s no reason why these states should be antagonistic to cach other 
On the otherhand therivalry and the natural desire and efforts on the part 
of one to dominate the social order and estabhsh political supremac 
over the other in the government of the country will disappear It will 
lead more tow ards natural goodwill by international pacts betwcecn them 
and they can live in complete harmony with ther neighbours This will 
lead further to a friendly settlement all the more easily with regard to 
minorities by reciprocal arrangemcnts and adjustments between 
Mushm India and Hindu India which will far morc adequately and 
cffectively safeguard the rights and interests of Muslim and vanous 
other minonties 


Tt 1s extremely difficult to appreciate why our Hindu fricnds far! to 
understand the real nature of Islam and Hinduism They arc not rchgions 
inthe smnct sense of the word butare in fact, diffcrent and distinct social 
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orders and itis adream that the Hindus and Muslims can ever evolve a 
common nationality, and ths misconception of one Indian nation has 
gone far beyond the limits and 1s the cause of most of our troubles and 
will lead India to destruction if we fail to revise our notions intume The 
Hindus and Mushms belong to two different religious philosophies, 
social customs and Iiterature They ne:ther mtermarry, nor interdine 
together and indeed, they belong lo two different cavihsations which are 
based mainly on conflicting 1deas and conceptions Their aspects on life 
and of life are different It 1s quite clear that Hindus and Musalmans 
dunve their inspiration from different sources of history They have 
chfferent epics, thar heroes are different and different episodcs Very 
often the hero of onc 1s a foe of the other and, hkewise their victorics 
and defeats overlap To yoke together two such nations under a single 
state one as anumencal minonty and the other as a mayority must lead 
to growing discontent and final dcstrucnon of any fabric thal may be so 
built up for the government of such a statc 


History has presented to us many examples such as the Union of 
Great Bntam and Ireland Czechoslovakia and Poland History has also 
shown to us many gcographical tracts much smaller than the sub 
continent of India which otherwise might have becn called one country 
but which have been divided into as many Stites as there are nations 
inhabiung them Balkan Peninsula comprises as many as 7 or 8 
sovercign states Likewise the Portugucse andihe Spanish stand divided 
in the Iberian Peninsula Whereas under the plea of umty of India and 
one nation which docs notexist 1t15 sought to pursue here the Jine of one 
central government when we know that the history of the last 12 hundred 
i ars has failed to achieve unity and has witnessed durmg these ages 

ndia always divided into Hindu India and Muslim India ‘The present 
artificial unity of India dates back only to the British conqucst and 1s 
maintained by the Brittsh bayonct but the termmation of the Bnush 
regime which is implicit m the recent declaration of His Mayjcsty s 
Government wall be the herald of the entre breakup with worse disaster 
than has cvcr taken place dunng the last one thousand years undcr 
Muslims Surcly that ts not the legacy which Britain would bequeath to 
Indra after 150 years ofher nile nor would Hindu and Mushm Indta risk 
such a sure cat istrophe 


Mushm India cannot accept any constitution which must 
necessarily result ina Hindum yority government Hindus and Muslims 
brought logcther under a democratic system forced upon the minonues 
¢an only mean Hindu Ray Democracy of the kind with which the 
Congress High Command 1s ecnamoured would mean the complete 
destruction of what 1s most precious in Islam We have had ample 
experience of the working of the provincial constutuuons during the last 
two and a half years and any repcition of such a government must lead 
to civil war and raising of private armics as recommended by Mr 
Gandh: to Hindus of Sukkar when he said that they must defend 


'This has reference to two arucles of Gandhi dated 1 and 29 January 1940 
published in flaryan 6 ney and 3 Fubruary 1940 relatang to Hindu Muslim 
nots sues the last quarter of 1939 in Sukkur ovcr possession of Manzilgah 
mosque ihe Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi, Vol LXXI op cit pT) 

74 and 159 60 Hhs carlicr article dated 28 November 1939 on the subject 


appr arcd in ffaryan 2 December 1939 
Candas Vol LXX opcit Pp 391 92 Poe kay nae eee 
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themselves violently or non violently, blow for blow, and if they could 
not they must emigrate 


“‘Musalmans are not a mmonty as it 1s commonly known and 
understood Onchas only got to look round Even today accarding to the 
British map of India, out of 11 provinces, four provinces, where the 
Mushms dominate more or Iess_ are functioning not wahstanding the 
decision of the Hindu Congress High Command to non co operate and 
prepare for civil disobedience Musalmans are a nation Gecording to any 
definition of a nation and they must have their homeland, their territory 
and their state We wish to lve im peace and harmony with our 
nughbours as a free and indepcndent people We wish our people to 
devclop to the fullest our spintual cultural, economic social and 

litical life un a way that we think best and in consonance with our own 
ideals and according to the gemus of our people Honesty demands and 
vital interest of mullions of our people impose a sacred duty upon us to 
findan honourable and peaceful solution which would be just and fair 
to all But at the same time we cannot be movcd or diverted from our 
purpose and objective by threat or mnumidations We must be prepared 
to face all difficuluies and consequences make all the sacnfices that may 
be required of us to achieve the goal we have set in front of us 


Ladics and Gentlemen thats the task before us 1 fear ] have gone 
beyond my ume-limit There are mnany things that I should like to tell 
you but! have already published a little pamphlet’ contaming most of 
the things that I have said and J have becn saying and J think you can 
casily get the publication both in English and in Urdu from the League 
Office [t might give you a clear idea of our aims It contains very 
uNportant resolutions of the Mushm Leaguc and various other 
statements Anyhow I have placed before you the task thal lres ahcad of 
us Do you realise how big and stupendous it is ? Do you realise that you 
cannot get frecdom or independence by mere arguments? 


‘1 should appes) to the miclhgentsia The iniclhgentsia in all 
countnes in the world have been the pionecrs of any movements for 
freedom What does the Mushm intelligentsia propose to do? 1 may tell 
yau that unless you get this into your blood unlcss you are prepared to 
take off your coats and are willing to sacrifice al] that you can and work 
selflessly earnestly and sincercly for your people you will never realise 
your aim Frnends y thercfore want you lo make up your mind definitely 
and then think of devices and organise your people strengthen your 
organisation and consohdate the Musalman all over India IJ think that the 
masses are wide awake They only want your guidance and your lead 
Come forward as servants af Telarn organise the people cconomucally, 
socially educationally and polincally and [ am sure that you will be a 
power that will be accepted by everybody " (Chcers ) 


Nawabsada Liaquat Ah Khan, Honorary Secretary, All India Musiim League 
the War Ii Problem of india’ s Future Constutution What Musium India and its 
Leader Mr MA Jinnah Think, National Pnnung and Publishmg House, 
Daryagang, Delhi nd Anesghty one page booklet contaiming relevant Muslim 
League resoluuons Jinnah s speeches and statuments and his correspondence 
with Nehru Gandhi and Viceroy Lmlithgow, August 1939—Feburary 1940 
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248. “Idea of United India a Dream—We have Definitely 
made up our Minds” 


“IT am for a compromise and an honourable settlement between 
the Hindus and Muslims and the minorities, but the sooncr the idea 
of any orgamsation, however greal, representing all India 1s given 
up the better,”” said Mr M A Jinnah inan interview on Monday [25 
March] evening aftcr explaining the significance of the All India 
Muslim Leaguce’s decisions at the Lahore session ? 


Referring to the main resolutions passed by the League, Mr 
Jinnah said that, though no man could lay down a scheduled 
programme, ‘‘but I know that Muslim India will not shirk any 
sacnifice as we have definitely made up our minds for the 
rcaulisation of the goal that we have sct in front of us 


The declaration of our goal which we have definitely laid down 
of the division of India’, he said, 18 1m My Opimon undoubtedly a 
landmark tn the future history of the Musalmans of India I am 
asked what are the means by which we will realise this goal Firstly 


Press interview, Civil & Miltiary Gazette 26 March 1940 


Whik Viccroy Linlithgow described the Partition demand of Lahore as no_ more 
thin abargaming counter tgainstCongress (Linhthgow to HM the King 13 dunce 
1940) India Office Library Linlithgow Collection MSS Eur F 1245/1) the Indian 
Notional Congress secms to have sgnored it until Apmt May 1942 when the 
Congress Working Commiuttce cventually considered it necessary to choose the 
lusseresal and acknowledge the Mushm Leo aguc sclimfor scparauon Sec All 
India Congress Committee procecdings Allahabad 29 April 2 May 1942 in 
AM Zadi and S$ G “id (cds) fhe Encyclopacdia of indian Nationat 
Congress A Fight to the Finish, Vol IT 1939 1946 Indian Insunute of 
Eee Police ul Research New Delhi 1981 p 381 Gandhi commented en it 
astollows Ido not blicve that Mushms when itcomes to amaticr of actual 
decision willbcvcr want vivisecuion Thar good sense will preventthem Their 
scl€ interest will deter them Thar rehgion will forbid the obvious suicide 
which the partition would mein The two nation’ theory 1s an untrath The 
vast majonty of Mushms of India arc converts to Islam or arc descendants of 
converts: They did not become a separate nation as soon as they became 
converts Hindus ind Muslims of India arc not two nations Those whom God 
has mide one main will never be able to divide Gandhi's aructc entittitd A 


Bafflin, Suuauon  /faryan 6 Apnl 1940 Lhe Collected Works of Mahatma 
Gandhi Vol LAX op cit pp 387 90 


In Britun JAe Lunes (25 March 1940) reported only bncfly the Lahore 
procecdmys Crom ws correspondent based m Dcthi) im relation to Jinnah » 
presidential address listened to according to the csumate citcd in J he [umes 
above by more thin 190000 Mushms fhe fumes further reproduced 
Jinnah s summary reply that TI will give my hfe to achieve it to a 
qucshoncr who asked what course he would pursue if he did not succeed in 
his pohcy of division * Manchester Guardian GO Apnl 1940) im a belaud 
cditonal comment described Jinnah s demand for Moslem mdcpendence — in 
some wavs most dangerous The Lahore happenmgs found no menuon in 


par amentary proccedings m London either at the ume or in ummediate 
ulure 
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by reasoning with and persuading our Hindu fnends and the British 
Government We beheve that our cause 1s nght and we do not 
despair of convincing them I really do not sce why our Hindu 
fnends orthe Bnttsh Government should put difficulties m the way 
of our proposal 


‘I thoroughly belheve that the idea of one united Indiais a dream 
Given goodwill and a fnendly understanding, Mushm India and 
Hindu India can live as most fnendly neighbours free from clashes 
and fnction in their respective spheres and peacefully develop the 
government of their States to their own satisfaction respectively 
Bul the struggle will and must be continued and no man can Say 
when we are at the threshold of it and as to how it will proceed And 
no man can lay down a scheduled programme because it will 
depend upon so many factors that may develop and the nature of 
obstacles that may be created We will have to deal with the 
situation {rom time to time as if may develop Bul | know that 
Mushm India will not shirk any sacnfice as we have definitely 
made up our minds for the realisation Of the goal that we have set 
infront of us 


Not Passing Phase 


‘This 1s not a passing phase and it is a mistake to think that the 
mcthods of a Consntucnt Assembly will make anv change in the 
solid opinion of the Musalmans 


‘Another thing that has emerged from the session of the Ali India 
Muslim League is that in face of the unfornunate Occurrence on 
March 19, resulting inthe loss of alarge numberof Muslims, which 
shook the Musalmans of India and particularly of the Punjab and 
Tahore the Subjects Committee after many many hours of 
deliberations came to a unanimous decision and a sull more 
remarkable fact is thal the entire body of delegatcs in the open 
session and the vast public accepted the resolution moved from the 
chair also unanimously This has shown beyond doubt that the 
Musalmans are capable of standing and going through an ordcal 
and tnal worthy of any great poliucal organisation In my opinion, 
therefore, this session was far more successful than it would have 
been otherwise from thal point of view The other no doubt would 
have been probably a greater spectacular, polibcal demonstration 
free from the shadow of this tragedy and the gloom that was cast 
But for that there would have been no opportunity to go through the 
tinal and cxammmation Of the acid test to which the Muslim League 
and the Punjab public were put” 
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249. Iqbal ‘‘a Dynamic Personality’? 


“If I live to sce the ideal of a Muslim State being achieved in 
India, and I were then offered to make a choice betwecn the works 
of Iqbal and the rulership of the Muslim State, I would prefer the 
former” This view was expresscd by Mr MA _ Jinnah presiding 
over the second session of the ‘Iqbal Day’ held in the University 
Hall, Lahore, on Monday [25 March] Mr AK _ Favslul Hug 
presided over the first sitting on Sunday On both occasions a big 
audicnce of all communitics was present 


Continuing, Mr Jinnah said that in Apnl 1936, he thought of 
transforming the Muslim Leaguc, which was then only an 
academical institution, into a parliament of the Mushms of India 
From that tume to the end of his life, he continued, Iqbal stood like 
arock by him Iqbal, Mr Jinnah said, was notonly a great poct who 
had a permancnt placc in the history of the world’s best literature, 
he was a dynamic personality who, dunng his lifetime, made the 
greatest contribution towards rousing and devcloping of Mushm 
nauonal conscrousness He compared Iqbal with grcedl literary 
figures of England like Milton and Shelicy 


Sir Abdul Qadir, 1n the course of his speech, said that Iqbal’s 
secretary told him anincident which wasvery sigmificant On April 
20, 1938, being the last day of the poct’s carthly cxistence, a culling 
from an English paper of Natal was received by Iqbal It contained 
an account of the procecdings of amecung of the Muslims of Natal 
who offered prayers for the long life of Iqbal, Jinnah and Kemal 
Ataturk When this account was read over to the poct, he said ‘1 
have now finished my life’s work Mr Jinnah had yet to fulfil his 
life’s mission Let the Muslims, therefore, pray for his long hfe ’ 


Mr Hira Nand, a professor of the Sanatan Dharma College, 
Lahore, 1n the course of his specch, said that Iqbal was the poct of 
humanity In the Bang-t-Dara the poet expressed noblicst 
sentiments about Nanak, the founder of Sikhism, Shn Ram and 
Swami Ram Tirath Professor Muntr-ud-Din, 1n the course of his 
paperon ‘Re-oricntation of religious valucs in Iqbal’ said *Dunng 


‘Public speech, Cevil & Military Gazetie 26 March 1940 Jinnah also sent the 
following message to the Aligarh Magazine Special Number on Iqbal sec 
Muhammad Sultan Islam (cd } The Alisa hi Magarine Special Number, 1939-40, 
Vol 118 No 1 Muslim University Press nd p 193 


I wish your cfforts to bnng out a Special Number of Aligarh Magazine 
devotcd to the hfe and teachings of the late Dr Sir Muhammad Iqbal every 
success I nced hardly say that he was onc of the greatcst mtcrpreters of the 
spintof Islam and any cffort which will make our people understand his life 
and teachings is most essential specially at this moment and I am glad that 
to Ahgarh Magazine has undertaken to mike this contribution tow ards the 

ushm National Movement M A Jinnah 
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the last 500 years Iqbal was the first to appreciate fully the need of 
Ijnhad — mnovahon in the static world of Istam Iqbal revived the 
whole metaphysical background of Islam _ His noies on ‘destiny’ 
and ‘freedom of action” are of particular valuc  Iqbal’s 
re-onentauon of relrgious valucs is particularly valuable on account 
of his rediscovery of fresh levels of human consciousness These 
levels of conscrousness are super-iniclilectual modes of approach to 
reality and vary from simple intuition to the degree of Miray — 
perfection which the Prophet achieved ” 


Many other poets and scholars read poems and papers on Iqbal 
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250. “Woman is Man’s Equal, Friend and Comrade” 


The ‘weaker sex’ 1s more powerful than both sword and pen, was 
the view expressed by Mr MA _ Jinnah while addressing the 
students of Jinnah Islamia Colicge for Women? in Lahore on 
Monday {March 25] He said 


“I have always maintained that no nation Can ever be worthy of its 
existence that cannot take with them therr women No struggle can ever 
succced without women ever participaling side by side with men There 
are two powcrs im the world Once 1s represented by the sword and the 
othcr by the pen There 1s a great compeution and nvalry between the 
two There 1s a third powcr stronger than both That is the woman tis 
woman and woman alone who can tuach man how and when to use the 
sword or pen when the occasion anses The Muslim Leaguc 1s not quite 
oblivious of the vital importance of taking their women with them so that 
they also participate in national struggle 


At Patna we appointed an All India Women’s Central Committee 
During the last 15 months I have been watching their efforts diffrcuttes 
and obstacles Notwithstanding all that’ great progress has been made 
by the Committee You young ladies are more fortunate than your 
mothers You arc being cmancipited I don tmean that you should copy 
the West But do mean that man must be made to understand and made 
lo fcc] that Woman 1s his equal and that womans his fricnd and comrade 
and they together can build up homes farmhics and the nations 


"Public specch Civil & Military Gazette 26 March 1940 


2A similar rcport about the cvent appeared in findustan limes, 27 March 1940 


according to which this College located at Nawankot (Lahore) was named aftcr 
Jinnah that very day 
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251 Partition Resolution—‘S peak With One Voice—that 
of Islam’?! 


(By Our Political Correspondent) The main rcsolution 
dcfining their goal as division of the country into independent 
sovercign States constituting Muslim India and Hindu India was 
unanimously carned and that relating to the Khaksar trouble was 
put from the Chair and adopted without a dissenting vorce before 
the 27th session of the All India Mushm League concluded shortly 
before midnight in Lahore on Sunday [24 March] The session, 
which concluded amidst sccnes of unprecedented enthusiasm and 
resounding shouts of Allah-o-Akbar and Quaid-:-Avam 
Zindabad, was a triumph for Mr Jinnah’s leadership and proof of 
the sanity of the League under his guidance in dealing with delicate 
quesuions 


The three-day session Commenced under the heavy shadow of 
the Khaksar disturbance, but the use of hard words with reference 
10 1t Was carefully avoided throughout the proceedings in distinct 
contrast to the League’s methods of approach to other problems 
The resolution relating to the Khaksar question was put to the 
session from the Chairby Mr Jinnah The wording of the resoluuion 
was Caulious, attempting to avoid cmbarrassment to the Punjab 
Government and al the same time sausfying all secuions of opinion 
among the delegates While it expressed sorrow at the unfortunate 
and tragic occurrence, the resolution called upon the Government 
to appoint an independent and impartial committee of inquiry and 
authorise the Working Commiitcce to take such action as they might 
consider proper on the publicauon of its report The resolution also 
urged upon the various Governments to remove the ban declanng 
the Khaksars organisation an unlawful body as soon as possible 


Onus on Khaksars 


Thus the League has taken on a position which 1n substance 
confirms the attitude taken by the Punjab Government The latter 
have already announced that an inquiry will be held into the 
incident by two High Count Judges As regards the pan which urges 
the removal of the ban declanng the Khaksar orgamsation an 
unlawful body, the words ‘as soon as possible’ in the resolution are 
Significant and place the onus on the Khaksars themselves It 
depends on them now to create favourable circumstances by 
abandoning their unlawful activitics so that the Government may 
consider the possibility of rescinding the order 


‘News report, Civil & Military Gazetie, 26 March 1940 
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The action of the League conceming the Khaksar question 1s 
already having a salutary effect If the order of the Nath Salar-i- 
Azam [deputy commandcr-in-chicf] to the Khaksars to suspend 
their unlawful activiuics secured on the intervention of Nawab 
Bahadur Yar Jung, himself a Khaksar from Hyderabad (Deccan), 
are obeyed, pcace may soon be restored tn Lahore The orders, 
which were conveyed to two partics of Khaksar demonstrators on 
Sunday [24 March], were obeycd In the meantuume Nawab Bahadur 
Yar Jung 1s Carrying on negotiations for a final settlement 


The resolution relating to the Khaksars was discussed in the 
Subyecis Committec from 9 pm on Saturday till 2 am when the 
final draft was approved Atthe commencement of the mectng Sir 
Sikander Hyat Khan, the Punjab Premier, 1s understood to have 
made a lengthy speech relating to the circumstances under which 
the Punjab Government were forced to take action against all quasi 
military Orgamsavions in the province and how the defiance of the 
order by the Khaksars and their unprovoked attack on the policc 
resulted in the unfortunate incident A discussion followed in 
which several points of view were expressed There was difference 
of opinion on the way the practically identical view of the Subjects 
Commitice should be given expression to 


‘Expel Sikander’ 


When the open session met at 8 50pm on Sunday [24 March], 
the atmosphere in the pandal_ was surcharged with excitement in 
expectation of the Khaksar resolution being taken up From the 
very slartthe proceedings were interrupted with shouts of ‘Khaksars 
Zindabad’ and Stkander Ko League Se Nikai Do (expel 
Sikander from the League) 


After discussion on the main resolution was concluded and 
cared unanimously, Mr Jinnah rose to move the resoluuon 
relating to the Khaksar trouble It said 


‘This session of the All India Mushm League places on record its dee 
scnse of sorrow at the unfortunate and tragic occurrence on March 18, 
1940 owing to aclash between the Khaksars and the police, resulting in 
the loss of a large number of lives and injuries to many more and 
sincercly sympathises with those who have suffered and with their 
families and dependants This session calls upon the Government to 
forthwith appoint an mdcpendent and impartial committec of inquiry 
the personnel of which would command perfect confidence of the 
people with imstrucuons to them to make a full and complete 
investigation and inquiry in the whole affair and make their report as 
soon as possible 


This session authorises the Working Committee to take such action 
in the matter as thyy may consider proper ammediately after the 
pubhc abon of the report of the Commitiec ens session urges upon the 
+anous Governments that the order declaring the Khaksar organisalon 
unlawful should be removed as soon as possible * 
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The resolution, Mr Jinnah pointed out, was the result of 
discussion 1n the Subjects Commitice for five hours The Subjects 
Committee had adopted the resolution unanimously and it was 
now for the delegates to deal with it as they liked The resolution 
represented their considercd opinion and they wantcd him to 
CoByey to the delegates thal the resolution might be put from the 

hair 


Many Reasons 


Mr Jinnah added ‘There are many reasons for this course to be 
adopted The first reason 1s that it will not be desirable to have 
people comimg and making speeches aficr speeches [1 18 very 
difficult to restrain passions and some may say somcthing which 
might be considered harmful to ourinterest Another reason 1s that 
the matter 1s sub judice’ The resotution, he said, asked for a full 
and complete tnvesugatuon and inquiry and it would not be 1n the 
fitness of things that on the once hand they asked for an inquiry and 
on the other they pronounced their judgment He reminded the 
delegates that there was a Clause tn the resolution which authorised 
the Working Committce of the All India Mushm Leaguc to take 
such action as they thought proper immediately aftcr the 
publication of the report of the inquiry committee Mr Jinnah then 
ascertained the views of the delegates and they approved of the 
Suggestion that the resolution should not be discussed and 
therefore moved from the Chair 


Conunuing, Mr Jinnah said that, with their authonty, he moved 
the resolution from the Chair He assured the delcgatcs and the 
fnends of the Khaksar organisation that the Working Committce 
would not rest until they had secured justice He also assured them 
that, whether it was the Punjab Government or the Government of 
India or the Punjab Ministry or even the Punjab Premicr, they 
would not rest unt they had secured full yusuce Mr Jinnah then 
requested every Muslim im the Punjab and in other parts of India 
and the Khaksars particularly to put their heads together and sec 
that at the ume of the inquiry they placed their matcnal before the 
invesugating authonty They should also put their heads together 
tegardicss of expense to sec that all maicnal and evidence was 
placed before the inquiry committee That was the most important 
thing at the present moment 


Earlier discussion was resumed on the main resolution regarding 
the constitutional goal for the League The resolution, which was 
moved on Saturday [23 March], was debated on Sunday morning 
[24 March] and again in the evening before it was finally passed 
The moming session on Sunday [24 March] 1130 am with 
Nawab Sir Muhammad Shah Nawaz of Mamdot in the Chair Mr 
M A Jinnah arnved inthe pandai half an hour later, accompanied 
by his sister, Miss Jinnah The attendance which was poor at the 
opening of the session, improved after Mr Jinnah’s arrival 
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Khan Bahadur Nawab Ismail Khan (Bihar) who was the first 
speaker to resume discussion on the main resolution, said that he 
supported the resolution in the Subyccts Committee though he 
belonged to a Muslim minonty province He was conscious that 
they would never rcalise the dream of independence, which the 
majonty provinces would get if the proposed scheme was 
translated into a practical proposition He belreved that as long as 
they remained on the nght path neither the mayonty community nor 
the minority community could be killed He was thankful for the 
assurance Of help that had been exicnded to Muslim minonties in 
seven provinces of India by the majority provinces However, he 
said that if they were true Mushims they would leam to live [stand] 
on their own Icgs They had trust in God and were sure that an 
equitable distnbution of rights would be cffected in their provinces 


Islamic Traditions 


He concluded by pointing out the social and religious differences 
between the Mushms and the majonty community and asserted thal 
in accordance with Isiamic tradivons, Mushims would get freedom 
and live independently The voice that was being raised from the 
platform of the League was the voice of Muslim Indta and not that 
which was raised by Maulana Abu! Kalam Azad Qazi Muhammad 
Isa (Baluchistan) said that the histonc resolution that they were 
going Lo pass was possible on account of the atuitude of the Mushm 
minority provinces They were thankful to them and assured them 
that they would not forget them in case they were in any troublic 
The treatment that was meted out to them by the Hindu majonly 
would be reciprocated in Muslim majonty provinces to the Hindu 
munonty 


Mr Abdul Hamid (Madras) said thal for so many decades the 
Muslims had co-operated with the Hindus for the freedom of the 
country and had made yeoman sacrifices They had never been 
behind anyone in the fight forthe freedom of the country believing 
that when India was free the cnure pcopic would be free But they 
had been disillusioned The working of provincial autonomy had 
Shown that what was supposed to be the freedom of India was really 
the freedom of the Hindus The Congress he said, had designs to 
keep the Musiims under perpetual bondage In accordance with 
tharricligious and histonc traditions, the Muslims could not accept 
that postion They had always been a free nation except for the last 
1SO years in India Referring to the assurances by majonty 
Provinces, he said that im the consutuuonal batlle there was the 
question of heads and numbers The question in minonty 
provinces was that of their nghts and pos:tion both constitutionally 
and pohiucally He hoped that when the constitution was drafted 
their opimon would be given duc consideration and regard 
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Mr Chundngar (Bombay) said that the purpose of the resolution 
was to scrap federation and autonomy and present a new basis for 
the consututional dispensation If the Congress plan was accepicd 
he feared that their culture and civilisation would be destroyed If 
however, there was a solid Muslim kingdom 1n the country, 
would have a sobering effect on the Hindus and their designs 
against the Muslims would be dcfcated He opposed the 
Constituent Assembly proposal on the ground that in that assembliv 
they would have only the nght to vote on the question of safeguards 
and not on the actual constitution for India He said that the 
Congress intentions were not good He congratulated the League 
on the boid stand they had taken and paid a compliment to the 
Muslim minonty provinces which he said had played a more 
important part in organising the League 


Atrocities 


Syed Abdul Raoof (CP) refened to Congress atrocitics on 
Muslims in the two and 4 half vears of their rule In spite of that he 
said, the Muslims in those provinces had not been subducd and thetr 
spirits remained undamped He asked the majonty provinces not to 
worry about them, their safeguard was their faith in Allah They 
would never ask forhelp and would always try to stand on thetrown 
legs 

Dr Muhammad Alam (Punjab), who recently Ic ft the Congress 
and joined the Muslim Leaguc, said that the scheme to divide India 
into zones was onginally suggested by Bhar Panmanand when he 
had not joined the Hindu Mahasabha and belonged 10 the Gadar 
Pany He said that Mr Jinnah had been calicd a political fanatic by 
some newspapers He wished that the Muslims had two such 
fanatics, one to deal with the Bnush and the other to decal with the 
Hindus 


He characterised the resolution as a declaration of war against the 
Bntish and the Hindus It also carned the message of peace They 
were iclling the Bnush that if the Hindus could not get freedom for 
India, the nine crores of Muslims would get 1 The Congress, he 
feared, really did not want freedom for the country at all What they 
were after was Hindu Ray under the patronage of the British If their 
demand fora Constituent Assembly was accepted, he was surc that 
they would agree to Dominion Status or even to a iesser status The 
Mushms did not want anything of the son, they wanted 
unadulterated frecdom forthe whole country Contunuing Dr Alam 
Said that it had been wrongly said 1n the press that he had changed 
his political coat As a mattcr of fact, it was the Congress which had 
changed tls position The Congress had drifted from their onginal 
position He further said that if therr demand for freedom was 
accepted by the Bnush they would have no quarrel with them The 
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Congress also, he said, should acccpt the stand taken by the League 
for the freedom of the country and make peace with them If the 
Congress did not change their attrtude, the Mushm nation would 
Still fight forthe freedom of the country The Muslims had no faith 


in the Congress and that was the reason they were Icaving 1t one by 
one 


Mr Jinnah’s Assurances 


Continuing Dr Alam referred to the talk that he had with Mr 
Jinnah in Deihi before yorning the League He asked Mr Jinnah if 
he would maintain his attitude against direct action even after 
giving the Leaguc the Iead that was being given in the resolution 
The reply was that the resoluuuon carned them far If thcy had to 
fight the Brush fori Mr Jinnah satd, “Alam, I will give my lfc 
forit”? Dr Alam said thathe next questioned Mr Jinnahifhe would 
be prepared to go to jail in fighting for the goal which he had sct 
before him, Mr Jinnah according to Dr Alam said, ‘‘Alam before 
you, you will follow me” After these assurances, Dr Alam said 
thathe told Mr Jinnahthathe (Mr Jinnah) was hisleader Dr Alam 
further said that the Muslims were a nation and that it was natural 
thatthey should have ahomeland The safcguards forthe minontics 
m Hindu provinces must be mandatory For Hindus, he concluded 
they wanted the same freedom as for themselves 


At this stage the session adjourned tl the evening when the 
discussion was resumed by Syed Zakir Ali (Agra) He comparcd 
the Muslims in minonty provinces to the advance guard of thc 
Mushm army He hoped that the resolution did not depend on the 
consent and epproval of ihe Hindus and the Bntish If that were so 
then it was not worth the paper on which it was wntten However, 
he belicved that, that was not the case because the martial classes 
of the Punjab and the Frontier Pathans werc al the back of it 


Women’s Part 


Begum Muhammad Ah, weanng a black veil, said that in ordct 
to win freedom they must strengthen the Muslim League She said 
that Muslim women also wanted to play their duc part in the 
struggle forfreedom Without their help she belicved the men could 
not do anything After Maulana Abdul Hamid (U P ) had spoken 


Mr Jinnah put the resolution to the delegates and it was declared 
carned unanimously 


Another resolution passed by the session on Sunday [24 March] 
related to the Palestine quesnion It was allowed to be moved in the 
open session without the approval of the Subjects Committe 
because of its uncontroversial nature and because it was in 
consonance with the pronouncements made by the League It was 


moved by Mr Muhammad Rahman Siddiqi and supported by Sir 
Rava Ali It said 
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The All India Musiim League views with grave concern the 
inordinate delay on the part of the Bntish Government m coming to a 
settlement with the Arabs in Palestine and places on record its 
considered opimion in clear and unequivocal language that no 
arrangement of a piecemeal character will be made in Bacene which 
are contrary in spint and opposed to the pledges given to the Mushm 
world and particularly to the Muslims in India to secure their acuve 
assistance in the war of 1914 18 Further thc League warms the Bntush 
Government against the danger of taking advantage of the presunce of 
large Bnutsh forces in the Holy Land to overawe the Arabs and force 
them into submission 


After the resolution regarding the Khaksars had been passed the 
election of office-bearcrs took place On the proposal of Sir Rava 
Ah, Nawabsada Liaquat Ali was clected honorary secretary and 
the Raja of Mahmudabad honorary treasurer The election of two 
joint secretarics was Iefi to the League Council The session then 
approved of the following amendment tn the constitution of the 
Leaguc 


‘The Working Committce of the All India Mushim League shall 
control dircct and regulate all the activiucs of the various provincial 
Le agucs stnctly inconsonance with the arms objects and rules of the All 
India Mushm League The Working Committee of the All India Mushm 
League shall be empowcrced 


a) To take disciplin achon agamst individual members of the 
Council of the All India Muslin Le tg,.uc who violate the decisions of the 
League or act m contravention of its arms and objects subject lo a nght 
of appeal to the Council of the All India Musiim La iguc 


b) To suspend, dissolve or disaffiliate any provincial League which 
fails inits dutics infringes or ignores the decisions or direchion of the All 
India Mushim League or ainders ete a, of the Leaguc in any 
manncr whatsoever subject to a right of appeal to the Council of the All 


India Muslim League 
Negotiations 


Before the session concluded, Nawab Bahadur Yar Jung 
addressed the session for about an houron ‘Islam’ Referring to the 
Khaksars, he Said that he had met the Natb Salar-1-Azam inJail and 
he had issucd imstrucuons to the Khaksars not to hold 
demonstrations as negotiations were going on with the authoritics 


Mr Jinnah, in his conciuding remarks, thanked the Reception 
Committee for theirexcelient arrangements and for helping him to 
conduct the deliberations He said that he was very perturbed when 
he heard of the finng on the Khaksars His life had been shortencd 
by 10 years when he heard of the tragic happening in Lahore He 
was adviscd by some people not to hold the scssion in Lahore, but 
he had faith in the people of the Punjab and he decided not to 
postpone the session When he reached Lahore, he told reporters 
that the Lahore session of the Muslim League was going to be a 
landmark im the history of the Muslims of India He had no doubt 
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that but for this tragedy on the eve of the session, it would have 
proved a greater success There would have been a magnificent 
procession, when they would have hed an opportunity to 
demonstrate their enthusiasm Theirenemics had also attempted to 
mar the session but ali their attempts had failed and the session had 
concluded most successfully 


He was happy that the delibcrations of ihe session were 
conducted in a cool and calm atmosphere Ii was an acid test for the 
Muslims ‘When our blood was boiling and when 30 Muslims were 
shot dead, 1t was very difficult to keep calm But you have 
demonstrated to the world that the Muslims are capable of beanng 
sorrows You have also shown to the world that you can conduct 
your business in a gathenng of lakhs It 1s the finest certuficate that 
can be given to any nation The prestige of the League was in the 
hands of the Muslims of the Punjab I, thereforc, congratulate the 
Punjab Muslims {tom the bottom of my heart It gives me courage 
to serve you all the more ”’ 


A Landmark 


Continuing, Mr Finnah said that the Lahore session had really 
proved to be a landmark in the history of Muslim India bec ause they 
had defined their goal) He assured the gathering that they would 
fight for that goal They had taken the decision in right ecamest 
Pinally, he appcated to the Muslims of the Punjab to organise the 
Leagucin the province and carry its message {rom village to village 
and house to house He exhorted workcrs peasants intelligentsia 
landlords and capitalists Lo speak with one voice —that of [slam 


The session concluded with deafening shouts of Allah o-Akbar 
and *Mohammad Ali Jinnah Zindabad’ 


During Sunday |2-4 March], Mr Jinnah was the guest of honour 
at a Junchcon by Khan Bahadur Syed Maratib Ali al his residence 
on Davis Road and an At Home by Sir Sikander Hyat Khan, the 
Punjab Premicr, at his residence on the Upper Mall Those present 
al the Premicr’s party included His Excellency Sir Henry Crath, Sir 
Douglas Young Mr Faviul Hug, Mr Justice and Kanwarant Dalip 
Singh Mr Justice and Mrs Monroe Mr Justice and Mrs Ram Lal 
Mr Justice Skemp, Mr Justice Sale Sir Shahab-ud-Din, Mailth 
Khivar Hayat Khan Tiwana Mian Abdul Haye, Mr and Mrs 
Skine Major and Mrs Mackessack, the Nawab of Chhattari, Sir 
Sycd Sultan Ahmad, Sir Nazim-ud-Din, Nawabsada Liaquat All 
Khan, Sir Muhammad Shah Nawaz of Mamdot, Col and Mrs 
Carson Major-General and Mrs Saunders, Sir Abdul Qadir and 
Lady Qadir Haji Str Abdoola Haroon Mr Sayed Hossain Imam 
Mr and Mrs Ram Chandra, Mr and Mrs” Askwith, Nawab 


Muvatfar Khan, Mr Alan Mitchcll, Mr JD Penny and Begum 
Shah Nawaz 
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252 “Anxious to meet Gandhi to Discuss Details of Two 
Indias’! 


New Delhi, March 29 The President of the Muslim League, Mr 
Mohammad Ah Kinnah, announced here today that he 1s inviung 
Mr Gandht to a private conference to discuss the partiuon of India 
into Muslim and Hindu Statcs 


Mr Jinnah declared 1n an interview that tt was useless to cntcise 
Britain for being slow to grant India Independence tf the Icaders of 
the different movements did not prescnt logical and practical plan 
forits realization “Tam anxious to meet Mr Gandhi soon to discuss 
the details of two Ind1ias—Muslim and Hindu — which are as 
unlike as Germany and France,—even more so, because they are 
different people with different religious and sovuial orders I am 
willing to forget personal differences and go to Wardha myself to 
meet Mr Gandhiinhisowncamp ”’ Mr Jinnah continued ‘I think 
the me has come for Mr Gand and Ito get together and talk brass 
tacks I fecl Tcan speak on behalf of Muslim India and he on behalf 
of the Hindus, but not all India, as he pretends to represent ° 


Asked whcther he wanted complete independence for Indid Itke 
Mr Gandhi, Mr Jinnahreplied ‘IT would be sausfied with Dominion 
status for Muslim Indta within the Bntsh Commonwealth of 
Nations ‘Mr Gandhi, like mc, knows thal Indid 1s not ready for 
complete independence It 1s a continent of 400 000 OOO persons Ef 
the Brush bayoncts disappeared suddenly, then the Central 
Government would collapse You might as well dream of aumited 
North and South Amenca’’ Mr Jinnah pointed out that Burma had 
been part of Indra, but had been permiticd to separate from it “The 
same should follow for MusI:m India,” he said—British United 
Press 


‘Press mterview Manchester Guardian, 310 March 1940 
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Mushm League Documents 


On the eve of mdependence in August 1947 the records of the All India 
Mushm League housed in arcntcd building at Faizbazar Daryagan) where the 
office of the All India Mushm League was locatcd were barcly saved amidst 
communal riots m Dclhi Sensing danger Sycd Shamsul Hasan, office secretary 
(1919-47) of the All India Muslim Leaguc (AIML), packed the records in forty 
five stcec] trunks with avicw to shifting them to Karachi 


Sycd Shamsul Hasan came to Karachi to wimess Independence Day 
celebrations when he called on Jinnah who instructed him to rush back to 
Delhi and bring the records to Karachi Backin Delf Shamsul Hasan was 
arrestud under sccuon 304 of the Indian Penal Code He was howevcr released 
three wecks lateron the intercession by Sardar Abdur Rab Nishtar and Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad with the Indian Pnme Ministcr, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
It took him several months to transfer the records to Karachi In Karachi, they 
were housed at the Pakistan Mushm League office located in an allotted 
premises facing Mcrewcathcr Towcron Bundcr Road The building 1s Currently 1n 
occupauon of the Nauonal Insurance Corporanon of Pakistan Durimg the 
1948 58 decade access tothe records was limited to printed maticr only 


In the wake of the Martial Law in Octobcr 1958 when all polrucal activil 
and partics were banned the records of the Mushm League were a)so scale 
It was through the intervention of Dr Ishtiaq Husain Qureshi historian and then 
Vice Chancellor of Karachi University that in 1966 the Mushm Leaguc records 
were salvaged, although a large quanuty of them withered through neglect or 
having been exposed to weather Whatever remamcd was given over to anewly 
crceatcdcell in Karachi University known as the Freedom Movement Archives 
for repair restoration idenuficahon and classificaiion This job 1s stall in 
progress 


The original records in bound volumes are given over to the Quaid 1 Avam 
Academy where they are photocopicd and then transferred under a specral 
agreement to the National Archives, Islamabad for preservauon and use by 
scholirs Photocopies of the records arc kept at the Quaid 1 Avim Acadcmy 
and the Frocdom Movement Archives of the University of Karachi Dunng the 
past two decades over seventy thousanddocumcents have been reparred restored 
and classificd in nearly six hundred bound volumcs and their photocopics made 
originals shifted tolslimabad Work on the rest of the documcnts 15 continuin 
at Karachi The Quaid 1 Avam Academy has also undcrtakcn to edit and publis 
asclecuon from them volume | covenng the period 1900 1908 has already been 
eee For further details sec Sycd Shamsul Hasan Plain Mr Jinnah Royal 

ook Company Karach: 1976 Introduction pp 1 67 Sharif al Muyahid (ed ) 
Muslim League Documents 1900 1947 Voi }F 1900 1908 uaid 1 Azam 
Academy, Karachi 1990 Preface pp xxi xxxvi and Mahmudul Hasan Siddiq: 
(ed) Archives of Freedom Movement, Muslim League Records and Private 


Collections AHandbook of Arc hives and MaterialonPakisianl reedom Struggle, 
University of Karachi 1988 
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The Congress-League Scheme of Reform, 1916 (commonly 
known as the Lucknow Pact)! 


The following recommendations of the joint-conference of the 
Congress and the Lcaguc were adopted and the League at its Annual 
Sessions passed the undermentoncd resoluuon 


Resolution - The All India Muslim Leaguc, while adopung the Scheme of 
Reforms prepared by the Rcform Committce of the League and approved by 
1s Council, submits 1 n conyuncuon with the indian National Congress ww the 
Government for its mtroduction aftcr the war as the first neccessary sicp towards 
the estabhshment of complete Sclf Government in India 


Recommendations 
Reform Scheme 
1 Provincial Legislative Councils 


1 Provincial Legislative Council shall consist of four fifths clectcd and of onc 
fifth nominatcd members 


2 Their strength shall be not less than 125 members in the major provinces 
and from 50 to 75 m the minor provinces 


3 The members of Councils should be elected directly by the people on as broad 
a franchise as posstble 


4 Adcquate provision should be made for the representation of enpeetan 
muinoritcs by clecuon and the Mohammadans should be represented through 
special electorates on the Provincial Legislative Councils im the following 


proportions 

Punjab —Onc half of the elected Indian Members 
Uniicd Provinces —30PC 

Bengal —0 PC 

Bihar —25PC i 

Central Provinces —I15PC 

Madras —15PC : 
Bombay —Once third 


Provided that no Mohammedan shall participate in any of thc other elections 
the Imperial or Provincial Legislative Councils save and except those by 
clectorates representing special interests 


Provided further that no bill nor any clause thereof nor a resolution 
introduced by a non official member affectmg one or the other community, 
which qucstion is to be determincd by the members of that community in the 
Legislative Council concerned shall be procccded with if three fourths of 
the members of that community m the particular Council Impenal or 
Provincial oppose the bill or any clause thcreof or the resolution 


5S. The head of the Provincial Gevernmcnt should not be the President of the 
Legislatrve Council but the Council should have nght of clecting its 
President 


All India Muslim League The Summary of the Report of the eessted Secretary |S Waar 
Hasan] af the All India Musiim League for 1916, Victona Press Mashkgan) Lucknow 
nd pp5 16 


512 APPENDIX {I 


6 The right of erking supplementary questions should not be restricted to the 
member putting the orginal qucshon, but should be allowed to be exercised 
by any other member 


7 (a)Except customs post tclegraph mint salt opium Railways, army and 
tenth and tnbutes from Indian States, all other sources of revenuc should be 
vincial 


(b) There should be no divided heads of revenue The Govemment of India 
should be provided with fixed contributions being hable to revision when 
extraordimary and unforescecn contingencies render such revision necessary 


(c)The Provincial Council should havc full authority to deal with all matters 
affecting the mternal administration of the province including the powcr to 
raiscloans toimpose and alicr taxation andtovotc onthe Budget All items 
of expenditure and all proposals concerning ways and means forraising the 
necessary revenuc should be cembodicd to Bills and submiutcd to the 
Provincial Council far adoption 


(d)Rcesolution on all matters withm the purvicw of the Provinctal 
Government should be allowed for discussion in accordance with miles 
made in that behalf by the Council itself 


(QA resolution passed by the Provincial Legislative Council shall be 
binding on the Executive Government unless vetoed by the Governor m 
Council) provided however that if the resolution 1s again passed by the 
Council after an interval of not less than one ycar uwmustbe giveneffectto 


(D A monon for adjournment may be brought forward for the discussion 
of adcfinite matter of urgent public importance if supported by not icss then 
onc eighth of the members present 


8 A spccral mecong of the Provincial Council may be summoncd on a 
requisition by not less than onc-cighth of the members 


9 ABill other than a Moncy Bill may be introduced in Council in accordance 
with rules madc in thal behalf by the Council itsclf, and the consent of the 
Government should not be required therefor 


10 All Bills passed by Provincial Legislatures shall have to receive the assent 
of the Govcemor before they become law, but may be vetocd by the 
Govermor Gencral 


11 The term of office of the members shall be five years 
fi Provincial governments 


1 The head of every Provincial Government shall be a governor who shall not 


ordinanly belong to the Indian Civil Service or any of the permanent 
services 


2 There shall be m every Province an Exccutuve Council which wath the 
Govermor shall constitute the Executive government of the Province 


3) Members of the Indian Civil Scrvicc shall not ordinarily be appointed to the 
Exccutive Councils 


4 Noticssthan one halfofthe members of the Executive Counc shall consist 
a Indi a tobe clecited by the clectcd members of the Provincial Legislative 
uae 1 


5. The term of office of the members shall be five years 


APPENDIX Il 513 


lil Impersal Legislative Council 
1 The strength of Impenal Legislatrve Council shall be 150 
2 Four fifths of the members shall be elected 
3 Thc franchise for the Impernal Legislative Council should be widened as far 


as possible on the lincs of the clectorates for Mohammedans for the 
Provincial Legislative Councils, and the elected members of the Provincial 
Legislauve Councils should also form an ciectorate for the retum of 
members to the Impernal Legislauve Council 


4 Onc third of the Indian clecitcd members should be Mohammcdans clected 


by separate Mohammcedan clcctorates in the several Provinces, im the 
roportion as nearly as may be, in which they are represented on the 
ovincial Legislative Councils by separate Mohammedan clccloratcs 


Vide proviso to section 1, clause 4 


5 
6 


9 


10 


11 
12 


The President of the Council shall be clected by the Council itself 


The nght of asking supplementary questions shall not be restnicicd to the 
member puting theonginalqucsuon but should bc alowcd tobe cxercisced 
by any other member 


A special meeung of the Council may be summoned on arcquisition by not 
less than onc cighth of the members 


A Bill, other than a Moncy Bill may be introduced in Council in 
accordance with rules madc in that beh iff by the Council nsclf and the 
conscnt of the Exccutrwe Government should not be required therefor 


All Bills passed by the Council shall have to receive the assent of the 
Governor General before they become law 


All financial proposals relating to sources of income and ucms of 
expenditure shall be embodied in Bills Every such Bill and the Budgct as 
a whole shall be submutted for the vote of the Impcnal] Legislative Council 


The term of office of members shal] be five years 


The matters mentioncd herein below shall be exclusive under the control 
of the Imperial Legislative Councils 


(a) Matters in regard to which uniform Icgislauon for the wholc of India 


1s dcsirabic 


(b) Provincial legislation insofar as 1 may affect mtcr-provincial fiscal 


relations 


(c) Questions affecting purcly Imperial Ruvenuc, excepting mibute form 


Indian Statcs 


(d) Questions affecting purcly Impenal cxpenditure except that no 


resoluuon of the Imperial Legislauve Council shall be binding onthe 
Governor General in Counci in respect of military Charges for the 
dcfence of the country 


(c) The night of revising Indian tariffs and customs-dutics of imposing, 


aliermg or removing any taxorcess modifying the existiting system 
of currcncy and banking and granting any aids or bountics to any or 
all deserving and nasccnt industnics of the country 


(f) Resolutions on all matters rclating to the admimstration of the country 


as a whole 
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13 


14 


15 


16 


A Resoluuon passed by the Legislatrve Council should be binding on the 
Executive government, unless vetoed by the Governor-Gencral im Council 
provided however that 1f the resolution is again passcd by the Council aficr 
an interval of not less than one ycar, it must be given effect to 


A motion for adjournment may be brought forward for the discussion of a 
definite matter of urgent public importance if supported by not less than 
one-eighth of the members prescnt 


When the Crown chooses to exercise ils power of vcetoin regard to a Bill passed 
by a Provincial Legislative Council or By ihc Imperial Legislative Council it 
should be exercised within twelve months from the date on which tis passed 
and the Bill shall cease to have effect as from the datc on which the fact of such 
veto 1s madc known to the Legislative Council conccrned 


The Imperial Legislatrwe Council shall have no power to mterfere with the 
Government of India s direcuion of the military affairs and the forcign and 
political relations of India including the declaration of war the making of 
peace and the cnicring into treatise 


IV The Government of India 


Vv 


The Governor Geuncral of India will be the head of the government of India 
He will have an Exccutrve Council half of whom shall be Indians 


3 The Indian members should be clectcd by the clected members of the Imperial 
Legislauve Council 


N 


4 Members of the Indian Civil Service shall not ordinarily be appointed to the 
Exccutive Counci of the Governor Gencral 


5 The power of making all appointments in the Imperial Civil services shall vest 
in the Government of India, as Consituted under this scheme due regard 
being paid to cxisung interests subject to any law that may be made by the 
Impcrial Legislative Council 


6 The Government of India shall not ordinarily interfcre in the local affairs of a 
prance, and powers not specifically given toa Provineral Government shall 
decmed to be vested in the former The authority of the Govemment of 
India will ordinanly be limited to gencral supervision and superinticndence 
over the Provincial Government 


7 In kegislauve and administrauve matiers the Government of India as 


constituted under this scheme shall as far as possible, be independent of the 
Sccrctary of State 


8 A system of independent audit of the accounts of the Government of India 
should be instituted 


The Secretary of State in Council 
1 The Council of the Scerctary of State for India should be abolished 
2 The salary of the Secretary of St te should be placed on the Bniish Estimates 


3 The Sccretary of State should, as far as pos oceupy the samc position in 
Te]auion to thc Government of India as the Secretary of State for the Colonics 
does m relation to the Government of the self governing Domimions 


4 The Sccrctary of Stale for India should be assisted by two Permanent Under 
Secretancs onc of whom should always be an Indian 
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VI India and the Empire 


1 In any Council or other body which may be constituted or convened for the 
settlement or control of Impenal affairs, India shall be adequatcly represented 
tn like manner with the Dominions and wth equal nghts 


2 Indians should be placed on a footng of cquality in respect of status and nghis 
of ciuzenship with other subyccts of His Majcsty the King throughout the 
Empure 


VII Military and other matters 


1 Commission in the army The muiltary and naval services of His Majesty both 
in the:r commissioned and non commissioned ranks should be thrown open 
to Indians and adequate provision should be made for their selection training 
and instruction in India 


we 


Voluntcermg Indians should be allowed to enlist as voluntcers 


3 Separation of judicial and exceutuive funcuons Exccuuve Officers in India 
shall have no judicial powers cntrusicd to them $ and the judiciary 1n evcry 
province shall be placed under the highest Court of that province 


The Report of the Reform Committee contaiming the above Scheme of 
Reforms was first formally presented to the Council of the All India 
Muslim League held on 28th November 1916 and eventually before the 
Annual Sessions of the Leaguc held at Lucknow on 31 December 1916 
The Session of the League adopted the report and the recomendations of 
the Retorm Committee in entirely 
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Congress Resolutions on Hindu-Mushm Unity, 1927' 


1 
Resolutions adopted by the Congress Working Committee 


The following resolutions woes by the Working Committee at its mectin 
held at New Dcthi on January 23 30 February 5 13 17 and March4and21 192 


Hindu-Muslim Unity 


The Commuttce rcsolved that with refercncee to rcsolubon of the Gauhati 
Congress Hindu Muslim Unity and alsotoothcr matters amecting of the All India 
Congress Committee be convencd about the first weck of March 


Hindu-Muslim Unity 


Resolved further that the mcectung of the All India Congress Commmittec be held 
in Delhi: on Saturday the 19th and Sunday the 20th of March 1927, for 
considering the report that would be prescnicd by the Committee in accordance 
with resolution of the Congress at Gauhat' on Hindu Mushim unity for the purpose 
of devising mcasurcs for the removal of the present deplorable differences between 
Hindus and Mushms and also for the purpose of considering further proposals for 
the carrying out of the Congress programme 1n the country and in the Iegislatures 


Joint klectorates 


The Working Committee considered the report of the informal Conference of 
Mushmrepresentatves from all parts of India and the proceedings of the mcecings 
of the Hindu members of the Congress party during last weck 


Resolved thatthe Commutice cordially appreciates the decision arrivcd at by the 
Muslim Conference to accept the imstitution of joint clectorates all over the country 
with reciprocal concessions in favour of minomtucs and appoints the following, 


Sub Committee to discuss details with representatives of the Mushm Conference 
and of the Hindu Community 


Mrs Saroyim Naidu 

Syt S Srinivasa lycnger 
Pandit Motlal Nehru 
Maulana Muhammad Ah 


The Committce trusts that ree this basis a satisfactory scttitment of the 
differences between Hindus and Musalmans will speedily be effected 


AICC Meeting 


_ The Working Commuitice resolves that a meeting of the All India Congress 
Commuitice be convened at Bombay in May 


‘AM “Zaidi andS G Zaidi (eds ) [he Fneyclopaedia of the Indian National Congres* 
India Demands independence Vol Ys 1925 1929 Indian Instutate of Apphed Polhtical 
Research Now Pxtht 1980 pp 275 78 283 90 and 306 15 
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Convention for Constitution 


The Working Committce approves of the President’s proposal to convene a 
¢ onvention Parliament consisting of the clecttd members of all the Iegislatures for 
the purpose of scttling aconstitution for India, and resolvcs that the same bu placed 
before the AICC atits next mecung 


Hindu-Muslim Unity 


The Hindu Mushm qucstion was thentakcnup The suggesuons regarding joint 
clhctorates etc which were made by the Musalman lcadcers mecung at Deth: on 
March 20 were considered and the following rcport and rcsoluuions were 
eventually adopted by the Commutcc for being placed before the AICC 


Report 


At the forty-first session of the Indian National Congress held at Gauhati the 
followimg resolution was unanimously passcd 


This Congress calls upon the Working Committee to take immcdiate steps 
in consultahon with Hindu and Mus alman leaders to devise measurcs for the 
removal of the present deplorabk differences between Hmdus and 
Musalmans and submit their report to the All India Congress Committee not 
later than March 31 1927 


‘And this Congress authorises the All India Congress Commitice to issuc 
neccessary instruction in that behalf to all Congress men in the country and take 
such other sicps as it may deem fit after a consideration of the said report 


in pursuance of thisrcsolution the Working Committce atits informal mccung 
held inCalcuttaon January 1 resolvcd that the President be authorised to convene 
a conference of Hindu and Mohammedan members of the Legislatrve Assembly 
and the Council of State in Delhi at the carhest opportunity to considcr ways and 
mcans of promoting Hindu Muslim Unity The President of the Congress before 
convening suchaconference put himselfim communicauon with leading membtrs 
of the Assembly and the Council of State in Delhi as well as other important 
Congress lcaders 


The President found it more feaseble to carry on scparate consultation and 
discussions with the Hindu and Mohammedan members of the Ceniral Legrslature 
48 a prchmuinary to a joint consultation and to that cnd he invited Mushm 
membcrs of the Ccntral Legislature and a fUw Hindu frends to a social galicring 
which was responded to very largely by them and there was a full and fran 
presentation of the points at issue on behalf of the Mohammedans by Mr Jinnah 
and other members of the Assembly and members of the Council of State basedon 
the resoluuons of the Mushm League held at Del in December 1926 


The Presidcntof the Congress subscqucntly attended agathcenng of members of 
the Assembly and other fnends whoreprcsenicd the Hindu Sabha pomt of vicw and 
Icarnt from them the point of vicw put forward by them After these preliminary 
Steps the Working Committee resolvcd to convene a mecting of the All India 
Congress Commiutice referred to in the Congress resolution on March 20 1927 for 
the purpose of considcring the report that the Working Committee expecicd to 
present It was howcver, found that in conscquence of the holding of the budget 
sessions in most of the Provincia] Councils many membcrs of the All India 
Congress Committee were unable to be in Delhi and as the discussions with the 
Hindu and Mohammc«cdan leaders continued without any definite conclusions 
being reachcd so as to enable the Working Commitice to consider the matter and 
dlace their proposals before the All India Congress Commitice the mecting had to 

postponcd until the Working Commutice could do so 
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In the meantime, there were important informal conferences held of the Hindu 
members of the Congress Party in the Indian legislature whose conclusions werc 
communicated to the Working Committee in view of similar conferences held 
among Mohammedans and the Committee of the Muslim Leaguc 


On March 20 however certain important Muslim leaders met and after long and 
anxious dehbcrations decided to put forward specific proposals on the Hindu 
Mushm problem for the acccptance of the thndus and of the country and 
communicated their desire through Mr Jinnah that the Congress should consider 
and agrcc to the said proposals 


The Working Committee which met a day after those proposals were madc 
resolvcd that the Committce cordially appreciates the decision arnved at by the 
Mushm Confercnce to accept the institution of jomtclectorates al) over the country 
with reciprocal concessions in favour of minorities, and appoints the following 
Sub Committec to discuss dctails with representatives of the Mushm Conference 
and of the Hindu community 


Mrs Saroyim Naidu 
Pandit Motilal Nehru 

Syt Smnivasa lycngar and 
Maulana Muhammad Ah 


The Committee ‘rusts that upon this basis a satisfactory sculement of the 
differences between Hindus and Musalmans wall speedily be effected 


The Sub Commuuce appoinicd by the resoluuon subsequently mct and had 
various discussions and it was decided that the AICC should be convencd to mec 
in May in Bombay, and that the Working Committee should mcet and formulate its 
conclusions afterdiscussing details with represcntatives of bothcommuniucs The 
Working Committee has since received Communications from scvcral conference 
onthis matter Among these are the resoluuons of the Hindu Maharashtra Congress 
Commititc which have appeared im the Press 


Many members of the Working Commitee had also the benefit of full and frank 
discussions mn an informal confurence with umportant Mohammedan Icadcrs here 
in Bombay ycstcrday and opimon was gcncrally in favour of the acccptance of the 
Mushm proposals After considcenng all the matcrials placed before them and 
Mohammedan as well as other communitics the Working Commuttce resolves to 
submit the following 


Resolutions 


The Working Committe having considered the proposals made by 
representative Muslim Icaders who mct in Delhi on March 20 Tast as well as the 
opinion of the Hindu Mahasabha and othcr Hindu organisations and the opmions 
of other Icadcrs and represcntauves of both comunites, 1s of opimon 


1 That in any future scheme of constitution so far as representation in the 
various legislature is Concemcd joint clectorates in all ihe provinces and in 
the Central Legislature be constitutcd 


2 That witha view to giving full assurances to the two great communities that 
their legitimate interests will be safeguarded im the Legislatures such 
representation of the communitcs should forthe present andif desired be 
sccured by the reservation of seats in jomt electorates on the basis of 
population in every province and in the Central Legislature 


Provided that reciprocal concessions in favour of minorities inchiding the 
Sikhs m the Punjab may bc madc by mutual agreement so as to give them 
Teprescntation in excess of the proportion of the number of seats to which 
the v would be entitled on the population basis m any province or provinces, 
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and the proportions so agreed upon for the provinces shall be maintained in 
the representation of the two communmitics in the Central Legislature from 
the provinces 


3 a The proposal made by the Mushm Icadcrs that reforms should be 
introduced inthe N WF Province and Brush Baluchistan on the 
samc fooung as in other provinces 1s mm the opimon of the 
Committee a fair and reasonabic onc 


b The proposal that Sind should be scparated from the Bomba 
Presidency and consututed into a separate province 16 one whic 
has alrcady been adopted by the constitution of the Congress on the 
principle of the redistituuion of provinces on a linguistic basis and 
the Committee rs of opinion that the proposal may be given effect 
to 


4 Thatin the future constitution berty of conscicnce shall be guarantccd and 
no legislature central or provincial shall have powcr to make any laws 
interfering with hbcrty of conscicnce 


Liberty of Conscicnce means liberty of belicf and worship, frecdom of 
rchgious observances and association and frccdom to carry on rcligrous 
educanon and propaganda with duc regard to the feclings of others and 
without interfering with simular rights of others 


5 No Bill Resolunon Moton or Amcndmcent regarding inter communal 
matters shall be moved discussed or passed in any icgislature central or 
provincial if a 3/4ths majonty of the members of either community 
affected thercby in thatlegislaturc oppose the introduction, discussion or 
passing of such Bill Resolution Motion or Amcndmcnt 


‘Inter Communal Matters’ mc ins matters agrced upon as such by a joint 
Standing Committee of both communitics of the Hindu and Mushm 
membcrs of the legistaturc Concumcd appointcd at the commencement of 
every session of the Icgislature 


Draft Resolutions for AICC 


The AICC approves and adopts the Report of the Working Committec on the 
Hindu Mushm qucstion and the recommendations contamed therein and calls 
upon all Congress organisations lo take necessary sicps to have the said 
recommendations carmcd out 


At this stage a deputanon on bchalf of Hindu residents of Sind headed by Scth 
Naraindas wanted upon the Committec to plead against the secession of Sind as 
contemplated in the proposals regarding Hindu-Muslim Unity Aftcr heanng the 
deputations the President cxplaincd how the separation of Sind improvcd the 
posiuon of Hindu residents thercof Thereupon the deputanon icft 


Constitution for India 


The qucstuion of framing a consittuuion for india was taken up and after full 
discussion the following draft resolution was adopted for being placed before the 
AICC 


The AICC calls upon the Working Committee to frame a constitution for 
India in cosultavon with the clected members of the central and provincial 
lcgislaturcs and other icadcrs of poliucal partes, and place the same before a 
special mecting of the AICC with avicw to its adoption by the Congress at its 
next session 
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2 


Resolutions Adopted by Indian National Congress 


The following resolutions were passed by the Indian National Congress at its 
42nd session held at Madras on Decembcr 26 27 and 28 1927 


Independence 


This Congress declares the goal of the Indian people to be complete national 
independence 


Hindu-Mushm Unity Politecal Rights 
This Congress Resolves 


1 That in any future scheme of consutution so far as represcntation in the 
various legislatures 1s concemed jomt clectorates im all the provinces and in the 
Central Legislature be constitutcd 


2 That woth a view to give full assurances to the two grcat communities that 
their legitimate interests will be safeguarded in the Legislatures such representa 
hon of the communiucs should be sccurcd for the present and if desired by the 
reservation of scats in jointelcectoratcs onthe basis of population in cvery province 
and in the Ccntral Legislature, 


Provided that rec rprocal concessions in favour of minoritics may be made by 
mutudl agrecmcnt so as to give them representation mn excess of the propornon of 
the number of scats to which they would be cntilcd on the population basis in any 
Ee ice or provinces and the proportions so agrced upon for the provinces shall 

maintuned in the representation of the two communities in the Central 
Legislature from the provinces 


In the deasion of the reservation of seats for the Punjab the qucstion of the 
Teprescentation of Sikhs as an important minority will be given full consideration 


3 4 That the proposal madc by the Muslim icaders that reforms should be 
introduced inthe NW F Province and Bnush Baluchistan on the same 
footing asin other provinces, 1s in thc opinion of the Congress a fair and 
Teasonablic one and should be given effect to care bemg taken that 
srmultancously with othcr measures of admimistrative rcforn an ade 
quate system of judicial administration shall be introduced in the said 
provinccs 


b (i) That with regard tothe proposal that Sind should be constituted into 
a scparate province this Congress 1s of opimon that the timc has 
come for the rdisuibuuion of provinces on linguisuc basis—a 
principic that has becn adopticd in the Consututron of the Congress 


(1) This Congress is also of opinion that such readjusumcnt of 
Provinces be immediately taken m hand and that any province 
which demands such reconsutuuon on hnguisiic basis be dealt 
with accordingly 
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(1) This Congress ts further of opmon that a beginning may be made by 
constituting Andhra Utkal Sind and Karnataka into separate 
provinces 


4 That, in the future Consutuuon hberty of conscicnce shall be guarantecd 
and no legislature, central or provincial shall have power to make any laws 
mtcrfenng with hbery of conscicnce 


Liberty of Conscience means Itberty of belicf and worship frecdom of 
rchgious observances and association and frccdom to carry on religious 
cducation [and] propaganda with due regard to the feelings of others and 
without interfering with similar rights afothers 


5 Thatno Bill, Resoluuon Monon or Amendmentregarding inter communal 
maittcrs shall be moved discussed or passed in any legislature central or 
provincial ifathree fourths majonty of the members of cither community 
affected thereby in that Icgislature oppose the introduction discussion or 
passing of such Bill Reso]uuion Motion or Amendment 


‘Inter communal matters’ mcans matters agrecd upon as such by a Joint 
Standing Committee of both communitics-——of the Hindu and Mushm 
members of the legislature concemed appoimtcd at the commencement of 
every session of the Iegislature 


Religious and other Rights 
This Congress resolves that 


1 Without prejudice to the nghis thi the Hindus and Musalimans claim the one 
to play music and conduct processions wherever they please and the other to 
Slaughter cows for sacrifice or food wherever they please the Mus almans arr 
to the Musalmans to spare Hindu feclimgs as much as possible in the maticr of the 
cow and the Hindus appeal to the Hindus to spare Musialmin fechngs as much 
as possible in the maticr of mus c before mosques 


2 This Congress further resolves that every mdividual or group 15 at liberty to 
convert another by argumcnt or persuasion but no individual or group shall attempt 
to do so or prevent its being donc by force fraud or othcr unfair mcans such as 
the offenng of matcrial inducement Persons undcr cightccen years of age should 
not be converted unless 1 be along with their parents or guards ins If any person 
under cightccn years of age 1s found sanded without his parcnts or guardian by 
persons of another faith he should be promptly handcd ovcr to persons of his own 
fath There must be no secrecy as tothe person place ume and manncr about any 
conversion or reconversion nor should there be any demonstration of yubilation 
in support of any Conversion or rCCONVersion 


Wherever any complaint ts made in respect of any conversion that ml was 
effected in sccrccy or by force fraud or othcrunfairmcans or whenever any person 
under crghtcen years of age 1s converted the maticr shall be enquired into and 
decided by arbitrators who shall be appomted by the Working Committee either by 
namc or under gencral regulations 


Indian States 


This Congress 1s emphatically of opinion that in the intercsts of both the rulcrs 
and the people of Indian States they should cstablish representative insotulions and 
tuesponsible government in thar statics at an carly date 
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Boycott of British Goods 


This Congress, while reaffirming the resolution of the All India Congrss 
Commuittce on the Boycou of British goods, resolves that with a view to make such 
boycon cffectrve Provincial Congress Committees be called upon to organise a 
boycottof selected Bntish Goods having regard tothe conditions of cach province 


Swaray Constitution 


Having regard lo the general desire of all polincal partes in the country Lo unit. 
together in settling a Swaraj Consuttuuon, and having considered the various drafts 
submiticd to it and the vanous suggcesuons received in rcply to the Working 
Commiuttce s curcular, this Congress authonscs the Working Commiuttce whic 
shall have power to co-opt to confer with similar Commiticcs to be appoimicd by 
other organisations—pohtcal, labour commcrcual and communal—in the 
country and to draft a Swaray Constitution for India on the basis of a Declaranon of 
Rights and to place the same for considcration and approval before a Special 
Convention tobe convencd in Delhi notlaterth in March next consisting of the All 
India Congress Commiuttce and the leaders and representatives of the othcr 
orgamsations menlioncd above and the elected members of the Central and 
Provincial Legislatures 


Next Congress 


This Congress resolvcs that its next session be held im Calcutta 
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History of the Origin of Jinnah’s Fourteen Points, 1929! 
Recent History 


The All India Muslim League defined in three successive sessions in 
the years 1924, 1925 and 1926, the positton of Musalmans in respect of 
any forthcoming changes in the consutwuon of the country as follows 


The All India Muslim Leaguc 1s of oprnion that the present consutuuon 
of Indta must be amended and urges that for this purpose the Government 
should undertake the revision of the Government of Indta Act 1919, and 
without any delay appoint a Royal Commission to formulate, after duc 
enquiry and investigation, a scheme so as to place the Indian constitution 
on a sound and permanent basis with provisions for automatic progress 
to establish full responsible Government in India and thereby secure 
Stability in the Government and the willing co-operation of the people, 
provided however that for any schemcofthe future constitution of India 
the All India Mushim League rcatfirms and uncquivocally declares that 
the following basic and fundamental principles must be secured and 
guaranteed, viz 


1 All Legislatures of the country and other clectcd bodics shall be 
consututcd on the definite principle of adequate and cffective 
represcntation of minonucs in Cvcry province without reducing the 
majority m any province to aminorily or Cven to an cquality 


2 The represcntinon of communal groups shall continuc to be by 
means of separate ciectoraics as al present provided that shall be 
open to any communily at any time to abandon its scparate 
clectorate in favour of yomnt Clectoraic 


3 Any termtonal redistribution that might af any ume be necessary 
shall not in an oa affect the Mushim majority m= the Punjab 
Bengal and N F ovinee 


4 Full rehgious liberty 1¢ hberty of behicf worship obscrvances 
propaganda association and cducabon shall be guarantecd to all 
communiucs 


5 No bill or resolution or any part thercof shal] be passed im any 
Icgislaturc or m= any other clected body if three fourths of the 
members of any community in that parucular body oppose such 
bill or resolution or part thercof on the ground that it would 
be .njurious to the interests of thal Community orm the alternative 
such other method 1s deviscd as may be found frasible and 
prachcabie ilo deal with such cases 


These proposals were criticised by the Hindu leaders who insisted 
that we should postulate in our scheme joint clectorates with adequate 
safeguards for nghts and mterests of Musalmans Accordingly, certam 
tcading representauve Mahommedans met at Detht on 20th March, 1927 
and put forward what have come to be known as the Delhi Muslim 
Proposals which were as foHows 


' A Jinnah History of the Origin of Fourteen Pouus Bahram Punting Press Readymoncy 
Building Clare Road Byculia, Bombay nd 
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Delhi Mushm Proposals 


Whether in the forthcoming revision of the Indian constitution 
clecuons to Legislauve bodies should be through jormt or separate 
electorates has been the subscct of anxious discussion among Hindu 
and Musatman leaders in Delhi The Hindu membcrs of the Congress 
Party and the Nauonalist Party having already decided in favour of only a 
joint clectorate with the reservation of scats to Mohammedans, either on 
the basis of the Lucknow Pactorthe existing populationofeach province 
the Mohammedans met in informal conference today under the 
Presidentshipof Mr Jinnah who had issued invitations to representative 
Mohammedans in al] parts of Indta 


After a protracted discussion the conference agreed to the insuiuuon of 
yomt clectorates under certain conditions It was unanimously resolved 
that the Mohammedans should accept a settiement on the basis of the 
following proposals so far as representation in the various legislatures in 
any future scheme of constitution 1s concerned 


1 Sind should be scp arated from the Bombay Presidency and consututed 
Into a scparale province 


2 Reforms should be introduced in the North West Fronticr Province 


and in Baluchistan on the samc footing as in any othcr province in 
India 


Wfsuhis is agrecd to Mohamimcdans are prepared to accep. a joint 
electorate in all provinces so constituted and are further willing to 
make to Hindu minonitics in Sind Baluchistan and the North West 
Fronucr Provinces the same concessions that Hindu mayjoriucs in 
other provinces arc prepared to m akc to Mohammedan minonucs 


In the Punjab and Bengal the propornon of representation should be 
m accordance with population In the Central Legislature 
Mohammedan representation not to be less thana third and that also 
by amuaix-—d clectorate 


These proposals are subject to ranficaion by the Mohammcdan 
organmizauions concemed but it was hoped by those present at the 
conference that the Hindus would acccpt and the Mohammcedans would 
raufy them The qucsuonof the Scrvices and other questions with regard 
tosafcguards concerning any bill or resoluuon which might affectthe 
religion, or the customs or the usages of cither community or affecting 
mtcrcommunal interests were also discussed by the meeting but 
postponcd for further considcrauion and will be takenup ifon the main 
proposition there can be unanimity of opmion 


The following attended the Conference which came to the above 
conclusions Mr Jinnah Maharaja of Mahmudabad Sir Muhammad 
Shafi Mr Muhammad Ah Dr Ansari Mr Muhammad Yakub, Nawab 
Muhammad Ismail Syed Alay Nam Licut Sardar Muhammad Nawaz 
Khan Mr Suhrawardy Mr Shah Nawaz RajyaGhansanfar Al: Khan 
Mr Farooki Mr Abdul Rahman Sir Abdul Qauyum, Shah 
Muhammad /ahbair, Sypd Ahmad Shah (Imam of Juma mosque Delhi) 
Maulvi Syed Murtaza Mr Muhammad Shafec Daoodi, Mr Abdul Aziz 
Mr Abdul Maun Choudhry Mirza Abdul Qadir Syed Abdul Jabbar 
(Ajmer) Mr Ehtashamuddin Sycd Abdul Rahum Mr Anwar ul Azim 
Dr Hyder Mr Anff Mr lajaz Hussain and Su Zulfiqar Ah Khan 
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Indian National Congress Response 


These proposals were substantially acccpted by the All India Congress 
Committee mecting in May, 1927 in Bombay and were later cmbodied 
in the resolution adopted by the open session of the Indian National 
Congress at Madras in December, 1927! The responses thus made by 
the Congress tothe Muslim proposals werc considered by the scssion 
of the All India Mushm Leaguc atCalcutta in December 1927 and the 
following resolution was passed by the League 


The All India Mushm League authorises its Council to appoint a 
sub committce to confer with the Working Committee of the Indian 
National Congress and such othcr organizations as they think proper for 
the purpose of drafting a consituuon for Indiain which the interests of the 
Muslim community will be safeguarded having regard to the following 
proposals which the League approves and adopts and subsequently take 
yart in the National Convention whichis gomg to take place in Delht m 

arch next as suggested by the Congress 


1 That Sind should be scparatcd from the Bombay Presidency and 
consttutcd into a separate province 


2 = That reforms should be introduced in the N WF Province and in 
Baluchistan on the same footing as in other provinces 


3 That in the present circumstances the representation of Mushms 
m_ the different Legislatures of the country through scparatec 
Muslim clectoratcs 15 incvitable and that Muslims will not acccpt 
any scheme mvolving the surrendcr of this valucd right unless and 
until Sind 1s actually made a scparatt provmce and Reforms 
aforesaid are actually mtroduced in the Nw F and Batuchistan 
Provinces and that when these requirements arc fully satisfied, 
Mushms will be prepared to abandon scparate clcctorates in 
favour of jomt clectoratcs with rescrvauon of seats fixed on the 
basis of the population of the different commumices subycect to 
whatis rejated hereinafter 


4 In Sind Baluchistan and the N W F Province, the Muslim majority 
should make the same concession in regard to the proportion of scats 
reserved to the Hmdu minonty that Hmdu majontics im other 
provinces would make to Mushm muinoriuecs over and above the 
proportion of population of the provinces which shall be the 
minimum basis 


5 In the Central Legislature, the Muslim representation shall not be 
less than one third 


The League further resolvcs (a) thal in the future constitubon of India, 
liberty of conscience shall be guarantced and no legrslature, Central or 
Provincial, shall have power to make any laws mterfering with the hberty 
of conscience ‘Liberty of conscience’ means hberty of belicf and worship, 
freedom of rchigious observance and association and frcedom to carry on 
religious education and propaganda with due regard to the feclings of 
others and without interfenng with the similar nghts of others (b) that no 
bill, resoluuon motion or amendment regardmg mter-communa] matters 
shall be moved discussed or passed 1n any Icgislature Central or Provincial, 


‘For Congress version of developments relating lo extensive negotiations community wise 
and wer se over Ihndu Muslim question in regard to Delhi Proposals and the text of 
Congress resoluuuons see appendix Il 
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if a three-fourths majortty of the members of the community affected 
thereby 1m thal iegislarare oppose the mtroduciion discussion or passing 
of such bill, the resoluuon motion or amendment ‘Intercommunal 
maticrs means matters agreed upon as such by the jot standing 
committee of both communities of the Hindu and Muslim members of 
the Legislaturcs concerned appointed at the commencement of every 
session of that Legislature 


Later Developments 


The idea to draw up an agreed constitution led to the summoning of 
the All Paruecs Conference at Delhi on 11th February, 1928 This 
Conference continucd its labours ull 11th March but no agreement could 
be arrived at The All Indta Muslim Leaguc had appointed a Commiuttce 
to representthe League atthe All Partics Conference but as no agreement 
was reached, the Council of the All India Muslim League met in Delhi 
and passed the following resolution 


The Council of the All India Muslim Leaguc 1s of opinion that the draft 
Proposals adopted at the All Partics Conference called by the Working 
Commuiuce of the Indian National Congress are not in conformity ith 
the resolutions of the All India Muslim Leaguc passed at us sessions im 
Calcutta in 1927 The Council further regrets that the Hindu Mahasabha 
has practically reyected the Muslim Leaguc proposals 


The Council hereby appomts a Committee consisting of the following 
gentlemen for tie purpose of confurmng with the representatives of other 
orgamivations m accordance with resolution No 4 of the League referred to 
above The Council 1s of opimon that the Committee should press the 
Teprescentatives of various organizahons to accept the proposals cmbodicd 
in the aforesaid resolunons of the League Sessions of 1927 held in 
Calcutta and report the final result tothe Council for such action as they 
may concider proper before proceeding with the framing of = the 
consulubon 


Thercafter the Muslim Leaguc was not representtd by any body 
authorised sn char behalf atthe All Parucs Conference as there was crcatcd 
a fundamcnial difference owing to the Indian National Congress receding 
from its posiuon adopted hitherto 


Entire Overthrow of Previous Understanding 


The All Parties Conference meeting in May 1n Bombay, in absence of 
the Muslim League representauves, changed the basis of rapprochement 
brought about by the resolution of the Indian National Congress at Madras 
tollowed by the Calcutta session of the AH India Muslim League when 
the laticr made a response to the Congress The mecung of the All Parties 
Conference at Bombay struck anew hine it adopted a totally different 
course and appointed a small committee with terms of reference to which 
the All India Muslim League was not a party This Commitice’s report 
was considered at Lucknow by the so called All Partics Conference at 
which the Muslim League was not represented though 11 was one of the 
principal partics who had iniuated the move by promoung Delhi Muslim 
Proposals ThisConfcrence nevertheless passed resolutions with regard to 
communal adjustments and other maticrs which were finally embodied m 
the Nehru Report 
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Muslim View of Nehru Report 


The basic principics of the communal scttlement embodied in the 
“Nehru Report are contrary to those on which Muslim opinion had hitherto 
cxpressed ls willingness to come to an agreement The Conference 
having rejected virtually the Delhi Muslim Proposal, the League 1s, 
therctore, frec to adopt such course with regard to this mattcr and formulate 
such proposals as the League may think proper to be incorporated m any 
tuture scheme of consutuuon of the Government of India that may be 
framed and adopted 


The only occasion where the Leaguc has givenits considcration to the 
Nehru Report was when it was invited tosend the delegation to the All 
Partics Convenuon at Calcutta in December, 1928 The League 
Delegation submittcd proposals at the Convention subyect to their 
ralification by the League and made it cicar that if they were acceptable to 
the Convention, the dclegates would then discuss the constituuon and 
the various provisions of the scheme Butthe main proposals submiticd by 
ihe League 5) dclegaton were summanily rejyecied by the Convenuon 
These proposals were 


1 That onc third of the clected representatives of both the Houses of the 
Central Legislature should be Musalmans 


2Thit in the Punytb and Bengal in the cvent of adult suffrage not 
being cstablishcd there should be reservation of scats for Musilmans 
on population basis for 10 years subsect tore cxamination aftcr that 
period but that they shall have no nght to contest additonal scats 


3 That the form of the consutution should be federal and that residuary 
powers should be Icft tothe provinces and should not vest m= the 
Central Legistature 


4 That clause 13(a) Cmbodicdin the Supplementary Nehru Repon should 
be deleted 


5 That the division of subyccts in the Schedules 1 and 2 of the Nehru Report 
should be revised 


6 That with regard to Sind deleu the werds ‘simultancousiy with 
establishment of Goverment under this constitution’ from the first part 
which runs as follows  simultancously with the cstablishment of 
Government under this constituuon Sind shall be scparatcd from 
Bombay and constituted mto ascparate province’ 


In view of summary rejection of these proposals, the League’s dclegatcs 
LOuld not proceed further and reporicd the decisions of the Convention to 
the AH India Muslim League 


Other Organizations on the Nehru Report 


The Leaguc found thatitdid not stand singular in its difficulties with the 
Nehru Report The National Congress ttself{merely accorded it sanction 
io the scheme for a year The All India Hindu Mahasabha declared that 
~ven if acomma were changed, the Hindus will withdraw their support 
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from the Nehru Report The Stkh League delegates at the Convention 
rejected the scheme of communal scttement The National Liberal 
Federation at first adopted an attitude of benevolent neutrality and 
subsequently adopted the Nehru Report without expressing strong 
views one way or the other with regard lo the Muslim proposals 


Position Confronting the League 


Thus the original conception of bringing about a communal pact or a 
nauional agreement was not feasible and the All Indta Muslim League after 
a very carcful consideration decided to adjourn its session and instructed 
the Council of the League tocall the adjourned sess:on at such a place and 
ume as the Council may deem it necessary before the end of May 1929 
The Nehru Rcport proposal can, thereforc, at best be trcatcd only as 
counter Hindu proposals to the Muslim proposals And as there 1s no 
agreement reached it snow for the All India Muslim Leaguc to take such 
action or adopt such course as the League may think proper in the best 
interests of the Community and the Country 


MA JINNAH 


Safeguards for Mushms of India Mr Jinnah’s ‘Fifteen 
Points’ 


1 ‘The form of the future Consutution should be federal with residuary 
powcrs vested in the provance Central Gevcrnmcent to havc the control 


only of such matters of common interest 4s may be guaranteed by the 
Constiution 


Uniform me asure of autonomy shall be granted to all provinces 


3 All Icgislaturcs in the country and othcr clucted bodies should be 
reconstututed on the definite pnnauple of adequate and cffuuve 
representation of munoritics in every province without reducing the 
majority of any province Lo 4 minorily or even cquality 


4 In the Cantal Icgislature Mushm representation should not be less than 
one third 


5 The representation of communal groups should conunue to be by means 
of scparate clec torates as at prescat, provided thatit should be opcn to any 


community at any tunc to abandon its scparate clectorate im favour of 
goint clectorates 


6 Any termion i redistribution that might at any ume be necessary should 


notin any way affect the Muslim majority in the Punjab Bengal and 
North West Frontier Province 


7 Full rchgious hberty that ss liberty of bchef worship, observanccs 
Propaganda association and education should be guarantccd to all 
communiucs 


8 No bill or resolution or any part thereof should be passed in any 
legislature or any other clected body, if three fourths of the members of 
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any community in that particular body oppose such a bill orresoluuon or 
part thereof, on the ground thatit would be injurious tothe intercsts of that 
community or mthe altemative such other method 1s deviscd as may be 
found feasible and practicable to decal with such cases 


9 Sind should be separated from the Bombay Presidency 


10 Reforms should be mtroduced in the North West Frontier Province and 
Baluchistan on the samc footing as 1n other provinces 


11 Provision should be made in the Constutunon giving the Muslim an 
adequate share along with other Indians in all the Scrviccs of the State 
and in sclf-goverming bodtes, having duc regard to the requirements of 
cfficiency 


12 The Constitution should embody adequate safeguards for the protechon 
of Mushm rehgion, culture and personal law and the promotion of 
Mushmcducanon language rchigion personallaws Mushm chantable 
Instulutions and for their duc share in grants in aid given by the State 
and by sclf governing bodics 


13 Nocabinct either Central or Provincial, should be formed without there 
being a proportion of Mushm Muisters of at least one third 


14 No change to be made m the Constutution by the Central Legislature 
except with the concurrence of the States constituting the Indian 
Federation 


15 That in the present circumstances the representation of Musalmans in 
the different Icgislaturcs of the country, and of the other cluted bodies 
through scparate clectoratcs 1s incvitable and further, Government 
being pledged not to dcprive the Musalmans of this nght it cannot be 
taken away without their consent and solong as thc Musalmans are not 
sausficd that their rights and mtercest are safeguarded m the manner 
speaihied above (or herem) they would m no way conscnt to the 
establishment of joint clectorates with or without conditions 


Note The question of excess represcntation of Musalmans ovcr and 
above their population in the provinces where they arc im the minority to be 
considered hercaftcr | 


'The last 11cm 1s only a statement of the condition for establishing the joint 
clectoratecs hence the document 1s called the ‘Fourteen Points’ and not the 
Fifteen Poimts of Jannah 
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Viceroy Irwin's Statement, 31 October 1929 — Domrnion 
Status Pledge! 


New Delhi, October 31. Dominion Status as India s goal in her pohucal 
development, and the holding of a Round Table Conference after the 
Simon Commission has reported— These are the two main points in Lord 
Irwins announcement which was issucd in the form of a Gazeite 
Extraordinary {trom New Delhi last night ? 


The pledge regarding Dominion Status has set at rest the suspicions 
which arosc over the mterpretation of the Declarauon of 1917, while the 
concession to the demand tor a Round Tablc Conference meets evcry 
tugiumate claim urged by Indtan polaucians since the Simon Commission 
was appoimted The Conference 1s to be held at the suggestion of Sir 
John Simon, and, as forecast in the Statesman, will be attended by 
rcopresentatives of the Brittsh Government, Briush Indian and the Indian 
States This will not affect the work of the Jomt Parhamentary 


Committee which will meet aftcrthe Conference to cxamunc the Bull to be 
placed before Parliament 


Removing Distrust 


Lord Irwin concludes the announcement with the hopc thatthe acuion of 
the Goscrament will calistihe support ol all sccuons in India and that all 
who wish India welf desire to breakthrough the webs of mistrust that have 
recently clogecd the rofations betwecn Britain and India Our London 
correspondent states that the Government is parucularly anxious to 
ensure the success of the London Conference, and its emphasized that 
the Bill for Pach ament will not be drafted unul the views of the Indian 
representatives arc fully known 


Bombay Appreciation 


Party leaders are to mect in Delhi today to discuss the announcement 
Bombay leaders met lastnight and issucd 2 statement appreciating the 
fundamcuntal Change m the procedure wherchy representatives of India 
wl be invited to mect His Majesty's Government in conference Those 
who signed the statement include Sir Chimanlal Sctalvad Mr MA 
Jinnah, Mr MR = Sayakar and Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas 


Gazette F xtraordinary 1s issued today 


T have just returned from England where Tt have had the opportunity 
of a prolonged consultauon with His M yestv s Government 


Before b ieft: this country IT sad publicly that as the King Empcrors 
representative m India 1 should hold myscif bound to tcll my [cllow 


‘Stat sman 1 November 1929 The background to this slalement and its significance and 
Tepe teussions ar discussed in detail in my Cambndge ULntversity doctoral dissertation 
latur published as Waheed Ahmad Road to indian freedom The | ormation of the 


Government of tndia Act 1935 Vine Carv an Book House Lahore 1979 See Chapter Il 
enuticd Lord Invin pp 40 70 


"Sec lhe Gazette of indta I xtraordinary Published by Authority Government of India 
Home Deparunent Natification Public No 4485, Now Del 31 October 1929 
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countrymen as faithfully as I might, of Indias feelings, anxicnes and 
aspirations In my endeavours to discharge that undertaking I was 
assisted by finding as I had expected a gencrous and sincere desire not 
only on the part of His Majcsty's Government but on that of all persons 
and partucs in Great Britain to hear and to appreciate everything that at 
was my duty to represent 


“These are critical days when matters by which men are dceply 
touched are on 1ssue and when therefore, nm 15 ncvnable that polineal 
fechng should run thigh and that misunderstandmgs which would 
scarcely arise in conditions of political tranquilhty should obtain a firm 
foothold in men's minds T have nevertheless not faltered in my belicf 
that behind all the disquieting tendcncics of the umc, there lay the great 
mass Of Indian opinion overflowing all divisions of race religionor poliucal 
thought, fundamcntally loyal to the King Empcror and Wiiciberconsciauely 
ofr not only wanting to understand and to be understood 


Pledges Given 


On the other side T have never felt any doubt that opinion m Great 
Britain puszicd as it might be by cvents in India or only perhaps 
partially informed as to their truc sigmificance was ashaken im ats 
determination that Great Britun should redecm to the full the pledges 
she has given for Indias future On both countnes the times have Jaid 
a heavy and m some ways a umique responsibility, for the influcnce m 
the world of a perfect undcrstinding between Grew Bntamn and India 
might surcly be so great thal no scales can give us the mcasure cithcr of 
the prize GE success or the pnce of fulure in our aliempts to reach it 


In my discussions with the Prime Minister and the Scerctary of State 
ib Was ancvitable that the principal topic should have becn the course of 
¢vents in India [lt 1s not profitable on cithcr side to discuss to what 
extent or with what jyusification the appointment of + Parliamentary 
Commission two years ago has affecicd the general trend of Indian 
thought and action Practical men must lake the facts and the situations 
as they are and not as they would have them to be 


Lord Irwin Recails His Speech to Assembly 


Sx John Simons Commission assisicd as it has been by the Indian 
Contral Committee 1s now at work on sts report, and unul that report is 
laid before Parhamecnt it is impossible and even if it were possible, it 
would in the view of His Majesty s Goverment clearly be improper, to 
forceast the nature of any Consutuuonal changcs that may subscquently 
be proposed In this respect every Brush Party 1s bound to preserve to 
usclf complete freedom of acuon But what must constantly engage our 
altunuon and is a mattcrof decp conccem to His eee s Govemmcent, 
is the discovery of means by which when the Commission has 
teporied the broad qucsuon of Bntush Indian Consutunonal advance 
may be approached m co operauon with all those who can spcak 
authoritauvcly for opimion im British India 


Guiding Principles 


I would venture to recall some words which [ used in addressing the 
Assembly cight months ago m a rcference to the then cxisting political 
situahion On the onc side | said it 1s as unprofitable to deny the right of 
Parhamcent to form us frce and dcliixrate judgment on the problem as 
iu would be shortsighted of Parliament to unndcrrate the importance of 
irying to reach a solution which might carry the willing asscnt of pohncal 
India We shall surcly stray from the path, at the end of which lics 
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achievement, 1f we let go esther one or other of these two main guiding 
pnnciples of political action But there has lately emerged, from a totally 
different angle, another set of considerations whichis very rcievant to 
what I have just stated on this matter to be the desire of His Maycsty s 
Government 


“The Chairman of the Commission has pomted out mn correspondence 
with the Prune Mimistcr, which I understand, 1s being published m 
England, that as their investigation has procecded he and his colicagues 
have been greatly impressed in considcring the direcuon which the future 
Constututional development of India ts likely to take with the importance 
of bearing in mind the retaions which may at some future tame develop 
between Briush India and the Indian Statcs In his judgment it 1s essential 
that the methods by which this future rclationship tween these two 
constituent parts of Greater India may be adjusted, should be fully 
cxamuncd 


Conference Plans 


‘He has further expressed the opinion that if the Commissions report 
and the proposals subsequently to framcd by the Government takc this 
wider range it would appear neccessary for the Government to revise the 
scheme of procedure as at present proposed He suggested that what 
might be requircd after the reports of the Statutory Commission and the 
Indian Ccntral Commitice have becn made considcrcd and publishcd, but 
before the stage 18 reached of the Joint Parhamentary Commitice would 
be the setting up of a confercnee in which His Majcstys Government 
should mect representatives both of British India and of the States, for 
the purpose of sucking the greatest possible me asure of agreemcnt for the 
final proposals which 11 would Jater be the duty of His Mayestys 
Govemment to submit to Parliament 


The procedure by the Jomt Parhamentary Committee conferrmg with 
delegations from the Indian Legislatures and other bodies, which was 
previously contemplated and 1s referred to in Sir John Simons Iecttcr to 
myself of Febru 6 1928 would stull be appropriatc. for the 
examin ition of the Bill when 1s subsequently placed before Parliament 
but would in the opimon of the Commission obviously have to be 
preceded by some such conference as thecy have suggested 


Problem of States 


With these views FI understand that His Majesty s Government are in 
complete accord, for while thcy will greatly desire, when the ume 
comes to be able to deal with the question of Bnush Indian political 
devclopment under conditions most favourable to its successful 
treatment they are with the Commission deeply sensible of the 
importance of pene under a comprehensive review the whole problem 
of the relanons of British India and the Indian States Indeed, an 
penne of these interests m thar vicw 1s essental for the complete 
fuliiment of what they considcr to be the underlying purpose of Brush 


pohcy whatever may be the method for its furtherance which Parlhament 
may decide to adopt 


The goal of British policy was stated m the Declaration of August 
1917 to be that of providing for the gradual development of sclf 
governing institutions with a view to the progressive rcahzation of 
responsible government in India as an integral part of the Brush Empire 
As I recently pointed out my own Instrument of Instructions from the 
King Empcror expressly states that it is His Majcsty s will and pleasure 
that Beans laid by Parhament in 1919 should be the means by which 
Brush India may attain its duc place among his Domimons 
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The Ministers of the Crown moreover, have more than once public] 
declared that 1t 1s the desire of the Bnttsh Government that India should, 
in the fullness of tame, take her place in the Empire in equal partnership 
with the Domimons But 1n view of the doubts which have been 
expressed both in Great Britain and India regarding the mterpretation to 
be placed on the intentions of the Bntish Government in enacting the 
Statute of 1919, I am authonzed on behalf of His Majesty s Government 
to state clearly that m their apeement ws amphet m the Declaration of 
1917 that the natural issuc of Indias Constitutional progress, as there 
contemplated 1s the attainment of Domimon status 


Position of the States in Future Scheme 


In the full realization of this pohcy 11s evidently important that the 
Indian States should be afforded an opportumty of finding their place, and 
cven 1f we cannot at present exactly forcesce on what tne this 
development may be shaped, 111s from every poimt of view desirable that 
whatever can be done should be donc to ensure that action taken now 15 
not inconsistent with the attammcent of the ultimate purpose which those 
whcther in British India or the States, who look forward to some unity 
of all India have tn vicw 


His Majesty s Government consider that both these objects namely, 
that of finding the best approach to the Bnush Indian side of the problem, 
and sccondly of cnsurimg that in this process the wider question of closer 
relations in the future betwecn the two parts of Greater India 1s not 
overlooked can best be achieved by the adopuion of procedure such as 
the Commission has outlined 


When thercfore the Commission and the Indian Central Committee 
have submitted their reports, and these have been published and when His 
Mayestys Government have been able in consultation with the 
Government of India, to consider these matiers m the light of all the 
matcrial then available thcy will propose to invite rceprescniauves of 
different partics and interests m British India and representatives of the 
Indian States to mcet them scparatcly or together as circumstances ae 
dumand for the purpose of a conference and discussion in regard bot 
to the British Indian and the ali indian problems It will be their carncst 
hope that by this means 11 may subsequently prove possible on these 
grave issues to submil proposals to Parliament which may command a 
wide measure of gencral assent 


It 1s not neccssary for mc to say how greatly I trust that the action 
of His Majesty's Government may cvoke response from and enlist the 
concurrence of all secuions of opinion in India and I belicve that all 
who wish India well, wherever and whocver they are, desire io 
breakthrough the webs of mistrust that have latcly clogged the rclauions 
between India and Great Bntain I am firmly assured that the course of 
acuon now proposed is at once the outcome of a rcal desire to bring to 
the body hic of India the touch thal carmes with iu healing and 
health and is the mcthod by which we may best hope to handle these 
high matters in the way of construcuve statesmanship ’” 
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East India (Constitutional Reforms): Communal! 
Decision (commonly known as the Communal Award)! 


In the statement made by the Prime Ministcr on 14st December last on behalf of 
His Majcsty’s Government at the close of the second session of the Round Tabic 
Conference which was immcdiatcly aficrwards endorsed by both Houses of 
Parhamecent,1:t was madc plain thatif the communities in India were unable torcach 
a seitlment acccptable to all parucs on the communal queshens which the 
Conference had failed to solve His Majesty s Government were determined th it 
India 5 constituuonal advance should not on that account be frustrated and thit 
they would remove this obstacle by devising and applyimg themsclves 1 
provisional scheme 


2 Onthe 19th March last His Majesty s Govemment having been informed 
that the conunucd failure of the communitics torcach agreement was blocking the 
progress of the plans for the framing of a new Constitution stated that they wore 
engaged upon a carcful re examination of the difficult and contreveni! 
questions which arse Fhey arcnow sausfied that without a decision of at Ie ast 
some aspects of the problems connected with the position of minontics under the 
new Consutuuon no further progress can be made with the framing of the 
Consiition 


3 His Majesty’s Government have accordingly decided that they will melude 
provisions to give cffcect to the scheme sct out below in the proposals relating to 
the Indian Constitution to be laid m duc course before Parliament The scope of this 
scheme os purposely confined to the arrangements to be made for the 
represcntation of the Bnush indie Communitics in the Provincial Legislature 
considcravion of representation in the Le gislature at the Cenure being deferred for 
the reason given im paragraph 20 below The decision to hmit the scope of Un 
scheme imphes no failure to realise that the framing of the Consuiuvion wall 
necessitate the decision of a number of other probicms of great importance lo 
munoriues but has boon taken m the hope that once a pronouncement has been 
made upon the basic questions of method and proportions of representition thie 
commumiics themselves may find it possible to arrive amodus vivend on other 
communal problems whichhave not as yet recenved the Cxamination they require 


4 His Mayesty s Government wish tt to be most clearly understood that thes 
themselves cin be no partics lo any negotiations which may be imitated with 
aview tothe revision of thurr decision and will not be prepircd to give 
considcration to iny TCpresentation armed at sccuring the modification of 3t 
which 1s not supported by allthe panies affected But they are most desirous 
to close no door to an agreed settitment should such happily be forthcoming 
If thercfore before ancw Government of India Act has passed initolaw, they are 
sauisfied that the communities who are concerncd are mutually agreed upon | 
practicable altumative scheme either in respect of any one or more of the 
Govemors Provinces or in respect of the whole of Brush India they will be 


prceparcd torecommcend to Parlramcnt that that altcrnative should be substitutcd for 
the provisions now outlined 


5 Scatsinthe L cgishauve Councils in the Governors: Provinces or m the Lower 


ee there wan Upper Chamber will be alloc ated as shown in the annexcd 
lable 


‘Cmd 4147 fast India (Consutunonal Reforms) Communal Decision, prescoted by the 
Scetctary of State tor India to Parliament by Command of His Majesty August [932 
London pnnied and published by His Majesty s Stavoncry Office 1932 
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6 Election to the scats allowed to Muhammadan European and Sikh 
constituencics will be by votcrs voting mn scparate communal ciccloratcs 
covering between them the whole area ofthe Province (apart from any portions 
which may mn special cases be excluded from the clcctoral arvca as backward ) 


Provision will be made inthe Constitution itself lo empower arevision of this 
electoral arrangement (and the other similar arrangements mentioned below) aficr 
10 years with the assent of the communities affected for the ascertamment of 
which suttable means wll be devised 


7 All qualificd clectors who are not voters cuhcr na Muhammadan Sikh 
Indian Chnstian (sce paragraph 10 below) Anglo Indian (scc paragraph 11 
below) or European constiuency will be cnitled to vote m a gcncral 
constitucncy 


8 Scven scats will be reserved for Mahrattas in cortain sclcc ted plural member 
genct il constitucncics in Bombay 


9 Members of the depressed classes qualified to vote will vote in a general 
consutuency In vicw of the fact thal for aconsider ible penod these classes would 
be unlikely by this means alone to sccure iny adequate representation in the 
Legistaturc a number of special seats will be assigned 10 them as shown in the 
table These scats will be fed by election from special constitucncics in which 
only members of the depressed classes clectorally qualified will be entitled to 
vote Any person voling in such a speciil constituency will as stated above, be 
dlso cntiticd to vote in a gencral consutucncy It as imtended that these 
constitucncics should be formed in selected arcas where the depressed Chasses arc 
mosthumecrous and that exceptin Madris they should notcavwer the whole arca 
of the Province 


In Bengal it sccems possible thatin some gencral cosutucnc ics a mayonty of the 
voters will belong to the Depressed Classes Accordingly pending further 
investigation no numbcr has been fixed for the membcrs to be retamed from the 
spear espexckalc lise consutucncics inth 2 Province Pus imicnde dtosccurc that 
the Depressed Clisscs should obtun not Iesy than 10 seats in the Bengal 
Legis] aturc 


The precise defimition in cach Province of those who Gf clectorally qualified) 
will be cntiticd to vote m the special Depressed Class consutucncics his not yet 
been finally detcrmincd It will be bascet 16 2 rule on the general principles 
advocated in the Franchise Committee s Report Modification miy however be 
found neccessary insome Provinces in Northem India where the apphie tion of 
the gencral critena of untouch ability might result in a dcefinsuion unsuitable in 
some respects tothe specrsl conditions of the Province 


His M yesty sGovernmentde notconsidcr that these special Depressed € lasses 
consutucncics will be required for more than a limited ime They intend that the 
Consutution shall provide that they shallcometoancnd after 20 ye ars ifthey have 
Not previously been abolished under the general powers of Ulu toral revision 
rcferrcd to in paragr iph 6 


10. Election to the scats allotted to Inds in Chnstiins will be by voters ocak m 
scparatc Communal clectoratces Ht scems almost certam thal practic ab di fficulucs 
will except possibly in Madras prevent the formation of Indian Chnstian 
consntucncics covering the whole arca of the Province, and that accordingly 
special Indian Chrisuan consutucnacs will have tobe formed only in one or two 
selected arcas mthe Province IndianChnstuan votcrs in these arcas will not vote 
ma general constutucncy Indian Christian voters outside these arcas will vote in 
a oo) constituency Special arrangements may be needed in Bihar and Orissa 

where aconsidcrable proportion of the Indian Christian community belong to the 
aboriginal nibes 
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11 Elcecton to the seat allotted to Anglo Indians will be by voters voting 
inseparate communal clectorates Itis at prescntintended subject to mvestigation 
of any practical difficulties that may anse that the Anglo Indian constutucncies 
shall cover the whole area of cach Province, a postal ballot being employed but no 
final decision has yet been reached 


12 The method of filling thc seats assigned for representatives from backward 
arcas 1s sill under investigauon and the number of seats so assigned should be 
regarded as provisional pending a final decision as to the consnhtutional 
arrangements to be made in relation to such areas 


13° His Majcsty’s Government attach grcat importance to securmg that the 
new Legislatures should contam at Icast a cvetinumber of women membcrs 
They fec!] that atthe outset this objcct could not be achicved without creating 
accrtain number of seats specially allotted lo women They also feel that it 1s 
essential that women mcembcrs should not be drawn disproportionatcly from 
one community They have been unable to find any system which would avoid 
this nsk and would be consistent with the rest of the scheme for representation 
which they have found it necessary to adopt except thatof hmiting the electorate 
for cach special woman’s scat to volurs from one community The spccral 
women’s scats have accordingly been specifically divided, as shown in the 
lable between the various communiucs ' The precise electoral machinery to be 
employed in these special constituencies 18 sul] under consideration 


14 The seats allotted to Labour will be filled from non communal 
consutucnccs The clectoral arrangements have sul to be determined, but itis 
likely that im most Provinces the Labour constitucncics will be partly trade union 
and partly spccial constituencies as recommended by the Franchise Commiuttce 


15 The special scats allotted to Commerce and Industry Mining and Planung 
will be filled by clection through Chambers of Commerce and various 
Associations The details of the clectoral arrangements for these scats must 
awant further invesugation 


16 The special seats allotted to Landholdcrs will be filled by clecuon by special 
Landholder 5s constitucncics 


17 The method to be employed for clecuion to the University scats 1s sull 
underconsidcration 


18 His Majesty s Government have found it rmpassible mn determining these 
qucsuions of represcntation in the Provincial Legisiatures to avoid catering into 
considerable detail There remains nevertheless the determmaton of the 


cons ature ics They intend that this task should be undertaken in India as early as 
possible 


It is possible that in some instances delimitation of constitucncics might 
be matenally veo by slight vanauions from the numbers of scats now given 
His Majesty s Government reserve the nght to make such slight variations, for 
such purpose provided that they would not maternally affect the essential balance 


butweencommuniics Nosuch vanations will however be made in the case of 
Bengal and Punjab 


19 The queshion of the composiuoen of Second Chambers in the Provinces has 
so far reccived comparatively little attention m the consutubonal discussions and 
requires further considcrahion before a decision ts reached as to which 


Provinces shall have a Second Chamber or a scheme 1s drawn up for their 
composition 


‘Subject lo one exception see note(c) to lable 


APPFNDIX VI 537 


His Majesty sGovernmentconsidcr that the composition of the Uppcr House in 
a Province should be such as not to disturbin any esscntual the balance bc tween the 
communities resulting from the composition of the Lower House 


20 His Majesty’s Government do not propose at present to enter into the 
question of the size and composition of the Legislature at the Centre since this 
involves among othcr questions that of representation of the Indian States which 
sull needs further discussion They will of course when considering the 
composition, pay full regard to the claims of all communities for adcquate 
representation therein 


21 His Majesty s Government have already accepted the principle that Sind 
should be constututcd a separate Province if satsifactory mcans of financing it can 
be found As the financial probicms involved still have to be reviewed m 
connection with othtr problems of federal finance His Majesty s Government 
have thoughtitprefcrable toinclude atthisstage, figures for a Legislature for the 
existing Province of Bombay om addihon ite the schemes for separate 
Legislaturcs for Bombay Presidency proper and Sind 


22 The figures given for Bihar and Onssa relate to the existing Province The 
qucstion of constituting a separ ate Province of Orissa ts sul under investigation 


23 The inclusion in the table of figures rclating to a Legislature for the Central 
Provinces including Berar docs not imply that any decision has yet been reached 
regarding the future constitutional position of Berar 


LONDON 
4th August 1932 
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Shahidgany Mosque! 


Situated between the Railway stakon and Delhi gate in Lahore the mosque 
Known as Mayid-e Shahidgany was built dunng the reign of Mughal Emperor 
Shahjahan (1628 58) Later during the Mughal Govemorship of the Punjab of 
Moinul Mulk (d 1753) a Kotwal was built near the mosque where ithe 
‘awbreakers wcrc tried and sentenced, some even exccutcd 


Onc Bhai Toro Singh a Sikh, was similarly convicted and later exccuted at the 
sarnc place in 1746 This incident made Bh un Toro a hero among Stkhs The Sikhs 
nimed the place as Shahidgarny and bunlt a Samadhi (kh shnnc) near the sate 
Muslims howcver continucd to offer pr rycrs in the mosque tll the three Stkh rulers 
(1765 99)known as S$eh Hakeeman « Lahore established ther rule over the crty 
this cnablced the Sikhs to occupy the mosque and the adjoming premises The ares 
remamed im the occupanvion of the Sikh MaAards ull the annexation of the Pung ab 
bs the British in 1819 


{In 1850 onc Nur Ahmcd claiming to be aMudawalt (guardian) of the mosque 
mide im unsuccessful bid to recover the place by mstututneg proceedings im the 
Sctiemcent Department He filed two more suits in 1853 and 1855) both were 
dismissed His tppeal ag amst these decisions was also dismissed first by the 
Lihore Commuissioncr and then by the Judicial Comnussioncr of the Punjab in 
April and Junc 1856 respec uvcly 


Altcr the passage of the Sikh Gurdw aris Aclof 1925 the Goscrament by 4 
notification in 1927 dechired the mosque andthe wWydccntpremiscs 1s partof Sikh 
Gurds ara property 


As many as seventtcn penbons were filed by vanous persons cl unong 
ownership of the ShaAid gary promises In March 1928 one Harnim Singh tiled 
one such peution the other was by the Anjuman © Islami aof the Puny ib on beh alt 
ofthe Mohamedans Both these petitions were dismissed in January 1930 by the 
Sikh Gurdwara Tnbunal The Anjuman did not file an appeal bul Hamam Singh 
did Phe Lahore High Court dismissed Harmam Singh ¢ ippe alin October 1934 As 
arcsultthe mosque and the other adjoming property rem anced in tie custody of tie 
Shromant Gurdwara Parbandhak Commutice under the orginal Goverment 
Notification of 1927 In the folowing ycar 1¢ 1935 the Sikh Jathas Canned 
groups) began to pour mto Lahore city from allover the Punjab province reponedly 
to demohsh the mosque To cre Muslim concem Herbert Wilham Fmerson 
(1881 1962) the Punjab Governor (1933 8) promiscd tothe Mushms that noh irm 
“would come to the mosque On the night of 4 5 July 1935 however, the Sikhs 
Started pulling down As ircsult alargcnumbcrof Muslims assembled stthe site 
lo stop demohton work The mob was fired upon by the Army and 4 numbcr of 
people wore killed 


Acomplaint was filed in October 1935 in the court ofthe Distnct Judge, Lahore 
by The mosque andanumbcrof Mohamcdans including womcn ind children 
thamnst the Shiromam Gurdw tra Pribandhak Commitice and the Commitice of 
Man igemcnt for the noufted Sikh Gurdwaras Lahore for a declaration that the 
building was a mosque in which the plamnuffs and all followers of Islam arc 
cnutled ta worship 


Sources Ashig Hussain Batalvi /gbal Ke Akhree Do Saal (Lrdu) Iqbal Academy Lahore 
d pp 547 80 Janbas Mirra luhreek e Masjid Shahidgan; (Urdu) Maktaba | abscra 
“ahore 1988 Ikram Ali Mahk fareekh e Puryab (Urdu) Voll Salman Matbooat 
“Lahore 1990 pp 127 30 and 140 Pnvy Counci! Judgement Vol xx1 Lahore Sencs 140 
cdcral Shanat Coun Judgement Islamabad 2 Fcbruary 1991 and Mushim [ uc 
Xcsolutions Annual Session 15 18 October 1937, appendix XVII 2 Resolution No 
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The District Judge dismissed the suitin May 1936 Ana al was filed agamsi 
the judgement im the Lahore High Court At the instance of Alama Iqbal Punjab 
Muslims led by Malik Barkat Ali approachcd Jinnah to appear before the Coun to 
argue the Muslimcasc Jinnah however did not agree saying that following his visit 
to Lahore in Fcbruary 1936 he was already commiticd to seeking an amicable 
sciticment between the Mushms and the Sikhs However at his suggestion the 
services of a Bntish barmistcr (Mr Coltman) from Bombay were hired Thea al 
was again dismissed in January 1938 by the Division Bench of the High Coun 
comprising Justice Young Justice Bhide and Jusucce Din Muhammad Mr Justice 
Din Muhammad however wrote a note of disscnt An appeal to the Pnvy Council 
in London in 1938 against the judgement of the High Court was also dismissed in 
May 1940 with costs to the respondcnts 


Jinnah visitud Lahore on 21 February 1936 to perform his roic as amediator He 
staycd there for nearly a fortmght Bcfore l-aving he formed a Commitiec 
comprising the following to ncgouate a sctUement 


1 Allama Muhammad Iqbal 


2 Maulvi Abdul Qadir Qasuri 

3 Mian Abdul Aviv Bar-at Law 

4 Rajya Narendra Nath 

5 Pandit Nanak Chand Bar at Law 

6 = Sardar Boota Singh, Advocate 

7 Sardar Ujjal Singh 

8 Sardar Sampooran Singh 

9 Mian Ahmad Yar Khan Daultana (Convencr) 


The Committee however fasicd to fulfil its task Followimg this the Council of 
the All India Mushm League at its session held on 30 31 January 1938 at Delhi 
with Jinnah in the chair resolved to summon a special session of the All India 
Muslim Leaguc to decide on the final line of action It further called upon the 
Mushms all over India to observe Friday 18 Fcbruary 1938 as Shahidgany Day 
The special session of the All India Mushm League was held at Calcuttaon 17 18 
April 1938 with Jinnah in the Chair 11 appealed to the Musalamans 10 maintaim a 


peaccful atmosphere and cnabic the Punjab government to seck a settlement of the 
ssUc 


Nothing conercic was however achicvcd ull ndependcnce in 1947, when acase 
was filed in the Fedcral Shariat Coun of Pakistan by onc Muhammad Siddique 
Chughta: of Lahore The Sharrat Court in its yudgemcnt dated 2 June 1991 
dismissed the peution ta diamine as in its opinion the learned counscl for the 
pelioncr failed to point out any law or provision of law which he wants us to 
declare repugnant to the myunctions of Islam There the position rests and the 
Premises remain im the custody of the Sikhs 
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The Umonisst Party’ 


Formed 1n 1923, the Umonist Party was an outgrowth of the rural block of the 
Zamindar poe founded m 192! The party which owed its onpin to the genius of 
Sir Faz] 1 Husain? (1877 1936) had its activities confined to Re province of the 
Punjab Here the Muslims possessed a marginal majonty in population, although 
all levers of power—cconomic and political—rcmained in the hands of the Hindus 
and the Sikhs Thc latterconsututcd only 13 2 perccntin the Punjab population but 
demanded a weightage of 30 percent undcr the proposed constitution The Pnme 
Mimster s Communal Award of 1932 allowed the Hindus and Sikhs in the 
proposed Council of the Punjab 27 percent (43 scats) and 18 8 percent (32 scats) 
respectively Asagainstthis the Muslims 57 percent were allotted 86 scatsin the 
house of 175 They were also hkcly to secure three more seats from the 
landholders consutucncics 


The Sikh demand for excessive weightage if concedcd, would have tured 
Muslims into a permancnt minonty im the Punjab In order to prevent this, the 
Mushms wanicd that their marginal majonty should be reflec ted i their share of 
seats in the provincial Icgislature with a statutory guarantce 


Punjab was aland of peasant proprictors and the agnicultunsts mamly Muslims 
who formcd the bulk of the population in the rural arcas Howcver, they lived hke 
a suppressed community vis a vis Hindu moncylendcrs and the prosperous and 
well organised Sikhs In the circumstance Fazl 1 Husain fcarcd the threat of the 
combincd force of the Congress and the Sikhs in the proposed Provincial Council 
He thercfore entered into an agreement with Chaudhry Lal Chand a Hindu 
champion of the mghts and privileges of the rural agnculturists The party thus 
formed as arcsultof Faz] 1 Husain Lal Chand co aliuion was namcd the National 
Unmonist Party Lal Chand was however unscaicd from the Punjab Assembly in 
1924 as a result of a court pudgement He was succcceded by Chhotu Kam 
(1882 1945) vet another Hindu champion of the cause of the peasantry 


'Sources—Gitmartin Empire and Islam _ Punjab and the Making of Pakistan, Oxford 
University Press New Declhn ee 35 108 110 126 129 31,144 and 148 49 Ashiq 
Husain Batalvi opcit pp 159 1 Waheed Ahmad — Leuers of Mian fazli 
Husain Research Souiely of Pakistan |ahore anee 1( 25 26 484 85 and SO8 09 

xxx ahx, Introduction, Wahced Ahmad (cd wartes and Notes of Mian lazt: 
Wuca Rescarch Soacty of Pakistan |-ahore 1977 Naresh Kumar Jain (cd ) Musiuns 
tn India A Biographical Dictionary, Vol {, Manohar Publications 2 Ansan Road 
Daryagan) New Dethr 1979 and S P Sen (ed ) Dictionary of National Biography 
Insutute of flistoncal Studies Calcutta 1973 


70n bazli Husain the chief architect of the Unionist Party, sce Jinnah s remarks (supra, 
p 60) onl avh s death and the observations of SirMalcolm Var ley (1872 1969) Govemor 
of the Punjab (1924 9) made thirty three years after he had left the province of the Punjab 
in his comment on Fav! 1 flusain s biography by his son Am Husain then India s 
Deputy Ehgh Commissioner in London 


One must forgive the dc sire shown by the son to pay atnbute to the memary of hrs 
father but his record of | av} 1 [lussamn scarecrin politicsis very far from objective 
he would admit that his father was first and last dedicated lo secunng thc advancement, 
pohncal and cconomic, of Muslims as against the }iindus and Sikhs and that the 
machinery he vuhzed for this purpose was the leadersmp accorded to mm by the 

cultural members of the legislature consisting mainly of Mushms and such 
Hindus and S1khs as were mepered aS agncuilurists to support him against the 
non agncultural Hindu and Stkh section of the population 


Sirf avh himself had I think noreal affinity withthe agncultunsts asdefind by the 
Punjab cee bul he utilized the su mofthe Uniomst party in so far as this 
could aid him in secunng the advance of Muslimcause HaileytoD A Low (then 
Fellow, Department o History Australian National University, Canberra), 10 
January 1961, India Office Library, Hailey Collection, MSS Fur £.220/51 
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With a vicw to contesting the 1936 37 provincial clections on inauguration of 
the India Act of 1935, Favl-1 Husain though 1n poor health reorganized the party 
in 1936, launched a well thought out party programme in his pamphict Punjab 
Poluics ‘by a Punjabee’ and strengthened party’s links with the rural Mushm 
Icadershipi e , Pirs, Sajjaadanasheens andimams ofmosqucs Mian Ahmed Y ar 
Khan Daulatana (igoe 1940) aco foundcr of the party scrved as the office 
secretary of the party and the secretary of the parhamentary party m the Punjab 
Legislauve Council This was also the ymce when Jinnah had begun ns work of 
re Organising the Muslim League by cstablishing Muslim Leaguc Parliamentary 
Boards everywhere including the Pungab A clash between the two secmed 
imminent Howcver the godfather of the Unionist Party died in July 1936 and the 
party mantic passcd on to Sir Sikandcr Hyat Khan 


The Party contested the 1936 37 cicchons and won 96 seats out of 176 Sikander 
became the Punjab Chicf Minister and remaincd a good ally of Bntain im her war 
cfforts Butas imc passed his position had been threatcncd by the nsing influcnce 
of the Mushm League and us leader Jinnah However, before he could be 
overwhelmed by the Muslim League Sikander Hyat dicd in Deccmbcr 1942 and 
was succeeded by Khizir Hyat Khan Tiwana (1900 75) as the party Icadcr As 
clecuions were not held till carly 1946 Tiwana continucd to hold powcr unsteadily 
unt the closing phase of Bnush rule in India. The party was routcd m the 1946 
clections by the Muslim League which with 79 scals out of 175 emerged as the 
largest groupinthe Asscmbly Khiz iu Hyat was forced toresignin March 1947 and 
the Umonist Party ceased its activiucs for all practical purposes 
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Wardha Scheme of Education! 


On Congress party forming governments in the six Indian provinces im July 
1937 Gandhi outlined his plan of self supporting mass education atthe primary 
Ievel In hs article in#flaryan 31 July 1937 entitled Crticism Answered,” Gandhi 
explained that by his idea of education as ‘an all round drawing outof the best 
mchild and man— body mindandspint Forthis purpose he askcd the Ministcrs 
of Govemmentto ‘lay down a well conceived but determined pohcy’ Followmg 
this advocacy aconference washcldat Wardha aGandhianashramin the Ccntral 
Provinces (now Madhya Pradcsh) in India, on 22-23 October 1937 Gandhi 
himself presidtd Among the invittcs were the Education Ministers of the 1x 
Congress-ruled provinces The Confcrence passed the following four 
rcosoluuions after hearmg Gandhi $s cxposition 


1 That in the opinion of the Conference, free and compulsory 
cducabon be provided for seven ye trs on anauion wide scale 


That the medium of instruction be the mother tonguc 


y 

3 That the Conference endorses the proposal made by Mahauna 
Gandhi that the process of cducalion throughout the penod 
should centre round some form of manual and productive work, 
and that al) the other abiliucs to be dcevcloped or taming to be 
given should as far as possible be integrally related to the 
central handicraft chosen with duc regard to the cnviranment of 
the child 


4 That the Confcrence expects that this system of cducation will be 
gradu ily able to cover the remuncration of the teachers 


A committce was then appointed headed by Dr /akir Husain to prepare 
a planned syllabus for submission to Gandhi within a month Its other members 
were 


Vinoba Bhave, Krishna Das Jajoo, Kishor: Lal Mashniwala 
JC Kumarappa Prof Saryaddamn Prof K T Shah, Kakasahch 
Kalelkar, Shrimatt Asha Devi and Aryanayakam (Convencr) 


The Committce submitted its report to Gandhi on 2 Decembcr 1937 The 
Teport Known as the /akir Husain Conannice Report was later pubhshed undcr 
the uthe of Basic Nahional Education Since the conference was held at Wardha the 
repartis also called the Wardha Scheme It was enforced in the Congress ruled 
provinces in March 1938 The two main recommendauons of the Committee 
were inculcaiion among students of the idca_ of AAimsa (non violence) and 
lurruonmal nationalism In the background of discontent among Mushms over 
Ministry formation and the performance of Congress in the Congress-ruled 
provinces Mushmsregardcd the Wardhascheme and Vidya Mandirs established 
undcr it as the Congress attempt to impose Hindu thought and culture on them 
Henee they rejected it and protested at its enforcement 


"See Nnpendra Nath Mitra, (ed) fhe Indian Annual Register An Annual Digest of 
Public Affairs of India, Ju December 1937 Voll} The Annual Register Office 

Calcutta nd, p3t Gandhi s anicic enttled Cnticism Answercd in Director 

Publications vision Govemmeanlt of India The Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi 

Vol LXV 15 March— 31 July 1937 New Delhi 1976, pp 450 53 and appendix XX 3 para 
tntitied National ].ducation® about the constitution of an All indtaf duc ation Board in the 
Indian Nahonal Congress Resolutions Annual Session 19 21 February 1938 


See also a fifty page publication Government Pnntung, C P & Berar Vee Mandir 
Scheme A Way to the Spread of | ree and Compulsory Mass Education within a fixed 
Pertod Nagpur 1938 which explains as to how the idea was concerved and gives details 
aboutrVidya Mandirs, thew operabon and benefits For the Muslim reacthon sce 
Procecdings of the Muslim League Working mceting on 4 July 1939 supra, p 379 
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Bande Mataram' 


Hail thee mother! To her I bow, 

Who with swecicst watcro crflows 
With dainty fraits 14 nch and cndowed 
And cooling whom the south wind blows, 
Who’s grecn with crops as on her grow, 
To such a mothcr down [ bow! 

With silver moon beams smilc her nights 
And trees that in their bloom abound 
Adom her, and her face doth buam 
With swectest smiles, sweet 5 her sound! 
Joy and bliss she doth bestow 

To such a mothcr down I bow 
Resounding with tnumphal shouts 
From seventy million voices bold 
With devotion served by twice 

As many hands that ably hold 

The sharp ind shining rapicr bold 

— Thou a weakhng we are told! 

Proud in strength and prowcss thou art 
Redcemer of thy children thou, 
Chastiscr of aggressive focus 

Mother, to thee thy child T bow 

Thou art knowledge thou my Fath 
Thou my heart and thou my mind 

Nay morc thou art the vital ur 

That moves my body from behind 

Of my hands thou art the strength 
Atmy heart devotion thou 

In cach temple and cach shrine 

To thy image itis we bow 

Dury 1 bold whe wiclds her arms 

With halfa score of hands 

The seicnce goddess Wan too 

And Lakshmi who on lotus stinds 
What are they but mothcr thou, 

To thee in all these forms I bowt 
Tothcee! Fortune grvct, that art 

To faultunknown beyend compare 
Who dost with swecicst watcrs flow 
And on thy children in thy care 

Dainty fruits dost rich bestow 

Tothee mother to thee I bow! 

To thee Phow that art so green 

And so rich bedecked with smile 

Thy face doth glow, thou dost sustain 
And hold us -— sul unknown to guile! 
Hail] thee mother! To thee I bow! 


‘Pnghsh translation Nares Chandra Sen Gupta, The Abbey of Blivs Bankim Chandra 
Chattenee s Anandamath Padmini Mohan Nosgy nd pp 32 33 cated in Lanf Ahmed 
Sherwani (ed) Pakistan in the Mating Documents and Readings Quaid 1 Azam 
Academy Karachi 1987 pp 75 79 
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Literally meaning ‘Hail to the Mother’, this song occurs in Bankim Chandra 
Chatterjec s' novel Anandamaih Written in a mixture of Sansknt and Bengal: 
Anandamath 1s a masterpicce of Chatterjee s creative genius It was published 
in 1882 The song Bande Mataram was reportedly sung by Rabindranath 
Tagore at Congress session of 1896? Anandamath 1s a politcal novel with a 
plot which 1s based on the Sanyas:? rebellion that erupted m Bengal im the 
cighteenth century against the Muslim rule Bankim gaveita pohiico religious 
twist and made his characters m the novel selfless patmots inspircd by the 
doctnne of disinterested acuion ‘ The novel gave tremendous impctus to the 
tehgious patnotic and national fervour beginning with Hindu missionary 
activities and culmimating im the Hindu terrorist movement in Bengal in the 
first decade of the twenticth century conscgucnt upon Viccroy Curzon + 
partition of Bengal m 1905 On August 7 1905 hundreds of people joined the 
lanonie students procession from Colicge Square to Townhall singing Bande 
Mataram From that day Swedeshi Movement sprcad throughout Bengal hke 
wildfire Hardly a day passed without processions and Dac mecnungs 
rending the sky by Bande Mataram * 


There 1s an appreciation im the novel of the Enghsh presence as a helpful 
relude to a revival of the True Faith of Hinduculture” ind 1 positive potenti a) 
tor India under British rule * In Bankims own words the day European 
Sarnce and mechanical skill unite thar forces with Indias philosophic al 


'"Bankim Chandra Chittugee b 26 Junc 1838 cdn Hooghly College the Presidency 
College and C dcutta University of which he was the first graduate 1858 entered 
Sovemmce sernice and posted at Jessore as Deputy Magistrate and Deputy C ollector 

858 rcuircd from govemment service 1891 and died 8 Apnl 1894 represented one of 
the greaicst of Llindu minds (Nirad Chaudhn citcd in Basanta Koomur Roy (cd ) 
Anandamath Translated and Adopied fram Original Bengals Vision Books New Delhi 
1992 p7) Aprohfic wnter of Bengah pocms and novels author of fhe Adventures of a 
Young Iindu Rajmohan s Wife (1964) Durgeshnandin (1865), Kapalkundala (1866) 
Mrinalini (1860) Rajam (1877) Krishnakanier Uil (1878) and Anandamath (1882) 
However in no other work of ms 1s Bankim so closely identulicd as with 
Anandamath Sisir Kumar Das (Tagore Professor of Bengals [ werature University of 
Dcth) cited on dustcover fbid 


2 P Sharm: Great Men of india Uppal Publishing House New Dclhi 1988 pp 277 79 


3Govemor General Warren Hastings descnbcd the Sanya sis in a letter dated 9 March 1773 
as follows 


Ihe history of this ple is cunous [hey mhabit or rather possess the 
country lying south of the hills of Libbet from Caubul to China. They go 
mostly naked Ihecy have newher towns houses nor families but rove 
So from place to place recruiting their numbers with the healthicst 
children they can steal in the countncs pate which they pe Ihus they 
are the stoutest and most active menin India. Many are merchants They are 
all piigmms and held by all classes of Gentoos [Hindus] in great veneralion 
Chis infatuation prevents our obtaining any intelligence of their motions, 
or aid from the country against them notwithstanding very ngid orders 
which have becn published for these purposes insomuch that they often 

pear in the hcan of the province as if they dropped from heaven Whey are 
hardy bold and enthusiastic lo a degree surpassing credit Such are the 
Senasstes the gipsics of Hindostan 


Citedin Vincent A Smith The Oxford History of india Fromthe Earhest lumestothe End 
of 3931 Clarendon Press firsted 1919 seconded 1923 Impresmonof 1928 pp 515 16 


“Remarks on dust cover of the book Basanta Koomar Roy, op cit 
*O P Sharma,op cit p279 
‘Preface by Wiliam J Jackson to Basanta Koomar Roy op cit p 7 
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ideahsm, then tly will man become a god "'In short, the theme of the novel 
was the necd to use English presence ‘to acquire scientific knowledge from 
the Bntush and throw the Mushms out ? The following 1s asummary of dialoguc 
among principal characters im the novel 


Bhavananda, the hero of the story 1s plannimg an armed revolt 
against Muslim powcr in Bengal, — the date 1s about 168 ycars ago 

c 3s collecting recruns and on a highway adventure mccts one 
Mahcndra whose wife and daughter he has carher rescued from 
robbers Bhavananda hums the song Bande Mataram Mahendra at 
first docs not understand, and then pcreciving the trend of it asks 
Bhavananda to sing again The latter repcats the song explaining in 
between how and why rebellion 1s necessary to berate the country 
which he throughout calls the Mother Mahendra 1s too umid and 
asks Bhavananda to abandon the impossible project In reply, 
Bhavananda bursts into sprinted clogucncee and concludes Jur 
religion is gone our casic 1s gonc, our honour 1s gone now cven life is 
insecure Ban the Hindus preserve their Hinduism unless these 
drunken nereys (term of contempt for Mushms) arc driven awiy?’ 
Mahendra asks Will you drive them away simple handed? 
Bhivananda $ reply 1s somc lincs of the song Bande Mataram which, 
litcrally translanhd mean ‘When scventy million throats will roar 
and twice seventy million hands will hold the sharp edgcd swords 
call you the Mother weak?) Further argument follows Mahcndra 
points oul the prowess of the Muslims but Bhavananda maintains 
that Muslims are cowards His words are The Enghshman dacs 
not run away (from bate) even when his hfe iw im danger but the 
Mushm runs away even as soon as he begins to perspire HW one 


cannon ball falls anywhere near them the whole tbe of Mushms 
ran for very life 


Next moming Bhivananda takes Mahendra to the temple 
Anandamath c Brihmachari m charge conducts Mahendra inside 
the temple where is sem: darkness Mahcndra gradually secs the 
following A huge image of four armed Vishnu complete with 
conch circle club and lotus two decapitated and bloody heads 
rolling in front of Vishnu, on the Icft of the image is Lakshmi on 
the mght Saraswiu and on the lap of Vishnu is anothcr ‘lovely 
wmagye The Brihmachan asks Do you sce the image on the lap of 
Vishnu? Mihcendra says Yes whos she’? ‘The Mother answers 
the Brahmach ui we are her children say Bande Mataram Hcerea 
comment may be permittcd The Mother 1s an wmauge which 
represents the motherland in the shape of an rdol and 16 surrounded 
by other Hindu idols That idolisea Mohtcrland 15 hailed with the 
words Bande Mataram Then Mahendra ts Iced to another part of the 
temple Herethe presiding deity 15 ‘Jagatdhart) an image surroundcd 
by spicndour t Brahmachani explains The Mother (land) was 
at first hke this Mahendra reverently salutes ‘the mothcrland 
symbohsing Jagatdharti and is Iced mto a dark tunnel In a 
subterrancan chamber is the image of Kal black, bare and unclad 
The Brahmachan caplams This 1s what the Mother (land) has now 
become = Why docs she hold those weapons in her hands? asks 
Mahendra We herchudren have armed her with them = answers the 
Brahmachar indcommands say Bande Mataram! 


‘Basanta Kapoor Roy ‘faud p 20 


Syed Rast Wash ¢ 


Pahore 1980 pl cd) Biographical Dictionary of South Asta Publishers United I irmtcd 
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Thence Mahendra 1s led to another chambcr, where the ten-armed 
Durga presides The Brahmachan says ‘That is what the Mother 
(land) will be hke when the encmy will be crushed under her fect 
Here also Lakshmi and Saraswat: are present and working himsclf 
to an excess of fervour the Brahmachan charts words which are 
identical with those words of the song which hierally translated 
mean ‘Thou art Durga with ten arms and thou art Lakshm: lotus 
ranging and thou art Vani (Saraswat:) that giveth knowlcdge I 
salute thec! Mahcndra 1s now converted and says, I wall take the 
vow ” Here anothcr comment may be permitittd The Mother (land) 1s 
clearly conccived as having no scparate idenuty but being identical 
with all the three goddesses and accordimgly saluted ' 


‘|_auf Ahmed Sherwam (ed) op cit pp 78 9 


Moving the resolunon on the 1ssue at the twenty fifth annual session of the Mushm | we 
October 1937 (see appendix XVII 2 resolution No 6), Maulana Akram Khan tra the 
history of Bande Mataram song and said thal in 1773 the Sanyas: movement was started 
in Bengal whose chief aim was to tum out Mushms from Bengal _the song 1s really war 
cry againstthe Mushms andis extremely offensive tothe Muslimreligion and sentiment see 
report in Siar of India, 18 October 1937 
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Muslim Grievances against Congress rule, 1937-39— 
Reports of ML Inquiry Committees 


1 


Pirpur Report, November 1938 


Raja Syed Muhammad Mchd: of Parpur Report of the Inquiry Committee 
pointed by the Counci of the All India Muslim psopue to inquire into some 
rrievances in Congress Provinces_Commonly referred to as the Pirpur Report it 
comprised 83 pages Signed on 15 Novembcr 1938 1 was presenicd toM A 
anon President All India Mushm League undcr a covering Icttcr reproduccd 
ow 


To 

MA Jinnah Esqr 
President 

All India Muslim League 


Sur 


The Council of the All India Mushm League passed the following resolution it 
us mecungs held on March 20, 1938 at Delhi 


Whcercas numcrous complaints havc reachcd the Ccntral Office of the 
hardship. ul treatment and myustice that 8 mctcd out to the Muslims in 
vanious Congress Government Provinces and particularly to those who are 
workers and members of the Mushm League the Council resolves thal a 
special committee be appointed consisung of the following members to 
collectallinformation make all neccessary mquincs and take such sticps as 
may be considered proper and to submit ther report to the President and the 
Counalfromtmetoume RajaSyced Muhammad Mchdi (Chairman) Mr 
A B Habibullah (Sccrctary) Khan Bahadur Hap Rashid Ahmad Sycd 
Ashraf Ahmad Maulvi AbdulGhant MLA MianGhias ud Din MLA 
Sycd /akir Ah Syed Hasan Riaz Syed Taq: Hadt Naqvi 


In pursuance of the above resolution we staricd our inquiry rmmcdiatcly and 


finoshed our work (so far as the present report 15 concemced) mm the last week of 
October 1938 


During our extensive tour of all the six Congress Provinces namcly the United 
Provinces Bihar Orissa Ccuntral Provinces Madras and Bombiy we collected 
both written and oral evidence from all sccuions of Mushms specially the local 
ML As and Mushm League branches In some parts of the country we also 
received cooperation from non Muslims as well and they hel us with their 
evidence on Important incidents We take this opportunity of thanking all these 


Teenie for providing us with valuable informahon which has been incorporated in 
wreport 


The report is divided in three pants The first two parts deal with the general 
prin tples and ¢ iuses of conflict botwecn the Mushms and the Congress The third 
part deals in detail with the gnevances of the Mushms in the Congress governed 
provinces We have cndcavourcd our best to cxamine the ToRIce as a whole 
dispassionatcly particularly the Mushm gnevances We bclived that the 
gmevances which we have incorpor ited inour report are just, real and genuine and 
will we hope, open the cyes of the Congress leaders 


Numerous other instances besides those incorporated in the report were 
brought to our nonce We have purposcly withheld them not because we doubted 
their veracity but because of the curgency of space We have only includcd typical 
mstances of the various types Then we have not included instances of Congress 
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miurference with the official machinery of the State Firstly because it is very 
difficult almostimpossible togetcvidencce on such matters and sccondly because 
tne fact of widespread attempt on the part of Congress men to influence official 
oachinery has been cven pointed out by the Hon ble Judges of the ANahabad High 
Court in their yudgement in the Contempt of Court case against Dr Mukcrp 


Mian Gmas ud Din, M LA, did not take any part in the procecdings of the 
Commuttce while Maulv1 Abdul Ghani) MLA _ another cribs toured with the 
Commutice in Bihar and rendered every possible help to the Committee in that 
province He however fellill and was not able to participate in the procecdings of 
the Committee thercafter 


We have the honour to be, 
ir, 
Your most obedicnt servants, 
(Raja) Syed Mohammad Mchdi of Pirpur Chairman 
A B Habibullah Sccrtary 
Syed Ashraf Ahmad 
Syed Hasan Riyaz 
Syed Taq: Hadi Naqvi, 
Syed / akir Ali 


Lucknow 
Novembcr15 1938 


The report was published by Honor ary Sccrctary All india Muslim League Ttis 
divided into unree parts as detailed below 


Part | Gencral Survey 


1) Communal Problem 
n) Indian Ec onomic | ife—Pccuh ar Ch ar actersucs 
141) Polhiacal Parucs 
Iv) Muslim M ass Contact Movement—aits Repercussions 


Part He The Conflict ind its Causes 


me Gencral Policy of the Congress 
v1 Bande Mataram 
vin) The Tricolour 
val Exclustonof Mushms from Loc al Bodics and Debt Conciliation Boards 
X) Cow Protccuuon 
x Communal! Riots—© ause and Orin 
x1) The Languige and Culture 


Part HY Details of Mushms Gnevances 


xu) = Bihar 

xa Central Provinces and Berar 
xlv Bomba 

xv United Brownies 


oa Madras 
Xvit Orissa 


2 
Shareef Report, December 1939 


S M Sharcef Report ofthe Publicity Commutee of the Bihar ProvincialMusiim 
League on some Grievances of the Mushms, 1938 39 Commonly known as 
Shareef Report. it was published by the Bihar Provincial Mushm League Patna 
Decembcr 1939: Members of the Committee were 
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1) S M Shareef President of the Committee 


uu) Mr Imtcyaz Karcem Advocate, Pres:dcnt Patna Distnct Muslim 
League and a member of the Provmcial Working Committec, 


mn) Mr Syed Azizul Haque Fakhruddin, Advocate High Court, Patna 
cx President of the Patna Distinct Muslim League, 


iv) Mr Syed Mohammad Majccd, Advocate of Patna City, 


v) Maulana Syed Shah Husam Mian Provincial Propaganda Officer 
of Phul wari Sharcef, 


v1) Maulana Mohiuddin Tamunna Sahcb, Vice President of 
Provincial Mushm Leaguc 


vu} Maulana Sycd Ibrar Hussain Saheb a Shia thcologist and 
professor of Jamca Sulaimania Patna City 


vin) Maulvi Sycd Zamiruddin Ahmed 


1x) Khan Sahcb Sycd MavharImam Assistant Secretary Provincial 
Muslim League andmember of the Minonty Provinces Deputation 
of the All Indta Mushim League 


x) Maulana Abbas Vidcyamhi Saheb Propaganda Secretary Distinct 
Muslim League Movaffarpur ind 


x1) Khan Bahadur Sycd Hasan General Sccrctary Bihar Provincial 
Muslim League 


Syed Najymul Haque Advocate MLA Sccrctary of the Committec 


Spread over 215 pees il was prescnicd to a8 Abdul Aviz President Bihar 
Provincial Muslim League on 20) December 1939 


The report was divided into uhree parts as under 
Pan I 


Congrcss Principles and Policics in Practice 


1) Introduction 
Part II 
Some Typical Examples of Oppression 
n1) Disuict Patna 20 Cases 
m District Shahabad 02 Cases 
Iv Disunct Gaya 11 Cases 
v District Saran 07 Cascs 
vi District Champaran 03 Cascs 
vu Dismict Darbhanga 09 Cases 
vil Disuict Bhagalpur 07 Cases 
1X District Monghyr 07 Cases 
x Disaict Purnca 06 Cases 
x1 Distreit Santal Perganna 07 Cases 
Xu Distinct Hazaribag 03 Cases 
xi District Ranchi 03 Cases 
tha Disunict Palamau O1 Case 
xv Disunct Manbhum 01 Case 
XVI Dastnct Singhbhum O1 Case 
XV Appendix A (Village Sarthua District Pama) 
Part TT 


Some Gncvances in the Services 


xvin)} Language and Culture 
ont Services 


xx} Opinion of Mr Khurshid Hasnain Advocate High Court Patna 
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Fazlul Huq’s Statement, December 1939 


Faslul Huq’s statement cnutld Muslim Suffering, under Congress Rule 
Being the reprint og Statement issuediothe Press bythe Hon'ble Mr A K Fazlul 
Flug’ Premier of Bengal, and publhshcd undcr ie authonty of the Bengal 
Provincial Muslim Leaguc in December 1939 The statement printed in the form of 
abookletus Narrahonof facts as [have obtaincd them” The booklet comprising 
ae DAESS hsts gricvances and sufferings of the Musiims of the minority provinces 
under Congress governments cspccially in Bihar and UP 





Besides the above three Reports a serics of 32 articles appeared in 
Dawn, being pressrcports contemporancous with the occurence of events 
towhich they relate’ based on ‘personal investigation Made in 441x-weckhs' 
tour of U P and Bihar at the cnd of 1939” by Altaf Husain,’ laicr Dawn 5 
editor, published ina book form (264 pages) in 1946 beginning with “What 
Muslims suffered when Congress Ruled—The Tragic Story of 1937 39 
Re-told’ See S Shamsul Hasan (publisher), with a Foreword by Qazi Ilsa, 
Jt shall Never llappen Again Department of Publicity and Information, 
All India Muslim Leaguc, Daryagany, Delhi, March 1946,p 1 


'B 26 January 1900 edc Iirst Class M A [English from Dacca University Jomed Dacc 
University as Lecturer 1923, Director Public information Bengal 1938 resigned from 
ovemmient service 1945 and took over as edilor Dawn, Delhi and later Karachi 1945 65 
inister for Industnes and Natural Resources in Ayub Khan s Cabinet 1965 to Apni 1968 
(resigned duc to 1H health) and diced May 1968 M SM Shama, editor Dady Gazette 
descnbed him as the younger brother of Adolf Hivler s pubhenty agent Goebhels mn 
relation to Jinnah See Naresh Kumar Jain op cit pp 83 4 
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Emergency Powers on Declaration of War. Viceroy’s 
Broadcast, 4 September 1939! 


Simla, September 4 Official inumation has been received by the 
Viceroy that His Mayesty’s Government in the United Kingdom ts at war 
with Germany The Prime Minister has broadcast that as no answer was 
received from Germany by 11 o’clock ce S T ), Great Britain was at war 
with Germany An emergent mecung of the Viccroy’s Exccutive Council 
was held in the evening His Excclilency the Viceroy broadcast the 
following message to India 


You have all heard that carly on Friday moming the German armed forces 
invaded Pohsh tumtory The German Government presented no ulumatum 
They gave the Polish Govemmentno waming Thur war plancs arc reporicd to 
be bombing open towns and heavy casualucs have alrcady been inflicted among 
the civilian population 


lias clear beyond any qucstion from what has happcncd that Poland has had 
to face the samc threat that Cvechoslovakia had to face a year ago Confronted 
with the dumand that she should acccpt the dictation of a forcign power in 
relation to hcr own territory and her own subjects Poland has ciecicd to stand 
firm Atthis momcnt our oops are bravely defending the Fronticr ag umst the 
Tuthicss powcr th it secks lo overwhelm her 


His Majesty s Goverment tnd the Government of France have made it cle ar 
that they stand behind the former pledges ag unst aggression which they had 
pen to Poland Ttisan these circumstinces that we find ourselves tt war with 

seomany today The rssucs thatemerge arecicar Acceptance of the policy and 
the methods which Germany has adopted would make life in the world 
impossible Ttwould represent the tiumph of aggression and the supremacy of 
the rule of force Incircumstances such as these there could be no security in the 
world and nope ice Of mind for any of us The ruthicss onslaught of Germany on 
Pol ind without a dec taration of w aris inkeepmy with the rest of her conduc tin 
this my atter 


Whit faces us today 1s the safeguarding of principles vital to the future of 
humanity principles of mtcmauonal yustice ind intemauonil morahty The 
principle that civilised man must agree to setile disputes between nations by 
reason and not by force The principle that in the affairs of men the law of the 


gungie the will of the strongest inmcspective of nght and yustice cannot be 
lowed to prevail 


To fail to take up this challenge would be to destroy for mankind any hope of 
true progress and truc devclopment So long as this crucl and ruthicss thing 15 in 
the world there can be no freedom of the spint forhumanity Nowherc do these 
great principles mean more than in India cre 18 no country that valucs them 
more highly than India and nonce that has at all umes been more concemcd to 
safeguard them His Majesty s Goverment in cntcring thc war have donc so 
withnoscliishaims They have donc soto safeguard vital princuples affecuny all 
humanity, to cnsure the orderly progress of civilisation to sce that disputes arc 
sctticd between nations, not by the arbitramcnt of force but by equitable and 
peaccful means They have sparcd no cffort to avoid the cal imity that now 
threatens the world 


Ido not propose to speak to you at length ths cvening formore important than 
anything hat { can say to you must be the response of each one of you to this 
iremcndousissuc With me jam certain, you will fect that m the ster and tcstung 
days that he before us victory—the trrumph of the right—wall not be secured by 


‘Nicetoy's broadcast Cuil & Military Gazette, 5 September 1939 
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arms alone Weshall all of us havc to depend upon those inner and spiritual forces 
which in all the great emergencies of life are the true and unfailing source of 
sirength and fortitude In a cause such as this the wholcheartcd sympathy and the 
support of all in ths grcatcountry whetherim British Indiaor in the Indian States 

will Tam certain, be forthcoming without disunctuion of class, ofcrecd of race or 
of pohucal party Iam confident that on a day in which all thatis most precious and 
most significant in the civiltsation of the modem world stands m peril India will 
make her contribution on the side of human frecdom as against the rule of force, 
and will play a part worthy of her place among the great navions and histone 
civilisations of the world 


Ordinance 


A Garctte of India Extraordinary pubhshcs a proclamation by the Viccroy 
declaring thala grave emergency cxists whercby the security of India is threatened 
by war A sccond proclamauon is pubhshcd staung that the Viccroy bung 
sausficd thercof by information recaived Proclaims that war has broken out 
between His Majesty and Germany 


The Gasctte also publishes Ordinance V providing for Speciil measures to 
ensure the public safety and intercst and the defence of Briush Indi :and for the trial 
of certain offences The Defence of India Ordinance cmpowcrs the Ccnwal 
Govermmenttomake suchrulcs as appe ar to be necessary orcexpcdicat for sccunng 
the defence of Bnursh India the public safety the maintenance of public order or 
the efficicnt prosecution of war or for maimtaming supplics and services csscntral 
to the hfe of the community The rutcs issucd under the Ordinance provide for 


Ensuring the safcty and welfare of His M yesty s forces ships and urcrift and 
peeve the proscecuuon of ee Iikcly to ae the operations of His 

ajesty s forces or the forces of His M yesty’salhics Prohibiong anything hkcly 
to prejudice the training discipline or health of His Majesty s forces: Preventing 
iny altempt to tamper wath the loyalty of persons in or to dissuade persons from 
entering the service of His Majesty 


Prevcenung anything hkcly to assist the enemy or to prejudice the successful 
conduct of war including (a4) Communic tations with the cncmy or agents of the 
enemy (b) Acquisition possession and public aon of information likely to assist 
thecnemy (c) Contribution to participation im or assistance in the floating of 
loans raiscd by or on behalf of the enemy and (d) Advance of moncy lo contracts 
or commercial dealings with the cnemy, cnemy subjects or persons residing 
carrying on busincss or being in cncemy terntory 


False Reports 


Preventing the spread of false reports or the prosecution of any purpose Itkcly to 
cause disaffecuon or alarm,or to prejudice His Majesty 5 relations with foragn 
ieee orto promoic fcclings of enmity and hatred between different classes of 
dis Majesty $s subjects Requiring the publication of news and information, 
Regulating the conduct of persons in respect of arcas the control of which is 
considered necessary or expedicnt and the removal of persons from such arcas, 

cquinng any person or class of persons to comply with a scheme of defence 


Ensuring the safcty of ports dockyards lighthouses acrodromes raitways 
lclegraphs, post offices, signalling apparatus and all othcr means of 
communication sources of waicr supply works for the supply of watcr, pt or 
¢lectncity and any othcr place or thing the protccuon of which is necessary for the 
defence of Briush India, the apprehension and dctcnuon in custody of any person 
rcasonably suspected of bung of hostile origin or association or of having acted, 
acung or being about to act, in a manncr prcjudicial to the public safcty or interests 

or to the defence of British India, the prohibition of such a person from cnicning or 
“iding or maiming in any area and the compelling of sucha person to reside and 
ian many arca ortodo or abstain fromdoing anything The control of persons 
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Foreign Exchange Purchases and sales of sterlmg are not restricted bur 
‘forward’ facilities will be obtainable only for genume trade purposcs Purchasc 
of other foreign currencics by the public are subjcct to sinct control but such 
forcign exchange will be obtamable for genuine trade purposes for petty persona’ 
remittances and for travelling as indicated below 


All dealimgs in forcign currencies including sterling must be made through 
authorised dealers in forcign exchange The pubhc should continue to deal ditcct 
with their usual bankers Pcrsons resident m India wishing (1) to purchase or sc}! 
sterling should apply to their bankcrs in the usual way (2) toscll foreign currencics 
other than stcrlmg should apply to their bankers on the appropnate form as follows 
(a) for paying for imports usc form A 1 (b) for travelling abroad usc from A 2 (c\ 
for other genume trade purposes use form A 3 (d) for petty private remittances (up 
toahmit ofthe cquivalentof Rs 2000) use formA 4 — (c) forremittance of savings 
and other purposes not specificd above usc form A 5 


Notes 


(1) Apphcations in forms At A2 A 3 and A4 will normally be granted on 
complrance with the formalities indic atcd in the forms Apphcations in form A > 
willin allcases bercferred by the authonsed dealer tothe Reserve Bank of India tor 
sancuion Large transfers of a capital nature will not normally be permitted 


Transmission Abroad 


(2) Post offices will contmue to transact 4a limited business in moncy orders for 
transmission abroad on conditions ascertainable from such offices 


(3) when sterling 1s purchased with the objectofremitting the procecds falter mito 
some other currcncy the purchaser should obtain a ceruficate in for A 6 from in 
authorised dcaicr to surrender to the exchange control authontucs in the Uni 
Kingdom Thc supply of forcign exchange against sterling 1s: however cnurcls 3 
mattcr for the United Kingdom authontics ind the certificate in form A 6 docs not 
confer any nght to obtain forcign exchange in the United Kingdom 


Gold 


Purchases and salcs of gold in British India may conunue to be made Irec! 
coe and cxports of gold may only be made under licence obtaimeud by | 
authorised dealer in gold Persons desiring to import or cxport gold must sk Ww 
the nearest b inking office of the Reserve Bank of India (Bombay C dcutta De the 
or Madras) for registration as authorised dealers in gold They willbe supplicd « th 
a copy of the memor indum to authorised dealers in gold cuplaramne the procedure 


Licences for imports and cxports of gold from or to the United Kingdom wii be 
pranted frecly to authorised dealers in gold Licences for import or export of pald 


rom orto othernon hosulc countnics will be subject lo such conditions as mas he 
imposcd tn cach ¢ ase 
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Viceroy’s Address to Joint Session (Council of State and 
Legislative Assembly), 11 Scptember 1939! 


His Excellency the Viccroy having arnved in procession with the 
Presidents of the Council of State and the Legislanve Assembly took his 
scat on the dais at half past cleven of the clock 


His Excellency the Viceroy Gentlemen Fhave in the first place to read to you 
a gracious Massage to India from His Impenal Majesty the King Emperor which 
Thave yustreccived and whichI thinkcan mos! appropnatcly first be announced 
in the presence of the Central Legislature 


The Message was received by all standing 


In these days when the whole of civilizauon 1s threatcencd, the 
widespread attachment of India to the cause in which we have taken up 
arms has been a source of decp satisfacuion lo Mc [also valuc most highly 
the many and gcncrous offers of assistance made toMce by the Princes and 
people of India Tam confident that in the struggle upon which J and my 
peoples have now cnicred we can count on sympathy and support from 
cvery quarter of the Indian Continent in the face of the common danger 
Britains fighting for no scl fish ends but for the maintenance of 1 principle 
vital to the future of mankind—the principle that the relations between 
cwiliscd States must be regulated not by force, but by reason and law so 
that men may hive free from the terror of War to pursuc the ha Pas and 
the wellbeing which should be the destiny of mankind GEOR »9ERT 


We are all of us by now only too familiar with the circumstances im which 
Germany has attacked her ncighbour Stat. Wehavescen Cvcninthe weck thathas 
Clapsed since the outbreak of the war the spiritin which that war is ikcly to be 
waged by Germany s Rulcrs Wc have sccn the muthicss onslaught upon Poland 
withoutadcclaration of war the sinking without warning ofthc hiner Athcnia’ and 
the loss of hfe thathas followed the complete and cynical disregard by the Rulers 
ofthe German people of those principles the establishment and the maintenance of 
which has becn the gencral a of civiliscd mankind in past years Itas clear 
beyond any qucsuon rin the present circumstanccs that hatcful as the idea of war 
may be to us, we and the nations associated with us are Icft with no alttmative 
There 1s no means of replymg to the unprovoked and wanton onslaught that has 
becn made on a peace ul country but by resorting ourselves to force But in 
resorting to force, we can at ]east do so with confidence as to the punty of our 
mouves and as to the unselfishness of the considcrauons which have icd us toe our 
decision 


Inccd not today cnlarge on the importance of the issucs You arc all of you 
familiar with them ButI would agam emphasize the impossibility which confronts 
us in face of repcatcd breaches of faith breaches of honourable understandings 
Over the past year and morc_of trusting the word of the Rulers of the German 
pcoplc—a point which the Pome Minister forcibly brought out in his recent 
addrcss to Germany Nothing could be morc damning than the plain recital of the 
facts We have been assured time and again that Germany had no further territorial 
ambition m Europe and that assurance has been repudiated on evcry occasion on 
which ithas suited the Rulurs of Germany torepudiateit We have been assured that 
Germany would respect the Treaty of amo that she had no designs on the 


‘Legislative Assembly Dabates (Official Report) Vol V_ 1939 Government of India Press 
New Delhi 1940 pp 431 34 The text of the address also appeared in Star of India, 11 
September 1939 ahd Statesman 12 September 1939 
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former Czechoslovakia, that she was conccrned only to restore to Germany the 
Sudeten fnnges of Csechoslovakia and had no designs on the truc C7echoslovak 
centre of that country, that she did not aim at the incorporation mm her territories of 
the citizens of any non German nation or race that she did not contemplate the 
annexation of Austria. that she had no designs on Poland for many years in the 
difficult post war penod a trusting fricnd bound to her by treatics of allance That 
long list docs not cxhaust the tale of German pledges publicly given im the most 
binding and the most sacred fashion No single one of those pledges has been 
honoured Each onc of them has been broken with entire disregard for those 
standards of truth and international meray, on the basis of which alone the world 
can hold together, or hope to progress And thasc breaches of faith have been not 
mercly a breach of faith They have represcenicd a denial of justice a refusal to 
recognize any guiding principle save that of force a complcte and cynical 
disregard for the pnnciples that regulate the intercourse of nauon with nation an 
anxicty toturn tothe fullest advantage the absence of preparedness of those nations 
who had believed inthe sancuty and in the sacredness of the undertakings givenon 
behalf of a great nation by the Rulers of that nation 


Now thatthe decision is taken now thatitis clear th atno course other than armed 
resistance willcnable us andthccountnces allied with us to preserve the pnncipics 
forwhich we fight [would make only onc appcal today My appe al is onc forumity 
tn the Message which I have yust read His impcenal majesty hs told us of the dccp 
sauisfaction Causcd to him by m hisown words — the widespread attachment of 
India to the cause in which we have takcnuparm Our task mustbe to vindicate the 
principles at stake, to work together im the Closest unity for the furthcenng of our 
common object Nothing could be more signific ant than the unanimity of approach 
of all in India—the Pnnces the leaders of the great pohucal parics the ordinary 
man and woman or than the contnbutions whether in offers of personal service 
of men of moncy thathave already reached me from the Princes and the people of 
India There could be no morc striking evidence of the dearth of the appeal of the 
issucs now bceforcus Famconfidcentthathowcvcr difficult may be the days that hie 
ahcad of us (ind the teaching of history shows us clearly the folly of assummg in 
@ Sirugele of the magnitude of the present that victory wall be Casy or that the 
course of the campaign whaleveritmay be will be unchegucrcd) India will speak 
indactasone and that her contribution will be worthy of her ancient name 


Genth men incrcumstances such as those in which we are mct togcther today 
you will notcxpect me to dc al with the maticrs of more ordinary interest which in 
the normal course would have figurcd im my address to the Central Legislature Tam 
curtain th td shall be vorcing the wishes of all of you if L confine my remarks today 
to the war and to the issucs that direc tly Concem or anse outof war But I feel that 
itis only proper that] shouldcxpress my own confidence that whatever may be the 
tasks that as the campiign develops may fall to the lot of our Defence Forces 
whether by sca by land orin the air the response will be once worthy of those 
glonous tradiuons the fame and renown of w hich are worldwide They are already 
as youknow represcnicdoverscas and our fighting forces can clarm to be assisting 
at the very outset of the war in holding posts of vast and critical importance 


To the civil population of the country and to the civil services whether at the 
contre orin the provinces T would say that past cxpericenee has shown the spiritin 
which we may anticipate their answer to the new call which is boing made upon 
them and to the new tasks which they have to undertake These are anxious and 
difficult times im which heavy burdens personal as well as gencral must 
necessanly woh upon allofus who ver and wherever we may be bam ccrtam that 
those burdens will be sustamed in a manner worthy of our past 


Before Pconclude my remarks to you today there are two maticrs both of them 
arnsing out of the present situation on which] would say a word The first 1s the 
acceptance by His Majesty s Government and the Goverment of India of the 
conclusions of Lord Chatfield s Commuttee as cxpressed im the reccntly published 
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Despaich That decision marks anepoch im the history of Indian dcfence The grave 
probicms which confronicd us in the matter of dcfence consequent on changes in 
the intemmational situation and the developmen! of modem armaments are now in 
a fair way to solution They have bccn the constant concem of my advisers, and 
yarucularly of His Excclicncy the Commandcr in Chief for many months past 
The result of the dehberations which have taken place 1s on a broad vicw 
sausfactory m the highestdegree In particular I am glad to think not only that the 
improvements so cssenual at the present stage of the world s history should be so 
far advanced, butthat thanks to thc most gencrous measure of help w hich has been 
extended to us the necessity of laying hcavy additional burdens on the Indian 
taxpaycr has been avoided «© profound significance of the decisions that have 
been taken hes in the fact that India—so largcly an agriculture coun which 
could never save at the cost of acomplete disregard of other calls have hoped to 
make available the vast sums of moncy necessary for re cquupment and 
modemnzation —has, thanks to the gift which shc has recerved form His Majcsty s 
Government, been palced mn the same position in rclauion to the modemizahion of 
her army as the great industrial nations of the world 


1 will add only once word more im regard to our federal preparations Those 
prcporevens as you arc aware arc well advanced and great labour has been 
avished on them in the lastthree years Federation remains as before the obyectuve 
of His Majesty s Government but you will understand Gentlemen without any 
claborate Cxposition on my part the compulsion of the present mtermational 
situation and the fact that, given the necessity for concentrating on the emergency 
thatconfronts us we have no choice but to hold im suspense the work inconncction 
with preparations for federation while retaining federation 4s our objective 


Had we met in more normal umces there would have been many other matiers 
lo menuen to you today —the position of Indians overseas the vanous 
developments of interests and importance which are under consideration in civil 
admimstrahon the working of provincial autonomy and of the reformed 
constitution But as I have arcady sugecsicd | fecl certain that at a time when 
the struggle which 1s raging clsewhere 1s uppermost in our thoughts this is a 
moment in which that emcrgcncy and matters directly associtted with that 
emergency must be of predominant and in a scnse of almost cxclusive 
importance QOur trust must be that under Providence the forces of nght and of 
Justice will rumph and that we may be able to take up again those interrupted 
aciivitics on which we have been cngaged for the furtherance of the constructive 
work of peace and of the progress and the prosperity of India (Applausc) 
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This statement I think clearly establishes the nature of the cause for which we 


are hehang. and justifies if yusufication is necded the extension by India of her 
moral support and hcr goodwill to the prosccution of that cause 


India’s Future 


Let mc turn now to the second question which has been pul to mc—the question 
of India s future and of the lines of her consutuuional development atis a 
guesiuon,] amcertain inthe hght ofmy conversations which is of the grcatestand 
most acute interest to all parties and all secuons of opimon in this country As 
matters stand today the constituuonal posiuon of India and the policy of His 
Majesty s Govemmcuntare govemmcd by the provisions of the Governmentof India 
Act 1935 Par iii of that Act which provides for the conferment of Provincial 
Autonomy on the provinces of Bnnsh India has been impicmented For nearly 
two and a half ycars now the provinces have been conducting thuirown affairs 
under the scheme of the Act Tat they have done so on the whole with great 
success cvcn if now and then difficultics have anscen no one can question 
Whatever the politcal party in power im those provinces all can look with 
salisfacuon on 2 distinguished record of public achievement dunng the last two 
and a half ycars Thecxperiencce thatthey h ave had has show beyond iny qucsuion 
that whatevcr minor problems the apphcation of the scheme of the Act may have 

resenicd whaticver difficultics may have confrontcd us in the operation of the Act 
rom ume to ume in the Provincial sphere the scheme of the Act is cssentially 
sound and thatit ansfers grcal power and gives grcal opportuniuics to peopel aly 
elected Governments dcependenton the supportof a majority in their Legislatures 


At the Centre 


The second stage contuemplatcd by the Act was the reconsutution of the Central 
Government on such a basis as to achicve the csscntial goal of Indian unity The 
mcthod contemplatcd for that purpose was the achievement of a Fedcrahion of all 
India in Which the represcntauves of Ul pohtucal partics in Brush India would 


together with the Rulers of the Indian States form aunthcd Goverment of India 
as a whole 


Tam only too conscious of the severity of the criticisms that have been advanced 
from many different points of vicw against the Federal scheme and against the 
arrangements cmbodicd in Part Hof the Act 


] will say today no morc than that having myself had so close a famihianty not 
only with the framing of the provisions bul with the preliminary work which has 
been done with a view Lo puting them into force Thave throughout bclicved that 
the Federal scheme in its opcration would have tumcd out as satisfactonly as 
broadly speaking we can all of us regard the scheme of Provincial Autonomy as 
having turned out I w2ll not dilate on that subjcct today for our work in connection 
wath the Federal scheme has been suspended 


But in reaffirming, as I do, my belicf in the essential soundness of the Federal 
aspects of the Actof 1935 Idoso withthe grvateremphasis buwause of the evidence 
which the Federal provisions of the Act constitute of the anxicty of His Majesty s 
Government to achieve with the mmimum of delay and on the basis which 
appears to represcnt the greatest amount of agreement between the various 
partics and interests affected the unity of India, and to advance beyond a further 
and a most umportant milestone on the road to India 5 goal 


Dominion Status 


Such being the background against which we are working what are the 
intentions and aims of His Majesty's Govemment inrelation to India? | cannot do 
better in reply w that question than to rcfer to the statement made on behalf of His 
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Mayesty’s Governmcnt and with ther full authonty by the late Secrutary of State 
for India in the House of Commons on February 06 938 That statement makes the 

sition cicar beyond a shadow of doubt It refers to the pledge grven im the 

camble of the Actof 1919 andit makes itc)car that 1t was no part of the plan of 
His Mayjcsty’s Government to repeal that pledge It confirms cqualty the 
erp eean placed in 1929 by Lord Irwin as Viccroy again on the authority of 
the Government of the day on that Preamble that the natural issuc of India s 
progress as there contemplaicdis the attainment of domimion status ! 


Inecd not dilate on the words of that statement They arecicarand posiuve They 
arc cnshrincd in the parliamentary record They stand as adcfinite and categorical 
exposition of the policy of His Majesty s Government of the day and of their 
intenuoNns today to ths end the future consutunonal development and position of 
India IT would add only that the Instrument of Instructions issucd to me as 
Governor Gcnera] by His Majesty the King Empcrorin May 1937 lays upon me as 
Govemor Gencral a direction so to cxerorse the trust which His Majesty has 
reposcd in me thatthe partnership between India and the United Kingdom within 
our Empire may be furthered to the end that India may attaim its duc placc among 
our Domimons ' 


Common Effort 


That 1s the policy and that is the postuon Those are the intenuons of His 
Majesty s Govemment 


Letme goonto say another word about the Act of 1935 That Act was bascd on 
the greatest measure of Common ayrcement which nt was possible to obtain at the 
tune whenit was framcd twas based asis well Knownto allofus onthe common 
tibours of British and Indian statesmen ind of rcpresentauves of Brush India as 
well as of the Indian States over aJong period of ycars All partics were atone stage 
orother closely associated with those dDiibceations And [can speak from personal 
cexpencnece when I bear tribute to the extreme anxicty of all those of us on whom 
in the Jomt Sclect Commuitice there fell the more parucular responsibility for 
devising proposals for the considcrauon of Parliament to cnsure that the fullest 
account had been taken of all interests of the views of all pohtcal parucs, and that 
nothing had becn Icft undonc to ensure that the outcome of our labours reflected the 
grcatest mcasure of agrecmc«nt prachcable in the condiuons that confronted us 


Partnership within the Fmpire 


Be that as it may, His Majesty s Government recognize that when the ume 
comes to resume considcration ofthe pian for the future Fedcra! Government of 
India and of the plan destined to give cffcect to the assuranccs given in Parliament 
by the late Secretary of State to which J have gust referred it will be necessary to 
teconsider in the light of the then circumstances to what extent the details of the 
Gy embodied in the Act of 1935 remain appropnate And Iam authon sed now by 
1s M ycsty’s Governmentto say that at the cnd of the war they will be very willing 
tocntcrintoconsultation with representatives of the scvcral communitics, parucs 
andinterests inIndia and withthe Indian Princes with a vicw to securing their aid 
and co operation m the framing of such modifications as may secm desirable 


Thavel trust in what} have yustsasd made clear that the intenuon and the anxicty 
of His majesty’s Government 1s as stated in the [Instrument of Instructions to the 
Governor-General to further the partnership betwecn India and the United 
Kingdom within the Empire to the end that India ray attain her duc place among 
the great Dominions The scheme of Government embodied in the Actof 1935 was 
designed as an essential stage in that process But I have made clear in whatI have 


‘See appendix V_ which gives text of Lord Inwin s statement 31 Ocotber 1929 
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just said that His Mayjesty’s Government will, at the end of the war be prepared to 
regard the schume of the Act as opcn to modification im the Lght of Indian views 
and I would make 1 clear, too that it will] be their objcct as at all times in the past 
ithas been to spare no pains to further agreement by any means in their powcr in 
the hope of contnbuting to ordered and harmonious progrcss of India towards her 
goal 


Wider Demands 


Let me m thatconncction add thatin the conversation | have had representatives 
of the minonucs have urged most strongly on mc the necessity of a clear assurance 
that full worght would be given to their views and to thar interests in any 
modifications that may be contemplated Onthat! need say nomore thanthat over 
morc than a decade at the three Round Table Conferences and at the Joint Select 
Committee, His Majesty s Goverment consulted with and had the assistance of 
the advice of representatives of all parucs and il] interest m this country It 1s 
unthinkable that we should now procccd to plan afresh orto modify in any respect 
any important partof India’s future constituuon without again taking counscl with 
those who have in the recent past becn so closcly associated in alike task with His 
Majesty 5 Government and with Parl: iment 


Thatsomceven more extensive scheme than have menuoned somceceven morc 
widely phrased indication of the intentions of His Majesty s Government 15 
desired in certain qu irters in this country Lam fully aware from the conversations 
Ihave had dunng these last few weeks altthatis adesirc held with sinccrity and 
thatitasmthe manner in qucsuion thatthe Future progress and devciopmentof India 
and the expressed intentions of His Majesty s Government can best be fulfilled | 
fully and readily accept 


Word of Caution 


1 would utter one word only of caution Andif f say that the situation musi be 
faccdintomms of world polines and of polhuc alrcaliucs in thiscountry 1doso from 
no lack of sympathy and no lack of appreciation of the mMouvcs that weigh with the 
people of India and the idcals that appeal to them But) would urge that itis 
essential in maticrs of this nature affecting the future of tens of mulhons of ple, 
affecting the relauons of the great cCommunitics affecting the Pnnces of India 
affecung the immense commercial and industrial enterprises whether India or 
Furopcaninthis country thatthe largest me isurc of agreement practicable should 
be achieved With the best will in the world progress must be condiuoned by 
practical considerations [fam convinced myself if | may say so with the utmost 
emphasis that having regard to the Cxicnt of agreuement which on fact oxists in the 
constitutional ficid and on this most difficult and mportant queston of the nature 
of the arrangemcnis to be mide for expediting and [acilstaung the attainment by 
India ches tall status therc is nothing to be gaindcd by phrases which widcly and 
géencrally express, conlemplale 4 static of things which is unhkcly to stand at the 
present poml of gaat devclopmcntithe testof pracuical application or to result 
m that unified cffort by all partacs and all communities in Indiaon the basis of which 
alone Indta can hope to go forward as onc and to occupy the place to which her 
history and herdesumnics entitle her I would ask that these words of caution be not 
taken as indicating ay lack of sympathy on the partof His Majesty s Government 
for the aspirations of India or any indifference to the pace of her advance And! 
would repeat that His Majesty s Government arc but concermncd to use thor best 
endcavours now as in the past, to bring about that measurc of agreement and 
understanding between all parties and all interests in this country which 1s so 
essential a condition of progress towards India s goal 
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India and War 


7 turn now to the arrangements to be made lo secure the association of public 
opimon in India with the conduct of the war India s contnibunon has already been 
rca he to a degree which has imprcsscd the rmagination of the world At the 
cad of the st I would put the contnbution which India has made 1n sprntual not 
im materia] terms the support of her peoples for a cause which they can regard as 
a good and a nghtcous cause in the matenat field equally her contribution 16 
alrcady most stgmificant and may be greater stl And in the circumstances the 
desire the anxicty of the public opinion in India to be associated with the conduct 
ofthe war 1s naturally one with which I personally have throughout felt the greatest 
sympanhy In the circumstances I have described the desirability of Heps to ensure 
that leaders of public opimion should be mm the closest touch with developments 18 
of the first importance 


Thave discussed with the utmost frankness with the Ieadcrs of the vanous parucs 
who have been good cnough to come to sce me in connechon with the 
consiituhonal position by what machinery we could best give cffcet to unis desire 
Wc havecxamincd avancty of experiments and therc has nnohcsitavion on the 
part of any of us in assessing the advantages and the disadvantages prescnicd by 
verch Of them [I do not propose today 10 Lxamine those vanous alttmatves in 
parucular detail I will only say that in the hipht of my conversations and of the 
views (by no means always in accord), of the representatives of the great parucs and 
of the Princes ] am of opimon that the mght soluon would be the cstablishment of 
aconsullative group represcniatve of all major political parucs in British India 
and of the Indian Princes over which the Govemor General would himsclif 
preside which would be summoncd at his invitauon and which would have as its 
object the association of public oprmon in India with the conduct of the war and 
with questions relating lo war achivilics 


Representative Body 


This group for practical reasons would incvitably be mated im size But His 
Majesty's Government conicmplate that should be fully representanve and in 
particular thatits personncl should be drawn by the Governor Gencral from pancls 
prepared by the various major ee parucs from which a selection of 
Individuals lo attend mectings of the group would be made by the Govemor 
Guncral 


Thope in the very ncar future to cntcr into consultation with political Jceadcrs and 
withthe Princes on this quesuon Th rve no doubt whatcvcr that an arrangcmcnt of 
this nature will most materially contribute to associating the Indian States and 
Briush India with the steps which arc being taken for the proscc union of the war and 
with the arrangemcnts that are buing made in that connection and] am confident 
too thal in an association of this nature of representatives of all partics and all 
mterests there ies the germ of that fuller and broader associanion of all poimts of 
vicw im this country which contain im 11 the secds of such advantage for tne future 
of India as a whole 


An Appeal 


When I spoke to the Central Legistaturc a month ago, [made an appeal for unity 
I would rcpcat that appeal today [tis my camest hope that the explanations [have 
given will have contributcd materially to the removal of misunderstandings Even 
if on Ccriain poimts I have not to my knowledge, bcen able to give assurances so 
comprehensive as those which would I know have been welcomed in certain 
pohtical quarters in India, would urge insistently that this is nota moment at which 
to risk the splitting of the unity of India on the rock of particular phrases and I 
would press that we should continuc to aum at the unity of India evcenif differences 
of preater or less sigmificance contunue lo exist We hive in difficult and anxious 
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days Grcat ideals are in issue Dangers real and imminent face our civilization 
Those dangers are as umminent in the casc of India as of any other mcmber of the 
British Commonwealth of Nations Those idcais are as precious to India as to any 
country in the Empire or m the world At this grave moment in the destimes of 
nations, my prayer to all partics would be not to dissociate themselves from the 
common efforn, but to lend their co-operation and their assistance im the 
rosccution of the war There could be no more decisive proof of India s fidelity to 
cr best traditions than the full use of the opportunities afforded to her by the war 
for concerted endcavour The ideals we have set before us, the objects to secure 
which we are engaged in the present struggle are such as to command widespread 
sympathy and widespread support m India They are in harmony with hcr past 
pany and hcr highest traditions Itismy hope that in the grave yuncturc which we 
n 


face, India will go forward as a unitcd country in support of a common cause -— 
API 


APPFNDIX XV S67 


Viceroy’s Statement—His Talks with Indian Leaders on 
War, 5 November 1939! 


New Delhi, Nov 5 Thediscussions which have been taking place between the 
representatives of the Congress and the Muslm League have not ended in 
agreement,’ says His Exccliency the Viceroy in a statement issued tonight 
together with the correspondence between him Mr Gandhi Dr Rajcndra Prasad 
and Mr M A Jinnah rd Linlithgow procecds 


Noone can regret morc than I do that this should be the case, and I think tits only 
proper as the issucs involved are So importanl, to rccall the history of the last few 
wecks 


War was declared on September 3 Ina broadcast that night I appealed to all 
parties and all sections m India to co operate in its prosecution On the following 
day Isaw Mr Gandhiin Simla and J discussed the whole posinon freely with hm 
I similarly took immcdiate steps to sec Mr Jinnah as represcniing the Muslim 
League Nor did I fail to sce the Chancellor of the Chamber of Pnnces 


‘“Thercaftcr the general question came for cons:dcration before the Congress 
Working Commitice and the Workmg Commntice of the Mushm League The 
Working Commitice of the Congress mcton Scptuember 15 They condemned Navi 
é4gegrcssion indecisive terms Butthcy postponcd a final decision so as to allow for 
the full elucidation of the issucs at stake the rcal obyccuves aimcd at, and the 
position of Indta m the present and m the future and they mvited the Briush 
Government to declare in uncquivocal terms what werc their war aims and how 
those aims would apply to India and be given cffect to in the present Mr Gandhi, 
«xpressing his full agreement with the Working Commitice s statement, remarked 
that he had been sorry to find himsclf alone in secking that whatcvcr support was 
to be given to the British should be given unconditionally 


Muslim Request 


The Working Committee of the Muslim League on September 18 similarly 
asked If full effective and honourable co operation of the Mushims is desired,’ 
that ascnscofsecurity andsatisfacuion should becrcatced amongst Muslims, and 
rcferred in parucular to the position of the Musimms in Congress Provinces and to 
thenecessity for consulting the Muslims fully regarding any change m thee xisting 
consutuuion and securnng ther consent and approval 


‘I now again gotin touch with Mr Gandhi Mr Jinnah and the Chancellor of the 
Chamber of Princes I decided that given the great divergence of views which 
clearly existed between the two major pohtical partics in British India, J must 
satisfy mysclf as to the trend of fecling in the country In pursuance of that object 
I intervicwed over 50 people, represcnung all parucs communities and intcrests 
While those conversations were proceeding the AllIndia Congrcss Commitiec,on 
October 10 passed aresolution repcaung the demand of the Working Committec 
for a statement by His Mayesty’s Governmcnt of their war aims and peace aims 
They demandcd also that Indta should be declared an independent nation and that 
present application of this status should be given to the largest possible extent 


‘I pypored my conversations in detail to His Majesty’s Government, who at a 
tume of overwhelming pressure have been devoting the closest attention to the 
problems of India It was in the light of profound consideration and long 
discussion that on October 18, I madc a declaration on behalf of His Majesty's 
Government That declaration emphasized first that Dommuion Status remained the 
goal forIndia second, that His Majesty’s Governmcnt were preparcd toreconsider 


'Viceroy s statement Star of India 6 November 1939 
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the scheme of the present Act at the end of the war mn consultation with leaders of 
opinion in India third that His Majcsty’s Govemmcent attached importance to 
associating public opimon im India with the prosccunion of the war, and that for that 
purpose they contemplated the formation of a consultative group, the details of 
which were to be settled aftcr | had further consulted with party icadcrs 


“The announcemcnts m my statement are of greatimportance Theirimportance 
has been belittled but they represent pomts of real substance The debates in 
Parhamcent which followed the publication of my statement brought out another 
important point—the readiness of His Majesty’s Government if certain 
conditions were secured to associate Indian opimon in a still closer and morc 
responsible manner with the conduct of the war by a temporary cxpansion of the 
Governor General's Exccutive Council 


Call to Ministries 


‘But the reception in Bnush India both of my declaration and of the subsequent 
dcebatesin Parliamcuntwas as far as the Congress was concerned, definitely hosule 
The Congress Working Committee on October 22, passed arcsolution to the cffect 
that my declaration was cnurcly unsatisfactory and called upon the Congress 
Muinistrics m the provinces toresign The Muslim League on the same day askcd 
that certain doubtcs should be removed and complete clanfication of the 
declarations securcd subject to which they cmpowcred their President af fully 
sausficd ‘to give an assurance of coopcrahon and support on bchalf of the 
Mushms of India to the Bntish governmcnt for the purposc of the prosecution of 
the war 


Inextinviicd Mr Gandhi Dr Rajcndra Prasad and Mr Jinnah to come to sce 
me on Novembcr 1, and I discussed the whole pos on with them frankly I had 
aircady in my previous conversauons discussed with them as with almost all my 
visitors, from various aspects the possibility of an expansion of the Govcmor 
General s Council | now told them that tf in regard to association at the Centre 
we had been unable to go further than the COAT uIee group it was because of the 
lack of prior agreement between the major Communites such as would contnbute 
to harmonious working in the Centre I added that the manifestoes issued on 
October 22, by the Congress Working Commuttce and the Mushm League had 


shown only too clearly the gulf that cxisted between the attitude of these two great 
Partics 


I bugged my visitors in these circumstances to meet and to have discussions 
among themsclves on the provincial position with 4 view thereafter to putung 
forward m agrcement proposals which could be considered for some expansion 
ofthe Governor General sCouncil atthe Centre [told them thatl saw nonccessily 
for every detail of the differences between them im the provinces to be resolved 

What was necded was a sufficicnt resolunon of those differences to make the 
devising of a scheme for harmonious co operation at the Cuntre pracucable | 
begged them in the most carmest manner to sparc no endeavour to reach an 
agreement and] emphasized that this was csscentially aquestion affecting Indians 
on which agreement buiwecn Indians themselves was what] was anxious to secure 

Ircpe ited the profound anxicty notonly of myself butof His Majesty s government 
to Lave nothing undone which would contribute to achieve that agreement 


The discussions which I suggested have taken place But the result to me has 
ben a profound disappomtment There remains today entire disagreement 
between the representatives of the major parues on fundamental issues All I will 
say now 1s that [am not prepared to acccpt this failure I propose in due course to 
try aoa in Consultation with the leaders of these great parties and the Pnnces to 
sce ul even now there may sull be the possibility of securing unily 


r During all the ume I have been in India there 1s nothing I have been more 
nwious to secure than unity And unity matters far more to India than 1s perhaps 
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always realised Unity, too, means that Indians whatever their community or 
whatever ther party allegiance and whether they dwell m British India or in the 
Indian states must work together in a common scheme 


Iwill Try Agam 


‘Itis worth a great deal to try to bring that about J may have been unsuccessful 
so far but I willtry again And when Ltry again | would ask India to remember my 
difficulues and give me credit for an carnest goodwill and an carnesi desire to 
aSsISt 


‘We arc dealing with a problem that has defeated the united endeavours of the 
greatest organisations in thiscountry There arc grave differences of vicw which 
havc to bc taken into account, which should be bndged There arc strong and deeply 
rootcd intercsts which are cnutUled to the fullest consideration and whose attitude 
1s not a thing lightly to be brushed aside There arc minoritics which are great in 
numbcr as wcll as great mhistonc importance andinculture Those are all factors 
to which full weight has to be given 


‘But complex as the pee arc I rcfuse to regard them as insoluble and I 
prefer to behceve that hike other human problems thcy will yicld to patient 
discussion in 4 spirit of goodwill In this bclicf 1 am cncouraged by the fnendt 

fechmg which has pervaded my discussions with the leaders of parucs | would as 

the country, and fooule ask the Icaders of the great political partics and thu 
consutucnis, who I know have faith in those Icadcrs and arc ably Icd by them to 
give me the help which] so much nccd if there 15 to be any hopc of overc oming our 
difficulucs and reaching the result which] am sure that we allofus desire "—API 
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Day of Deliverance—Liaquat’s Statement, 10 December 1939! 


Mr MA Jinnah President of the All India Mushm League, im asking the 
Musalmans to observe Friday, thc 22nd of December 1939, as the Day of 
Deliverance from the oppression and tyranny of Congress pepe in the provinccs 
where the Musalmans are in a minonty has truly voiced the feelings and opinions 
of the mithons and millions of Musalmans who have undergone grcat trials in the 
last two and a half years 


During ts period they have been vicums of double oppression British 
Imperialism and Congress communahsm Ones as wicked as the other Thercis 
nothing to choose butween Bnush or any other kind of lmpenahsm and Congress 
communalism Both arc bascd on the exploitation and domination of the weak by 
the strong and while onc depends on its brute force of bayonets the other depends 
on the brute force of 18 majority and when the two cvil forces combine togcther 
under gcenticmen’s agrcement’ life becomes mtolcrable Surely the Musalmans 
arc cntiticd to express their sense of rclicf and 12% at the termination of such 4 
regime and offer praycrs to God to grant Mushm India enough strength diserplinc 
and organisation to successfully resist the advent of arcgime, which would not do 
even justice to all Communiucs and interests, and desire for a truly representative 
and popular Governmcnt—a Government which will be im the real sense a 
Goverment of the people by the people and for the people and not a Government 
of the Congress by the Congress and for the Hindus 


There is nothing in the proposed resolution text of which has alrcady been 
published inthe papers with Mr Jinnah sstatument which the Muslim Leaguc has 
not repeatedly stated from its platform There are innumerable instances of 
unprovoked and unjust aggression on the Muslim minority by the mayority 
community im the Provinces where the Congress Ministries were till recently in 
office and surely to express sense of relicf at the termination of a regime which 
m aide such things possible is notacrime Whocandcny that during the lasttwo and 


"Statement of Nawabsada Liaguat AliKhan Honorary Sccretary All India Muslim Leaguc 
Park Mansions Detht Gate Delhi nd 


“Day of Dehverance’'—Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan’s Appeal for— Obscr 
vance with Digmty—Nothing in Resolution which has not been rcpeatcdly stated 


New Delhi, Dec 10 J trust that the Musalmans in observing the Day of 
Dehvcrance will Javoy follow the injunction of our Leader and will not do 
anything in any form which ts likely to hurt the feelings and sentiments of any other 


community says NawabzadaLiaquat Ali Khan Sccretary All India Muslim League 
in slatcment lo the Press 


The Day of Deliverance 1s not pene observed to gioat over the exit of the Congress 
Tegime but to of fer thanks to god for relieving the country from an oppressive regime 
and to alter prayers for the establhshment of aTule wmch will do even jusuce to all and 
sundry and will equally command the confidence and goodwill of every communtty 


Ihe occasion demands that the atest humility shall be observed and the meetings 
shal! be conducted with dignity snd poise f zi 


‘ Nhe N awabzada says there 1s nothing in the proposed resolunon (the text of which 
a already been pubfished in these columns with Mr Jinnah statement) which the 

ushm Icague has not peacely slated from its platform It, he declares the 
congtcss instead of indulging in tdll talk of Constituent Assembly and so on and 
insicad of looking for acceptance and support of its claims across the seas, strove 


near rhome tt would tremendously incrcase the chances of India becoming 4 free and 
inde pendent country 


Mr Jinnah hac faathfully expressed the feelings of the Musalmans when hein his 
Rural Sita ge a A ene aay Tenaya lng orp 
¢ Hindu Muslim : 

become tree —(API) Star of india 11 December lose eroate er 
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ahalf years, on account of the policy followed by the Congress, such bittumess has 
becn created between the two mayor communiucs thal cven the worst cncemies of 
India could not have succeeded in crc ang in two and a half centuncs and the exit 
of the Congress Ministrics from office 1s a blessing for the whole country Thank 
God the Musalmans today arc at last awakc and are able to stand on their own legs 
They shall not cither be stampcded or befooled by anyone They arc detcrmincd io 
fight tothe last ditch for their yustnghts and preservation of thuiridentity and their 
cultural economic, social and political nghts 


It 1s an admitted fact that there can never be real freedom and peacc in this 
country unless and until] the nincty million of Musalmans and othcr minorities arc 
made to feel secure to their satisfaction The Muslim League 14 accused by our 
opponents of being an obstacle m the way of India’s freedom IJtis a travesty of 
truth 111s not the Muslim League which is an impediment but it 1s the Congress 
which is 4 rcal obstacic in the way of India becoming an indcpendentcountry as 
urefuses to face the realiucs of the srtuatign and 1s sull striving to have a rule of 
majority To this type of rule where the ninety millions of people still exist only on 
the mercy of those who arc numerically stronger the Musalmans will never submit 
Ifthe Congress instead of indulging m tall talk of Constituent Asscmbly and soon 
and mstcad of looking for acceptance and support of its claims across the seas 
strove nearcr home tt would tremendously incrcasc the chances of India becoming 
a free and independent country 


Mr Jinnah has faithfully expressed the feclings of the Musalmans when he m 
his recent statement, says that the Muslim League 1s always rcady and willing for 
an honourabic scttiemcnt of the Hmdu Muslim question without which India can 
never become free Ttrust thatthe Musalmans in observing the Day of Deliverance 
wil] faithfully follow the mjucnuon of our Quaid 1 Azam (Leadcr) and will noi do 
anything in any form whichss likely to hurt the fechings and sentiments of any other 
community The day 15 not bung observed to gloat over the exit of the Congress 
regime but to offer thanks to God for relicving the country from an oppressive 
regime and tooffcr prayers for the establishment of arule which willdocven jusuce 
to all and sundry and will cqually command the confidence and goodwill of cvcry 
community The occasion demands the greatcsthumilty shall bc observed and the 
mcctings shall be conducted witn dignily and poise 


S Shamsul Hasan 
Assistant Secrctary AH India Muslim League 
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Mushm League Resolutions, Annual Sessions, 1936-40! 
1 


Bombay, 24th Annual Session, 11-12 April 1936, Syed Wazir 
Hasan presided? 


Resolutton No 1 


Resolved that this meeting of the All India Muslim League offers ts respectful 
condolence to His Majesty King Edward VIII and Her Majesty Queen Mary on 
the sad demise of His late Majesty King George V hair) 


Resoluuon No 2 


Resolvcd that this mecting of the All India Muslim Leaguc offers its loyal 
congratulation to His Majesty King Edward VIII on his accession to the throne 
and assurcs him of the loyalty of the Musalmans of India (Chair) 


Resoluuon No 3 


Resolved that this meeting of the Al India Muslim League places on record sts 
deep sense of sorrow and gncfatthe sad and sudden demiscof K B Hafiz Sycd 
Hcdayat Hosain CTE, Scerctary of the League andconsidcrs ita great national 
loss « League conveys its heart felt condolence to the widow of the late Hafie 
Sahcb and other members of his bereaved family (Chair) 


Resolution No 4 


Resolved that this mccung of the All India Muslim Leaguc places on record its 
decp scnsc of regret at the loss which the community has suffered by the deaths 
of the late Sheriff Dewy Cany, K B Makhdum Sycd Rajan Bux and the Hon ble 
Shukh Makbul Husam membcrs of the Council of the All India Mushm L caguc 
and conveys its condolence to the members of their bereaved familics (Chair) 


Resolution No 5 


Resolved that the Report of the Honorary Sccrctary be adopted (Chair) 
Resotution No 6 


Resolved that this important mectng of the All India Muslim Leaguc offers its 
gratitude to Mr M A’ Jinnah for his valuable services rendered im connecuion 
with the Shahidgany Mosque question, at atime when no othcr Icader could 
venture to undertake the responsibility Mr Jinnah having realiscd the depth ol 
the real feelings of the youths of the Punjab went to Lahore and made the 
Government of the Punjab to accept the demands of the Musalmans and thus gave 


4 grcat impctus to the Musalmans of the Punjab in gencral and the youths of the 
province in particular 


Proposed by ae Mohammad Aminuddin Sahcb Sahrai Lahore 
Seconded by K B Nawab Ahmad Yar Khan Sahvb, Daulatana 


"No annual sessions of the All India Muslim 1 ague w 
ere held dunng 1935 and 1939 henu 
no annual session resolutions in these two years : 


aeguat Ah Khan Honorary Secretary All India Mushm League Resolutions of the 


1a Mustun League May 1924 —D. 
Daryagany Del n do PP 65 69 eaves seer da oa 
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Resolution No 7 


Resolved that a committee of the following members be formed in order 
torevise and amend the Constitution and Ruics of the All India Muslim League in 
order to bring it to the present day requirements of the Musalmans of India 
and present their report at the next mccting of the Council of the League The 
Secretary of the League will be convener of this committee 1 The Hon Syed 
Hossain Imam 2 Maulv: Sir Muhammad Yakub Kt 3 Mr Abdul Maun 
Choudhr and 4 Mr Ah Bahadur Khan 


Proposed by Mr Ah Bahadur Khan, Bombay 
Seconded by Kazi Kabiruddin Ahmad Sahcb, Bombay 


Resolution No 8 


Resolved that the All India Muslim Leaguc enters 1s emphatic protest against 
forcing the Constitution as embodicd in the Govemmentof India Act of 1935 
upon the people of India against their will and in spite of thar repeated 
disapproval and disscnt expressed by vanous parties and bodics in the country 


The League considers that having regard to the conditions prevailing al present 
in the country the Provincial scheme of the Constitution be uthised for what 
11s worth 1n spite of the most objectionable features contained therein, which 
rendcr the rcal contro] and responsibility ef the Mimstry and the Legislature over 
the entre field of the Government and the administration nugatory 


The League 1s clearly of the vpinion that the All India Federal Scheme of 
the Central Govemment embodicd in the Government of India Act of 1935 1s 
fundamentally bad It 1s most reachonary retrograde imyurious and fatal tothe 
vital interests of British India vis @ ves the Indian States and tt 1s calculated to 
thwart and dclay indcfinitely the realization of India’s most cherished goal of 
complcetc responsible government and 1s totally unacceptable 


The League considers that the British Parliament should still take the earliest 
opportunity to revicw the whole situabion afresh regarding the Central Scheme 
before 1t1s maugurated orclse the League fecls convinced thal it would not bring 
peace and contentment to the people, but on the contrary ut will lead to disaster 
if forced upon the people and persisted in as itis entirely unworkable in the 
intcrest of India and her people 


Proposed by Mr M A Jinnah 
Sccondcd by Sir Curmmbhoy Ebrahim Bart Bombay 
Supported by The Hon Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan, Punjab 
= The Hon ble Hossain Imam Gaya 
Atia Begum Sahcba, Bombay 
‘ Mulla Noorbha: Dadanwalla, Bombay 
Mr Ismail Chundrigar, Ahmadabad 
Bs Mr Akhtar Hasan, C P 


Resolution No 9 


Whereas the Parliamentary systtm of Governmcnt which 1s being introduced 
in this country with the inauguration of the new constitution, presupposes the 
formation of parties with a well-defined policy and programme which facilitate 
the education of the electorate and Co operation betwcen groups with 

roximate aims and ideals andcnsures the working of the constitution to the 
st advantage, and whereas in ordcr to strengthen the solidanty of the Mushm 
community and to secure for the Muslims their proper and cffective share in 
the provincial governments, it 1s essential that the Muslims should organise 
thcmselvcs as one party with an advanced and progrcssive programme itis hereby 
resolved that the All India Mushm League do take steps to contest the approaching 
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provincial elections, and for this purpose appoint Mr M A Jinnah to form a 
Central Election Board under his presidcntship consisting of not less than 35 
members, with powers to constitute and affiliate provincial clection boards in 
various provinces having regard tothe condition of cach province, and devise 
ways and means for carrying out the aforesaid object 


Proposed by The Hon ble Rajya Ghavzanfar Ali Khan, Punjab 
Secondcd by Khan Sahcb Haj: Rashid Ahmad Saheb, Delhi 
Supported by Maulana Ahmad Said Saheb Delhi 
‘ Mohammad Yousuf Sahcb 
The Hon ble Hossain Imam, Gaya 
Muhammad Suleman Cassim Mutha Bombay 
Mr Abdul Hamid, M LC , Madras 
Nawabzada Liaquat Al Khan Sahcb U P 
Maulana Irfan Sahcb Bombay 


a 


Resolution No 10 


Resolved that Nawabszada Liaquat Ali Khan Sahcb, Deputy Presidcnt U P 
Legislative Council be clecttd Honorary Sccrctary of the All India Mushm 
Leaguc for the next term of three years 


Proposcd by Mr MA Jinnah 
Sccondcd by Maulvi Sir Muhammad Yakub 


Resolution No 11 


Resolved that the elucuon of 15 Vice Presidents be postponed sine die and 
the question of the abolition or continuance of so many vice presidents be Icft 
ovcr for the consideration by the Commince appornted to revise the Constitunon 
and Rulcs of the Lcague 


Proposcd by Mr MA Jinnah 
Seconded by Maulvi Sir Muhammad Yakub 


Resolution No 12 


Resolved that the cluction of the two Honorary Jomt Sccrctanes be Icftto 
the Council of the Leaguc 


Proposed by Mr MA Jinnah 
Secondcd by Nawabeada Liaquat Ali Khan 


Resoluuon No 13 


Resolvcd that the election of 1/10th number of the members of the Council to 


be clected by the open Session be left to the consideration of the Council of 
the League 


Proposcd by Mr MA Jinnah 
Sccondcd by KBSM Abdullah Delhi 


LIAQUAT ALI KHAN (Nawabvada), MLA ,(U P) 
Honorary Secretary, All India Muslim League 
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2 


Lucknow, 25th Annual Session, 15-18 October 1937, 
M A Jinnah presided! 


Resolution No 1 


Resolved that this mecting of the All India Mushm League places on record tts 
deep sense of sorrow and gricf ai the sad andsuddcndemiseof Dr M A Ansan, 
Sir Fazl1 1-Husarn, Sir Ross Mascod Shukh Mahmood Ah and K B- Masoodul 
Hasan The League conveys its heartfelt condolence to the members of their 
bercaved families (Chair) 


Resolution No 2 
Resolvcd that the Report of the Secretary be adupted (Chair) 


Resoluuon No 3 


That the All India Muslim League declares mm the name of the Musalmans 
of India that recommendahons of the Royal Palestine Commission and the 
subsequent statement of policy presented by the Secretary of State for the 
Colonics to Parltament conflict with ther religious sentiments and in the 
interests of world peace demands its rescission without further dclay 


The All India Mushm League calis upon the Government of India toissuc 
mstructions to the representatives of Indra at the Assembly of the Lcaguc of 
Nations that m vicw of the failure of the present mandatory to carry out the terms 
of the mandate which was never accepted by Arabs and the rcst of the Islamic 
world and in ordernot to prejudice the crvi) and religious rights of the Arabs they 
shall demand the annulmcntof the mandate and disassociate themselves from any 
decision tending to perpetuate it and thus to violate the fundamental nght of 
the Arab inhabitants of Palestine to choose thc form of Government best surted 
to thew necds and requircmcnts as guaraniced to them under international treahcs 


The All India Muslim League appeals to the rulers of Musiim countries 
to continue to use their werful mflucnce and best endeavours to save the 
holy places in Palesunc from the sacnlege of non-Muslim domination and the 
Arabs of the Holy land from cnslavemcentof Brush Imperialism backed by Jewish 
fmance The All India Mushm League placcs on recordits complete confidence 
m the Supreme Muslim Council and the Arab Higher Committee undcr the 
Leadership of His Eminence the Grand Mufti and warns the focal administration in 
Palcstine not to aggravate the resentment alrcady created in the Muslim world 
by a pohcy of repression as advocatcd by the ye Commission against the 
people of the country ostensibly to uphold law and order but in reality calcul ated to 
further the interest of aliens through the scheme of paruhhon 


The All India Muslim League expresses its entire confidence m the Leader and 
Mcmbcrs of the Delegation selucted by the Palestine Confcrence held on 
Scpttumbcr 24 and 25 1937 and appeals to every fnendof the Arabs m Palestine 
lo raise aumited voice to redress their gricvances 


This Session of the All India Muslim League warns the British Government 
that if 1t fails to altcr its present pro-Jewrsh policy in Palestine the Musalmans 
of India m consonance with the rest of the Islamic world will Jook upon Bntam 
as the cnemy of Islam and shall be forced to adopt all necessary measures 
according to the dictates of their fatth 


| poe Ali Khan Honorary Secretary All India Muslim League, Resolutions of the 
All India Mushm League, October 1937 — December 1938 Muslim League Pnnung 
Press Daryagany Delhi 1944 pp 1 12 
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Proposed by Abdur Rahman Saheb Siddiqi Bengal 
Scconded by Maulana Karam Ali Sahcb Lucknow 
Supported by Begum Saheba Muhammad Ali, Delht 

rs Maulana Abdul Hamid Saheb Budaun 
Begum Saheba Mian Shah Nawaz, Lahore 
The Hon Syed Muhammad Hosain 
Ah Bahadur Habecbullah Saheb, Lucknow 
Muhammad Abdui Sattar Saheb Khain, Aligarh 


“ee 
«ce 


Resolution No 4 


This Session of the All India Mushm League condemns the present policy 
of Government of India with regard to Wazinstan and 1s of opinion that the 
forward policy 1s against the best economic and political interest of India and 


calls upon the Government and people of India to change and come back to the 
close border policy 


Proposcd by The Hon HossainImam Gaya 
Scconded by Sycd Murtaza Bahaduy, M L A , Madras 
Supported by aulana Shaukat Ali Sahcb MLA 

Sh Sajjad Ahmad Sahcb, Abbottabad 
Mulla Jan Muhammad Sahcb N -W F P 
K B QuliKhan Saheb N WFP 
Maulana Abdul Waheed Sahcb 
Magqbool Mahmood Sahcb Punjab 

K B Rashiduddin Saheb U P 


Resolution No 5 


This Session of the All India Muslim League condemns the wanton demolition 
of the Shahidgany Mosque at Lahore as a most intolerable interfercnce wrth 
the Law of Islam and in vicw of the fact that this demohtion was carned out in 
broad daylight under the protccuion of Bntush troops and British guns calls 
upon the Bntish Government to restore the mosque to 11s onginal condition ana 
thus avoid an mcvitable conflict between the Muslims of India and the Batish 
Goverment whose representative in the Province failed to perform his clementary 
duty of protecting an admiticdly Muslrm mosque 


Proposcd by Maulana Zafar Ah Khan, Punjab 
Scconded by Prof Mahk Enayatulla Sahcb Punjab 
Supported by Begum Saheba Habibulla U P 

Mahk Barkat Al: Saheb, Punjab 
Maulana Omar Daraz Beg Saheb U P 


‘ 
Resolution No 6 


This mecting of the All India Muslim League strongly condemns the attitude of 
the Congrcss in foisung Bande Mataram as the National anthem upon thecountn 
m callous disregard of the feclings of Mushms and considers this song not mercly 
posiuvcly anu Islamic and idolatrous 1n tis mspiration and ideas, but definitely 
subversive of the growth of genuine nationahsm in India 


This mccung further calls upon the Mushm members of the vanous 
Icgislaturcs and public bodics in the country not to associate themselves 
in any manncr with the highly objectionable song 


Proposcd by Maulana Muhammad Akram Khan Saheb, Calcutta. 
Seconded by = Maulvi Syed Badruddoya Calcutta 
Supported by Muhammad Habibulla Sahcb, U P 

K B Haji Rashid Ahmad Delhi 
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Resolution No 7 


This meeting of the Ail India Muslim League deprecates and protests agamst the 
formation of Mimistries m certain Provinces by the Congress parties in flagrant 
violauon of the letter and the spirit of the Government of India Act 1935 and 
instrument of instrucuons and condemns the Governors for their failure to 
enforce the special powers enmusted to them for the safeguards of the interests of 
the Musalmans and other important mmorities 


Proposed by Malik Barkat Ali Saheb, Punjab 
Seconded by II Chundrigar Saheb, Bombay 
Supported by Muhammad Ishag Sahcb Bihar 
Scth Haji Abdul Sattar M LA , Madras 
os K B Hay: Muhammad Hasan U P 


Resolution No & 


Resolved that the object of the All India Muslim Leaguc shall be the 
establishment in India of Full Independence in the form of a federation of Free 
democratic states m which the nghts and interests of the Musalmans and other 
munoritics are adcquatcly and effectively safeguarded tn the constitution 


Proposcd by Maulana Hasrat Mohan: Sahcb U P 
Sccondcd by Maulana /afar Ah Khan Punjab 
Supported by Shamsu!] Hasan Saheb Bengal 
‘ Maulana Masharuddin Sahcb Dclhr 
Abdul Wahced Saheb N WFP 
: Maulana Sycd Murtaza Bahadur MLA Madras 
Syed Abdur Rauf Sahcb, C P 
* The Hon Hossain Imam Bihar 
id M Ghiasuddin Sahub,M L A_ Punjab 
oS Abdurrahman Sahcb Siddiqi, Bengal 
i 1} Chundrigar Saheb Bombay 
Munshi Azhar Ali Sahtcb MLA 
: Choudhry Khaliguezaman Saheb U P 


Resolution No 9 


That this mecting of the All India Muslim League records its emphatic 
disapproval of the scheme of the all India Federation as embodied in the 
Government of India Act of 1935 and 1s opposed to its introduction and urges 
upon the British Government to refrain from its enforcement as it considcrs the 
scheme to be detrimental to the mterests of the people of India generally and 
to these of the Mushm in particular 


Proposed by The Hon Hossain Imam Bihar 
Seconded by Maulana Hasrat Mohan: Saheb, U P 
Supporicd by 1} Chundnrigar Saheb, Bombay 


Resolution No 10 


That this mceung of the All India Mushm League 1s strongly of the opimion 
that in the absence of an agreed sctthment between the communiues the 
introduction of Joint Electorate in local bodies will be mconsistent with the 
spirit of the Communal Award and will be imyunous to the cause of true 
representation of Muslims in these bodies, particularly in view of the present 
stramed rclauions between the communities and calls upon the Mushm 
Membcrs of the Assemblies to oppose the introduction of Joint Electorate in 
local bodics in provinces where scparate clectorate exists al present and to 
mtroduce them in provinces where thcy do not exist today 
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Proposed by Munnullah Sahcb, Bihar 
Scconded by Zahur Ahmad Saheb, U P 
Supported by Muhammad Momin Sahcb Guyarat 
* AS Khan Saheb 
Resolution No 11 


As the Urdu language was originally an Indian language and was the result 
of interaction of Hindu and Muslim culture and it was spoken by a grcater part of 
the people of this country 1t was best suited to devclopaunited nationality and 
the attempt to replace it by Hindi might upsct the structural basis of Urdu 
otherwise known as Hindustam and adversely affect the growth of comradeship 
bctween the Hindu and Muslim Scction, the ATi India Muslim League calls 
upon all the Urdu speaking pcople of India to make every possible endcavour to 
safeguard the intercsts of therrlanguage in cvery field of activity with which the 
Ccntral and the Provincial Governments were concerned and wherever the Urdu 
language was the linguage of the arc its unhampercd use and devclopment 
should be upheld and where i was not the predominant language adequate 
arrangement should be made for teaching il 4s an optional subject andin all 
Government Offices, Courts Legislatures Railway and Postal dcpartmenis 
provision should be made for its usc 


Efforts should also be made to make Urdu the universal language of India 


Proposcd by Riya Amir Ahmad Khan Sahch (Raja Saheb 
Mahmudabad U P ) 


Sccondced by Maulana Karimur Raza Khan Sihcb U P 
Hasan Riaz Saheb, U P 
Ghulam Hasan Sahcb Berar 
SM Hasan Khin Sahcb Bombay 


Resolution No 12 


That this mecung of the All India Muslim reaps urges upon the British 
Government to take immcdialte steps to replace the present arbitrary form of 


camer in Baluchistan by ademocratic one similar to those tn other provinces 
in India 


Proposcd by Maulana 7afar Ali Khan Sahcb, Punjab 
Sec ondcd by Prof Inayatullah Sahcb, Pun)ab 


Resolution No 13 


Whaercas the system of Jand scttlhment in the Province of Assam known as 
the Line System interferes with micrprovincral migration of population 
infringes the fundamcntal mghts of cuzcenship and inflicts great hardship on 
immigrants Ilcading to the creation of a landless class numbering thousands of 


population [sic] the All India Muslim League resolves thatthe Line system be 
Immediatcly abolishud 


Proposed by Abdul Matin Choudhri Assam 
Sccondcd by Maulana Akram Khan Sahcb, Bengal 
Resolution No 14 


es sesston of the All India Muslim League directs the Working Commiltice 
Slee All India Mushm Lcaguc to take immediate steps to frame and pulinto 
vilect an cconomic social and educational programme with a view 


To fix working hours for factory workers and other labourcrs 
To fix minimum wages 


To improve housing and hygiemc conditions of the labourers and make 
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provision for slum clearance 
To reduce rural and urban debts and abolish usuary 


To grant a moratorium with regard to all dcbts whether dccrced or 
otherwise till proper legislation has been cnacicd 


To secure Icgislauon for exempuon of houscs from attachment or sale m 
execution of decrees 


To obtam security of tenurc and fixation of far rents and revenue 
To abolish forced labour 
To undertake rural uphft work 


To encourage cottage mdustncs and small indigenous industncs both in 
rural and urban areas 


To cncourage use of Swedeshi articles specially handwoven cloth 


To cstablish an industmal board for devclopment of mdustries and 
prevention of cxploitation by middlemen 


To devise means for the rcehef of uncmploymcnt To advance 
compulsory pnmary cducatron [sic] 


To recogmse sccondary university education specially scientific and 
technical 


To cstabhsh mfle clubs and amuibhtary college 
To enforce prohibiuon 


To abolish and remove un Islamic customs and usages from Mushm 
society 


To organise a voluntcer corps for soctal service and 


To devise mceasurcs for attainment of full independence and invite the 
co operation of all political bodies workimg to that end 


Proposcd by Rajya Amnr Ahmad Khan Saheb Mahmudabad 
Sccondcd by Al: Bahadur H ibrbullah Saheb, U P 
Supportcd by Maulana /afar Ali Khan Saheb, Punjab 
Naqi Imam Saheb Bihar 
Maulana Qutubuddin Abdul Wah Saheb, U P 
= Asis Laljee Sahcb Bombay 
Choudhry Khaliquzzaman Saheb, U P 


Resolution No 15 


Resolved (a) that this session of the All India Muslim Leaguc approves and 
adopts the Consttution amcndcd by the Subject Commitiec on the reponi of the 
Special Committee appointed by the Council of the All India Muslim League by 
4a resolution passed atameeting held m Delm on the 21st March 1937, (b) that 
the amendcd constituuuon shall come into cffecton the 1st February 1938 (c) 
that the President be authonsed to appo:nt from amongst the members of the 
Council of the All India Mushm Leaguc Committees incvery Province to Organise 
Provincial, District and Primary Leagues according to the amended constitution by 
the 31st December 1937 and (d) that all elections of dclegates and members of 
the Council of the All India Muslim League shall be held 1n accordance with 
the provisions of thencw constituuion and shall be inumated to the office of the All 
India Mushm League by the 20th January 1938 (Passcd unanimously) 


LIAQUAT ALI KHAN (Nawabzada) MLA (UP) 
Honorary Secretary, All India Muslim League 
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3 


Calcutta, (Special Session), 17-18 Apmi 1938, MA Jinnah 
presided’ 


Resoluton 1 


This Session of the All India Mushim Lee places on record 1s sense of 
appreciauon of the cfforts of Huq Ministry in Bengal and Saadulah Ministry in 
Assam particularly for resisung the machinations of the Congress Lo break through 


these fronts and appeals to every Musalman to accord wholchcearted support to the 
Ministries in Bengal and Assam 


Proposcd by The Hon Hossain Imam, Bihar 
Scconded by Maulvi Badruddoya, Bengal 
Supportcd by K B Haj: Rashid Ahmad, Dclhi 
” Ashrafuddin Muhammad MLA, Assam 
Jafar Imam MLA ,, Bihar 


Resolution No 2 


While cndorsing the resolution of Council of the All India Muslim Leaguc 
asscd at Delhi on the 20th of March 1938, this Special Session of the All 
ndia Muslim League, in vicw of the fact that the Punjab Government has given 
an assurance to the effect that they arc adopungtvery means for arnving at an 

honourable settlement of the Shahidgany pablo assurcs them of 1ts Coopcration 
and assistance im bringing about the settlement and appcals to Musalmans to 
crcatc and maintam a peaceful atmosphere m ordcr to facilitate that settlement 


Proposcd by Choudhry Khaliquzzvaman,MLA_ U P 
Sccondcd by Al: Bahadur Habibullah, U P 
Supporicd by Prof Mahk Enayatullah Punjab 
Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi MLA, Bengal 
Sycd Sultan Muhammad Sahcb N -W F 


Resoluuon No 3 


That this Special Session of the All India Muslim Leaguc views with alarm the 
large numbcr of communal nots which are taking place in UP Bihar CP 
Bombay and other provinces resulting in loss of life and property of the 
Musalmans Inthe pp ion ofthe Leaguc thc Congrcss governments have signally 
failed to discharge their pnmary duty of protecting the Mushm mimoritics in their 

rovinces and it dcclarcs that 1f immediate stcps are not takcn to protect the 

usatmans vy the Congress Govermments, the consequences to the Country as 
a whole will be disastrous The League congratulates the Mushms in the 
villages and towns on paticnce and forbearance that they have shown during these 
occurrences This Session calls upon the Provincial Leagucs to collect all neces 
sary informauon about all these mcidents and to submit their reports to the 
Councailof the All India Muslim League at an carly date 


Proposed by Sh Zahur Ahmad Saheb,ML A ,UP 


Scconded by The Hon HossainImam Bihar 
Supported by M Iftckhar Ala C P 


‘Ibid pp 24 26 
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Resolunon No 4 


This Session of the Ali India Muslim League calls upon the Musalmans of 
India to take special steps to combat the Congress Ant: Muslim activities m 
the Frontier province 


Proposed by Ziauddin Bar at-Law,N -W F P 
Seconded by Sardar Aurangzeb Khan,MLA N WFP 


LIAQUAT ALI KHAN (Nawabzada) MLA ,(UP) 
Honorary Secretary All India Muslim League 


4 


Patna, 26th Annual Session, 26-29 December 1938,M A Jinnah 
presided! 


Report of the Honorary Secretary was read and adopttd A votc of thanks 
tothe Honorary Secrctary was moved by the Chair 


Resoluuon No 1 


Resolved that this Annual Session of the All India Muslim League expresses 
is decpest feclngs of sorrow and gricf at the sad demise of Ataturk Ghavst 
Mustafa Kemal Pasha whom it acknowledges as a truly great personality in the 
Islamic world, a grcal genera] and a great statesman He rebuilt and revived the 
Turkish Nation after its dcfeat and dismicgration, and in spite of opposition from 
thc European powers succeeded in dcfating the enemics of Turkey and within 
a short mc brought his coun to the front rank of nations By establishing 
a concord and alliance of the Eastem Nations he guided the East to the tc 
goal of political powcr and prospenty His memory willinspire Muslims all over 
the world with coon persevcrance and manliness With this expression of 
is heartfelt gricf, the Session of the All India Muslim League wishes to convey 
its message of sympathy and condolence to the Turkish nation in its great 
burcavement 


Resoluuon No 2 


Resolved that this Session of the All India Muslim Leaguc expresses its sincere 
appreciation of the multifarious services rendcred by the latc Maulana Shaukat Ah 
to the nation He exerted himself greatly for the establishment of the Muslim 
University and he was one of the founders of Khuddam-1 Kaba organization The 
success of the Khilafat movement was toa great extent due to his organising ability 
and his untinng effort and for this he chcerfully bore all the hardships of 
imprisonment He gavc his energies to saving the Mushms from the pen] of the 
Nene Report while he worked unceasingly ull the very Jast order to ensure the 
success of the present organisation of the Muslim League All his actuvitics 
invariably aimed at winning independence for India and at the establishment of 
alasting concord among the various communities of India He had the courage 
and capacity to suffcr paticntly, and hke a true Muslim he was always ready to 
sacnfice himself for Islam Huis name descrves a prominent placc im the history 
of India s struggle for freedom 


This Scssion of the All India Muslim Leaguc 1s overwhelmed with sorrow at 
the sudden death of the great leader whose personality was an epitome of all the 
virtues—self-sacnfice highresolution, amiableness and true fnendship His death 


‘Ibid pp 65-77 
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1s an wreparable national loss and the All India Muslim League offers prayers for 
the deceased and heartfelt condolence to the bereaved farmly 


Resolution No 3 


Resolved that this Session of the All India Muslim League places on record its 
appreciation of the late Sa Muhammad Iqbal as a sage-philosopher of Islam 
and a great national poet He urged the Mushms to build their future in 
consonance with their great pest Though he 1s notamong us_he lives for cver 
in his imperishable vcrses which would conunuc to inspire the life and actions of 
the Muslims all over the world 


This Session dceply mous for him and offers fervent praycrs to the Almighty 
that the soul of the deccased may rest in peace 


Resolunon No 4 


That having regard to the atrocities that have been commuttcd and that 
elementary rights of the Mushms havc been trampled upon in 4 systematic manncr 
in Bihar UP and C P and that the Government of these provinces have faced to 
redress their gnevances or protect even the elumentary rmghts of the Musalmans in 
these provinces in spite of all constitutional methods adopticd so far by the 
Muslims thissession of the All India Muslim Leagues therefore of opinion that 
the ume has now -ome to authonse the Working Committee of the All India 
Mushm League to deude and resortto Direct Action if and when necessary 


Proposed by Aziz Ahmad Khan Sahecb MLA,U P 
Sccondcd by Ashigq Sahcb Wars, Brhar 
Supportcd by Abdur Rauf Shah Sahob MLA,CP 
: pee pons Sir Sikandcr Hyat Khan Premicr of the 
al 

The Hon ble Maulvi Favlul Huq Premicr of the Bengal 
Abdul Mayid Sahcb,M LA, Sind 
: SrAM Dehalvi,M L A , Bombay 

Laufurrahman Sahcb MLA ,Onmissa 
Abdul Matin Saheb Choudhn MLA Assam 
Hay: Abdu Sathar Hayi Essak Sait, M LA Central 
Sardar Aurang7cb Khan Sahecb,M LA N WEP 
Maulana 7 afar Ahi Khan Sahch ML A Central Punjab 


Resoluuon No 5 


Tuas the considcred opimon of the All India Mushm League that the unjust 
Balfour Declaration and the subsequent policy of repression adopted by the 
Bnttsh Govemmcent in Palestine aim at making their sympathy for the Jews a 
pretext for incorporating that country wto the British Empire with a view to 
strengthcn Bnuish Imperialism and to frustrate the idea of afedcration of Arab 
Statcs They also want to use sacred places m Palestine as aenal and naval 
bases for ther future military activities The atrocitres that have ben 


pee on the Arabs for the attammentof this object have no paralief in 
ustory 


This Muslim League Session regards those Arabs who are being subjected to 
all kinds of persecutions and repressions and who are makimg all sacrifices for 
Poe ene cir Sacred land, protecting their national nghts and emancipaung 
their motherland as heroes and martyrs and congratulates them on their 

tavery sacrifice and wams the Bntish Government that if 11does not forthwith 
stop the influx of Jews into Palestine and does not mclude in the proposed 
conference the Grand Mufu, the genuine leaders of the Arabs as weil as the 
ee eee of the Indian Musalmans, the conference will be nothing bul 
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This session declares that the problem of Palestine 1s the problem of the Mushms 
of the whole world and if the Bntish Government fails to do justice to the Arabs 
and fulfil the demands of the Mushrms of the world the Indian Muslims will adopt 
any programme and will be preparcd to make any sacrifice thal may be decided 
upon by a Mushm Intemanhonal Conference at which the Mushms of India arc 
duly represented in order to save the Arabs from Bnush exploitation and Jewish 
usurpation 


The session of the Lcague warns the Bnush Government that, if they persist in 
ee to give a practical shape to the idea prevalent among certain sections 
of the Bntsh and the Americans that Palestine be made the national home 
of the Jews it will lead to a state of perpctual unrest and conflict 


Proposed by Maulana Mazharuddin Saheb U P 
Scconded by Maulana Irfan Saheb Bombay 
Supported by Shah Husain Mian Sahcb, Bihar 
Prof Abdus Sattar Sahcb Khair: U P 
Abu Said Sahcb, Punjab 
Maulana Abdul Hamid Sahcb U P 
Mahk Abdul Khaliq Sahcb Sind 
Prof Enayatullah Saheb Punjab 
Sir Sycd Rava Ali MLA Ccntral 
Maulana Karam Ah Sahcb, U P 
Maulana Akram Khan Sahcb Bengal 
Resoluuon No 6 


Whereas it ts necessary to afford adequate opportunitics to women for their 
development and growth im order to participate in the struggle for social 
economic and poliuceal cmancrpiuon of the Mushm nauon in India, this 
Scssion of the Al] India Mushm League resolves that an All India Muslim 
Women’s Sub-Committee be formed of the followmg members with powers to 
co opt with the following objects in view 


(a) To organise provincial and distinct women’s Sub- 
Commitice under the Provincial and Distmct Muslim 
Leagues 


(b) Toenlist larger number of women to the membership of 
the Mushm Lvaguc 


(c) Tocarry on imicnsive propaganda amongst the Muslim 
women throughout India in ordcr to create in them a 
sense of greater political consciousness 


(d) To advise and guide them im ail such matters as 
mainly rest on them for the uphft of the Muslim 
socicly 


Punjab 1 Begum Shah Nawaz Sahcb 
Mrs Rashida Latif 

Lady Jamal Khan 

Lady Abdul Kadir 


Begum Shahabuddin 
Mrs MM Ispahani 


Miss Fatima Jinnah 
Mrs Faiz Tyaby 
Begum Hafiz-ud din 


Bengal 


Bombay 


WN Ne PHP 
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UP Begum Habibullah 

Begum Aizaz Rasul 

Begum Wasim 

Begum Muhammad Ali 
Begum Nawab Ismail Khan 


Miss Ramla Khatcon 


Miss Nadir Jehan of Sconi 
Begum Nawab Siddique Ali Khan 


CP 


Bihar Lady Imam 


Begum Akhtar 


Mrs Ataur Rahman 
Miss J Khan 


Lady Haroon 
Lady Hidayatullah 
Begum Shaban 
Mrs Hatum Tyaby): 


Mrs Hussain Mahk 
Mrs Najmul Hasan 
Begum Rahman 


Assam 


Sind 


Delhi 


WN PWNH N= NSB NH AUNAWN= 


NWFEP Begum Hap Saadulla Khan 


Mrs Khawaja Alla Bux 


Mrs Ayisha Kulhamoro Haj! 
Mrs Qurcshi 


Proposcud by Begum Habibullah 
Seconded by Begum Wasim 
Supportcd by Muhammad Faroog Sahcb, ML A U P 


Resoluuon No 7 


Madras 


N= Ne 


Resolved that the following office bearers bu elected Nawabsada Liaquat Al: 
Khin Saheb Honorary Scerctary, Raya Amir Ahmad Khan Saheb, Honorary 
eae Mr Husain M Malik and KBSM_ Abdulla Honorary Joimt 

CCTCLAT ICS 


Proposed by Sardar Aurrang7cb Khan,ML A ,N WF P (Passcd 
Unanimously) 


Resolution No & 


While jolly sympathising with the legitimate aspirations of the subject of the 
Indian Statcs for the constitutional advancement and for obtaimn g redress of their 
grievances the Mushm Leaguc though itis bound by its present programme and 
hey to maintain an atutude of non mtcrfcrence in the affairs of the Indian 
tates uncquivocally declares thatif the Congress or other Hindu orgamsanons 
do not desist forthwith from their subversive acuiviics in the Statcs actuatcd by 
ullcrior mouves it will be forced to take such action as may be necessary tv 
safcguard the legitimate intcrests of the Musalmans 


Proposed by The Hon Hossain Imam MC S , Bihar 
Seconded by KB Mushtag Ahmad Saheb, Gurmam MLA Punjab 
Supporicd by K S Abdurrahman Saheb,M LA ,vc P 

Hay: Abdul Qadir Saheb Bihar 

Muhammad Asghar Sahcb C P 

MA Kashmerwala Delhi 
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Resolution No 9 


Resolved that the following amendments be made in the Consttitution and 
Rules of the All Indra Muslim League 


In Section 6 delete the full stop at the cnd and add the words 
within two months’ 


In Section 11() after the words their representatives,’ substitute 
‘two’ for one 


In Section 11 (1) 1n_ the _last sentence before the word ‘Secretaries’ 
add the words ‘Presidents and’ 


In Section 12 omit the full stop atthe end and add ‘and if he or she 
fails to pay his or her subscnption within two 
months from the date of notice by the Central office 
he or she shall ccase to boa member of the Council 


In Sccuon 13 omit the full stop at the end and add ‘and they shall 
also be cx officio members of all the Provincial 
Council and Working Committce ' 


Add a new rule 40A as follows 


All the members of the Muslim Leaguc P artics in the Provincial Legislatures 
shall be cx officio Delegates at the Annual or Special Session of the All India 
Muslim League on payment of Dclcgates’ fee * 


Proposed by Nawabsada Liaquat Ah Khan, Honorary Sccretary, All 
India Muslim Lcaguc (Passcd unanimously) 


Resolution No 10 


The All India Mushm League reiterates 11s view that the scheme of Federation 
embodicd in the Government of India Act 1935 15 not acceptable, but 
ain view of the further devclopmcnts that have taken placc or may take place 
from tume to ume, 11 hereby authorises the Presidcentof the All India Muslim 
Leaguc to adopt such course as may be necessary with a view to explore the 
Ree ee of a suitable altumative which will safeguard the mterests of the 

usalmans and other minoritcs m India 


Proposcd by Maulana 7 afar Ali Khan Sahcb,M L A Ccntral 
Scconded by Abdul Majid Saheb MLA _ Sind 
Supported by 7H Lan Saheb MLA UP 
Nawab Muhammad ismail Saheb MLC Bihar 
s Mahk Barkat Ali Sahcb MLA _ Punjab 
: Machar Imam Saheb, Bihar 


Resolution No 11 


This Session of the All India Muslim League expresses its dccp sympathy 
with the Indians m general and the Muslims in particular in Burma who have 
suffered great losses during nots and asks the Government of India to press the 
Government of Burma for adcqualc compensation to the Muslims whohave in any 
way suffercdduring the nots Furtherthis Session requests the All Burma Muslim 
League to keepthe Muslims of Indiaintouch withthe general and political affairs 
of the Burma Muslims 


Proposcd by Zahur Ahmad Sahtb MLA (UP) 
Sccondcd by Mahmood Hasan Sahcb Madras 
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Resolution No 12 


This Session of the All India Mushm Leaguc once more demands that full 
reforms and a status cqual to that of the other provinccs im India should be 
given to Bnush Baluchistan and requests the British Government to take 
immcdiate sicps m that direcuon without any further dclay 


Proposcd by K B Mushtag Ahmad Sahcb Gurmant ML A, Punjab 
Secondcd by Maulana Jamaluddin Abdul Wahab Sahcb, U P 


Resolution No 13 


Whercas the forward policy of the Bntish Government which in the name 
of Indian Defence aims at the forcible subjugauion of the homcland this session 
of the All India Musimm League 1s firmly of the oprmon that the ume now has 
come forthe British Government to reconsider its Fronuer Policy in a morc 
Statesmenhke manncr bascd upon the universally recognised principle of self 
dctermination It further condemns the policy and activities of the Congress in 
thuN WFP bywhich they have given indications that the tnbal arcas should 
become parts of the administcrcd terntory 


Proposed by Maulana /afar Ah Khan Sahtb MLA _ Central Punjab 
Sccondcd by Muhammad /iauddin MLA,N WEP 


Resoluuon No 14 


This Session of the All India Muslim League rcsolvcs thal the present Provincial 
Parhamentary Boards shall ccascto function is soon as Provincial League or 
Leagues scl up a machinery of their own for the purpose of sclucung and 
adopting c indidates for theirrespective Iegislature and other clected bodies Any 
machinery thal may be so set up by the Provincial Leagucs shall be subycct to the 
control and supervimon of the Working Commniattce of the All India Mushm 
League or such Committce as they may appoint for the purpose and the decision 
of the Working Commuuce or the spccial committee so appomtcd in case of 
appeal to them shall be final, and further reselves that for the Ccntral 
Legislature the Working Committee of the All India Muslim League should 


consutute such machinery for the purpose of clecuons to the Central 
Legislature as it thks proper 


Resolution No 15 


In vicw of the fact that the Shariat of Islam strictly prohibits extravagance 
ind having regard to the present depressed economic condition of the Indian 
Mushms this Session of the All Indra Muslim League strongly urges the Indian 
Musalmans torcfrain from all wasteful practices to observe Is]amic simplicity on 
all social occasions and to abandon all un Islamic ceremonics and customs 


LIAQUAT ALI KHAN (Nawabzada), MLA (UP) 
Honorary Secretary Al India Mushm League 
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5 


Lahore, 27th Annual Session, 22-24 March 1940,M A Jinnah 
presided! 


Resolution No 1 


While :pproving and cndorsing the 1cnon taken by the Council and the Working 
Committee of the All India Muslim League as indicated in thar resolutions dated 
the 27th of August, 17th and 18th of Sepicmber and 22nd of October 1939 and 3rd 
of February 1940 on the constituhonalissuc this Session of the All India Mashm 
League cmphaucally reiterates that the scheme of federation embodicd in the 
Government of India Act 1935, 1s totally unsuitcd to and unworkable in the 

ecuhar conditions of tms country andis altogether unacceptable to Muslim 
ndia 


It further records its Cmphauc vicw that while the declaration dated the 18th of 
October 1939 mide by the Viccroy on behalf of His Maycsty’s Government 1s 
rcassuring 1nso far as itdeclarcs that the pohcy and planon which the Governmcnt 
of Indta Act 1935 ts based will be reconsidered inconsultation with the various 
Parties amtcrests and commumniucs in India Mushm India will not be sausfied 
unless the whole consultuuonal plan 1s reconsidcrcd de novo and that no revised 
plin would be acceptable to the Musims unless it is framed with their approval 
and consent 


Resolvcd that itis the considered view of this Session of the All India Muslim 
Lcaguc that no constututional plan would be workable in this country or 
acceptable to the Muslims unicss 1t1s designed on the following basic principle 
viz that geographically contiguous units arc demarcatcdinto regions which 
Should be so consututed with such tcrmtonal readjustmcnis as may be 
necessary that the areas in which the Mushms are numerically in a majority 
as m the North-Westcm and Easttm zones of India should be grouped to 
constutute ‘Independent States’ in which the constitucnt units shall be 
iutonomous and sovercign 


That adcquate, Cffecuve and mandatory safeguards should be speafically 
provided in the constituuon for minorucs m these units andin the regions for 
the protccuon of their religious cultural economic political admimistrauvc and 
othernghts and interests in consultation with them and in other parts of India where 
the Musalmans are ina minority adcquate Cffecuve and mandatory saf-guards 
shall be arcu ally provided in the constutuuion for them and othcr mmontucs 
for the protection of thar rehgious, cultural, cconomic, political administrative 
and othcr mghts and intercsts in consullauion with them 


This Session further authorises the Working Committee to frame aschceme of 
consulution im accordance with these basic poner. providing for the 
assumplion finally by the respective regions of all powers such as defence, 
extemal affairs communications, customs and such other matters as may be 
necessary 


Proposcd by The Hon'ble Maulvi A K Fazlul Hug Premier of Bengal 
Sccondcd by Choudhry Khaliquszaman Saheb,MLA UP 
Supported by Maulana /afar Ali Khan Sahcb, MLA , Central 

: Sardar Aurang7cb Khan Saheb, MLA,N WF P 


eae Ali Khan Honorary Secretary All India Mushm League Resolutions of the 
All Indta Muslim League, December 1938 March 1940, Natuonal {ing and Publishing 
Ifouse Daryagan) Delhi nd pp 47 51 
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= Haji Sir Abdoola Haroon ML A_ Central 

" K Nawab Ismai] Khan Saheb, M L C , Bihar 

Be Qazi Mohammad Isa Khan Sahcb, President of 
Baluchistan Provincial Muslim League 

a Abdul Hameed Khan Sahcb, M L A , Madras 

i I I Chundngar Saheb ML A Bombay 
Sycd Abdur Rauf Shah Sahub,M LA, CP 

- Dr Muhammad Alam,M LA, Punjab 

‘ Syed 7 akit Ah Saheb U P 

yi Begum Sahiba Maulana Muhammad Ah 

Maulana Abdul Hamid Saheb Qadn, U P 
(carricd unanimously ) 


Resolution No 2 


The All India Muslim League views with grave Concern the mordinatc delay on 
the part of the British Governmcnt in coming to a settlement with the Arabs in 
Palcstine and placcs on record its considcred opimion im clear and unequivocal 
language that no arrangements of a priccemcal character will be made in Palesune 
which arc contrary 1n spirit and oppascd tothe pledges given to the Muslim world 
and parucularly to the Muslims inIndta to secure their active assistance in the 
War of 1914 1918 Further, the Leaguc wams the Bnush Government against the 
dangcr of taking advantage of the presence of large British forces in the Holy 
land to ovcrawe the Arabs and force them into submission 


Proposcd by Abdur Rahman Sahcb Siddiqi MLA_ Bengal 
Scconded by Sir Syed Raza Ali,MLA_ Ccntral 
Supported by Maulana Abdul Hamid Saheb Qadr1, Badaun 


Resolution No 3 


This Scssion of the All India Muslim Leaguc places on record its deep sense of 
sorrow at the unfortunate and tragic occurrence on the 19thMarch 1940 owing 
to a clash between the Khaksars and the Policc resulting in the loss of a large 
number of lives andinjuncs to many morc and sincercly symp athiscs with those 
who have suffered and with their families and dependents 


This Session calls upon the Government to forthwith appoint an mdcpendcnt 
and imparit il committee of inquiry, the personnel of which would command 
perfect confidence of the people with instrucuons to them to make full and 


complete investigation and inquiry in the whole affairs and make their report 
as soon as possible 


This Session authonses the Working Committec to take such action in the 


matler as ney may considcr proper immediately after the publication of the 
report of the Commitice 


This Session urges upon the various governmcnts that the order declaring 


chee organisation unlawful should be removed as scon as possible 
alr 


Resolution No 4 


eee the following as 28A to the Constitution and Rules of the All India Mushm 
guc 


(1) The Working Commiutice of the All India Mushm League shall control 
direct and regulate all the acuvites of the various Provincial Leagues 


Strictly in Consonance with the aims, objects and rules of the All India 
Muslim League 
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(2) The Working Committee of the All India Muslim League shall be 
empowered 


(a) To take disciphnary action against individual Membcrs of 
the Council of the All India Mushm League who violate the 
decisions of the League or act m contravention of its aims 
and objects, subjcct to a mght of appeal to the Council of 
the All India Mushm League 


(b) To suspend, dissolve or disaffiliat. any Provincial League 
which fails in its dutics, infringes or ignores the decisions 
or directions of the All India Muslim League or hinders the 
progress of the League in any manncr whatsoever subject 
to a right of appeal to the Council of the All India Mushm 
League 


Proposed by Nawabeada Liaquat Ali Khan Sahcb 
(Passed unanimously) 


Resolution No 5 


Resolved that Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan Saheb and Raja Amir Ahmad 
Khan Sahcb be re elected Honorary Sccrctary and Honorary Treasurcr of the 
All Indra Muslim League respecuvecly 


Proposcd by Sir Syed Rava Ah, MLA, (Central) 
Supported by Sard ar Aurangzcb Khan Sahcb 
(Passed unanimously) 


Resoluuon No 6 


Resolved that the election of the two Jomt Secrctarics be entrusted to the 
Council of the All India Muslim Leaguc 


Proposcd by Nawabsada Liaquat Alt Khan Sahcb 
(Passed unanimously) 


LIAQUAT ALI KHAN (Nawibrada) MLA (UP) 
Honorary Scecrctary, All India Muslim League 
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Muslim League Resolutions, Council Meetings, 
1935-40 


1 


Delhi (Office of the Muslim League, Ballirmaran Street], 
Council Meeting, 26-27 January 1935, M A Jinnah 


presided 
Present 
1 M A Jinnah Esqr—in chair 
2 The Hon Raja Ghazanfar AliKhan MCS 
3 Halimullah S Jung Sahcb 
4 K B Nawab Ahmad Yar Khan SahecbM CC Punjab 
5 K L Gauba Esqgr MLA 
6 Nawab Mumtaz Hasan Khan Saheb 
7 Sycd Muhammad JafftiS heb 
8 The Hon Sir Malik Feroze Khan Noon Minister 
9 K B Hafiy Muhammad Hcdayat Hosain Saheb CIE 
10 Shah Maswood Ahmad Sahcb 
11 Abdul Matin Saheb Choudhrr MLA 
12 K S Hafiz Muhammad Siddig Sahcb Multam 
13 Muhammad Aslam Sahcb Saif 
14 K S Sycd Nawab Ah Sahcub 
15 KB Sycd Bahauddin Sahcb 
16 K S Abdul Hamid Khan Saheb 
17 The Hon Sir Nawab Muhammad Yousuf Minister U P 
18 Sycd Aizaz Rasool Sahch 
19 Ky Hay Ismail Ali Khan Sahcb 
20 Sycd Muhammad Hussam Sahcb 
21 Ke SM Farzand Ali Khan Saheb 
22 Sit Abdul Hamid 
23 T A K Sherwani Saheb M LA 
24 Lr Zia Uddm Ahmad ML A 
25 Hakim / aki Ahmad Saheb 
26 M wlvi Sycd Murtaza Bahadur, M LA 
27 K B Sh Rahim Bux Sahcb 
28 K BS M Abdulta Sahcb 
29 M Abdul Ahad Sahcb 
30 K S Rashid Ahmad Sahch 
a Sycd Habccb § shub 
32 K S Khaway:Gul Muhammad Sahcb 
Ry Nawab Aviv Ahmad Khan Sahcb 
34 Muhammad Usman Sahcb 
38 AH Ghusnavi Sihub MLA 
36 Maulana Mach aruddin Sahcb 
VW Maulana Hill Ahmad /ubair: $ theb 
38 Muhammad Abdul Hamid Sahcb 
39 Nawab Sahcb Chhattari 
10 Moaulin: Shifi Dagod: S theb 
th Muhammad Nauman Sahub M L A 
14 M Ghiasuddin Sahuob M LA 


Maulana Shiukat Aly Saheb,M LA 
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44 Syed Zakir Ali Saheb 

A5 Dr Shafaat Ahmad Khan 

46 Muhammad Azhar Ali Saheb 
47 Syed Jalaluddin Saheb Hashmy 


Resolution No 1 


The All India Muslim League Council havmg given their most careful and 
camest consideration to the Joint Parhamentary Committee Report are of opinion 
that the constitutional proposal] embodied therein are more reactionary than the 
yonie Paper proposals which were considered by the Council last on the 2nd Apn!l 
19 


The Counci! reiterate the:r opumon that they accept the Communal Award so far 
as 1t goes until a substitute ts agreed upon by the various communities concerned 
and on that basis they express them readiness again to co-operate with any 
community or party with a view to sccure such future consutution for India as 
would sausfy the people 


S Shamsvn] Hasan 
Assistant Secretary All India Muslim League 


z 


Delhi, {office of the Muslim League, Ballirmaran Street] 
Counal Meeting, 16 February 1935, M.A. Jinnah presided! 


Present 


M A Jinnah Esqr ,M L A—inchair 

K S Hay Rashid Ahmad Saheb 

Moulvi Syed Abdul Jabbar Saheb 

Syed Ghulam Bhik Saheb Nairang, MLA 
Khawaie Gul] Muhammad Saheb-K B 

K B Sh Rahim Bux Saheb 

Nawabzada Khurshaid Ali Khan Saheb 
Syed Habecb Saheb 

The Hon Syed Abdul Hafeez Saheb 

10 Khawaja Ghulam Samadan: Saheb 

11 K B Syed Bahauddin Saheb 

12 The Hon Nawab Sir Syed Mohammad Yousuf 
13 Abdul Matin Saheb Choudhn, MLA 

14 Sh Abdul Hug Saheb 

15 Maulvi Sir Muhammad Y akub Saheb 

16 The Hon Mahk Sir Feroze Khan Noon 

17 KB SM Abdulla Saheb 

18 K S M Farzand Ah 

19 K B Nawab Ahmad Yar Khan Saheb 

20 Syed Muhammad Hussam Saheb 

21 Prof Mirza Muhammad Said Saheb 

22 HA Sattar,MLA 

23 Umar Ah Shah Saheb,MLA 

24 Sardar Habiburrahman Saheb 

25 Maulana Habiburrahman Saheb Ludhianwi 


WaOINMNAWNe 
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26 Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan Saheb MLC 
27 The Hon Rajya Ghazanfar Ah Khan Saheb 
28 Muhammad Ahmad Kazm: Saheb MLA 
29 Muhammadally Allabux Saheb 

30 Nawab Aziz Ahmad Khan Saheb 

31 Syed Muhammad Jafn Saheb 

32 e Hon Khawaja Habibullah,M C S 

33 The Hon Syed Hossain Imam Saheb, M C S 
34 Maulana Shaukat Ah Saheb,M LA 

35 Maulana Muhammad Shafi Daood: Sahcb 
36 Kh Gul Muhammad Khan Saheb 


Resolution No 1 


Resolved that the 24th Annual Session of the AN India Muslim League be held 
at Lahorc on 20th and 21st Apri] 1935 in Easter Holidays 


Resolution No 2 
That Mr M A Jinnah be elected President for the Lahore session 


Resolution No 3 


The Council of the All India Muslim League most emphatically deplores that 
His Majesty’s Government have ignored the repeated demand of Musalmans that 
Baluchistan should be made separate province and reforms should be introduced 
in that province or that 1t should be amalgamated with Sindh 


The Council urges upon His Majesty’s Government and the Government of 
India that immediate steps should be taken to provide forthwith 


1 Elected members to represent the Baluchistan m Central Legislature 
2 Freedom of specch association and press be gauranteed 

3 Elected system be mtreduced in local bodies 

4 Codificauion of Customary Law 

3 Reform of jrga system 


Resolution No 4 


That tms Council of the All India Mushm League protests against the continued 
incarceration of Khan Abdussamad Khan Achakzai and Mr Abdul Aziz and in 


vicw of the calm prevailing m the country requests the Government concemed 
to release these public workers 


S Shamsul Hasan 
Assistant Secretary, All India Muslim League 


APPENDIX XVITI 593 


2 


Lahore, [Nasheman, 11 Davies Road], Council Meeting, 
21 Apri 1935, Nawab Sir Ahmad Said Khan presided? 


Present 


Hon ble Nawab Sahibzada Abdul Qayum of Peshawar, Hon’ble Sir Feroze 
Khan Noon of Lahore Nawab Shah Nawaz Khan of Lahore, Sir Ghulam Husain 
Hidayatullah of Bombay, Mr K L Gauba M L A of Lahore, Sheikh Abdul 
Majid,ex M L. C of Sindh, Mahk Barkat Ah, Advocate of Lahore, Sycd Habibof 
Styasat Lahorc, K B Muhammad Abdullah of Dclh1, Nawab Ahmad Yar Khan 
Daulatana,M L C ,of Lahore, Mr Muhammad Ahmad Kazim1 MLA KS 
Gul Muhammad Khan, Advocateof Ferozpore K S Hay: Rashid Ahmadof Dcihi, 
Syed Mohsen Shah, Advocate Lahore K B Hap Rahim Bukhsh of Lahore K B 
Sycd Maratib Ah Shah of Lahore, and Pir Taj ud-Din of Lahore 


The following resolutions were unanimously carricd 


1 Thatthis mecung of the Council of All India Mushm League postpones the 
annual session of the All India Muslim Leauge which was to be held in 
Lahore durin § the Easter Holidays for the present in deference tothe wishes 
of Mr M A Jinnah President of the League * 


2 ‘The Council ofthe All India Muslim League offers 1ts heart felt sympathies 
to the relatives of those unarmed Mushm members of the funeral procession 
of the late Abdul Qayum who were killed by firing at Karachi on the 19th 
of March 1935 and condemns the refusal of the Government to appomt a 
Committec of enquiry Inthe opimon of this Council, 1f the local authonties 
had shown the necessary patience and foresight, blood could certainly have 
been avoided We fcel itis the duty of the Government to satisfy the public 
over the conduct of the local authoriucs and for this we demand that a 


bid, pp 21 22 


*Larlier the Chairman of the Recepuon Committee at Lahore wrote to the central League 
office as follows enclosing the resolution of the Reception Committee on the subject 


5, Temple Road, Lahore, dated 13 April 1935 


Dear Sir, ] am directed by Dr Khalifa Shujaudin Saheb Chairman Reception Committee 
AH India Mushm League Lahore to forward you a copy of the resolution adopted 
unanimously by the members of the ea. Committee in an emery. meeting of the 
said committee on Furday the 12th A 1935 for your information and to request you 
Jandly tolet this office know of the final decision amved at by the Council of League Iam, 
Dear Sor, Yours faithfully Alt Asghar — 


A meeting of the Rata. Committee of the All India Mushm ue was held on 
Enday the 12th Apnl 1935 at 5 p m inthe Council Hall of the Anjuman Himayat 1 Islam, 
Lahore On account of unavoidable absence of the Chairman Pir Tajuddin presided, and 
the correspondence between the Chairman Reception Committee and Mr Mohammad 
Ah Jinnah and the Central League Deihn was considered and after some discussion the 
following resolution was unanimously adopted 
That in view of the opimion expressed by Mr Jinnah the Recepuon Committee 
wul have no objection to pos ng the Session of the All India Mushm League 
announced to be held dunng ter 1935 if the Council of the All India Muslim 
ue so decides and that 1n that event the session be postponed to a date to be fixed 
by Council of the All India Mushm League 


‘It was resolved further that the Reception Committee continue functioning as before 
Muslim League Documents, Vol 168, Annual Session at Bombay, 1936, p 12. 
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committee of enquiry should be aE micd forthwith by the Government of 
India with amayority of thenon official clected members of the Legislative 
Assembly to enquire into the extent, justification and necessity of firing at 
Karachi as m our opimion no casc has yet been established by Government 
to justify their conduct to resort to finng and the use of the Military on this 
occasion We also demand that adequate compensation should be paid to 
the relatives of the dcceased and to the disabled, and thaton the findings of 
the commutec of enquiry, persons found gurlty of negligence be suitably 
and adequately punish 


RAHIM BAKHSH K B 
Working Secretary, All India Muslim Conference 


4 


Delhi, Emergency Counci! Meeting, 22 June 1935? 


Resoluuon No 1 


This meeting of the Council of the All India Muslim League extends its heartfelt 
sympathy with the suffercrs of Quctta Earthquake and appeals to the Musalmans of 
Indiatoconserve theircnergics and moncy and be prepared whcn the call comes for 
help in rebuilding the devastated area © Council congratulates the Mushm 
community all over India in their spontaneous help to the Earthquake sufferers in 
general and to their brethren an faith in peucla and 1s confident that the 
appeal when madc, for men and moncy will be met with utmost gencrosity The 
Council also placcs on record 11s sincere thanks to the Government and specially 
to the military authonnes m Baluchistan for their sympathy, energy and zeal in 
saving human lives and in attending the wounded from earthquake Special 
thanks of the League arc duc to Lord and Lady Willingdon who are shortly 


proceeding to affected arca to personally scrutimisce the situauion for the purpose of 
relief and salvage operations 


Resolunon No 2 


The Counci] of the League views with apprehension the amended Clause 
No 299 of the Government of India Bill, as 1 has passed the House of Commons as 
ivisualises a great danger in 1ito the Communal A ward and the system of Separatic 
Electorate The Councilis of opinion that the position in which the Award could be 
altered by the decisions of the Legislature will never be acceptabie to the Musalmans 
of India, because majonty of the Legistaturcs having a Hindu majority a decision 


adverse to the best interests of the Muslim community could be regarded a foregone 
conclusion 


The Council urges upon the Governmentof India and the Bntish Government to 


Be et ie clause in the House of Lords as to remove all causes of Muslim mistrust 
and fear 


The Council has stated times out of number and neterates 1t again that only the 
Mushm community 1s the best judge as to when the system of Separate Electoraic 
should be given up and how the Communal Award could be altered or amended 


'For Jinnah s speech on the subyect in the Legislative Assembly on 19 March 1935 
condemning the government action, see Waheed Ahmad (ed ), Quaid 1 Azam Mo. 

Alt Jinnah Speeches, op cit, pp 6975 Jinnah spoke on K L. Gauba s adjournment 
motion winch was camed 67 votes to 52 Jannah voting for 11 
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and tl] such time the Muslim community do not exphcitly express its desire in 
favour of change, the Bntush Government would adhere to the decalration made by 
the Bntish mmisters and incorporated in the Communal Award namcly the Award 
could only be altered by mutual agreement between the parties concerned 


The Council therefore resolves to take all legitimate and consututional steps to 
have the clause amended in accordance with the Muslim wishes With this arm in 
view the Council resolves to lead a deputation to His Excellency the Viceroy in 
conyuncuon with All India Muslim Conference and authonse K B Hafiz Hedayat 
HosainC TE andK B S M Abdulla to arrange a jomt meeting in Dethi to give 

ractcal] effect to this resolution and also requests His Highness the Aga Khan and 

x M A Iinnah to take immediate and cmphauc steps in London to ensure 
amendmentin Clause 299 of the B1ll in the House of Lords 


KHAN BAHADUR S M ABDULLA 
Honorary Joint Secretary, All India Muslim League 
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Delhi [Office of the Mushm League, Ballmaran Street}, 
Council Meeting, 21 July 1935! 


Resolution No 1 


That this joint mecting of the Council of the All India Mushm League and 
Working Committee of the All India Muslim Conference while reaffirming the 
rcsolunon of the cmergent mecung of the Council of the All India Muslim League 
held on the 22nd June 1935 relating to the Quetta earnestly appeals for moncy for 
rchef of the sufferers from the disaster to be paid to the Viceroy’s fund 


Resolution No 2 


That this jomt meeting of the Council of the All India Muslim League and the 
Working Committee of the All India Mushm Conference expresscs 11s sympathics 
with the sufferers from the disastrous fire that destroyed portions of the town of 
Peshawar and Abbottabad 


Resolution No 3 


That this joint mecting of the All India Muslim League and the working 
Committee of the All India Muslim Conference while recognizing thc full value of 
the statements issued by the government of India and utterances ofthe Secretary of 
State for India and the other members of the Bntish Cabinet promismg full 
adherence to the Communal Award and repeating the pledge not to deprive any 
community of the rights conferred under the Award 1s of opimon that the 
amendments finally effected 1n clause 304 do not go far enough to cover the 
picdges given to thc Musaimans 


That this meeting again strongly emphasising the necessity of adhenng to the 
Award further urges that no right granted under the Award would be taken away 
from the community without its consent and without an agreed settlement between 


the communites concerned 
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Resolution No 4 


That this joint meetang of the Council of the All India Muslim League and the 
Working Committee of the All India Muslim Conference views with abhorrence 
the sacnh gious action of the Sikhs in demolishing Shahidgany Mosque at Lahore 
for 1t 1s bound to create unbndgeable gulf between the relation of the two 
communities which ts detrimental to the peaccful development of the country and 
the success of the future reforms in the province This meeting also views with 
much dissatisfaction the action of the Punjab Government in rigorously enforcing 
the curfew order as against the Muslims while not checking the mflux of the 
Sikh Jathas in Lahore This curfew order 1s also an unwarrantcd interference in 
religion as the Mushms cannot offer their Maghnb_ Isha and morning prayers in 
Jamaat [congregation] This meeting 1s of opinion that the situation at Lahore was 
much accentuated by the presence of many Sikh Executive Officers in Lahore and 
presses upon the Government the desirability of their immediate transfer and stop 
the reckless shooting of the Musalmans by thc order of the said officers 


This meeting 1s of opimon that the Government order against Maulana 7 afar Aly 
Khan and Sycd Habccb Saheb and others [1s} unjustlied and urges upon the 
Government the withdrawal of the said order 


It further calls upon the Govemmcent to restore the site of the mosquc to the 
Mushms and put themin posscssion of sufficient funds for building the Mosquc by 
recovering the requisite funds from the Sikhs 


Resolunon No 5 


This mecting of the Council of the All India Muslim Leaguc and the Working 
Committee of the All India Muslim Confcrence to correspond with Icaders of the 
Punjab if a deputation to the Viceroy on the Shahidgany Mosque will be useful 1f 
so adviscd, to take all necessary steps for arrangement to [of] deputation 


S Shamsul Hasan 
Assistant Secretary All India Muslim League 
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Delhi (Office of the Mushm League, Ballamaran Street], 


Council Meeting, 30 December 1935, M_ A. Jinnah 
presided! 


Present 


M A hnnah Esqr—im chair 

Maulv: Sir Muhammad Yakub,M L A 
Nawab Saheb Chhattari 

Syed Muhammad Habib 

S| Mahmud Sher Sahcb 

Maulvi ayes Abdul Jabbar Saheb 
Maulana Mazharuddin Saheb 
/amuiruddin Ahmad Saheb Patna 
Nawabvada Khurshaid Ali Khan Sahcb 
Maulvi Farvand Ali Saheb Ahmadi 


DERARUEWN— 
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11 Syed Naimul Haq Saheb, Patna 

12 h Fateh Muhammad Sahcb, Lahore 
13 Capt Habiburrahman Sahcb,C I E 
14 Maulvi Shafi Daood: Sahcb 

15 S HahmulahS Jung Saheb 

16 Sh Habiburrahman Saheb 

17 Kh Ghulam Samdan: Saheb 

18 Hakim 7 aki Ahmad Saheb 

19 Prof Mirza Muhammad Said Sahcb 
20 Nawabzada Lraquat Ah Khan Saheb 
21 K S Haji Rashid Ahmad Sahcb 

22 K B SM Abdulla 

23 Sh Abdul Haq Sahcb 

24 Nawab Jamshaid Ali Khan Saheb 
25 K B Nawab Ahmad Yar Khan Saheb Daulatana 
26 Khawaja Ghulam Sibtain Sahcb 

27 Nawab Aziz Ahmad Khan Sahcb 

28 Maulvi Abdul Hai Saheb 

29 Syed Muhammad Jafri Sahcb 

30 Muhammad Abdul Ahad Sahcb 

31 Syed Mahmud Shah Saheb 


Resolution No 1! 


Resolved that the Council of the All India Muslim Lceaguc places on record 1ts 
dcep sense of sorrow and loss on the sad deaths of K B Hay: Hafiv Muhammad 
Hcdayat Hosam Sahcb C 1 E of Cawnpore and Shenff Dewy: Cann Saheb of 
Bombay and conveys its condolence to the members of the burcaved fariities 


Resoluuon No 2 


Resolved that Mr M A hinnah be clectcd Presidcnt of the All India Muslim 
Leaguc for onc year ending Apri] 1937 or ull the end of the next Annual Session at 
the end of war 


Resolution No 3 


Resolvcd that the 24th Annual Session of the All India Muslim League be held 
at Bombay on 1 1th and 12th April 1936 in Easter Hohdays 


Resoluuon No 4 


Resolved that the Delhi Provincial Muslim Leaguc be affiliated to the All India 
Muslim League 


Resoluuon No 5 


Resolved that Maulv:1 Sir Muhammad Yakub K1 ,M LA , be clected Honorary 
Sccrctary of the Lcague 


Resoluuon No 6 


Resolvcd that the choice of elected (sic) a President of the next Annual Session 
of the League to be held at Bombay be Icft to Mr M A Jinnah among the 


following 


Sir Faz! 1-Husain 

Begum Sahcba Mian Shah Nawaz 
Sir Sultan Ahmad 

Nawabzada Liaquat Ah Khan 


hWNe 
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Resolution No 7 


Resolved that the Council of the All India Mushm League having examined the 
situation created by the Shahidgany Mosque dispute and various incidents thathave 
taken place deeply regret the most unfortunate positon created and feels that the 
Pun. vabGovenancal have mishandled the situation and request the Government of 
India to review the situation and order an enquiry by appointing an impartial 
committee with regard to matters generally 


The All India Mushm Eeapue Council further appeals to all parties and leaders 
of the vanous communites that in the general and larger interest of the people of 
the Punjab to find a peaceful solution without delay 


S Shamsul Hasan 
Assistant Secretary, All India Muslim League 
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Delhi, [office of the Muslim League, Ballimaran Street] 
Council Meeting, 29 February 1936, M.A. Jinnah presided! 


Present 


1 MA Jinnah Esqr—u chair 
The Hon Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan MCS 
Muhammad Achar Ah Saheb, M L A 
Maulvi Sir Muhammad Yakub, MLA 
Prof Mirza Muhammad Said Saheb 
K B Syed Bahauddin Saheb 
Siddique Ali Khan Saheb MLA 
Abdul Matin Choudhn Saheb,M LA 
Maulvi Syed Murtaza Bahadur,M LA 
Muhammad Anwarul Azim Saheb MLA 
MaulviA K Fazlul Hug Saheb, MLA 
SM Habeeb Saheb 
Sh Abdul Hug Saheb 
14 KB SM Abdulla Saheb 
15S) KS Hay Rashid Ahmad Saheb 
16 MA Ahad Saheb 
17 Nawabzada Halim Jung Saheb 

K B Ahmad Yar Khan Saheb Daulatana 
19 The Hon Syed Abdul Hafeez Saheb, MCS 
20 Kh Ghulam Samdan Saheb 
21° Hilal Ahmad Saheb Zubair 
22 Maulana Shaukat Ali Saheb MLA 
23 Nawab Aziz Ahmad Khan Saheb 


The Hon Syed Hossain Imam Saheb,M CS 
Resolution No 1 


WN=OCeETIANAWN 


at et tet 


Resolved that Sir Syed Wazir Hasan be elected to preside over the 24th Annual 
Scssion of the All 


India Musl Le 11th and 
12th Apnl 1936 1a Shim League to be held at Bombay on 1ith an 
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Resolution No 2 


This meeting of the Council of the All India Muslim League placcs on record 
their appreciation of the noble services rendered by Mr M A Jinnah towards 
the settlement of Shahidgan dispute and wishes him success in Sangin ig about an 
everlasting peace and goodwill amongst different communities in the yab 


Resoluuon No 3 


This meeting of the Council also places on record its appreciation of the 
truc Islamic spimt, enthusiasm, disciphne and sincerity ofthe Musalmans of 
the Punjab in general and Musalmans of Lahore in particular 


Resoluuon No 4 


This meeting of the Council of the All India Musiim League appreczates that at 
last fnendly gesture has becn madc by the Punjab Govemmentin the terest 
of the peace in the country 


Resolution No 5 


This meeting of the Council of the All India Mushm League places on record tts 
sense of sorrow on the sad demise of Mrs Kamala Nehru and cxpresses its 
sympathy with Pandit Jawaharlal Nchru 


S Shamsul Hasan 
Assistant Secretary, All India Muslim League 
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Bombay, [in the pandal of the Mushm League at 
Ferozeshah Mehta Road] Council Meeting, 12 April 1936' 


Resolution No 1 


Resolved that members of different provinces, list enclosed? be elected to 
the Council for a period of 3 years under Section 11(5) of the Constituuion 
and Rules of the ague and undcr Resolution No 13 passed at the Annual} 
Session held at Bombay provided they sign the Apphcation Forms of the League 
and pay their Annual Subscnption Rs 12/- 


Resolution No 2 
Resolved that the election of the two Joint Secretanes be left to the next Council 


meeting 


LIAQUAT ALI KHAN (Nawabzada), MLA (UP) 
Honorary Secretary All India Mushim League 


bid, p 8 
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Delhi, [office of the Muslim League, Ballimaran Street], 
Council Meeting, 26 April 1936, M A. Jinnah presided’ 


Present 


RWIAURWN-HOCMIANAWN 


ae ee ee ee 


19 


M A Jinnah Esqr ,M L A—inchair 
F A Sattar Ahmad MLA 
Abdul Matin Choudhr: MLA 
Prof Mirza Muhammad Said Sahch MLA 
Mirza Abdul Qadir Beg Saheb, Advocate Ajmer 
Syed Abdul Jabbar Sahcb, Ajmer 
* B Muhammad Aslam Sahcb Safi, Mecrut 
Col Nawab Sir Muhammad Ahmad Said Khan Chhattar1 
Hilal Ahmad Saheb /ubain Delhi 
Sh Abdul Haque Sahcb Delhi 
Choudhry Khaliquzzaman Sahcb Advocate, Lucknow 
Maulana Enayatullah Sahch, Farang: Mahal, Lucknow 
Hakim Abdul Hascecb Saheb Lucknow 
Syed /akir Ahi Sahcb, Lucknow 
Nawab Muhammad Ismail Khan Sahcb, Mcerut 
The Hon Mahmood Padshah MCS 
The Hon Hossain Imam Saheb, MC S 
Halimullah S Jung Saheb 
Kr Ismail Ali Khan Saheb MLA 
Maulvi Syed Murtaza Sahcb Bahadur ML A 
K S Hay: Rashid Ahmad Sahcb 
K S Farvand Ah Khan Sahcb Qadian 
Sh Zahur Ahmad Saheb Allahabad 
The Hon Sir Sardar Ghulam Cassim Mitha MCS 
Siddique Ali Khan Saheb MLA 
et M Amuinuddin Saheb Sahrai Lahore 
K S Muhammad Siddig Sahcb, Multan 
SM Taqi Sahcb Amroha 
Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan Saheb MLA 
Dr Sir Shafaat Ahmad Khan Allahabad 
Syed Muhammad Jafn Saheb Delhi 
© Hon Raja Ghavanfar Ali Khan Saheb MC S 

Sycd Muhammad Ashraf Saheb Mecrut 
Syed Muhammad Husain Saheb Allahabad 

akhim /aki Ahmad Saheb Delhi 
Maulana Shaukat Ali Saheb MLA 
Nawab A717 Ahmad Khan Sahcb, Dclhi 
M Ghiasuddin Sahub,M LA 
Nawab Mumtaz Hasan Khan Sahcb 
Iftukhar Ali Sahcb, Advocate, C P 
Nawabsada Liaquat Ah Khan Sahutb MLC 
K B SM Abdullah Saheb 
Sardar Muhammad Ahmad Khan Sahcb,M L A 
Ch Muhammad Ismail Khan Sahcb,M LA 
Muhammad Nauman Saheb ML A 
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The namesofK B SM Abdullah Nawab Jamshaid Als Khan and Mr Hussain 
Mahk were duly proposed and seconded for the office of Jomt Sccretanes Nawab 
Jamshaid Ah an’s name was withdrawn and KB SM _ Abdullah and Mr 
Hussain Mahk were duly elected Jomt Secretaries 


The question about the formation of Central and Provincial Election Board was 
discussed 


The Report of the Commitee appoinicd to suggest changes m the Constitution 
and Rules of the League was submitted and it was resolved that 11 may be 
circulated amongst the members before the next Annual Session 


The question of improving the financial condition of the League was postponed 
for the consideration of the next mecting of the Council 


LIAQUAT ALI KHAN (Nawabsada) MLA ,(UP) 
Honorary Secretary All India Muslim Leaguc 


10 


Lahore [Mohammedan Hall], Council Meeting, 9 June 
1936,M A Jinnah presided’ 


Resolution No 1 


Arcsolution of condolence was passed all standing on the untimcly death of Dr 
M A Ansari 


2 Mr M A Jinnah read to the House a Icttcr received by him from Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru about the formation of a Civil Libcrucs Union m India The 
Council of the Leaguc passed the following resolution 


That the Counci! of the All India Muslim League while fully sympathising and 
appreciating with the principle underlymg India Civil ‘Libertics Umion, itis at 
present unable to express any opimion in the absence of further dctails ull ut takes 
adcfinite shape The leucrofMr Jawaharlal thercfore be recorded with thanks and 
the resolution be communicated to him 


3 The following resolution was proposed by Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan but was 
disallowed by the President on point of order 


Whercas the All India Muslim League passed a resolution 1n its last 
Annual Scssion in Bombay to contest the forthcoming clection to the 
Provincial Asscemblics it 1s hercby resolved that any membcr of the All India 
Mushm League against whom 1t ts proved that during the aforesaid election 
he opposed any of the candidate put by the Elecuon Board, his name shall be 
removed from the membership of the Muslim League at once ’ 


4 The following gentlemen were elected as members of the Council of the All 
India Muslim League 


Punjab 1 Syed Amjad Al: Sahcb 
2 Sardar Muhammad Nawaz Khan 
3 Mian Fcroruddin Saheb 
4 Ch Fateh Muhammad Sahcb 
5 Sh Hamiduddin Sahcb 
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6 Miran Abdul Haye Saheb 

7? Sh Muhammad Amin Saheb 

8 Mir Maqbool Mahmood Saheb 
9 Ch Afzal Haq Saheb 

10 Maulana Mazhar Ali Azhar 

11 Ch Abdul Aziz Saheb 

12 Kh Ghulam Husain Saheb 

13 Ch Fcrozuddin Sahcb 

14 K B Rajya Muhammad Akram Khan 
15 Sahebzada Nawazish Alt 

16 Sh Khurshid Ahmad Saheb 

17 Mian Abdul Aziz Saheb 

18 Ghulam Rasool Saheb 

19 Prof Inayatullah Saheb 


uP 1 Syed Zahid Alt Saheb Sabzposh 

Madras 1 Nawab Ghulam Ahmad Saheb, 
2 Shafi Muhammad Saheb 

N WFP 1 Sardar Abdurrab Sahcb Nishtar 

Bengal 1 Abdurrahman Saheb Siddiqi 


2131GH Anf Saheb 

3 Shamsuddin Ahmad Saheb 
4 Rajya Karim Sahcb 

5 Wasimuddin Sahcb 

6 Mirza Muhammad Shafi 

7 Abdullah ulBaqi 

8 S A Waseque Saheb 

9 S A Zaman Sahcb 


5 This meeting of the Council of the All India Muslim League expresses 1ts 
sympathy with the Palestine Arabs im their roubles and congratulates on the 
sacnifices which they are offering for the freedom of ther country and proteclion 
of their nghts This mecting of the Council wants the Bntush Government thal ils 
pre jews pe 1s Causing grcat excitement among the Musalmans of India who 

ave been fecling that Bniish statesmen by insisizng on the continuance of this 
policy arc demonstrating that they want to put insurmountable difficulnues in the 
path of the progress and orgimisation of the Arabs in their country The Council 
therefore camesily appomts (sic) to the Muslims of India to observe 19th of June 
1936 as Palestunc Day by obscrving complete suspension of all busmess and by 
holding mectings every where expressing their sympathy with the Arabs Further 
the Council appoints asubcommittee of the following members to considcr ways 
and means of carrying this agiltauon in the country and to take such other steps in 
the matter which it may consider necessary 


Dr Su Muhammad Iqbal Maulana Mufti Kefayatullah Saheb , Maulana Zafar 
Ali Khan, Maulana Shaukat Ali Saheb Shamsuf Ulema Naymul Hasan Sahcb 


Maulana Daood Ghasnavi Sahcb Maulana Shaukat Alt Sahcb will be the 
convener 


LIAQUAT ALI KHAN (Nawabzada),MLA (UP) 
Honorary Secretary, All India Muslim League 
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Delhi, [office of the Mushm League, Ballmmaran Street], 
Council Meeting, 21 March 1937, M.A. Jinnah presided! 


(List of the Members of the Counci] who attended the meeting) ? 


Ttem number 1] and item number 2° were taken up jointly Maulana Shaukat Al: 
stated that all Muslims should unite and decide on one aim and that all should 
work for that particular aim separately and collectively Thereupon Sir 
Muhammad Yamim Khan spoke and stated that first efforts should be made 
to bring together all Mushms and that differences that have been created by the 
last election should be set aside and removed Prolonged discussions were held 
regarding ways and means of organising the Muslims and bnnging them all 
into the League Gencral opinion of the House was that more contacts should 
be established through distnct and provincial branches of the League 


Mr Abdur Rab Nishtar from N W F Province suggested that if the League 
changed its creed 11 may atiract the Muslim youth 


At 130 pm the meeting was adjourned and the House mct again at 3 00 
pm Many members spoke on this part of the suggestion and the general opinion 
of the house was against it The President, Mr Ra A Jmnah explained the real 
nature of the creed of the Leaguc He pomted out that the differences between the 
Hindus and the Muslims were duc not to the lack of nauonalism among the 
Muslims but because of the differences between their culturcs, and that hiscrecd 
was national self government and that if the Muslims decided to yom m he 
would give his wholchcartcd supportto them He emphasized that the Muslims 
must unite as a nation, and then hve ordie as a united nation 


Mr Zakir Ali proposed thatimmediate steps be taken torevive and establish the 
Provincial and District branches of the League throughout India and that every 
member of the Counc1! of the All India Muslim League 1s expected to help in the 
revival or establishment of District and Provincial feacucs The resolution was 
passcd unanimously 


In respond to the invitation of Choudhry Khaliquz7zvaman the Council 
unanimously decided to hold the next Annual Session of the All India Muslim 
League at Lucknow on the 17th, 18th and 19th of April next 


The Hon Nawab Sir Muhammad Yousuf proposed thatMr M A Jinnah be 
requested to preside over the next Annual Session of the Muslim League Nawab 


Ybid pp747 

2Not available un this volume of Muslim League Documents 
3Agenda compnised the following 1tems 

1 To consider the present political situation 


2 To consider what steps should be taken to orgamse the Muslims outside the 
Legislatures and revive the Provincial Branches of the League 


3 To fix the date and place of the Annual Session of the League 
4 Election of President for the Annual Session 


5 To consider the case of those gentlemen who were elected to the Council 
and have neither signed the creed nor sent their annual subscription 1n spite 
of repeated requests and reminders 

6 Any other matter with the permission of the Chair 


Liaguat All Khan, Honorary Soe aes All India Muslim League Notice of the 
Council meeting dated 10 March 1937 [did ,p 73 
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Ismail Khan seconded the motion which was passed unanimously by the 
Council, Mr Jinnah graciously acccptimng 


The Honorary Secretary Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan proposed that names of 
those members of the Council of the League who had not paid their annual 
subscription of the Council in spite of repeated demands be struck off the list But 
this proposal was not acceptcd and instead, on the suggestion of Mr M A Jinnah 

it was resolved that notices under Postal Ccrtuficate should be sent to such 
members on or before the 1st of April next to pay their subscription on or before 
the 15th of Apnl next If their subscription are not paidon or before the 15th 
April their names shall be removed from the list of the members of the Council of 
the League 


The Council resolved that all the members of the Central Legislature should be 
sent the creed of the League 


The Hon ble Muhammad Husain of Allahabad proposed that a small Committcc 
be appomicd torevisc the Constitution and Rulcs of the Leaguc and its suggestions 
be put before the Council at Lucknow for the consideration of the League The 


proposal was acccptcd and the following were nommatcd as membcrs of the 
Committec 


President NawabIsmail Khan Sahcb 
Sccrctary Muhammad Ashraf 
K B_ Masudul Hasan Saheb 
The Hon Hossam Imam 
The Hon Muhammad Husain 
Syed Murtaza Saheb Bahadur 
1an Ghiasuddin Sahcb 
The Honorary Secretary of the League (in his absence any of 
the Jomt Secrctarics) 
Three members shall form quorum 


The Hon Hossain Imam proposed that the Parliamentary Board bce 
dissolved The pare pointed out thatthe Council had no power to dissolve the 
Board since it was a y mdependent of the Council] 


The House unanimously resolved at the instance of Mr A R Nishtar that the 
Council of the All India Muslim League condemns the prcsent policy of_ the 
Government of India with regard io Warsnstan and is of opimion that 1f the 
forward policy indicated by the Government of India 1s pursued, 1t will lead to 
scnous repression throughout India 


The House adjourned at 545 pm 


LIAQUAT ALI KHAN (Nawabzada),M LA ,(UP) 
Honorary Scerctary, All India Muslim League 
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Delhi, [office of the Muslim League], Council Meeting, 
30-31 January 1938,M A Jinnah presided' 


Resolution No 1 


Resolved that this mectuung of the Council of the All India Muslim League 
places on record its deep sense of sorrow and grief at the sad and sudden demisc 
of Nawab Sir Abdul Qayum and Mushir Husain Saheb Kidwai The Council of 
the League conveys its heartfelt condolence to the members of their bercaved 
famuilzes 


Resolution No 2 
Resolved that the resignation of Maulv: Sir Muhammad Yaqub be accepted 
Resolution No 3 


The Council of the All India Muslim League while rccogmsing that the 
Musalmans throughout India are pledge¢d to the restoration of the Shahidganj 
Mosque having fully considered the grave situation which has ansen consequent 
upon the recent decision of the Funiab High Court 1s of oprmon that a Special 
Session of the All India Muslim ague besummoned for that purpose to 
decide upon the final hne of action without delay 


Resolution No 4 


The Council of the All India Muslim League resolves that Fnday the 18th 
of February 1938 be observed as Shahidgany Day and public meetings be held 
all over the country to explain the resolution of the Council of the All India 
Mushm League passed on the 3ist of January 1938 


Resoluuon No 5 


The Council of the All India Muslim League resolves that the ume mentioned 
m sections (c) and (d) of resolution No 15 passed at the last Annual Session of 
the All India Mushm League at Lucknow be extended to the 31st March 1938 


Resolution No 6 


The Council of the All India Muslim League requests the following gentlemen 
to go as soon as possible to the North West Frontier Province with a view to 
orgamse the Musalmans in that province 


Maulana Shaukat Ali Saheb 
Maulana Zafar Ali Khan Saheb 
Maulana Enayatullah Saheb 

Prof Enayatullah Saheb 

M Ah Bahadur Habibullah Saheb 
Mulla Jan Muhammad Saheb 
Jamal Mian Saheb 

Muhammad Ali Saheb Manayar 
Hay: Anisuddin Saheb Sahrai 


LIAQUAT ALI KHAN (Nawabzada), MLA ,(UP ) 
Honorary Secretary, All India Musiim League 


WOOYNAMAWN 


rs ae Ali Khan, Resolutions of the All India Muslim League, October 1937—December 
1938, opat pp 13 14 
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Delhi, [office of the Mushm League], Council Meeting, 
20 March 1938, M.A Jinnah presided’ 


Resoluuon No 1 


Resolved that the Special Session of the All India Muslim League be held 
at Calcutta on the 18th and 19th of Apml 1938 


Resoluuon No 2 


In view of the decision of the Punjab Premicr expressing his readiness 
to resign cvcn if the majorty of the Muslim Members give ther verdict 
disapproving of his action foreshadowed im his recent pronouncement with 
regard to the Shahidgany question the Council realise that the main burden and 
responsibility rests with the Muslim representatives of the Punjab Legislature 
and the public generally The Council appreciate that the gravity and the nature 
of the issucs mvolved are present to the mind of Sir Sikander Hyat and his 
Governmcnt, the assurance given by him in his pronouncement of his making an 
camest altumpt to bring about an honourable settlement of the question 15 
the best course in the opimion of the Council and in this direction lies the way 
of rcstormg and securmg a permancnt peace and goodwill betwecn the two great 
sisttr communitics Muslims and Sikhs whose moral responsibility to each 
other, whose intercsts and the welfare, and the larger mtercst of the Province and 
the country, demand that, with their grcat history, religion and tradition behind 
them, they should rise above the verdicts of Judicial Tribunals and the decisions 
of Legislatures and Government, and rise to the occasion and come to an 
honourable settlement of their own, that failmg such a desideratum of mutual 
agrccementof the partics concerned which will be most unfortunate Council note 
with great satisfaction the determination of the Punjab government that it wall not 
fail to explore and cxhaust all consututional avenues open to them to find a 
sauisfactory and just solution of the problem to which, Council are glad, they 
arc already applying themselves, and that while the final decision as to the 

ghey and the Inne of action can only be decided by the All India Mushm 

aguce the Council in the meanume are willing and ready to render al! 
the assistance and help they can towards the solution of the matter 


Resolution No 3 


This Council recommends to the Session of the League to be held at Calcutta 


on the 18th and 19th of Apn! 1938 that the following new rule be added 
to the Consutuuon as Rule 40 A 


Every Muslim Member of a Provincial Legislature shall be Ex-officio Delegate 
at the Annual or Special Session of the League provided he or she 1s already 
a membcr of some branch of the All India Mushm League and also 1s a Member 
of the Mushm League Party in the Provincial Legislature 


Resoluuon No 4 


Resolved that a commutee of thc following members be formed to consider 
and decide the applications for affiliation that have already been received or that 
may be received hereafter from vanous provinces 


Mbid, pp 15 18 
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Nawab Ismaili Khan Saheb (Chairman) 
Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan Saheb 
KB SM Abdullah Saheb 
HussainM Malik Saheb 

Col A Rahman 

(Quorum 3) 


The decision of the Committee will be subject to confirmation by the Council 


MAbWNHy 


Resolution No 5 


Whereas numerous complaints have reached the Central Office of the hardship, 
ill-treatment and myustice that 1s meted out to the Musluns 1n various Congress 
Government Provinces and particularly to those who are workers and members of 
the Musiim League, the Council resolve that a special Committee be appointed 
consisting of the following members to collect all iuformation, make all 
nea enquimes and take such steps as may be cons:dered proper and to 
submit their report to the President and the Council from time to ume 


Raya Syed Muhammad Mehdi: Saheb (Chairman) 
Mr Al: B Habibullah (Sccretary) 
KB Hay: Rashid Ahmad Saheb 
Syed Ashraf Ahmad 
aulvi Abdul Ghani Saheb,M LA 
Mian Ghiasuddin Saheb MLA 
Syed Zakir Ali Sahcb 
Syed Hasan Reyaz Saheb 
Syed Taqi Hadi Saheb 


Resoluuon No 6 


COWAMAWN— 


Resolved that the Mushm League Flag which was unfurled at the last Annual 
Session of the All India Mushm League at Lucknow 1s to remain the Flag 
of the League 1e Green Flag with Crescent and Star im white 


Resolunon No 7 


Resolved that the Volunteer Corps under League orgamisation all over the 
country be called ‘The Mushm Nahonal Guard of India” and the umform shall 
be green shirt or coat with a badge consisting of Crescent and Star in white 


Resoluuon No 8 


Resolved that the President be authorised to take all necessary steps to form 
a Mushm League party m the Central Legislature at an early date with power 


lo the party so formed to coalesce with any other party or group whose policy 
and programme 1s approximatcly the same as thatof the Al! India Muslim 
ague 


Resoluuon No 9 


Resolved that this meeting of the Council be adjourned ull the 3rd of Apnl 
1938 to elect members to the Council in the event of provincial League failing 
to do so by the 31st of March 1938, the time prescnbed 


LIAQUAT ALI KHAN (Nawabzada), MLA ,(UP) 
Honorary Secretary, All India Muslim League 
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Delhi, [office of the Mushm League], Council Meeting, 
3 April 1938, MA. Jinnah presided 


Resolution No 1 


Resotved that the report of the Sub Committee appointed by the Counc: 


of the All India Mushm League forthe purpose of affihation of Provincial Muslim 
League be adopted 


Resolution No 2 


Resolved that Cnet in the case of C P_ and Ajmer the cxisting members 
ofthe Council of the All India Muslim Leaguc from Provinces whose applications 


for affilrauion have not yet been received or accepted by the Council be adopted 
and vacancies be filled in by the Council 


Resolution No 3 


Resolved that elecuon of the additional members for the Council of the 
All India Muslim rere from Bombay, Sind, Madras, N-WFP and 
Baluchistan be Ieft 10 a Sub Committee of the following members 


Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan 
Husain M Malik 

KB SM Abdulla 
Wahccduddin Ahmad 
Maulana Masharuddin 
(Quorum 3) 


Resolution No 4 


AWN 


Resolved that for the membership of the Council from i ne C P and Aymcr 


the agreed names submitted by the members of the Council from these provinces 
be adopt.d 


Resolution No 5 


Resolved that in the opimen of the Council the proposal of Mr Hossam imam 
and Mr Muhammad Abdul Ghani that the complcte list of the names scent 
by the Brhar Provincial Muslim League for the membcershrp of the Council 
from Bihar be goes was not practicable It was further resolved that the 
existing members of the Council from Bihar should contimuc to be members and 
for the one vacancy /amiruddin Sahch be elected 


Rcsoluuon No 6 

Resolved that the clection of the members of the Council of the All India 
Musiim League from Bengal Orissa and Assam be postponed tll the next 
mectung of the Council 
Resolution No 7 


Resolved that in comphance with the f 
ieee ae p 1 request of the Bengal Presidency Mushm 


of the Speciat Session to be held in Calcutta on 18th and 
ie of April be changed to 17th and 18th (and if necessary) 19th of April 
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Resolution No 8 


Resolved that a Sub Committee of the followmg members of the Council 
of the All India Muslim Leaguc be appointed to enquire into the quesuon of the 
Asansol mosque and submit their rcpori to the Council of the ague as soon 
as possible 


1 Maulana Shaukat Ali Saheb MLA 
2 The Hon HossanImam MCS 
3 Husain M Malik Saheb Bar at Law 


Resolution No 9 


Resolved that a committce of the following members be appomted to draft 
an exhaustive programme on the lines chalked out in Resolution No 14 of the 
last Annual Scssion regarding economic social and cducational matters and 
submit their report in the next meeting of the Council 


The Hon Hossain Imam 
Syed Ghulam Bhik Saheb Nairang 
Syed Hasan Reyaz 
aw absada Khurshid Ali Khan 
The Hon Hay Muhammad Husain (Convenor) 


LIAQUAT ALI KHAN (Nawabsada) MLA (UP) 
Honorary Scerctary All India Muslim League 


ADWN 
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Calcutta, |Mushm Institute], Council Meeting, 17 Aprii 
1938, M_ A. Jinnah presided’ 


Resolution No 1 


Resolved that the following Provincial Muslim Leagues be affilhatcdto the 
All India Muslim League 


1 Bihar Provincial Musiim League 
2 N WE Provincial Muslim Lrcague 
3 Ajmer Provincial Mushm League 


Resoluuon No 2 


Resolved that the applicahon of the Punjab Provincial Muslim Leaguc be 
considcred by the Affihation Commuittce 


Resoluuon No 3 


Resolved that a copy of the complaints against the Dclhi Provincial Mushm 
Leaguc by some Mcmbers of the Council of the Delhi Provincial Muslim League 
and others be sent to the President of the Delhi Provincial Muslim Leaguc for such 
explanation as thcy may think proper and that the matter be placed before the next 
mecting of the Council 


Resolution No 4 


Resolved that the following be elected as members of the Council of the 
All India Mushm League 
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(List omitted) 
Resolution No 5 


Resolved that the report regardmg economic, social and educational 
matters submitted by the Committee that was appomted under resolution 
No 9 of the Council passed at 1ts meeung on the third of Apnl, 1938, be 
considered at the next meetung of the Council 


LIAQUAT ALI KHAN (Nawabzada),M LA ,(U P ) 
Honorary Secretary All India Mushm League 
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Deihi, [office of the Muslim League], Council Meeting, 
30-31 July 1938, M A Jinnah presided’ 


Resolution No 1 


Resolved that the invitauon of the Bihar Provincial Muslim League to hold 
the next Annual Session in Bihar be accepted and that the Session be held 
at Pama during Xmas holidays The Bihar Provincial Muslim League be 
informed that as ropes its request for a share in the Visitors and Delegates’ 
fers the matter will be considered by the Counci] and an equitable adjustment 
made 


Resolution No 2 


Resolved that an Industnal Exhibition be held on the occasion of the Annual 


Session of the League at Patna and Raja Saheb Pirpur be appomted to organise 
the Exhibition 


Resolution No 3 


Resolved that (a) a Sub Committee be appointed for propaganda and Publicity 
(b) a Fund Committee be appoinicd for the purpose of raismg funds and the 


Council directs the Working Committce to select the personnel of these two 
commitices 


Resolutuuon No 4 


Resolved that a Sub Committee of the following persons be appomted to 


examine the scheme of the Muslim National Guard and to submit their report to 
the Working Committee within one month 


Nawab of Chhattan 

Capt Su Sher Muhammad Khan 

Abdul Kadir Shaikh, 

Sardar Aurangzeb Khan Sahcb, 

Capt Nawab Jamshed Ah Khan, 

Syd Eizaz Rasul Saheb, 

Rashid Hosain Qidwai and 

MM S§ Ispaham, Convener of the Committee 


(Quorum 3 ) 


ZAIAARWNH 
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Resolution No 5 


Resolved that ‘Palesune Day’ be observed throughout India on Fnday the 
26th of August and the Council requests all the Muslim League organisations 
and appeals to the Musalmans to hold mectings condemning the unyust, 
repressive and mhuman policy that 1s pursued by the Bntsh Government 
and offer prayers for the complete success of our Arab brethren in their honour- 
able and just struggle for the freedom of their country 


The Council further appoints a committee consisting of the following members 
to consider the question of sending an influential deputation abroad specially to 
Palestine and England and directs the Committee to consider the ways and means 
by which an effective pressure can be brought to bear upon the British 
Govecnment and also advise the Council with regard to the question of the 
boycott of Brinsh goods 


Maulana Shaukat Al: Saheb, 

Maulana Zafar Ali Khan Saheb, 

Abdurrahman Saheb Siddiqi, 

Maulana Kutubuddin Abdul Wali Saheb 

Maulana Hasrat Mohan Saheb 

Maulana Mazharuddin Saheb and 

Aziz Ahmad Khan Sahcb, Convencr of the Committce 


NAUL WN 


Resolution No 6 


The Council of the All India Mushm League finds from the Press reports 
that efforts are berng made im England between the Bntish Government and 
some of the leaders of Indian opinion to bring aboutcertain modifications in 
the Federal Scheme embodied m the Governmentof India Act 1935 in order 
that India may work the Federal Constitution The Muslim League therefore, 
wishes to make 1 clear that it will not be bound by any adjustment that may be 
armved at without its approval and consent and further warns the British 
Government against such an action being taken without consulting and 
asccrtaining the vicws of the Musalmans of India and of the consequences that 
may follow 


Resoluuon No 7 


Resolved that the scheme as proposed by the Congress forthe Constituent 
Assembly 1s not acccptable as the Council considers it most myunmous and 
detrimental to the interests of Musalmans 


Resolution No 8 


The Council of the Al) India Muslim League condemns the action of the 
N WFP Government in imposing a fine of Rs 2,500 on all the inhabitants 
of Mardan in consequence of the murders of a few persons and request the 
said Government to set aside its order at earliest opportune moment 


Resoluuon No 9 


Resolved that the complamt agamst the Provincial Muslim League Delhi 
together with the explanation of the President of the said League be referred 
to the Working Committee for such action as it may deem proper 


Resolution No 10 


Resolved that the question of disciplinary action against K B Hay Rashid 
Ahmad be referred to the Working Committee for such action asit may consider 
proper 

LIAQUAT ALI KHAN (Nawabzada) MLA ,(UP) 
Honorary Secretary, All India Muslim League 
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Delhi, [Office of the Muslim League}, Council Meeting, 
4 December 1938, M.A. Jinnah presided! 


Resolution No 1 


Resolved that this mectung of the Council of the All India Muslim Leaguc 
expresses 1s deepest feelings of sorrow and gricf at the sad demisc of Ataturk 
Ghazi Mustafa Kemal Pasha whom it acknowledges as atruly great personality 
inthe Islamic world a great general and a great statesman He rebuilt and revived 
the Turkish Nation after its dcfcat and disintegration and, in spite of opposition 
from the European powcrs succeeded indcfeating the enemies of Turkcy and 
within a short ume brought hrs country to the front rank of nations B 
cstabhshing a concord and alliance of the Eastern Nations he guided the East to 
the truc goal of political powcr and prosperity His memory will mspirc Muslims 
all over the world with courage, perseverance and manliness With this 
expression of its heartfelt gnef the meeting of the Council of the Al India Mushm 
League wishcs to convey its message of sympathy and condolence to the Turkish 
Nation in tts great bercavemcnt 


Resolution No 2 


Resolved that this meeting of the Council of the Alt India Muslim League 
Cxpresses 16 sincere appreciation of the multifarious scrvices rendered by the 
late Maulana Shaukat Ah to the nation Hc cxerted himself greatly for the 
establishment of the Muslim University, and he was one of the founders of 
Khudam 1-Kaba organization The success of the Khilafat movement was to 
a grcat extent duc to his organising ability and his unuring cffort, and for this 
he cheerfully bore all the hardships of impnsonmcnt He gave his energies to 
saving the Mushms from the perilof the Nehru Report while he worked 
unccasingly tll the very last in order to ensure the success of the present 
aa eanisauen of the Muslim League Ali his activitics invariably aimed at winning 
independence for India and at the establishment of a lasung concord among the 
vanouscommunitics of India He had thc courage and capacity to suffer paticntly 
and like a trac Mushm he was always ready to sacrifice “himself for Islam 
His namc deserves a prominent place m the history of India’s suugegle for frecdom 


This mecting of the Council of the All India Mushm League 1s overwhelmed 
with sorrow at the sudden death of the grcat leader whose personality was an 
epitome of all the virtucs — sclf sacrifice, high resolution amrableness and 
(ruc friendship His death is an irreparable national loss and the Council offers 
praycrs for the deccascd and heartfelt condolence to the bereaved family 


Resoluuon No 3 


Resolved that the Council of the All India Mushm League places on record 
is appreciation of late Sir Mohammad Iqbal as a sage, philosopherof Islam 
and a grcat national poct He urged the Muslims to build their future in 
consonance with their great past Though he is not among us, he lives for ever 


mm his imperishable verses which would conunuc to inspire the life and actions of 
the Mushms all over the world 


This mccung of the Council deepl 
y mourns for him and offers fervent praycrs 
to the Almighty that soul of the deceased may rest im peace oe 


"Ibid pp 50 58 
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Resoluuon No 4 


Resolved that this meeting of the Council of the All India Mushm League 
sives expression to its sincere sorrow at the death of Nawab Sir Muhammad 

uzzamullah Khan and records its appreciation of the great services which 
he has rendered to the cause of Muslim cducation and of his generous help 
m vanous other spheres of national life 


Resolution No 5 


Resolved that the report of the Affillaunon Sub Commutce regarding the 
affiliation of the Bombay Presidency Muslim League be confirmed 


The consideration of the question of the National guard on all India basis 
was deferred 


The Report of the Palestine Committee was placed bcfore the Council and 
notcd 


Resolution No 6 


Resolved that the Report of the Sub-Commuuce regardmg Economic 
Programme be sent to various Provincial Muslim Leagues for their opmion 


Mr MA Jinnah was unanimously clected President of the All India Muslim 
League for the ncxt year 


Resolution No 7 


Resolved that the clecuon of the members for the Council of the All India 
Muslim Leaguc from provinces which have failed to make [hold] elections within 
the prescnbed ume be Icft to the President and the Secretary of the All India 
Mushm League 


Resoluuion No 8 


Resolved that this meeting of the Council of the All India Muslim League 
appoints a Committee consisting of the gentlemen noted below who shall report 
on the following poimts at the next mecting of the Leaguc at Patna 


1 Whuther the Wardha Scheme would have the effect of preventing 
or circumscribing the progress of the Urdu Language and Urdu script 
and whether 11 would tend to obhterate or weaken the religious 
traditions and culture of the Indian Muslims so that they might lose 
their separate national identity and be moulded according to the 
political ideals of the Congrcss 


2 Whether itrs essential that the Muslims should have their own separate 
organisation for education which should be under theirown control and 
how this could be cffected 


It was further resolved that withm three months the Committee shall submit to 
the All India Muslim League an educational scheme’ which should provide 
such education for Muslim boys and girls as would create in them an Islamic 
mentality, strengthen the Islamic characteristics and at the samc time, fully 
equip them to meet the cxigencies of the present age 


1 Dr Zafarui Hasan 

2 Dr Kadn 

3 Syed Nawab Ali Saheb 

4 aulana Zafar Ali Khan 

5 Dr Khalifa Shujauddm 

6 Karimurraza Khan Saheb 

7 Maulana Burhanut Haq Saheb 

8 Raya Saheb Pirpur Convener of the Commuttce 


‘See Council Meeting Resolutions No 4 25 December 1938 (appendix XVIII 18) and No 
3 8 April 1939 (appendix XVHI 19) 
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Mr ZH Lan moved the following resoluuon which was seconded by Mr 
Abdul Waheed Khan 


‘The All India Muslim League Council declares that the speech of 
Sir Stkander Hyat Khan at Simla assuring the Bnush government of 
unconditional support im men and money m case of war docs m no 
way reflect the opmion of the Musalmans of India and warns responsible 
members of the Mushm League against making pronouncements of such 
a rature without reference to the League " 


The Hon Sir Sikander Hyat Khan opposed the resolunon Mr M A Jinnah 
the President of the League, intervened in the debate The resolution was by leave 
of the Council withdrawn 


Resolution Nos 2 and 3 standing inthe name of Z H Lan were not moved 


Resolution No 10 


Resolved that a committee of the follow ne poe Hay Sir Abdoola 
Haroon (Chairman)2 Nawab Sahib Mamdot aya Saheb Mahmudabad, 4 Mr 
Aurangzcb Khan —- be appointed to give effect to the followmg resoluuons 


(with power to co opt ) 


1 That deputanon of Ulama and well known leaders of Muslim 
minority provinces UP, Bihar, Ornssa,C P and Madras, etc , be 
organised to tour through the Punjab N -W F Province and Sind 
in order to acquamt the Muslims of these provinces of the 


repressive policy of the Congress Ministnes towards the Muslim 
munoritics 


2 A scond deputation be organised to tour throughout the Islamic 
countnits to remove the musunderstanding created by the 
Congress leaders that the Muslims of India are not pamiots and 
that thcy are betraying the intcrest of their mothcriand 


3 A third deputation be organised to put the real conditions 1n India 
before the vanous nations and expose the Congress attitude 
towards the minorities of India 


Resoluuon Nos 1 and 2 standing in the name of Maulana Sibghatullah Sahcb 
were not moved 


Resolution No 11 


Resolved that Commiutiee consisting of Sir Syed Riva Ah, Mr Barkat Ah, 
Mr Ghulam Imam, Maulana Jamaluddin, Abdul Wahab Saheb, Maulana 7 afar 
Ahmad Saheb and Mr Ashraf (Convener), (Quorum 4) bc appointed to examime 
the Mushm Dissoluuon of Mamagc Bill now pending before the Central 
Legislauve Assembly and send ther oprmon and recommendation to the 


President and the Secretary of Muslim League Party in the Central Legislative 
Assembly 


Resolution No 12 


Resolved that any member of Muslim League who is associated with any 


bas, whose general] policy is gupeece to the Muslims should not be allowed to 
ome or Temamn a member of the Mushm League ' The decision in this regard 


‘About the same tme the Con 

December 1936) by a resolution declared the Muslim League along with Hindu 

c ahasabha, a communal organization and debarred ‘members of any elected Congress 
ommuttee from becoming a member of the League See appendix XXII 26 


gress Working Commuttee meeting at Wardha (11 16 


APPENDIX XVIII 615 


will rest with the Executive Council of the Provincial Muslim League subject to 
appeal to the Working Committee of the All India Mushm League 


Rescluuon No 13 


In Central or Provincial Legislatures where parties have been formed all 
those members who are members of the Muslim League should be asked to 
jou the League parties ' If any member refuses to join the League party in a 

ovincial gisiature the Provincial Muslim League may take such 
discrplin action as it thinks proper In the case of Central Legislature, the 
Working Committee of the All India Muslim League may take such disciplinary 
action as 1t may deem proper 


Resolution No i4 


Resolved that every endeavour should be made tosecure im accordance with the 
new Constitution, the mght of Separate Elecuon for the Mushms in all 
Municipal Commiuttecs, Dismmct Boards District Council and other local bodies 


Resoluuon No 15 


Resolved that the followmg proposed resolutions be forwarded to the 
Propaganda and Publicity Committce for such action as it thinks proper 


That in order to counteract the Muslim Mass Contact Movement launched 
by the Congiess, the following measures be adopted 


G)In every province and distmct where the spiritual mflucnce of the 


Ulama could be uulized for the PuTpese brief Fatwas and mamfcstoes 
should be issued on behalf of the Ulema in which the Muslims should 
be warmed against yoming the Congress and the disadvantages from the 
rehgious point of view of any association with the Congress should 
be clearly and emphatically explained to them These Falwas should 
be published under the authority of the All India Mushm Leaguc through 
the agency of the local League in the language of cach provmcce or distinct 


qn) In consultation with Ulcma some suitably qualified Muslims should be 
appointed to address Friday Congregations and other Muslim gatherings 
and also meetings held in rural arcas on the subject of the rcligious 
turpitude and sccular harm which is ikcly to result for the Muslims by 
their yomning the Congress 


t 


Qn) Having regard to the fact that tn certain pubhc offices, undue pressure 1s 
put on Muslim subordinates by thei official superiors in order to 
make them join the Congress and similarly in ccrtam Mills and 
Workshops, with Congressite owners and managers, Muslim 
workmen and labourers arc compelled to join the Congress, the 
Couneil of the All India Mushm League should direct mfluential 
and leading members of the League to move Government officers 
responsible for the maintenance of law and order to check such 
unlawful abuse of power 


LIAQUAT ALI KHAN (Nawabzada),MLA ,(UP) 
Honorary Secretary, All India Muslim League 


1Following this Jinnah s hay es pee Party 1n the Indian Legislative Assembly formed 
soon after his entry into 1t in 1924 ceased to exist 1ts Muslim members joined the Mush:m 
League Setters! Party Jinnah was himself elected to the Assembly as a Muslim 

ue candidate in the 1945 elections, whereas he used to be elected to the same body as 
an Independent til 1934 See Waheed Ahmad (ed), Quaid: Azam MA Jinnah 
Speeches,op cit Introduction pp vu xv 
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18 


Patna, Council Meeting, 25 December 1938, M.A. Jmnah 
presided’ 


Resolunuon No 1] 


Resolved that the resolutions of the Working Committee be confirmed 
Resolution No 2 


Resolved that the procecdings of the last meeting of the Council with the 
following amendment be confirmed 


Add the following in the proceeding regarding resolution No 9 


‘The House enuncrated the pnnciple that in future any announcement 
or statement on a vital matter by any prominent member of the League 
particularly by the members of the Working Commiutice should not be 
made without the authority of the Working Commiuttice or m a case of 
emergency m consultation with the President 


Resolunon No 3 


Resolved that the Report of the Affiliation Sub Committee regarding the 
affilauon of the C P and Berar Provincial Muslim League and Sind Provincial 
Muslim League be confirmed 


Resolution No 4 


Resolved thatthe Sub Committee appointed tocxamune the Wardha Scheme of 


Education be given anothcr three months for submission of its report to the 
Council 


LIAQUAT ALI KHAN (Nawabzada) MLA (UP) 
Honorary Secretary, All India Muslim League 


19 


Dethi, [office of the Muslim League], Council Meeting, 
8 April 1939, M A Jinnah presided? 


Resolution Na 1 


This mecung of the Council of the All India Muslim League places on record 1ts 
deep sense of sorrow and gncf at the sad and sudden demise of His Majesty 
Shah Ghazi of Iraq The Council conveys its sincere sympathy and condolence to 
the members of the Royal family and the pcople of ied m their tragic loss 


This mecung of the Council of the All India Mushm League places on record 1ts 
abhorrence at the outrageous murdcrof Alhay Maulana Mazharuddin Saheb and 
iaquat Ali Kh: 

1958 sop eat eos pf alnhons of the All India Muslim League, October 1937 December 


ipeie ar Ali Khan BR 


1940, op cit pp 5 coreiaions of the Al India Muslun League December 1938— March 
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expresses 1ts deep sorrow at his sad and untumely death The council] conveys its 
sincere condolence to the members of the bereaved family 


Resoluuon No 2 


Resolved that the President and the Secretary of the All India Muslim Leaguc 
be authorised to fill up vacancics in the Council 


Resolution No 3 


Resolved that copies of the report of the Sub Commitice appointed to examine 
the Wardha Scheme of Basic Education be sent to ail tre snenibere of the 
Council forthwith with a request to send im their opimmons on or before the 
15th of May 1939 


It was furtherresolved that the Working Committee be requested toexamine the 
report in the ight of the opinions reccived and formulate thuirdefinite proposals 
as carly as possible 


Resolution No 4 


Regarding the report of the Economic Programme Committee it was resolved 
that the opimons of the members of the Council of the All India Muslim League 
be sent to the Central office on or before the 15th of May 1939 


Further resolved that the Working Commitice be requested to cxamine the 
report in the hghi of the opimons received and formulate their proposals 


Resoluuon No 5 


Resolved that the resolutions of the Working Commuttce held on the 27th 
of Pearse 1938 at Patna and on the 26th of March 1939 at Mcerut be 
confirmed 


The Honorary Sccrectary was requested to get a oe from Organising 
Committce of the Punjab Provincial Mushm League of its activities and the 
progress made by it so far 


Resolution No 6 


Resolved that this meeting of the Council of the All India Muslim Lceaguc 
1s of opinion that al present as a first step the Muslim National Guard should 
be formed and organised in cach province under the direct supervision and 
authority of the Presidents of the Provincial Leagucs Further resolved that a 
committee of the following membcrs be appointed to examine and formulate 
auniform basis for forming and organising Muslim National Guards all over 
India and make their report to the Working Committee on or before the 15th 
of June 1939 


1 Raya of Mahmudabad (Convener) 
2 Mr Ziauddin N WFP 

3. Mr Yousuf Haroon, Sindh 

4 Syed Amjad Ali Saheb Punjab 


Resolution No 7 


Resolved that the Working Committee be authorised to decide the venuc 
and dates of the next Annual Session 


Resolution No 8 


The following resolution was moved by S Naimul Haq and was discussed 
and ulumatcly withdrawn with the permission of the Council 
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Whereas a very large number of communal nots have occurred 1n recent 
months epeciall in the Provinces of United Provinces and Brhar resulting 
in the loss of various Muslim lives, and whereas the Congress 
Governments of the provinces concerned are lacking 1n the adoption of 
any definite policy and programme in the matter of civil hbernes, this 
Council of the All India Musihm League resolves that a Sub Committee 
consisting of 


1 The President 
Hon ble Khawaja Sir Navimuddin of Bengal 
The Hon ble Sir Sikander Hyat Khan of the Punjab 
Maulana Qutubuddin Abdul Wal: Sahcb of Lucknow 
Syed Abdul Aziz of Patna 

e Honorary Secretary All India Muslim League 


AaABWN 


be appomtcd to frame a scheme of civil liberties in India with special 
reference to the question of (1) Cow sacnfice by Muslims (2) Playing of 
music before mosqucs by Hindu (3) Hoisting of Hage on public buildings 
and (4) Singing of Bande Mataram or other songs m educational and 
other insutuuons The Sub Committee is directed to submit its report 
before the next meeting of this Council The Honorary Secretary of 
the All India Muslim League will be the Convener of the Sub Committee 


Resolution No 9 


This meeting of the Council of the All India Muslim League deplores the 
action of Mr Gandhi in launching upon his ‘fast unto death" on amattcr of 
political issue involvin amongst others the inclusion of two Muslim 
represeniauves on the Rajkot Constutuuonal Reforms Committee already 
nominated by the Thakur Saheb This meeting therefore most carnestly urges 
upon the Thakur Saheb and H E the Viccroy who has thought fit tointervenc as 
representing the Paramount Power thercby creating adangerous precedent thatin 
no case these two Muslim members who arc the truly chosen representauves of 
the Muslims of Rajkot should be displaced now by the nominees of Mr V Paitcl 
And it urges upon the Muslims of Rajkot and the Musi Couneil to do all in their 
power lorcsist any change with regard to their representation already declared as 
the Muslim League is of opmion that any such change would be highly 
dcuimcntal to the vital interests of the Mushms of Rajkot 


Resolution No 10 


Resolved that this mecting of the Council of the All India Muslim League 
is Of opimon that Musalmans who have migrated from Jaipur should be 
persuaded to retum to their homes as 1t 1s in hear own interests to do so and 
they should not be misicd by anyone who advises them to the contr Further 
resolved that the Council advises the Muslims of Jaipur to orgamse themsclves 
and appoint a committee of chosen leaders and press for their demands 1n 
an organised manncr The Council fully sympathises with theirdceply wounded 
feclings with regard to the finng resulting in the loss of life and injury to many 


innocent people and will do everything tohelp them 1n pressing their gnevances 
and demands 


Resolution No 11 


(1) In view of the revolutionary unrest that 1s stalking the land as aresult 
of the imtcnsive propaganda launched by the National Congress and its 
henchmen to establish Hindu hegemony all over India in uuer disregard of 

ie just and natural aspirations of Indian Macabrans, this Council trusts, that 
while giving the fullest protecuon to the Musalmans of the Deccan who 
constitute the mann strength of Islam m His Exalted Highness’s Domimons, H E 
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Highness s Government will provide for adequate representation of milhons of 
depressed classes in the impending scheme of Constitutional Reforms and take 
cftective steps to emancipate these voiceless millions from the bondage of high 
caste Hindus who have hitherto monopolised ali Admimstratrve and Execcutve 
power in the mural areas throughout the Domimon 


(2) This Council views with grave alarm the united onslaught of the Arya 
Samayists, the Hindu Mahasabhaites and their Congress fmends on His Exalted 
Highness s Dominion on the unreal pretext that Hindu religion and Hindu civil 
liberty are in danger of extumction 1n those dominions ands firmly of the opinion 
that the indefens:rble policy of the Paramount Powcr in refusing to stop this 
subversive movement in Britush India against His Exalted Highness the Nizam, 
whors ther ‘Faithful Ally’ has alrcady resulted and will go on resulting 1n inter- 
communal clash for which the main responsibility hes on thew shoulders 


In view of the fact that Gandhi s direct interference m the affairs of the 
Indian States has forits main objcct the extinction of the sovereign prerogatives 
of the Indian rulers and the overlordship of thc Congress Priden majority 
popular front which is overwhelmingly Himdu as evidenced by the Rajkot 
cpisode and other activitics of the Congress m Indian States, the Council urges 
upon H E Highness’s Government not to recognise outside agencics and further 
emphatically calls upon the Brush Government to stop these mischievous and 
dangerous activitres as they are already creating communal tension and hatred 
and would lead to scrious and disastrous consequences 


LIAQUAT ALI KHAN (Nawabzada), MLA ,(UP) 
Honorary Secretary All India Muslim League 


20 


Delhi, [Anglo-Arabic College Hall], Council Meeting, 
27-28 August 1939, M A Jinnah presided! 


Resolution No 1 


Resolved thal the resolutions of the Working Commiuttec passed at ils mecting 
on the 2nd and 3rd of July 1939 be approved 


Resolution No 2 


(a) Resolved that persons whohave ceased under Section 12 of the Consutunon 
to be members of the Council, be elected to fill up vacancies in the Council 
from the vanous Provinces except Baluchistan 


The Council recommends to the various Provincial Leagues not to elect 
any person to the Council of the All India Mushm League who fails to pay his 
subscnpuon for the year 1938-39 before the next elections to the Counci 


(b) Further resolved that the following persons be elected as members of the 
Council from Baluchistan 


Nawab Mahrab Khan Bugti, Amuddin Road, Quetta 
*® B Arbab Karam Khan Village Sheikhan Quetta 
Sardar Ghulam Muhammad Khan Tann Pishin 

K B Abdullah Jan Panizai, Bostan 

K S Hay: Abdul Ghaffar Khan Achakza1 Gulstan 


Ybid, pp 17 23 


ABWN= 
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Resolutnion No 3 

Resolved that the Bengal Provincial Muslim Leaguc be affiliated 
Resoluuon No 4 

Resolved that the Baluchistan Provincial Muslim League be affilhated 
Resolution No 5 


Resolved = that af any Provincial Muslim League fails to send its 
contribution, as laid down under Sccuon 37 of the Constituuon and Rules of 
the All India Muslim League, by the 31st of October 1939 it shall not be entutled 
10 clect any Teprcsentativcs to the Council of the All India Muslim League for 
the next year 


Resolution No 6 


Mr Ashiq Hussain withdrew the following resolutions on the assurance that 
the allegations containcd in them will be placed before the Working Commitice 
by the Honorary Sccrctary for such action as 11 may dccm proper 


Resolution No ! 


Whereas the Hon Nawabzada Khurshid Ali Khan, MCS Sir 
Sher Muhammad Khan MLA and KB Nawab Muzaffar Khan 
MLA_ Punyjib, are members of the Council of the All India Muslim 
Lceaguc as well as of thc Organising Committee of the Punjab Provincial 
Muslim League and whercas Mr MA Jinnah Presidcentof the Al 
India Muslim League definitely declared that it was not in the 
interests of the country for any member of the Mushm Leaguc 
to serve on the Army Indiamsation Commitice this Council strongly 
condemns the action of the aforesaid three members of the Council 
of the All India Muslim League in accepung the membership of the 
Army Indianisation Commiuttce, which action 1s highly subversive of 
discipline inthe League and resolves that the names of Nawabzada 
Khurshid Ali Khan Sir Sher Muhammad Khan and K B Mucaffar 
Khan be removed from the list of the members of the All India Mushm 
Leaguc Council the Or,anising Committee of the Punjab Provincial 


Mushm League and of any Primary League of which they may be 
members in the Punjab 


Resolution No 2 


Ths Council notcs with deep concer that Sir Sikander Hyat 
Khan whois a member of the Working Commitice of the All India 
Mushm League im his speech in the Punjab Legislative Assembly 
on the 24th of April 1930 made a stalement in connechon with the 
Indo Bntsh Trade Agreement contrary to the declared pohcy of 
the All India Muslim League on the subjcct (as repeatedly enunciated 
Pp Mr MA Jinnah) and rccords that this action of Sir Sikander Hyat 

han 1s subversive of all disciphne in the League and resolves that 
disciplinary action be taken agamst him 


Resoluuon No 7 


Wharvas the Organising Commuucec of the Punjab Provincial Muslim League 
which was nominatcd by the President Mr M A Jinnah, on the 17th of Apnl 
1938 in Calcutta to establish and organise Provincial, District and Pnmary 
Lcagucs inthe Punjab has (despite reminders from the All India Muslim League) 
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so far failed in the discharge of its duties, and whereas it is most urgent that a 
Provincial Muslim League be organised in the Punyab at the carlhest possible 
moment the Council resolves that 2f the Orgamsing Commuttce fails to 
establish a Provincial League by the 15th of November 1939 11 shall be 
deemed to have been dissolved, and that the President be authorised to take such 
action as he may consider necessary for the purpose of establishing a Provincial 
Muslim League im the Punjab 


Resolution No 8 


(a) Resolved that this Council], while dcplomng the policy of the Bnush 
Government towards the Muslims of India by attempting to force upon 
them against their wall a constitution and in particular Fedcral Scheme as 
embedied in the Government of India Act 1935 which allows a 
permanent hostile communal majority to trample upon their religious, 
political, social and cconomic rights and the utter neglect and indifference 
shown by the Viceroy and the Govemors in the Congress governcd 
provinces in exercising their special powers to protect and secure 
justice to the minomucs and towards the Arabs in Palestine in refusing to 
mect their demands, holds the view that in these circumstances if the 
Brush Government desircs to enhst the support and the eau 
of the Muslims of the world and particularly of the Indian Mushms 
m future conungencies it must mec the demands of the Mushms of 
India without delay 


(b) The Council considers it premature at present to determine the atutude 
of the Muslims in the event of a World War brcaking out 


(¢c) The Council meanwhile dirccts the Muslim League if necessary to 
get in touch with Islamic countrics and ascertain their views 


(d)In case any suddcn contingency anscs the Working Commiuttec of the 
All India Muslim League shall have the power to decide this issuc 


Resolunion No 9 


Resolved that the opimons and sentiments cxpressed 2 the Hon ble Sir 
Sikander Hyat Khan in his statement to the press on the 25th of August 1939 
in no way represent the vicws of theo Musalmans of India 


Resotution No 10 


The Council of the All India Muslim League views with alarm the 
unceasing recurrence of communal disturbances throughout India arising out 
of the question of music before mosque, cndimg m many cascs in disastrous 
consequences tothe Muslim community and urges upon the Governmcntof India 
to take such steps as may be necessary to arrive at a decision on this question 
parucularly because the communitics concerned have been unable to come to 
a settlemcnt among themsclvcs The Council of the All India Muslim League 
records its dchbcrate opimion that im case a solution of this question 1s not 
arnved at which can be accepted by the communuues as a satisfactory solution, 
there 1s d grave menace tw public peace and tranquillity which would render ordered 
Government impossible in India 


Resolution No 11 


This meeting of the Council of the All India Muslim League declares that 
unless separate electorates are introduced im the election of members to the 
local bodics, district boards ctc , fair Mushmrepresentauionis not possible for the 
reasons already claborately discussed and pointed out in the fundamental 
principles iaid down by the All India Mushm League and 1t further resolvcs 
that in placcs where the separate clectorate 1s notin force and 1s keenly 
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demanded by Muslims, the local Muslim Leagues be authorised to achieve 
this civic nght 


Resolution No 12 


The Council of the All India Mushm League views with grave concerm 
the persistent attempts made to ovcrawe the Muslims of Cawnpore and trample 
upon ther civil libertics and elementary nghts of citizenship as instanced by 
recent cvents culminating in the finng on Muslims on June 19,1939 


The Council condemns the absolutely unwarranted and onesided finng 
resorted to by the Police on unarmed and unresisting Muslims near the Moulgan) 
mosquc in Cawnpore, the Council further strongly protests against the 
desecration of the Moulgany Mosque and warns the Govemment against the 
disastrous consequences of such sacrilegious acts 


The Council deeply deplores the callous and provocative tone of the U P 
Premier’s specch made in reply to the adjournment motion on the firing in 
the U P Legislative Assembly and his rcfusal to concede thc yust demand of an 
impartial and mdcpendent inquiry into the finng 


The Council further condemns the action of the U P Government in insuutuung 
cases under Secuon 107 CPC against the workers of thc Muslim League 
of Badaun in connection with the happenings on the occasion of last Moharram 
and 1n proposing to impose a Punitive Tax of Rs 25 000 on the Musalmans alone 


The Council expresses its deup sympathy with the Musalmans of Badaun 
in ther sad plight 


Resolution No 13 


This mectimng of the Council of the All India Muslim League 1s of opmion 
that itis high timc to make a general and all round survcy of the progress of work 
donc by ai the Provincial Mushm Leagues im their respective spheres and with 
uns purpose in view acommuttec of five members be appomtcd which will make 
necessary enquiry into activiuics of all the Provincial Muslim Leagues and 
submit its report before the next Annual Session and the committce 1s also 
empowcred to make suggestions and recommendations for umprovement if 
it thinks itnecessary and expedient The following be elected as members 
of the Committee with power to add one more to their number 


1 Maulana Muhammad Akram Khan Saheb Convener 
2 The Hon Hossain Imam,M CS 

3. Hay Abdul Sathar Hay: Essak Sait Saheb, ML A 

4 Syed Al: Muhummcd Rashid: Sahcb 


Resolution No 14 


Resolved that Muslim festivals such as /d, Bakrid, Barawafat etc , should 
be celebrated in such a manner as to promote pohtical unity and social solidarity 
among the Muslims of India, and that these occasions should be utilized for 
some uscful and pracucal work in support of the Muslim League With this 
object in view 11s further resolved that the 27th of Rayab next (the day of the 
Prophet s Muraj) should be observed as Palestine day ¢ programme to be 
observed on this day should include mass meetings and processions and a 
Race fice ae Pe na e collect subsemptions for the Palestine Arabs 
the. Working Cortimiice et July eee und Committee appointed by 


Resolution No 15 


Ths Session of the All India Muslim Le 


Government of India Act Amcnding Bill now be etna hc apeaehiy picasa 


ore the House of Commons 
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as bemg further destruction of provincial autonomy and demands its 
withdrawal 


Resoluuon No 16 


This Council places on record tts deep appreciation of the courage and 
high sense of justice shown by Mr Hofmeyr and Mr Blackwell in refusing to 
acquiesce in the Union Government s anti-Indian policy by ape si from the 
United Party and hopes that the Union Government will consider the questuon 
of holding a Conference between the Governments of India and South Afneca 
with regard to the removal of disabilines to which Indian settlers are at present 
subject Further thts Council fully sympathises with the Indians in South Afnca 
in the struggle against the imposition of the further disabilities and there 1s ample 

ustification in the Council's opinion for Indians joing the common non 

European front the object of which 1s to fight against racialism and colour 
bar which arc the greatest handicap to advancement by non-Europeans m South 
Afneca who constitute an overwhelming majority of the population of that 
country 


Resoluuon No 17 


This meeting of the Counc] of the All India Muslhm League heartly 
congratulates the Indian Pnnces in general and His Exalted Highness the Nizam 
of Hydcrabad in particular on the brave stand they have taken against the 
introduction of the Federal Scheme in the interest of ther Governments, the 
people of India, and the Musalmans and earnestly appeals to the Indian States 
lo conunue to oppose the Federal Scheme and save India from a grave political 
crisis This Council appeals to His Exalted Highness the Nizam, as Ruler of 
premier Musiim State to help the Musalmans of India at this cntical juncture 


Resolution No 18 


This mecting of the Counc?! of the All India Muslim League strongly condemns 
the policy of the Bntish Government that in spite of contunuous and repeated 
demands of the Muslim League it has, in consideration of its military 
requirements, so far deprived the people of Baluchistan of their poliucal mghts 
which have already been granted to the rest of the provincesin British India 


The Council further deplores the fact that the people of Baluchistan are 
also being denied all those facilities for their educational advancement which 
are enjoyed by the rest of India 


This meeting strongly demands that the Province of Baluchistan should 
be granted Provincial Autonomy and also that a first-rate college be established 
in the said Province for purposes of educational advancement 


LIAQUAT ALI KHAN (Nawabzada),MLA, (UP) 
Honorary Secretary All India Muslim League 


624 APPENDIX XVIII 


21 


Delhi, [office of the Mushm League], Emergency 
Council Meeting, 9 January 1940, Nawabzada Liaquat Ah 
Khan presided’ 


Proceedings of the Emergency mecting (under section 35 of the members of 
the Council present at the headquarters held in the office of the All India Mushm 
League on the 9th of January 1940 at5 PM _ under the Presidentship of Nawabsada 
Liaquat Ah Khan Saheb 


Present 


Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan Saheb, m chair 
Syed Abdul Moh Sehcb 
Din Muhammad Saheb 
HusainM Malik 
Syed Saghir Ala Qadri Saheb 
Abdul Salam Saheb 
Abdul Wahid Saheb Qureshi 
Sh Anwarul Haque Saheb 
Maulana Hasan Reyaz Saheb 
O KB SM Abdullah Saheb 
1 Waheeduddin Saheb 


Me COodNauauns 


Resoluuon No 1 


Resolved that the dates for the 27th Annual Session of the All India Musium 
epee to be held at Lahore be fixed as the 22nd 23rd and 24thof March 


LIAQUAT ALI KHAN (Nawabzada), MLA (UP) 
Honorary Secretary All India Mushm League 


‘Muslim League Document Vol 284 Council Mecungs 1940 p21 
*Section 35 read as follows 


‘ The Honorary Secretary in case of emergency and relating to matters not affecting the 
fundamental pnnciples of the conshtution and rules of the All India Mushm uc 
mar call a mecung of the members of the Council present at the headquarters, and they 
will bc competent to take such acon on behalf of the Council as they deem expedient. 
The resolutions sed at such a mecting shall subsequently be laid before an ordinary 
meeung of the Council for confirmation The Constitution and Rules of the All india 


Mushm League (as amended to date) passed ai the S at Lucknow on 18 
October 1937 Saxon Presss Fort Bombayra d,ppi4 15 as ier 
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oe 


Delhi, [central office of the Muslim League, Daryaganj], 
Council Meetings, 25 February 1940, M.A. Jinnah 
presided? 


Resolution No 1 


Resolved that the resolutions of the Working Committee passed on the 18th of 
Scptember, 22nd of October 1939 and 3rd and 4th of February 1940 be 
confinmed 


Resolution No 2 


Resolved that the followmg resolution passcd at an Emergency Meeting 
of the Council held on the 9th of January 1940 be confinnced 


“Resolved that the dates for the 27th Annual Session of the Ail India 
ae League to be held at Lahore be fixed as the 22nd 23rd and 24th 
of arch 1940" 


Resoluuon No 3 


Resolved that Mr MA Jinnah be elected President of the All India Muslim 
League for the next year 


Resoluuon No 4 


Resolved that the Assam Provincial Muslim League be affiliated and the 
following be elected as members of the Council from Assam 


1 Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan ML A Khagmar: Fakergan) PO 

Dist Goalpara 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi Nuruddin, Nowgong 

Maulvi Wajid Ali, BL Laktakia Gauhats PO 

Maulv: Syed Abul Rauf, M L A, Barpeta, PO Dt Kamrup 

Maulv: Abul Hasnat Ahmad, L LB.MLA Jorhat 

Maulv:i Jahan Uddin Ahmed Dhubn, P O 

Maulvi Amjad Ah MLA, Goalpara, PO 

M A Rarzaque, 6, Rawdon Strect Calcutta 

Maulv: Badaruddin Ahmed, ML A Mongaldo: PO Dt Darrang 

Maul Badrulhug Chowdhry, Kanmgan) PO Dt Sylhet 

11 Maulvi Abdul Hamid BL Akhaha Ihet PO 

12) Maulv: Momtaz Ahmad C/o Maulv: Nurul Hossam Khan Pleader 
Habigan;, PO Dt Sylhet 

13. Maulv: Dewan Abdul Basi, Rajnagar, PO Dt Sylhet 

14 Maulv: Abdur Rahman Smgkapan, Maulvibazar,P O Dt Sylhet 

15. Maulvi Munawar Ah, M LA, Shillong 

16 Maulvi Makabbir Al: Mazumdar, B L Silchar Dt Cachar 

17) Mauilvi Maqbul Hossam Chowdry, M L A , Binnakal:, Tahirpur, PO 
Dt Sylhet. 

18 Maulv: Syed Badrul Hasan, Kaula, Kulaura,P O Di Sylhet 

19) Maulvi Maycenigain, LL B,Maulvibazar, Dt Sylhet 

20 Maulvi Ashrafuddin Chowdry MLA, Sylhet, P 

21 Maulvi Sakhawatul Ambia, Jugaven Office, Sylhet 


Dregs Ah Khan Resolutions of the All India Muslim League, December 1938 March 
1940, 0p cit pp 37 41 
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22 Maulvi Muhammad Abdullah, Bamachmg PO Dt Sythet 
23. Maulv: Abdul Hye B L, Habigan, Dt Sylhet 
24 Maulv1 Hay: Abdul Salam, Sylhet, PO 


Resolution No 5 


Resolved that the Onssa Provincial Muslim peague be affiliated and the 
following be elected as Members of the Council from ssa 


Khan Bahadur Ahmad Bukhsh,M L A Nimusahi Cuttack 
Maulv: Abdus Sobhan Khan, Advocate, M LA , Cuttack 
Mauivi Fazie Hug Saheb, M L A Tinncoma Bagioha, Cuttack 
Maulv: Mirza Taher Baig Saheb, B L , Durgha Bazar Cuttack 
MauiviS Abdul Jalil Saheb, Buxi Bazar, Cuttack 

Maulvi Latufur Raheman,M LA , Pun 

Maulv: Salahuddin Saheb, Balasore 

Maulvi Tofail-un Nab: Balasore 

Maulvi Sycd Hilaluddin Saheb, Bhadrak Balasore 


Resolution No 6 


OBAIAUNAWNS 


Resolved that the Sub Committee consisting of Nawab Muhammad Ismail 
Khan Saheb, Raya of Mahmudabad and Choudhry Khaliquzzaman Saheb which 
was appoinicd by the Working Committee, on the 4th of February 1940, be given 
full powers to decide the question of establishment and affiliation of the 
Provincial Mushm League in the Punjab and announce its decision on or before 
the 15th of March 1940 


Resoluuon No 7 


Resolved that the casual vacancies in the Council from the Provinces of 
Baluchistan and Bihar be filled up by the following persons 


Baluchistan 1 KS Yar Muhammad Khan Saheb 
2 Hay: Jan Muhammad Khan Saheb 


Bihar 1 Syed Jafar Imam Sahub MLA 
Resolution No 8 


Resolved that the existing members of the Council of the All India Mushm 


League from Ajmer and the Punjab be re elected as Members of the Council 
for the next year 


Resoluuon No 9 


In view of the fact that the Mushms of India as well as some other classcs 
of peopie lhving in the country have clearly demonstrated by their observance of 
the Day of Dehverance on December 22 1939 that the scheme of Provincial 
aulonomy as worked in the Congress governed provinces was acomplete failure 
and detnmental to the mtercsts of the Muslims and the country as a whole, the 
Council of the All India Mushm League expresses its dissausfaction with the 
speech of HE Lord Linlithgow, the Viceroy of India, delivered on January 
10, 1940, at the Orient Club, Bombay, whercin he speaks of the success of the 
scheme of provincial autonomy in the Bombay Presidency 


This Mceting of the Council of the League further places on record 1ts sense of 
bitter resentment at the statement of the Under Secretary of State for India, 
wherein he gave the reasons of His Ma esty’s Government for not acceptung 
the proposal for a Royal Commission of In uiry put forward by the President 

f the League to inquire into complaints of oppression in Congress-govemed 


o 
ovinces and deeply deplores the colossal c d 1 11 
Frdia"n the part be Under Soceann ep ance oF comativons prevasling 
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Resolution No 10 


The Council of the All India Mushm League views with grave alarm the 
recent decision of the British Government which creates the impression that 
itxs intended to annex Wazinstan thc homeland of the independent Pathan tnbecs, 
with whom a war on a miniature scale 1s being at present waged on what 
is known as the Ahmedzai salient across the Kohet-Banau hee While the 
Council condemns the action of the Border bes mn carrying raids into British area 
it has no hesitation in once more declaring that these raids are inspired by the 
fear that the Bnush Government 1s bent upon depnving the Border tribes of 
their freedom which they love more than their lives In view of the 
internahonal situation in Europe and the danger of war spreading to Near 
and Middle East the Council calls upon the Briush Government to reconsider 
its Forward policy and take immediate steps to pacify the Bordcr tbes and assure 
them that the Bntush Governmentis not mimical to Islam and 1s anxious to restore 
peace and order on its borders by friendly co-operation with the Border tribes 


LIAQUAT ALI KHAN (Nawabzada), MLA,(UP) 
Honorary Secretary AH India Muslim League 


23 


Lahore, [pandal of the Mushm League] Council Meeting, 
21 March 1940, M A Jinnah presided! 


Resolution No 1 


Rousolved that the followimg persons be ciected to fill up vacancies im the 
Counci] from the various provinces 


UP Begum Saheba Nawab Muhammad Ismail Khan, Meerut 


Punjab Dr Muhammad Alam 
Mian Ferozuddin Saheb 


N -WFP Mr Sayad Ahmad 
Bihar Begum H Khan 


Orissa Syed Ghulam Rab Saheb 
ulla Muhammad Abrarul Haque Sahcb 
Sheikh Hafizullah Saheb 


Assam Mr Muyiburrahman 
Ajmer Syed Israr Ahmad Saheb 
Resolution No 2 


Resolved that the Working Committee of the All India Muslim League be 
authorised to appoint a Propaganda and Publicity Commiutice 


LIAQUAT ALI KHAN (Nawabzada), MLA,(UP) 
Honorary Secretary, All India Muslim League 


Ybid p43 
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Muslim League Resolutions, Executive Committee 
(Working Committee) Meetings, 1938-40 


1 


Bombay, (Jinnah’s residence, Little Gibbs Road), Working 
Committee Meeting, 4-5 June 1938, M A. Jinnah presided 


The followmg all members of the Committee were present except Sir Syed 
Saddulla, Premier of Assam 


M A Jinnah Esq , the President of the All India Mushm League 

Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan Saheb, Honorary Secretary All 

India Muslim League 

Hay: Sir Abdoola Haroon, Karacm 

Maulana Shaukat Al: Saheb U P 

Shaikh Abdul Majid Saheb Sindhi, Karachi 

Syed Abdul Rauf Shah Saheb C P 

ahk Barkat Ah Sahcb, Punjab 

Sir Curmmbhoy Ibrahim Bart, Bombay 

Sirdar Mohammad Aurangzeb Khan Saheb N W FP 

K B Saadullah Khan Saheb N -W F P 

The Hen Sir Sikander Hyat Khan Premier of the Punjab 

Nawab Muhammad Ismail Khan Saheb U P 

Raya Amir Ahmad Khan Saheb, U P 

Reece Khaliquz7zaman Saheb U P 

Hay: Abdul Sathar Han Essak Sait, Madras 

16 The Hon Abdul Matin Choudhn Assam 

17) Sr AMK Dchivi Bombay 

78 The Hon Maulv1 AK Favslul Huq, Premier of Bengal 
Abdur Rahman Saheb Siddiqi, Bengal 

20 The Hon Sir Nazimuddin Bengal 

21 Syed Abdul Aziz Saheb, Bihar 

22 ohammad Ashique Warsi Saheb Bihar 


Resolution No 1 


ek te 
UDWN=DOOWAWNAW NY 


The Exccutive Council of the Mushm League resolves that the followimg note 
be sentto Mr Subhas Bose President of the Congress im reply to his letter dated 
the 15th of May 1938 with a covering Iettcr by the President 


Copy of the letter of Mr M.A Jinnah, the President of the All india Mushm 


League, addressed to Mr S$ Bose, the President of the All India Congress 
Committee 


Bombay, Sth June 1938 
Dear Mr Bose, 


I am enclosing herewith the unanimous opinion of the Executive Council] 
of the All India Muslim League as promised by me in my letter dated the 16th 


1930 on pa pri a a of the All India Musium League October 1937 December 
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of May with reference to the note given to me by you on bchalf of the 
Congress and your tetier of the 15th of May 1938 


Yours sincerely, 
M A_ Jinnah 


Resolution No 1 


The Executive Council of the All India Muslim League has considered the 
note handed aver by the President, Mr S Bose, on behalf of the Congress 
to Mr Jmmnah, the President of the All India Muslm League, on the 14uMa 
and his letter of the 15th May 1938 and find that it 1s not possible for the All 
India Muslim League to treat or negotate with the Congress the quesnon of 
Hindu-Mushim settlement except on the basis that the Muslim League 1s the 
authoritative and representauve organisation of the Musalmans of India 


Resolution No 2 


The Council have also considered the letter of Mr Gandhi dated the 22nd 
May 1938 and are of opimion that 1 1s not desirable to include any Mushm in 
the personnel of the proposed Commitice that may be appomted by the 
Congress 


Resolution No 3 


The Executive Council wish to make 11 clear that it 1s the declared poli 
of the All India Mushm League that all other mmoritcs should have their 
nghts and interests safeguarded so as to create a sense of security amongst 
them and win their confidence and the All India Muslim League will consult 
the representatives of such mmorities and any other interests as may be 
involved, when necessary 


Copy ofletter fromMr Bose toMr Jinnah dated Bombay May 15th 1938 
Dear Mr Jinnah 


Last mghti J gave you a note explainmg our posiiion You asked me what 
constructive proposals we had to make I think the note 1s self explanatory 
Having made known the Congress reaction to your suggestion according to 
us, 1t remains now to proceed to the next stage namely appointment of 
Tespeclive committees which will yomtly settle the terms of understanding 


Yours sincerely, 
Subhas C Bose 


Copy of the note handed over by Mr Bose to Mr Jinnah 


In the course of the talks between the Congress President and Mr M A 
Jinnah, President of the All India Muslim League, Mr Jinnah suggested that 
any agreement that might be armved at should be based on a clear 
understanding of the pos;tion of the Congress and that of the Muslim League 
He proposed that the conversations should proceed on the followmg basis 


“The All India Mushm League as the authoritative and representative 
orgamsation of the Indian Muslims and the Congress as the authontative and 
representative organisation of the solid body of Hindu opinion, have hereby 
agreed to the followimg terms by way of a pact between the two mayor 
communities and as a settlement of the Hindu-Musiim question” 


After further consideration a somewhat different wording was suggested 
by him as follows 
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‘The Congress and the All India Mushm League as the authontative 
and representative organisations of the Musaimans of India have hereby 
agreed to the following terms of a Hindu Muslim settlement by way of 
a@ pact’ 


The second statement, though shorter, apparently embodies the same idea 
which 1s given in the first, that 1s, that the Congress should represent the 
Hindus and the Muslim League the Musalmans 


The Congress cannot possibly consider itself or function as if it represented 
one community only, even though that might be the majority community in 
India Its doors must inevitably be open to all communities and it must 
welcome all Indians who agree with 11s general policy and methods It cannot 
accept the position of representing one community and thus itself becoming 
acommunal organisation At the same tume the Congress 1s perfectly willing 
to confer and cooperate with other organisations which represent minority 
interests 


It 1s obvious that the Musalmans of India, though a minonity in the whole 
country, form a very considerable part of the population and their wishes and 
desires must be considered in any scheme affecting India It is also true that 
the All India Mushm Leaguc 1s an organisation represenung a large body of 
Mushm opimon which must carry weight It is for this reason that the 
Congress has endeavoured to understand the viewpoint of the League and to 
come to an_ understanding with it The congress, however, would be bound 
to consult other exisung Muslim organisations which have cooperated with 
the Congress in the past Further im the event of other group or minority 
interests being involved 1t will be necessary to consult representatives of 
such interests 


C opy of letter from Mr Jinnah to Mr Bose 
Dated Bombay, 16th May 1938 
Dear Mr Bose 


1 acknowledge the recerpt of anote you handed over to me on behalf of the 
Congress on the 14th and also I beg to acknowlcdge the receipt of your Icuter 
dated 15th of May 1938 The matter will be placed before the Execuuve 
Council and the Working Committee of the All India Mushm Leaguc at a 
mecting to be callcd in the first weck of June and I will communicate to you 
the decision as soon as possible 


Yours sincerely 
M A Jinnah 


Resolution No 2 


Resolved that Sir A M K_ Dehlavi requestcd to go to Sind to study the situation 
there and to report to the President 


Resolution No 3 


Resolved that Maulana Shaukat Ali Saheb be requested to go to the N WF P 
within one weck with such co workers as he may select 


LIAQUAT ALI KHAN (Nawabzada) MLA (UP) 
Honorary Secretary, All India Muslim League 
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New Delhi, [Gul-e-Raana]J, Working Committee Meeting, 
30-31 July 1938, M A. Jinnah presided! 


Resolution No 1 


Resolved that following letter on behalf of the Executirve Council be sent to Mr 
Bose, Presidentof the Congress inreply to his letter dated Wardha 25th July 1938 
addressed to Mr M A Jinnah the President of the All India Muslim League 


Copy of the letter of Mr M A Jinnah, the President ofthe All India Muslim 
League, addressed to Mr S Bose, the Presidert of the Congress 


2nd August 1938 
Dear Mr Bose 


I placed nour letter dated the 25th of July 1938 before the meeting of the 
Executrve Council of the All India Mushm League 


The Executive Council gave its earnest attention and careful considerahon 
to the arguments which were urged 1n your letter for persuadmg 1tnot to claim 
the status it has done in nts resoluuon No 1 already communicated to you J 
am desired to state that m defining the status the Council was not actuated by 
any motive of securing an admission but had merely stated an accepted fact 


The Council 1s fully convinced that the Muslim League 1s the only 
authoritative and representative pohtical organisation of the Musalmans of 
India This position was accepted when the Congress League Pact was 
arrived atin 1916 at Lucknow and ever since ull i938 when Jinnah Rajendra 
Prasad conversation took place, 1t has not been quesuoned Fhe All India 
Muslim League therefore, does notrequire any admission or resolution of the 
Executive Council passed at Bombay But in view of the fact that the 
pone fact the very cx1stence—of the Leaguc had been quesnioned by 

andit Jawaharlal Nehru, the President of the Congress, in one of his 
statements wherein he asserted that there were only two parties in the country, 
viz the British Government and the Congress 1t was considered necessary 
by the Executive Council to mform the Congress of the basis on which the 
negotiations between the two organisations could proceed 


Besides, the very fact that Congress approached the Muslim League to 
enter into negotiations for a settlement of the Hindu Muslim question, 1t 
presupposed the authontative and representative character of the Leaguc and 
as such its right to come to an agreement on behalf of the Musalmans of India 


The Council are aware of the fact that there 1s a Congress coalition 
overnment in N -W FP and also that there are some Mushms in the 
ongress organisation in other provinces But the Council 1s of opmuion that 

these Muslims im the Congress do not and cannot represent the Musalmans of 
India, for the simple reason that their number ts very insignificant and that as 
members of the Congress they have disabled themselves from representing or 
speaking on behalf of the Muslim community Wereitnotso, the whole claim 
of the Congress alleged 1n your letter regarding 1ts nahonal character would 
fall to the ground 


Yad pp 37 44 
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As regards ‘the other Muslim orgamsauons’ to which reference has been 
made in your letter, but whom you have not even named, the Council 
considers that 11 would have been more proper if no reference had been made 
to them If they collectively or individually had been 1n a position io speak 
on behalf of the Musalmans of India the negouations with the Muslim 
League for ascttlement of the Hindu Muslim question would not have been 
miuated by the Presidents of the Congress and Mr Gandhi However, so far 
as the Mushm League 1s concerned 1 15 not aware that any Muslim political 
organisation has ever made a claim that 1t can speak or negouate on behalf of 
the Mushims of India Jt1s therefore very much to be regretted that you should 
have referred to ‘other Muslim organisations m this connection 


The Council 1s equally anxious to bring about a settlement of the much 
vexed Hindu Muslim question’ and thus hasten the realization of the common 
goal but it 1s pamful to find that subtle arguments are bemg introduced to 
cloud the issuc and retard the progress of the negotiations 


In view of the facts stated above the Council sull hopes that the 
representative character of the Mushm League will not be quesuoned and that 
the Congress will proceed to appoint a Committee on that basis 


With reference to the second resolution, the Council wishes to pomt out that 
i. considered undesirable the melusion of Musalmans m the Committee that 
might be appointed by the Congress because 1t would meet to solve and settle 
the Hindu Mushm question and so in the very nature of the issues involved 
they would not command the confidence of cither Hindus or the Muslamans 
and their position indecd would be most embarrassing The Council 
thercfore requcst you to consider the question in the hght of the above 
observations 


With reference to the third resoluuon, 1 was the memorandum of the 
Congress referred to in your Ictter dated the 15th of May 1938 in which 
menuon of other minorities was made and the Muslim League cxpressed its 
willingness to consult them if and when il was necessary in consonance with 
its declared policy 


As regards your desire for the release ofthe correspondence including this 
letter, for publication the Council has no objection to your doing so 


Yours smcerely, 
M A Jinnah 


Copy of the Letter of Mr Subhas Chandra Bose, President, All India 


Congress Committee, addressed to Mr M A Jinnah, President of the Ail 
India Muslim League 


Wardha, 25th July 1938 
Dear Mr Jinnah, 


The Working Commiuttec has given all the attention it was possible for it to 
give to the resolutions of the Muslim League you were good enough to 
enclose with your lettcr of the 6th June 1938 The irstresolunon of the League 
Council defines the status of the League If it means that, before we proceed 
to sctup a machinery for considenng the terms of settlement of the communal 
question, the Congress should recogmse the status as defined in that 
resolution there is an obvious difficulty Though the resolution does not use 
the ae pcive only , the language of the resolution means that the adjective 
is understood Already the Working Committee has received warnmgs 
against recognising the exclusive status of the League There are Muslim 
yh cael is which have been functioning independently of the Mushm 

ague Some of them are staunch supporters of the Congress Moreover, 
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there are individual Muslims who are Congress men, some of whom exercise 
no inconsiderable mfluence in the country Then there 1s the Frontier 
Province which 1s overwhelmingly Mushm and which is solidly with the 
Congress You will see that in the face of these known facts, 1t1s not only 
umpossible but improper for the Congress to make the admission which the 
first resolution of the League Council apparently desires the Congress to 
make It1s suggested that the status of organisations does not accrue to them 
by any defining of it It comes through the service to which a parucular 
organisanion has dedicated itself The Working Committee therefore hopes 
that the League Council will not ask the Congress to do the impossible [s 11 
not enough that the Congress 1s not only willing but eager to establish the 
friendliest relations with the League and to come to an honourable 
understanding over the much vexed Hindu Muslim question? 


Atthis stage it may perhaps be as wel] to state the Congress claim Though 
itis admutted that the largest number of persons to be found on the numerous 
Congress registers are Hindus Congress has a farly Jarge number of 
Mushms and members of other communities professing differentfaths Ithas 
been an unbroken tradition with the Congress to represent al] communities, 
all races, and classes to whom India 1s their home From its nception 11 has 
often had distinguished Mushms as Presidents and as General Secretaries 
who enjoyed the confidence of the Congress and of the conn The Congress 
tradition is that though a Congress man does not cease to belong to the Faith 
in which he 1s born and bred up, no onc comes to the Congress by virtue of 
his faith, he 1s in and of the Congress by virtue of his endorsement of the 
pohucal prmciples and pohicy of the Congress The Congress thcrefore 1s im 
no sense acommunal organisation In factithas always foughtthe communal 
sprint because uw 1s detmmental to the growth of pure and undefiled 
nahonahsm But whilst the Congress makes this claim and has sought with 
more or less succeess, to hive up to the claim, the Working Committee asks 
for no recognition from the Leaguc Council The Commitice would be glad 
uf your Council would comc to an understanding with the Congress in order 
that we might achieve nauonal soldanty and wholeheartedly work for 
reahsing our Common destiny 


As to the second resolunon of the Counc?) 1 am afraid thatit1s not possible 
for the Working Committee to conform to the desire expressed therem 


The third resolution, thc Working Committee 1s unable to understand So 
far as the Working Commitice 1s aware, the Mushm Leaguc 15 purely a 
communal organisauion in the sense that it seeks to serve Mushm interests and 
its membership too 1s open only to Mushms The Working Committee also 
has all along undcrstood that so far as the League 1s concerncd it desires and 
nghtly asettlement with the Congress on the Hmdu Muslim question and not 
on quesuons affecting all minonties So far as the Congress 1s concerned, 1f 
the other minorities have a gnevance against the Congress 1lts always ready 
to deal with them as 1 is its bounden duty to do, being by its very 
constitution an organ:sation representative of all India without distuncuon 
of caste or creed 


In views of the foregoing I hope that it will be possible for us to take up the 
next stage in our negoluations for reaching settlement 


It is suggested that as the previous correspondence has cee been 
published, 1t would be wise to take the public mnto confidence and publish the 
subsequent correspondence between us If you are agrecable these documents 
will be rmmediately released for publication 


Yours sincerely, 
Subhas Bose 
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Resolution No 2 


Resolved that in pursuance of the resolution passed by the Council of the All 
India Mushim Leaguc on the 30th and 31st or yuly 1938, the following be appointed 
as members of the Propaganda and Publicity Commuttee 


1 Maulana Shaukat Ali Saheb 
2 Col A Rahman, MLA (Central) 


3. The Honorary Secretary of the All India Muslim League, Convener of 
the Committee 


Resolution No 3 


Resolved that m pursuance of the resolution passed by the Council of the All 


India Muslim Leaguc on the 30th and 31st of July 1938 the following be appointed 
as members of the Fund Commuttee 


1 Raya Mohammad Amir Ahmad Khan Saheb Convcnerof the Committee 
2 Si Curnmbhoy Ibrahim Bart, 3 Nawab Shah Nawaz, Nawab of Mamdot 
4 Nawab Ismail Khan Saheb 5 Raja Saheb Pirpur, 6 Khan Saadullah Khan 
Saheb 7 Jamal Muhammad Saheb 8 Maulana Shaukat Ah Saheb 9 Nawab 
of Dacca10 Ahmad Ispahani Saheb 11 Nawab Musharraf Hosain Saheb 12 
KBSM Abdullah Saheb, 13 Sardar Muhammad Nawaz Khan Saheb 14 
The Hon H Shaheed Suhrawardy 15 Sir Abdoola Harcon, 16 S A Arsiz 
Saheb 17 Mr Ashig Warsi 18 Rasalman Sahcbh, 19 Lady Imam, 20 Syed 
Abdul Rauf Sahcb 21 Nawab Siddiq Ali Khan Saheb, 22 Abu Baker Beg 
Muhammad Saheb 23 Sir Rahimtoola Chinoy 24 Sardar Aurangzcb Khan 
Saheb with power to coopt 


LIAQUAT ALI KHAN (Nawabzada}) MLA,(UP) 
Honorary Secretary, All India Muslim League 


3 


Karachi [Sir Abdoola Haroon’s residence], Working 


Committee Meeting, 8-10 October 1938, MA Jimnah 
presided' 


Resoluuon No 1 


Resolved that Raya Saheb Mahmudabad and Sir Curnmbhoy_ Ibrahim be 
appointed as Treasurers of the Fund Committee and hold in Trust the Funds that 
may be collected by the Committee unt! further instructions 


Resoluuon No 2 


Resolved that Report of the Palestine Committee be placed bc fore the Council 
of the All India Muslm League 


Resoluuon No 3 


The Executive Council considered the letter of the Congress President and 
authorised the President Mr M A Jinnah to send the followme teply 


Void pp 45 49 
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Copy of the letter of Mr MA Jinnah, the President ofthe Al India Musum 
League, addressed to Mr Bose, the President of the Congress 


Little Gibbs Road, 
Bombay, 
10th October 1938 


Dear Mr Bose, 


I am mn receipt of your letter dated the 2nd of October which was placed 
before the Executuuve Council I am authonsed to state in reply as foliows 


The Executive Council of the All India Muslim Leaguc regret very 
much that the Working Committee of the Congress should have entirely 
misread my letter dated the 2nd of August 1938 which 1s quite clear and 
does not require any elucidation or further interpretation The Mushm 
Decne: are still ready to procced with the negouations for settlement of 
the Hindu Mushim question on the basis defined by my letter referred to 
above and would appoimtits representatives to meet the Committee that 
may be appointed by the Congress on the footing dicated by us in our 
three resolutions of the Sth of June 1938 already communicatcd to you 


As all the ha a oe aaa so far in this connection has been published I am 
issuing this to the Press 


Yours sincercly 
M A Jmnah 


Copy of the Letter of Mr Subhas Chandra Bose, the President of the 
Congress, addressed to Mr M.A Jinnah, the President of the Ail india 
Muslim League 


Calcutta 2nd October 1938 
Dear Mr Jinnah, 


Your letter of the 2nd August, 1938 has been placed before the Working 
Commuttee After due deliberation 1t has resolved to reply as follows 


“Though there are inaccuracies in your lettcrno purpose will be served 
by dwelling on them The substance of your letter seems to be that the 
League does not expect the Congress whether implicitly or explicitly, 
to acknowledge its status as the authoritative Muslim organisauion 
of India If this view 1s accepted by the League, I am authonsed to state 
that the Working Committee will confer with the Committee that may 
be appointed by the Leaguc to draw up the terms of settlement ” 


‘The Working Committee will be represented by at least five of its 
members at the sitting of the Conference 


As the previous correspondence has already been released for publication, 
I am taking the liberty of issuing this to the Press ” 


Yours sincerely, 
S Bose 


The Executrve Council considered the situation in Assam and resolved the 
followmg 


Resoution No 4 


Having considered the recent situation created in Assam, the Executive Council 
of the All India Muslim League urges upon the Governor to exercise his powers 
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and summon the Legislative Assembly immediately as the Assembly was ad 
journed sine die by the Speaker at the mstance of the Leader of the Congress Party 
who now occupies the position of Chief Minister, with an ultenor motive, and as 
it iS agamst all the canons and principles of consututional Government that a 
minority Government should be kept in office in the manner in which 1 1s sought 
to be done 


The Executive Council 1s of opmion that the Speaker has failed in his duty in 
adopung the course he has done by adjourning the Assembly, as it seers to the 
Counce it can only be intended to help the Congress Party to continue in office as 
long as possible, though im a minonty and condemns Mr Bardolo: and the 
Congress Party for adopting such tactics on threshold of acceptung office and 
shirking the no confidence motion when 56 members, consutuung the majonty of 
the Assembly have tabled a no confidence mouon 


The Executive Council of the All India Mushm League appeals to the 
Musalmans of Assam and cvery member of the Assembly to stand solid and united 
to defeat machination of the Congress Party who have no nght, consttutional or 
moral, to continue in office when they know that they have not the support and 
confidence of the majority in the Legislature The Executive Council ferventl 
hopes and expects every Muslim member m the Legislature to stand loyally by Sur 
S rddulla, the Leader of the Mushim League Party and support the Coalinon Umited 
Assam Party 


Resolution No 5 


Resolved that the report of the Committee regarding the National Guard be 
placed before the Council at its next meeting 


Resolution No 6 


The Executive Council considercd the complamts agamst the Delhu Provincial 
Mushm League and the reply of the President of the Provincial League It 
authorises the Honorary Secretary to deal with the matter 


Resolution No 7 


Resolved that the matter of Disciplinary Action agamst K B Hay: Rashid 
Ahmad be put up at the next meeting of the Exccutrve Counc] and in the meantime 


Hay: Saheb be informed that if he has any explanation to offer he should do so 
without delay 


Resolution No 8 


Resolved that Prof Mirza Muhammad Said be appointed as a member of the 
Propaganda Committee 


Resolution No 9 


The Executive Council considered the situation m C P and resolved as follows 


The Execuuve Council of the All India Mushm League places on record 1ts 
appreciation of the brave cent that the Muslim League Party in the C P and Berar 
Assembly the Nagpur Jubbulpore and other Muslim League and several Mushm 
insututions inthe province have been putting up agaist the Vidya Mandir Scheme 
and other meassures of the Congress government that are highty detrimental to the 
interests of the Muslims and calls upon all the Muslims in the Province to umtc 
under the banner of the Muslim League for the solution of therrreligious linguistic, 
cultural and politcal nghts andiso opimmen that they should notresori to any direct 


action or unlawful activity without the sanction of the Executive Council of the All 
India Mushm League 


LIAQUAT ALI KHAN (Nawabzada) ML A, (UP) 
Honorary Secretary Al! India Muslim League 
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New Delhi, [Gul-1-Raana, 8B, Hardinge Avenue], 
Working Committee Meeting, 5 December 1938, M. A. 
Jinnah presided! 


Resolution No 1 


The Executuve Council considered the senous situation that has arisen in 
the Central Provinces and Berar with regard to the mtroduction of the Vidya 
Mandir Schcme and its repercussions BIE over India and also considered the 
request of the C P Provincial Mushm League to launch Crvil disobedience as the 
Musalmans of the Province have exhausted all constituuonal methods to secure 
redress of their grievances The Executive Council resovled that Nawabzada 
Liaquat Ah Khan, ML A, Honorary Secretary, All India Muslim League, be 
deputed to go to the Central Provinces and examine the situation and submit his 
report before the Annual Session of the All India Muslim League at Patna 


Resolution No 2 


While the All India Muslim League fully sympathises with the aspirations of 
State subjects for their constitutional advancc, 1 deprecates the changed attitude 
on the part of the Congress whose main obyecuve in champronmg the cause of 
the States people 1s only to secure the establishment in the Indian States of 
an clective system enabling their representatives to be rcturned to the Federal 
Legislature irrespective of anything clse, in the hope that 11 might get a majority 
in the Federal Legislature The Council therefore views with grave apprehension 
the recent pronouncement of Mr Gandhi which threatens the extincuon of the 
ruling princes and the British Goverment with disastrous consequences 
if they did not meet the demand of the Congress 


The Muslim League 1s already opposed to the Federal scheme embodied 
in the Government of India Acto 1955 for reasons 11 has repeatedly made clear, 
and it warns the Britush Government that, 1f the methods of coercion and 
inumuidaucon resulted in the Briush Government yielding to the Congress, the 
Musalmans will not hesitate to resort to the most extreme measures in their 
opposition to such a position where their most vital interests would stand to 
be sacrificed 


Resolution No 3 


Resolved thal a committee of the following gentemen Su Abdoola Haroon, 
the Raya Saheb of Mahmudabad and Nawab Ismail Khan Saheb be appointed 
to select and adopt a candidate on behalf of the Muslim League who they may 
think suitable for the vacancy created in the Central Legistatrve Assembly by 
the death of Maulana Shaukat Al Saheb 


LIAQUAT ALI KHAN (Nawabzvada), MLA,(UP) 
Honorary Secretary, All India Mushm League 
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5 


Patna, Working Committee Meeting, 27 December 
1938, M.A. Jinnah presided! 


1 The Honorary Secretary explained the poston regarding his visit to 
Nagpur in connection with the Vidya Mandir Scheme which was noted 


The Committee resolved that the Honorary Secretary be authonsed to attend the 
proposed mecting between the Premier and the Muslim ML Asof CP as 
desired by the CP Prermer 


2Mr SA Azz and Mr Muhammad Ashique Warsi members from Bihar, 
brought the matter of the cow sacrifice and slaughter of kinc to the notice 
of the Committee and explamed their gievances against the unsatisfactory 
manner in which the local Government was dealing with it The Committee 
was of opinion that the Bihar Provincial Muslim League should pursue all consti- 
tunional channels available to them and report the resul1 to the Commnttce 


3 Mahk Barkat Al had given nouce of the following reso)jution which he 
however did not move 


“That the organising Committee aprowied at Calcutta to set up and establish 
the Punjab Provincial Muslim ague and its branches under the new 
constitution be dissolved and anew organising Committee consisting of 
the following gentlemen be sect up for the same purpose ” 


(Names to be communicated later) 


LIAQUAT ALI KHAN (Nawabrada) MLA (UP) 
Honorary Sccretary, All India Muslim League 


6 


Meerut, [Mustafa Castle], Working Committee Meeting, 
26 March 1939, MA Jinnah presided? 


Resolution No 1 


The Honorary Secret made his report regarding his visit to Nagpur in 
connection with the Vidya Mandir Scheme which was recorded As aresult of the 
settlement between the Government of C P and the Mushm League regardmg the 
Proposed Vidya Mandir Scheme the Working Committee note with satisfaction 
that C P_ Mushms are taking pracucal steps to advance Muslim education and 


ut appeals to every Musalman to assist the association which 1s bemg formed 
for the purpose 
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Resolution No 2 


Resolved that the matter of Palesune should stand over ull the British proposals 
are known 


Resolution No 3 


In view of the set policy of the Congress and other Hindu organisanions 
to achreve Hindu supremacy and their persistence in resorting to coercive and 
subversive methods im the Indian States the Mushm League 1s gravely 
concerned with regard to the fate of the Musalmans in various States and therefore 
carnestly advises them to effectively organise themselves forthwith in order 
to protect ther liberties, rights and interests and assures them of its fullest 
support and assistance im their struggic 


Resolution No 4 


Whereas the All India Muslim League 1s opposed to the Scheme of Federation 
embodied in the Government of India Act 1935 and whereas the working 
of the provincial part of the Constitution has created grave apprehensions amongst 
Mushms and other mimormties regarding their future because the Provincial 
scheme has utterly failed to safeguard cvcen the clementary nghts of the Mushm 
minorities in various provinces and whcreas by aresolution passed at the Patna 
Session m December 1938 the Presidcntof the All India Mushm League was 
authorised to adopt such course as may be necessary with a view to explore 
the possibility of a sunable alternative which will safeguard the interests of the 
Musalmans and other minorities the President with the concurrence of the 
Working Committee hereby appoints a committee of the following Foun 
lo examine vanous schemes already propounded by those who are fully versed 
in the constitutional developments of India and other countnes and those that 
may be submitted hereafter to the President and report to the Working Committee 
their conclusions at an early date 


M A Jinnah (President) 

The Hon Sir Sikandcr Hyat Khan 

Nawab Muhammad Ismail Khan Saheb 

Syed Abdul Aziz Sahcb 

Sir Abdoola Harcon 

The Hon Sir Kh Nazimuddin 

Abdul Matin Choudhn Saheb 

Sardar Aurangzeb Khan Saheb 

Nawabzada Liaquat Alt Khan Saheb (Convencr) 


WOBWIAAARWDY — 


Resolution No 5 


Regarding the question of the Madras Presidency Muslim League, 1t_ was 
decided to await the reply to the letter sent by the Honorary Secretary to K TM 
Ahmed Ibrahim Saheb on 11th of March 1939 In the meantime Haj: Abdul 
Sathar Hay) Essak Sait was requested m collaboration with other Icaders to 
ee what he can for the establishment of the Presidency Muslim League m 

adras 


With regard to the Provincral Muslim League in Onssa, Syed Abdul Aziz 
Saheb was requested to get in touch with the leaders m Onssa and see what 
could be done 
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Resoluuon No 6 


(a) Resolved that the Imperial Bank of India, be and are hereby appointed 
Bankers to the All India Muslim League 


(b) That all cheques on the Banking account be signed and all bills, notes, 
and other negotiable instruments be drawn, accepted and made on behalf of the All 


India Muslim League by Raya Muhammad Amir Ahmad Khan Saheb, the 
Honorary Treasurer 


(c) That cheques, bills, notes and other negotiable mstruments payable to 


the All India Muslim League may be endorsed for the All India Muslim League 
by the Secretary 


(d) That a copy of these resolutions, signed by the chairman, be handed 
to the Bank together with specimens of the necessary signatures 


Resolution No 7 


The Budget for the year 1939 was passed 


LIAQUAT ALi KHAN (Nawabzada), MLA, (UP) 
Honorary Secretary, All India Muslim League 


a 


Bombay, [Jinnah’s” residence, Little Gibbs Road], 
Working Committee Meeting, 2-3 July 1939, M.A 
Jinnah presided! 


Resoluuon No 1 


The Working Committee of the All India Muslim League considered the 
correspondence that has passcd between Maulana Abul alam Azad and Syed 
Abdur Rauf Shah Saheb regarding the appointment of a Muslim Minister in C P 
The committee was of opmion that no individual Province should negotiate or 
come to any settlement with the Congress with regardto the Hindu Muslim 

uesuion m their provinces and if any such proposals are received from the 
na as intumation should be sent to the effect that the matter should be referred 


e Congress to the President or the Working Committee of the All India 
uslhm League 


Resolution No 2 
ole ee 
Resolution No 3 

The Working Committee of the All India Mushm League expresses tts full 


sympathy with Indian nationals in South Africain their struggle against the 


. pons and unjust segregation measure and extends to them al possible 
erp 
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Resolution No 4 


The Working Committee of the All India Mushm League strongly urges upon 
the Government of India to take prompt steps for the protechon of the nghts 
of Indians in Ceylon 


Resolution No 5 


The Werking Committee of the AH India Mushm League urges upon the 
Government of India to take ummediate action to secure justice and fair 
treatment to the Indian nationals m Belgian Congo 


Resolution No 6 


The Working Committee of the All India Mushm League having exammed 
the Whitc Paper on Palestine and having heard the Mushm League delegates, 
are of opimion that the proposals embodied in the White Paper are most 
unsausfactory and disappomtng and arc totally unacceptable 


The Committee urges upon the Bnush Government to meet the Arab 
dumands and redeem the solemn pledges made to the Arabs and the Musalmans 
of India who stood by them sohdly m the Great War 


Resolution No 7 


The Working Commitice of the All India Mushm League hereby resolves 
that a Palestine Fund be opened forthwith for the relicf of the dependents of those 
who lost their lives or suffered im the struggle for independence and for the 
protccuion of the First Qtbla of Musalmans The followmg Committee with 

wers to co opt, 18 appointed to devise ways and means of collecting moncy 
or the Palestine Fund and remitting the same to Palestine through the President 
of the All India Muslim League 


Sir Abdoola Haroon 

Abdur Rahman Siddiqui 

Hay: Abdul Sathar Haji Essak Sait 
Su Currimbhoy Ebrahim 

Choudhry Khaliquzzaman (Convener) 


AhAWNs 


Resolution No 8 


The Working Committee of the All India Muslim League eae 
the services rendered by Messrs Abdur Rahman Siddiqui and Choudhry 
Khaliquzzaman who went to Cairo London and Near East in connection with the 
Palestine Question 


Resolution No 9 


Resolved that the Madras Provincial Muslim League be affiliated to the 
All India Musiim League 


Resolution No 10 


The consideration of the report of the Economic Programme Committee was 
postponed 
Resolution No 11 

The question of Muslim National Guard could not be considered as the report 
of the Committee appointed by the Council! in this connection was not received 


It was decided that the Commiuttec be requested to submit their report, the 
latest by the end of September 1939 
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Resolution No 12 


The Working Commitee of the All India Muslim League considered the 
explanation of Sir Abdul Halum_ Ghaznavi regarding his resignation from the 
Mushm League Party in the Central Assembly e Working Committee 
declined to consider the acceptance of his resignation from the Council of the 
All India Muslim League as it was sent by Sir AH Ghaznavi after the recerpt 
of the nouce by the Viancrary Secretary calling for an explanation asto why 
disciplin action should not be taken against him regarding his conduct in 
resigning from the Muslim League Party m the Central Assembly and defying the 
resolutions of the Council of the All India Muslim League The Committee 
resolved after giving full consideration to all papers, documents and evidence 
that the name of Sir A H Gavnavi be removed from the Council of the All India 
Muskm League and further, that he should be disqualified for the membership 
of the League organisation for the next four years from 3rd July 1939 


Resolution No 13 


The Working Committec of the All India Muslim Leaguc has received reports 
and representations of maltreatment and injustice being donc to the Musalmans 
in the various Indian States namely Jarpur, Jodhpur Bhavanagar Cutch and 
Patiala The Committee most carmestly urges upon the rulcrs of the States 
concerned to redress the grievances and protect the lives honour properties and 
liberues of their Muslim subjects thereby creating a sense of secunty amongst 
them and preventing the situation from taking 4 senous tum 


Resolution No 14 


The yore Committec of the All India Muslim League has every sympathy 
with the Mushm Muhajinn from Jarpur who_have been undcrgoing great 
hardship and suffernng since they left their homes The Committee urges upon the 
Jaipur Darbar to mcet the just demands of the Jaipur Mushms without further delay 
so that the situation that has beencreaicd may not worscn and al the same time 
advises the Muslims of Jaipur to suspend civil disobedience and organise 
themselves effectively as their salvation lics in their own inherent strength 


Resolution No 15 


The Working Committee of the All India Muslim League views with grave 
concern the situation that 1s being created by the mischievous activities and 
Propaganda of the Arya Samayists and Himdu Mahasabhaists all over India in 
organising and despatching jathas {organized gangs] to Hyderabad, with the 
ostensible object of vindicating their religious mghts m order to coerce the 
State Administration The Working Committee warns the Arya Samay and the 
Mahasabha organisations that the offensive bearing of these yafhas and shoutin 
of provocative slogans has created tense bitterness among the Muslims an 
unless these provocative jathas are stopped forthwith, there 1s a grave danger of 
sporadic clashes devcloping into widespread intercommunal sunfe throughout 
the country The Working Committee urges upon the provincial Governments and 
the Paramount Power to take immediate and adequale action in order to slop 
this michicf which senously threatens the peace and tranquillity of the country 


Resolution No 16 


Apart from us origin conception and communal aspect, there are 
fundamental objections to the Wardha Scheme of Basic Educahion, and the 
Working Commitice disapproves the Wardha Scheme and the tcxtbooks which 
have been prepared in this connection on the following grounds, among others 
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1 The Scheme 1s calculated to destroy Muslim culture gradually but surely 
and to secure the domination of Hindu culture 


2 It imposes the Congress ideology and aims at mnculcating, among others, 
the doctrme of ahimsa 


3 Its objective 1s to infuse the political creed, pohcy and programme 
of one party, namely the Congress, imto the minds of the children 


4 Ithas neglected the question of providing facihues forreligious mstrucuon 


5 Under the guise of name Hindustam the scheme 1s meant to spread what 
1s highly Sanskntised Hind: and to suppress Urdu whichis really the lingua 
franca of India at present 


6 The textbooks prescribed and provisionally sanctionedby some 
Provincial Governments, are highly obyecnionable from the Mushm point 
of view in that they are not only offensive to the feelings and sentiments of 
the Muslims, but they are mainly devoted to the praises of Hindu religion, 
philosophy and heroes, and minimise the Islamic contnbution to the world 
and India in particular ignore Mushm culture history and heroes and 
speak of them with scant courtesy 


Resolution No 17 


The Working Committee of the All India Mushm League considered the 
request of the Bihar Provincial Muslm League to launch civil disobedience 
against the Wardha Scheme of Basic Education The Committee decided that, in 
the first mstance, the Bihar Provincial Muslim League should send a memonal 
representing their complete case against the Wardha Scheme to the Governor 
General, the Governor and the Prime Mimster of Bihar, and report to the Working 
Committee the result of these representauons The Working Commitice in this 
connection advises all other Provincial Leagues also to do hkewise 


Resolution No 18 


The Working Committee of the All India Muslim League views with grave 
apprehension the resolutions, as reported 1m the Press, passed at the recent Home 
Ministers Conference held at Simla parucularly the resolution number one, 
which runs as follows ‘It 1s recommended to all Provincial Governments 
that they should undertake a concerted campaign against propaganda of a 
communal nature and agaist incitement to violence of any kind whatever,’ as 
its Izkely that m the absence of any authoritative explanation as to what 1s 
meant by the phrase ‘propaganda of a communal nature,’ the Congress 
Minismes, which are o sed to the Mushm League movement, will abuse the 
opportumty that 15 afforded to them by victumising the Muslim League 
organisation, the Mushim Press and sufling the Mushm public opinion on any and 
every pretext The Working Commitice while requesting the Home Department, 
Government of India to issue a public statement explaining what the Home Min 
isters conference meant by the phrase, ‘propaganda of a communal! nature’, warns 
Congress Mimismes of grave consequences which will follow any move on 
thei part that 1s likely to misuse or abuse the decisions of the Home Mimsters 
conference m order to muzzle the legitimate public opinion m their provinces 


Resolution No 19 


The Working Committee of the All India Muslhm League considered the 
sition of Muslums in Congress governed Provinces and, as ful! representations 
ave already been made to e¢ Governor General recently, the Committee 
decided to postpone this matter tll next October Before taking any definite 
step it was decided to awa:t the action of the Governor-General The Committee 
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hopes thatthe Governor-General would consider the r sentations thal have 
been made to him and will not fail to discharge his obligations, as required 
by the Statute, m safeguarding the nghts and interests of Mushms 


LIAQUAT ALI KHAN (Nawabzvada), MLA (UP) 
Honorary Secretary, All India Musinum League 


8 


New Delhi, [Gul-i-Raana, Hardinge Avenue], Working 
Comnuttee (Emergency) Meeting, 17-18 September 
1939, M.A. Jinnah presided! 


1 The Working Committee of the All India Mushm League appreciate the 
course adopted by H E the Viceroy m inviting Mr M A Jinnah President of the 
All India Mushm League and apprising him regarding the international) situauion 
resulting in war and his own views, to be conveyed to the Muslim League 
The Working Committee have givcn their most earnest consideration to H E 
the Viceroy’s views conveyed to them by the President and also to the 
penance made by the Viccroy since the declarauon of war by Great 

mitain as also His Excellency s address to the Members of the Central 
Legislature on the 11th of September 1939? 


2 The Committee are of opinion that the views expressed by the Council of 
the All India Mushm Leaguc by its resolution No 8 of the 27th of August 
1939 im the following words ‘while deploring the policy of the Bnush 
Government towards the Mushms of Indsa by attempting lo force upon them 
agarmot their will a constitution, and in particular the Federal Scheme as embodied 
in the Government of India Act 1935. which allows a pcrmanent hosule communal 
majority to trample upon their religious, pohtical social and economic rights and 
the utter neglect and indifference shown by the Viceroy and the govemors in the 
Congress governed provinces in exercising their special powcrs to protect and 
sccure justice to the minorities, and towards the Aeabe in Palestine in refusing to 
meet their demands holds the view that in these circumstances if the Bnush 
Government desires to enhst the support and the sympathy of the Muslims of 
the world and particularly of the Indian Mushms in future conungencies 1 must 
meet the demands of the Mushms of India without delay’, are the true sentiments 
and opimions of the Musalmans of India 


3 The Working Committee appreciate the declaration of H E the Viceroy, 
which ts 1n the interest of India and particularly the Musalmans, that the Federal 
Scheme embodied in the Government of India Act 1935 has been suspended 
They wish that instead of it being suspended 1t had been abandoned completely 
and desire to convey to His Majesty's Goveranient that they should do so without 
further delay The , Committee desire to make 1t clear that they do not endorse the 

Federal objective’ of His Majesty s Government referred to by His Excellency 
in his address to the Members of the Central Legislature and strongly urge 
upon the British Govemment to review and revise the enure problem of 
India’s future consttunon de novo mthe hghtof the experience gained by the 
working of the present provincial Consuituuonof dia and developments 
that have taken place since 1935 or may take place hereafter 
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4 The Committee im this connection wish to point out that Mushm India 
occupies a spectal and pecular position in the polity of India and for several decades 
ithad ho to occupy an honourable place m the national hfe, government and 
administration of the country and worked for free India with Free and 
Independent Islam im which they could play an equal part with the major 
community with complete sense of security for their religious, political, cultural, 
social, and economic rights and interests, but the developments that have taken 
place, and especially since the inauguration of the provincial Constitution based 
on the socalled democratic parhamentary system of government, and the recent 
expenences of over two years have estabhshed beyond doubt that 1t has resulted 
wholely mn a permanent communal majonty and the domination of the Hindus 
over the Muslim minonties whose hfe and liberty property and honour are 
mn danger and even their religious mghts and culture are being assailed and 
annthilated every day under the Congress Governments in various provinces 


5 That while Muslim India stands against exploitation of the people of India 
and has repeatedly declared in favour of ‘Free India’ it 1s equally opposed 
to the domination of Hindu majonty over Musalmans and other minormes and 
vassalszauion of Muslim India and 1s irrevocably opposed to any ‘federal 
objective’ which must necessarily result mn amayority Commumity rule under the 
guise of democracy and parhament system of government Such a 
constitution 18 totally unsuited to the genius of the peoples of the country which 
is composed of vanous nationaliues and docs not constitute a national state 


6 The Muslim League condemns unprovoked aggression and the docunne that 
mightis night’ and upholds the pnnuples of freedom of humanity and ‘that the 
will of the strongest itrespectrve of mght and jusuce cannot be allowed to 
preva * The Committee express their dcep sympathy for Poland, England and 
rance The Committee however feel that real and solid Muslim cooperation and 
SSpport to Great Bntain in this hour of her tnal cannot be secured successfully 
af His Majesty s Government and the Viceroy are unable to secure to the 
Musatmans justice and fair play in the Congress govemed provinces where today 
their hberty person, property and honour are in danger and even their elementary 
nghts are most callously trampled upon The Committee strongly urge upon His 
asesty’s Government and the Viceroy and Governor General to direct the 
Governors to exercise their special wers where any Provincial Ministry fails 
lo secure justice and fai play to the Musalmans or where they resort to oppression 
or interference with their pohtical economic social, and cultura] rights, in 
accordance with the sacred promises assurances and declarations repeatedly 
made by Great Britain in consequence of which these special powers were 
expressly embodied 1n the Statute The Committee regret to say that so far these 
special powers have remained dormant and obsolete and the Governors have failed 
to protect the rights of the Musalmans under the threat by the ‘High Command?’ of 
the Congress that exercise of these special powers on the part of the Governors will 
lead to crises 1n al] the Congress govermed provinces, where they are in a_ solid 
mayjonty 


7 While the Muslim League stands for the freedom of India, the Committee 
further urge upon His Majesty's Government and ask for an assurance that no 
declaration regarding the question of constitutional advance for India should be 
made without the consent and approval of the All India Muslim League nor any 
constitution be framed and finally adopted by His Majesty’s Government and the 
Bnush Parlaament without such consent and approval 


8 The policy of the British Government towards the Arabs in Palestine has 
wounded Beenh Muslim feehng and sentiment and all representations in that 
behalf have radio real effect so far The Committee once more urge upon His 
Majyesty’s Government to satisfy the Arab national demands 
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9 If full, effective, and honourable co-operation of the Musaimans ts desired by 
the British Government mm the grave cnsis which 1s facing the world today and if 
tis desired to bring it to a successful} termination, it must create a sense of secunty 
and satisfaction amongst the Musalmans and take into us confidence the Mushm 
League which isthe only orgarusation that can speak on behalf of Muslim India 


10) «At this cntical and difficult juncture the committee appeal to every 
Musalman to stand solidly under the Flag of the Ali India Mushim League with a 
solemn and sacred determination to make eve Eee for on 1t depend the future 
destiny and the honour of the 90 millions of Musalmans in India 


LIAQUAT ALI KHAN (Nawabzada), MLA, (UP) 
Honorary Secretary Al India Muslim League 


9 


New Delhi, [Gul-1-Raana, Hardinge Avenue]Working 
Committee (Emergency) Meeting, 22 October 1939, 
M.A. Jannah presided’ 


Resolutron No 1 


After careful exammaton of the statement of His Excellency the Viceroy dated 
the 17th October, 1939,? the Working Committee of the All India Muslim League 
appreciate that His Majesty s Government have emphatucally repeated the 
unfounded claim of the Congress that they alone represent all India and note 
with satusfaction that His Majesty’s Government recognise the fact that the All 
India Muslim League alone truly represents the Musaimans of India and can 
speak on their behalf, also, that the nghts and interests of the mmorities and 
other important interests concerned have been duly recognised 


The Commiuttec, however, feel constrained to state that the points of vital 
roe raised by the Muslim League in their statement dated September 18 
1939% are not precisely and categorically met The Committee, therefore, venture 
to suggest that im order to secure cooperation on equal footing, as desired by His 
Excellency, further clanfication and discussion of those matters that are Ieft in 
doubi and have not been met sausfactorily are necessary, with a view to arnve at 
a complete understanding, which alone would enable the Mushm League to 


cooperate in the matter which concems not only the Musalmans of India, but the 
country at large 


The Committee cannot wholly accept the narrauon of facts culminating in the 
enactment of the Government of India Act, 1935, as given in the statement of His 
Excellency, but do not think 11 1s necessary to enter into a controversy regarding 
those inaccuracies historic and otherwise The o sition of the Mushm League 
is not merely to the ‘details’ of the plans embodied m the Act of 1935 and the 
reconsideration thereof, but their demand 1s that the enure problem of India’s 
future constitution should be wholly exammed and revised de novo The 
Committee reiterate emphatically that no future plan of India’s Constitution will 
be acceptable to the Muslim League unless 1t meets with ther full approval 
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The Committee also considered the proposal! of His Excellency the Viceroy for 
the establishment of a ‘consultative group , but cannot at present express any 
opinion with regard to it until its status constituton powers scope and funciion 
are fully known but welcome further consultation regarding this matter as 
proposed by His Excellency in his statement 


In view of the urgency of the matter, the Committee hereby authorise the 
President to take such steps as he may consider proper to have the doubts removed 
and secure complete clanfication of His Excellency s statement and if the 
President 1s fully satisfied, the Commitice empower him to give assurance of 
cooperation and support on behalf of the Musalmans of India to the British 
Government for the purpose of prosecution of the war 


Resolution No 2 


The Working Committee hereby empower the President to advise, guide 
and issue mstructions to Mushm League Parties in the vanous Provincial 
Legislatures un the event of some sudden emergency arising 


The Muslm League Parties shall give effect to or carry out such mstrucuons 
as may be given by the President 


Resolution No 3 


The Working Committee regret that the Sind Government has failed so far to 
meet the reasonable demands of the Musalmans to hand over possession of the 
Manzilgah Mesaue to them notwithstanding ther repeated representations now 
for a considerable tume and have delayed the matter from tme to time which has 
ultumately forced the people to resort to direct action The Working Committee 
hope that the Government of Sind will without delay seule the matter to the 
satisfaction of the Musalmans of Sind 


The Working Committee further regret that the Sind Government should have 
thought fit to pass a special Ordinance and thercby resort to repressive excculive 
methods for which there appears no justificauon as there 1s no evidence that the 
application of the normal machinary of the law had proved inadequate and trust that 
nine will withdraw the Ordinance as soon as possible to restore public 
confidence 


Resolution No 4 


Resolved that the Annual Session that was to be held on the 28th, 29th, 
eel Eeeemeyr 1939 be postponed tll the end of March 1940 The dates to be 
1X! ater 


LIAQUAT ALI KHAN (Nawabzada) MLA (UP) 
Honorary Secretary, All India Muslim League 
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10 


Delhi [Gul-1-Raana, Harding Avenue], Working 
Committee Meeting, 3-6 February 1940, M.A. Jimnah 
presided! 


Present 
1 Mr M A Jinnah, President 
2 Nawabsada Liaquat Ali Khan, Honorary Secretary 
3 Sir Cummbhoy Ibrahim Bart Bombay 
4 Raya Muhammad Am Ahmad Khan Saheb U P 
5 Malik Barkat Ah Saheb Punjab 
6 Abdul Matin Saheb Choudhn, Assam 
7 Khan Saadullah Khan Saheb Peshawar 
8 Sardar Muhammad Aurangzeb Khan Saheb, Peshawar 
9 Sir Hay Abdoola Haroon 


10 The Hon MaulviA K Faslul Huq Bengal 
11. Hay Abdul Sathar Hay: Essak Sait, Madras 
42 The Hon K Nazimuddin, Bengal 

13. Choudhry Khaliquzzaman Saheb, U P 

14 Nawab Muhammad Ismail Khan Saheb, U P 
15 The Hon Sir Sikander Hyat Khan Punjab 
16 Syed Abdurraocof Shah Sahcb, C P 

17. Abdur Rahman Saheb Siddiqi Bengal 


The Committee considered the correspondence that passed between the 
President and the Viceroy in connection with the last resolunon of the Working 
Commitice on war The President also gave a gist of his talks withthe Viceroy The 
Committee passed the followimg resolution 


Resolution No 1 


The Working Committee of the All India Mushm Leaguc considered the 
correspondence that has passed between Mr M_ A Jinnah, the President, and 
His ey the Viceroy ending with his final reply dated the 23rd of 
December 1939 The Committee are of opimon that the reply of His 
Excellency 1s not sausfactory, as certain important points still require further 
clanficahon and elucidation The Committee, therefore, empower the 
President to place the views of the Working Committee before His Excellency 
and request him to reconsider the mattcr regarding the assurances asked for 
in tc resolutions of the ee dated the 18th of September and 
the 22nd of October 1939 and thereby remove all doubts and apprehensions 
from the mind of Musiim India 


2 The committec considcred the applications for affihation to the All India 


Muslim League from the Punjab, Assam and Onssa Provincial Muslim Leagues 
and passed the following Resolution 


Resolution No 2 


A Commilttec constsung of the followin 
g members 1s hereby a inted to 
eran the apphcations for affiliation to the All India Muslim League from 
¢ Punjab Assam and Onssa Provincial Muslim Leagues and report to the 


Committee 1 Nawab Muhammad Ismail Kh d 
Khaliquzzaman Saheb 3 Raya Saheb of Mah ube 2 Chaudhry 


‘Mushm League Documents Vol 129 Council Meetings, 1940, pp 30 37 
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3 The Committee considered the statement of Mr Abdur Rahman Siddiqi 
regarding the Day of Deliverance and passed the following Resolution 


Resolution No 3 


The Committee considered the statement of Mr Abdur Rahman Siddiqi 
regarding the Day of Deliverance Mr Siddiqi expressed his deep regrets at 
the language of his statement and for any reflection on the personality of the 
President contained init The Committee are of opinion that no member of the 
Working Committee should give public expression to his views against a 
decision of the Commzittec or the resident while still remaming a member 
of the Committee 


4 The Committee considered the telegram received from Syed Abdul Aziz 
Saheb of Patna resigning from membership of the Working Committee The 
following resoluuon was adopted 


Resolution No 4 


The Working Commitice accept with regret the resignation of Syed Abdul 
Aziz due to his appomtment as Law Member of H E H_ the Nizam’s 
Government and place on record their appreciation of his great services 
rendcred to the All Inca Mushm League and in particular, to the Province 
of Bihar and the Working Committee of which he was a member The 
Committee are glad to note that Syed Abdul Aziz will contmue to take 
abiding interest in the progress of the All India Muslim League and wish Syed 
Abdul Aziz every success in his great and responsible office in Nizam s 
Government 


5 The Committee examined the accounts for the year 1939 and the Budget for 
the first four months in 1940 and passed the following resoluuon 


Resoluuion No 5 


Resolved that the accounts for the year 1939 be passed subject to their being 
audited by Sir Abdoola Haroon and Hay:Abdul Sathar Hay: Essak Sait Itis 
further resolved that the Budget presented from the 1st of January to the 30th 
of April 1940 (four months) be sancuoned 


6 The Committe considered the question of sending a delegation on behalf of 
the League to England and passed the following resoluuon 


Resolution No 6 


Resolved that a delegation on behalf of the All India Muslim League 
consisting of the Hon Mr Fazlul Hug the Hon Sir K Nazimuddin the Hon 
Sw Sikander Hyat Khan and Choudhry Khaliquzzaman Saheb should visit 
England as soon as possible in order to put the case of Muslim India before 
the British people, Parliament and His Majesty s Government 


; It was decided that a sum of Rs 20,600 be collected from the provinces as 
olows 


Bombay Rs 5,000 00 
Bengal Rs 5,000 0 0 
panier Rs 5000 00 
N F Rs 2,500 00 
Sind s_ 2,500 0.0 

Total Rs 20 GOO 0 0 


7 The Committee considered fe eed of Kunwar Abdussalam Khan against 
the decision of the U P Provincial Muslim League regarding the elecuon of the 
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U P Legislative Counci) from Bulandshehar Kunwar Saheb sent a request to the 
Committee that he should be given an opportunity of putting his case personally 
before the Commiuttce The Commitice granted his request and consequently 
Kunwar Saheb together with hrs legal adivsor Mr Anis Khan, Vak3l, appeared 
before the Committee The Committee after giving full hearnng and careful 
consideration decided as follows 


Resolution No 7 


The Working Committee having carefully examined the ground of appeal 
against the decision of the U P Provincial Mushm League regarding the election 
to the U P Lagislauve Council from Bulandshaher filed by Kunwar Abdussalam 
Khan and having heard in person the Kunwar Saheb together with his legal adviser 
are of opimion that the decision of the Working Committee of the U P Provincial 
Muslim League should be con firmed and the parties concerned be informed lo act 
accordingly 


8 The Committee considered the resolutions which were referred to it by 
resoluuon No 6of thc Council passed on the 28th of August 1939 and adopted the 
following resolution 


Resolution No 8 


The Committee considered the resolution No 6 of the Council passed on 
the 28th of August 1939 and resolved that according to the Constitution and 


Rules of the All India Muslim Leaguc no disciplinary action can be taken tn 
the matter 


9 The Committee considered the case of finng by Police on Musalmans at 
BurhanpurC P onthe 15th of January 1940 and adopted the following resolution 


Resolution No 9 


The woe Committee depiore the finng by Police on Musalmans at 
Burhanpur C on the 15th of January 1940! The Committee urge upon 
H E the GovernorofC P to appomt an impartial tribunal to enquire into the 


meidents and take such steps as may be necessary for the conduct of an 
impartial and fair enquiry 


10 The Commutee decided to postpone the consideration of the Report of the 
National Guards Commuttce and adopted the following 


Resoluuon No 10 


Resolved that the consideration of the Report of the National Guards 
Committee be postponed ull the neat meeting of the Working Committee 


In this connection some members raised the question of the Khaksars and 
wantcd that some definite statement in this connection should be issued on 
behalf of the Commitice as there was a great misunderstanding regarding the 
activiiics ofthe Khaksars [twas mentionedin the course of the discussion that 
y account of the attutude of the Muslim League nat bering definitely clear, the 
iat League work was sufferimg m some parts of the country as the 

Sars are doing some propaganda which was not in the mterest of the 


League The Committee decide: Ot to any action oT make any staten 
d 
n take 1 y 


11 The Committee considered the letter of Sh Shujaul Haq Saheb, General 


'The trouble had started 
police finn, Gallon nome ee of music before a mosque 1n the cily by Sikhs In the 


reports tn Star of india 16 and 17 January 1940" Riedy lulled annd.iielve muna “Pe 
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Secret of Jarpur Muslim Relief Commtttee, askmg monetary help from the 
League for the payment of certaim outstanding bills in connection with the stay of 
Jaipur Mohayinin in Delh The Committee regretted that the funds of the League 
aid Rot permit them to give any monetary assistance 


12 The Committee considered the letter of the Editor of the Wahdat regarding 
the security of Rs 1,000/ demanded by the local Government from the paper The 
matter was entrusted to Hay: Abdul Sathar Hay: Essak Sant to be dealt with by 
the Mushm League party 1n the Central Assembly 


13 The Committee considered the question of publication by the League of the 
History of the All India Muslim League wntten by Mr Noman Mr A Siddiqi was 
requested to go through the manuscript and send his opmion about it to the 
Honorary Sccretary It was decided that if the President and the Secretary after 
gutuing the views of Mr Siddiqi were of opimson that the History should be 
published the Honorary Secretary could do so' The estimated cost of 1,000 
copies of the History 1s about Rs 1,500/ 


14 The Committee considered the quesuon of Muslim demands and future 
constitution of India The following broad outhne were agreed to 


1 Musalmans are not a mmonty im the ordinary sense of the word They are 
a nation 


2 Bntish system of democratic pee party system of government 
iS Not suited to the genius and condition of the people of India 


3 Those zones which are composed of majyonty of Musalmans im the 
physical map of India should be constituted mto Independent Dominions 
in direct relationship with Great Britain 


4 Inthosc zones where Muslims areinmuinonty_ their interests and those of 
other minorities must be adcquately and effectively safeguarded and 
sumilar safeguard shall be provided for the Hindus and other minonues 1n 
the Mushm zones 


5 The various units in each zone shall form component parts of the Federation 
m that zone as autonomous units 


15 It was resolved that Choudhry Khaliquzzaman Sahcb should be appointed 
a member of the Constitution Sub-Committee in place of Syed Abdul Aziz 


LIAQUAT ALI KHAN (Nawabzada), MLA, (UP) 
Honorary Secretary, All India Mushm League 


The work was eventually published —Mcohammad Noman, Musiim India Rise 
and Growth of the All India Muslim Leauge, Kitabistan, Allahabad 1942 


652 


APPENDIX XIX 


il 


Lahore, {Momdot Villa], Working Committee Meeting, 
22 March 1940, MA Jinnah presided! 


The following members of the Committee were present 


WKMIRAAW He 
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M A Jinnah Esq, the President of the All_ India Mushm League 
Nawabzada Liaquat Ah Khan Saheb, Honorary Secretary, All 
India Muslim League 
The Hon’ble Sir Sikander Hyat Khan, Premier of the Punjab 
The Hon ble Sir K Navimuddin, Bengal 
Abdurrahman Saheb Siddiqi, M LA, Bengal 
Muhammad Ashique Warsi Saheb, Bihar 
Nawab Muhammad Ismail] Khan Saheb, U P 
Begum Sahcba Maulana Muhammad Ali 
Mahk Barkat Ah Saheb, Punjab 
Sardar Aurang7cb Khan Saheb, N W FP 
Khan Saadullah Khan Saheb N -W FP 
Si Abdoola Haroon, MLA Central 
Syed Abdur Rauf Shah Saheb, C P 
ay) Abdul Sathar Hay: Essak Sait, M LA Central 


Resolution No 1 


The Committee prepared the draft of aresolution regarding the future Constitution 
of India for submission to the Subjccts Committee 


LIAQUAT ALI KHAN (Nawabzada), MLA,(UP) 
Honorary Secretary, All India Muslhm League 


‘La A 
(3a) Up An ae Of the All India Muslim League, December 1938 March 
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Indian National Congress Resolutions, Annual 
Sessions, 1935-40 


1 


Lucknow, 49th Annual Session, 12-14 April 1936, 
Jawaharlal Nehru _ presided! 


Condolence 


The Congress expresses its sense of sorrow and loss at the deaths of Sriyuts 
BN Sasmal, MV Abhyankar, AT Gidwani, V AK Sherwam, Anf Hasvi, 
Deep Nereyen Singh, Shapury1 Saklatwala, Sir Dmshaw Wacha Nabin Chandra 
Bardola, Shrimatii Kamala Nehru, Syts Mohanlal Pandya Seth Nathmal 
Choradia, Ganpatrao Tikekar TV Venkataram Iyer Aga Muhammad Safdar 
and Mahadeo asad Seth 


Greeting to Prisoners 


The Congress sends its greeting to the thousands of Indians whom British 
impenalism keeps in prison, m detention and m exile, and who suffer in silence 
and with brave endurance in the cause of India’s freedom In partucular the 
Congress sends affectionate greetings to Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, a member of 
the Working Committee and offers its earnest sympathy to the people of the North 
West Frontier Province, and of Midnapore district and other parts of Bengal, who 
have long had to endure the fiercest repression under a regime approximating 
to Martial Law 


Subhas Chandra Bose's Arrest 


This Congress has learnt with mdignation of the arrest under Regulation II of 
1818 of Shn Subhas Bose on his return to India after long exile when he was on 
his way to attend this session of the Congress This congress considers it a further 
and significant proof cof how Bnttsh umpenalism continues to use its full apparatus 
of repression to prevent normal pohtical and personal life m India To Shn 
Subhas Chandra Bose the Congress sends its warm greetings and sympathy 


Suppression of Civil Liberties 


The Congress draws public attention again to the widespread and intensive 
suppression of civil and, in any instances, personal liberties in India by the 
Bntish Government with the obyect of crushing the national and labour and 
peasant movements In particular, to the banning of hundreds of Congress and 
other national organisations, and labour and peasant unions, and political and other 

Toups, seizure and contunued possession by the Government of many Ashrams 
theresa) and other educational instituuons, the continuation of the Ordinance 
regime by the certification and passage of the Cnminal Law Amendment Act, 
even after its reyection twice by the Assembly, and the enactment of simular 
Provincial Acts, the proscription and banning of books and elas the 
numerous Jaws and censorship resulting in the suppression of 348 newspapers in 
recent years and the forfeiture of large sums deposited as securities, the detention 
of Jarge number of people for mdefimte periods without charge or mal, the 


‘AM Zaidi and SG Zaidi (eds), The Encyclopaedia of Indian National Congress 
Combating an Unwanted Constitution, Vot XI 1936 1938, Indian Insutute of Applied 
Research New Delm, 1980, pp 113 120 
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numerous special and additional disabilities under which the Poors of the Frontier 
Province have to suffer; the many encroachments on personal Irberty in parts of 
Bengal, the restricuon by externment, mternment and otherwise to the free 
movement of persons within the country, thus preventing them from carrying on 
their usual occupations and business, and even obstructing humanitarian and rehef 
work, the application of measures like the Criminal Tnbes Act and the Foreigners 
Act to political workers, mdiscnminate and widespread searches of houses, the 
difficulues placed in the way of Indians going abroad and the barners to the return 
home of many Indians m foreign countries, who have thus to live in exile far from 
their own pcople and their motherland 


The Congress notes that at no penod since the great Revolt of 1857 has the 
suppression of civil and personal liberties and the repression of the Indian people 
which 1s the normal feature of Bnush administration in India today, been so great 
asitisnow While recognising that this extraordinary suppression and repression 
arc mcasures of the strength and success of India’s struggle for freedom, the 
Congress desires to point out that such 1s the background to the Constitution Act 
m spitc of the statements made by representatives of Bntish Government that 
constitutional progress 1s being made in India 


Further, the Congress deeply regrets that in the Indian States there 1s a similar 
suppression of civil and personal hberties and in many of them conditions in this 
respect are even worse than in the rest of India and almost every kind of liberty 15 
non existent, that im somc States even the Congress has been banned and normal 

caceful work of organization prevented, and insult offered to the National Flag 

he Congress realises that the effective power behind the States 1s that of the 
Bnush Government and many of the States are under the dircct contro] of British 
officers Howsoever the responsibilty for this deplorable state of affairs might be 
shared between the Brush Goverment and the rulers of the States the Congress 
declares that 1tcan recogmsc no diffcrentiation m personal, civil and democratic 
hbertics as between the States and the rest of India 


The Congress expresses the determination of the Indian people that 
notwithstanding this attempt to paralyse national growth and activity they will 
continue to face the situation with courage and fortitude and will carry on the 
struggle for freedom tll independence 1s achieved 


Foreign Department 


The Congress authorises and directs the Working Committee to organize a 
toreign department of the AICC office to work under the gencral superintendence 
of the Working Gencral Secretary and with such special staff as may be necessary, 
with a view to create and maintain contacts with Indians overseas, and with 
mternationdl national labour and other orgamsations abroad with whom 
cooperation 1s possible and 15 hkely to help in the cause of Indian freedom 


World Peace Congress 


Ht This Congress, having considered the mvitation of Monsieur Romain Rolland 
onorary President of the World Commiuttec of struggle against War and Fascism, 
6 participate m the World Congress for peace to be held in Geneva m September 


are Garces Its ae gs Lo the organisers of the Peace Congress and assurances 
pathy and cooperation im the grea eC 
Soiree pe great work of ensunng peace in th 


auional and social freedom The Con d that 
gress is convince: a 

eee can only be established on an endunng basis when the causes of war are 
and the dommation and exploitation of nation by nations is ended 


War Danger 


Pie: ae » at sts sessions held m Madras mm 1927 drew the attention of the 


anger of impenalist war and the possibility of India berng made 
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tool nm such aconfhict for imperialist purposes, and declared the nght of the Indian 
copic to refuse to participate in any such war without their express permission 
at danger has become more evident and urgent since then with the growth of 
fascist dictatorships, the Italian attack on Abyssinia: the contnumng Japanese 
aggression in North China and Mongoha, the nvalres and conflicts of the great 
imperialist powers and the fevensh growth of armaments, and vast and ternble 
war threatens the world In such a war an attempt will inevitably be madc to drag 
m and exploit India to her manifest disadvantage and for the benefit of Briush 
umpenahsm The Congress therefore reiterates its old resolve and wams the people 
of the country against the danger, and declares 1ts opposition to the participation 
of India in any impenalist war 


Sympathy for Abyssinia 


The Congress expresses the sympathy of the Indian nation for the Etmopian 
people who are so heroically defending their coun against imperialist 
aggression and considers Abyssinia’s fight as part of the fight of all exploned 
nations for freedom 


The Congress condemns the great powers and the League of Nations for their 
policy in regard to the Italo-Abyssimian war 


Government of India Act 


Whereas the Government of India Act, 1935, which is based on the White Paper 
and Joint Parhamentary Report and which is inmany rcspects even worse than the 
propesals contamed m them in no way represents the will of the nation 1s 
designed to facilitate and perpctuate the domination and exploitation of the people 
of India and is imposed on the country to the accompaniment of widespread 
repression and the suppression of civil liberties, the Congress reiterates 1ts 
reyection of the new constituuon in its entirety 


The Congress, as representing the will of the Indian people for national freedom 
and a democratic siaic, declares thal no consuluuon imposed by outside authority 
and no constitution which curtails the sovercignty of the people of India and 
does nat recognise their nght to shape and control fully their poliucal and 
economic future can be accepted In the opinion of the Congress such a 
consutuuion must be based on the independence of Indiaas anation and it can only 
be framed by a Consutucnt Assembly elected on adult franchise of a franchise 
which approximates to it as nearly as possible The Congress thercfore reiterates 
and stresses the demand for a Constutwent Assembly im the name of the Indian 
people and calls upon its representatives and members 1n legislatures and outside 
to work for the fulfiliment of this demand 


In view of the fact that elections for their Provincial legislatures under the new 
Act may, according to official statements, take place before the next session of 
the Congress, this Congress resolves that m such an event candidates should be 
put forward on its behalf to contest such seats m accordance with the mandate of 
the Congress and m pursuance of its declared policy Such candidates must be 
chosen from those who fully support the Congress objective of Indian 
Independence and pledge themselves to carry out its policy in regard to the 
legislatures 


The AICC shall place before the country prior to the election a mamfesto 
explaining the pohtucal and economic policy and programme of the Congress in 
conformity with the resolutions passed by it from time to ume The Provincial 
Congress Committee may further supplement the mamfesto by adding thereto 
specific items which have special application to their respective provinces All 
ce manifestos must be approved by the Working Committee of the 


Resolved further that the functions of the Parhamentary Board be discharged 
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wn future by the Working Committee of the AICC The Working Commuttec 1s 
authorised to appomt such Boards or Commitices as may be necessary to organise 
elections to legislatures as well as to guide coordinate and contro! the activities 
of Congress members 1n legislatures Accordingly the Parliamentary Board 
need not be reconstituted hereafter 


The question of acceptance ornon acceptance of office by Congress members 
elected to the legislatures under the consutution having been agitated im the 
country, the Congress m view of the uncertamtes of the situation as it may 
develop, considers 1t inadvisable to commit itself to any decisron at this stage on 
the question and leaves it to be decided at the proper ime by the AICC aftcr 
consulting the Provincial Congress Commiultices 


Indians Abroad 


This Congress reiterates its sympathy for the Indian settIcrs in South Africa, East 
Afnea “/ansibar and the Fiji Islands and deplores the continuing detcnoration in 
they status and the privation of personal and property mghts m spite of past 
agreements and declarations of Local and Bnush Governments and assures them 
ofits Teadiness to take such aclion as may be within its powcr to ameliorate 
thar condition 


Congress and Mass Contacts 


The Congress is of opinion that it 1s desirable to develop closer association 
between the masses and the Congress organis auion so that they may take greatcr 
share in the shaping of Congress policy and m its acuvities and the organisation 
musht become even more tesponsive to thei needs and desires With a view to this, 
and further to bring about closer co opcration with other organisations of 
peasants workers and others, which aim at the freedom of the Indian people and 
to make the Congress ajoint frontof all the anti impenalist elements in the country 
this Congress appoints a commuttce consisting of Sriyuts Rajendra Prasad, 
Jairamdas Daulatram and Jayprakash Narayan to make recommendations 1n this 
behalf including proposals fs such amendment of the constitution as may bc 
considered necessary The Commitee shall report to the AICC through the 
Working Committee by the end of July 1936 and its report shall be then circulated 
to provincial and distnct. committees for opimion The final recommendations of 
the AICC on this report shall be placed before the next session of the Congress 


Agrarian Programme 


This Congrcss 15 of opinion that the most important and urgent problem of the 
country 15 the appalling poverty, unemployment and indebtedness of the peasantry 
fundamentally duc to annquated and repressive land tenure and revenue systems 
and intensificd m recent years by the great slump in pnces of agncultural 
Brosuce The final soluuon of this problem mevitably involves the removal of 

nush wunpenalisuc exploitauion, a thorough change of the land tenure and 


revenue system and a recognition by the State of its duty to provide work for the 
Tural unemployed masses 


In view however, of the fact that agrarian conditions and land tenure and 
revenue systems differ m the vanous Provinces: it 18 desirable to consult the 
Provincial Congress Committecs and such present organizauions as the Working 
Commuttce considers fit, m the drawing up of a full All India Agrarian 
Programme as well as a programme for each province This congress, therefore, 
calls upon each Provincial Congress Commutice to make recommendations m 
detail to the orang Committee by August 31, 1936, for being considered and 


laced before the All India Congress Committee having parucular regard to the 
ollowing matters 
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1 Freedom of orgamzation of agncultural labourers and peasants 


2 Safeguarding of the interests of peasants where there are intermediaries 
between the State and themselves 


3 Just and fairrelief of agricultural mdebtedness including arrears of 
rent and revenuc 


4 Emancipation of the peasants from feudal and semifeudal levies 
5S Substanual reduction in respectof rent and revenue demands 


6 Ajyust allotment of the State expenditure for the social, economic and 
cultural amenities of village 


7 Protection against harassing restricuions on the uulisation of local natural 
facilities for their domestic and agricultural needs 


8 Freedom from oppression and harassment at the hands of Government 
officials and landlords 


9 Fostering industries for relicving rural unemployment 
Indian States 


This Congress while re-affirming the resolution regarding Indian States passed 
in the Calcutta Session of 1928, and expressing 1ls approval of the policy laddown 
m the statement issued by the AICC in Madras in October 1935 desires to make 
it clear that, in its opinion, the people of the State should have the same right of 
self-determmaton as those of the rest of Indta, and that the Congress stands for the 
same pohucal, c1vil and democratic liberues for every part of India Fhe Congress, 
however, desires to point out that the struggle for liberty withm the States has, in 
the very nature of things to be carried on by the people of the States themselves 


Amendment to Constitution 
Anumber of amendments to the Congress constitunon were passed 
Next Congress 


Resolved that the next session of the Congress be held in Maharashtra 


2 


Faizpur (Bombay Presidency), 50th Annual Session, 27- 
28 December 1936, Jawaharial Nehru presided' 


Condolence 


This Congress expresses its sense of sorrow and loss at the deaths of Dr. MA 
Ansan, Shn Abbas Tyabn, Dr M K Sambasivam Shn V O Chidambaram Pilla, 
Shn Krshna Kumar Mittra, Dr B Subramaniam, Pandit Pyarey Mohan 
Dattatreya and Shri Waman Rao Naik 


Vbid pp 201 14 
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World Peace Congress 


TheCongress having considered the report of Shri V K Kmshna Menonon the 
World Peace Congress, records its appreciation of the part he took 1n this Congress 
as its representauve It supports wholeheartedly the objective of the Beace 
Congress to ensure world peace by removing the causes of war and offers its full 
co-operation to it im this urgent and vital task The National Congress will 
willingly associate itself with the organization which the Peace Congress has 
established in this behalf The Congress, however, wishes to emphasise that 
impenalism itself 15 a continuing cause of war and its elmination 1s essential in 
the interests of world peace The President 1s authorised and directed to take 
necessary steps im this behalf 


Burma 


The Congress directs the All India Congress Committce to consider what, if any 
changes in the Congress constitution are necessitated by the political separation 
of Burma from India. The fate of the two countnes has been hnked together for 
ages past by strong cultural bonds and formany years they have struggled togethcr 
for freedom against Bnush Imperialism The pohtucal separation that 1s being 
enforced now against the wishes of a large body of Burmese opimion and im the 
intercsts of Bntish Impenalism cannot weaken the old bonds and must not be 
permitted to come in the way of our jomt struggle Any decision about the place 
of Burma in the Congress consutution must be arrived at after consultation with 


the people of Burma, and for this purpose the Working Committee should arrange 
for a representative to visit Burma 


In the event of any changes in the constatution in regard to Burma being 
considered desirable the All India Congress Committee 15 authorised to 
mcorporate them tn the constitution and to give cffect to them 


Spain 


The Congress has followed with the deepest sympathy and anxiety the struggle 
that is gomg on in Spam between the people of Spam and a military group aided 
by foreign mercenary troops and Fascist Powers in Europe The Congress realises 
that this struggic between democratic progress and Fascist reaction 1s of great 
aah oes ala to the future of the world and will affect the future of umpenalism and 
India The Congress has noted without surprise that in this struggle the policy of 
non intervention followed by the Bntssh Government has been such _as to hamper 
in many ways the Spanish Government and people in fighting the Fascist rebels 


and has thus in effect aided these rebels who are being openly backed and helped 
by the Fascist Powers 


The Congress on behalf of the people of India, sends greeungs to the Spanish 


Roce and the assurance of their solidanty with them in this great struggte for 
iberty 


Excluded Areas 


This Soneress 1s of oprmon that the creation of Excluded and Parually Excluded 
Areas and Chief Commissioners Provinces, including Bntsh Baluchistan, from 
re i January 1937 and covering the area of 207,900 square miles and inhabited 
ie mullion people 1s yet another attempt to divide the people of India into 
7 erent groups with unjustifiable and discriminatory treatment and to obstruct 
{© growth of umform democratic Institutions un the country 
This Congress 1s further of o 
pinion that the separation of these Excluded and 
ie gaily Exeluaed Areas 15 intended to leave a rece control of disposition and 
= p oe ton OL the mincral and forest wealth mm those areas and keep the inhabitants 
© areas apart from the rest of India for their easier exploitation and 
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suppression This Congress holds that the same level of democratic and 
self-governmg institutions should bc applicable to all parts of India without 
any distincuon 


Natural Calamities 


The Congress has noted with deep sorrow that an unprecedented number of 
natural calamitics has ravaged our country during the past year and flood and 
drought and famine and cyclone have brought intense suffering to vast numbers 
of our people, whom poverty and unemployment have already reduced to such dire 
straus Fhe Congress expresses its deep sympathy with vicums of those calamities 
and its apprecration of the fortitude displayed by the people in facing them 
It congratulates those individuals and non official agencies who, by their loving 
service and assistance, have helped to alleviate distress 


The Congress feeis that no sufficient effort has been made so far by the 
Government to institute scirentufic mnquines mito the causes of the floods, which are 
becoming more frequent and widespread, and that 11 should certainly be possible 
to control such floods to a large extent or prevent water from accumulaung by 
mcasures taken m that behalf especially by an examination of the effect of 
burlding numerous railway embankments without asufficxentnumber of culverts 
to allow frce passage of water 


The Congress 1s of opinion that the widespread misery caused by the vanous 
calamiues should be reheved by state achon on an adequate scale in particular, by 
a total remission of rent and revenue and water and other ratcs of the current year 
in the worst affected area anda substantial reduction m the partly affected area, 
and by a moratonum of arrears of rent revenue and agricultunsts’ debts Interest 
free loans and other help free or at reduced rates, should also be given to enable 
those who have been rendered destitute, to start hfe afresh 


War Danger 


The Congress has drawn repeated attention in the past to the danger of 
imperialist war and has declared that India can be no party to um Since the last 
session of the Congress the cnsis has deepened and fascist aggression has 
mereased the fascist powers forming alliances and grouping themselves together 
for war with the intention of dommat:ng Europe and the world and crushing 

olitical and social freedom The Congress 15 fully conscious of the necessity of 
acing this world menace in cooperation with the progressive nations and peoplcs 
of the world, and especially with those peoples who are domimated over and 
exploitcd by mperialism and fascism Intheeventof sucha world war taking place 
there 1s grave danger of Indian manpower and resources being utilised for the 
purposes of British imperialism, and1tis, therefore necessary for Congress to warm 
the country again against this and prepare it toresist such exploitation of India and 
her people Nocredits must be voted for such a war and voluntary subscnptions and 
war loans must not be supported and all other war preparations resisted 


Frontier Policy 


In the opimon of the Congress the policy pursucd by the Government of India 
onthe North-West Frontier has been a total failure and has caused great myury both 
to the interests of India and the transborder tribes This policy has been pursued 
in the interests of impertalism and mostly with the object of justifying the heavy 
miltary expenditurein India andof providing training under sem1-war conditions 
for otherwise idle troops maimtamed for mmpenal pee Any pohcy that 
necessitates inhuman and barbarous methods, hke bombing from the air, and 
which leads to frequent mihtary raids across the Frontier 1s to be condemned In 
addition to this the policy has signally failed in establishing peace on the Frontier 
haba ie often resulted m making friendly transbordcr tnbes unfnendly and 

osiile 
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Both the foreign and domestic mterests of India require peace on the Frontier and 
friendship with our neighbours And the Congress believes that these fnendly 
relations and peace can be established without much difficulty if the transborder 
tribes are treated as friends and good neighbours and are not interfered with on the 
pretext of spreading civilizauon, or by making military roads under the guise of 
rendering economic assistance, or otherwise fsucha ney 1S pursued they will 
become a valuable source of strength and Iessen the burden of military expenditure 
of India The Congress belicves that the charge laid agaist the Frontier Pathan 
tribes as being untamed, fierce, truaculent and aggressive 1s without foundation and 
appears to be made with the object of jusufymg unwarranted interference and a 
heavy permanent military expenditure 


The Congress declares that the people of India desire the fnendship of all their 
neighbours and are willing to cooperate with them m the great tasks which 
promote peace and human well bemg 


The Congress condemns the last punitrve measures in the transfrontier area 
which seem to be yet another mnstance of the futile and dangerous expermmnents of 
the Government of Indiaon the North West Fronuer which lead only to suffenng 
and leave a trail of 12] will behind them 


In the opmion of the Congress the nght way to deal with the Frontier situation 
1s for an inquiry to be made ito the economic politicaland military situation with 
a view to settle finally and peacefully the problem of the Frontier in cooperation 
with the border tnbes 


Detenus 


The Congress records its emphatic condemnauon of the unjust and inhuman 
policy of the Bntish Government in India m kcepmg thousands of Indians in 
detention for indefinite periods without charge or tnal and holds that this policy 
has been resorted to with the obycct of paralysing the national movement of 
freedom The Congress voices the demand of Indtan people that the persons now 
in detention without charge or tral be released forthwith and that the various ordcrs 
ofrestraintwihdrawn The Congress sends its warm greeungs and sympathy to the 
detenus who have been suffering m silence and with brave endurance in the causc 
of India’s freedom 


The Congress has learnt with alarm and concer that three detenus in Bengal 
have committed suicide within the last four weeks The Congress considers that the 
fact that such acts of suicide have taken place is a sigmificant indication that the 
conditions in which they are kept are mtolerable and scandalous The Congress 
demands a public enquiry into the causes which led to the said acts of suicide as 
well as into the conditions m which the dctenus are being kept The Congress sends 
us condolences to the bereaved fambhes of the three detenus 


The Congress records its condemnation of the action of the Government m 
preventing any non official and mdepcendent enquiry into the conditions in which 
the dctcnus are kept like the one proposcd by the Commiltice appointed by the 
Congress Party in the Legislative ssembly 


ees Congress condemns the revival of the prison im the Andamans which had 
S <n abandoned as a result of 115 condemnation by a committee appomted by the 
Ov eonent In the opimon of the Congress the conditions prevailing therein 
hock those rclating to interviews with prisoners, se regauion and lack of 
a bed or imtellectual entertamment of educated pohtical prisoners, arc 
orerable and the transportation of political offenders io the Andamans should 


b 
Ponhkeconunucd and these already transported should be brought back to India 
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Indians Overseas 


The Congress sends grectings to our fellow-countrymen overseas and its 
assurance of sympathy and help in their distressful condition and in the continuing 
detenoration in their status in the terntonmes in which they have settled The 
Congress 1s ready and willing to take all action within its power to amelhiorate their 
condition, but desires to point out that radical amelioration in their status must 
ulumately depend on the attanmment by India of sndependence and the power 
effecuvely to protect her nationals abroad 


Colliery Disasters 


The Congress notes with sorrow and alarm the frequent occurrence of accidents 
inthe collhenies of Bengal and Bihar, resulting in every case in the loss ofnumerous 
human lives, widespread miscry among survivors and 1reparable waste of a preat 
deal of India s mineral wealth [In thc opinion of the Congress such accidents are 
preventable and demonstrate the inefficiency of the State and utter incompetence 
of the owners and managers of these collieries and their indifference to human 
suffenng It is necessary that cffective mcasures be ummcediately undertaken by 
further legislation and the stricter and more vigilant enforcement of rules and 
regulations to prevent such accidents The owners of colheries should be made 
hable to exemplary damages to be paid to sufferers from such accidents and 
therr heirs 


B N Ratlway Strike 


The Railway workers on the State owned Railways, and thei orgamsations 
supported by the public have been demanding acourtof mquiry into the quesuon 
of Railway retrenchment mn gencral and the question of the reduction of the pay 
of the lower grades of Railway service in particular The Government and the 
Ratlway Board have persistently tgnored this yust and legitrmate demand This 
Congress 18 of op:mon that even now if such a court of inquiry 1s instituted the 
present sinke on the BN Railway can be amicably settied 


This Congress congratulatcs the workersof the B N Railway on ther solidanty 
and the brave stand they have made against the repeated mvasions on their mghts 
The Congress hopes that the public will extend to the stnkers their full support 
and sympathy 


The Congress Constitution and Mass Contacts 


The Congress wishes to stress again the desirability of increasing the association 
of the masses wath the Congress orgam zation and of giving SEES to the 
primary members to initiate and consider Congress policies and programme With 
avicw to bring this about, a Committee cones of the President, Shn Rajendra 
Prasad, Shri Jairramdas Daulatram Shn Jayaprakash Narayan and the Gencral 
Secretary 1s appointed with the Gencral Secretary as convener to consider the 
introduction eheanable changes mn the constitution, and to report to the AICC by 
the 30th April 1937 This Committee will consider inter alia the report of the 
Mass Contacts Committee of the Lucknow Congress 


The Congress 1s of opmuon that, even pending such reorganization, Provincial 
Congress Commuttees should organise their provinces on the followimg basis 


1 Pnmary committees should, as far as possible, be established im villages 
and in mohallas or wards of towns 


2 Membcrs of primary committces should meet together, at leas twice a ycar 
to review their own work, consider local problems and gnevances and 
further to consider the policy and programme before the Congress, and 
send their report and recommendations to their higher committees A 
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specified number of members of primary committees should further 
have the nghi to requisiion a meeting of the pnmary committee to 
consider a specific quesuon 


3 Thesubscnption of fourannas per annum may becollected locally m kind 


In order to give effect to the above directions and further to make the Congress 
organization more efficient and more responsive to the needs and desires of the 
masses, the Congress directs the Working Committee to apposmt an orgamisin 
secretary, and cach Provincial Congress Commiuttec also to apport rach 
Orgamising secretaries The Congress trust that Congress men in general will 
cooperate fully m this task of bringing our national organization m close touch with 
the daily hives and struggle of the people 


Authority to AICC 


The AICC 1s authorised, if 11 so chooscs_ to make changes mm the Congress 
constitution to enable the next session of the Congress to be held na month other 
than December 


Suppression of Civil Liberties 


The Congress again draws attention to and condemns the suppression of civil 
Nberues in India which continues intcnsivcly and prevents normal public hfe 
interferes cven with personal liberties and crushes the present generauion m Endia 
Hundreds of Congress Commnttces continue to be banned as also labour and 
peasant umons and other organisations the Ordinance laws function m addition to 
the widespread and punitive use of the Penal Code and the Code of Cnminal 
Proccdure to suppress public activities and even the expression of opinion, the 
poe laws and censorship muzzle the newspapers, books and penodicals are 

anned or stopped under the Sea Customs Act, free movements are restricted by 
exlternment and internment, concentrauion camps of detenus duiained without tnal 
continue the Criminal Tribes Actis amenace to peaceful citizens and further this 
Actas well as the Foreigners Act are applied to political workers passports are not 
issucd to Indians for the purposc of going abroad and many Indians m foreign 
countries are not allowed to return home and have to live in exile In Bengal and 


the N W Fronuer Provmee additional restricuions put an intolerable burden on 
public work and private activiues 


The Congrcss further deeply regrets to note that many of these and in some cases 


additional disabilitics and suppression of c1vil_ hbcrues prevail m the Indian 
states 


The Congress stands for full personal, crvil and democratic hberties m the whole 
of India seen Bae States and will continue to struggle for the establishment 
of such hbertics But the Congress realises that political freedom) 1s essential for 


this purpose and the nation’s energies must therefore be directed to the alttainmcnt 
of indepcndcnce 


Liections and Constituent Assembly 


This Congress reitcrates its enure rejection of the Government of India Act of 
1935 and the constuuution that has been umposed on India against the declared will 
of the people of the country In the opinion of Congress any co-operation with this 
constiition 18 a betrayal of India’s struggle for freedom and a strengthening of the 
ae eo or British Impenalism and a Pinker explouation of the Indian masses 

Guns alrcady becn reduced to direst poverty under imperialist domination 
pa aap sa eect eo Tepeats its resolve not to submit to this constitution or to 
ha teks ce ith it, but to combat, both inside and outside the Icgislatures, so as lo 
ae sale aes docs not and will notrecognise the nghtof any external powcr 
alluempt an “as ictate the political and economic structure of India, and ev such 

pt wi met by organised and uncompromising opposition of the Indian 
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people The Indian people can only recognise a consututional structure which has 
een framed by them and which 1s based on the independence of India as anation 
and which allows them full scope for development according to their needs and 
desires 


The Congress stands for a genume democratic State in India where political 
power has been transferred to the people as a whole and the Government 1s under 
thear effective control Such a State can only come into existence through a 
Constituent Assembly, elected by adult suffrage, and havimg the power to 
determine finally the Chnistitution ofthe country To this end the Congress works 
in the country and organics the masses, and this objeciive must ever be kept m 
view by the representatives of the Congress 1n thc Iegislatures 


The Congress endorses the Election Mamfcsto of ATCC and calls upon alt 
the candidates standing on tts behalf to carry on their election campaign surcuy 
on its basis and, after clection, to conduct their work im the legislatures m 
accordance with 1 Congress members of the legislatures should take the earliest 
opportunity to pul forward in the new Assemblies the demand for a Constituent 
Assembly clected by adult suffrage and this demand should be supported by a 
mass agitation outside to enforce the nght of the Indian people to sclf- 
determination 


The question of acceptance or non acceptance of office by Congress members 
elected to the legislatures under the new consutuuoen will be decided by the AICC 
as soon after the provincial assembly elections as is pracucable Immediately after 
the elechions the various Provincial Congress Commuttees will take sticps to 
consult all thei district and other local Committees and send their own re 
commendations on this subject so that the AICC may be assisted in deciding this 
issue by the opimon of the mass of Congress men and the country 


Convention 


This Congress resolves that after the elecuons to the provincial legislatures a 
convention shall be held consisting of Congress members of the various 
provincial and central legislatures, the members of the All India Congress 
Committee and such other persons as the Working Committee might decide 
upon This convention shall put the demand for the Constitucnt Assembly m the 
forcfront, shall deturmimne all feasibte methods for ending the constitution im the 
provinces and for opposmg the introduciion of the Federal Structure of the new 
Act, and will consider what other steps should be taken in the Pear lo give 
effect to the policy laid down in the Congress Election Manifesto, Congress 
resolutions, and the decisions of the All India Congress Commiutice 


The Working Committee shall take all necessary steps for the calling of this 
convention and shall lay down the procedure govemuing it 


Appeal to Voters 


The Congress invites the attention of the nauon to the general election that will 
take place soon 1n all the provinces, and in which over one thousand Congress 
candidates havc becn put up to uphold Congress principles and programme in 
accordance with the policy laid down 1n the clecuon manifesto In this contest the 
Congress has to face the opposition of reactionary and umpernialistic forces and 
Bours entrenched 1n places of power and possessed of vast matcrial resources 

he Congress appeals to the milhons of voters men and women, to vote for the 
candidates standing in its mame and for the Independence of India trusts that they 
will stand for this great cause mm the elections and inthe greatcr struggle to follow 


The Congress, at its last session, being fully conscious of the fact that the most 
important and urgent eee of the country 1s the appalling poverty 
unemployment and indebtedness of the peasantry, called upon the Provincral 
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Congress Committecs to make recommendations to enable the All India 
Congress Commnitee to draw up an All India Agranan Programme Many PCCs 
have not yet submitted their recommendations for such a programme The 
Congress regrets this delay but realises that the subject is a vast and imtricate one 
requiring close study and investigation It trusts that such PCCs as have not 
reported so far will take early steps to send in their recommendations 


The Congrcss convinced that the final solution of this problem involves the 
removal of British imperialistic exploitation and a radical change im the anuquated 
and repressive land tenure and revenue systems It feels, however that the 
deepening crisis has made the burden on the peasantry an intolerable one and 
immediate relief is urgently called for Pending the framing of an All India 
Agranan Programme therefore the followmg steps are necessary 


1 Rent and revenue should be readjusted having regard to present 
conditions and there should be substantial reduction in both 


Uneconome holdings should be cxempied from rent or land tax 


Agncultural incomes should be assesscd to income tax hke all othcr 
incomcs on 4 progressive scale subject to a prescnbed mmiumum 


Canal and other wrigation rates should be substantially lowered 


5 AQ fcudal dues and levies and forced labour should be abohshed and 
demands other than rent should be made illegal 


6 Fixity of tenure with heritable nghts along with the nght to build houses 
and plant uces should be provided for all tenants 


An cffort should be made to imtreduce cooperative farmimg 


8 The crushing burden of rural debt should be removed Special tribunals 
should be appoimted to inquire into this and all debts which are 
unreasonable or beyond the capacity of peasants to pay, should be 
liquidatcd Meanwhile a moratorium should be declared and stcps 
should be takcn to provide cheap credit facilities 


9 Arrears of rent for previous years should gencrally be wiped out 


10 Common pasture lands should be provided, and the nghts of the people 
in tanks wells, ponds forests and the hke recogniscd and no 
encroachment on these rights should be permitted 


11 Arrears of rents should be recovcrable in the same manner as civil debts 
and not by cjectment 

12 There should be statutory provision for securing a living wage and 

suitable working conditions for agricultural labourers 


13 Peasant umons should be recognised 


king’s Coronation 


‘ ae Congress, pledged as it 1s to the independence of Indta and the elimination 
Ol allimperialist control and exploitation of the Indian people, has for many years 
Se tently followcd a pohcy of not Participating in any function or acuvily 
add ae ee to or which tends to strengthen the Fold of British Impenalism or 
Seat B pipe This policy must be adhered to by all Congress men In 
Ce ar ic Congress wishes to declare that Congress men cannot participate in 

y Way in any celebrations or functions that might be held in India in connection 
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with the new King’s coronation and trusts that the nation will abstam from 
participation in all such functions The Congress, however, desires to make itclear 
that this 1s in no way intended to express any 11] will or discourtesy to the King’s 
person 


Hartal on April I, 1937 


in order to demonstrate effectively the will of the Indian people to restst the 
imposition of the unwanted Consutution and as an earnest of their determination 
to launch a powerful mass movement for 1ts destruction, the Congress 1ssucs a 
call for a nationwide Aartal or general stmke on April 1, the day on which the 
new Consttution 1s to be maugurated 


Next Congress 


Resolved that the next Session of the Congress be held in Gujarat 


3 


Delhi, All India National Convention, 19-20 March 1937, 
Jawaharlal Nehru presided! 


In pursuance of the resolution of the Faizpur congress im this behalf the All India 
Convention met at Delhi on March 19 and 20 The Convention consisted of the 
members of the AICC and the members of the Central and Provincial 
Legislatures belonging to the Congress party There were 215 members of the 
AICC and about 500 members of the different legislatures 


A Subjects Committee as directed by the ome Committee was formed to 
discuss the procedure and to draft the resolutions for the open session of the 
Convention This Committee met twice mn the moming and the night of March 19 


Open Session 


The Convention assembled at ae m on March 19 Shri Jawaharlal Nehru the 
President of the Congress preside 


The proccedings commenced by the singing of the national song 


The Charman of the Reception Committec then read a short speech welcoming 
the members of the Convention and other guests to the historic city of Delhi 


Shn Jawaharlal Nehru delivered his Presidential spcech lastmg for an hour and 
a half 


The President thereafter admimustered the oath of allegiance to the members of 
the Convention It was an impressive and solemn ceremony The members stood 
up and repeated the followmg oath after the President sentence by sentence, 
in Hindustani They also afterwards signed their names m a register The 
following is the text of the pledge This signed register 1s kept m the AICC office 


‘Nmpendra Nath Mitra (ed ) The Indian Annual Register An Annual Digest of Public 
ee Bh inaee January June 1937, Voll The Annual Register Office Calcutta nd 
es = 


666 APPENDIX XX 


Text of the Pledge 


I, a member of this All India Convenuon, ledge myself to the service of 
India and to work in the Iegislatures and outside for the independence of India and 
the ending of the exploitation and poverty of her people I pledge myself to work 
under the discipline of the Congress for the furtherance of Congress ideals and 
objectives to the end that India may be free and dependent and her millions freed 
from the heavy burdens they suffer from 


Thereafter the Convention adjourned to mcet again the next day 
The Convention met again on March 20 at 2 pm 
The following resoluuons were passed 


1 The National Demand 


This convenhon ruierates the opmion of the pcopic of India that the Government 
of India Act of 1935 has been designed to perpetuate the subjecuuon and 
cxplortation of the Indi in people and so strengthen the hold of Briursh Imperialism 
on Indta 


The Convenuon declares that the Indian people do notrecogmsc the nght of any 
external power or authority to dictate the politcal and economic structure of India 
The Indian people will only acccpt a consttuuonal structure framed by them and 
bascd on the inde pendcnce of India as 4 nauon and which allows them full scope 
for devUlopmcnt according to thar ncecds and desires 


The Convention stands for a genuine democratic state m India where political 
power has been transfcrred to the people as awhole Such State can only be created 
Pe the India people themselvcs through the medium of a Constituent Assembly 
clected on the basis of adult suffrage and having the power to determine finally the 
constitution of the country 


The elcctorat. has m overwhclming measure set its scal on the Congress 
obyccturve of independence and the rejection of the new constituhon The constitubon 
thercfore stands condemned and utterly rejected by the people through the 
sclfsame democratic process which had been invoked by the Bnush Government 
and the prople have further dectarcd that they desire to framc theirown constitution 
based on national independence through the medium of a Consutuent Assembly 
The Convenuon therctore calls upon all Congress Parliamentary parties to take 
the carhest opportunity to put forward in the name of the nation _a demand m their 
respective legistatures that the Government of India Act of 1935 be withdrawn so 
that the people of India may frame their own constitution 


2 Congress Policy in the Legislatures 


This Convenuon draws the attention of the vanous Congress Parliamentary 
parlics to the resolution relating to the Congress policy in the legislatures passed 
ee the Working Commntce at Wardha and adopted by the AICC at Delhi on March 


} tnd calls upon them to be guided by that resolubion m their work within the 
¢ gislatures 


3 kxtra Parhamentary Activities of the Members of the Legislatures 


fe The Convention desires to remind all Congress members of the legislatures that 
cette of activities is not confined to the legislatures but includes their 
aia ea All cfifecuve work in the legislatures must have the sanction of the 
Cee cn ind it and, therefore, all work in the legislatures must be coordinated 
const TUK activity outside Every Congress member must therefore keep im 
report to ina eat the people of his constituency and should consult them and 
to day st oak rom time to ume, and give such help to them as he can in their day 
y strugsics He should further keep im touch with the prumary and other local 


Cc 
ongress Commitiees in his constituency and share the responsibility of keeping 
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the Congress organ:sation in the area in efficient working condition and 1n touch 
with the masses it secks to represent 


The Congress Parhamentary Party mn each province should consult the 
Provincial Congress Committee concermed and report to it from time to time 


The proceedings came to an end at 6 pm and the Convention adjoumed 
sine die 


4 


Harrpura (Gujarat), 51st Annual Session, 19-21 February 
1938, Subhas Chandra Bose presided! 


Condolence 


This Congress expresses ils sense of sorrow and loss at the deaths of Shrimati 
Swarupran Nehru, oe Jagdish Chandra Bose Shn Sarat Chandra Chattery1, Shn 
Manilal Kothan and Shrimati Parvati Devi, Shn Jogendra Nath Barua, Shri 
Harendranath Munshi Shri Buch: Sunder Rao Shn Arya Dutt Jogdan Shn Adi 
Narayan Chetuar Shri Jaishankar Prasad Shr Ram Das Gaur, Shri Kshirode 
Chandra Deb Shn Gulzar Singh Pt Narayan Rao Khare, Shn Himanshu Bose, 
Smt Sarmada Tyagi and Shn Hcramba Chandra Maitra 


Guidallo of Assam 


This Congress demands the immediate release of Guidallo, the hero Naga 
woman who raiscd the banncr of frecdom in the distant forests of Assam m 1932 
and who has now been suffermg imprisonment for more than six years 


British Guiana 


This Congress sends its greetmgs to the Indians of Brush Guiana on the 
occasion of the celebration of the ccntenary of the armval ofthe first Indian settlers 
m this South Amcrican colony and sends them its good wishes for their 
advancement and progress 


Indians Overseas 


This oe views with alarm the rapidly growing detenoration im the status, 
osition and nghts enjoyed by the Indians m South and East Afnca including 


ne Uganda, Tanganyika /ansibar and also in the islands of Mauntuus and 
yl 


This Congress condemns the new economic policy now roe pursued by 
Bnush Impenalism for mtensifyimg its exploitanon_of the Colonies and 
Dependencics which 1s exemphfied in the formation of the monopolist Clove- 
Grower’s Association in Zansibar and msuch mcasure as the Tanganyika Native 
Produce Bill, East Africa Transport Projects, the reservations of the Inghlands in 
Kenya for the white population and the degrading weatment of Indians in 
Mauntus and Fiy 


This Congress wholcheartedly associates itself with the struggles of overseas 
Indians to maintain even their present position and status in the terntones m which 
they have scttled 


‘A et andS G Zaidi (cds ), The Encyclopaedia of Indtan Congress Vol XI, op cit 
pp 
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This Congress assures its fellow-countrymcnt overseas of its full sympathy and 
help and expresses 11s readiness to take all actions within its power to ameliorate 


their condition 


This Congress further wishes to assure the original inhabitants of South and 
East Africa that the demand of the Indian settlers 1s not conceived m any spint 
of hostility towards them but 1s put forward to prevent the common exploitation 
of both the Africans and the Indian settlers by Bnush Impenahsm 


Indians in Zanzibar 


The Congress expresses its appreciation of the response of the Indian people to 
the appeal made on behalf of the Congress to refrain from the use of cloves and 
that the boycott of trade in cloves in Zansibar by the Indian merchants has been 
complete and satisfactory The Congress congratulates the Indians in Zanzibar 
and the clove merchants 1n India on the manner im which they maintained this 
boycott 


The Congress however regrets that the question of the rights of Indians m 
Zansibar for internal and export trade has not yet been satisfactorily solved The 
Congtress repeats 1s request to the Indian people to continue the disuse of cloves 
and presses upon the allenuon of the merchants the desirability of continue the 
boycott of trade in cloves and trusts that by these measures the Zanzibar 
Government would be compelled in the near future to do justice to the Indian 
traders in /anzibar by rescinding the objectionable decrees 


Indians in Ceylon 


The Congress 1s dceply concerned over the thereatened cstrangement of 
feclings between the people of Ceylon and the Indian population in the Island 
consequent on certain I|cgislation in regard to local admimistrahion, and 
apprhcnsions as to discmmunatory measures that may be further undertaken The 

ongress urges on thc Government of Ceylon and her public men not to adopt 
any policy directly or mdirectly aimed at discrimination agamst the Indians hiving 
and carrying on their avocauions in Ceyion In particular, the Congress notcs with 
regret that laws have been recently framed so as to deny the Indian labourers, who 
havc helped and arc hclping tn the development of the resources of the Island, the 
franchise im the local administration and to make the Indian residents apprehend 
further resincuons on their civil rights and to fcel that they are to be relegated to 
an infenor politcal status The Congress hopes that such measures will not be 
undertaken and that any Icgislation that has created such a fcelings will be so 
modificd as to make India feel that, in spite of being separate governmenis, Ceylon 
and India are one and inseparable so far as thc people are concemed 


China 


The Congress has viewed with anxious concern the ageression of a brutal 
imperialism in China and the horrors and frightfulness that have 
SARC oe it In the opmion of the Congress this imperialist invasion 15 fraught 
Th Co, gtavestconsequenccs for the future of world peace and of freedom mn Asia 
med annleee sends its deepest sympathy to the people of China im their great 
ate apes its adrmration for the heroic struggle they are conducting lo 
amie a «ir freedom and integrity It congratulates them on achieving national 

y rng Coordination in the face of danger, and assures them of the solidanty 


of th 
aoncuiee nee wath them in the common task of combating impenalism and 


As mark ef India’s sym 
pathy with the Chinese people, the Congress calls 
upon the peopie of India to nefrain from purchasitis Fapancse goods 
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Palestine 


The Congress condemns the decision of Great Bntain as a Mandatory Power to 
bnng about the partition of Palestine in the tecth of the opposition of the Arabs and 
the appomtment of aCommuission to carry out this project The Congress records 
its emphatic protest agarmst the contmuaton of the reign of terror which 1s sull 
being maintained in Palestine to force this policy upon the unwilling Arabs The 
Congress expresses 11s full sympathy with the Arabs intheir struggle for national 
freedom and their fight agamst Bntsh Impenaiism 


The Congress holds that the proper method of solving the problem by which 
the Jews and the Arabs are faced in Palestine 1s by amicable seitiement between 
themselves and appeals to the Jews not toseek the shelter of the British Mandatory 
and not to allow themselves to be exploited in the interests of Bnttsh Impenalism 


Foreign Poittcy and War Danger 


In view of the grave danger of widespread and devastaung war which 
ovcrshadows the world, the Congress desires to state afresh the policy of the 
Indtan people in regard to foreign relations and war 


The people of India desire to lve in peace and friendship with their 
neighbours and with all other countries and for this purpose wish to remove all 
causes of conflict between them Swuiving fer ther own frecdom_= and 
mdependencc as analon, they desire to respect the freedom of others, and to burid 
up their strength on the basts of international cooperation and goodwill Such 
cooperation must be founded on a world order and a frec India will gladly associate 
itself with such an order and stand for disarmament and collecuve secunty But 
world cooperation 1s impossible of achievement so jong as the roots of 
mtcmational conflict remained and one nation dominates over another and 
impenalism holds sway In order thercfore to estabhsh world pcace on an 
endurmg basis, umpenalism and the explortation of onc people by another must 
end 


During the past few years there has been a rapid and deplorable detencoration 
m mtemahonal relauons fascist aggression has mereased and an unabashed 
defiance of international obligations has become the avowed policy of fascist 
powers Bnush foreign policy in spite of sts evasions and mdccisions, has 
consistently supported the fascist powers mu Germany, Spain and the Far East, 
and must therefore, largely shoulder the responsibility for the progressive 
deterioration of the world situauon The policy sull seeks an arrangement with 
Navi Germany and has developed closer relations with rebel Spain It1s helping 
in the drift lo impemnalist world war 


India can be no party to such an imperialist war and will not permit her 
manpower and resources to be exploited in the interests of Bntrsh impenalism 
Nor can India yom any war without the express consent of her people The 
Congress, therefore, enurely disapproves of war preparalions being made in 
India and large scale manoeuvres and airraid precautions by which it has been 
sought to spread an atmosphere of approaching war in Indra In the event of an 
attempt bemg made to involve India in a war, this will be resisted 


Excluded Areas 


A This Congress reaffirms its opinion that the creation of excluded and 
arually excluded areas and Chef commissiners’ Province, including British 
aluchistan and Coorg under the provisions of the Government of India Act of 

1935 obstructs the growth of untform democratic imsutuuons 1m integral parts af 
India covering an area of over 207,900 square miles and inhabited by over 13 
million people 
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This Congress condemns this step as one of the attempts to divide the people of 
India into differenct groups for unjustifiable and discriminatory weatment 


repressing their lberties and obstructing their progress 


This Congress further reiterates the opimon that the separauion of these 
excluded and partaally excludcd areas undoubtcdly aims at leaving a larger control 
of disposition and cxploitauion of the mmeral and forest wealth mn those areas in the 


hands of the Bnush Government 


This Conpress declares that the same level of democratic and self governing 
institutions should be apphcablc to all parts of India without any distinction 


B This Congress supports the demand of the mhabitants of the Chicf 
Commissioners’ provinces of Aymer Merwara and Coorg that their provinces may 
be amalgamated with the United Provinces, and with Kamatak in the province 
of Bombay Tespectivcly 


C This Congress condemns the reachonary and amesponsible edministraiion 
of the province of Dclhr attended with suppression of civil libertics and 
burdencd with high taxcs and extremely heavy land revenue and other similar 
measures adopted by the Delhi administration 


Ajmer Merwara and the Indian States 


The Congrcss has heard with great resentment of the separation of about 115 
villages from Aymer-Mcrwara province and now placed under a tUmporary 
ne enone to these villages boing surrendered partly to Jodhpur 
and partly to Udaipur States 


The Congress condemns this acnon of the Bnush Government taken in the 
tccth of the direct opposition of the people of this area 


Federation 


The Congress has rejected the new Consttution and declared that a constituuion 
for India, which can be accepted by the people must be based on independence 
and can only be framed by the people themselves by means of a Constituent 
Assembly without interference by any foreign authonty Adhenng to this policy 
of rejection the Congress has, however, permitted the formation m provinces of 
Congress Mimstmes with a vicw to strengthen the nation in its struggle for 
independence In_ regard to the proposed Federation, no such considerations app! 
¢ven provisionally or for a penod, and the imposition of this Federation will 
do grave injury to India and ughten the bonds which hold her m_ subjection to 
impenahstdomination This scheme of Fuderauon exchades from the sphere of 
responsibility vital functions of government 


The Congress 1s not opposed to the idea of Fedcration, but a real Federation 
must, Cven apart from the question of responsibility consist of free units enjoying 
more or luss the same measure of freedom and civil liberty, and representation 
by the democratic process of clectton The Indian States participating in the 
Fcderaion should approximate to the provinces m the establishment of 
TUprcseniative imstituuions and fesponcible government, civil liberties and 
method of elecnon to the Federal Houses Otherwise the Federation as 1t 1s now 
contemplated will mstead of building up Indian umity, encourage scparatist 
kndencics and invlove the States im mtemal and exeiaal: conflicts 


The Congress therefore reiterates its condemnation of t 
he proposed Federal 
es ah ae upon the Provincial and Local Congress Commnitese and the 
be Cent aie ie y as well as the Provincial Governments and Mimistnes, to 
cone ine Heer In the event of an attempt being made to impose HI, 
every wa ad will of the people such an attempt must be combated in 
Ty Way and the Provincial Governments and Munistries must refuse to 
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co-operate with it In case such a contingency arises the All India Congress 
Committee 1s authonsed and directed to determine the hne of action to be pursued 
in this regard 


Kenya 


The Congress 1s of opimon that the admmistratve practice of excluding 
Bnush Indians from acquinng lands 1n the Highlands of Keriya Colony while a 
European of any nationality 1s free to do so consututes a humiliating disability to 
the Indians settled in kenya and 1s a deliberate offence to the Indian people 


This Congress further condemns the proposal to promulgate an Order-in- 
Council definmg the boundaries of the white Highlands which 1s calculated to 
perpetuate statutorily the erstwhile miquitous practice which should have been 
abolished long ago 1n accordance with the declarations of the government of India 
at the ime of the issue of the White Paper of 1923 The pledge given by the 
government of India to get the subject reopened still remains and will become 
totally incapable of beimg carmed out in the event of the proposed Order-in-Counci} 
being passed 


Midnapore Congress Organisations 


The Congress strongly deprecates the continuance of the ban on about 110 
Congress Organisations im the district of Midnapore imposed by the Government 
of Bengal and 1s of opmion that the plea put forward by the Government to the effect 
that the Congress Committees are limbs of a terronst organisation 1s enurely 
unjustified 


National Education 


The Congress has emphasized the importance of national education ever since 
1906 and durnng the non cooperation penod many national educational 
instituuons were started under 11s auspices The Congress attaches the utmost 
importance to a proper orgarusation of mass education and holds that all nahonal 
progress ultimately depends on the method and content and objective of the 
education thatis provided for the people The existing system of education in India 
1s admitted to have failed Its objectives have been anti-national and anti-social, 
us methods have been antiquated and it has been confined to a small number of 
people and has left the vast majority of our people hterate It 1s essential 
thercfore to build up national education on a new foundation and on a nationwide 
scale As the Congress 1s having new opportunites of service and of influencing 
and controlling state education itis necessary to lay down the basic principles 
which should gunde such education and to take other necessary steps to give off ect 
to them The Congress 15 of opinion that for the primary and secondary stages a 
basic education should be imparted 2n accordance with the following principles 


1 Free and compulsory education should be provided for seven years on a 
nationwide scale 


2 The medium of mstructron must be the mother tongue 


3 Throughout tus penod education should centre round some form of manual 
and productive work, and all other acurvitics to be = developed or training to 
be given should as far as possible, be integrally related to the central 
handicraft chosen with due regard to the environment of the child 


acorcingly the Congress 1s of opimon that an All India Education Board to 
deal with this basic part of education be established, and for this purpose requests 
and authorises Dr Zakir Husain and Shn E Aryanayakam to take immediate 
steps, under the advice and guidance of Gandhi, to bring such a Board into 
existence, in order to work out m a consolidated manner a programme of basic 
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national education and to recommend 1 for acceptance to those who are 1n control 
of state or private education 


The said Board shall have power to frame 11s own Constitution, to raise funds 
and perform all such acts as may be necessary for the fulfilment of 11s objects 


Minority Rights 


The Congress welcomes the growth of anu impenalist feeling among the 
Mushm and other minorities in India and the growing unity of all classes and 
communities in India in the struggle for India’s madepene nee which 1s essentially 
one and indivisible and can only be carned on effectively on a united national 
basis In particular the Congress welcomcs the large numbers of the minority 
communities who have jorned the Congress during the Eee and given their 
mass support to the struggle for freedom and the ending of the exploitation of 
India s masses 


The Congress approves of and confirms the resolution of the Working 
Commute on Minority Rights passed m Calcutta m October 1937 and declares 
afresh that regards 11 as 1ts primary duty and fundamental policy to protect the 
religious linguistic cultural and other nghts of the minorities in India so as to 
ensure for them in any scheme of government to which the Congress 1s a party, the 
widest scope for ther development and thair partic patton in the fullest measure in 
the political economic and cultural hfe oF the nation 


Indian States 


In view of the fact that owing to the growth of public hfe and the demand for 
freedom im the Indian States new problems are arising and new conflicts are 
taking place the Congress lays down afresh its policy in regard to the States 


The Congress stands for the same political social and economic freedom im the 
Statcs as in the rest of India and considcrs the States as integral parts of India which 
cannot be separated The Purna Swaray or complete independence, which 1s the 
objective of the Congress 15 for the whole of India, inclusive of the States for the 
integnty and unity of India must be maintained in frcedom as it has been 
maintained msubjyecton The only kind of federation that can be acceptable to the 
Congress 1s one in which the States parlicipate as free units, enjoying the same 
measure of democratic freedom as the rest of India The Congress, therefore, 
stands for full responsible government and the guarantec of civil hberty i the 
States, and deplores the present backward conditions and utter lack of freedom 
and suppression of civil liberties im many of these States 


The Congress considers it 11s nght and privilege to work for the_attarnment of 
this objective im the States But, under exisling circumstances the Congress is not 
ina posiuon to work cffectively to this end within the States, and numerous 
limitahons and restricuons unposed by the rulers, or by Bntish authonty 
working through them hamper its activities The hope and assurance which its 
namc and great prestige raise in the people of the States find no unmediate 
fulfillment, and disillusion results It 1s not im consonance with the dignity of the 
ears to have local committees which cannot function effectively, or to 
tolerate mdigmity to the Nauonal Flag The inability of the Congress to give 
Poon or effective help, when hopes have been raised, produccs 


eclpicssness in the 
HOUEICdE ihe bose of the Statcs and hinders the development of their 


Tn vicw of the different conditions 


the gencral policy of the Congress 1 prevailing in the States and the rest of India 


s often unsuited to the States and may resull 
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in preventing or hampering the natural growth of a freedom movement mm a State 
Such movements are hkely to develop more rapidly and to have a broader basis, 
if they draw their strength from the ple of the State, produce self-reliance in 
them, and are rm tune with the conditions prevailing there, and do not rely on 
extraneous help and assistance or on the prestige of the Congress name The 
Congress welcomes such movements but im the nature of things and under 
present conditions, the burden of carrying on the struggle for freedom must fall on 
the people of the States The Congress will always extend 11s goodw1l] and support 
to such struggles, carned on m a peaccful and legiumate manner but that 
orgamsational help w1ll mevitably be, under existing conditions moral support 
and sympathy Individual Congress men however will be free to render further 
assistance in their personal capacitics In this way the struggle can devciop without 
commiting the Congress organisation and thus unhindered by external 
considcrations 


The Congress therefore directs that, for the present Congress Committecs in 
the States shall function undcr the direction and control of the Congress Working 
Committee and shall not engage m parliamentary activity nor launch on direct 
action in the name and under Fe auspices of the Congress Internal struggles of 
the people of the States must not be undertaken m the name of the Congress For 
this purpose independent opener ans should be started and contunucd where 
they exist already within the States 


The Congress desires to assure the people of the States of 1s) solidarity with 
them and of its active and vigilant mtcrest m and sympathy with their movement 
for freedom It trusts that the day of their dehverance is not far distant 


Mintstertal Resignations in UP and Bihar 


In accordance with the direcuon of the Far7pur Congress, the All India Congress 
Commitee decided in March 1937 the issue of acceptance of office in provinces 
and permitcd Congress men to form Mimstnes, provided certain assurances were 

iven by or on behalf of the Bntush Govemment These assurances not being 
orthcoming the Leaders of Congress Partics in the Provincial Assemblies 
dechned at first to form Manistnes Thercaftcr there was a considerable argument 
for some months regarding these assurances and various declarations were made 
by the Secrctary of State for India, the Viceroy and the Governors of the 
Provinccs In these declarations 1t was definitely stated, among other things, that 
there would be no interference with the day to day administration of provincial 
affairs by responsible Mimistcrs 


The experience of office by Congress Ministers in the Provinces has shown that 
at Icast in two provinces, the United Provinces and Brhar, there has im fact been 
mterference in the day to day admmistration of provincial affairs as shown 
hereafter The Governors, when they invited Congress members to form 
Ministnes knew thatthe Congress mamfesto had mentioned the release of political 
prisoners as one of the major items of the Congress policy In pursuance 
thereof the Ministers began the release of political prisoners and they soon 
cxpenenced dclay which was sometimes vexations before the Governors would 
cndorse the orders of release The way releases have been repeatedly delayed is 
evidence of the exemplary patience of Ministers 


In the opmion of the Congress release of prisoners 1s a matter coming 
essentially within the purvicw of day to day administration, which docs 
not admit of protracted discussion with Governors The funcuon of the Governor 
1S Lo guide and advise Ministers, and not to interfere with the free exercise of their 
‘udgment in the discharge of their day to day duty 11 was only when the time 
«ame for the Working Committee to give an annual account to the Congress 
dclegates and to the masses of people backing them that the Committee had to 
nstruct Ministers who were themselves sure of their ground, to order release of 
he politcal prisoners m their charge and to resign if their orders were 
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countermanded The Congress approves of and endorses the action taken by the 
Mimsters of the United Provinces and Bihar and congratulates them on 1L 


In the opinion of the Congress, the interference of the Governor-General 
with the deliberate action of the respective Prime Mumisters 1s not merely a 
violatuon of the assurance above referred to, but it 1s also a misapplication’ of 
Section 126 (5) of the Government of India Act There was no question of grave 
menace to peace and tranquillity involved The Pnme Ministers had besides 1n both 
cases satisfied themselves from assurances from the prisoners concemed and 
otherwise of their change of mentality and acceptance of the Congress policy of 
non-violence Indeed u 1s the Govemor-General’s imterference which has 
undoubtedly created a situation that may easily, in spite of the Congress effort to 
the contrary, become such a grave menace 


The Congrcss has during the short period that Congress men have held office 
given sufficient evidence of their self-sacnfice, admimstrative capacity and 
constructive ability in the matter of enacting Icgrslation for the amehoration of 
economic and social evils The Congress gladly admits that a measure of co 
operation was extended by the Governors to the Ministers It has been the sincere 
effort on the part of the Congress to extract what 1s possible from the Act for the 
public good and to strengthen the pcopic in the pursuit of therr goal of complete 
independence and the ending of imperialasuc exploitation of the masses of India 


The Congress does not desire to precipitate a cnsis which may involve non 
violent non cooperation and direct action consistent with the Congress policy of 
truth and non violence The Congress 1s therefore at present reluctant to mstruct 
Ministers in other provinces to send in their resignations by way of protest against 
the Governor Gencral s acuon and mvites His Excellency the Governor-General 
to reconsider his decision so that the Govemors may act constitutionally and 
accept the advice of their Ministers m the matter of the release of the political 
prisoners 


The Congress regards the formation of irresponsible Ministrics as a way of 
disguising the naked rule of the sword The formauon of such Ministncs 15 
calculated to rouse extreme biltemess mtermal quarrels and further deepen the 
resentment agamst the Bntush Government When the Congress approved of 
acceptance of office with great reluctance and considerable hesitation, st had no 
misgivings about its own estimate of the rcal nature of the government of India 
Act The latest action of the Governor General jusufies that estimate and not 
only exposes the utter madequacy of the Act to bnng real liberty to the people 
but also shows the intention of the Britssh Government to use ‘and imterpret it 
not for the expansion of liberty, but for its restricuon Whatever, therefore, may 
be the ultimate rcsult of the present crisis, the people of India should realise that 
thcre can be no freedom for the country so long as this Act 1s not endcd and a 
constitution, framed by a Consutuent Assembly, elected purcly on the basis of 
adult franchise takes uts place The aim of all Congress men, whether in office 
or out of office m Iegislatures or out of legislatures, can only be to reach thal 
goal even though 1t may mean, as it often must mean, sacnfice of many a present 
advantage however beneficial and worthy it might be for the ume being 


On behalf of the UP Govemor it has becn stated that the demonstrauons 
Grant sed to welcome the Kakon prisoners and the speeches delivered by some of 
an had interfered with the policy of gradual release of political pnsoners The 

cunts has always discouraged unscemly demonstrations and other 
a yecuonable acuviies The demonstrations and speeches referred to by the U P 
ioe were strongly disapproved by Mahatama Gandhi Pandit Jawaharlal 
oe pecident of the Congress, has sumilarly taken ummediate notice of the 
me =p ime wlach was thus betrayed Nor were they ignored by the Ministers As 
esult of these correctuve =e public opmion tapidly changed and even the 
Persons concemed came to realise their mistake And when s1x prisoners, one 0 
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whom was a prominent member of the Kakor group, were released subsequently 
about two month after the release of the Kakon prisoners, no demonstrations were 
held 1n their honour nor any reception was accorded to them Nearly four more 
months have since elapsed and any dely im releasing the remammng fifteen 
pnsoners only on account ofthe demonstrations or the speeches connected with 
the prisoners who were released m August 1s now utterly unjustified The 
responsibility for the maimtenance of law and order 1s that of the Ministers and 
they are entitled to perform their functions in such manner as they deem proper It 
is their busmess to weigh all relevant factors in the light of prevailing 
circumstances, Dut their decisions once taken ought to be accepted and enforced 
Any interference with them in the exercise of their powers in the normal day to 
day administration 1s bound to underminc and weaken their position ic 
Congress Ministers have more than once declared their determination to take 
adequate action in the matter of violent crime, and the risk run m releasing 

msoners cspecially when they have abjured the path of violence 1s altogether 
imaginary 


The Congress has given during the past few months ample evidence of its 
desire to take severe nouce of indisciphinc and breach of the codc of non-violence 
that the Congress has laid down for itself Nevertheless the Congrcss invites the 
attention of Congress mcn to the fact that indiscipline m specch and action 
calculated to promote or breed violence retards the progress of the country 
towards its cherished goal 


In pursuit of its programme of release of political prisoners, the Congress has 
not hesitated to sacrifice office and the opportunity of passing amehorative 
measures But Congrcss wishes to make clear that 11 siongly disapproves of 
hunger sunkes for release Hunger stnkes emburrass the Congress m pursuit of its 
policy of Seu release of political pnsoners The Congress therefore, urges 
those who are sull contanuing thei hunger stnke im the Punjab to give up their 
stnke and assurcs them that whcther in provinces where Congress men hold 
ministerial offices or in other provinccs Congress men will continue their cfforts 
to secure the release of dettnus and pohiical prisoners by all legitimate and 
peaceful mcans 


In view of the situation that has ariscn in the country the Congress authorises 
the Working Committce to take such achhion as it may consider necessary 
and to take the direction of the All Indra Congress Committee in dealing with the 
crisis whenever necessity arises for it! 


Kasan Sabhas 


In view of certain difficulties that have ansen in regard to the Kisan Sabhas 
and other organisauons m some parts of India, the Congress desires to clanfy 
the position and state its athitude inregard to them The Congress has already fully 
Tecognised the right of Kisans to organise themsclves in peasant unions 
Neverthelcss 1t must be remembered that the Congress itself is in the main a Kisan 
organisation and as contacts with the masses have increased vast numbers of 
Kisans have joined it and influenced 1ts policy The Congress must, and has in fact, 
slood for these Kisan masses and championed their claims, and has worked 
for the mdcpendence of India which must be based on the freedom from 


‘Tor the government postuon in the cnsis that there would be no mass release of pnsoncrs 
and cases of pnsoners would be considered on individual basis, sce Vice S slatement 
Statesman, 23 Tchruary 1938 As forthe Muslim Leaguc the Statesman in the same issue 
as above reported 


Mushm League leaders having maintained an attitude of nentrahty in the 
controversy are not prepared to comment on the Viceroy’s statement ‘The fecling in 
these quarters is that the conflict was precipuated unjusiiftably and that if the 
solution proposed by the Viceroy 1s accepted, it would prove how unwise both sides 
were min having quarrelled The cnsis was eventually averted by mutual 
accommodation 
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explouation of allt our people In order to achieve this independence and 
strengthen the Kisans and realise the1r demands, 1t1s essential that the Congress bc 
strengthened and Kisans should be invited to join 1t in ever larger numbers 
and organise to carry on their struggle under its banner [11s thus the duty of every 
Congress man to work for the spread of the Congress orgamsalion in every 
village in India and not to do anything which weakens this organisation m any 
way 


While fully recognising the nght of the Kisans to organise Kisan  Sabhas, the 
Congress cannot associate itself with any activitics which are incompatible 
with the basic pnnciples of the Congress and will not countenance any of the 
activities of those Congress men who as members of the Kisan Sabhas help in 
creating an atmosphere hostile to Congress_principles and policy The Congress 
therefore calls upon Provincial Congress Commitices to bear the above in mind 
and in pursuance of it take suitable action wherever called for 


Constitutional Changes 


Certain changes were mtroduced m the Constitution at the Open Session 
These changes are incorporated in the new Constituuon publishcd after 
Hanpura The Congress also passed the folowing resoluuon apporting 4 
constitution committee 


Constitutional Committee 


This Congress Sprains a Commutice consisting of —- Shn Subhas Chandra 
Bose, Pandit Jawaharlal Nchru, Shn Jairamdas Daulatram, Shn Bhulabhar J 
Desai, Dr Pattabhi Sitaramayya, Shn Achyut Patwardhan, Shn S A_ Brelvt 
Shn Kiran Sankar Roy Shn Anandshivam lycngar and Shn J B_ Kripalam 
asconvener toconsider and framerulcs if necessary concemuing the following 
mattcrs 


a The advisability or otherwise of mduirect clections of delegates, 


Genuine membership and propcr elections, 


¢ Suntabihty of temtorial representation on the AICC and m provinces where 
il may be considered suitable, the method of such representation, 


d Suitability or otherwise of the method of proportional represcntation b: 
single transfcrable vote in the elections to the membership of the AIC 


e Any Conscquenual changes that may be necessary as aresult of fixing of 
consutucneics in connecuion with Article VI (c) 


The recommendations of this 


approved by the AICC Committee will be given effect to on their bein, 
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5 


Trmpurn (Central Provinces), 52nd Annual _ Session, 
10-12 March 1939, Subhas Chandra Bose presided! 


Condolence 


This Congress expresses its sense of sorrow and loss at the deaths of 
Maulana Shaukat Ah, Sir Muhammad Iqbal, Begam Ansari and Messrs K Raman 
Menon, GS Khaparde, B Rajya Rau, Nathuyp Jagtap, Thakur Gulzar Sinha, 
Rajaram Shukla, Devi Prasad Shukla K K Bhat. Phundivai Mahadeo Naik 
Abdul Wahid, Balwantras P Thakore, Mahesh Prasad Nigam, Pandit 
Mahabir Prasad Dwivedi, Upendranath Mukery, Jwala Smgh, Nageshwar 
Rau, Rajab Ah Patel Ghaltu) Venkat, Chaturanan Das, Banchhanidhi 
Mahantry Girya Bhusan Datt Shrinath Das and Pratap Singh 


Fgyption Delegation 


The Congress extends its cordial welcome to the fraternal delegation from the 
Wafd Party of Egypt and considers this visit as symbolising the solidarity of the 
movements for freedom m Egypt and India The Congress sends 11s greewngs to 
the people of Egypt and its earnest wishes for their complete success in achievin 
full freedom. It trusts that the association of the peoples of Egypt and India wi 
ieee closer and more fruitful in the furtherance of world peace and 

reedom 


China 


The Congress sends its greetings to the people of China and ns deepest 
sympathy in their trial and privations im their struggle against ruthless and in 
human imperialism It congratulates them on their heroic resistance 


The Congress expresses 11s approval of the sending of a medical mission on 
its behalf to the people of China and trusts this nmssion will continuc to receive full 
support so that 1t may carry on tts work of succour effectively and be a worthy 
symbol of Indian solidarity with China 


National Demand 


The Congress has for more than half a century striven for the advancement of 
the people of India and has represented the urge of the Indian people towards 
frcedom and self-expression Durmg the past twenty years it has engaged itself 
on behalf of the masses of the country m struggle agaist Britush Imperialism, 
and through the suffenng and disciplined sacrifice of the people 1t has carned 
the nation a long way to the mdependence that 1s its objective With the 
growing strength of the people, 1 has adapted itself to a changing and 
developing situation, and while pursuing vanous programmes, has ever worked 
for the mdependence of India and the establishment of a democratic State in the 
country Rejecting the Government of India Act and wath the full determmation 
to end it, it decided to take advantage of the measure of provincial autonomy 
that the Act provided restricted and circumscnbcd as 11 was, in order to strengthen 
the national movement and to give such rehef to the masses as was possible 
under the circumstances To the Federal part of the Act the Congress declared 11s 
uncompromising opposition and its determination to resist WS imposition 


'NM Zaidi andSG Zaidi (eds), The Encyclopaedia of Indian National Congress A 
aoe to the Finish, 1939 1946, Vol XT Indian Institute of Applied Research New Delhi, 
1981 pp 156 63 
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The Congress declares afresh 11s solemn resolve to acmeve independence for 
the nation and to have aconsttunon framed for a free India through a Constituent 
Assembly elected by the people on the basis of adult franchise and without any 
mterference by a foreign authonty No other constitutions or attempted solutions 
of the problem can be acccpicd by the Indian people 


The Congress 1s of opimon that in view of the situation m India _ the orgamsed 
strength of the national movement, the remarkable growth of consciousness of 
the masscs, the new awakening among the people of the states, as well as the 
rapid development of the world situation, the principle of self-determination must 
now be applied to the fullest extent to Indra so_ that the people of India might 
establish an independent democratic state by means of a Constituent 
Assembly Not only the inherent mght and digmty of the people demand this 
full freedom, but also the economic and other problem which press insistently 
on the masses cannot find solution nor can India get md of her poverty and 
keep pace with modern progress unless her people have full opportunities of 
self devclopment and growth which independence alone can give Provincial 
Autonomy affords no such scope for deyvclopment and us capacity for good 1s 
being rapidly exhausted the proposcd Fcderavon strangics India sul further 
and will not be accepted The Congress 1s therefore firmly of opinion that this 
whole Government of India Act must give place to constitution of a free India 
made by the people themsclves 


An independent and democratic India will face the solution of her great 
problems rapidly and cffectuvcly and will ine herscif with the progressive pcoples 
ef the world and thus aid the cause of democracy and frecdom 


With a view to a specdy reahvaton of the Congress objective andin order ta 
face effectuvely the national and imtcmational crises that loom ahead and 
prepare the country for a nahonwide struggle, this Congress calls upon all 
parts of thc Congress organisauion the Congress Provincial Governments and the 
people gcncrally, to work to this end by promoting unity and seeking to ehminatc 
cisruptive forces and conditions which lead to communal conflicts and nauional 
disumty by co ordmating the activities of the Provincial Governments with the 
work outside the Icgislatures, and by strengthening the organisation so as to make 
hast) more cffective organ of the people’s will 


Congress Machinery 


Inasmuch as experience has shown that the working of the Congress 
machinery 1s often rendered difficult by abuses in the mattcr of enrolment of 
members clecuons and otherwise, and it 1s urgently necessary to remove all 
such defects the Congress authonses the All India Congress Commitice to take 
all steps that may be necessary to attain thal end including changes in the 
Constitution The All India Congress Commitee shall have authority to give 
ammediate effect to such consutuuonal changes 


Reaffirmation of Congress Policy 


In view of vanous misunderstandings that have arisen in the Congress and the 
country on account of the controversies im connection with the Presidential 


clecuion and after 111s desirable that the Congress should Clarify the posiuon and 
declae its general policy 


This Congress declarcs 


us firm adherence to the fundamental policies 
which have governed its iceth Se 


programme in the past years under the guidance of 

ereens Gandhi and 1s definitely of oprmon that there should be ne break in 

Sonos pe that they should continue to gover the Congress programme 
is Congress expresses its : 

ee Necue PELE eee esses its confiderice in the work of the Working 


during the last year and regrets th spersions 
should have been cast against any of its members ape ee 
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In view of the cntical situation that may develop durmg the coming year and 
in view of the fact that Mahatma Gandhi alone can lead the Congress and the 
country to victory dunng such crisis, the Congress regards 1t as 1mperative that 
its executive should command his implicit confidence and requests the President 
to appomt the Working Committee in accordance with the wishes of Gandhyj1 ! 


Palestine 


The Congress has previously declared its full sympathy with the Arabs in 
Palestine in thew struggle for national freedom and their fight agaist 
Brush Imperialism and has condemned the pohcy of the mandatory power 
m Palestine Subsequent events have disclosed the continuance of a reign of 
terror maintained by the Bntish army and police im the nameof law and order The 
courage, determination and sacniices made by the Arabs in the struggle have 
evoked the admmration of the people of India wha desire to convey to them again 
they greeungs and good wishes for the complete succcss in the attainment of 
thar objective 


While symipallsing wrth the plight of the Jews in Europe and elsewhere, the 
Congress deplores that in Palestine the Jews have relied on Bnush armed forces to 
advancc their special pnvileges and thus aligned themselves on the side of British 
Imperiahsm The Congress trusts that the Arabs and Jews will endeavor to 
find a basis for direct co operation with a view to establishing an 
ioe BeIIeaE democratic State in Palestine with adequate protection of Jewish 
rights 


Baluchistan 


In view of the fact that Briush Baluchistan 1s still being governed in the old 
uresponsiblc and bureaucratic manner the Congress demands that democrauc 
and responsible form ef government be mtroduced in the province without 
any delay and it be grantcd the same constitutional status as other provinces of 
India 


Foreign Policy 


The Congress records its cntrre disapproval of Bnmush Foreign Policy 
culmmating m the Mumch Pact, the Anglo-ltahan Agrecment and the 
recogmuon of Rebel Spam This policy has been onc of deliberate betrayal of 
democracy, repealed breach of pledges, the ending of the system of collectve 
securnty and cooperation with governments winch are avowcd enemies of 
democracy and frcedom Asa result of this policy, the world is bemg reduced 
to a state of mtemational anarchy where brutal violence tnumphs and 
flourishes unchecked and decides the fate of nations, and in the name of peace 
stupendous preparations are being made for the most temible of wars 
International morality has sunk so low in Central and South Western Euro 
that the world has witnessed with horror the organised terrorism of the Nazi 
Government against people of the Jewish race and the continuous bombing 
from the air by rebcl forces of citics and civilian inhabitants and helpless 
Tefugees 


'This has the background of leadership tussle between the more radical Subhas Chandra 
Bose then Congress President, and Gandhi which ended in Bose s resignation from 
Congress Presidentsmp on 29 April 1939 and the formation by hum of ‘Torward Block 
rom the Presidential chair of the above session Bose had proposed ‘that the Indian 
National Congress should immediately send an ultimatum to the Bntish Govemment 
demanding Independence within six months This proposal was opposed by Gandhi and 
Nehru and was thus rejected causing a deadlock Tor more details, see Subhas Chandra 
Bose: The Indian Struggle 1920 1942 Asia Pubhshing House, New York, 1964, pp 331 
3 
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The Congress dissociates itself entirely from British foreign policy which has 
consistently aidcd the Fascist Powers and helped in edestruction of 
democratic countries The Congress 1s opposed to imperialism and fascism a 
lke and 1s convinced that world peace and progress required the ending of both of 
these In the opinion of the Congrcss 1t1s urgently ec for India to direct 
her own foreign pohcy as an independent nation, teereey eeping aloof from 
both Imperialism and fascism and pursuing her path of peace and freedom 


Indian States! 


The Congress welcomes the awakening of the people of the Indian States in 
many parts of the country and considers tms as a hopeful prelude to the 
larger frecdom_ comprising the whole of India, for which the Congress has 
laboured The Congress supports the demand for responsible government and 
civil liberty im the States and expresses its solidarity with these movement for 
frecdom and sclf-cxpression which are integral parts of the largcr struggle for 
the frecdom of the whole country While appreciating that some rulers of the 
Siaics haverecogniscd = this awakening as ahcalthy signof growth and are secking 
to adjust themselves to if m cooperaon with thur people, the Congress 
regrets that some other rulers have sought to suppress these movements by 
banning peaceful and legitimate orgamsauions and all pohtical activity and 
in some cases, resorting to cruel and inhuman repression In particular the 
Congress deplores the attempt of some rulers to seek the aid of the Britush 
Governmcnt in India to suppress their own people, _ and condemns the 
unwarranted use of military a polace forces lent by the Bntish authoritics 


The Congress expresses 1ts sympathy with the suffcrings of the growing number 
of refugees from the various States and trusts that the public will render them 
every assistance 


The whole of India was profoundly sturred by the announcement of an 
mdcfinne fast by Gandhi in order to remedy the breach by the Thakore Samb 
of Rajkot of the settlement arnived at between him and his councillors on the 
one hind and Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, as represenung the people, on the 
othcr The Congress express its gratificahon at the recent agreement resulung 
in the termination of the fast and trusts that the people of Rajkot will have their 
aspirauions fulfilled and further hopes that the Princes of Kathiawar and other 
puts of India will march with the umes and, in co operation with their people, 
introduce responsible government 


The Congress regrets that several State Governments besides Rajkot, have gone 
back upon their assurances to their people and their pledged word It trusts that 


these breaches of agreement will be reparrcd and the assurances given will be 
honoured 


The Congress 1s of opmmion that the resoluuon of the Haripura session of the 
Congress, relaung to the States has answered the expectahons raised by it and 
has jusuficd itself by encouraging the Peoples of the States to orgamse 
themsclves and conduct their own movements or freedom The Harpura policy 
was conc civcdin the best interests of ihe people in order to enable them to develop 
self rchance and strength This policy was dictated by circumstances and by a 
recogmition of the limitauions mherent in the circumstances, but 11 was never 
corceyed as an obligauon The Congress has always possessed the mght, as 101s 
i Sal \o guide the people of the States and lend them its influence The greal 
ne that is taking place among the people of the States may lead to 4 

on or to a complete removal of the restraint which the Congress imposed 


‘i or a study in contrast see Resol 
1939 a ndix XVI 19 sedulinnah dt Sith aid tie eee ee eg 


10 April 1939 Supra pp 364 GF emarks and the Counctl mecting proceedings on 
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upon itself, thus resultmg im_an ever increasing identification of the Congress 
with the States’ peoples The Working Committee 1s authorised to issue 
instructions m this behalf from trme to time as occasion arses 


The Congress desires to reiterate that its objective complete ndependence, 
1s for the whole of India, mclusive of the states, which are integra! parts of India 
which cannot be separated and which must have the same measure of pohtical 
social, economic and religious frecdom as the rest of India 


Indians Overseas 


This Congress notes with grave concer and anxiety the rapidly deteriorating 
position of Indians overseas, specially in countnes within the so-called Bnush 
Commonwealth of Nations and exicnds its sympathy and support to all Indian 
nauonals abroad m ther just struggle for the assertion of their legitimate 
nghts, political, civic and economic This Congress notes with particular 
aly the danger to Indian life and property m Burma, the hostile attitude 
towards Indians in Ceylon, the reservation of the Kenya Highlands to Europeans 
to the exclusion of Indians and the atternpt to segregate and pass unjust laws 
agamst Indians m South Afnca This Congress expresses its opinion that only a 
free and independent India can effecuvely help its nationals abroad In the 
meantime, the Congress calls upon the peopic of this country to do everything mn 
their power to help the cause of Indians overseas 


Next Congress 


Resolved that the next session of the Congress bc held in Bihar durmg the last 
weck of December of this year 


6 


Ramegarh (Bihar), 53rd Annual Session, 19-20 March 
1940, Abul Kalam Asad presided! 


India and the War Crisis—Call to the Nation 


This Congress having considcred the grave and cnucal situation = resultin 
from the war m Europe and British policy in regard to ul, approves of an 
endorses the resolutions passed and the action taken on the war situation by the 
AICC and the Working Committee The Scngress considers the declaration 
by the Bnush Government of India as a belligerent country, without any 
reference to the people of India, and the explortation of India’s resources 1n this 
War, as an affront to them which no self respecting and frecdom loving people 
can accept or tolerate The recent pronouncements made on behalf of the 
Bntush Government in regard to India demonstrate that Great Britain 1s carrying 
on the war fundamentally for imperialist ends and for the preservation and 
strengthening of her Empure, which 1s based on the explonanon of the core of 
India, as well as of other Asiatic and Afmean countmes Under these 
circumstances, it is clear that the Congress cannot in any way, directly or 
indirectly, be party to the war, which means continuance and Peon of this 
exploitauon The Congress therefore srongly disapproves of Indian troops 
being made to fight for Great Britain and of the dram from India of men and 
maternal for the purpose of the war Neither the recnmuimg nor the money 
raised in India can be considered to be volunt contnbutions from India 
Congress men and those under the Congress influence cannot help im the 
prosceunon of the war with men, money or matcrial 


'A M Zaid and S G Zaidi (eds), The Encyclopaedia of Indian National Congress 
Vol XII, 1981 op cit pp 297 and 367 9 
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The Congress hereby declares again that nothing short of complete 
independence can be accepted by the people of India Indian freedom cannot 
exist within the orbit of imperialism, and dominion or any other status within 
the impenai} structure 1s wholly mapplicable to India, 1s not in keeping with 
the dignity of a great nation _and would bind Indiain_ many ways to British policies 
and economic structure The people offndia alone can properly shape their 
own constitution and determine therr relauons to the other countrics of the 
world, through a Consutuent Assembly elected on the basis of adult suffrage 


The Congress 1s further of opimon that while 1t will always be ready as it 
ever has been to make every effort to secure communal harmony, no permanent 
solution is possible cxcept through a Consutucnt Assembly where the nghts of 
all recogmiscd minorthes will be ee by agreement, as far as possible 
between the clected representatives of various majority and minorily groups, or 
by arbitration if agreement 1s not reached on any point Any alternative will 
lack finality India’s constitauon must be based on independence, democracy 
and national unnty and the Congress repudiates attempts to divide India or to 
split up her nationhood The Congress has always aimed at a constitution 
wherc the fullest freedom and opportumucs of development ere guaranteed to 
the group and the mdavidual, and social myustice yiclds place to a juster social 
order 


The Congress cannot admit the right of the Rulers of Indian States, or of 
forcign vested intcrests to come in the way of Indian freedom Sovereignty in 
India must rest with the people whether m the states or the provinces, and all 
othcr micrcests must be subordinated to their vital interests The Congrcss holds 
that the difficulty raised in regard to the statcs 1s of Bntash creation and it will 
not be sausfactonly solved unicss the declaration of the freedom of India from 
foragn rule is uncquivocally made Foreign interests, if they are not m conflict 
with the interests of the Indian people will be protected 


The Congress withdrew the ministrics from the provinces where the Congress 
had a majority im order to dissociate India from the war and to enforce the 
Congress determimation to free India from foreign dominahon This 
preliminary step must naturally be followed by Civil Disobedicnce to which 
the Congress will unhesitatingly resort as soon as the Congress 
organisauion 15 considered fil cnough for the propose, or in case circumstances 
so shape themselves as to precipitate a cnsis The Congress desires to draw 
the aitcnuon of Congress men to Gandhip s declarauon that he can only 
undertake the responsibilty of declanng Civil Disobedience when he 15 
satisfied that they are strictly observing discipline and are carrying out the 
Constructive Programme prescnbed in the Independence Pledge 


The Congress secks to represent and serve all classes and commumitics 
without distinction of race or rchgion and the struggle for Indian 
independence is for the freedom of the whole nation Hence the Congrcss 
cherishes the hope that all classes and communitics will take partinit The purpose 
of Civil Disobcdience 1s to evoke the spint of sacnfice in the whole nation 


eer Apap hereby authorises the All India Congress Committee and in 
@ cvent of this being necessary, the Working Committee, to take all steps to 
implement the foreign resoluuon 


as the Co deem 
necessary mamitlee concerned may 
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Indian National Congress Resolutions, All India 
Congress Committee Meetings, 1935-40 


1 


Jubbulpore, Committee Meeting, 24-25 April 1935! 


Congress Parliamentary Board 


The Committee elected the following members to the Congress Parliamentary 


Board 


BAIAUNAWN = SUBVYNAURWN-] 


ee 


19 


Shn Bhulabha: J Desai 

Mrs Saroyim Naidu 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Shn C Rayjagopalachan 

Shn K F armman 

Dr Khan Saheb 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant 
Shn S Satyamurt: 

Shn KM unshi 

Shn Nabm Chandra Bardoloi 
Shn Surendra Mohan Mottra 
Shn Asaf Ah 

Shn Sn Knshna Sinha 

Shn Anugrah Narayan Smha 
Shn Sr Prakasa 

Shn Govind Das 

Shn NWV_ Gadgil 

Shn Rafi Ahmad Kidwai 
Dr Satyapal 

Shn T Parakasam 

Shn K Nageswar Rao 

Shn Kiransankar Ray 

Shn Nilkantha Das 

Dr NB _ Khare 

Shn S K_ Hosaman: 


Election Disputes Panel 


The following members were elected to the Election Disputes Panel 


ANnhUNH 


Sardar Sardul Singh, Advocate 
Capt Lal Avadhesh Pratap Singh 
Shn T Vishwanatham 

Shri Mohanlal Saksena 

Shn CN Muthuranga Mudaliar 
Shn NV Gadgil 


‘AM Zaidi and SG Zaid: (eds), [he Encyclopaedia of the Indian Nattonal Congress 
The Battle for Swaray, Vol X 1930 35 Indian Insutute of Applied Political Research 
New Deli 1980, pp 449 52 
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7 Shn Kamim Kumar Dutta 
8 Lala Dunichand 

9 Shn Satyanarayan Sinha 
10 Prof Abul Ban 

11 Shn Rangarao Diwakar 
12 Shn K_ Bhashyam Iyengar 


Auditors 


Messrs R C Mehta & Co of Bombay were appointed auditors of the AICC for 
the current year 


Condolence 


The Committee places on record its sense of sorrow at the premature and sudden 
death of Syt TAK Sherwani in whom the country has lost a devoted and 
sincere patriot and indcfaug able workcr m the cause of Hindu Muslim unity The 
Commiuttce conveys its sincere and heartfelt condolence to the members of the 
bereaved farmmly The resoluuon be communicated to Mrs  Sherwam and 
members of the family 


The Commuttce also adopted the resoluuon of the Working Commutice passed 
at Delhi on the premature aeath of Syt Abhyankar 


Congress Party in the Assembly 


The AICC records 11s satisfacuon at the work of the Congress Party in the 
Assembly in the face of many difficulties and congratulates the members on thc 
excclent discipline observed by them 


Note Mcmbcrs of the Assembly in the AICC did not participate in the voung 
on this resoluuen 


Ban on Congress Organisations 


Thts Commuttee draws the atlenuon of the country to the conunuance of the 
ban on Congress organisations in the N WFP and all Congress Committees 
m Midnapur district in Bengal and on affiliated and allied bodies fully acccpung 
the Congress creed and discipline lke the Khuda Khidmatgars and 
Hindustani Seva Dal and other mstitutions in Bengal, Guyarat and elsewhere 
and the recent suppression of Labour and Youth League organisations in 
Bengal the Bombay Presidencies, the Punjab and clsewhere on the plea of 
alleged tendencies “ without refercnee fo any overt acts, and arrests of 
workers connected with such organisations This Committee appeals to the people 
at large to realise that the political salvation of the country ts bound up with the 
strengthemng of the Congress organisation and calls upon all sections to do 
cverything to imcreasc the strength of the Congress 


Abuse of Foreigners’ Act 


The Commuitee notes the fl grant abuse of the Foreigners’ Act, and ancient 
piece OF legislation mtended for a wholly different purpose, m pursuance of 
che Same gencral policy of continued repression, whereby a large number of 
Rec e men who fully accept the Congress creed have been externed from 

mush India and thus deprived not only ofthe opportunity of legitimate acuvity 


but also of residing and 
becn doing for Weare carrying on business which in many cases they had 


Repression in Benga} 


terres oe strongly condemns the conunuous repression that has been 
Bonin Scngal parucularly m the detenuon and internment without tral and 
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m secrecy and for indefinite periods of a large number of the youth torn 
from thew natural surroundings depnving their farmhes and dependents m 
many cases of the natural source of mamtenance without making any other 
arrangement for their support 


This Committee 1s of opimon that 1t 15 ngh time for the Government of Bengal 


either to discharge the detenus or give them a fair tmal through the ordinary law 
courts 


This Committee assures the people of Bengal in general and the detenus in 
parucular of us full sympathy in thew afflicuon 


The Committce asks the Bengal PCC to prepare a hst of detenus and internees 
with full particulars including their period of dciention and mtcrnment and 
about the financial condition of the famihes and report it to. the Working 
Committee 


This Committee further resolvcs that an All India Fund for the relief of the 
Detcnus’ famihes be started under the control of the Working Commiutice 


Mob Violence at Ferozabad 


This Committee deeply deplores the horrible acts of mob violence perpetrated 
at Ferozabad culmmating m the burmng alive of the whole farmly of Doctor 
Jiweram mcluding children and patients The Commiuttec hopes that Ieaders of 
all communitics will realise the extent to which religious fanaticism when 
once roused can go and that they — will sce the advisability of abstaming from 
saying or doing anything that fans such frenzy lt appeals to all to take 
effective ste to make people realise the need for all communities, 
particularly Hindus and Muslims hving together in peace and friendship with 
mutual] good understandimg and respect 


Indian States 


This Committee declares that the mtcrests of the people of the Indian States are 
as much the concern of the Indian National Congress as those of the people of 
British India and assures them of its full supportin their struggle for freedom 


2 


Madras, Committee Meeting, 17-18 October 1935! 


Offices under the New Constitution 


Considermg the long imterval of tume that 1s bound to elapse before the next 
general provincial clections under the new constitution and the uncertainty of 
political conditons durmg this long voted. this Commitice is of opinion that itis 
not only premature but also madvisable and impolitic to come to any decision on 
the question of acceptance or non acceptance of office at this stage and therefore 
affirms the resolunonof the Working Committee passed at Wardha on the subject 
At the same time the Committee desires to make 1t clear that it sees no objection 
to the question being discussed in the country 


bid, pp 453 55 
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Indian States 


This meeting of the AICC adopts the following deciaranon of Congress Policy 
on Indian States issued by the Working Commuttce from Wardha, dated August {, 
1935 


Burma 


Resolution passed by the Working Committce on October 16, 1935 in this 
behalf was endorsed 


Anti-Indtan Propaganda Abroad 


Tn view of the ant: Indian propaganda carned on abroad, 1t 1s resolved that the 
Working Commitice of the AICC be authonsed to take such action as 1s proper 
and feasible to undo the evil 


Rules of Procedure of AICC 


The followmg Rules of Procedure for the conduct of its busrness were adopted 
by the Committee 


1 The AICC may be summoned by the President or the Working General 
Secretary with the previous approval of the President to meet at any place 
within the country and as often as required by the Working Committee 


2 The noucc of a meetng of the AICC shall be wssued at least fifteen days 
before the date of meeting except in case of Umergency when a mecting 
may be summoned by a notice of seven days only 


Note As far as possible the subjccts to be discussed at the meeting 
of the AICC shall be circulated among the members of the AICC along 
with the notice convening the meeting 


3. The President and the Secretaries shall be sole judges of the occasion for 
summoning an cmergcent meeting 


4 The AICC shall mect on a joint requisition addressed to the Working 
Commuttec by not less than fifteen members Such requisition shall 
specify the purpose for which the requisitionists desire a meebng of the 
AICC At such meeting additional items of business may be brought up 
for consideration provided due notice thereof has been given to the 


member 
Order of Business, etc 


3 Inthe order of business the draft resolution of the Workmg Committee 
shall have priority 


6 Thc order of the rest of the busimess of the meeting shall be settled by 
the President 


7 The Workang Commntcee shall assign at least one clear day for 
resolutions other than those of the Working Committee of which due 
noice may have been given by membersof the AICC 


8 The order of the precedence of tesoluuons by private members shall be 
determined by lot 


9 Nouce of resolutions b u 
Y¥ private member: least 
seven days before the emeeling encase aaa 


10 Ishall be in the discretion of the President to allot the ume for speakers 
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moving either substantive propositions or amendments generally taking 
part in the debate 


Resignation from AICC 


11 Resignauon from the AICC shall be placed before the President who will 
accept it and deciare the place of the member on the AICC vacant 


12 Any vacancy in the AICC by death, resignation, removal of a member or 
otherwise will be filled up by the members of the Provincial Congress 
Committee by election from among themselves 


Election Disputes 


13 Objections to elections will be dealt with m the provincesin accordance 
with rules framed in this behalf by the Provimcial Congress Commiuttees 


14 Appeals will le to the Working Committee agaimst decision on 
objections to elections by Provincial Congress Committees or agaimst 
ther refusal or failure to give decisions 


15 Any appeal preferred to the Working Committee will ordinarily be 
decided by the Tnbunal appointed in accordance — with Article Xb) 
of the constituuon It will be open to the Working Committee to 
decide such dispute if 1t considers 1L mconvement or impracucable to 
convene a Tribunal in terms of Arncle XI (b) 


16 The decision of the Election Disputes Tnbunal or of the Workmg 
Committee, as the case may be, shall be final 


Other Disputes 


17 Complaints, against individual members of any Congress orgamisauion 
or any Congress Committee will be dealt with mn the provinces in 
accordance with rules framed by the Provincial Congress Committees 


18 No subject which can be ordinarily dealt with by a PCC shall be referred 
to the AICC except through the PCC concerned 


19 Where a PCC refuses to forward an appeal orrepresentation to the AICC 
the aggneved person or Commutiee shall be entitled to approach the 
President for order direcung the PCC to forward the said appeal or other 
representation The President may after considering the said 
representation pass such order as he may think fit The PCC will 
thereafter be bound to carry out the order of the Pressdent 


20 An appeal will le to the Working Committee against any decision of a 
Provincial Congress Committee, or mthe event of its falure or refusal 
to give such decision 


21 The Working Commitice will either decide such disputes itself or will 
ope any other person or persons to decide them e decision of the 
orking Committee, or of the person or persons appointed by it, as 

the case may be, shall be final 
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3 
Lucknow, Commuttee Meeting, 9-15 April 1936 


1 The audited accounts of the penod extending from April 1,1934 to 
March 31, 1935 and from Apni 1, 1935 to December 31 1935 
circulated along with the General Sccretary's reports were passed 


2 The Gencral Sccretary’s Report was placed before the meeung Sr: 
Sampurnanand objected to the adopnion of the same as the members 
who had just received it had no ume to go through it The adoption 
of the report was therefore postponed to allow members ume to read it 


3 The General Sccretary's Report was adopted after a brief discussion 
Some minor ttems were suggested for inclusion 


4 The treasurers audited accounts placed before the Committee were 
passed 


5 Messrs Dalal and Shah and Messrs Chhotalal and Agarwal of 
Bombay were appointed as honorary audntors for the next year 


6 Dr Pattabh: was thanked for the eamest scal with which he had done 
his work as the historian of the Congress 


7 Babu Rajendra Prasad made a statement about the Bengal clection 
disputes He was authonsed by the Committee tocontinue to deal with 
the Bengal disputes 


8 The President made a statement reviewing the situation and pomting 
out his difficulties in the selecuion of the new Working Committee 


The President selected the following fourteen members for the Working 
Committee on April 16, 1936 


Gencral Secretary Shn JB Kripalani 
Treasurer Shn Jamnalal Bajaj 
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Shn Vallabhbhai J Patel 
Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan 
Shn C Rayagopalachan 
Shn Subhas Chandra Bose 
Shn Narendra Dev 
Shn SD Deo 
Shn Jaya Prakash Narayan 
Shn Bhulabha:i Desai 
Shn Achyut Patwardhan 


Dr Khan Saheb was to act as long as Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan was 
m prison 


Two of the persons above named Shn C Rajagopalachan and Shri Jaya 
Prakash Narayan were not at the ime members of the All India Congress 
Committee The AICC had however, been enlarged by the decision of the 
Lucknow Congress and the President hoped that these two members would soon 
become members of this enlarged AICC 


‘AM /aad id Z 
vas a - Soni (eds) The Encyclopaedia of Indian National Congress 
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4 
Bombay, Committee Meeting, 22-23 August 1936! 


The followmg four resolutions were moved from the Chair and passed 
Dr MA Ansari 


This Committee records its sense of irreparable loss to the national causc 
by the sudden and premature deathof Dr M A Ansari, adear and valued comrade 
and tenders to the bereaved family its sincere sympathy and condolence 


Abbas Tyabyi 


The Committee records its heartfelt sorrow over the passing away of Shn 
Abbas Tyabyi, the Grand Old Man of Gujarat whose services and brave 
sacnfices endeared him to the nation and tenders its sincere condolence to Mrs 
Tyabj: and other members of the family 


Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan 


‘The Commitice expresses nts indignation at the orders of the Government 
concerned prohibiing Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan from entemng mto or 
remaining in the N-WFP = and the Punjab and notes with regret the 
continuation of their policy of suppression of civil liberty of individuals 
engaged in national activities 


N-WFP 


This Committce vicws with grave concem the reports of interference by 
officials im some provinces with the actuvities of the Congress 1n connecuon 
with the forthcoming elections In particular 1t condemns the acuon of the 
N-W FP Government in arresting workers of Parhamentary Board and 
otherwise interfering with the mecting for election purposes 


Flection Manifesto 


The Committee thereafter considered the manifesto submuitied to it by the 
Working Committee Shri Rajendra Prasad moved for its adoption and the 
mouon was secondcd by Shn Narendra Deo Scveral amendments were moved 
Only two of them were accepted by the mover The Manifesto as given below, 
was then put to the vote and unanimously carried 


Text 


‘For more than fifty ycars the Indtan National Congress has laboured for 
the freedom of India and ever, as its strength grew and it came to represent 
more and morc the nationalist urge of the Indian people and thew desire to put an 
cnd to exploitation by Bnush Imperralism 11 came mio confhet with the ruling 
power During recent years the Congress has led great movements for 
national freedom and has sought to develop sanctions whereby such freedom 
can be achicved by peaceful mass action and the disciplined sacnfice and 
suffenng of the Indian people To the lead of the Congress the Indian people 
have responded m abundant measure and thus confirmed their inherent right 
to freedom That struggle for freedom sul] conunues and must conunue tll 
India is free and independent 


Ybid, pp 133-41 


690 APPENDIX XXi 


‘These years have seen the development of an economic crisis in India and the 
world which has led to a progressive deterioration 1m the condition of all 
classes of our people The poverty and destitution, and this growing disease 
urgently and insistently demands a radical remedy Poverty and 
unemployment have long been the lot of our peasantry and mdustnal 
workers, today they cover and crush other classes also — the arusan, the trader, 
the small merchant, the middie class intelligentsia For the vast mihons of 
our countrymen the problem of achieving national independence has become an 
urgent one, for only mdependence can give us e wer to solve our 
economic and social problems and end the exploitauon of our masses 


“The growth of the national movement and the economic crisis has resulted in 
the intense repression of the Indian people and the suppression of civil liberties 
and the Bnush Government has sought to strengthen the imperialist bonds 
that envelop India and to porpeuiale the domination and exploitation of the 
Indian people by enactmg the Government of India Act of 1935 


In the international sphere, cnsis follows crsis mm an ever deepening degrec 
and world war hangs over the honzon The Lucknow Congress called the attention 
of the nation to this grave situation in India and the world, and declared its 
opposition to the participation of India in an unpenalist war and its firm resolve to 
continuc the struggle for the independence of India 


‘The Congress rejected in its entirety the consutution imposed upon India by 
the New Act and declared that no constitution imposed by outside authority 
and no constitution which curtals the sovereignty of the people of India and 
does not recognise their right to shape and control fully their political and 
economic future, can be accepted Such a constitution, im its opinion, must be 
based on the independence of India as a nation and it can only be framcd 
by a Consutuent Assembly 


The Congress has always Jaid stress on the development of the strength of 
the people and the forging of sanctions to enforce the people’s will To this 
end it has carmed on activities outside the legislatures The Congress holds that 
real strength comes from thus orgamsmg and serving the masses 


‘Adhenng to this policy and objective but in view of the present situation 
and in order to prevent the operation of forces calculated to strengthen aher 
domination and exploitahon the Congress decided to contest seats m_ the 
coming clections for the provincial legislatures But the purpose of sending 
Congress men to the legislatures under the new Act 1s not to Cooperate im any 
way with the Act but to combat 1t and seek to end it It ts to carry out im so 
far as 1s possible, the Congress policy of reyection of the Act, and to resist British 
Imperialism in 11s attempts to strengthen its hold on India and its exploitation of 
the Indian people In the opinion of the Congress, activity in the legislatures 
should be such as to help in the work outside, in the strengthening of the 
people andin the development of the sanctions which are esscnual to freedom 


‘The new legislatures re and circumscnbed by safeguards and special 
powers for the protecuon of British and other vested interests, cannot yield 
substantial benefits and they are totally incapable of solving the vital problems 
of poverty and unemployment But they may well be used by Bmnitsh 
impenalism for its own purposes to the disadvantage and inyury of the Indian 
people The Congress representatives will seek to resist this, and to take all 
possible ar to end the vanous Regulations, Ordimances and Acts which 
peptess the Indian people and smother their will to freedom They will work 
or the establishment of civi] liberty, for the release of poliucal prisoners an 


dctcnus ana io repair the w 
Tongs done to the peasan lic mshiiutions 
in the course of the national struggle ae try and to pub 
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‘The Congress realises that independence cannot be acmeved through these 
legislatures nor can the problems of poverty and unempioyment be effectively 
tackied by them Nevertheless the Congress places 1ts general programme before 
the people of India so that they may know what it stands for and what 11 will try 
to achieve, whenever it has the power to do so 


‘At the Karachi session of Congress in 1931 the gencral Congress objective 
was defined in the Fundamental Rights resolution That genera] definiuon 
sull holds The last five years of developing crisis have however necessitated a 
further consideration of the problems of poverty and unemployment and 
other economi problems With a view to this the Lucknow Congress laid 
particular stress on the fact that ‘the most umportant and urgent problem of the 
country 1s the appalling poverty, unemployment and indebtedness of the peasantry, 
fundamentally due to anuquated and repressive land tenure and revenue systems, 
and mtensified 1n recent years by the great slump in pnices of agricultural produce 
and called upon the Provincial Congress Committees to frame full agranan 
programmes The agrarian programme which will be drawn up by the AICC on 
the basis of these provincial programmes will be issued later 


‘Pending the formulation of a fuller programme the Congress reiterates its 
declaration made at Karachi — that it stands for a reform of the system of Jand 
tenure and revenue and rent, and an cquitable adjustment of the burden on 
agricultural rent and revenue now paid by them and cxempung uncconomic 
holdings form payment of rent and revenue 


The question of indebtedness requircs urgent consideration and the 
formulation of a scheme meluding the declaration of a moratorium, an enquiry 
mito and scaling down of debts and the provision for cheap credit facilities by the 
state This relicf should extend to the agncultural tenants peasant proprictors, 
small land holders, and petty tradcrs 


In regard to industrial workers the policy of the Congress 1s to secure to 
them a deccnt standard of living, hours of work and conditions of labour in 
conformity, as far as the cconomic conditions im the country permit, with 
International standards, surtable machincry for the settlement of disputes 
between employers and workmen protection agamst the economic 
consequences of old age, sickness and unemployment and the nght of workers 
to form umons and to stnke for the protection of thei micrests 


“The Congress has already declared that it stands for the removal of all sex 
disabihuces whether legal or social or m any sphere of public activity Jt has 
expressed itself in favour of maternity benefits and the protection of women 
workers The women of India have already taken a leading part in the freedom 
Struggle and the Congress looks forward to their sharing, m an equal measure 
with the men of India, the pnvileges and obligations of citizens of a free India 


“The stress that the Congress has laid on the removal of untouchability 
and for the social and economic uphft of the Hanjans and the backward 
classes 1s well known It holds that they should be equal cituzens with the others, 
wath equal mghts 1n all crvic matters 


“The encouragement of khadi and village mdustrics has also long been a 
Principal plank of the Congress programme In regard to the larger industnes, 
protection should be given but the nghts of the workers and the producers of raw 
matenals should be safeguarded, and due regard should be paid to the interests 
of village industries 


‘The treatment of political prisoners has long been a scandal mn India Every 
effort should be made to unprove this and make 1t humane It is equally 
Necessary to change the whole basis of the pnson admmistration so that every 
pnsoner might be treated in humanitarian and rational manner 
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‘The communal decision which forms part of the new Act has led to much 
controversy and the Congress attitude towards it has been misunderstood by 
some people The rejection in its entirety of the new Act by the Congress 
inevitably involve the rejection of the communal decision Even apart from the 
Act as a whole the communal decision 1s wholly unacceptable as being 
inconsistent with independence and the principles of democracy, it encourages 
fissiparous and disruptive tendencies, hinders the normal growth and 
consideraiion of economic and social questions, is a barner to national 
progress, and siikes at the root of Indian unity No community or group in India 
profits by 1 m any real_ sense, for the larger anyuty. caused by it to all 
outweighs the petty benefits that some have received Ulumately 1 probably 
myures most those groups whom its 1s meant to favour The only party that 
profits by it 1s the third party which rules and exploits us 


‘The attitude of the Congress is, thercfore not one of indifference or 
neutrality It disapproves strongly of the communal decision and would I:ke 
to end it But the Congress has repeatedly lard stress on the fact that a 
sausfactory soluuon of the communal quesiion can come only through the 
goodwill and cooperahon of the principal communitics concerned An attempt 
by one group to gct some communal favour from the British Government at 
the expense of another group rcsults in an increase of communal tension and 
the exploitation of both groups by the Government Such a policy 1s hardly in 
keeping with the dignity of Indian nationalism, it does not fit m with the 
struggle for independence It does not pay cither party in the long run, it side 
tracks the main _ tssuc 


‘The Congress therefore, holds that the mnght way to deal with the situation 
created by the communal decision 15 to intensify our struggle for independcnce 
and at the same time to seck a common basis for an agreed soluuon which 
hulps to strengthen the unity of India The cffonm of one community only to 
change the decision in the face of the opposition of another community might 
well result in confirming and consolidating that decision, for conflict betwecn 
the two produccs the very situation which gives Governments a chance of 
enforcmg such a decision The Congress thus 1s of opimion that such one sidcd 
agitauion can bear no useful result 


It 1s necessary to bear in mind that the whole communal problem 1n spite of 
ils importance has nothing to do with the major problems of India — poverty 
and ae serene Itus nota religious problem and 1t affects only a 
handful of people at e top The peasantry, the workers, the traders and 
merchants and the lower middle classes of all communities are in no way 
touched by w and ther burdens remain 


The quesuon of accepting ministries or not m the new legislatures 
was een are for decision by the Lucknow Congress The AICC 1s of 
opimon that it will be desirable for this decision to be taken after the elections 
Whatever the decision on this question might be it must be remembered 
that, in any cvcnt, the Congress stands for the reyecuion of the new Act, and for 
non cooperation mm its working The object remains the same _ the ending of the 
Act Wath a view to this end every endeavor will be made to prevent the 
mtroduction and functioning of the federal part of the scheme which 1s 
intended to perpetuate the dommaton of the impertalist interests and the feudal 
intcresis of the States over the whole country and prevent all progress towards 


freedom It must be borne in mind that the new provincial assemblies will form the 


electorate for the proposed federal central le 
gislature and the composition of those 
provincial legislatures will materially affect the fate of the federal constitution 
“We appeal to the country to give eve 
qhons 
that are coming National welfare demande fe FIG for mlcpendence calle 


e fight for independence calls for 
it The cffectiveness of the work that the Congress maribers OT the legislatures 


APPENDIX XXI 693 


will do will depend on ther numbers and their discipline and the backing 
and support that the country gives them With a clear majority they will be in a 
poor to fight the Act and to help effectively in the struggle for independence 

very party and group that stands aloof from the Congress organization tend, 
knowingly or unknowingly, to become a source of weakness to the nation and a 
source of strength to the forces ranged agamst it For the fight for 
independence a joint front 1s necessary The Congress offers that joint national 
front which comprises all classes and communitucs, bound together by 
their desire to free India, end the exploitation of her people and build up a strong 
and prosperous and united nation, resting on the well being of the masses 


“With this great and inspiring goal before us, for which so many men and 
women of India have suffered and sacrificed their all under the banner of the 
Congress, and for which today thousands of our countrymen are suffenng 
silently and with brave endurance we call upon our people with full hope and 
confidence, to rally to the cause of the Congress, of India, of freedom 


Non-Official Resolutions 
Lala Dunichand moved the following resolution 


Resolved that every membcr of a pnmary Congress Committee will 
contnue to be its member for a period of five years from the date of his first 
enrolment without bemg required to go mito any other formalities except the 
payment of four annas each year’ 


The resoluuion was supported by Shr Choihram Gidwanmi Shn SK 
Paul moved an amendment to this resolution toc the effect that the 
proposition be forwarded to the Working Committee for consideration 
and recommendations thereon’ The amendment was carned 


The President in his opening speech on the first day had told the 
committee that though the constitution gave him the right to nominate the 
membcrs of his Working Committee and to fill up vacancies whenever 
they occur, he was averse to cxercising that mght for he beheved that 
the best procedure would be for the AICC to elect the Working 
Committee and to fill up vacancies therein He therefore called upon 
the AICC to fill up the two vacancies on the Working Committee 
caused by the resignation of Shn Rajyagopalachan and Shri Jaya Prakash 
Narayan 


Shn Satyamurti raised a poimt of order He pointed out that the 
election by the AICC of the members of the Working Committee 
would be agamst the Constituhon The President however ruled that 
such a procedure would not be against the Consutuuon 


Thereupon Shr Satyamurt: sought rmisston of the President to 
move the resolution that — “The Hresident be requested to exercise his 
power under Section 12 of the Consutunon ” On the President giving the 
necessary pernussion Shn Satyamurti moved the above resolution The 
resolution was put to the vote and carried 
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5 


Faizpur (Bombay), Committee Meeting, 25 December 
1936' 


A Meetmnge of the All India Congress Committee was held in the Subjects 
Committee Pandai at Tilak Nagar, Faizpur on December 25, 1936 at2 pm Shn 
Jawaharlal Nehru presided 


The minutes of the last meeting hcld at Bombay on August 22 and 23 
1936 were confirmed 


The President then made a statement about the accounts Owmg to the change 
m the ume of the holding of the open session from March to December 1t had not 
been possible for the auditors to audit the accounts of the office of the AIC C 
and the Treasurer in ume The audited accounts the President said, would be 
placcd before the next meetung of the AICC 


6 


Fai,pur, Committee Meeting, 29 December 1936? 


A mceting of the AICC was held at Faizpur on December 29 1936 at 1 pm 
Shn Jawaharlal Nehm presided 


Messrs Dalal & Shah and Messrs Chotalal & Agarwal of Bombay werc 
appomted as honorary auditors of the Congrcss 


The Presidcnt announced that he had decided to renomimate the old Working 
Commuttee 


Members of the Working Committee 


Shn Jawaharlal Nehru (President) 
Jamnalal Baja) (Treasurer) 
Vallabhbha Patel 

Rajendra Prasad 

Abdul Kalam Asad 

Khan Abdul Ghalfar Khan 
Sarojyim Naidu 

Jairamdas Daulatram 

Subhas Chandra Bose 
(Acung Sarat Chandra Bose) 
10 Bhulabhai J Desar 

11. Govind Ballabh Pant 

12) Narendra Dev 

13. Achyut Patwardhan 


3B Kripalam (General Secretary) 


WEWAULWN 


Ibtd,p 141 
"Ibid , p 142 
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Delhi, Committee Meeting, 17-18 March 1937! 


New Constitution 


The All India Congress Committee records its ugh appreciation of the 
magnificent respons of the country to the call of the Congress dunng the recent 
elections and the approval by the electorate of the Congrcss pouey, and 
programme The Congress entered these clechons with iis objecuve of 
independcnce and its total reyection of the New Constitutions, and the demand for 
a Constituent Assembly to frame India’s constituuon The declared Congress 
policy was to combat the New Act and cnd it The electorate has, nm overw 
helming measure sect tts scal on this policy and programme and the New Act 
therefore stands condemned and utterly reycted by the people through the 
sclf same democratic process which had becn invokcd by the British GovernmenL, 
and the people have furtherdcclared that they desirc to frame theirown consutution 
based on national independence through the medium of a Constituent Assembly 
elected by adult franchise This Committec therefore demands on behalf of the 
people of India that the New Constitution be withdrawn 


In the eventofthe British Government still persisting with the New Constitution, 
in dcfiance of the declared will of the people the All India Congress Commutiee 
desires to impress upon all Congress members of the Icgislatures that their work 
inside and outside the Icgislaturcs must be based on the fundamental Congress 
poy of combaung the Ncw Constitution and secking to end it a policy on the 

asis Of which they sought the suffrage of the electorate and won their 
overwhelming victory in the clections Phat policy must mevitably Icad to 
deadlocks with the Briush Government and bring out sull further the inherent 
antagonism betwcen British Impenalism and Indian Nationalism and expose the 
autocratic and undemocratic nature of the New Constitution 


3} The All India Congress Commuittce endorses and confirms the resolutions of 
the Working Committee passed at Wardha on February 27 and 28 1937 on 
cxtra-parlamentary activilics of Congress members of Iegislatures, mass contacts 
and the Congress policy in the Iegislatures and call upon all Congress men in the 
IUgislatures and outside to work in accordance with the directions contained m 
them 


Andon the pending quesuon of office acceptance andin pursuance of the policy 
Summed up in the forecamir Paragraphs ithe All India Congress Committee 
authorises and permits the acceptance of office m provinces wherc the Congress 
commands a majority in the legislatures, provided the ministership shall not be 
accepted unlcss the leader of the Congress party in the legislature 15 satusfied and 
is able to state publicly that the Govemor will not use his special powers of 
interference or set aside the advice of ministers in regard to consutunonal 
activilies 


Accounts 


The last year’s audited accounts were placed before the Committee As they 
had been received a couple of days before the meetung they could not be printed 
and distributed It was therefore decided that they may be printed and 
distmibuted among the members and passed at the next mecting 


Ubid , pp 253 55 
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Non-Officials Resolutions 


Most of the non official resolutions of which nonce had been given, were 
covered by the mam resolution The three that were notso covered were (1) Shn 
Pattabln Sitaramayya’s about States People, (2) Shri S1bnath Banery:’s about 
Jute Mill stnke in Calcutta and (3) poriauon of Political Pnsoners to 
Andamans by Shri Sardul Singh and others The first of these was rcferred 
to the Consutution Committee and the lattertwo to the next Working Committee 
meeung 


Shri Subhas Chandra Bose’s Release 


On news being received of Shri Subhas Chandra Bosc’s release from detention 
the AICC directed the President to convey to him their affectronate welcome on 
his release and their good wishes for ms early recovery 


Note — Shn Subhas Chandra Bose was released unconditionally in shattered 
health on the evening of March 17 1937 after a continued detention and cxile of 
more than five ycars 

8 


Calcutta, Committee Meeting, 29-31 October 1937! 
The Audited Accounts 


The auditcd accounts for the period from Janurary 1 1936 to November 15, 
1936, the Auditor s note and the General Secrctary s explanation on it were 
placed before the Committee The Committce passed the audited accounts 


ene following resoluuons recommended by the Working Commitice were 
pass 


Tilak Memortal Swaray Fund 


Whereas all the funds collected for the Tilak Memonal Swaray Fund 
have, except the sum of Rs 47, 755-4-8 which was with the AICC on 
Novembcr 15, 1936, been spent for purposes for which they were intended 
or have been handed over to the bodies for whom they were earmarked, 11 
is no longer necessary to head the accounts of the AICC as All India 
Tilak Memonal Swaray Fund Such accounts shouldhenceforth be styled 
the All India Congress Committee Accounts 


Condolence — Shri Manilal Kothari 


The Commuttee place on record their deep sorrow at the death of Shr Manilal 
Kothan, a member of the AICC, who worked ceaselessly for the advancement 
of the cause of the Indian National Congress 1m all its acuvities and who gave of 
his best to the national cause since the Non co operation Movement, and the 


Commuitice offer their heartfelt and smcere condolences to members of the 
bereaved family 


Dr Rabindranath Tagore's Recovery 


The AICC fehcitate the Nation on the ha 
ip recov of her illustnous son 
a inerarettt Tagore from his recent senous iitiess and hope that he may be 
parcd tor many year for the service of India and humanity 


Vbid pp 255 62 
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Ratification of Working Committee Resolution on Office Acceptance 


By aresolution dated the 18th March 1937 passed by the AICC at Delm, it was 
resolved that permission be given for Congress men to accept office m 
provinces where the Congress commanded a majonty 1n the legisijature of the 
leader of the Congress Party was satisfied and could state publicly that the 
Governor would not use ms special powers of interference or set aside tne advice 
of mimisters 1n regard to their consitutional achvitics 


Since the said resolution statements and declarations were made on this issue 
on bchalf of the Bnttsh Government after cxamming those declarations 
and the situation created as a result of circumstances and events which 
occurred aftcr the AICC resoluuon of March last, the Working Committee 
was ofopimion thatit would not be easy for Governors to use their special powers 


Having considcred the views of the Congress members of the Legislatures and 
Congress men pencrally. the Working Committee at Wardha at its meetng 
held in July 1937 came to the conclusion and resolved that Congress men be 
permitted to accept office whcrever they were invited thereto 


Had circumstances permitted the Working Committee was anxious to obtain 
the sanction of the All India Congress Commiuttce im the matter but the Committee 
felt that delay in taking a decision at that slage would have bcecn injurious to 
the country ¢ interests and that the maticr demanded a prompt and immediate 
decision 


Its therefore resolved that the acnon of the Working Commnttee m taking the 
said decision be ratified 


Federation 


In view of the announcemcntis made on behalf of the Bntish Government 
thal steps will be taken to maugurate the proposcd Federation the All India 
Congress Commnuce reiterate their emphance condemnanon of and compliecie 
opposition to the scheme and then decision to combat 11 in every possible way 
open to them An alicmpt to maugurate this scheme, despiie the clearly 
expressed will of the nanon wll be a challenge to eee ec of India The 
Committee therefore call upon the Provincial and local Congress Commiutitces 
and the people generally, as well as the Provincia] Governments and Mimisines 
lo prevent the imposihon of this Federahon which will do grave injury to India 
and ughten the bonds which hold her in subjection to mpenalhistdomination and 
reaction The Committe¢ are of opmion that Provincial Governments should also 
move their legislatures to give formal expression lo this opposition to the 
proposed Federation and to intumate to the Briush government nol to impose it 
on their provinces 


Japan's Aggression in China 


The All India Congress Commitice view with grave concern and horror the 
unperiahst arerer On of Japan in China altunded with wanton cruelty and the 
bombing of the civil population 


The committee express their deep admiration for the brave and heroic struggic 
which the Chinese people are conducting agamst heavy odds for maintaining the 
mtegrity and the independence of their country and congratulate them for 
achieving mtemal umty m face of national danger 


The Committee offer their heartfelt sympathy to the Chiness people 1n_ their 
national calamity and, on behalf of the people of India, assure them of their 
solidarity with them 1n their struggle for maintaming ther freedom 
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The Committee further call upon the Indian people to refrain from the use of 
Japanese goods as a mark of their sympathy with the people of Chima 


Midnapore Congress Organisation 


The AICC strongly deprecate the continuance of the ban on about 110 Congress 
organisations im the distinct of Midnapore imposed by the Government of 
Bengal and are of opimion that the plea put forward by the Government to the 
effect that the congress Committee are limbs of a terronst organization 1s an 
altogether false one 


Detenus and Andaman Prisoners 


The Commitice are of opmion that the detenus who have been detained for so 
long without tral should be forthwith released 


In veiw of the statement madc by the Andaman prisoners in the telegram lo 


Mahatama Gand the Committee arc of opinion that they should be forthwith 
relcased 


Repression in Bengal and Punjab 


The Committee strongly deprecate 


(a) Ordcrs against large number of inhabitants of the district of 
Midn ipore, Chittagong and some other areas, resincung their 
movements and activihes and consiitutmg a humiliating 
mterference with the personal and civil liberties of the citizens 


(b) Order requiring more than 20000 Hindu youths in the 
Chittagong district to carry identity cards 


(<) Order restncung entry mto Darjeeling cf the Hindu youths 
between 14 and 25 years 


(d) The detention of Sardar Teja Smgh Swatantra, MLA under 
regulahon Tf of 1818 after having been elected unopposed to 
the Punjab Assembly, and orders of restnction against other 

Ohitical workers m the Punjab thus dcbamng them from their 
Cgitimate political activitres 


Indian Fxiles Abroad 


The All India Congress Committec urge the Government of India to remove all 
restraints and restrictions on entry into India of all politcal exiles including 


Syt Virendranath Chattopadhyaya Dr Abani Mukherjce Syt Mahendra 
Pratap, Syt Pandurang Sadashiv Khankhoje, Sardar Ant Singh, Maulv: 
QObeidullah Maulyi Abdullah Khan Dr Taraknath Das, Qazi Abdul Wah 


Khan, Syt Basanta Kumar Roy, Syt Prithvi Singh, Lal Har Dayal and Syt Rash 
Behan Bose 


The Commuttee are further of opimon that a general assurance should be given 
to all Indians abroad, who are not sure of their freedom on returnmg home thaton 


their return to India no repressive action will be taken against them for any past 
activilies 


Indians in Zanzibar 
The Committee express their full sympathy with the Indrans m Zanzibar m 


their brave struggle agamst the new decrees which are to result m ruinmg 
Indian interests in Zanzibar and the intemal and export trade of the Indian 
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community settled for so long in the country which has helped greatly in 
promoting the prospenty of Zanzibar The Commitice are of opimon that in order 
to give adequate help in this struggle and protest Indian interests in Zanzibar 1118 
essential that an embargo shoul iaid on the umport of cloves into India The 
Committee further call upon the people to refrain from the use of cloves unt:] 
the new decrees are rescinded by the Zanzibar Government 


The Committee regret the position taken up by the Government of India on 
the resoluuon moved by the Congress Party in the Central Legislature regarding 
the treatment of Indians in Zanzibar Government and are of opimon that the 
efforts made by the Government and the results attained by them are enurcly 
madecquate to protect the interests of the Indians in Zanzibar 


The Committee felt confident that by the boycott of cloves by the Indian 
poorls; the Zanzibar Govemment will be compelled in the end to do justice to 
dians by rescinding the objectionable decrees 


Palestine 


The Committee record their emphatic protest against the reign of terror that 

has been established in Palestine by Bush Impenalism with a view to 

coerce the Arabs mto accepting the proposed paruuion of Palestine and assure 

ee of the solidarity of the Indran people with them m their struggie for national 
cedom 


Meerut and Muzaffarnagar Districts 


Itis resolved that the districts of Mecrut and Muzaffarnagar be separated from 
the Delhi Congress Province and incorporated in the United Provinces Congress 
Province and consequently changes be made im the Consutuuen 


Slump in Cotton Prices 


The attention of the Committee has been drawn to the serous phght in 
which cultivators of cotton in this country have been placed by the heavy 
dechne m prices of Indian cotton by reason of overproduction throughout the 
world The Committee have further been appnsed that American cotton has 
fallen in panty wrth Indian cotton and this situation has resulted in the 
encouragement of the import of foreign cotton m this country The Commuiitee 
therefore resolve 


(a) That the Indian Mills and Indian dealers in cotton be requested to 
refrain from purchasing Foreign cotton similar in quality and staple to 
Indian cotton 


(b) That a committee consisting of Shn Jamnalal Bajaj, Shn Bhulabhai 
Desai and Shankcrla! Bankcr (convener) be appointed to inquire into 
this matter and recommended such measures as they may consider 
advisable in the mterests ofcotton-growers in this country 


Resolutions by the AICC Members 


Implementing of Congress Programme by Congress Ministries 


The followmg resolution was referred by the AICC to the Working Committee 
for its consideration and for such action as tt may deem necessary in this behalf 


The All India Congress Committee, while welcoming the steps taken 
by Congress Cabinets 1n the direction of the rclease of political prisoners 
and detenus, note that there are still several political prisoners in 
provinces where Congress Cabinets exit and that in many cases steps 
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have not yet been taken to repeal repressive laws, even those which 
authorise detention without mal 


‘The Committee note also with apprehension the fact that certain 
Congress Cabinets have chosen to take action under such repressive 
rovisions of the law as Secuon 124-A of the Indian Penal Code and 
Becton 144 of the Crimmal Procedure Code 


‘The AICC call for the complete implementing of the Congress 
Elecnon Manifesto in this comnection by the immediate and unconditional 
release of all political prisoners by Congress Cabmets and for the taking 
of immediate steps for the repeal of all repressive laws ’ 


The following resoluuons were passed 


Ban on Books 


The AICC call upon the Provincral Governments run by Congress men to lft 
the ban on political books 


Titles and Decorations 


The AICC arc of opmmeon that m provmces where Congress mimstnes 
exist the Assembhes should adopt resoluiions expressing their desires 
that no further titles or decorations should be conferred on mhabitants of 
those provinces and that the Cabinets should mumate to the King that thcy will 
not make any recommendations for such tutles or decorations and do not desire 
any to be conferred im their provinces 


Redistribution of Provinces on Linguistic Basis 


The AICC reaffirm the Congress policy regarding the redrsinbution of 
provinces on a linguistic basis and recommend to the Madras and Bombay 


Governrments to consider the formation of a separate Andhra and Karnataka 
province respectively 


The AICC also ask the Congress Cabinet m Bihar to take carly sleps to restore 
the Bcngali speaking areas at present comprised in Bihar to the province of Bengal 


Mysore 


This meeung of the AICC cxpresses sts emphatic protest agamst the muthiess 
policy of repression as mdicated by the inauguration of various restrictive and 
prohibitory orders and politcal prosecuuons launched in the Mysore State and 
also against the suppression of civil mghts and liberues by denying the 
clembcrary nghts of speech assemblage and association 


This meeting sends its fraternal greetings to the people of Mysore and 
wishes them all success in their legitimate non violent struggle and appeals to 
the people of Indian States and Bntsh India to give all support and 


encouragementto the people of Myso L ht 
eo eee P ysore in ther struggle against the State for mgh 
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Harpura (Gujarat), Committee Meeting, 16 February 
19338! 


A meeting of the AICC was held in the Subjects Committee panda/ at Hanpura 
on February 16,1938 at 2pm Shri Jawaharlal Nehru Presided 


Minutes 


The minutes of the last mceting of the AICC held at Calcutta were confirmed 
The audited accounts submitted by the General Secretary were passed 


General Secretary's Report 


The Gencral Secretary’s Report was placed before the Committee After a 
short discussion the Report was adopted 


Deposit from Candidates to the AICC 


Resolved that a deposit of Rs 10 be taken from those members of the 
Provincial Congress Committees as stood cand:dates for AICC membership The 
deposit was to be paid back to the unsuccessf[ul candidates 


10 


Haripura, Committee Meeting, 22 February 1938! 


A mceting of the AICC was held at Haripura on February 22 1938 at 10am, 
Shn Subhas Chandra Bose presided 


Auditors 


Resolved that Messrs Dalal and Shah and Mcssrs Chotalal H Shah and Co of 
Bombay bc appointed as honorary auditors of the Congress 


Working Committee 


The President announced the namcs of the new Working Commiuttce 


Subhas Chandra Bose (President) 
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Shnmati Saropm Naidu 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 

Babu Rajendra Prasad 

Sardar Vallabhbha: Patcl 

Shn Jamnalal Baja; (Treasurer) 
Shn Jaramdas Daulatrarm 
Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan 
Shn Bhulabha: Desai 


DOM~TWAMWAWNY 


had 


‘ibid, p 441 
“bid, pp 441-42 
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11. Dr Pattabhi Sitaramayya 
12 Shn Sarat Chandra Bose 
13. Shn Hareknshna Mehtab 
14 Shn JB Kripalani (General Secretary) 


The name of the remaining fifteenth member was to be announced later 


11 


Dethi, Committee Meeting, 24-26 September 19381 


A mecimg of the All India Congress Committee was held at Delhi on September 
24 25 and 26 in a special pandal erected for the purpose About 235 members 
representing all the provinccs were present Maulana Abul Kalam Azad presided 
al the first two situngs on September 24 and 25 on account of the unavoidable 
absence of the Congress President owing to sudden illness Shr: Subhas Chandra 
Bose howevcr presided at the third sitting on September 26 


The minutes of the last AICC meetung held at Hanpura on February 16 
and 22 were confirmed The following resolutions recommended by the 
Working Committee were passed with slight modifications 


The CP Ministerial Crisis 


The AICC approves of the prompt and decisive acuion taken by the Working 
Commiuttce in the handling of the Central Provinces Ministenal cnsis and fully 
endorse the views expressed by the Working Commitice regarding the conduct of 
Dr Kharc and that of H E the Governor of the C P in this unfortunate episode 


The AICC 1s further clearly of opmion that the conductof Dr NB Khare since 
his resignation from the C P Ministry deserves the severest condemnation 


and recommends to the Working Commnttec to take disciplinary measure against 
Khare 


“bid pp 442 47 


?Narayan Bhaskhar Khare (1882 1969) succecded to the office of Premier of Central 
Provinces and Berar in uy 1937 lc was a Maratha and the majority of members of his 
cabinet were also Maratha ‘The origins of Khare’s Premiership lay in the struggle for power 
between D P Mishra and Rai Shanker Shukla both representing Hindi mterests un C P 
Viowever Mishra and Shukla ie palened up and Khare was forced to resign in July 1938 
With the suppon of his Marathi col feagues Khare succeeded in forming a mimsiry again 
soon This brought him in collision with the Congress Working Committee and within a 
week he was compelled to again resign On 29 July 1938, Shukla replaced Khare as Premier 
of the province and the Shukla Ministry lasied untrl) November 1939 when the Congress 
munistrics resigned all over India 


After forcing Khare to quit the Working Committee asked fim not to contest the 
leadcrship of the C P Parltamentary Party and present himself for defence before the 
ommittce This Khare refused to do assuming that his going to Delhi for placing his case 
nos the bosses of the AICC’ would be like the tnal and defetiee of Socrates, (Khare s 
Cons Statement dated 23rd September 1937 Star of India, 24th September 1937) The 
ongress Working Committee Tespondcd by banning him from any office of trust and 
responsiblity in the Congress Wherefore Khare formed his own Congress Democratic 
arty Tor more dctails of the episode sec appendix XXII 24 


Khare did nui accept Gandhian ideology and condemned the Congress War Policy and 


accepted office in the Viceroy s Pxecuuve Council 1943 46 He ‘ 
was Pnme Minister o 
Alwar 1947 48 and represented the State in the Indian Constitutent Assembly In 1949 he 
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Federation 


As doubt has been expressed in certain quarters as to the attitude of the 
Congress on the quesuon of Federation, the AICC considers it necessary to 
reiterate the following resolution passed at the Haripura Session of the Congress 


‘The Congress has rejected the new constitution and declared that a 
constitution for India which can be accepted by the people must be based on 
independence and can only be framed by the people themselves by means of 
Constituent Assembly, without ntertaranica y any foreign authority 
Adhering to this policy of rejection the Congress has, however, permitted 
the formation in provinces of Congress Ministries with a view to 
strengthen the nation im its struggle for wndependence In regard to the 
Propored Federation, no such considerations apply even provisionally 
or fora period and the imposition of this Federation wil] do grave injury to 
India and ughten the bonds which hold her in subjection to imperialist 
domination This scheme of Federation excludes from the sahara of 
responsibility vital funcuons of government 


‘The Congress 1s not opposed to the idea of Federation, but a real 
Federation must, even apart from the question of responsibility, consist of 
free units enjoymg morc or less the same measure of freedom and crvil 
liberty and represcntation by the democratic process of election The Indian 
States pecopeins m the Federation should approximate to the provinces 
in the establishment of representative institutions and responsible 
Government civil libertics and method of clection to the Federal House 
Otherwise the Federation as 1115 now contemplated, will, mstead of building 
up Indian unity encourage separatist tendencies and involve the state m 
mternal and external conflicts 


The Congress therefore reiterates us condemnation of the proposed 
Fcderal Scheme and calls upon the provincial and Local Congress 
Committees and the people generally as well as the provincial Governments 
and Ministnes, to prevent its inauguranion In the event of an attempt being 
made to impose 1t despite the declared will of the people,gsuch an 
allempt must be combatcd in every way, and the provincial Govemmments 
and Ministries must rcfuse to co operate with it In case such a contingency 
arises, the All India Congress Cominites 1s authonsed and directed to 
determine the line of action to be pursued in this regard * 


joined Hindu Mahasabha and became its president He was a membcr of the Indian 
Pathatnens 1952 S7 


Khare did not trust’ Muslims and considered them as potential traitors He wanted 
India to be named ‘!Iindu Rashtra’ with Sansknit as its official language (S P Sen (ed ) 
op cit p 339) Interestingly, dumng 1941 42 Khare planned to form a coalhtion 
Government in C P in association with the Muslum Leaguc to replace the Govemor'’s rule 
in the province under section 93 of the Government of India Act, 1935 For this purpose, 
he approached Jinnah with the offer of a coalition in which duce share of office was to be 
given to the League the panics were to pursue their own all India programme and were, 
in the meanume, to function within the scheme of the Government of Indsa Act 1935 
Jinnah’s res se however, was not encouraging He was not convinced about Khare s 
ability to burld a majonty m the C P legislawre, See letters, NB Khare to Jmnah 12 and 
30 August, 11 and 20 September, 7 October and 1 December 1941 and 18 January and 7 
lebruary 1942 and Jinnah to N B Khare 27 and 30 August, 13 and 25 September and 4 
December 1941 and 20 January 1942 Shamsul Hasan Collection Correspondence of 
fics 1 Azam Mr M A Jinnah and other Papers CP and Berar, Vol U, Shamsul Hasan 

Qundation Karacht 

Also see essay entitled The Changing leadership of the ee in the Central 
Provinces and Berar 1919 39, by DF akerinD A Low (ed ), Congress and the Ra 
Facets of the Indian Struggie, 1917 47, Amoltd Heinemann, New Delhi, 1977, pp 255 57 
and N B Khare, My Political Memoirs or Autobtography, Nakshatra Press Nagpur 1959 
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The AICC 1s of opmion that developments have justified the wisdom of the 
Congress resolution and warms the British Government against entertaining the 
hope that the Congress will ever submit to the umposition of Federal on their 
country agaist its declared will to the contrary 


The AICC further declares that the continuance of their irresponsible 
Goverment at the Center 1s becoming imtolerable and its further 
prolongation may precipitate a cmsis which all desire to postpone if at all 
possible 


Indian States 


The AICC notes with sorrow and dismay the repression that has been 

omg on m Travancore for some days The evidence that has come to the 
Sonass Office, 1f 101s to be believed, goes to shows that the movement led by 
the State Congress in Travancore 1S surictly consutuuonal and for a 
constutuuional OSG VIZ, attamment of responsible Government under the 
acgis of HH ihe Maharaja The repudiation published on behalf of the State is 
categoncally contradicted by the spokesmen of the State Congress In the 
cucumstances the AICC recommends to the Travancore Government for 
adopuon of the followmg policy, viz , assurance on the onc hand that the Statc 
Congress 15 free to carry on the movement for responsible Government in a 
constituuonal manner appointment of a Committee containimg among other 
representatives of the State Congress to explore the possibihty of grantmg 
responsible Government and an inquiry conducted by a jurist outside the Static 
of unimpeachable imparuality mito the recent happenimgs including the 
charges made by the State of provocations jusifying State measures including 


finng on unarmed people resulting in deaths and injuries and an amnesty to the 
prisoners 


The AICC regrets that the Hyderabad State has issued ordinances which 
appear to give to the State power altogether in cxcess of requirements 


The AICC has also received complamts of severse repression in State 
like Dhankanal, Talcher, Kashmir and Sahawal 


In al) these cases the people of the States have appealed to the Congress for 
advice guidance and help 


The AICC can but reiterate tts policy of non interference and consistently 
with its resources to help the people im every way open to the Congress The 
policy of non interference 1s an admission of the limitations of our policy 
Congress has been onc of fnendlincss to the States In spite of the declarations 
of some Congress men to the contrary,the corporate policy of the Congress, 
so long as 1t holds by truth and non-violence, must be one of contmuous attempt 
to convert the Princes 10 the view that their true welfare consists m a 
voluntary surrender of power to the people so as to bnng them m hne with 
the people of so-called British India consistently with the existence of the 
consututional heads of the respective States 


Palestine 


Smce the Haripura Congress condemned the decision of Great Bntam as a 
Mandatory Power to bnng about the partition of Palestine im the teeth of the 
Opposiuon of the Arabs and the appomtment of a Commission to carry out 
this project, the AICC regrets to find that the same policy is still being pushed 


with vigour and relentlessness The AICC protests against the reign of terror 
that has now almost assumed the form of a war between the British and the 
Arabs of Palestine 


an the present world conditions the AICC trusis that Bntams would be well 
advised in revoking its present pohcy and leave the Jews and Arabs to 
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ell one icity the issues between them and appeals to the jews not to take 
sheher behmd Bntissh Impenahsm 


Burma Ruots 


The AICC expresses its decp sympathy with the Indian sufferers dunng the 
recent deplorable not that broke out in Burne resulting in heavy loss of life 
and serious mjunes and destrucnon and and bumimg of property The AICC 
trusts that there will be a thorough and impartial inquiry into the causes of the 
nots and the amount of damage done to life and property In the opinion the 
AICC the demolished places of worship should be restored and adequate com 
pensation awarded to the sufferers unless they are found guilty of having 
parucipated m the nots The AICC 1s also of opimon that safety of life and 
properly should be assured to the large Indian colony many of whom have 
setticd in Burma for generations without ict or hindrance 


The AICC reminds the great people of Burma that there 1s a long tradition of 
fnendship between the two countnes and that the relations between the Burmans 
and Indian settlers havc hithcrto been cordial and happy The AICC appeals to the 
Governments and the people of Burma to see to it that nothing 1s donc to disturb 
the happy relations subsisting between the two countries 


The AICC advises the Indian scttlers to rely more upon their ability, by 
surctly just dealings to cultivate fricndship with the Burmans than upon any 
aid that might be rendered by the mother country or the Government of India 


War Danger 


In the event of war breaking out in Europe the AICC delegates it power to 
the Working Committee to deal with the situauon as it arses from time to time m 
the hight of the Hanpura resolution on foreign policy and war danger 


Repression in Bugt 


The AICC condemns the oppressive and tyrannical admimstration under 
which the people of the Bugti termtory m Baluchistan have since long been 
sufcring at the hands of the wibal head Mchrab Khan 


The Committee are of the view that the British authorities who have assumed 
responsibility for the welfare of the people of the area have failed to discharge 
that responsibility 


The Committce calls upon the authorities to take ummediate measures to stop 
the lh autocratic and wresponsible system of administration under which 
the Bugti tribesmen had to live and suffer all these years 


Civil Liberty 


Inasmuch as people including Congress men have been found in the name of 
civil liberty to advocate murder, arson, looting and class war by violent means 
and several newspapers are carrying on a campaign of falsehood and violence 
calculated to incite the readers to violence and to lead to communal conflicts, the 
Congress warns the public that civil liberty does not cover acts of or incitement 
to violence or promulgation of palpable falsehoods In spite therefore of the 
Congress policy on civil liberty remaining unchanged the Congress will 
consistently wath its tradition support measures that may be undertaken by the 
Congress Governments for the defence of life and property 


706 APPENDIX XXI 


12 


Tripuri(Central Provinces), Committee Meeting, 7-8 
March 19391 


A mecung of the AICC was held 1n the Subjects Committee pandal at Tnpun 
on March F 1939 at 4 30pm, Maulana Abul Kalam Avsad presided in the 
absence of Shri Subhas Chandra Bose owing to iiness 


Minutes 


The minutes of the last meeting of AICC held at Delhi m September last were 
confirmed 


Accounts and Report 


The General Scerctary s annual report and the audited accounts were placed 
before the AICC and werc adopted by them 


13 


Calcutta, Committee Meeting, 29-30 April and 1 May 
19397 


A mccung of the All India Congress Committce was held at Calcutta on Apnl 
29 30 and May linaspecial pandal crected for the purpose 


Babu Rajendra Prasad as President 


Shn Subhas Chandra Bose presidcd at the first sittmg for a short whilc 
He explained to the Committee how his conversations with Mahatma Gandhi and 
some members of the old Working Commnttee had faked to bring about a 
settlement of the question at issue namely the formation of the Workin 
Commitee In order that it may be easier for the AICC to setile the matter, if it 
can have a new President, he tendered his resignation The AICC clected Babu 
Rajendra Prasad as President for the remainimg period of the year 


Personnel of the Working Committee 


Babu Rajendra Prasad announced the following personnel of the new Working 
Commniuee 


Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Shnmati Sarojin: Naidu Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel, Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, Seth Jamnalal Bajaj (Treasurer), 
Dr Pattabhi Sitaramayya, Messrs Jawamdas Doulatram, JB Kripalani 
(General Secretary) Bhulabhai J Desax, Shankerrao Deo Harckrishna 
Mehtab, Dr BC Roy, Dr Profulla Chandra Ghosh 


'AM Zaidi and SG Zaid d 
VOLMIE op ae pied idi (ed) The Encyclopaedia of the Indian National Congress 


Ibid pp 164-67 
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Condolence 


This Committee places on record its deep sense of loss at the death of 
Syts Birendra Chandra Mazumdar MLA _— and Manoranjyan Banner! two 
veteran Congress workers and others as aresultof the railway disaster at Majdia 


War Danger and Amendment of the India Act 


In view of the immunent danger of mnternational war, the AICC reminds the 
country and all others concerned of the national pelicy in regard to war which 
the Congress has often proclaumed This policy will be stnctly adhered to and 
the Congress 1s delermined to 0 se all attempts to impose a war on India and 
use Indian resources in a war without the consent of the Indian people 


The Committee has noted with disapproval the despatch of a small body 
of Indian troops towards Aden as this canonly mean thei employment for Bntish 
imperidlist purposes 


The Committee in parucular records its complete disapproval of the 
attempt bemg made by the Bntssh Government to amend the Government of 
India Act with a view to concentrating all power, in the event of a war 
emergency, i the hands of the Central Government which functions completely 
as an agent of British Impenalism While the Congress 1s not interested as a rule 
in amendments to the Indra Act and has worked for the whole Act to be ended, 
it cannot tolerate an amendment which stnkes at the basis of Provincial 
Autonomy and reduces it to a farce in_ case of war, which in effect creates a war 
dictatorshtp of the Central Government m India, and which makes Provincial 
Governments helpless agents of Imperialism Any attempt to impose such 
an amendment on India must and will be resisted in every way open to the 
Congress Provincial Governments arc wamed to be ready to carry out the policy 
in this respect as may be determined by the AICC or the Working Commiuttce as 
the casc may be 


Reform im the Congress Machinery 


In pursuance of the resolution passed al the Tnpun Session of the Congress 
regarding reform im the Congrcss machinery the AICC appoints a Committee 
consisung of the President, Mears Jawaharlal Nehru B Pattabhi Sitaramayya, 
Narendra Deo and JB Kripalam: t9 recommend measures for the punfication 
of the Congress in terms of the Congress resolution 


Bengal Political Prisoners 


This meeting of the AICC while appreciating the strenuous efforts made by 
Mahatma Gandhi to secure the release of political prisoncrs m Bengal notes 
with regret the failure of the negotiations between Ganhdij: and the Huq Munistry 
on the matter 


The ume during which Gandhi: cxpected to secure the release of all pohucal 
pmsoners 1s over Ta view of the stiff and callous attitude of the Bengal Ministry 
and the policy adopted by it the release of the long term pnsoncrs has become 
almost a hopeless question 


In the opmion of the AICC there 1s no longer any justification to detam the 
prisoners in jail who have been convicted dunng an emergency period mostly 
under special powers and especially so, when the prisoners have openly expressed 
their aversion to terronsm 


This meeting of the AICC, therefore, resolves to make the release of these 
pores a vital all India issue and instnicts the Working Committee to fix Ail 

dia Political Prisoners Day and to direct the Congress Committees to begin a 
vigorous agitation for the mmmediate unconditional release of ali political 
pnisoners 
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Similarly an agitatton should be carried on regarding release of pohtical 
prisoners in the Punjab also 


Kenya Highlands 


The AIl India Congress Committee notes with grave concem the 

mulgatiion of an Order-m Council regarding reservation of highlands in 
Kenya or Europeans which 1s a violation of all announcements and assurances 
by the Secretary of State for Calomes and the Government of India, and 
perpetuates the policy of racial disenmimation and 1s an insult to India 


The All India Congress Committee also places on record its opimon that the 
Government of India have failed to do their duty by the Indians in Kenya The 
All India Congress Committee 1s further of opimion that situation in Kenya 
cannot be met by any efforts on the part of the Government of India and requests 
the Working Committee to take necessary steps in this behalf 


14 
Bombay, Committee Meeting, 24-27 June 1939! 


Summary of Proceedings 


A mecung of the All India Congress Commuttee was held at Bombay on 


June 24, 25 26 and 27 1n aspecial pandal erecicd for the purpose Babu Rajendra 
Prasad presided 


Minutes 


The minutes of the last meeung of the AICC held at Calcutta were confirmed 
Resolutions 


The following resoluuons recommcnded by the Working Committee were 
passed with shght verbal changes 


Condolence 


This Committee has leamt with regret of the sudden death, in the prime of his 
hife, of Dr Altrmchand Udhoram, a member of this Committee from Sind and an 
old and tied Congress worker since the non co-operation days The Committee 
conveys its sincere condolences to the family of the deceased m their bereavement 


Indians in Ceylon 


The All India Congress Commutice views with grave concern the measures 
proposed by the Ceylon Government with reference to their Indian employees 
and hopes that it may be possible to find a way to avoid the most undesirable 
and grave conflict that as a result of these measures, 1s threatened between such 
near and ancient neighbours as India and Ceylon 


The Committee cannot contemplate without much concern a quarrel between 
the two countries which are separated by only a strip of water but which have 
a common culture and which have been inumately connected from ume 
immemonal The Committee desires to explore every means of avoiding 
conflict and, therefore, appoints Pandit Jawharlal Nehru to go to Ceylon and 
confer with the authorities and representative associations and individuals on 


behalf of the Working Committee and do all that may be possible to effect a just 
and honourable settlement 


Vou , pp 167 71 
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Indians in South Africa 


The AICC regrets the attitude of the Union Government towards Indian 
settlers It betrays utter disregard of the obligauons undertaken by the 

edecessors of the present Government The policy just :mtiated by them ts 
m direct breach of the Smuts Gandhi Agreement of 1914, the Capetown 
Agreement of 1927, the Feetham Commission of 1932 and the subsequent 
undertakings on behalf of the Union Government The AICC notes with de 
and satisfaction the firm stand taken up by the Indians of South Afnca ey 
will have the sympathy of the whole Indian nation behind them in their fight 
for self-respect and honourable existence The AICC tnusts that there will be no 
dissensions among them and that they will present a united front The AICC 
appeals to the Union Government to retrace thew steps and carry out the 
promuses of their predecessors to adopt a policy of progressive amlioration m 
the status of the Indian nationals in South Afnca 80 per cent of whom are born 
and bred in that sub-continent and to whom South Africa 1s their only home 


Constitutional Amendments 


Shn JB Kripalani moved the ‘Constitutional Amendements’ as proposed by 
the Constitution Sub Committee together with the amendments suggested by 
the Working Committee Numerous amendments were moved to the 

roposed amendments A few were accepted and the rest rejected Shri 
Bhulabhas Desai moved the new Article Xi A series of amendments were 
movcd to this They were all rejected by the House and the Article XT as proposed 
by the mover was adopted in 11s enurely The new Constitution as amended 
at Bombay 1s__ prinied separately 


Satyagraha in Provinces 


This mecting of the AICC resolves that no Congress man may offer or 
organize any form of Satyagraha [a policy of passive resistance to Bntish Rule 
advocated by Gandhi} in the Admuinstratuve Provinces of India without the 
previous sanction of the Provincial Congress Committee concerned 


Congress Ministries and the PCC 


The Working Committee has repeatedly laid stress on the desirability 
of co-operation between the Mimistry, the Congress party and the PCC: Without 
such co operation misunderstandings are hkely to arise with the result that the 
influence of the Congress will suffer In administrative matters the PCC should not 
interfere with the discretion of the Ministry but it is always open to the 
executive of the PCC to draw the atienuon of the Government pnvately to 
any particular abuse or difficulty In matters of policy if there 1s a difference 
between the Ministry and the pce reference should be made to the Parliamentary 
Sub-Committee Pubhc discussion m such matters should be avoided 


Digbo: Strike 


This Committee views with grave concem the prolonged stnke at Digbo: 
and expresses its sympathy with the strikers in their distress The Commuttce 
Tegrets that the Assam Oil Company has not seen its way to accept the 
modest suggestion of referring the question of the method and ume of 
re-employment of the strikes to a Conciliation Board to be appointed by the 
Government of Assam 


In the opmuion of this Committee no corporation however big and influential 
it may be, can be above public cnticism or Government supervision and legitumate 
control Moreover, as was declared at the Karachi session, the Congress 
policy is that there should be state ownership or control of key industnes The 
oil industry 1s undoubtedly a vital key mdustry This Committee therefore 
hopes that better counsel will prevail with the Company and that its directors 
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will accept the modest suggestion made on behalf cf the Committee by the 
President of the Congress If, however, the directors do not sec their way to 
do so, the Committee advises the Assam Government forthwith to undertake 
legistlauion for making the acceptance of the decisions of Conciliation Boards 
obligatory and further to give notice to the Company that the Commititce may 
reluctantly be obliged to take such steps as may necessary to stop renewal 
of the lease to the Company on its termmation’ At the same time that this 
Committee urges the Company to fall sn with the quel suggesion made by 
the Committce ut hopes that the Labour Union will ready to hsten to the 
Committee s advice and if they were to retain Congress and public sympathy they 
will be ready and willing to abide by the advice that may be tendered to them by 
the Committee 


Non-Official Resolution 
Separation of Andhra 


‘The All India Congress Commitice 1s strongly ofopmion that ummediate steps 
should bc taken for the formation of a separate Andhra province 


The resolunon was passed by a majority vote 


15 


Wardha, Committee Meeting, 9-10 October 1939! 


Amecung of the All India Congress Committee was held at Wardha on October 
9 and 10 1939 in Navbharat Vidyalaya Babu Rajendra Prasad presided 


Minutes 


The minutes of the last meeting of the AICC held at Bombay were confirmed 
Resolutions 


The foliowing resolutions recommended by the Working Committce with some 
shght verbal changes were passed 


War Crisis 


The declaration of war in Europe has created an international situation of the 
gravest import to the world and to India, and the All India Congress Commitice 
charged with the heavy responsibility of guiding the people of India in dhs 
moment of world crisis, has souhgt guidance from the principles and 
declarations of the Congress in considenng this grave situation The Congress 
has been guided throughout by its objective of achieving the independence 
of the Indian people and the estabhshment of a free democrat state in India 
wherein the mghts and intcrests of all munorities are preserved and 
safeguarded The means it has adopted im its struggics and activities have 
becn peaceful and legiumate and uw has looked upon war and violence with 
horror and as opposed to pices and civihsation In parucular the Congress 


dectared itself opposed to all mmpenalist wars and to the domination of one 
country over another 


In spute of the repeated declaration of the Congress in regard to war, the Brush 
Government have declared India a belligerent country without the consent of 
the Indian people, and vanous far-reaching measures have been hurried 
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through the legislatures and promulgated im the form of ordinances vitally 
affecting them and circumscribing and limiting the powers of the Provincial 
Governments 


The All India Congress Committee however does not wrsh to take any fimal 
decision precipitately and without giving every opportunity for the war and 
peace aims of the British Government to fe clanfied, with parncular reference 
to India The Committee approves of and endorses the statement issued by the 
Working Commitice on September 14, 1939 on the war cnsis, and repeats the 
mvitation contained inerein to the Briuish Government to state their war aims 
and peace aims 


While the Committee condemns Fascism and Navi aggression it 1s convinced 
that peace and freedom can only be established and preserved by an extension 
of democracy to all colonial countries and by the apphcation of the principle of 
sclf-determination to them so as to clmunate imperialist contro! In parucular 
India must be declared an mndependent nation and present arene should be 
given to this status to the largest possible extent e AICC earmestly trusts that 
this declarauon will be made by the Britsh Government in any statement 
that 1. may make in regard to its war and peace aims 


The Commitice desire to declare afresh that Indian frcedom must be based on 
democracy and unity and the full recognition and protecuon of the rrghts of all 
minonues to which the Congress has always pledged itself 


The Committee approves the formation by Working Committee of the War 
Emergency Sub-Committee and authorises the Working Commuttee to take such 
steps as may be necessary to give effect to tis rcsoluuon and to their statement 
on the war crisis 


The Next Congress and Elections 


In view of the crisis that has arisen and the necessity of preparing the nation to 
meet such devclopments as might take place and avording the distraction of 
elecuons at a time of national emergency, the AICC resolves that the annual 
session of the Congress, which was fixed to take place dunng the last weck of 
December be postponed to the second fortmght in March The Congress 
delegate elections the elections for the new AICe and the Presidential elecuuon 
will stand postponed ull such time as may be fixed later 


As, however, 1t may considered necess in order to consider vital issues 
affecting the nation to have a session of the Congress at an earlicr date, a special 
session of the Congress may be convened by the Working Committee durmg 
the last weck of December or at any other sutiable time The Workmng Committee 
is authonsed to decide about the necessity of such a special session and to [1x 
the date and the venue for it In the event of such a special session being held 
provision shall be made for delegates out and the present delegates to the 
Congress shall be entitled to attend it The AICC for the current year will funcuon 
as the subjects committee for the special session 


712 APPENDIX XXI 


16 


Ramegarh, Committee Meeting, 17 March 19401 


A meeting of the All India Congress Committee was held m the Subjects 
Commuittce pandal on March 17, 18 and 19, 1940 at 3pm _ Babu Rajendra 
Prasad presided 


Minutes 


The minutes of the last meeting of the AICC held at Wardha in October 
last were confirmed 


Accounts and Reports 

Shri JB Knpalam, the Gencral Secretary, presented the audited Accounts 
and the Annual Report tothe AICC Thcse were unanimously adopted by the 
Committee 

Before converting self into the Subjects Commuiec of the Ramgarh Session 


of the Congress the Commnttee pores unammously the followmg resoluuon 
appreciating the services of Shri Rajendra Prasad 


Appreciation 

The All India Congress Committee places on record its grateful appreciation 
of the services of Babu Rajendra Prasad who shouldered the burden and 
discharged the responsibiliues of the office of President under very difficult and 
trying circumstances 

Babu Rajendra Prasad then requested the President-elect Maulana Abul 


Kalam Azad to take the chair fitter the Maulana Saheb took the chair he 
declared the mecting of the AICC to be the mceting of the Subjects Committee 


17 


Ramgarh, Committee Meeting, 20 March 1940’ 


A meeting of the AICC was held on March 20, 1940 at4 pm Maulana Abul 
Kalam A/ad presided 


It passed the following resolutions 


Appointment of Auditors 


Rcsolved that Messrs Dalal and Shah and Messrs Chhotalal H Shah and 
Co of Bombay be appomted as Hon Auditors of the Congress 
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New Working Committee 


The President announced the following personne] of the new Working 
Committee 


tt 
WN Ovwvernnnbwyoe 


Mrs Sarojim Naidu 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

Babu Rajendra Prasad 

Mr C Rayagopalachariar 

Seth Jamnalal Bajaj (Treasurer) 
Khan Abdul Ghalfar Khan 

Shn JB Kripalant (General Secretary) 
Shn Bhulabhai Desai 

Shn Shankar Rao Deo 

Dr Profulla Chandra Ghosh 

Dr Syed Mahmud 

Mr Asaf AL 


The fourteenth name was to be announced latcr 


714 APPENDIX XXII 


Indian National Congress Resolutions, Working 
Committee Meetings, 1935-40 


1 
Del, Working Committee Meeting, 16-18 January 1935’ 


A statement of accounts of the AICC office for December 1934 was placed 
before the mecting and passed 


Provincial Contributions 


The Committee considered the Ictters of the Bombay and Burma PCCs 
requesting the reduction of ther annual subscriptions The Committee regretted 
mabilty to mtroducc change im the financial arrangement 


Condolence 


This Commititce places on record its heartfelt sorrow at the sudden and 
premature deaths of Syt Abhyankar and Acharya Gidwant The Committce 
records its appreciation for the great services they rendered and the sacrifices 
they made in the cause of the country The Committee conveys its sincere 
sympathy and condolence to the familics of the deceased in their sad bereavement 


Purna Swaray Day 


The public should not necd the reminder that January 26 has been observed, 
since the Lahorc Congress, as the Purna Swaray (complicie Independence) Day 
As civil disobedience has been suspended by the Congress the proceedings for 
the day should not be m breach of the ordinances or other laws or orders 
promulgated by local authority Consistently with this precaution — silent 
processions should be takcn to previously announced mecting places and at the 
mectings the under noted resolution worded m Hindustani or the local 
languages should be read out by the Chairman and without any specches passed 
by the audience standing Where mectings are prohibited, cvery houschold 
should mect at the appoinicd time and pass the resolution and inform the nearest 
Congress Commitice of having done so 


Al evcry eee or m every house the passing of the resaluuon should be 
preceded by the unfurling of the national fag 


The resolution shall be as under 


We remind ourselves on this the solemn national day that Complete 
Independence 1s our birthright and we shall not rest ull we have achieved 1 


To thatend we shall strive to the uumost of our ability to observe Truth and 
non violence in thought, word and deed, and shall considcr no sacnfice or 
suffering too great to be undergone 


‘As a token of the expression of the two essenual qualities of Truth and 
non violence we shall seck to 


‘AM Zaidi and SG Zaidi 
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1 adopt and promote heart unity among different communities and 
to establish complete equality of status among all irrespecuve of 
caste or creed or race 


u to adopt and promote complecte abstinence from intoxicating drinks 
or drugs 


1. to promote handspmmning and other village mdustnics and to adopt 
for personal use khaddar and other products of village ndustnes to 
the exclusion of other products 


iv to abolish untouchability 
v to serve the starving millhhons m every way we can 
vi and to engage m all other national and constructive effort ’ 


Itis recommendcd that the national day be dc voted, in so far as itis possible, 
to some special constructive effort and a determination be made to dcvelop 
greater dedication to the cause of Purna Swara; 


There should be no kartal observed 


Jubilee Celebration 


Official announcement has been made that the Silver Jubiice of His Britannic 
Mayjesy s reign 15 to be cclebrated in India It is necessary for the Working 
Commiutice to guide the public as to the attrtude to be adopted on the occasion 


The Congress has and can havc noting but good wishes for the personal well 
being of His Mayjcsty, but the Congress cannot ignore the fact that the rule m India 
with which His Majesty 1s naturally identified has been a positive hindrance 
to the political moral and matenal growth of the nation It now threatens to 
culminate ma consntution which if enforced, promises to exploit the nalion to 
drain her of what she sull possesses of wealth and to harden her political 
subjection as has perhaps nevcr been attempted bcfore 


It is, thercfore impossible for the Working Committee to advise any 
participation in the forthcoming celebration 


At the same tmc the Working Committee has no desire by hostile 
demonstrations, to wound the suscepubiliucs of Englishmen and others who w1ll 
want to take part in the celebrations The Working Committee thercfore, advises 
the general public, including Congress men who may be members of elected 
bodics, to be sausfied with mere abstention from the events that may be arranged 
for celebration 


The Working Committee trusts that the authorities and responsible En oe 
will recognise and appreciate the honest and inevitable attitude of the Working 
Commuttce and rcfrain from unnecessarily wounding national self respect by 
compclimg, directly or indirectly, participation in the foncor ing celebrations 


Textile Mills 


As most of the Textile nill-owners have broken their pledges given to the 
Congress, the Working Committee 1s of opinion that 1t 1s no longer possible to 
continue the system of certification by the Congress or associated bodies The old 
certificates issued should therefore be considered as cancelied 


The Working Committee 1s further of opinion that it 1s the duty of all Congress 
men and those who sympathise with the congress to confine their attention and 
Eve their support exclusively to the promouon of hand-spun and hand-woven 
cloth 
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DiscipImary Rules 


Under Arnucte XTI(d)(Qn) of the amended consntuvon the Working Commnttec 
frames the following disciplinary ruies 


1 The Working Committee shall have the power to take disciplinary action 
against 


1 Any Commutee of the Congress which dehberately acts or carries on 
propaganda agamst the official programme and decisions of the 
Congress or deliberately disregards or disobcys any orders passed 
by any higher authority or by an umpire, arbitrator or 
commissioner duly appointed and which itis his pariicular duty to 
obey 


un Any member of a Congress Executive or elected Congress 
Committee who deliberately acts or carnes on propaganda against 
the official programme and decisions of the Congress or 
dchiberately disregards or disobeys any orders passed by any higher 
authority or by an umpire arbitrator or commussioner duly appomted 
and which it 18 his particular duty to obcy 


an’ Any member of the Congress who 1s proved to the satisfaction of the 
Working Committee to have been responsible for the 
embezzlemcnt of Congrcss funds or to have broken a picdge given 
to the Congress or any subordinate commuttce or have been guilty 
of any fraudulent action m conncction with enrolment or elechon to 
a Congress Committee or 1s guilty of acts involving serious moral 
turpitude and such as render continuance as member undesirable 
in the interests of the Congress 


2 1 InthecaseofaCommuucc of the Congress the disciplinary acuuon may 
be the supersession of such a Committee and such further action 
against offending individual members as may be necessary may 
also be ordered 


u In the case of a member of any Congress Executive or elected 
Congress Committee the disciplinary action may be his dismissal, and 
the fixation of a penod during which he cannot be validly elected to 
any office or membership in any Committee of Congres 


11 In the case of a member of a primary Congress organisauon the 
disciphnary action may be a disqualification for a stated penod from 
standing for any clection including clection to the Icgislatures or 
exercising any othcr nght of amember or expulsion from the Indian 
National Congrcss 


3 No disciplimary action shall be taken without an opportunity being given 
to the Committee or mdividual concerned to state its or his case and answer such 
charges as are made before the Working Committee 


4 When the Working Committec 1s not sitting the President may take 
cognizance of all urgent cases requiring disciplinary action and shall act on behalf 
of the Working Committee In all such cases the decision of the President must be 


placed before the next mecting of the Working Commitee who may confirm or 
revise the same 


fae The Exccutve Committees of the Provincial Congress Committees 
shall also have the power to take disciplinary action against their subordinate 
ommutices and members of any Congress Exccuuve Committees and members 
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of primary Committees within them province In all such cases the same procedure 
as is followed by the Working Committee shall be adhered to It shall be open to 
the Committee or member against whom disciplinary action 1s taken to appeal 
against 1t to the Working Commiuttce, provided pending the appeal the order 
appealed agamst 15 submitted to 


6 Any person against whom an expulsion order 1s passed may apply for 
revision to the AICC Such apphcation should be sent by registered post to the 
Working Generat Sccretary’s address not later than forty days after the date of the 
final order appealed against, provided that at any ume a revision may be applied 
for and allowed by reason of altered circumStances 


Residential Quahfications 


Interpreting the imphcation of residential qualification in Art II of the 
constitunon, the Committce was of opmion that there was no inter district 
resticuion with regard to eJecuons in the consutuuion Jt would, however, be open 
to provinces to make their own rule in respect of a candidate from outside the 
province proposing to stand for an election 1n the province 


AICC Members for U P 


On arcference being madc by the U P Provincial Congress Committee for 
mereasing ws quota of AICC members the Commnice after discussing the 
quesnon decided that 11 had no authonty to change the allocauon of members as 
they were fixed by the consitution 


Burma 


The Committee discussed the problem of Burma under the scheme of reforms 
mithe J PC Report and decided that the Burma Provincial Congress Committee 
would for the time being function as before 


With regard to the position of Indians in Burma under the new scheme the 
Commitice was of opinion that as the whole scheme was unacceptable and 
therefore no amendments could be suggested by the Congress, there was no 
bar to Burma Indians criticising parts of the scheme which vitally affected 
their postion and status 


2 


Jubbulpore, Working Committee Meeting, 23-25 April 
1935 


1 The statement of AICC office accounts from January to March 1935 
was placed before the mecting and passed The Committee sanctioned the excess 
expenditure of Rs 124 7 6 under the head ‘Miscellancous 


Budget 


The followmg estumate of expenditure of the AICC office tll the end of 
December, 1935 was adopted by the Committee 


1 Establishment Rs 7,000 
2 Postage and Telegrams : 900 
3 Stationery and Pointing "2,900 
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4 Travelling expenses "7 800 
S_ Rents and Taxes 640 
6 Furniture 1,000 
7 Library "1,000 
8 Mhiscellancous 900 
9 Repaus of Swaray Bhawan 300 
10 Electnc Installauon . 250 


Total 16,690 
Remission Granted to Frontier PCC 


In view of the continuance of Government ban on Congress organisations in the 
Nort West Fronticr the Committee granted the province the remission of 
provincial subscription for this year 


Provincial Subscription 


The working Committee notes that many provinccs have not paid the first 
instalment of thc provincial quota while some have not paid anys at all The 
Committee resolves under Art XVITT (ma) that all Provinci Congress 
Commuitices should pay up thar full annual quota by the 31stof July, and in case 
of default members from the defaultmg provinces will not be permitted to 
participate m any mecting of the AICC thereafter 


Provincial Constitutions 


The Provincial constitutions reel by the Provincial Congress Commiuttecs 


of Assam, Karnatak, Kerala, Simdh Tamil Nadu CP Marathi and Burma as 
sanctioned 


Theconstitutions of Aymer, Bombay Andhra, Brhar, Utkal, Punjab U P , Berar 
Gujarat and Maharashtra are sancuioned subject to abeyance in respect of clauses 
mvolving doubts and conflicts The President 1s authonsed to deal with such 
clauses and sanction them after their rectification The President is further 
authorised to sanction the consututions from Mahakoshal, Delhi Bengal and 
N WFP after considcrauion and such enquiry as he considers necessary 


Maximum Number of Delegates 


The maximum number of delegates returnable by the provinces under Art VI, 
f, 11, will be as follows 


1 Ajmer 44 
2 Andhra 144 
3. Assam 25 
4 Bihar 185 
5 Bengal and Surma Valley 324 
6 Berar 20 
7 Bombay City 21 
8 Burma 88 
9 Nagpur 17 
10 Delhi 22 
tt) Guyarat 62 
12. Karanatak 104 
13. Kerala 53 
14 Mahakoshal 83 
135) Maharashtra 98 
16 N WF Province 
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17. ~Punyjab 131 
18 Sindh 22 
19 Tamil Nadu 141 
20 Umted Provinces 300 
21 Utkal 95 


Total 2,000 


Fxtension of Date for Enrolment of Members 


The Committee ratified the extension of the last date of enrolment of Congress 
members to June 13 


Change of Provincial Headquarters 


With regard to change of Provincial headquarters the Committee held that no 
such alteration could be recognised unless the previous sanction of the Workin 
Committee had been obtained by the Provincial Congress Committee concerne 


The Committee directed that provincial commiuttce requiring alteration of their 
headquarters should be asked to placed their application before the Committee for 
sancnon 


Rules of Procedure of AICC 


Rulcs of procedure were recommended by the Committee for circulation and for 
being placed before the next mecting of the AICC 


Nagpur PCC 


The Committee approved of the adopuon of the name of Nagpur PCT by the 
Central Provinces (Marathi) PCC 


Khaddar Clause 


With reference to the enquiries made the Working Committee insturcts the 
Provincial Congress Commitices to treat a person as habitual wearer of Khaddar 
who has shown hunself as having wom khaddar for a penod of s:x months prior 
to his elechon to office or as a member of a Congress Commatice 


Provident Fund For Office Staff 


The Committce approved of a scheme for the establishment of a Provident 
Fund for members of the AICC office staff and directed the Secretary to frame 
rules to govern the said fund and circulate them to members of the Working 
Commitice 


Mahakoshal Disputes 


The Committee passed the followimg resolution 


Mr K F Nanman is appomted arbitrator with final mateo ta deal with the 
disputes of the Jubbulpore Town Congress Committee and the Khandwa District 
Congress Commiitee 


Mr Narman 1s also requested by the Committee to investigate the complaints 
regarding the proposed consutution of the Mahakoshal P CC and the vahdity of 
the meeting held for passing the said constitution and to report to the President 
before the end of May, 1935 for final disposal 


Guntur Congress Committee Dispute 
Dr Pattabhi Sitaramayya 1s authorised by the Commuttee to mvestigate the 
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Guntur Congress Committee dispute and 1s requested to send up a report to the 
President before the cnd of May, 1935 for final disposal 


Representattion of NWE and Midnapur 


In view of the contmuance of ban on Congress organisations in the North 
West Frontier Province and Midnapur distinct in Bengal the President was 
authorised by the ( ommittee to nominate members to represent the Fronuer 
in the AICC and the Congress, and the distnct of Midnapur in the Bengal 
Provincial Congress Committee and the Congress such nominated members 
having the same nght as duly ctected members 


Recommendations for AICC 


The Committee tn shghtly altered forms, recommended items 1,2 4,5 6,7 8 
and 9 given in the proccedings of the AICC at Jubbulpore for adoption by that body 


Vacancies in the Working Committee 


The president appointed Sr1 SM Mozutra and Sri Purshotamdas Tandon as 
members of the Working Committee of the Congress in place of Dr M A Ansar 
and Sri C Rajagopalachari 


Ss 


ee » Working Committee Meeting, 29 July-1 August 
3 


Bank Account of AICC 


Resolved that the account of AICC at Allahabad be opened with the Punjab 
National Bank in the name of the Indian National Congress and that this 
account be operated upon by the President, Babu Rajendra Prasad and the 
Working General Secretary, Acharya J B Knpalani, jointly and severally 


Statement of Accounts 


The statement of office accounts from Apmnl, 1935 to June 1935 was placed 
before the mecting and passed 


Accounts of 1932-34 


The Commutice also passed the audited accounts of the AICC from January 1 
1932 to March 31, 1934 


Clam of the Gujarat PCC 


Having considered the circumstances and the correspondence with = different 
paruics and conversahons between the President and the parties concerned, 
rcsolved thatRs 6 000 advanced by the Guyarat PCC as loan to the AICC be repaid 


Dues from Tamil Nadu PCC 


Having considered the correspondence regarding ducs from Tamil Nadu PCC 
amouning Rs 3 325-4-10, resolved that in view of the fact that Tamil Nadu PCC 
may fcel handicapped if called upon to pay the entire amount in one lump sum, 
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the Working Commitee will be prepemce to consider Peyinen. in annual 
instalments of Rs 300, the first instalment to be paid latest m December, 1935 


Provimcial Subscriptions 


Considered the telegrams received from Bombay, Utkal, and other PCCs 
regarding extension of date for payment of provincial subscnptions 


Resolved that the date be extended to August 15. 1935 and the Committees m 
default be asked to make payments by that date fa:ling which they will be hable 
to be disqualified from representation im the next meeting of the AICC im 
accordance wath the resolution passed at the Jubbulpore meeting of the Working 
Commitice 


Detenus’ Famihes Rehef Fund 


Resolved that Syt Surendra Mohan Moutra be authonsed to make enquiries 
and recommendahons in consultation with any other person or persons he 
considers necessary regarding aid to be given to farmies of dctenus in Bengal 
The General Secretary of the AICC 1s authonsed to make payments in 
accordance with such recommendanhons from the fund collected for the purpose 


Change of Headquarters 


Read the apphcation of the Berar PCC for the change of 1ts headquarters from 
Amraotito Akola 


Resolved thal the proposed change be sanchoned 
Central Calcutta Congress Committee Dispute 


Considered the representation of the Bengal PCC regarding Central Calcutta 
Congress Committee 


Resolved that m view of the fact that Syt MS Aney was_ given 
comprehensive power by the Working Committee at its sttung held on July 28 
and BO, 1934 to take whatever action was necessary for sctung up without delay 
the Congress organisation in Bengal, and further in view of the fact the central 
Calcutta Congress Committee sel up undcr his decision has been funcuonimng 
since Scptember 1934, the Working Commitice sces no reason to disturb the 
existing arrangemcnts 


The Working Committee further resolves that the action taken by the Re- 
organisation Sub Committee of the Bengal PCC calhng upon the Central Calcutta 
Congress Committee to deposit all apphcation forms, receipts and membership 
fees 15 set aside and the Committce set up undcr Syt Aney’s award shall continue 
to function uli a fresh elecuon takes place under the conslitution 


The Working Commitiee pe ag to note that the Re-organisauon Sub Commitic 
should have taken upon itself the responsibility of practically setting aside the 
decision of Syt Ancy and taking ad interim action 


The Working Committee heard Syt Narendra Nath Sen on Central Calcutta 
Congress Committee dispute al great length but saw no reason to revise its 
previous decision on the subject 


Enrolment of Members in Bengal 


With regard to the complamt of Shri S N Roy regarding enrolment of 
members in Bengal the Committee records the agreement arrived at between 
Shn S N Roy and Syt Surendra Mohan Moitra on behalf of the BPCC that the 

uota of membership fees should be remitted to the disimcts concerned along with 
¢ list of members within a fortnight 
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Constitution of Mahakoshal PCC 


Read Syt K F Nanman’s report about the validity of the meeting of the 
Mahakoshal PCC for the adopuon of the provincial constitunon This 
Committee agrees with his finding that the meeting m which the consttution 
was passed was not a valid meeting and calls upon the President of the 
Mahakoshal Congress Committee to convene a regular meening for considering 
and adopting the provincial constitution and submit the samc to the Working 
Committee after it has been duly passed by the PCC 


Juppulpore Tewn Congress Committee Dispute 


Considered the report of Syt K F Nariman on the Jubbulpore TCC dispute 


Agreeing with the findings of Syt K F Narman resolved that the ovecuons 
to the election of the Jubbulpore Town Congress Committee are mvalid, and 
therefore the election stands and the present Commitice shall continuc to funcuon 


Khandwa District Congress Committee Dispute 


Considered the reportof Syt K F Nanman on the Khandwa Distinct Congress 
Commiutice election dispute 


Resolved that agreeing with his findings the clection of the Khandwa DCC 1s 
upheld and the exisung C of Khandwa shall continue to function 


Guntur Congress Committee Dispute 


Read the repon of Dr Pattabhi Sitaramayya together with the terms of 
settlement pipted by Sy Konda Venkatapayyea and Syt N V L Narasimha Rau 


and a lIctter from Syt Sivaswamy withdrawing the complaint Resolved that 
these be recorded 


Congress Organisation m Madras City 


Heard the representauves of Tarml Nadu and Andhra PCCs on_ the 
controversy over Congress orgamsation in Madras city Resolved that the 
quesuion be referred to the Committees concerned to cnablie them to arrive at an 
amicable settlement 


Berar PCC 


Considered the resoluuon of the Berar Provincial Congress Conference 
forwarded by the Berar PCC recommending the formation of a Joint 
Committce of the three Provincial Congress Committees of Berar, Nagpur and 
Mahakoshal for the purpose of running council elections Resolved that the 
same be sent to the Congress Parliamentary Board for consideration 


Peasants Sub-Committee 


Resolved that a sub committee consisting of Syt Rajendra Prasad Sardar 
Vallabhbha: Patel and Syt Purshottamdas Tandon with Syt Purshottamdas 
Tandon as convener be appointed to keep in touch with the problems affectmg the 


peasantry of the country and from ume to me to report to and advise the Working 
Committee thereon 


Labour Sub-Committee 


= Resolved that a sub-committee consisiting of Syt Jaitamdas Daulatram, 
yt KF Nariman and Syt Shankerlal Banker be appointed with Syt 
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Jairamdas Daulatram as convener to keep in touch with problems affecting 
industrial labour and from ume to time to report to and advise the Working 
Committee thercon 


Note—Shn_ Shankerlal G Banker having mtimated his inability to be a 
member of the Committee due to his preoccupations AcharyaJ B Kirpalan: had 
been appointed by the President to act 1n his place The Labour Sub Committee at 
its meeting held in Bombay on August 6, 1935 appointed Shr: J B Kripalam as its 
convener 


Quetta Earthquake 


The Working Committee records us sense of deep sorrow at the loss 
sustained in men and money by thousands of people dunng the recent 
earthquake in Quetta and other parts of Baluchistan and tenders 1ts condolences 
and sympathy to the bereaved and the sufferers 


The Working Committce endorses the action taken by the President in forming 
a Central Relicf Committee for collecting funds and administernmng relicf The 
Committee thanks all those who rendered valuable aid through personal care to 
thousands of the myured and distressed under very difficult circumstances and 
acknowledges the response of the public to appeals for funds 


The Working Commuttce while recognising the cfforts made by the 
authoritics at Quetta to meet the situation with the resources at their disposal, 
1s of opimon based on the published statements of eyewitnesses official and 
non-official that many persons under the debris could have been rescued if the 
diggmng operations had been undertaken on an adequate scale and not stopped 
after two days and if the offered help fram the public had not been rejected 


The Working Commnttce 1s of opimion that the Government should appoint a 
Commission composed of officials and non-officials to enquire into the allegations 
ee by the public and, 1n some respects supported by published statements of 
officials viz, 


1 that the statement made on behalf of the Government when assistance 
was offered that they had ample resources to deal with the situation in 
Quetta does not appear to be borne out by facts, 


2 that they unjustifiably turned away such proffered assistance, 


3. thatthey ought to have recruned available assistance from neighbouring 
areas to Cope properly with the emergency, 


4 that whilst every European resident of the affected area was accounted 
for no adequate attempt was made 1n respect of the Indian residents and 
there was similar discrimination between Indians and Europeans in the 
matter of rescue, relief and salvage 


Congress Jubilee 


Resolved that the fiftieth anniversary of the Congress be observed in a 
befitting manner on the day the Congress met for the first tame in 1885 and for 
this prose the Workmg Committee appoimts the following persons to constitute 
a sub committec for drawing up the programme for the occasion 


Syt ee torens Prasad, 

Dr B Pattabhi Sitaramayya, 
Seth Jamnalal Baya), 

Syt Gobind Ballabh Pant, 

Syt Jauwamdas Daulatam and 
Acharya J B Knpalam 
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History of the Congress 


The Committee thanks Dr Pattabhi Sitaramayya for the offer of the 
manuscnpts of the History of the Congress wmntten by him and requests the 
President to go through it and authorises him to finally decide about is 
publication as a memonal volume of the fiftieth anniversary of the Congress 


Offices Under the new Constitution 


Having read the resolunon of several Congress Committees relating to the 
acceptance or non acceptance of office under the new constitution, this 
Committee 1s of opimon that any decision on the question would be 
premature at this stage and should be left over for the next session of the 
Congress It declares that any expression of opinion on the question by 
mdividual Congress men does not represent the view of the Congress 


Indian States 


Although the policy of the Congress regarding the States in India has been 
defined in its resolutions, a persistent effort 1s bermg made by or on behalf of the 
copic of the States to get a fuller declaration of the Congress policy The 
Warts Committee thercfore issucs the following statement concernmeg the 
policy of the Congress with regard to the Princes and the people of the States 


The Indian National Congress recognises that the people in the Indian States 
have an inherent nght to Swaray no tess than the people of Bntish India It 
has accordingly declared wsclf in favour of establishment of representative 
respansible government tn the States and has mn that behalf not only appealed 
to the Princes to cstablish such responsible government in their States and to 
guarantee fundamental rights of citizenship, hike freedom of person, specch 
association and the Press to their people Batten also pledged to the States people 
ils sympathy and support in thoi legitimate and peaceful struggle for the 
attainment of full responsible government By that declaration and by that 
pledge the Congress stands The Congress feels that even m their own 
Interests the Princes will be well advised to establish at the carhest possible 
moment full responsible govermment wiihin their States carrying a 
guarantec of full rights of citizenship to their people 


It should be understood +however that the responsibility and the burden of 
carrying on that siruggic within the States musinecessanly fall on the States people 
themselves The Congress can exercise moral and friendly influcnce upon the 
States and this it 1s bound to do wherever possible The Congress has no 
other power unacr existing circumstances although the people of India 
whether under the British the Princes or any other power are geographically 
and historically onc and indivisible In the heat of controversy the limitatation of 


the Congress is often forgotten Indeed any other policy will defeat the 
common purpose 


With regard to the impending constitutional changes it has been suggested that 
the Congress should imsist upon ccrtam amendments of that portion of the 
Government of India Bill which deals with the relation of the Indian States to the 
Indian Fcderation The Congress has more than once categorically rejected the 
cnure scheme of consntuhonal reforms on the broad ground of 11s noi bemg an 
expression of the will of the people of India and has insisted on a constitution to 
be framcd by a Constituent Assembly It may not now ask for an amendment 


ms the scheme m any parucular part To do so would amount to a reversal of the 
ongress policy 


At the same tme 1115 hard! 


that 
the Conerece wilt never te i necessary to assure the people of the States tha 


uilty of sacrificing thew mterests mm order to buy 
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the support of the Princes From its incepuion the Congress has stood 
unequivocally for the nghts of the masses of India as agammst any vested nghts m 
confhet with thes truc mierests 


Provident Fund Rules for AECC Staff 


With a view to having a provident fund for the employees in the office of the All 
India Congress Commntec the Working Committee adopts the following rules 


1 Every full ttme employee shal] contribute one anna in the rupee of his 
salary to a provident fund of which an account will be opened in some 
bank The deducuen of this amount shall be made at the ume the monthly 
salary billis prepared 


2 The AICC shall make contribuuon to the deposit account of cach 
employce month by month at the rate of one anna in the rupee of the 
salary 


3 Persons employed temporanly shall not come under the operation of this 
scheme 


4 Eachemployce shall state m writmg to whom he desires that the amount 
be paid in case of his death 


5 The deposits and contribunons with interest thereon at the credit of any 
Saree may be withdrawn on his ceasing to be an employec of the 
AICC subject to provisions in Rules 9, 10, 11 and 12 hereunder 


6 Aiemporary advance, not ordinanly exceeding three months’ pay, may 
be allowed to an employee from the sum al ms credit at the discrenon of 
the Workimg Gencral Seerctary provided the sum so proposed to be 
advanced shalt be cqual to or less than half the amount paid by the 
employec so far towards his share of the Fund the rate of interests being 
5% The followmg may be considered as cxamples of legitimate 
occasions for such advances 


a incss of employee or any member of his family, 
b marmages and funerals 
¢ any special educational requirement of employce’s children 


7 Advances will be recovered at the discretion of the Genera] Secretary 
min instalments by monthly deducations from the salary 


8 In the event of any onpeye owing a sum of money to the AICC the 
General Secretary will have the right to deduct this sum of money 
from the provident fund of the employce 


9 An employee leaving before the completion of his five years of 
service shall be cnutied only to his share of contnbution to the 
provident fund and mierest thereon 


10 Ifthe services of an employee are terminated for no fault of his he shall 
be entitled to the whole amount of his provident fund, and the clause 
relating to five years service shall not apply m his case 


11 If the services of an employee are dispensed with for negligence or 
inefficiency, he shall be entitled to receive only hisown contnbutuon 
to the fund with interest thereon 


12. Incase of dismissal owing to dishonesty or fraud, he shall not be entitled 
to receive any portion of the provident fund 
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13 The clause relating to five years service shall not apply in the case of 
employees who may have completed them five years of service m the 
AICC before the date of operation of the present scheme 


14 The decision of the Working Committee of the Congress regarding 
negligence mefficiency, dishonesty or fraud involving dismissal and in 
all matters of doubt and difference ansing outof these rules shall be final 


15 The Working Committee shall have power to alter, vary or amend the 
rules relating to the Provident Fund m their absolute discreuon 


Leave Rules For AICC Staff 


1 Every member of the staff will get one month's pnvilege leave with full 
pay for every completcd eleven months of service 


2 Ifamember does notavail of this leave the samecan accumulate fortwo 
years All such leave beyond two months will] lapse 


3. Members of the staff will also get ten days casual] leave which may not 
be combined with the privilege or sick leave 


4 Holidays falling at either end of the leave period will not be included in 
the leave but when they fall m the middle of the leave, they will be so 
includcd 


5 Members will also get fifteen days sick leave on halfpay im the year 


6 Ifthe privilege leaveis availed of for reasons of health, the fifteen days 
of sick leave on half pay may be combined with it 


7 Any leave beyond this shall be without allowance unless under special 
circumstance to be decided upon in cach individual case by the Working 
Committee on the recommendaton of the General Secretary 


8 The leave mentioned im these rules will not mclude Sundays or other 
general holidays except when they fall within the penod of aleave A lst 
of general holdays will be made by the Generai Secretary at the 
beginning of every year and will be hung up in the office for the 
informauon Of the staff 


9 Members can only avail themselves of leave subject to the 
ee of the office, and will not be entitled to demand 1t as of 
nght 


10 All leave mentioned here shall be unless otherwise provided for 
granted by the Working Gencral Secretary 


Purse Collections in Maharashtra 
In view of the work rn Maharashtra the President consented to forego half the 


quota of 24% due to the AICC office out of the President’s Purse collections 
made in Maharashtra 


Labour Sub-committee President’s Announcement 
Shn Shankerlal G Banker having expressed misrinp ae accept membership 


of the Labour Sub Committee the President appointed f J B Kmpalani to be 
uts member pending approval by the Working Committee at its next meeting 
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4 


be Working Committee Meeting, 15-16 October 
1935 


‘History of the Congress’ and Other Publications 


The Committee sancnoned Rs 6 000 for the prmung and pubhcation of the 
English edition of the History of the Congress’ by Pattabhi Sitaramayya 
and Rs_ 1000 for the prmung and pubhcation of brochures m connection 
with the fifuieth anmversary of the Congress 2? 


Quota of subscription of Bengal PCC 


The Working Committee deplores the attitude of the executive of the Bengal 
PCC on the payment of the provincial subscripuion and regrets that no choice has 
been left to it but to enforce the constutution and debar the members of the AICC 
from Bengal from attending the next or any subsequent mecungs of the AICC in 
pay of the resolution of the Committee passed atjabbulpore on Apnl 25 and 26, 
19 


Quota of Subseription of Utkal PCC 


Considered the reprcesentauon received from the Utkal PCC 


The Working Commitiec regrets that 1t 1s unable to grant the Utkal PCC any 
exempuon from payment of the balance of its provincial subscmption But in view 
of the Special circumstances menuoned 1t 1s prepared to extend the time and allow 
its members to attend the AICC if the balance ahine quota is paid before or during 
the mecung 


Quota of Delegates from Bengal 


Resolved that the President be authonsed to fix the quota of delegates from 
Bengal after taking such steps as he thinks fit in view of the complaints received 
by him regarding the list of primary members from the Province 


Central Calcutta Congress Committee Dispute 


The Working Commitice at 11s meeung held at Wardha from July 29 to August 
1, 1935 passed the following two Resolutions Nos 9 and 10 on the Central 
Congress Committee dispute 


Resolution 9—Central Calcutta CC Dispute 


‘Considered the representation of the Bengal PCC regarding Central 
Calcutta Congress Commiutiee,— 


‘Resolved that m view of the fact that Syt MS Ancy was given 
comprehensive powers by the Working Committee at its sitting held on July 
28 and 29 3934, to take whatever acuon was necessary for sctting up without 
delay the Congress organisation in Bengal, and further in view of the fact that 
the Central Calcutta Congress Committee set up under his decision has been 


‘bid, pp 476 81 


?The work compnsing over cleven hundred pmnted pages was eventually published 
officially as B Pattabhi Sitaramayya (with an Introduction by Rajycndra Prasad Congress 
President), The History of the indian National Congress, 1885 1935 The Working 
Committee of the Congress, (Law Pnnting House Madras) 1935 
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functioning since September 1934 the Working Committce secs no reason to 
disturb the existing arrangements 


‘The Working Commnttec further resolved that the achion taken by the 
Re-orgamsation Sub Committee of the Bengal PCC calling upon the Central 
Calcutta Congress Committec to deposit all application forms, receipts and 
membership fces 1s set aside and the Committee Committee set up under Syt 
Aney s award shall continue to function ull a fresh elccuon takes place under 
the constitunbon 


‘The Working Commilice regrets to note that the Re-organrsation Sub 
Commuttce should have taken upon itslef the responsibility of practically 
setting aside the decision of Syt aney and taking ad interum action 


Resolution 10—Latter Proceedmgs 


‘The Working Committee heard Syt Narendra Nath Sen on Central 
Calcutta Congress Commuttec dispute at great length but saw no reason to 
revise 1S Previous decision on the subject 


The Working Commuttce regrets that the Executive Committce of the 
Bengal PCC instead of giving effect to the said resolutions passed the 
followimg resolutions on Scptembcr 28 and 29, 1935 and August 6 1935 


That m view of the representations made by Syt Narendra Nath Scn of 
Central Calcutta Congress Committee and Syt Bhupendra Nath Basu and 
others of the South Calcutta Congress Committec, this executive council 
directs the Secretary of the BPCC not to hand over the papers and money to 
the said DCC 


‘Regarding the Working Committee s remark expressed m the last 
Peer of 11s decision on Central] Calcutta DCC the Executive Council of 
the BPCC 1s of opmmon that the findings of the Re organisalon Sub- 
Committee were not contrary toSyt Ancy s decision and the Sub Committee 
was quiic justified in passing the ad interum order pending the deciston of the 
Working Committee This Council regrets that the Working Committee 
failed to realise the truc import of the ad interim ordcr of the Sub Commitice 


‘The Working Committee 1s therefore of opinion that the Executive 
Committee of the Bengal PCC has in so doing deliberately disregarded and 
disobeycd the orders of this Committee and thercfore calls upon ut to show 
cause by November 15, why disciplinary acuon should not be taken against 
it under Article 12 of the constitution and the rules framed thereunder ’ 


Burma 


The Workmg Commutce assures the Burma members of the AICC that 
notwithstanding the consututional separation of India and Burma the Indian 
National Congress will continne to watch with sympathenc interests the pohtical 
situation in Burma, and in vicw of the impending separation it appeals to the 
Indians settled in Burma and the Burmans that they will continue to bear 


towards cach other the same goodwill and friendly relations as have hitherto 
subsisted 


Constitutional Sub-Committee 


Resolved that a Sub Commiitee consisting of the President, Dr Pattabhi 
Silaramayya, Syt. Jairamdas Daulatram and Acharya JB Knpalam be 
appointed to examine the new constitution of the ongress im the hight of 
expenence gained 1n tts working and to report to the Committee thercon 
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Fiftieth Anniversary of the Congress 


The Committce adopted the following programme for celebrahion of the 50th 
anniversary of the Congress 


A 


SBWNe 


Official Programme 


Prabhatphen to commence bcfore dawn 

Flag-hoisting and salutation 8-30 A M (S T ) 
Process1on—Afternoon ending in public mecting m the evening 
Public mectung—Evening 


(a) Bande Mataram 

(b) Opening song 

(c) President’s message 

(d} Speechcs about Congress te, its history achievements 


programe etc uptl] now 


The day to be devoted to works of national service Ulustrating the 
constructive work of the Congress 


Sale of small national flags 


Muminanon at night (Note - There should be no fircworks of any kind 
whatsocver) 


Suggestions relating to items one or more of which may be taken up 
according to the facilities of the locality or inclination of the organisers 


Sports 
(a) Wrestling 
(b) Indian games 
(c) Tournaments 
Mela 
(a) Khach exhibtion and demonstrations 
(b) Willage Industnes Exhibition and demonstration 
(c) Exhibiuon of other Swadcsh: arucles in terms of the Bombay 
Congress resolution 
(d) Kavi Sammelan or Musharia’—subyjects to the of national interest 
and importance 
(c) Music 


C Congress Propaganda through suitable Literature 


Mistory of the Congress and other literature bearing upon national problems 


Resolution of Delhi 


Read the Letter from the Delhi PCC suggesing reconstituuon of the Congress 
province of Delhi 


‘Resolved that the matter be referred to the Punjab, and U P PCCs for their 
opinion ” 


Settlement Between Andhra And Karnataka PCCs 


The Committee recorded the following settlement between the Secretanes of 
the Andhra and Karnataka PCCs regarding the district of Bellary 


'Pocuc symposium 
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Q) ‘The Talukas of Adom, Alur and Rayadrug shall be as before under the 
jurisdiction of the Andhra Provincial Congress Committee 


(11) The question relating to the boundary disputes shall be deferred for the 
present 


(11) For purposes of clections to the Legislatures and Local Bodies from 
the Bellary District there shall be a Parliamentary Board consisting of 
five members two on behalf of the Andhra area and three for the 
Karnatka area to be sepennies by the respecuve Provincial Congress 
Committees and it will function m accordance with the policy and 
programme of the Congress 


Gv) The Orgamser of the Andhra area tn the Bellary Distinct may conunue 


to hold his office in Bellary Town ull the Bellary Andhra District 
Congress Committec 1s formed ” 


Recommendations for AICC 


The Committe. recommended to AICC resoluuocns 1 and 2 given in 
proceedings of AICC of Madras as also the rules of Procedure of AICC The later 
were adopted with some altcrations 


5 
Bombay, Working Committee Meeting, 1-2 January 1936' 


Under the powers conferred upon the Working Committee under the Article 
XIM(c)) the followmg rule was framed 


‘Any person enrollcd as a member under Article TH shall be enutled to 
exercise his vote at an election and shall be eligible forre clection to an office 
or to membership of any Congress Committee without having been 
continuously on a Congress register for six months prior to the date of 
election, providcd that the President of the PCC concemed certifies that hc 
has been prevented from becoming a member by reason of 
imprisonment, internment extermment' or forced absence from India 
provide further that he 1s certified by the President of the PCC concerned 
that he has been prevented from performng the mannual labour 
preseribed under Ariicle V by reason of impmsonment, externment, 
internment or forced absence from India, or by reason of illness, mnfirmitiy, 
or any other physical incapacity ’” 


Independence Day 


Resolved that the procedure adopted in previous years be followed and the 


President be authonsed to issue a statement to be read on the occasion of the 
Independence Day 


Announcement of the Resuit of the Presidential Election 


Resolved that the President be authorised to receive the Teport regarding the 
election of the President for the next session of the Congress by deicgates of 
various provinces and to announce the result under Ant 1X (DQ) 


'AM /adi and SG Zaid rt 
Vol Xl ap cit pp ; 4 as 1 (eds ), The Encyclopaedia of the India Nationaal Congress, 
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Enrolment 


Resolved that the dec:sion of the President regarding the validity of enrolment 
of members in Jubbulpore, Baghelkhand and Katm under the Mahakoshal 
Provincial Congress Commiuttce be confirmed 


Bengal Dispute 


Whereas lists of primary members for Bengal submitted by the Bengal 
Provincial Congress Committee as required by the Constitution are challenged 
as uregular m material paver and objections have been taken to the 
enrolment of members and the validity of the lists on vanous grounds, 


Whereas on account of differences between the President of the B PC C andits 
Executive Counci! a mayorty of the members of the Council have resigned, 


And whereas the Benge Provincial Congress Commitice has by a resolunon 
dated November 16, 1935, tried to compose local differences by refernng certain 
matters to Syt Sarat Chandra Bose, 


And whereas in the events that have happened there would be a duly elected 
Provincial nee Committee funcuonmg im the province of Bengal as from 
January 7 1936, 


And whereas the Working Committee 1s desirous to help Bengal to compose its 
differences in accordance with gencral Congress opinion in the Province, and 
consistently with the constitution, it 1s hereby resolved as follows 


I (A) A Provisional Bengal Provincial Congress Committee to carry on 
the work of the Congress in Bengal under Arn VII (c) until a 
Provincial Congress Committec 1s duly elected as hereinafter stated 


(B) The Exccuuve Committee and office-bearers of such Provincial 
Congress Committce 


(C) An agency to scruunise the hsts submitted by the Bengal Provincial 
Congress Committce with all neccessary and final powcrs to prepare 
the list in accordance with the consttution and duly certify the same 
by a datc to be named by the President 


TW = After the said hsts are submitted, the Executive Committee of the 
Provincial Congress Committee do hold the elections of delegates 
according to the Prov asions of Art VI with such necessary modifications 
as may be prescribed by the President 


Ill The Delegates elected as aforesaid to constitute the Bengal Provincial 
Congress Committee in the place of the Provincial Congress Committee 
nominated hereunder 


IV The President 1s hereby authorised to 1ssuc such instructions as may 
be necessary to carry this resolution imto effect 
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Working Committee Meeting, 1936' 
Deihi, 21-24 March 

Allahabad, 6-7 April 

Lucknow, 8-14 April 


AICC Election in Bombay 


In the opimon of the Committce no substantial irregulanty 1s disclosed in the 
elections of members to the All India Congress Commutitce from Bombay The 
election thercforc stands 


Election of Delegates in Utkal and Mahakoshal 


Resolved that the President be authorised to condone the regularity caused 
by non payment of delcgates [ees and the non-issue of ceruficates on payment of 


the prescribed fee for all the delegates prescnt and parlicipalng in the meeting of 
January 20 1936 


Bengal Election Dispute 


Considered the resoluuon of the Executive Committee of the Bengal 
Provincial Congress Committee dated March 15 1936, and the ad interim report 
of Messrs Surendra Mohan Monra_and Birendra Nith Majumdar 


Scrutnisers and also heard Dr Surcsh Banerjee Sjts Biren Majumdar and 
Dhuresh Chakravorty 


The Committee 15 of opinion that itis not possible to substitute the nomination 
of delegates for their election by primary members and it 18 necessary 1n the 


opinion of this Committee that clection of delegates should be held by primary 
members 


The Committee, accordingly, directs that the clecnon of delegates should be 
held im those distncts in which there 1s no dispute, and in the districts m respect 
of which the Scrutiniscrs have been able to submit the final list of members 
as per statement given below and the Committee allots the number of 
delegates mcntioned against each distnet or in the districts where more than 


one delegate 1s elected, the whole distnct should be treated as one muluple 
consutucency 


As regards the remaining distncts the Scruunsscrs are requested to expeditc 
their seruuny and the President 15 authorised to allot a numbcr of delegates to 
them as soon as the Scrutimsers’ reports are received 


The Executrve Committec of the Bengal Provincial Congress Commutice will 
announce im the Press names of the Returmmy Officers and polling station for 
cach district by March 28 1936 The nomination of candidates should reach the 
Returning Officer by 7 pm of March 31, and the scrutiny of the nominations will 


take place on Apnl 1 1936 The polling of votes shall take place on April 4 next 
and the results shall be declared on April 6 at the latest 


A mecing of delegates will be held at 10am atthe Bengal Delegates camp 
at Motmagar Lucknow on April 9 to elect one twelfth of their number as 
members of the All India Congress Committee from Bengal 


ind pp 1458 
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The numbcr of delegates to be elected from the distncts 1s as follows 


Bankura 3, Sylhet 5, Dacca 2, Nadia 2 Pabna 3, Dinaypur 6, Chittagong 1 
Jessore 3, Khulna 3 Hooghly 2, Birbhum 1, Barisal 1, Jalpasgun 2, 
Murshidbad 2, North Calcutta 4, South Calcutta, 2, Central Calcutia 2, Burra 
Bazar 2, 24 Parganas 2, Noakhah 3, Faridpur 1, and Midnapur 7 


Babu Rajendra Prasad aiso issued the following statement 


‘In view of the power given to mc by the Working Committee to nominate 
delegates and members of the All India Congress Committee to represent the 
district of Midnapur where the Congress orgamisation 1s still under a ban | 
nominate the followmg gentlemen, wz, t Subhas Bose, Sjt Mohim 
Chandra Das, Kumar D L Khan, Sit Praniaih Nath Banerjee of Conta, Syjt 
Ramsundar Singh Sjt Manmatha Nath Das and Syt Lalit Mohan Sinha 


“It will be nonced that in the above list ] have included the first named two 
entlemen who are not residents of Midnapur I mcluded Syt Subhas Chandra 
Bos. for obvious reason and I nominated Sytj_ Mohim Chandra Das of 
Chittagong where Congress work has become di fficult fnot impossible and 
I thmk 1 desirable that this district should not go unrepresented Another 
enteleman of Chittagong should be elcctcd as a delegate by the members of 
Dacca m combination with those of Chittagong to enable that district to get 
adequate representation 


IT record my appreciation of the work of the Bengal Provincial Congress 
Commiitee and the Scruumsers and hope the rest of the work will be 
completed mn tme for the next Congress 


‘Y hope this decision will ove sansfachon to Congress men and 
Congress women in Bengal and If trust the clechon will be conducted with 
fairness and compicted in time 


Fresh Election disputes 


Resolved that the President be authorised to decide any election dispute that 
might anse before the next session of the Congress at Lucknow 


Headquarters of Andhra PCC 


As temporary measure the Andhra PCC 1s allowed to keep Madras as tts 
headquarters 


Enrolment of New Primary Members 


The permission given by the President in February last for enrolment of 
Congress members from then onwards for the year beginning with April, 1936, 


before the assembling of the next Congress at Lucknow in April 1936 was 
approved 


Repairs to Swaraj Bhawan 


Resolved that a sumof Rs 750 be sanctioned for the next year for the repairs of 
Swaray Bhawan 


The Committec drafted resoluuons on the following subjects to be placed before 
the Subjects Committec of the Lucknow Congress 


(1) Condolence, (2) Greetmgs to Pnsoners etc , (3) Shn Subhas Chandra 
Bose’s arrest, (4) Suppression of Civil Labernes, (5) Foreign Department, 
(6) Romain Roliand’s mvitation to the World Peace Congress, (7) War Danger, 
(8) Government of India Act, (9) Sympathy for Abyssinia, (10) Indians Abroad, 
(11) Congress and Mass Contacts, (12) Agranan Programme (13) Indian States, 
(14) Amendments to the Consutution 
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Wardha, Working Committee Meeting, 27-29 Apri 1936' 
Donation of Rs 10,000 


The President informed the Committee that anonymous donation of Rs 10,000 
had been received earmarked for the organization of a foreign department of the 
All India Congress Committee office 


Foreign Department 


In view of the Congress decision on the subjcct if was resolved that the President 
be authonsed to organive a foreign department of the All India Congress 
Committee office and that Rs 2 050 be sanctioned for this purpose out of the 
special donauon for foreign work 


Political and Economic Department 


Resolved that a Pohncal and Economic Information Department be created 
m the All India Congress Commitice Office im order to collect and collate 
information m regard to politcal, economic and allied activities in the count 
The President be authonzed to organize such a department and Rs 2, 
be sanctioned from the general fund of the All India Congress Commiutice for 
the purpose 


Karnatak PCC’s Letter 


The Karnatak PCC s letter dated Dharwar April 27, 1936 regarding the 
rocedure to be followed for the election of AICC members was considered 
e¢ Committee held that under the provisions of the Consttuuon it was 
essential for a meeting of the delegates to be held at one place for the purpose of 
electing AICC members and that this could not bc done by post 


The letter from Delhi DCC about the city and the Distnet of Delhi to be made 
into a separate province was considered and it was decided that opinion on 
the matter be called for from the distnct and town Congress Committees of 
Delhi, Meerut and Muzaffamagar as well as the UPPCC 


Treasurer’s Balance sheet 


The following items in the accounts that were beimg carned on from yearto year 
were either written off or accounted for 


1 As the Congress pavihon 1s worn out and has no value, resolved that the 
amount of Rs 9 750 be written off 


2 Resolved that Rs 600 advanced to Mr Tendulker be wnten off 


3 Amounts shown as advances against Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
advanced m December 1931 and m 1932 to him and to Srimat) Kamala 


Nehru for work in U P and Bihar, were amounts spent during the 1od 
These must be accounted for as expenditure r ies 
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Deposit of Funds 


Resolved that the treasurer be authonsed to deposit the funds im his hands in such 
banks or firms domg banking business as he may think fit 


Accounts 


Resolved that m future there should be only one account, the weasurers 
account The office accounts at Allahabad should be amalgamated with ths The 
office should get money penodically from the Treasurer and scnd monthly 
accounts with the vouchers to the treasurer s office in Bombay 


Anomalhes in the Amended Constitution 


Vanous anomalics berg pomted out m the Consttutron as amended at 
Lucknow Messrs Rajyagopalachan, Jairramdas and Kmpalani were requested 
to examine the trans:to provision of the Constitution and to submit 
proposals on the day following for any conscquential changes that might 
remove these anomalies 


On the recommendation of the Commutce the following consequentual 
rule and transitory provision were made for removing the anomalies caused in the 
Constitution by the amendments mtroduced 1n 11 at the last Congress session at 
Lucknow 


Consequential Rule Under Art XVII 


If any delegate elected to a Session of the Congress resigns after the session 15 
over, the vacancy so created shall be filled in by the constituency concerned and 
such newly clected delegate shall exercise all the functions devolving on a delegate 
accordimg to the constitution until the next session, mcluding membcrship in the 
Provincial Congress Committee 


rransitory Provision Under Art XVIIFI (d) 


it 1s hereby resolved that the next Congress Session having been advanced 
to December 1936 and the tume allowed for cnrolment of members being 
thereby considerably reduced, notwithstanding anythmg contained m Art 
V(a) and the general umtable issucd by the orking Committee any 
member enrolled this year on or before August 31 shall be entitled to exercise 
his vote at all Congress elections 


Labour Committee 


Resolved that a Labour Committee consisting of Snyuts Jairamdas 
Daulatram Shankerlal Banker, V WV Gin, M R Masan: and J B Kripalan: be 
appointed to keep m touch with the labour movement and endeavour to 
co operate with it and advise the Working Committce thercon 


Parhamentary Committee 


Resolved that a Parliamentary Committee consisting of Sruiyuts 
(1) Rajendra Prasad, (2) Vallabhbha: Patel, (3) Abul Ralara Azad, 
(4) Rajagopalachan, (5) Bhulabha: Desa, (6) Narendra Deo and (7) Govind 
Ballab Pant with the last named person as its Convener, as well as the Presidents 
of all Provincial Congress Commuttees (excluding Burma} and Dr Khan Sahib 
from the Frontier be constituted, to take such steps as may be necessary m 
connection with the orgamisation of clecuons to the legislatures The Committee 
shall report to the Working Committee from tume to time and shall be guided by 
the Workmg Committece’s directions 
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Wardha, Working Committee Meeting, 29-30 June and 
1 July 1936' 


The following budget for the next six months from July to December 1936, was 
passed 


Budget 

1. Establishment Rs 6,000 
2 Postage and telegrams Rs_ 1,500 
3 Stationery and Pnntung Rs 2,000 
4 Travelling expenses Rs 2000 
5S Rents and Taxes Rs 400 
6  Fumrmnure Rs 3,000 
7 ~~ Library Rs 1,000 
8 Repairs to Swaray Bhawan Rs 2,000 
9 Miscellancous Rs 500 

Total Rs 18,400 





The previous budgct passed by the Working Committee al its mecung m Deihr 
m March last for the months of Apml, May and June 193615 as follows 


1 Establishment Rs 2,500 
2 Postage and telegrams Rs 700 
3 Stationcry and Pnnung Rs 250 
4 Travellmg expenses Rs_ 1 000 
5 Rents and Taxes Rs 200 
6 Furniture Rs 200 
7 Libr Rs 500 
8 Miscellancous Rs 200 

Total Rs_ 5,550 





Late Dr Ansart 


This Commiec records 1ts sense of trreparable loss to the natronal cause by the 
sudden and premature deathof Dr M A Ansari, a dear and valucd comrade and 
tenders to the bereaved family its smccre sympathy and condolence 


Late Abbas Tyaby: 


This committee records tts heartfelt sorrow over the passmg away of Shn 
Abbas Tyaby, the Grand Old Man of Gujarat, whose services and brave 
sacnifices endeared him to the Nation, and tenders its sincere condolence to Mrs 
Tyaby and other members of the family 


Arabs m Palestine 


The Working Committee sends its greetings and tts full sympathy to the Arabs 
of Palestine im their struggle for independence against Bntish imperniahsm 
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Vacancies m the Provincial Congress Committee 


Under Art XII(e), the Working Committee miles that any son ceasing 
to be a member of his Provincial Congress Committee shall also cease to 
funcuon thereafter as a delegate provided al! such vacancies and the 
circumstances under which the same might have occurred shall be forthwith 
reported to the Working Commitee 


By-election of Delegates 


In a constituency where for any reason a by clection of a delegate becomes 
necessary the members entutled to vote and be candidates for such a vacancy shall 
be, 


(a) those included in the hst mentioned in Article Vi(a) and 


(b) new members enrolled since the closing of the said hst and three months 
pnor to the by-elections 


Bengal Elections 


In connection with the new elections consequent upon Shn Rajendra Prasad’s 
award in the Bengal dispute the request of the Bengal Provincial Congress 
Committee for the extension of election dates and having a whole district as one 
pe member constituency and vote by majority was granted Further Shri 

oe Prasad was authorised to deal finally with any disputes arising from these 
elections 


Congress and the National Party 


The President placed before the Committee the correspondence which 
passed between him and Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya The gencral 
oe atntude in regard to the Communal Award has already been stated by 
the President in his statements to the press dated June 2 and June 27 In order 
to prevent any further misapprehension on the subject, the Committee 
expect to clanfy the Congress poston _m thts matter in the clecuon 
manifesto which will be framed by the AICC and issued m due course The 
Commiuttce welcomed the desire for co-operation with the Congress expressed 
by Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya and some of his colleagues and expressed 
the hope that 1t will be possible to find ways and means to ensure such 
co-operation tn the national struggle against Impenahsm 


Tilak Swaray Fund 


The question of mecting the unfounded charges made agamst the Tilak 
Swaray Fund was discussed The President’s announcement that he would 
Issue a Statement to the effect that the account books at the Treasurer s office 
at Bombay will be open to inspection for the public on a reasonable notice 
bemg given to that office was welcome The Commilttee’s oprmon was that 
henceforth any malicious or defamatory statement should be challenged in a 
court of law 


Disciplinary Action Against a Congress man 


The letter of the President of the Mahakosala Provincial Congress Committee 
regarding the disciplinary measures against a member of their committee for 
congratulating Mr E Raghavendra Rao upon his appointment to the Govermmorship 
of the province was considered 
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The Committee was of opinion that the Mahakosala Provincial Congress 
Committee could take whatever disciplinary action it thought fitin the matter The 


quesuion of framing a resolution covering such cases was left over for the next 
meenung 


Membership of the Reception Committee 


The letter of the Maharashara Provincial Congress Committce about the 
membership of the Recephon Committee of the ensumg session of the Congress 
was considered 


The Working Committee s opmion was that the Provincial Congress 
Committce was free to enrol non Congress men as members of the Recepuon 
Commitice and make such other rules im this behalf as it considers fit 


The History of the Congress 


The report of the sub-committec of the Bengal Provincial Congress Committee 
regarding “The History of the Sone was placed before the Committee Shn 
Rajendra Prasad was requested to dea] with it 


9 


Bombay, Working Committee Meeting, 20-23 August 
1936 


Shri Rajagopalachari’s Resignation 


The Committee considered the matter arising out of Shn Rajyagopalachan's 
resignation The President informed the commuitice that he had invited 
ayan to be present during this discussion but Dr Rajan had expressed his 
inability to come and had referrcd to vanous statements issued by him These 
statements were considered and Shn Rajagopalachar: made a_ personal 
Statement about the events leading up to the step that he had taken The membcrs 
of the Committee while appreciaung the difficulties which he had to face and the 
necessity for bnnging home to the country and to the Congress organisauion 
in particular the urgent need of maintammng discipline and loyalty within the 
Congress ranks, fclt that from the larger viewpoint of Congress work his 
continuation in the Working Committee was desirable He was therefore 
requcsicd by all the members to reconsider his decision, in parucular his 
resignation from the Workmg Committee Shn Rajagopalachar: thanked his 
colleagues but regretted his ability, under the circumstances, to reconsider his 
deiision The Committee thereupon regretfully accepted his resignation 


The Committee further considered the events which Iced up to Shn 
Rajagopalachan’s resignation It regretted that Dr Rajan had been unable to 
accept thc mvitanon to attend the Committee’s meeting and to present his case 
In_ his absence the Committce had to rely on the statement sent by him 
Whether the various charges made by Dr Rajan im this statement were well 
founded or not, the Committee was clearly of opmion that hs action in 
deliberately breaking his pledge and m mducing other Congress members 
of the Trichinopoly pute pay. to break their pledges was wholly 
indefensible and must be condemned A Congress pledge or any pledge ts 
given with a view Lo ils observance and a deliberate breach of suc ledges 
can only lead to the growth of indiscipline and a lowering of the standards of 
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public hfe Members of the Congress who may have gnevances against any 
decisions or activities of Congress Commnutces have many ways open to 
them to bring their grievances to notice of the Congress orgamtsauion so that 
inquiry might be made All Congress men are expected to give their willing 
adherence to Congress discipline, and so long as they funcuon as members 
of any orgamsation election on the basis of a Congress pledge that pledge holds 
and must be scrupulously honoured The Committee regrets therefore that 
Dr Rajan whatever the reasons that actuated him, did not adhere to the 
pledge that he had given 


The Committee 1s mformced that the matter will soon be considered by the Tami] 
Nad Provincial Executive 


Election Manifesto 


The Commuttce adopted the Elecuon Manifesto This Mamfesto was 
subsequently adopted with some verbal changes by the AICC and 1s 
given 1n its proceedings 


Bengal 


The reference made by the BPCC about the position on Mrs Nelle Sen 
Gupta as a President of the 48th Session of Indian National Congress held 
at Calcutta was considered The Commuice held that the elected President of 
that session as well as the previous one held m Delhi was Shn Madan 
Mohan Malaviya and as such he alone can enjoy the constitutional pnvileges 
accorded to the ex presidents of the Congress 


The followimg excess expenditure under particular heads 1n the budget of 
Apnil-June 1936 was sanctioned 


Rs a-p 
(a) Stationery and Prnnung 665 15-0 
(b) Travelhng 758 7 3 
(c) Furmture 117 0 O 
(d) Miscellancous 10-15 0O 


The Budgetof Rs 1 800/- prepared by the Congress Labour Committee for s1x 
months from July to December 1936 was placed before the Committee and 
sanctioned 


Fextile Exemption Committee 1931 


Shn Banker’s letter in this behalf was read The Committee decided that if 
the General Secretary was satisfied that the amount claimed by Sjt Shankerlai 
Banker was not paid at the tume 1t may be paid now 


Peace Conference 


Shn Y K Knshna Menon was deputed to represent the Indian National 
Congress at the World Peace Conference at Brussels from Sepember 3 to 6, 1936 
His expenses were to be met with from Congress funds 


Japan 


The President was requested to wnte to Mr AM Sahai to ask his Committee 
to drop the name of the ‘Indian Nahona!l Congress Committee of Japan’ and to 
give to that organisation some other name as the new Constitution did not 
contemplate the formation of Congress Committees outside India The work 
done by Mr Saha: and his Cammuties was to be appreciated and 
continued co-operation from here offered 
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The following papers were placed before the Commuttee 


(1) Resolutions passed by the Labour Committee 

(2) Resolutions passed by the Swaraj Bhawan Management Committee 
and the Swaray Bhawan Trust Committee 

3} Foreign Department Sccretary’s Report 

(4) The Pohtical and Economic Information Department Secretary’s 
Report. 


Swaraj Bhawan 


The question of fillmg up the vacancy caused by the death of Dr MA 
Ansar: on the Board of Trustees of the Swaray Bhawan was postponed to the 
next meeting 


Whth regard 10 the proposed museum to be Jocated in the Swaray Bhawan the 
Committee wanted a scheme preparcd by Shri Jawaharlal Nehru to be placed 
before 11 when ready 


The Commiutice accepted the resolution of the Board of Management of the 
Swaray Bhawan for the maintenance of the Swaray Bhawan to the effect that the 
Committee will contuunue to bear the costs for the maimtcnance of the Swaray 
Bhawan and use part of it for its headquarters 


Railway Retrenchment 


The Committee passed the followimg resolution about Railway 
Reuenchment recommendcd to 1t by Labour Committee 


‘The Working Commuttce has Jearnt with grave concern that orders have 
Deen peered to reurench about 4,000 lowergrade employces in the State- 
owned Railways, and to reduce the scales of pay of the lower grades of 
workcrs retrospectively from 1931, whereas no such policy has been 
applied to all the higher grades 


‘The Committee considers the demand of the Railway workers for a 
Court of Inquiry into the question of such retrenchment and reduction m 
pay and for the suspension of retrenchment pending the result of mquiry 
as very fair and regrets that the Railway aunonliGs should have rejected 
such a proper demand * 


10 


Bombay, Working Committee Meeting, 9-11 December 
19367 


Mass Contacts 


The report of the Mass Contacis Committee not being ready and not hkely 
to be ready before the Congress session, the Working Committee appointed a 
sub-committee consising of Shms Jawaharial chru, Rajendra Prasad, 
Jaramdas Daulatram, Jayaprakash Narayan and J B Kripalani to consider 
changes in the Congress constutuuion ii a view to increase the iniuative of 
primary members and to make the Congress a more effective organisation for 


carrying on iis work and also lo remove any anomalies that may be found in the 
constitution 
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Swaray Bhawan Trust 


In place of the late Dr M A Ansan, Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan was nommated 
a trustee on the Swaray Bhawan Board of Trustees tn terms of the Trust Deed 


Burma 


The Commntiee discussed the position of the Burma PCC in view of the new 
situation creatcd by the separation of Burma from India Jt was felt that some 
member or members of the Working Committee should visit Burma and get 
personally acquainted with the wishes of the Burmese pcople in the matter 
and advise the Working Committee on the question 


Bengal 


Shn Sarat Chandra Bose explained to the Committee the circumstances under 
which he had resigned from the membership of the Bengal Parliamentary 
Board The opmion of the Committee was that he should withdraw his 
resignation im the interest of Parliamentary work 1n his province Shn S C Bose 
respected the wishes of his colleagues and withdrew his resignauuon It was also 
decided that Shri Govind Ballabh Pant should visit Bengal and hetp the local 
Parliamentary Board to sclect finally candidates who were to stand on the 
Congress ticket from Bengal 


Peace Congress 


Shn V_ K Krishna Menon’s report about the World Peace Congress was 
placed before the Committee The Committce approved of ‘the condinons and 
reservation to the four pomts of the Peace Conkrtce! as stressed by Shri 
Krishna Menon m his report The Committee also was of opimion that the 
quesnon of Imperialism should always be emphasised 1m this connection 


Government Interference in Elections to Provincial Assemblies 


} In spite of unequivocal declaraiions and assurances by the 
Under-Secretary of State the Viceroy and others as to the observance of strict 
neutraluy by Government scrvants in the matter of elecuons to the Provincial 
I-gislatures this Commntitee regrets to note the facts that several local 
Governments are sull persisting in mamtammg disqualificaions of mtending 
Congress candidates ansing out of convictions for political offences and 
continuing active interferences in elections as 1s unmistakably shown by the 
Coun of Wards circular of ihe U P Government 


This Committee further notes that they are hampering the Congress in its 
clecuon campaign by banning peaceful processions, meetings, hoisiing of 
national flag and preventing movements of respected Congress leaders 
especially in the N W F Province and 1n various othcr ways 


This Committee still hopes that effective measures will be taken by 
responsible officials of Government to remedy these matters so that the 
promise of neutrality given by them 1s duly fulfilled 


This Commnatiee eamestly trusts that hosnle attitude of the Government 
will serve to sumulate the people to vigorous activity in support of the Congress 
candidates so that the victory of the Congress may be fully assured in spite 
of all these handicaps 


2 Whereas the method of votmg propose for the illiterate moral voters 
of the Provincial Assembly in the Unued Provinces 1s completely destructive 
of the secrecy and freedom of the vote this Committee 1s of opinion that this 
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should be replaced by the system of coloured boxes with or without symbols 
which has been adopted by several other provinces and was proposed by the 
All India and the Provincial Franchise Commnitees and origimally 
recommended by the local Government uself as a very sound, safe and simple 
method, especially for ilhterate votcrs 


Supplementary Manifesto (Sindh) 


The suppicmentary manifesto sent by the Sind PCC was approved The PCC 
was however to be informed that no stress should be laid on minor posts and as 
far as possible they might be dropped from the documcnt 


Recent Frontier Operations 


The Committee after some discussion about the situation m the Frontier 
created by the recent raid appoimted a committee consisting of Shris 
Vallabhbhai Patel, Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan and Bhulabhai Desai to considcr 
the Frontier pohcy of the Government and the recent mihtary operations 
there and make recommendauions to the Committee and the Subjects 
Commitice of the Fai1zpur Congress 


DisctipImary Rules 


In suppression of the previous resolutions of the Working Committee in regard 
to disciphmary action the following rules were adopted by the Committee 


1 The Working Committee may take diserphnary acuion against 


1 Any Commutece of the Congress which deliberatcly acts or carnes 
on propaganda against the programme and decisions of the Congress 
or dehberatcly disregards or disobeys any orders passed by any 
higher authority or by an umpire, aribitrator or commussioner duly 
appointed 


n <Any member of a Congress Executive or elected Congress 
Committee who deliberately acts or carnes on propaganda against the 
programme and decisions of Congress or dcliberatcly disregards or 
disobcys any orders passed by any higher authonty or by an umpire, 
arbitrator or Commissioner duly appointed 


1 Any member of the Congress who deliberately acts contrary to the 
decisions of the Congress or deliberately disregards or disobeys any 
orders passed by any authority, umpire, arbitrator or commissioner 
duly ees or 18 guilty of embezzlement of Congress funds or 
other fraudulent action m connection with funds and accounts or of 
having broken a pledge given to the Congress or any subordinate 
committee or of any fraudulent action in connection with the 
enrolment of members of the Congress or election to a Congress 
Committee or who dehberately acts in a way which im the opinion of 
the Working Commnutice 1s likely to lower the power and prestige of 
the Congress so as to render his contunuance as a member of the 
Congress undesirable in the interests of the Congress 


2G) In the case of a Committee of the Congress disciphin acuon may 


be the supersession of such a Committee, and such further action 
against offending individual members as may be necessary 


(yn) In the case of a member of any Congress Executive or elective Congress 
Commuttee, the disciplimary acuon may be his removal from such office 
or membership, and the fixation of a period dumng which he cannot be 


validly elected to any office or membership in any committee of the 
Congress 
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(iu) In the case of a member of a primary Congress organtsation 
disciplinary action may be a disqualification for a stated penod 
from standing for any clection including election to the legislatures 
and local and municipal bodies or exercising any other right as a 
member during the unexpired period of his membership and the 
fixation of a penod dunng which he may not be admitted to the 
membership orthe Congress 


No disciplinary action shall be taken without an opportunity beim 
given to the Commiutice or individual concermed to state its or his case an 
answer such charges as are made before the Working Commitice 


4 The Executive Committees of the Provmeial Congress Committees shall 
also have the wer to take disciplmary action against their subordinate 
commitices and members of any Congress Execunve Commnttees and 
members of pnmary committees within their province In all such cases the 
tules and procedure as are laid down for taking action by the Working 
Commiutice shall be apphcable It shall be open to the Committec or member 
sean whom such disciplinary action is taken to appeal sbainst it to the 

orking Commuttec provided that pending the appeal he obeys the order 
areas agamst The Working Committce may however stay the operation of the 
order 


5 When the Workmg Committee 1s not situng the President may take 
congnizance of all urgent matters in regard to disciplinary action and shall 
act on behalf of the Working Committee In all such cases the decision of ihe 
President must be placed before the next meeting of the Working Commutee 
for confirmation 


Resolutions for the Subjects Committee 


Resolutions on the following subyecis to be placed before the Subjects 
Committe on December 25 and 26 at Faispur were passed The texts of these 
resoluuons, with minor changes werc passed by the Congress and are given 
elsewhere as Faispur Congress resolutions 


I Elecuons and Constituent Assembly 
2 Convention 

3 Detenus 

4 


World Peace Congress 
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Faizpur, Working Committee Meeting, 23-27 December 
1936! 


The AICC Office Accounts 


As the Auditors could not complete the audit of the offices of the All 
India Congress Committee and the Trcasurer in ume, 1 was not possible to 
keep the audittd accounts before the next meeting of the All India 
Congress Committee The Working Committee therefore decided that the 
President should make a statement before the AICC imforming the members 
that as the audit of the accounts was not complete the audited accounts 
will be placed before the next mectung of AICC Further, the following 
resolution was passed fixing the financial year for the Congress 


‘The accounting year of the Congress for the purpose of keeping all 
Congress accounts shall be from October first to September 30 But the 
accounts for the current ycass shall be audited as at November 15, 1936 ” 


As the Auditors’ preliminary imspcction note complained of certain 
technical irregularities in the system of keeping accounts at the offices of the All 
India Congress Committee and the Treasurer, the Working Committee 
appomted a committee consisting of Shns Jamnalal Bajaj, Bhulabhai 
Desai and Mathuradas  Trikamji, to consider in consultauion with the 
Auditors, the system of keeping accounts in the Treasurer's office and the 
AICC office as well as other Congress accounts, central and provincial, and 
make such recommendations as they may consider necessary 


The Bombay PCC Election 


The Bombay PCC had expressed its mability to organise election of 
delcgates for the Faizpur Congress owing to the situauon created in Bombay 
by the communal wouble The matter was referred to the President who 
directed that elections im as many wards as possible be held Where elections 
could net be held the last year s delegates were to conunue to funcbon The 
old and the new dclegates were then to elect the members to this year’s AICC 
The President of the BPCC however thought that the procedure was not 
warranted by the constituuon and elections even m the wards free from 
trouble were not ordercd The matter was brought before the Working 
Commitice and the Commuttce passed the foHowing resolution 


“The Committee considered the representalion of Syt K F Nanman, 
President BPCC, regarding the non elecuon of delcgates from Bombay 
The Commitice was of opmon that the procedure adopted by the BPCC 
after the President had given his directions in the matter was not correct 
But in view of all the circumstances and the fact that there was no 
mienuonal disobedience of the Presidcnt’s direcuons, the Commuttee 
decided that the old delegates from Bombay should contnue to function 
during the Faispur Congress and after til] new delegatcs are elected 
But the Commuuce is of opimon thal such new delegates should be elected 
al the earhest possible opportunity after the Faizpur Congress and in any 
event not latcr than the end of February 1937 After such elections of 
delegates, the new members of the AICC should be elected ° 
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Resolutions for the Subjects Committee 


Resoluuons on the fi phew ns subjects to be placed before the subjects committee 
on December 25, 26 and 28, 1936 were passed 


G) Burma (2) Spain(3) B N Ry Stnke (4} War Danger (5) Condolence (6) 
Excluded Areads (7) Frontier Policy (8) Natural Calamites (9) Suppression 
of Civil Liberties (10) Non-parucipanon m the Coronation and other 
Imperialist Funcnons (11) Indians Overseas (12) The Congress Constitution 
and Mass Contacts (13) Colliery Disasters un Agranan Programme 
(15) Appeal to Voters (16) Authority to the All India Congress Commiuttce 


(The resolutions passed by the Committee at tts meeting at Bombay on 
December 9,10 aad Il together with the resolutions passed at Faizpur on 
December 23 27,1936 were placed before the Subjects Committee of the 50th 
Session of the Congress at F aizpur and with minor modifications in some of 
them were recommended for the open session lhe resolutions as finally 
adopted by the Congress are given as Faizpur Congress Resolutions) 


12 


Faizpur, Working Committee Meeting, 29 December 
1936' 


It was decided that the Convenuon be called e:ther at Delhi or at Bombay 
in the third weck of March, 1937 


13 


Wardha, Working Committee Meeting, 27-28 February 
and 1 March 1937 


Working Committee, AICC and the Convention Meetings 


The following dates were fixed for the Working Committee, the All India 
Congress Committee and the Convention meetings at Delln 


Working Committee March 15, 16 
All India Congress Commiutice March 17, 18 
Convenuon March 19, 20 


It was decided that only such persons as are mentuoned m Congress 
resolution be mvited to the Convention in Delhi that 1s, members of the AICC 
and Congress members of the vanous Icgislautres im India It was further 
resolved that the Congress President should, ex officio, preside over the 
Convenuon 
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The Commutce passed the following resolutions 
Congratulations to the Nabon 


The Working Committee congratulates the nahon on us wonderful 
response to the call of the Congress dumng the recent elections, demonstraung 
the adherence of the masses lo Congress pohcy, and their firm dcterminauion 
to combat the new Consutuuon and end it, and by means of a Constituent 
Assembly to establish an independent and democratic State and remove the many 
burdens under which al) sections of our people suffer The Committee realises 
the high ep ou omy with which the nation has charged it, and it calls 
upon the ongress organisation and, in particular, the newly elected 
Congress members of the Legislatures to remember always this trust and 
responsibility, to uphold Congress :deals and principles, to be true to the 
faith of the people, and to jabour unceasingly as soldiers of Swaraj for the 
freedom of the motherland and the emancipation of her sufferimg and exploited 
mulhons 


Congratulations to People of Midnapore and Other Areas 


The Working Commiutice expresses its special satisfaction at the response 
of the people and the voters to the call of the Congress in areas, such as the 
North-West Fronticr Province and certam parts of Bengal where the 
Government has been and is pursuing a policy of intensive repression and 
prevenung normal pubhe acuviuies by banning Congress Commuttces and 
imposing laws and rules and regulations interfering even with the day to day 
personal lhves and businesses of the pcople In_parucular, the Committce 
congratulatcs the people of Midnapore Distinct in Bengal, who in spite of the 
most extraordinary repression have shown their love for freedom and 
confidence m the Congress policy and orgamsahon, whch is banncd 1n their 
district by clectung Congress candidates by overwhelming majoritics im the 
case of the Central Midnapore rural constituency the mayjonty being the 
stupendous record one of 6493 This great victory of the Congress 1s a 
stnking proof of the utter faslure of the Government's policy of repression 
and of keeping Bengal’s young men and women in intemment and detenuon 
without trial, and 1s evidence of the people s utter condemnation of this policy 


Oath of Alegiance 


As doubts have been raised regarding the propricty of taking oath of 
allegiance, the Working Committee wishes to declare that the taking of that 
oath in order to enable partucipation in the work of the Legislatures, im no way 
lessens or varies the demand for mdependcnce and every Congress 
member stands by that objective and has to work to the end he primary 
allegiance of all Congress men, as well as all other Indians 1s to the Indian 


people, and the oath of allegiance docs not affect im any way this primary 
duty and allegiance 


Extra-Parlhamentary Activities of Congress Members of Legislatures 


The Working Committee desires to remind all Congress members of the 
Provincial Asscembhics that their sphere of activities 1s not confined to the 
legislatures but includes thew constituencies All effecuve work im _ the 
legislatures must have the sanction of the people behind 11 and, therefore, al! 
work in the legislatures must be coordinated with Congress activity outside 
Every Congress member must therefore keep in constant touch with the 
people of his ee and should consult them and report to them from 
fume to ume_and give such help to them as he can in their day to day struggles 
He should furthcr keep in touch with the primary and other local Congress 
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Committees in his constituency and share the responsibility of kceping the 
Cones: organisation wm that area in efficient working condition and in 
touch with the masses 1t seeks to represent. 


The Congress Parliamentary party in each province should consult the 
Provincial Congress Committee concermed and report to 11 from ume to ume 


Mass Contacts 


In view of the great awakening of the masses during the elecuon campaign 
and their interest in Congress work and desire to participate im 1t, the Working 
Committee wishes to umpress upon ail Provincial and local Commiuttecs 
the necessity of increasing the association of the masses with the Congress 
organisation in accordance with the dircchons of the Faivpur resolution The 
Committees and orgamsations that were built up in faralcarcas for clecuon 
purposes should be kept funcuuoning and converted into local branches of the 
Congress so that primary Committees should exist in as large a number of 
villages as possible 


Congress Polity in the Legislatures 


The work of the Congress membcrs of the Provincial legislatures shall be 
governed by the following policy 


1 The Congress has entered the legislatures not to co-operate with the 
new Constitution or the Governmcnt but to combat the Act and the pohcy 
undcriymy it, as ths Act and policy are intended to ughten the hold 
of Brush Impenalism on India and to continue the exploitation of the 
Indian people The Congress adhercs to ils general basic policy of non 
co opcration with the apparatus of Bntoh Impcrialism except in so far 
as circumstances may rcquire a variauon 


uo The objective of the Congress 1s purna swaray or complcie independence 
and to that end all] ils activities are directtd The Congress stands for 
a genuine democratic State in India where hincal power has been 
transferrcd to the people as a whole and the Government 1s under their 
effecuve control Such a State can only be created by the Indian pcople 
themselves, and the Congress has therefore insisted on a Consutuent 
Assembly elected by adult franchise to determime the Constitution of the 
country c Constituent Assembly can only come into existence when 
the Indian ple have devcloped sufficicnt power and sanctions to 
shape their Sosa. without external interference 


m1 The immediate objective of the Congress in the legislatures 1s to fight 
the new Consuluuon to resist the miroduction and working of the Federal 
part of the Act and to lay stress on the nation’s demand for a Conshtucnt 
Assembly Congress members of the Icgislatures have becn directed by 
the Faizpur Congress to take the carlicst opportumity to put forward in 
the new Assembhes this demand for a Constitucnt Assembly and to 
support it by mass agitation outside 


1v_ Congress members of the legislaturcs must remember the Congress policy 
of not assistmg or co-operaung with any function or acuvity 
calculated to enhance the power or presuge of British Imperialism 1n India. 
Ceremomal official or social funcuons of this kind must therefore be 
avoided and no Congress member should take part in them In doubtful 
cases imdividual members should not take any acuon themsclves 
but should refer to the Congress party in the Assembly and should abide 
by its decision 
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v No Congress member of the legislatures may accept a ttle given 
by the Bnush Government 


vi The Congress Party m each provincial Assembly must act as a 
disciplined body the leaders of which will represent the Party in any 
conversations with the Government and other groups Individual 
members shall have no official contacts with Government other than 
those resulung from ther duues as members and such as may be 
expressly authorised by the Party 


vul Members will be expected to be in ther places in the Assembhes 


during the session and when the party 1s allending There should be no 
absence except for leave taken and cause shown 


vu All Congress members of the legislatures shall be dressed in khad: 
[Indian handspun cloth} 


1x Congress parties in the Provincial Assemblies must not enter into 
any alliances with other groups in the Assembly without the permission of 
the Working Commituce 


x Any member of the Provincial Legislatures not elected on behalf of 
the Congress but willing to take the Congress pledge and amde by 
Congress principles and disciphne may be taken into the Congress party 
in that legislature if the Party considcr his admission desirable But no 
person against whom disciplinary action has becn taken by the Congress 
may be accepted without the permission of the Working Commiutice 


x1 Congress members should press for the carrying out of the Congress 
programme as enunciated in the Electron Manifesto and the Congress 
agranan resoJution In particular they should work for 

A substanual reducuion in rent and revenue 


Assessment of income tax, on a progressive scale, on agncultural 
incomes, subject to a prescrs mmunum 


Fixity of tenure 

Rehef from the burden of rural debt and arrears of rent and revenne 
Repeal of all repressive laws 

Release of pohucal prseners, internees and detenus 


Restoration of lands and property confiscated or sold by Government 
during Civil Disobedience Movements 


Eight hours day for industrial workers, without reduction of pay, 
living wage 


Prohibition of intoxicating lquor and drugs 
Unemployment relief 


Reduction of high salanes a)lowances and cost of administration 
of Government 


a — 
=or we “Ata BW N 


xu Under the exisung Act, with all its safeguards and special powers m 
the hands of the Viceroy or the Governor, and its protection of the services, 


deadlocks are inevitable They should not be avoided when they occur 
while pursuing Congress policy 


xi Congress members in the Provincial Assemblies should further 
give expression to certain important demands of all India application 
which may not be given effect to im the Provincial Assemblies, such 
as, substanuial reduction of the military expenditure as well as of the 
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higher civil services, complete natonal contro) over wade and tariffs and 
currency, repeal of all India repressive legislation, freedom of speech, 
press and association, opposition to war preparations, credits and loans 


xiv Congress members m the Assemblics must always endeavour to 
mobilise public opinion i their constutuencies for the particular demand 
they are putung forward im the legislatures Work in the legislatures 
should thus be coordinated with activity outside and mass movements 
built up in support of those demands and of Congress policy in general 


Mlaustries 


In regard to the acceptance or non-acceptance of mmsines the Workin 
Commiutice will make its recommendations to the AICC after it has recerve 
the recommendatons of provincial and local committees 


Anti-Constitution day—April 1 


The Working Committee draws the attention of the nalicn to the resoluuon 
of the Faizpur Congress calling for a nauonwide Aartal or gencral strike on 
Apnil 1, the day on which the new Consutution 1s to be maugurated The 
Committee trusts that the nation will respond Lo this call in full measure in order 
to demonstrate the will of the Indian pcopie to resist the umposition of this 
Constituuion It calls upon the Provincial and local Committees to work to this 
end and to invite the co-operation for this purpose of other organisations 
and groups 


Disciphinary Action 


There was a discussion about the disciplin acuion taken at the ume of the 
recent elections to the Provincial legislatures Tt was decided that the President 
was to review the cases If he thought necessary he may scnd any case for the 
consideration of the Working Commitice 


Shn S A Dange's resignation from the membership of the All India 
Congress Commiuttce conveycd i his letter to the President was accepted The 
Maharashtra PCC was to filf up the vacancy according to the Constitution 


Jalianwala Bagh 


A Committee consisting of Shris Bhulabha: Desai and Govind Ballabh Pant 
was appointed to consider and report what sips be taken in regard to the 
Jalhanwala Bagh Memonal Fund and properues 


14 
Delhi, Working Committee Meeting, 15-22 March 1937! 


Parliamentary Sub-Committee of the Working Committee 


The Working Committee appoints a Parliament Sub-Commntice of the 
followmg membcrs to be inclosc and constant touch with the work of the Congress 
Parties in all the legislatures in the provinces to edvise them in all their activities 
and to take necessary action in any case of emergency 


Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and Shri 
Rajendra Prasad 


‘ibid , pp 271 77 
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Note The Parliamentary Sub-Commiuttce was also to deal with the queshion of 
by-elections m the provinces and in the Central Assembly in co 
operation with the Provincial Executive Councils 


Ministerlal Offices and Membership of Congress Executives 


In the event of any offices of ministers being accepted by Congress men, the 
Working Commutice considers it advisable that such munisters should not 
continue to remain members of Congress Execuuve Committees But they may 
retain membcrship of gencral bodics like the AICC and PCCs 


Pledge 


The following pledge was drawn up for non Congress members of the 
legislaturcs who desired to yom the Congress party 1n the different legislatures 


Pledge 
Province 
Constituency 
Y am a member of the Indian National Congress at I desire to 


become a member of the Congress Parhamcentary Party in 


T declare that I will follow the pnneiples and pohcy laid down by the 
Congress or by any competent authonty on its behalf and will conform to 
the rules and direcuons duly issued from umc to ume as well as to the 
instruchions issued by the parly organisauon im the Assembly /Council for 
the guidance of the members thercof 


T also undertake to resign my seat whenever I am called upon to do so by 
acompetent Congress authority 


Signature 
Excise Duty on Sugar 


The Working Commuttee has heard with surpnse of the recent increase 1n 
excise duty on Indian suger by the Government of India and the Viceroy 1n the 
tecth of the opposiuon of the Assembly and against the declared opimon of every 
single elected Indian member This Committee condemns this inhuman sicp 
which 1s dcummcntal to the intcrests of the consumers and manufacturers alike at 
a time when sugar industry 1s faced with a cnsis and the harvesting scason 1s 
approaching its end The Committee is particularly perturbed as this additional 
duty 1s bound to aggravate the difficulues of the agricultunsis, spectally inthe U P 
and Bihar where sugarcane 1s the solitary marketable crop which enables them to 
some extent, to mect the heavy demands that are made on them It appeals to the 
manufacturers to revise their decision to close ther factones before their normal 
ume and to keep them working ull the standing cane within the zone of every 
factory has becn exhausted and expects that the railways will at least reduce 


ele the rates of freight on sugarcane as a special case for the next three 
months 
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Central Parliamentary Committee 


The Central Parhamentary Committee submitted the report of its work m 
connection with the Provincial elections to the Working Committee The 
Committee passed the followimg appreciatory resoluuuon about its work. 


‘The oele Committee desires to record its grateful appreciation of 
the labours of the Central Parliament ommittee under the 
chairmanship of Sardar Vallabhbha Patel ese labours have already 
received reward in the splendid election results throughout India’ 


National Week 


The Working Committee draws the attention of all Congress men and 
Congress Committees to the approaching National Weck, Apmil 6th to 13th and 
trusts that it will be suitably celebrated throughout the country 


The All India Convention 


The Committee considered the procedure to be mn laid down for the All India 
Convenuon 


It was decided thal a subjects committee consisung of the Leaders, Secretaries 
and other office bearers of the Congress partics m the Central and Provincial 
Legislatures with acertam number of the members of the AICC representing the 
provinces im proporuon of their strength on the AICC together with a number of 
nominees of the President from among the members of the AICC be formed to 


discuss the procedure to be adopted and the resoluuon to be moved at the All 
India Convention 


A_ pledge was also drawn up by the Working Commutce for the members of 
the Convention 


Congress men Accepting Ministries in Minority Provinces 


Tt was decided that any Congress man accepung office in an vince 
where the Congress had failed to get the majority made himself hable to 
disciplnary action 


Salaries of Ministers, Speakers and Advocate Generals 


Apart from free provision to be made by the State for residence and 
conveyance, the salames of ministers, spcakers and advocate gencrals shall not 
exceed rupces five hundred per month, as laid down 1n the Karachi resoluuon of 
Fundamental Rights and Economic Programme 


Members Against whom Disciplinary Action had been taken 


The Committee decided that if a Congress men against whom disciplinary 
achon had been taken desired to rejoin the Congress party 1n the legislatures, he 
was not to be immediatcly admitted but was to be asked to wait and justly his 
conversion by work before he was admuticd to the party 


Labour Members Returned on Congress Tickets 
It was decided that even when such members formed themselves 1n a labour 


group, they must conform to the Congress discipline as Iong as they formed 
part of the Congress party in the legislature 
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AICC Membership List from the Punjab and Bengal 


In place of the old names of the members of the AICC the Commitee 
accepted the new list from the Punjab sent by the Secretary, Punjab PCC 


The method of counung votes in the AJCC elections adopted by the Bengal 
PCC was not recognised as proporhonal votung by single transicrable vote 
Therefore a recounung was authorised If the old votung papers were not in 
existence, new elecuons would be necessary 


Election of Leaders of Congress Parties in Bombay and Utkal 


On a representation signed BY some members of the Songress party of the 
Bombay Legislature, SrAW mie e attenuon of the Working Committee to the 
agitation carricd on 1n some Bombay papers in connection with clection of Shn 
BG Kher as leader of the Congress party the Committee called Shn K F 
Nanman and heard him at Icngth and went into the matter fully The Committce 
issued the following statement in this behalf 


‘A representation signed by 40 members of the Congress party of the 
Bombay Legislature, who were present in Delhi for the Convention was 
received by the President In this they drew the attention of the Working 
Commiutce to an agitauon cared on im certain Bombay newspapers in 
connection with the election of Mr Kher as leader of the Party 


‘It was pomtcd out therein that whereas Mr Khcr had been unanimously 
chosen as the leader and entrusted with authonty to appoint othcr office 
bearers, wresponsible umputalions, charges and insinuations were being 
made mn respect of elecuon The signatones requcsted the President to 
issue a statement deprecatung this agitation interfering with the free, 
deliberate and unanimous choice of the Pasty, as the encouragement of such 
agitation would be highly detrimental to the public life of the country and the 
cause of the Indian National Congress Scvcn other members presented a 
separate letter to the same effect 


‘The Working Committce has noted with great surprise and pain the 
agitauion that 1s being carmed on in the Bombay Press Besides the press 
agitation a number of telegrams and other communications were received by 
the President from individuals and groups in Bombay 1n the same connection 


‘The Working Committce went fully into the matter and heard Mr K F 
Nanman at great length The Committee 1s convinced that there 1s no reason 
whatsoever to interfere with the free and deliberate and unanimous choice that 
the Bombay Congress Party in the Legislature, after fully considering ail 
matters has made The Committee is convinced also that the agitation against 
the decision 1s wholly groundless and 1t has no hesitation in condemning 1 as 
detrimental to the public life of the province and injunous to the cause of the 
Congress Had the Working Committee found any reason to believe that the 
election had been influenced by the improper conduct on the part of anybody 
or that the choice was madé under any undue pressure from Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel as alleged it would have certainly ordered a fresh election 


There 1s not the shghtest ground however for doing this No less than 48 
mempbcrs who werc phan m Delhi for the Convention have given a signed 
declaration to the effect that the choice of Mr Kher was free and unanimous 
The Commutec therefore, confirming said election, carnestly appeals to the 
re and other persons concerncd to stop this agitauon against what has been 

inally decided upon by the party that had to elcct its leader after considering 
the matter from all points of view We hold that the carrying on of any further 
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agitation would amount to seeking to terrorise the Party and call upon all 
those who are interested m and are in sympathy with the aims and objects of 
the Congress to discourage such activities * 


Utkal 


The Committee considered the letter of Shn Nilkantha Das together with 
the representation from some members of the Congress Party m Utkal about 
the elecuon of Sr1 Biswanath Das as leader of the Congress Party in the Utkal 
legislature 


The Committee decided that it was neither proper nor advisable to interfere 
with the decision of the party It also advised Sri Nilkantha Das to continue as a 
member of the Central Assembly and not to seck elechon to the Provincial 
Assembly 


Jallianwala Bagh Memorial Fund 


The Committce confirmed the resolution of the Jallianwala Bagh Fund 
Committee, a nung Shri Jawaharlal Nehru as aTrustee to fill up the vacancy 
causcd by the death of the Late Pandit Moulal Nehru 


The Commuttce also confirmed the appomunent of Shri Jamnalal Bayay as 
the third Trustee of the Fund 


Publication Department Budget 


The following budget for the period from November 16, 1936 to Septernber 30 
1937 was sancuoncd 








income 

Rs 
Sale of books 2,500 
Deficit 700 
Total 3 200 

Expenditure 

Rs 
About 8 to 10 publications 2000 copies each 3,000 
Postage 200 





Total 3,200 
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Allahabad, Working Committee Meeting, 26-29 A pril 1937! 


The followmg resoluuons were passed 


Congress Ministries 


The Working Committee approves of and endorses the action that the leaders 
of the Congress Parliamen Parties in the provinces took, in pursuance of 
the AICC Saicd March 18, 1937, on bemg mviied by the Governors in their 
respechive provinces to help them in the formation of ministries 


In view of the fact that 1f 1s contended by British ministers that 11 1s not 
competent for the Governors, without amendment of the Act, to give the 
assurances required by the Congress for enabling the Congress leadcrs to form 
ministnes, the Commuttee wishes to make ut clear that the resolution of the 
AICC did not contemplate any amendment of the Act for the purpose of 
the required assurances The orking Committee morcover 1s advised by 
emiment jumsts that such assurances can be given stnctly within the 
conshitution 


The Working Committee considers that the pronouncements of the policy 
of the Briush Government made by Lord Zetland and Mr Butler are utterly 
inadequate to mect the requirements of the Congress, are misleading and 
mumisterpret the Congress attitude Further the manner and the setting in which 
such pronouncements have been made are discourtcous to the Congress 
The past record of the Briush Government as well as its present attitude 
show that without specific assurances as required by the Congress, popular 
munistnes will be unable to function properly and without umtating interference 
The assurances do not contemplate the abrogation of the mght of the 
Governor to dismiss a ministry or dissolve a Provincial Assembly whcn 
serious differences of opinion anse between the Governor and his ministers 
But this Commutteehas grave objection to munisters having to submit to 
interference by Governors” with the alternative of themselves having to resign 
their office instead of the Governors taking responsibility of dismissing them 


Work Outside Legislatures 


Owing to the deadlock created by the refusal of Governors to give the 
assurances asked on behalf of the Congress enabling acceptances of office by 
Congress members of the legislatures, various quesuons have been addressed to 
the Working Committee by Congress Icaders m the Provinces as to the attitude 
Congress men should adopt towards the so-called mimistnes formed by the 
Governors 1n the provinces concerned The Working Committee 1s of opinion that 
the formation of these ministries by the Governors 1s unconstitutional, 
Tepugnant to the conception of autonomy and im_total defiance of the 
overwhelming public opinion in each of those provinces The Working Committee 
1s further of opimion that those who have accepted munisterships in these 
circumstances have by their unpatnotic conduct rendered a disservice to the 
county The Committee advises that public meetings be held denouncing the 
action of these so-called ministers and challenging them to face the legislatures 
and jusufy their conduct But the Commutice is of opinion that hostile black 
flag demonswations and the like should be avoided 


“bid pp 278 82 
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Congress men should realise that parhamen work 1s but a minor part of 
the national programme and that the great objective of complete mdependence 
can only be secured by sustained efforts by every Congress man and 
Congress woman 1n carrying out the programme outside the legislatures as 
lad down from ume to tume In furtherance of ts objective, members of 
the legislatures should establish hving touch with the electors m their 
respective conslituencies and carry the message of the Congress and commend 
to them the constructive programme including the use of khaddar to the 
exclusion of mill cloth, the local production of khaddar in villages by hand 
spinning and hand weaving creating pubhe opmion in favour of total 
prohibition promotion of communat umty by collective and individual effort 
and the eradication of the evil of untouchability in every form 


Contact with Non-Congress Ministries 


Resolved that no Congress membcr of the Provincial Legislatures shall have 
any dealings or mterviews with the so-called mimsters who have been 
unconstitutionally appointed in provimces where Congress commands a majority 
and the ministries in other provinces, except with the express permiss:on of the 
Leadcr of the Congress party 


Zanzibar 


The Working Committee feels deeply concerned over the publicauon of the 
reccnt draft Bills by the Zanzibar Govemment perpetuating complete mtcrnal 
and extemal monopoly of dealing m cloves in the hands of a close corporauon 
pracucally excluding the Indians thercfrom and dcpnving them of all means of 
recovering theur just and legitimate ducs from the clove-growers and inflicting a 
deathblow upon the vital economic interests of the Indian people im Zanzibar ' 
The passing of these decrees 1s sure to crealc a grave situauion in Zanzibar and 
this Committee 1s informed that the exasperated Indian community may have 
to resort to passive resistance for the restoration and preservation of their 
legiumate nghts 


In the opimion of this Committee these measures are in direct violation of 
the jusi rights of the Indians and of the Zanzibar treaties of 1816 and 1898 which 
guarantee security of property for Indians and prohibit the establishment of 
clove monopoly 


It is the further considered opinion of this Committee that this Icgislation, 
though ostensibly designed to bencfit the Arab clove growers, 1s really 
intendcd to assist the British capitalists denying the just claims of Indians who 
have raised Zanzibar to its prcsent prospcrous, stable, agncultural position 


This Committee assures our countrymen overseas m Zanzibar of its 
sympathy 1n their present situauvon, extends 11s support in their struggles and 1s 
of opimon that retaliatory measures should be taken forthwith by the Indian 
Government 


'The question had been earlier raised in the Indian Legislative Assembly on 23 August 1937 

in the form of S Satyamurt’s motion of adjournment seeking to protect Indian interest in 
Zanzibar Jinnah also spoke on the subject In his speech Jinnah did not subsembe to the 
allegation of racial considerations’ advanced by the leader of the 7, bacon and was ‘not 
convinced’ thatthe Iiouse ‘should pass a vote of censure against the Government ” ile voted 
against Stayamurm s monon Sce Wahecd Ahmad, (cd ), Quaid : Azam Mohammad Ak 
Jinnah Speeches opcit.,pp 234-40 
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The Jute Mill Strike 


The Working Committee views with alarm and concem the grave situation 
of the Jute workers of Calcutta who have becn conducting a heroic struggle 
for the last twelve weeks for the recognition of their ctementary neh to form a 
umon and for securing redress of their legitumate gnevances ¢ Jute workcrs' 
siugeic has assumed a great national importance The stmke has made rapid 
strides and today something hke two hundred thousand workers are 
involved im it. 


The Commiuttce offers its heartfelt sympathy to the strikers and expresses 
ats admiration for the determined and peaceful manner in which they are 
struggling against the combined forces of employers and the Government 


The Committee puts on record its sense of disappointment at the attitude 
of the employers who by refusing to satisfy the reasonable demands of the 
workers are prolonging the stnke and dccpcning the miscry of the stnkers 


The Commuttee 1s of opimmion that it 1s the wumperative duty of the 
Government lo intervene in the conflict and to secure speedy settlement of the 
dispute on the basis of the recogmuon of Workers’ nghts and satusfacuon of their 
just demands The Committec, however, notes with regret that the Government ts 
taking the side of the employers in this Supule and places on record its strong 
condemnation of the repressive policy of the Government which secks lo 
suppress the workers’ struggle by promulgation of prolubitory ordcrs under 
Section 144, Cr PC, arrest of labour leaders and workers and vanous acts of 
police and military violence The Commiutice, 1n particular, records its strongest 
protest at the reported entry of the police and military into the workcrs quartcrs 
the assault on one of the Labour Membcrs of the Bengal Legislauve Assembly, 
the prohibition of these members including the President of the Trade Umon 
Congress from enterimg their constitucncies and the firing on unarmed workcrs 
including little boys 


Italy and Abyssinia 


The Working Committee expresses its abhorrence of the brutal massacre of 
peaceful masses of Ethiopians by Italian mtruders and offers its sympathy to 
the victims of Fascist :mpcrialism 


The Working Committee takes strong exception to the closing of the 
Mohammed Ali Stores in Abyssima and regards ths as an act of grave injusuce 
The Commitice is of opmion that the Itahan Government should withdraw this 
ban and grant adequate compensation to the owncrs of the stores 


Organising Secretary 


Shn Jawamdas Daulatram was appointed the Organising Secretary for the 
whote of India in tcerms of the Faizpur Congress resolnuon on Mass Contacts 


Labour Committee 


The last years Labour Commitice consisting of Shns Jaramdas Daulatram, 


Shankerlal Banker, V VY Gin, MR Masan: and J.B Knpalani (Convener) was 
reappointed 
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Wardha, Working Committee Meeting, 5-8 July 19371 


1 Faizpur Congress Surplus 


Resolved that half of the balance of Rs 24,689 11 9 Icft over from the Faizpur 
session of the Congress be paid to the AICC office and the other half be retained by 
the Maharashtra PCC 


AICC Funds 


Resolved that out of the balance of Rs 93,727 3 9 to the credit of the AICC 
office with Messrs Bachhraj & Co, Rs 25 000 be kept for current expenses 
and the rest be invested by the Treasurer, Shn Jamnalal Bajaj, in consultauon 
with Shri Bhulabhai Desai 


Auditors 


As the firm of Messrs Chotalal and Agarwal, the Congress auditors, has 
been dissolved and the two partners Mr Chotalal H Shah and Mr Narayanlal 
jearwal have startcd separate firms of their own, resolved that both the firms 
of Messrs Chotalal H Shah & Co and Messrs Narayanlal Agarwal & Co be 
appointed as Honorary Auditors of the Congrcss 


By-Election of Delegates 


On areference beimg made from Bombay, the Committee reiterated 11s decision 
that the by-election of delegatcs 1s to be regulated by its resolution passed at 
Wardha June-July 1936, which runs thus 


‘7 In a constituency where for any tcason a by elecuon of a delegate 
becomes necessary the mcmbers entitled to vote and be candidates for such 
a vacancy shall be, 


(a) those included 1n the list menuioned in Art (VI)(a) and 
(b) new membcrs enrolled since the closing of the said lst and three 
months prior to the by-clecuon * 


Election of Leader in Bombay & Shri Nariman'‘s Correspondence with the 
President 


The Committee issued the following press communique 


‘Shri K F Nariman having made representations to the President in his 
letter dated May 13, June 3, July 3 and July 2, he was invited to come in 
Ron to make matters clear and explam what he desired to be done Shri 

ariman appcared before the Working Committee on July 8 and intimated 
to them that he had not intended w ask im his letters for the reopening of 
the subject by the Working Committee and he definitely stated that he did 
not cack any reopening of the Committec's decision of March 20 and that 
he accepts 1t as finally deciding the question He further stated that he 
does not want any other matter referred to in the correspondence to be 
inquired into by the Committee * 


1A Me andSG Zaid, The Encyclopaedia of the Indian National Congress, Vol XI, 
pp 
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Office Acceptance in Provinces with Congress Majorities 


The following resoluuon was passed 


The All India Congress Committee, at 11s meeting held m Dcthi on 
March 18, 1937, passed a resolution affirming the basic Congress policy 
in regard to the new Constitution and layimg down the programme to be 
followed inside and outside the legislatures by Congress members of such 
legislatures It further directed that in pursuance of that policy pcrmission 
should be given for Congress men to accept office m provinces where the 
Congress commanded a mayjorily m the legislature, and the leader of the 
Congress Party was satusfied and could state publicly that the Governor 
would not use his special powers of interference, or sct aside the advice of 
mumisters m regard to their consntuuonal acuviues In accordance with 
these direcuons the ieadcrs of Congress Partuues, who were imvited by 
Governors to form ministries, asked for the necessary assurances These not 
having been given, the leaders expressed thew mability to undertake the 
formation of mimstnes But since the mceung of the Working Committee on 
Apnl 28 last, Lord Zetland Lord Stanlcy and the Viceroy have made 
declarations on this issue on behalf of the Bnush Government The 
Working Committee has carefully considered these declarauons and 1s of 
opinion that though they exhibit a desire to make an approach to the 

‘congress demand they fall short of the assurances demandcd 1n terms of 
AICC resoluuon as mterpreted by the Working Committee resolution of 
Apnl 28 Again the Working Commiuttce 1s unable to subscribe to the 
doctrine of partnership propounded m some of the aforesaid declarations 
The proper descnption of the existing relationship between the Bnush 
Government and the people of India 1s that of the exploitcr and the cxploited, 
and hence they have a different outlook upon almost everything of vital 
umportance The Committee feels however thal the situaucn created as the 
result of the ciurcumstanccs and events that have since occurred, warrants 
the belef that it will not be easy for the govemors to use their special 
powers The Committce has morcover considcrcd the views of Congress 
members of the Icguslatures and of Congress men gencrally 


The Committee has therefore come to the conclusion and resolves that 
Congress men be permitted to accept office where they may be invited 
thereto But it desires to make 1 clear that office 1s to be accepted and 
ullised for the purpose of working in accordance with the lines laid down 
in the Congress election manifesto and to further in every possible way 
the Congress policy of combating the new Act on the one hand and of 
prosecuuing the constructive programme on the other 


The Working Committee 1s confident that 1t has the support and 
backing of the AICC im this decision and that this resolution 1s im 
furtherance of the general policy laid down by the Congress and the AICC 
The Committee would have welcomed the opportunity of taking the 
direcuon of the AICC in this matter but it is of opmmon that dclay m 
taking 4 decision at this stage would be injurious to the country s imtcrests 
and would create confusion im the public mind at a time when prompt and 
decisive action 1s necessary 


All India Parlhhamentary Sub-Committee—Division of Work 


The All India Congress Parhamentary Sub-Commuttce met at Wardha on 
July 8, 1937, and passed the following resolunon 


Resolved that in cases of emergency, members named below be authonsed 
to deal with matters coming within the purview of the Sub Committee 1n the 
Provinces menuoned against their names respecuvely 
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Shr Vallabhbha: Patel 


1 Bombay Presidency, comprising the Congress Provinces of Gujarat, 
Maharashtra, Bombay City and Kamatak 

2 Madras Presidency, comprising the Congress Provinces of Andhra, 
Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Kamatak 

3 Central Provinces, comprising the Congress Provinces of Nagpur, 
Mahakoshal and Berar 

4 Sindh 


Shn Abul Kalam Azad 


J Bengal, 2 United Provinces,3 Punjab and4 North West Frontier 
Province 


Shn Rajendra Prasad 
1 Bthar,2 Orissaand3 Assam 


17 
Wardha, Working Committee Meeting, 14-17 August 1937! 


Hunger Strike in the Andamans 


The situation created by the hunger stnke of the political prisoners m the 
Andamans was discussed Shris Shibnath Banerj1 and Debcndra Sen, who had 
come to Wardha to represent the prisoners’ causc, were invited by the Committee 
to participate m the deliberations Shn Tuls: Goswami, the Dcputy Leader of 
the Congress seni Party 1n Bengal, was also present during the discussion 
The Commitice passed the following resoluuon 


‘The Working Committee has learnt with the decpest concer of the hunger 
stinke of hundreds of poliucal prisoners m the Andaman Islands The 
Committee has long been of opinion that the use of the Islands as a al 
seticment, more especially for political prisoners, 1s barbarous Official 
enquiries and reports have already condemned such use and non official 
opinion has unanimously demanded that no prisoners be sent there Repeated 
hunger strikes by the itical prisoners have demonstrated their desperation 
at the continuance of conditions which they cannot bear, and the present 
hunger strike has brought matters to a head and grave consequences are 
feared Public opinion all over India is agitated and stroniply in favour of the 
relcase of the political pnsoners therc as they have already undergone many 
years of umprisonment under conditions which are far worse than those 
prevailing in Indian prisens 


‘The Committee’s attenuon has been drawn to the public statement issued 
by some ex prisoners, who were ull recently impmsoned in the Andaman 
Islands and have been now released, in which they have stated on their own 
behalf and on behalf of the other political prisoncrs there, their dissociation 
from and disapproval of the pohcy of terrorism They have frankly stated that 
they have come to realise that such a pohcy 1s wrong and injunous to the 
national cause and tncy propose to have nothing to do with h S statement 
has been confirmed from other sources also 
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‘In view of all these circumstances the Committee is emphatically of 
opinion that the political prisoners in the Andamans should be discharged 

he committee 1s further of opimon that the non-political pnsoners 1n the 
Andamans should be repatmiated and the penal settlement in the Islands 
closed Any delay in taking adequate action 1s likely to lead to alarming 
consequcnces 


*The Committee appeals to the prisoners in the Andamans to give up their 
hunger stnke ° 


In pursuance of the last paragraph of the resolution the President sent a telegram 
to the prisoners on hunger stnke, through the Home Sccretary to the Government 
of India, appealing to them, on behalf of the Committee, to give up their hunger 
stnke 


To this following reply was received 


‘Government of India thank you for your telegram of yesterda’s date the 
text of which is being communicated to Andamans prisoners " 


Bengal, Punjab and Sindh Representation 


The Committee mvited Shri Tulsi: Goswam: (Bengal), Shri Gopichand 
Bhargava (Punjab) and Dr Choithram Gidwam (Sindh) to place before it, the 
Parliamentary situation in and the views of their respective provinces The 
subjects discussed were (1) The formation of Congrcss ministnes m minonity 
provinces (2) Salaries and allowanccs of members (3) Social intercourse 
(4) Congrcss programme and policy in the minority provinces 


About ministines mn manormty provinces the Commntice after discussing the 
posiuon in Bengal, Assam and North West Fronuer Provinces passed the 
tollowimg rcsoluvon 


‘The Working Commitice, having hcard representalions from_Bengal, 
desires to make it clear thal there 1s nothing to prevent 4 minority Congress 
Party in a Provincial Assembly co operaung with other groups in the 
Assembly for gencral or specific Oa in connection with the 
parlhamentary work in the Icgislatures But such co-operation must not 
involve any sacnfice of Congrcss principlcs or policy and should arm at 
strengthening the Congress opposition in such legislaturcs It should be 
borne im mind, however, iat such co operation docs not involve 
commitments regarding the possible formation of a ministry to which the 
Congress 18 a party In regard to the day to-day work of the Congress 
Parties the Leaders of the Parues have been givcn ample latitude subject 
to the gcneral policy as laid down by the Working Committee 


Salaries and Allowances 


The following resolution was passed both for the majority and minority 
provinces 


‘The Working Committee 1s of opinion that, in accordance with Congress 
policy, salarics and allowances of ministers and others should be reduced 
to the lowest possible limit consistently with efficicncy The Committee 
realises however that the immediate and full application of the principle 
1s not casy, and it m y not be possible to smtroduce the desired changes at 
this stage In view of varying circumstances m the diffcrent provinces, 
the Committee does not wish to lay down hard and fast rules and wishes to 
Icave a large measure of discretion in this matter to the Congress Ministries 
The Commuitice trusts that the Ministries will keep in mind the basic policy 
of the Congress 1n the matter of salaries and allowances and will ways 
endeavour to conform to 1 to the greatest extent possible 
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The Committe, however lays down the follwing general rules for the guidance 
of Congress Mimstnes 


1 Congress Ministers’ salaries should in no event exceed Rs 500 
month House allowance Rs 100 amonth and motor car allowance Rs F550 
a month Thus the total allowances for house and car should not exceed 
Rs 250 In the event of a Minister not requiring a house allowance 
because he has a house of his own, this allowance should not be drawn 

Ministers who do no wish to draw any allowances need not do so 


The State may provide cars for Ministers but no such special provision 
need be made unless 111s considcred neccssary 


2 The salanes and allowances, if necessary, of parliamentary 
secretarics are Icft to the discreuon of Congress Ministries 


3 Members The Prescnt scale of payment of daily allowances and 
travelling expenses 1s heavy and has to be completely overhauled It may 
be difficult to bnng about this complete overhaul mrmmediatcly but in 
any event travelling expenses should be charged at the rate of double 
third class fare 


Tf 111s desired to keep the prescnt scale of daily allowance for the days of 
attendance at an Assembly session, no change nccd be madk for the present 
But in no event should this exceed Rs 10 a day, there being no additional 
payment by way of salary 


If, on the other hand, it 1s desired to inueduce system of paying salaries 
to members, this may be donc, provided that such salary shall not excecd 
Rs 75 a month In addition to such salary an allowance not excceding 
Rs 2 8 0a day may be givcn to members for the days of attendance at 
an Asscmbly session or Committee mecung 


Even if a systcm of paying salarics to the members 1s introduced, such 
membcrs as do not require these salanes should not draw them 


4 In the provinces where these standards cannot be applied as non 
Congress Mimstnes have already fixed much highcr salarics and 
allowances, Congress members of those Icgislaturcs should only accept 
payment for themsclves in accordance with the above direchion They 
may however draw the full sums allowcd by the rulcs and hand over 
the balance to the All India Congress Commutice through the Party 
Leadcr This amount should be kept in a special fund earmarked for the 
province concerned 


Social Intercourse 


The Committee's instructions in this behalf for mmonty provinces were that 
invitations for social functions where official business was not the main 
eel poe should be reyected Where social intercourse was merely an accident 
and busincss was the main purpose of a gathering, the function could be attended 
The Commitice’s previous instrucuon that the leader of the party be consulted 
in doubiful cascs held good 


The Committee also approved of the following imstruction recenly issued by 
the President of the All India Parliamentary Sub-Committce 


‘All members of the Congress paris 1n the Legislatures should avoid as 
hitherto, official functions like receptions, farewells to incoming and 
outgoing Govemors, etc The Prime Ministers should make ut clear thal no 
discourtesy or disrespect is intendcd and therefore they need not be invited 
on these occasions 
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‘It should be made absolutely clear that while the Ministers will aim at 
working 1n aspintof utmost harmony with the services, they can take no part 
in social functions like parties or dinners The very poverty of the land 
precludes their ane part in amenibes of this nature Smetly official 
relations should therefore be maintained throughout * 


Congress Policy and Programme in Minority Provinces 


The Committece’s advice to the minonty provinces on this was that as many bills 
and resolutions cmbodying the Congress policy and programme as possible should 
be introduced by their party members This will educate and familarise the public 
with Congress auns and policics 


Prohibition 


Inasmuch as Prohibition has been one of the chief planks of the Congress 
since the mauguration of the NC O movement m 1930, and thousands of men 
and women have had to suffer impnsonment and physical injury 1n furtherance of 
this cause, the Working Commitice 1s of opimon that it is incumbent upon the 
Congress Mimsincs to work to this end The Committee expects them to bring 
about total prohibition in their respccuve provinces withing three years The 
Working Committee appeals to the Minisirics in the othcr provinces and to the 
Indian States also to adopt this programme of moral and social uplift of the people 


Expert Committees 


The Working Commitice recommends to the Congress Ministries the 
appointment of a Commuttce of Experts to consider urgent and vital problems 
the solution of which 1s necessary to any scheme of national reconstruction 
and social planning Such solution will require extensive survcys and the collection 
of data, as well as a clearly dcfined social objective Many of these problems 
cannot be dealt with effectively on a provincial basis and the imterests of 
adjoming provinces are mtcrlinked Comprchensive river surveys are neccussary 
for the formulation of a policy to prevcnt disastrous floods, to utilize the watcr 
for purposes of iurigation to consider the problkm of soil erosion to 
eradicate malana, and for the development of hydroelectme and other 
schemes For this purpose the whole river valley will have to be surveyed and 
investigated, and large scale state planning resortcd to The development and 
control of mdusines require also joint and coordinated acuon on the part of 
several provinces The Working Commuttce advises therefore that, to begin 
with, an mterprovincial commutucc of experts be appomtd to consider the 
general nature of the problems to be faced, and to suggest how, and in what order, 
these should be tackled This Expert Commitice may suggest the formation of 
special committees or boards 10 consider cach such problem scparatcly and lo 
advise the provincial governments concerned as lo the joint acuon to be 
undertaken 


In particular the Working Committee wishes to draw the altenuon of the 
governments of the U P and Bihar to the urgent neccssity of taking immediate 
achon in regard to the sugar industry, in ordcr to prevent a repetation of recent 
happenings which brought calamity and widespread miscry to the cane growers in 
these two provinces © two Governments concerned should take immediatc 
Sicps 10 appoint a committee, consisting of experts and those concemed with 
the industry, to investigate the problems and suggest ways and means to control 
and co ordinate the industry and to utilze such by-products as are being 
wasted today The minimum price of cane should be fixed and the anterests or cane 
growers protected by encouraging their organisation and in other ways The 
attention of other provinces 1s ales drawn to this problem of the sugar industry 


The question of a moratorium in regard to debt also involves nterprovincial 
consideration 
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The Committee was also of the view that the Congress provinces should 
appoint committees of their own to deal with ther particular and peculiar 
problems The Munsters deahng with parucular departments should also 
meet in conference to consider the problems arising in thear particular departments 


AICC Office 


The Committee suggested the addition of one more department to the AICC 
Office to keep in touch with the Governments of the six Congress provinces and 
find out their difficulties and render them help and advice with a view to bring about 
as much coordinauon between the provinces and the AICC as possible 


Ministerial Offices 


The Committee’s resolution passed at Del March last about Ministenal 
Offices and Membership of Congress Executives 1s to apply not only to Ministers 
but also to Speakers, Presidents of Councils and Parhamentary Secretanes 


Delhi resolution ‘In the event of any offices of Ministers being accepted 
Dy Congress men, the Working Commitice considers 1t advisable that such 

misters should not continue t remain members of Congress Executive 
Committees But they may retam membership of general bodies hke the AICC 
and the PCCs " 


Zanzibar 


The Committee expresses again its full sympathy with Indians in Zanzibar 
in their brave struggle against the new decrees which are sure to result in 
ruining Indian inecrests in Zansibar and the intcmal and export trade of the Indian 
community which has been settled for so long in the country_and which has 
helpcd greatly in promoung the poepeny of iba The Commuiee 1s of 
opmion that tn ordcr to give adequate help im this Arete and protect Indian 
mteresis in Zansibar it 1s essential that an cmbargo be laid on the unport of cloves 
into India The Commutice further calls upon the people to refram from the use of 
cloves unul the ncw decrees are rescindcd by the Zanzibar Government 


Meerut District 


The Commutice considered the letter of the Meerut District Congress 
Committce and resolved that in view of the desire of the Mcerut DCC to join the 
UPPCC and further because it appears that the UP 1s agreeable to this and the 
Delhr PCC has preferred no objection in spite of opportunity given, the 
committee 1s of opinion that the proposed change 1s desirable and recommends 
accordingly to the AICC This change will necessitate certain consequenual 
changes in the constitution and in the number of dck- gates and members of 
the AICC allotted to the two provinces Further the transfer of Meerut to UP may 
make it desirable for Muzaffarnagar also to be transferred to UP These 
mattcrs should be considcrcd in all their bearings and reference made to the 
pares concemed 1n regard to them so that the AICC may bc 1n a position to decide 
the malttcr finally 


Labour Committee 


Shn Jaiprakash Narain was appointed as an additional member of the Congress 
Labour Commitice 


Shri Nariman’s Case 


The President informed the Committee that he had inumated Shn K F Nariman 
that he had full permission to have whatever inquiry he wanted and the Working 
Committee will not object to this 
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President’s Gift 


Shn Jawaharlal Nehru informed the Commutice that he had decided formally 
to transfer to the nation the ownership of all caskets, public addresses and other 
articles he had received dunng his various tours in India, Burma, Malaya and 
Ceylon The collection includes caskets, etc, received by the late Pandit 
Motilal Nehru as well as Shnmati Kamala Nchm The articles al present are 
kept in the Municipal Museum Allahabad The Museum authorites have been 
given the articles for display and safe custody on the clear understanding that as 
soon as a national muscum is started by Congress, the exhibits will be handed 
over to thal museum The articles include one gold casket received from the 
Indian community of Singapur, a large number of silver lacquers and other 
caskcts and some personalia belonging to the late Pandit Motilal Nehru 


The Commiuttce gratcfully acceptcd the collection for the nation and recorded its 
thanks for the valuable gift 


Budha-Gaya Temple 


The Committee was of the opinion that the Budha Gaya Temple, exclusive of 
the property attachcd to 1t and in possession of the Budha Gaya Mahani, should be 
undcr the managcment of a committce consisting both of Himdus and Indian, 
Burmese and Cyloncse Budhists Babu Rajendra Prasad was requested ance again 
to use his influence with the Budha-Gaya Mahant to accept the arrangement 
sugecsicd by the Working Comnuutce 
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Calcutta, Working Committee Meeting, 26 October- 
1 November 1937! 


Resolutions for the AICC 


The Committee recommended resolutions on the followmg subjects for 
adopuon by the AICC 


a le Memonial Swaray Fund, (2) Condolence—Shn Manilal Kothan, (3) 
Dr Rabindranath Tagore’s Recover » (4) Ranficanon of Working Commitice 
Resolution on Office Acceptance, (S) Federation, (6) Japan’s Aggression in China 
(7) Midnapore Congress Orgamisation (8) Dcetenus and Andamans Prisoncrs, 
(9) Repression in Bengal and Punjab, (10) Indian Exiles Abroad, (11) Indians n 


Zanzibar, (12) Palestine, (13) Mecrut and Muvaffamagar Districts, (14) Slump m 
Cotton Prices 


Note—For the text of the resolutions sce the proceedings of the AICC 
The following further resolutions were passed by the Commitice 
Minorrty Rights 


The Congress has solemnly and repeatedly declared its policy in regard to the 
mghts of the minontcs in India and has stated that 1t considcrs 1t 1s duty to 
protect these nghts and ensure the widest Possible scope for the development 
of thise minorntes and their parucspauion in the fullest measure in the politcal, 
economic and cultural life of the nation The objective of the Congress 1s an 
indcpendcnt and united India where no class or group or majomty or munorily 
he explout another to its own advantage, and where all the elements m 

e nation may co-operate together for the common good and the achicvement 
of the people of India This objecuve of unity and mutual co-operation in a 
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common freedom does not mean the suppression 1n any way of the rich variety and 
cultural diversity of Indian life, which have to be preserved in order to give freedom 


and opportunity to the individual as well as to cach group to develop unhindered 
according to its Capacity and inchnauon 


In view, however, of earch a having been made to misinterpret the Congress 
policy 1n this regard, the All India Congress Committee desire to reiterate this 
pohcy The Congress has included 1n its resoluuon on Fundamental Rights that 


1 Every citizen of India has the nght of free expression of opimon the 
nght of free association and combination, and the nght to assembie 


peacefully and without arms, for a purpose not opposed to law or 
morality 


nu Every ciuzen shall enjoy freedom of conscience and the right to freely 
profess and practise his religion, subycet to public order and morality 


wis The culture, tan guage and scnpt of the minonuces and of the different 
linguistic areas shall be protected 


iv All citrzens are equal before the law urespecuve of religion caste, 
crecd or sex 


v Nodisability attaches to any citiven by reason of his or herreligion, caste, 


creed or sex integard to public employment office of power or honour 
and in the exercise of any trade or calling 


vi All citzens have equal rights and dutics m regard to wells, tanks, roads, 
schools and places of pubhe resort, mamtained out of State, or local 
funds or dedicated by pnvate persons for the use of the gencral public 


vu The State shall observe neutrality in regard to all rehgions 
vin The franchise shall be on the basis of universal adult suffrage 


ix Every citizen is free to move throughout India and to stay and scttle in 
any part thcreof, to acquire property and to follow any trade or calling, 
and to be cated equally with regard lo Ic gal prosecution or protection 
in all parts of India 


These clauses of the Fundamental Rights resolution make 1 clear that there 
should be no interference m matters vu! conscience, rehgion, or culture, and a 
minority 1s enuuled to keep its personal law without any change 1n this respect 
being imposed by the majority 


The posiuon of the Congress in regard to the Communal Decision has been 
repeatedly made clear m Congress resoluuons and finally m the Election 

amfesto issucd last year The Congress 1s opposed to this decision as 11 1s 
anti-nalional, anti democratic and 1s a barner to Indian freedom and the 
development of Indian umty Neverthelcss the Congress has declared that a 
change in or supersession of Communal Dccision should only be biked 
about by the mutual agreement of the parties concerned The Congress has 
always welcomed and 1s prepared to take advantage of any opportunity to bring 
about such a change by mutual agreement 


In all matters affecting the mimonucs in India, the Congress wishes to proceed 
by their co-operation and through their goodwill in a common undertaking and 
for the realization of acommon aimm whichis the freedom and betterment of all 
the people of India 


Damodar Canal Tax 


The Working Committee sympathises with the brave struggle carned on by the 
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agriculturist population of the Damodar Canal area of Burdwan District against 
the imposition of an unjust and excessive tax for the supply of water from the 
Damodar Canal 


Punjab Unity Conference 


The Working Commute have fully considered the recommendations of the 
Executive of the Punjab Provincial Congress Committee in reper to Congress 
participation im _ the provincial Umity Conference and have heard the 
representatives of the PCC and of the Congress Party in the Punjab Assembly 
on this subject The Commitice appreciate the weight of the objections 
advanced by the Executive of the Punjab PCC and feel that, m view of the 
repression of political activity and the arrest of Congress men by the Punjab 
Government, and repeated attacks on the Congress by the Punjab Ministers, 11 
is difficult to extend any measure of co-opcration to that Government The 
Committee furhter realise that the withdrawal of prominent Sikh and other 
reprcscnialives from the Conference make any sausfactory settiemcnt by the 
Conference difficult of achievement Nevertheless the Commitice arc of opinion 
that the Congress should not withhold its co-operauon from any effort to solve 
communal problem Suchco operation should howcver, be offered on the basis of 
Congress principles and an agreement should be sought in accordance with those 
basic principles The Working Com nittce thercfore recommends that the 
Congress representatives on the Conference should remain there until further 
direcuons are given 


K F Nariman 


The Working Committee considered the report of Shn M_K Gandhi and 
Shn D N Bahadury: regarding the issucs raised by Shri K F Nanman The 
Commiuttce also considered the covering Ictter of Shn M K Gandhi and the 
Iwo Stalcments issued by Shn KF Nariman in regard to thc rcport of the Inquiry 
Committee The Committee are of opinion that in view of the findings in this 
report and his acceptance of thcm and his subsequent recantation, his conduct 
has been such as to prove him unworthy of holding any posiuon of trust and 
Tesponsibility in the Congress organisation 


In view of these facts the Working Committee directs that the report and the 
letters accompanying 11 bc published in the press 


Membership Year 
The Committec gave the following mterpretation of Article [II Clause (9) 


A Primary member who has enrolled himself in any particular ycar shall 
coniinuc to be on the electoral roll ull the next annual electoral roll 1s prepared 


It was also decidcd that between the penod of complcuon of the elcctoral roll 
and the next general elections the enrolment of pnmary members should stop 


Art VI (yg) 
Interpreting Article VI (g) the Committee decided that the number of primary 


members entitled to elect a delegate m any province should be the same and not 
vary from distinct to disinct 


N-W F Province 


As the Congress organisations in the Fronuer Province were under ban unul 
recently the Committee as an exceptional case extended the last date of the 
enrolmcnt of prunary members to December 15, 1937 
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The Bande Mataram Song 


The following statement was issued by the Working Committee with regard to 
the controversy about the national song Bande Mataram 


A controversy having recently arisen about the Bande Mataram song, the 
Working Commitice desire to explain the significance of this song This song 
appears in Bankim Chandra Chatteryi’s novel Anandamath but, ut has been 

inted out m his biography, that the song was written independcntly of and 
ong before the novel, and was subsequently mcorporated m it e€ son 
should thus be considered apart from the book It was set lo music by Rabindranath 
Tagore in 1896 The song and the words Bande Mataram were considered 
seditious by the British Government and were sought to be supprcssed by 
violence and mumidauion At a session of the Bengal Provincial Conference 
held in Barisal in April 1906, undcr the Presideniship of Shri A Rasul, a brutal 
lath charge was made by the police on the delegates and voluntecrs and the 
Bande ataram badges wom by them were violently tom off Some 
delegates were beaten so scrvercly as they cned Bande Mataram that they fell 
down scnscless Since then, during the past thirty years, mnumberable instances 
of sacnfice and suffernng all over the country have been associated with 
Bande Mataram and men and womcn have not hesitated to face death even with 
thal cry on their nips The song and the words thus became symbols of national 
resistance to British imperialism in Bengal especially and gencrally in other 
parts of India The words Bande Mataram txcame a slogan of power which 
inspircd our people, and a greeting which ever reminds us of our struggle for 
nauional freedom 


Gradually the use of the first two stanzas of the song spread to other 
provinces and a certain anuional sigmficance began to attach to them The rest 
of the song was very seldom used and is cven now known by fcw persons 
These two stanzas descnbed in tendcr language the beauty of the motherland 
and the abundance of her gifts There was absolutely nothing in them to 
which obyecuion could be taken from the religious or any other point of view 
The song was never sung as a challenge to any group or community in India 
and was ncvcr considered as such or as offcendmg the sentuments of any 
community Indeed the reference in it to thrity crorcs of Indians makes it clear 
that 1L was meant to apply to all the poe of India At no ume, however, was this 
song, or any othcr song, formally adopted by the Congress as the National 
Anthem of India But popular usage gave it a special and nauonal unportance 
The Working Commuttce fcc} that past associations, with their long record of 
suffernmng for the cause as well as popular usage, have made the first two stanzas 
of this song a living and inseparable part of our natuonal movement and as such 
they must command our affcctiion and respect There 1s nothing 1n these stanzas 
to which any one can take exception The other stanzas of the song are little 
known and hardly ever sung They contain certain allusions and a religious 
ideology which may not be in keeping with the idcology of other rehgious 
groups in India 


The Committee recognise the validity of the objection raised by Mushm fnends 
lo certain parts of the song While the Commiticc have taken note of such objection 
in so far as 1t has inurimsic value the Committce wish to poimt out that the modern 
evolution of the use of the song as part of national lite 16 of infinitely greater 
importance than tls sctling 1n a historical novel before the national movement had 
taken shape Taking all things mto considerabon therefore the Committce 
recommend that wherever the Bande Mataram 1s sung at nauonal gatherings only 
the first two stanzas should be sung with perfect freedom to the organisers Lo sing 
any other song of an unobyecuonable character, mm addition to, or in the place of, the 
Bande Mataram song 


But while there can be no question about the place that Bande Mataram 
has come to occupy 1n the national hfe, the same cannot be said as to the other 
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songs People have adopted songs of their choice, urespective of ment An 
authcntc collection has long been felt as adesideratum The Commitee therefore 
ai inta sub-commiitee consisting of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Shn Jawaharlal 

ehru, Shn Subhas Chandra Bose and Shri Narendra Dev to examine all 
current national songs that may be sent to 1t and those who are so inclined are 
invited to send their composiuons to this sub-committee The sub-commitice 
will, out of the songs so received, submit to the Working Committee the 
collection that it may choose to recognise as being worthy of finding a place ina 
collection of national songs Only such songs as are composed im simple 
Himdustani or can be adapted to it, and have a rousing and inspimng tune will be 
accepted by the sub-committee for examimauon the sub-committee shall 
consult and take the advice of poet Rabindranath Tagore 


The Working Committee recommends to PCCs to take similar steps in regard 
to songs in the provincial languages 


Note—In the above statement attcntion 1s drawn to the reference in the 
Bande Mataram song w thirty crores of Indians It should be remembered that 
this figure crept in at a later stage when the song came to have a national 
significance As Bankim Chandra Chattery1 wrote it, the figure was scven 
crores This apphcd to the then province of Bengal which included Bihar 
Even then it referred to the enure population of the province without any 
religious distinction 


The Conunittee sanctioned the following budget for the period Octber 1937 to 
September 30, 1938 


Receipts 
Heads of Recespt Rs 
1 Surplus from Congress Sessions 25 000! 
2 ~=Purse Fund Collections 10 000? 
3.) Provincial Contnbuton 8,500 
4 AICC Membcrship subscripuon 3,600* 
5 Delegation Fee 9,2005 
6 Interest 
(a) Our Office 50 
©) Treasurer’s Office 850 
7 ale Proceeds of Old Publications S00* 
57,700 
Publication Department 
1 = Sale proceeds of publications 4,500 
2  Walue of stock in hand at the end of the period 1,450 





‘Includes Rs 10,000/ from JT aizpur recetved in 1937-38 We expect some surplus from the 
Hanpura Congress 


7Rs 5 S00 received already Last year the whole of Burma and Malaya collecuons came to 
us 


*The Arrears of Rs 2 500 realised in 1937 38 included 

‘Tor 330 members, total being 368 the arrears of Rs 300 realised in 1938 also mcluded 

*For 2 300 dclegatcs total being 2882 This year owing to increased membership the 
number of delegatcs has increased One fifth of the amount is paid to the Province where 
the Congress holds its session 


“Old publications have since greatly dimmuished 
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The Commutee sanctioned the foliowing budget for the period Octber 1937 to 
September 30, 1930 


Expenditure 
Heads of Expenditure Rs 
1. Establishment 18,000" 
2 Postage and Telegrams 3,300 
3 Stauonery and Prinung (Bulletns and Office) 2,000 
4 Travclling expenses 3,000 
5 Rents and taxes (including electricity and phone) 7007 
6 Furniture 1,500 
7 Library 2,000° 
8 Repairs to Swaray Bhawan 1,000 
9 Miscellaneous 800 
10) Provident Fund contribution 350 
11 Membership fee for the World Peace Conference 2,0004 
12. Lorry fitted with loudspeakers 8,0005 
13. Excess of Receipts over payments 15,050 
57,700 
Publication Department 
1 Pnnung 5,700* 
2 Postage 250 


Assam 


Arecent decision of the Working Committee lays down that during a particular 
session no primary members be enrolled from the date of the closing of the 
membership list to the date of the gencral elecuons By this rule dunng the current 
session there could be no enrolment of prumary members between Scptember 30, 
1937 and January 16, 1938 When the President was in Assam, Congress workers 
there placed bcforc him the hardship that this rule would work 1n the case of their 
pore whcre the harvest season 1s in December and Janu when alone the 

isans can afford to pay the membership subscription The President, subycct to the 
sancuon of the Working Commitice allowed the Assam PCC w continue 
enrolling pnm members, subject to this that the new members enrolled after 
Scptember 30 1037 should be entered in a fresh register and be not mixed up with 
the members enrollcd up to September 30, 1937 e new members will not be 
entitled to vote in the general elecuons in December 1937 and January 1938 The 
may, however, vote at any by-clection which may take place after January 16, 
1938 provided they have been on the rolls for 3 months previous to such by- 
election 


The Working Commitice confirmed this acuon of the President 


'The present salary billis for Rs 1 100 per month The proposal 1s to add a new department 
to keep in touch with the provincial govemments About Rs 400 per month will be needed 
by this dcpartment 


2The well 1s fitted with an clectnc water pump This will increase the electricity charges 
3We have appointed a Libranan to build up a I ibrary 


“Resolution of the Working Committee passed in December 1936 at Bombay President 
was authonsed to take steps for affiliation with the organisation Amount should be an 
annual subscnption 


>Resolunion of the CWC passed in October 1937 at Calcutta 


“Rs 3 000 for new publicauons of different depanments Rs 2 000 for Brochures and 
Rs 700 for other publications (Constitution, etc), excluding the Bulletun 
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Bengal and Punjab 


Some primary members had been enrolled in Bengal and the Punjab before the 
above rule was made by the Working Commitice The Presidcnt allowed the 
members so enrollcd in the two provinces to conunue to be pnmary members for 
the next session subject to the same conditions as m the case of Assam 


This action of the Presidcnt was confirmed by the working Commitice 


Independence Day 


The Independence Pledge drawn up in 1930 described in some detail the moral 
and material harm done to India by British impenalism It was thought that arecital 
of this was not neccessary every year The old pledge was issued on the eve of the 
civil disobedience movement Portions of it were thercfore not suited to the present 
altered circumstances The Commitice thercfore decidcd to issue the following 
new Pledge for the Independence Day on January 26, 1938 


Resolution For Independence Day 


“We believe that it 1s the malicnable right of indian people as of any other 
people, to have freedom and to cnjoy the fruits of their toil and have the 
necessities of life, so that they may have full opportumucs of growth We 
belicve also thal 1f any government Sopa a people of these nghts and 
oppresses them, the people have a further mght to alter it or to abolish it 

he Bnush Government in India has not only deprived the Indian people of 
their frecdom but has based itsclf on the exploitation of the masscs, and h 
as ruincd India cconomically, pohucally, culturally and spiritually We 
beheve thercfore that India must sever the British connection and attain 
Purna Swaraj or complete indcpendcnce 


“We recognise that the most effecuve way of gaming our frecdom 1s 
not through violence India has gained strength and self reliance and 
marched a long way to Swaray following peaccful and legitimate method, 
and it 1s by adhermg to these methods that our country will attam 
independence 


ctakee ourselves ancw to the Independence of India and solemnly 


resolved to carry onnon violently the struggle for fr-edom ull Puran Swaray 
1s attained ° 


Cotton Committee 


The Cotton Committee Report was placcd before the Commutuce The 
Committce adoptcd the report and passed the following resoluuuon 


Cotton Committee Report 


“The report of the Cotton Committee appointed by the All India Congress 
Committee was poe before the Working Committee The Working 
Commuttce are of opimon that the situauon created by the world slump 
im colton prices is one of extreme gravity and fraught with disastrous 
consequences for the cotton culuvators all over the country and prompt 
and effective measures are necessary to save the culuvators from the 
misery that faces them The Committee gencrally accept the 
recommendations made in the Report and direct that the Report be 
forwarded to the Congress Party im the Central Legislature and the 
Provincial Governments where ne Ministries are functioning 


Further that the Report be issued to the Press ’ 
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Donation for Natural Calamities 


Shn Uuamchand from Sind offered to the Committee three Government 
Promussory Notes of the valuc of Rs 3,000 bearing 5 1/2% interest on condition that 
the intcrests be utilised for the rchef of the sufferers from natural calamities 


The Committee accepted with thanks the donation earmarked for the purpose 
indicated by the donor 


Implementation of Congress Programme by Congress Ministries 


Mr Masani’s motion on this subjcct had been referred by the last AICC at 
Calcutte to the Working Commuttce The Committee passed the followmg 
resolution 


‘The Workmg Committce have considered the motion relating to the 
relcase of political pnsoners, the repcal of repressive laws and other allied 
matters, which was referred to them by the AICC at Calcutta The Commitice 
after full and careful consideration of the situation in the various provinces 
and the difficulucs mhcrent in the present position, record their approval of 
the work done so far by the Congrcss Minisines, and appreciate that further 
efforts arc bemg made to enlarge the bounds of civil hberty and 
unplement the Congress programme The Commitee are confident that 
such efforts will be continued by the Ministries and will have the full 
co operation of all Congress men 


The Committce are of opimion that in order to facilitate and expedite 
progress in this direcuon, as well as to strengthen the Congress 
organisation in the struggle for Swaraj, it 1s necessary to adhere to the 
Congress policy of non violence and to discourage all mcitements to 
violence The Committee appeal to Congress Committees and individual 
Congress men to help to create an atmosphere of peaccful disciplined 
acuion in the country and to wam any ermmg Congress men against any 
tendency which milhtates agamst our pohcy of non violcnce Where 
neccssary Congress Committces should take disciplinary achons against 
Congress men who offend against the Congress policy 


‘Congrcss Ministnes must guide themselves by the pnncrple of civil hberty 
and the democrat approach by means of persuasuon rather than by 
cocreive action But in spite of every desire lo avoid Il, coercive acuon 
may become necessary, and in such cases Ministries will inevitably have 
to undertake at Such coercive action should only be undertaken whcre 
there has been violence or incitement to violence or Communal stinfe ’ 


Kisan Sabha Workers in Bihar 


The Committee considered the resolution of the Executive of the Bihar PCC 
regarding the acuvities of some workers of the Kisan Sabha who were also 
membcrs of the Congress A memorandum on behalf of the Kisan Sabha 1n this 
connection was also considered The following resolution was passed 


‘The Working Commmiuttee considered the resolunon of the Executive of 
the Bihar PCC regarding the acuviuies of some members of the Kisan Sabha 
in that province and also considered representauons in connecuion therewith 
The ommittee desire to made it clear that while the Congress fully 
recognises the rights of Kisans to organise themselves in Kisan Sabhas it 
cannot associate itselft with any activities which run counter to the basic 
pnnerples of the Congress The Working Committee are in agreement with 
the excculve of the Bihar PCC in disapproving of the activities of those 
Congress men who as members of the Keenan S cbha help in creating an 
atmosphere of violence Such conduct renders them lhabte to disciplmary 
action and the Bihar PCC should take such acuuon wherever necessary after 
due notice to the parties conccmed " 
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Congress Election in Bihar 


Reports had appeared in the press and complaints had been received by the 
Working Committee about unconststutional mcthods and violence used 1n the 
election of delegates in some places in Bthar The Committee passed the followmg 
resoluuon in this connecuion 


*The Working Committee has learnt with strong disapproval that in the 
course of recent Congress delegates’ elecuuons in some provinces, violence 
and other objectionable hchaviour was resorted to by some candidates or their 
supporters Such behaviour on the part of Congress men cannot be tolerated 
and the Provincial Congress Committees concerned should insutute immedi- 
atic enquiries and take strongest action whenever called for ’ 


19 


Wardha, Working Committee Meeting, 3-6 February 19338 
Obituary 


The Congress expresses its sense of sorrow and loss at the deaths of 
Shnmatt Swrupran: Nehru, Sir Jagdish Chandra Bose, Shn Sarat Chandra 
Chatterjee 


Hunger Strike 


1 The Working Committee have heard with profound grief of the death 
of Syt Harendra Munshi, a poliical prisoner in the Dacca Jail The Commitice 


Sree their heartfelt condolence to the bereaved family of Syt Harendra 
unshi 


2 In view of repeated hunger stnkes that have occurred m recent 
months, the Working Commiuttce feel it impcrauve to define their atutude on 
this quesuon The Committee definitely disapproves of the policy of resortng 
to Aes stnkes on the part of political pnsoners in order to obtain their rclease 
and believe that such a step, on the contrary, stands in the way The Commitice 
strongly endorses the appeal recently madc by Mahatma Gandhi to the hunger 
sunkers in the Dacca Jail and urge the hungcr strikers 1m aj] jails in India to give 
up hunger stnke 


3 The Committce desires to pomt out that the Congress Ministries and 
ths Commuttce have had constantly before them the question of the release of 
detenus and poliucal prisioncrs and the former have by now released a very 
large numbcr and are taking active sicps for the release of the remainder So far 
as the provinces with non-Congress munusimes are concerned, the Committee 
feels that this question has not been approached by them in the same spirit as by 
the Congress Mimstnes and that the releases in those provinces have 
consequently been inadequate and unsatisfactory 


The Committee deplores the condiuons in the Dacca Jail and other jails in 
Bengal and call upon the Government of Bengal to immediately remove the 


legitumate gnevances of the poliucal prisoners in that jail as well as in other jails 
in that province 


The Committee trusts that with the strenuous and unceasing efforts of 
Mahatma Gandhi and the vigilance of public opmmion, the question of release 
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wul be satisfactonly solved at an early date and hopes that all detenus and 
poliucal prisoners will co-operate to this end by exercising patience and self- 
restraint and that the public will do hkewise by maintamimg an atmosphere of 
non violence 


The Commnitee passed draft resoluuons on the following subyects to be placed 
before the Subjects Committee of the Congress at Hanpura. 


Congress Ministnes 
Zanzibar 

Indians in Kenya 
Indians in Ceylon 
Indian States 

World War 

China 


NAME WHS 


Delegates and Members of the AICC from N -W F P 
The following resoluuon was passed 


The Committee considered the letter of the General Secretary N -W F P 
Congress Committee dated 271th poner In vicw of the special circumstances 
mennoned thercin, the newly elected PCC be provisionally recognised and 
delegates selected be considcred as valid delegates for the ae Congress 
But fresh elections should take piace according to rules by 31st May 


Punjab Elections 


The President placed before the Committee the question of the clecuon disputes 
that had arisen m the Punjab He informed the Committee that he had deputed Shn 
Sn Prakasa to go to the Punjab and make preliminary enquiries into the matter and 
report to the Working Committee at Hanpura 


Allowances of Members of Legislature in Bengal 


The letter of Shn Sarat Chandra Bose, the Leader of the Parlramentary Party 
in Bengal, in this connection was placed before the Committee The Committee 
accepted the suggestions made therein that each membcr should pay_ a 
monthly sum of RE 75 to the gencral fund that was to remam with the AICC 
office for work 1n the province The payment was to begin from January 1938 


Constitution 

The Committee discussed the changes to be introduced in the Constitution They 
approved of the idea of fixed constituencies for delegates electon They also 
approved of the idea of asystem of indirect elections fordelegates But for all such 


and other material changes in_ the Constttuuon the Committee suggested the 
appomtment of a Consutuuon Commiuttce by the Congress at Harpura. 


20 


Haripura, Working Committee Meeting, 14-22, February 
1933' 


Amcecung of the Working Commiutice was held at Vithal Nagar, Haripura from 
14 to 22 February 1938 From 14th to 16th February, Shn Jawaharlal 
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Nehru presided Thereafter Shn Subhas Chandra Bose presided Besides the 
two Presidents, the members present were Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, 
Smt. Sarojymm Naidu, Shns Vallabhbha Patel, Jamnalal Bajaj, Jairamdas 
Daulatram, Bhulabhar Dcsat, Narendra Dev, Shankarrao Deo, Achyut 
Patwardhan and JB Knpalani 


Minutes 


The minutes of the last meeting held at Wardha from 3 to 6 February 1938 
were read and passed 


Accounts 


The audited accounts for the penod 16th November 1936 to 30th 
September, 1937 were presented and passed 


Draft Resolutions 


Draft resolutions on the following subjects to be placed before the Subjects 
Committee were passed 


(1) Condolence, (2) Excluded Areas and Commissioners Provinces and 
Delhi (3) Indians Overseas, (4) Bniush Guiana (5) Aymer Merwara and the 
indian Statcs (6) Palestine (7) Guidallo, (8) Minority Rights, (9) National 
Education, (10) Kisan Sabhas, (11) Ministcnal Rcsignauons in UP and 
Bihar, (12) Midnapur, (13) Consutution Committee 


Noted The draft resolution on Congress Munistrics passed by the 
Working Committee at Wardha was replaced by the new draft on Mimsterial 
Resignations in U P and Bihar 


Indian States 


The States Peoples resolution pase at Wardha was reconsidered in the hght 
of the talks the Committce had with a deputation of States people led by 
Dr Pattabhir The Committee was of the view that the only change that they 
could accept in the resolution passed at Wardha was that some provision be 
made for the recogniuon of the exisung Congress Committees in the Stalcs 
The following addition was therefore made 


In regan to Congress Commiuttce which are functioning at present in any 
of the States, the Working Commuttee should considcr the posiuon of each 
of them and determine whethcr they should continue the function and, if so, 
under what conditions m conformity with the gencral policy of this 
tesolution, they should funcuen 


Kenya 


The Draft resoluuon prepared at Wardha for the Subjects commiuttec was 
altered and the followmg new draft was subsututed 


The Congress 1s of opinion that the administrative pracuce of excludmg 
Bnutsh Indians from acquimng lands in the Highlands of Kenya Colony while 
a European of any nationality is free to do so constitutes a humiliating 


disability to the Indians settled in Kenya and 1s a dcliberate offence to the 
Indian people 


‘This congress further condemns the roposal to promulgate an Order-in- 
Council definmg the boundanes of the White Highlands which 1s calculated 
to perpctuate statutormly the erstwhile miquitous practice which should 
have been abolished long ago in accordance with the declarations of the 
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Government of India at the tume of the issue of the White Paper of 1923 The 
pledge given by the Government of India to get the subject reopened still 
remains and will become totally incapable of being carned out in the event of 
the proposed Ocdse-in- Council being passed * 


Note The draft resoluuons prepared and Constitutional changes 
suggested by the Woring Commitice at Wardha and Haripura were 
discussed by the Subjects Commuttec of the 51st Session of the Congress 
and with alterations accepicd by the Subjccts Commitice were placed 
before the Open Session 


21 


Haripura, Working Committee Meeting, 22 February 
1938 


The first mecung of the new Working Committee was hcld im Vithal Nagar 
Haripura on February 22, 1938 at 2 pm Shri Subhas Chandra Bose presided 
The members present were Maulana Avad, Smt Saroym Naidu, Shris 
Jawaharlal Nehru Vallabhbhai Patc] Jamnalal Baas Jaramdas Daulatram 
Bhulabha: Desai Pattabhi Sitaramayya Sarat Chandra Bose Hareknshna 
Mchtab and J B Knpalani 


Punjab 


The Committee descussed the situation created by dissensions among 
Congress men in the Punjab and passed the following two resolutions 


1 The Working Committee gladly recognises the growth of Congress 
influence and organisation im the pay dunng the past year, but it sull 
fecls that effective work 1s umpedcd by internal fricuon and dissension 
among Congress men The Committee 1s confident that the courage and 
capacity for sacnfice of the Punjyabees, which have been so evident 
in the past can be organised to greater advantage and appeals to the 
peop of the Punjab to work to this end In ordcr to help m this work 
the Commiuttce requests Maulana Abul Kalam Azad to visit the Punjab at 
an early date to enquire into the situation there and to make such 
suggesuions, organisauonal or otherwise as he may consider necessary 
The Maulana will have full authonty to deal with the situation and 
his decisions may be given effect to 


2 In view of various election complaints received from the Punjab Shn 
Sn Prakasa be requested to visit the Punjab and inquire into the 
principal complamts and make his recommendations thereon In 
making the enquiry he should ask for the co-operation of a representative 
of the PCC and a represcniative of the complainant Shn Sn 
Prakasa’s recommendations should be sent to the AICC and the 
Punjab PCC and to Maulana Azad and the action to be taken m regard 
to them should be under the direcuon of Maulana Azad 
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N -WFP 


The Committee also considered the question of Congress organisation in the 
N -W FP The following rcsoluuon was passcd 


The Working Committee requests Maulana Abul Kalam Azad to visit the 
Frontier Province at an early date and to confer with the Congress workers 
there and to advise them about thauir future work and organisauional acuivines 
The Maulana will have authority to make such changes in the present 


orgarmisation as he may consider necessary and desirable so as to make the 
organisation more efficient 


Certified Khadi 


The Secret AISA _ sent a draft resoluuuon on the encouragement of 
Khadi certified by his organisauon which camicd out the rule about minumum 


wage to the spinners he Committee discussed the draft and passed the 
following resolution 


This Committce notes with satisfaction the policy adopted by the All India 
Spinners’ Associahon for ensuring adequate wagcs to the spinners and other 
arlisans engaged in the production of K} adi and the stcps taken by it in that 
behalf and calls upon all Congress men and the public in general to give full 
co operation and assistance in making this hep icy a success by purchasing 
only that Khadi which 1s certificd by the All India Spinners’ Association 


Mysore Parliamentary Board 


The letter of the President, Mysore Parliamentary Board, regarding the by- 
elections to the Mysore Assembly was considered It was decided that the 
President of the Board be mfonncd that the Board could funcuon as usual 
for the by-elections to be held on March 5, 1938 After that date Congress 
ge ela about Indian States was to be given effect to m Mysore as in other 
ndian States 


Parhamentary Sub-Committee 


As the old Parliamentary Sub Commuttce came to an end with the Congress 
Session, the Working Committee passed the following rcsolution appoinung 
the new Sub-Commutice for the current session 


Resolved that the Parliamentary Sub-Committee consisting of the same 
members as before namely Maulana Abu! Kalam Asad, Shns Vallabhbhai 
Patel and Rajendra Prasad be formcd for the current session to keep in close 
and constant touch with the Congress Parties in all legislatures im the 
Provinccs to advise them 1n all activities and to Lake necessary acuion in any 
case of ee The members of the committee are mdividually to 
perform the same functions as before 


22 
Calcutta, Working Committee Meeting, 1-6 April 1938? 


A mecung of the Working Commutice was held at Calcutta from April 1 to 
6, 1938 Shr Subhas Chandra Bose prcsided 
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The members present were Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Shns Jawaharlal 
Nehru, Vallabhbhar Patel Rajendra Prasad, Jamnalal Bajaj, Jairamdas 
Daulatram, Bhulabha: Desa: Sarat Chandra Bose, Hareknshna Mehtab and 
J B Kmpalam 


Minutes 


The minutes of the last two meetings held at Haripura dunng Congress Session 
already circulated were confirmed 


Timetable 


The Committee approved of the following tumetable fixing the final 
date for the enrolment of primary members and the dates for vanous elections 
in connecuon with the next session of the Congress 


1 Congress to meet—Last week of February, 1939 
Announcement of Presidcnt’s clectton—February 2, 1939 


3 Mceung of delegates to elect the President and members of the 
AlCC—January 29, 1939 


4 = Presidential nominations up to—January 16 1939 
5 Elecuion of delegates—January 8, 1939 
6 Last date of enrolment of primary members—October 1, 1938 


Bihari-Bengah Controversy 


The Committee discussed the question in the hght of facts kept before them 
by Shri Rajycndra Prasad and passed the following resolution 


‘Considercd representation on behalf of the domiciled Bengali 
community im Bihar and resolvcd that the matter be rcferred to Shri 
Rajcndra Prasad and he be requested to deal with it’ 


Dry Fruit Merchants 


Considered the represcntation of the dry fmut merchants. from. the 
North West Fronter Province The Committee appreciate the difficulues of 
the Frontier merchants and have full sympathy with them The Committee 
are of the opimion that the difficulty can best be solved by fmendl 
negouuations carned on with the Afghan Consul in India and if need be wi 
the authontics in Kabul The Committee request Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
to interest himsclf in this matter and carry on the necessary negouations 


Detenus and Political Prisoners in Bengal 


Resolved that the recently released dctenus and political pnsoners in Bengal 
be allowed when enrolled as prim members to contest seats on Congress 
Committees and in by-clectons without being on the membership rolls ior 
three months as provided for m the Consuluuon 


Congress Affairs in the Punjab 


Resolved that as Maulana Abul Kalam Azad is unable to proceed to the 
Punjab in near future for reason of hcalth, Shn Jairamdas Daulatram be 
requested to go there 1n his place and with the power the committee had given 
to Maulana Sahcb by its resolution of February 22, 1938 passed at Harnpura. 
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N-WEP Organisation 


In view of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad being unable to visit N -W F 
Province owing to ill-health, the Working Commuttee request Shri 
Jaramdas Daulatram to go w that province to confer with the Congress 
workers there and to advise them about their future work and 
organisational activities Shn Jarramdas will have authonty to make such 
changes 1n the present organisation as he may consider necessary and desirable 
so as to make the organisation more efficient 


Apportionment of Expenditure 


A Subcommittee consisting of Shns Vallabhbha: Patel, Jairamdas 
Daulatram and Bhulabhai Desai was appointed to go into the matter Shns 
M S Aney and Ram Rao Deshmukh representing Berar and Shns Ravi 
Shanker Shukla and Dwarka Prasad Misra representing the C P The Sub- 
committee conferred with them It was decided that a member of the Workin 
Committee should be dceputed to go to C P and look into the mattcr o 
allotment of revenucs as between CP and Berar Shri Vallabhbha was 
requested by the Working Committee to go to C P and bmng about the 
necessary adjustment 


Foreign Affairs Sub-Committee 


In vicw of the critical international situation and the possibilies of crisis 
which must involve India’s interests a Forugn Affairs Commitice consisun 
of the President, the General Sccret and Jawaharlal Nchru be appointe 
This Commitice will kecp in touch with the international situation and advise 
the Working Committee thereon, and will take such sicps as 1t may dccm 
necessary to make clear to the people of forcign countries the Congrcss 
viewpoint and policy in regard to inttmauonal affairs as contained in the 
Hanpura Congress resolution on foreign policy and other resolutions 


Foreign Companies in India 


The Working Committee view with grave concern the rapid increase in 
the number of compamcs owncd and managed by forcign nationals and 
describing themselves with designauons such as ‘India Lid or simular 
words in the hope or with the obycct of being regarded as genume Indsan 
concems The establishment of these compames has the effect of robbing 
India of such advantage or bencfit as 1s expected from the policy of 
discriminatmg protecuon which has been pursued by the Government of India 
for the development and growth of Indian industries 


The Congress has always opposcd the new Consutution not only becuase 
it is a ncgauon of politcal freedom but also because of the inclusion in the 
Constutuuion Act of provisions described as safeguards agamst discrimination 
The Working Commutice are of opinion that these provisions are not in the 
interests of India but are mtendcd and calculated to preserve to forcign 
nationals and particularly British capitalists the exloitaion of the natural 
wealth and resources of this country e Working Commitice manintain that 
India has the rnght to discmminate, if that word must be used, agaist non 


national interests whenever and wherever the interests of India demand or 
require it 


The Working Commiuttee have no objection to the use of foreign capital or to 
the employment of foreign talent when such are not available 1n India or when 
India needs them but on condition that such capital and such talent are under 


= oo direccion and management of Indians and are used in the micrests 
° la 
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The Working Committee are further of opimion and declare that no concern 
can or shail regarded as Swadeshi unless us control, dircction and 
management are in Indian hands The Working Committee would prefer to 
delay the further development of Indian mdusmmes if 1 can only result m 
the dumping of foreign industnal concerns who would exploit the natural 
resources of India he Working Committee therefore hold that the 
devclopment of India’s resources should be achieved by buildmg up 
industnes under the control, direcuon and management of Indians which is 
essenual for India’s economic independence 


Subjects of Indian States 


Considered the representation of the All India Marwan Federation In the 
opimon of the Working Commiutice all the disqualifications in the way of 
Government service and franchise affecting State subjects in the provinces 
should be removed The Congress Governments be requcsiid to take steps as 
may Bs necessary to have this done under Scction 262 of the Govemment of 

1a ACL 


Release of Non-Pohtical Prisoners 


The Working Commitice have taken note of the crisis that has arisen m C P 
aun connection with the exercise of clumency by the Minister of Jusuce m 
respect of a prisoncr who was convicied for the offence of committing rape 
The Working Committcc have sccn some of the C P Ministers in the matter 
In the course of the proceedings of the mceung of the CP Congrcss 
Parliamentary Party the Mimstcr concerned expressed his regret and offtred 
his resignatuon The Working Commitice take note of the fact that the Ministers 
and cP Congress Parhamentary Party are sausficd with the apology the 
Ministr has tendered in thal, not realising the gravity of the case he was 
dealing with, he did not share with his colleagues the responsibility of his 
acuion In the opmmon of the Workmg Committee, in order to arrive al a just 
decision the real quesuon to be considred 1s whether the Munister 
commiticd a grave error of judgement amounting to a miscarnage of justice 
If he did then the resignation was the only propcr course in_the mterest of 
jusuce, purity of administration and honour of womanhood If on the other 
hand, there 1s no miscarnage of sustice there 1s no need for resignation nor 
possibly for an apology The Working Committee havc not sufficicnt material 
before them for coming to a decision on merits, and they are reluctant to 
pass judgmcnt straightaway on a mattcr requiring special and close invesuigation 


In the course of the procecdings of the Working Committee another case of 
clemency in respect of a pnsoner who had been guilty of insurance fraud was 
also brought to light Before coming to a decision the Workmg Commitice have 
thought 11 neccessary to invite a rcputed lawyer to Cxamine both the cases, and 
advise the Working Committee as to whethcr, there has been a grave error of 
judgment amounting to a miscarriage of justice 


The Wormg Committce appeal to the public to await their final decision in 
the confidence that 11 will be given without fcar or favour The Workin 
Commutitce appeal to the public and the press not to give the case commun 
character and assure women who are nghtly agitated over the case that the 
Committee hold the honour of womanhood no less dear than they 


Acting governorship in Orissa 


The Working Committee have learnt with surprise that an official of the 
Orissa service subordmate to the Ministers has becn appointed to act as 
Governor m the absence on leave of the present mcumbent Such an 
appointment 1s highly undersirbale and 1s m contraventon of the usual 
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convention prevailing in other countmes It 1s difficult for Mimisters to act as 
Munisters to those who have been ther subordinates and who might have 
fallen mto disfavour with them The Working Commuttee understand that the 
Orissa Ministers have lodged their protest against the appointment and 
expressed thew strong disagreement with it The Commiutice invite the 
Govermor-General or the Secretary of State as the case may be, to revise the 
appointment The Working Committee suggest the adoption of the 
recognised convention of appoinung the Chief Justice as Acting Governors 


23 
Bombay, Working Committee Meeting, 15-19 May 1938! 


A meeting of the Wokring Committee was held m Bombay from 15th to 
19th May 1938 Shn Subhas Chandra Bose presided The members present 
were Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Shrimats Sarojyini Naidu, Shns Jawaharlal 
Nehru, Vallabhbhar Patcl, Rajendra Prasad Jamnalal Bajaj, Jairamdas 
Daulatram, Pattabhi Sraramayya, H ireknshna Mchtab and J B iKipalana 


The Premiers of Madras Bomaby, UP,CP,N-WFP_ Utkal and Dr Syed 
Mahmud from Bihar were present by special invitation 


The minutes of the last mecung alrcady circulated were confirmed 
Zansibar Clove Boycott 


The Working Commitice read the report of the Clove Boycott Committee 
and considcred the agreement which has been arnvcd at by the Indian Committee 
m Zanvibar and the Zansibar Government in respect of the clove trade 
This agreemcnt 1s subject to the confirmation of the Indian Nahonal Congress 
and the Colomal Office of the British Government The Working Committce 
accept the recommendation of the Indian Nauonal Assocrauon of Zanzibar 
and confirm the said agreement The Committce trust that the agreement will 
be acted upon by the Zanabar Government im a way so as to give full 
salisfacuon to the Indian community and so as not to raise any doubt or 
suspicion of discruminatory treatment 


In view of this settlement, the Clove Boycott Commitiee 1s hereby authonsed 
to hft the boycott of cloves which has been in operation since September last as 
and when and under such conditions as it thinks proper 


On the ending of the boycou the Committee trust that the general public 
and parucularly the retailers will patronise those firms that have loyally 
adhercd to the boycott in preference to those who have not 


The Committce congratulate the Indian community in Zanzibar for the brave 
and successful stand it has made for the rights of Indians overseas 


The Committee furhter express ther grautude to the merchants, specially 
in Bombay, who by their loyal co-operation and support even al considerable 
sacrifice have contributed so greatly to the successful termination of this issue 


The Commiutice wish also to record its appreciation of the labours of the Clove 
Boycott Commitice 


Ybid pp 460 65 


APPENDIX XXII 781 


Parties Using the Name ‘Congress’ 


The Committee discusscd the question It was their_view that it was 
undersirable for parties and groups inside or outside the Congress to use the 
name of the Congress without due permission The matter was however left 
to be dealt with by the General Secretary as occasion arose 


Ambulance for China 


Resolved that a Commuttee consisting of the President, Dr Jiveray Mchta, 
Dr Sunil Chandra Bose, Dr R M Lohia and ShnG P Hathcesmg (Convencr), 
with power to co opt, be appointcd to take necessary sleps to send a motor 
ambulance umit with neccessary doctors and nurses to the Chinese Nauonal 
Government and Dr M Atal be requested to be in charge of the unit 


The Name ‘Congress’ for State Organisations 


Hanpura Congress came to the decision that in order to cncourage the 
development of the national struggle im the Indian States, mdependent 
Orgamsauions should be started or continued where they already exist and 
mternal struggles of the people of the States must not be undertaken in the 
name of the Congress The Working Committee welcome the formation of 
such independent organisauons but have noted that some of these bear the 
name of the Congress While stnctly spcaking there can be no monopoly in the 
use of the word Congress , it 1s clear that in ordcr to give effect to the Ictter and 
sprint of the Haripura Congress resoluuon nothing should be done which 
produces any confusion in the public mind as to the constitutional relation 

etween the Congress and the independent State organisations The 
Committce fec} that the usc of the word Congrcss' in the name of the State 
organisations 1s bound to crcate such confusion 


The Committee also wish to draw attennion to the fact that under the 
Hanpura resolution Congress Committees continue to exist in the States 
Thus thcre are at the same ume Congress Committees and the independent 
orgamsauons which might someumcs develop in membership and work 
If the independent organisations bear the name “Congress” then it is incvitable 
that confusion will arise This will come m the way of Congress Commutice 
functioining in the States 


For these and other reasons the Working Commuttce fecl that it 1s 
undesirable to have the word ‘Congress’ in the name of the independent 
organisatons and trust therefore that the use of the word in this connection 
will be avoided 


Mysore Happenings 


The Working Committee have read the popular and the official versions of 
the recent firmg that took place near Viduraswatham (Mysore) on 
unarmed crowds The Committee deeply deplore the fact that the State 
authorities felt called upon to resort to firing But seeing that the Mysore 
Government have appoited a wibunal im erder to inquire into the causes that 
led to the finng, the Working Committee refrain from expressing any opimon 
about the cragedy 


But the Working Committee think that His Highness the Maharaja 
should establish Responsible Government in his State so that the responsiblity 
for Law and Order, including firing whenever it 1s deemed necessary will be 
shouldered by a government answerable t the people The Workin, 
Committee send their condolences to the members of the bereaved families an 
express their sympathy with those who have suffered injures 
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The Working Committee approve of the scttlement effected by Sardar 
Vallabhbha: Patel and aches Kripalan: as between the State and the 
Mysore State Congress The Working Commultice note with satisfacuon that 
ain furtherance of the setiement the Mysore Govemment have issued a 
communique and congratulate His Highness the Maharaja and his advisors 
on the prompt manner m which thcy are carrying out the seulement The 
Working Commiuttce hope that the settlement will stncuy carried out also 
by the Mysore State Congress 


On the question of the hoisting of the National Flag the Working 
Committee hope that care will be taken not to do anything that might 
umply disrespect to the State Flag by the Sta Congress The status of the Flag 
will depend not upon the ability to exercise compulsion, but upon the 
correct conduct of Congress men and the progressive record of service that the 
Congress establishes m the uy It should further be bome in mind that 
the National Flug is a symbol of non violence and national umity to be 
brought about by means stnctily truthful and non-violent Jt should further be 
borne im mind that though therc is a growing puty among Congress men who 
seck the total abolhtuon of States as a relic Bf Middle Ages, the policy of the 
Congress as a whole has hithcrto been and remains onc of fnendliness to the 
States in the hope that they will recognise the signs of the umes and 
establish responsible government within thar borders and otherwise extend 
and guard the liberty or the people under their jurisdicuion 


Clemency Cases in C P 


The report of the findings of Sir Manmath Nath Mukery1 was placed before 
the Committee It was decided that the report be sent to Mr Y Sharcef, 
the Miister of Law and Justice in C P, and he be requesicd to take the 
ee steps that follow logically from the findings of Sir Mukcry: Shri 
Shareef has since resigned his minisicrship 


Disciplinary Action Against Shri Satyendra Chandra Mitra 


Shn Satycndra Chandra Mitra was elected to the Bengal Council on the 
Congress uckct and aftcr signing the Congress pledge according to which he 
was bound to carry out the Congress directions He was called upon in 
common with othcr Congress legislators to pay the excess of his salary to a 
special carmarkcd fund for use in the province and in spite of repeated requests 
and reminders he has not paid this or any sum and has finally refuscd to do so, 
thereby violating his pledge The Working Commiutice therefore decide that 
he should cease to be a primary membcr of the Congress and should be 
inchgible for such membership ull the Committee decide otherwise Further 
that he should be inclhigible to stand as a Congress candidate for any local body 
or Icgislature 


Oppressive Misrule in Bugtl 


The attention of the Working Committee has becn drawn to the oppressive 
and tyrannical administration under which the people of the Bugt: areca, 
lying wtween Sind and Baluchistan have sincc long been suffernng at the hands 
of the present Nawab of Bugt and to the sense of grave insccurity of hfe 
and property which has been prevailing im that area The Committce 
understand that the inquiry insituted by the Agent to the Governor-General 
alt Quetta m 1932 under Major Beetham amply confirmed the correctness of 
the camplaints made by the people against the Nawab 


In the opimon of the Commuttce it 1s essenual, if the admmistration of the 
Bugu area is at all to umprove, that the aforesaid report should be published 
by the Government. The Commuuce are strongly of the view that the authorities 
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in India and England who have assumed responsibility for the welfare of the 
pic of the area have signally failed to discharge that responsibility 
e Committee condemn the continuance of the present autocratic and 
uTesponsible system of admimustration under which the inhabitants of the 
Bugt: area have had to live and suffer all these years, and expect that the 
authories will take immediate measures to remedy the present state of things 
and place the admunistrauon of the area on a proper democratic basis 


24 


Wardha, Working Committee Meeting, 23-27 July 1938! 


A meeting of the Working Commutiee was held at Wardha from 23 to 27 
July 1938 Shn Subhas Chandra Bose presidcd 


The members present were Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Smt Sarojrm 
Naidu Vallabhbha: Patcl, Rajendra Prasad Jamnalal Bajyay Khan Abdul 
Ghaffar Khan, Bhulabhai Desai, Pattabhi Sitaramayya, Sarat Chandra Bose, 
Shankarrao Dev, Hareknmshna Mehtab and J B Knpalani 


Minutes 
The minutes of the last meeung were confirmed 
Andhra, Kerala and Karnatak Deputations 


The Andhra and Kerala Separation and the Karnatak Unification deputauons 
waited on the Working Committee The Committee heard them at grcat lenght 
and passed the followmg resolution 


“Having heard the views of the deputatuuons of the Andhra PCC, the 
Andhra ahasabha, the Karnatak Unification Committee, the Karnatak 
PCC and the Kerala PCC on the quesuon of redistribution of provinces in 
India on a hnguisuc basis for admunistrauve purpose, this Commitice 
declares that the resoluuon of the Madras legislature on linguistic 

rovinces and of the Bombay lIcgislature on the separation of the 
ariauk province were passed with the previous sanction of the 
Parhamcntary Sub-Commiuttce and the full approval of this Committee 
This Committee desires to assure the people of the area concerned that 
the soluuon of this question would be undertaken as a part of the 
future scheme of the Government of India as soon as the Congress has 
the power so to do and calls upon the people of these areas to desist from 
any further agitation in this behalf which may divert attenuon from the 
main issue now before the country ” 


Provincial Quota 
The Committee considered the Ictter of the Sind PCC for the reduction 1n the 


Provincial quota The opinion of the Committce was that no reduction was 
possible 
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Complaints About Local Bodies 


Resolved that no complaints in connection with clection and other affairs of 
the municipal and other local bodies be addressed to or entertained by the 
Working Committce untl after such compiaints have been placed before the 
final provincial authonty and decided upon 


Dry Fruit Trade 


The Working Committee appreciate the action of the Afghan Government tn 
abolishing the monopohsuc arrangements made by them for controlling the export 
trade in dry fruit which were detrimental to the micrests of Indian merchants 
in Afghanistan and India The Committee welcome the restorauion of status quo 


in this behalf which will help to improve fnendly feelings between the people 
of India and Afghanistan 


Late Shri Raja Rau 


The Working Committee express their sorrow at the premature and sudden 
death of Shi B Raja Rau, the formcr Office Secretary of the AICC and convey 
their condolence to the family of the deceased 


Resolved that a gratuity of Rs 1,000 be granted to the widow of ShriB Rajya Rau 
m recognition of his loyal services to the Congress organisation 


Note Shns Bhulabha Dcsai and Sarat Chandra Bose were good enough 
to contnbute half of this amount The remaining half (Rs SOO) was to be paid 
from the AICC funds 


Expert Committee 


With reference to the resolution passed by the Working Committee at Wardha 
on August 14-17, 1937, relating to the appointment of an Expert Committec to 
explore the pessibliues of an All India fndusiad Plan, 1 1s resolved thal as a 

reliminary step the President be authorised to convene a conference of the 
Ministers of Industries at an early date and call for areport of the exisung indusines 
operating in differcnt provinces and the needs and possibihucs of new ones 


Bihari-Bengali Controversy 


Resolved that Shri Rajendra Prasad be authonzed to go into the Bihari 
Bengali controvcrsy relating to the quesuons of (1) Domicile, (2) Public 
Services, (3) Educanon and (4) Trade and Commerce, and settle it finally 


Pending the settlement of this controversy, the Working Commutice appeal to 
all concerned particularly to the Press of Bihar and Bengal to desist from 
any further agitation in this behalf and help in creating a proper atmosphere 
for the just and harmonious solution of the whole problem 


Vaids and Homeopaths 


The deputauon waied upon the Working Committee The views of the 
Deputation were heard at some Jength and the followimg resolution was passed 


The Working Committee received a deputation of medical practutioners 
other than allopaths The Committee are of opimon that innumerable persons 
in towns and lee of India are receiving the benefit of treatment under 
other systems like Ayurveda, Unani and Homeopathy and they shouldreceive 
recogmiion and help from Congress Governments The Commitice are 
further of opinion that while measures may be adopted two ensure efficiency 
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of such pracutioners, nothing should be done to penalise any particular 
system As regards the objections to particular proposals in the Bill 
pending before the Legislauve Asscmbly of Bombay, the matter is referred 
to the Parhamentary Sub-Commutce 


Indian States 


a By the Haripura resolution the Congress Committees m the Indian 
Statcs were placed under the direct control of the Working Committee In 
this connection the followimg resolutbon was passed 


“Resolved that for the tume being, the State Congress Committees do 
function as heretofore under the jurisdicnon of their respecuve Provincial 
Congress Committees ° 


b congratulations to Mansa and other States 
The following resolution was passed 


‘The Workmg Committee congratulate the people of Mansa, Wala, 
Ramdurg Jamkhandi and Mirajon the success they have achieved 1n their 
brave and non-violent suuggle for the vindicauon of their economic and 
political mghts ” 


c¢ Sympathy for Nilgin (Utkal) 


“The Working Committce express their sympathy for the people of Nilgin 
state in Onssa on the non violent struggle they have been carrying on 
epoeel the regulations banning meetings, processions and the formation 
of associations within the State * 


Coorg 


The Haripura resolution about Coorg has not been properly recorded im 
the Bulletin It 1s recorded that Coorg be united with Karnatak 1n the province 
of Bombay ° It should be that Coorg be umted ‘with Kamatak in the province 
of Madras * The Commuttee authorised the correcuon 


Sikar 


Having heard the account of the settlement of Jarpur-Sikar dispute from 
Shn Jamnalal Bajay the Committee congratulate the people of Sikar on 
having hstened to his counsel and shown the true spirit of bravery in 
having decided to give up the idea of armed resistance and adopt the method of 
non violence resulting 1n the prevention of bloodshed which was imminent 


The Working Committee regret the needless loss of hfe that resulted during 
the recent firing m Sikar on the 4th July and express their condolences to 
the famihes of the deceased 


The Workmg Committe hope that in the future dealings with the people of 
Sikar, the Jarpur authoritics will act in a spimt of conciliation so as to restore 
friendly relations between the State and the Rao Raya and the people of Sikar 


Local Bodies and Party Discipline 


On a refurence made by Mahakoshal PCC whether the Presidents of 
iocal bodies who were congress men were above party discipline, 1t was 
\ccided that the Presidents oF such bodies 1f they were Congress men were as 
nuch bound by the Congress discipline as any other Congress man 
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The C P Munisterial Crisis! 


The Committee as it met on the 23rd was mformed of what had happened 
upto then by Shn Vallabhbhai Patel, the Chairman of the Parhamentary Sub 
Committee The compromise armved at Pachmarhi had not been camed 
out obviously by the Premer The Maimstry was not therefore workin 
smoothly cre were press repoms that two Munsters had put their 
resignations in the hands of the Premier on July 15 Dr Khare sent a report to 
Shri Vallabhbha: Patel that he and some of his colleasucs had not come to 
any agreement about some of the items of the Pachmarhi compromise At the 
same tume the Premier wrote that he would not take any precipitate acuon 
and Icave the maticr to Shn Vallabhbhai for final decision and would keep 
him informed about further developments He did not however mention 
anything about any resignauons from his Cabinet Shn VWallabhbhai scent 
word to Dr Khare not to precipitate matters as the whole question would be 

one into and decided upon by the Parhamentary Sub-Commuttce and the 

orking Committe mecung on the 23rd July On the momuing of the 
2ist however Nagpur and the whole of India were surprised and shocked to 
leam that Dr Khare along with two of his colleagues, Shris Gole and 
Deshmukh had resigned and their resignauons had been accepted by the 
Govermor The remaming three Ministcrs, Shris Shukla, Misra and Mchta who 
had refused to resign were dismissed ny the Governor Not only this bat 
during the course of the night of the 20th a new Ministry had bccn formed 
without the conscnt and permission of the Congress authonues 


What had happened was that on the noon of the 19th Dr Khare had enquired 
of his colleagues if they would resign im the event of hus resigning The 
three Mahakoshal ministers informed him they would not, without ordcrs 
from the Congress Inghcr authonuecs and that he himself should not 
pope maticrs on the eve of the meetings of the Parlhamentary Sub 

ommittee and the Working Commitice Khare however sent his 
tesignaion and that of the two consenting mumsters Thercupon the 
Governor mvited the three remaming mimsters to pul m ther resignation 
They asked for ume to consult the Congrcss authoriies They put themscivcs 
m touch with Shri Rajendra Prasad who was at Wardha on the mght of the 
20th Shn Rajendra Prasad advised them not to resign and sent leticrs to Dr 
Khare, Gole and Deshmukh advising them to withdraw their resignations or 
at least not insist upon their acccptance ull the Working Commitice had mit 
These lettcrs had no effect The Mahakoshal Ministers informed the Govemor 
that as instructed by the Congress authomiics they were unable to resign 
Thereupon the Governor acceptcd the resignations of the Prcemier and the 
two Mimsters who had resigned and terminated the office of the remaimng 
three Ministers At 5 am on the 21st he called Dr Khare to form a new 
mamstry Dr Khare gave the names of Shns Gole, Deshmukh, Agmbho} and 
Pyarclal Singh as his new collcagues All this drama was enactd during the 
course of one night 


The Parhamentary Sub Committee that met at Wardha on the 22nd calied 
Dr Khare The President was also prescnt The President and the Commitice 
had some discussion with Dr Khare who was now convinced that he had 
committed a grave error of judgment in resigning himself and calling upon 
his colleagucs to do hkewise without consulting either the Parlhamentary 
Sub Commiutce or the Working Committee The only course therefore left for 
him was to undo the wrong that had been done Dr Khare with the advice of 
the President and the Parliamentary Sub-Committee retumcd to Nagpur and 
placed the following letter of resignation in the hands of the Governor on the 23rd 


‘See Supra pp 702 03 


APPENDIX XXII 787 


‘Dear Sir Francis, 


Since my resignation and formation of the new Cabinet, I have had 
o riuniiics of consulting the Congress President and the Parhamentary 
Sub Committee As aresult of this consultauon ! have come to realise that 
in submitting resignation and forming a new cabinet I have acted hastily 
and committed an error of judgment I, therefore, hereby tender resignaton 
on behalf of myself and my colleagues ’ 


On the evening of 23rd Dr Khare was again called t Wardha to meet 
the Working Committee The Commuuee indicated to him that the natural 
consequence of his resignauon as the Premier was that he should resign the 
lcadership of the C P Parhamentary Party He accepicd this position but 
informed the Committee that after his resignation was accepted by the party, he 
would again put himself forward as a candidate for the same position The 
Committce indicated to him that after all had happened, 11 would not be proper 
for him to adopt such a course In the event ot hae persisting the Commiutice 
would be consiraincd to pronounce thar judgment on the senes of events 
culminauiing 1n his forming the new minisuryy Dr Khare however insisted upon 
what he called his right to contest the election for the leadership 


The Committe also advised Dr Khare to call the mecting of the party on the 
27th at Wardha In this connecuon he issued the following notice calling a meeting 
of the C P Parliamentary Party 


A special mecuung of the C P_ and Berar Congress Assembly Party wall be held 
at Wardha on Wednesday the 27th July at 9 am _ to consider 


1 The situation created by the resignanon of the Premier and his two 
colleagues, the dismissal of the thrce Mahakoshal Munisters, the 
reformation of the new Ministry and its subscquent resignation, 


2 Resignation of the Leader, 
3 The election of the Leader 


Undcr some misapprchension tclegrams have been sent to some members 
of the party mfornning them that the above ee will be held at Nagpur 
They wil) please note that the above mecung will be held at Wardha and not at 
Nagpur 


On the 25th evening Dr Khare along with the Congress President and some 
members of the Working Commuttce met Gandhi: at Segaon After some 
discussion it was proposed that Dr Khare should make a statement and issue 
wwto the Press Dr Khare accordingly prepared a statement Some additions 
and alterations were suggested by Gandhy: After considering these, 
Dr Khare changed his mind anil wanted time to consult his friends at Nagpur 
and decide whether he would issue the statement or not He said that if by 
3 pm on the 26th the Working Committee did not hear from him it must 
be considered that he was not prepared to issue any statement At3pm_ on the 
26th the Working Commutce were informed by a phone message from Nagpur 
that Dr Khare was not prepared to issue the statement in question The 
working Commitice thercupon passed the following resolution 


Resolution 


“After having heard the Parliamentary Sub-Committee and given the most 
anxious consideration to the circumstances that have happened since the 
agreement arrived at in Pachmarhi between the Ministers in the presence 
of the members of the Parliamentary Sub-Committee and the Presidents of 
the three Provincial Congress Commiutices concerned and aficr having 
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had several interviews with Dr Khare, the Workmg Commiuuee have 
reluctantly come to the conclusion that by the senes of acts committed by 
Dr Khare culminating in his resignation of his charge and demandin 

the resignauon of his colleagues of they charge, Dr are was gull o 
grave errors of judgment which have exposed the Congress 1n the Cc P 
to ridicule and brought down tts prestee He was also guilty of gross 
indiscipline in that he acted in spite of warming against any precipitate 
action His resignation was the direct cause of the exercise, for the first 
ume since office acceptance by the Congress, by a Govermor of his 
specia] powers whereby Dr Khare’s three collcagues were dismissed 


“The Working Committee note with satusfactuon that these three Congress 
Ministers showed their loyalty to the Congress by declining, without 
insuucuions from the Parhamentary Sub Commitice, to tender their 
resignations which were demandcd by the Govemor Dr Khare was 
further guilty of indiscipline in accepting the invitation of the Govermor to 
form a new ministry and contrary to the pracuce of which he was aware 
in actually forming new munistry and taken oath of allegiance, without 
any refcrence to the Parliamentary Sub-Committee and the Working 
Committee, specially when he knew that the meceungs of these bodics 
were ummincnt By all these acts of his, Dr Khare has proved himsclf 
unworthy of holdmg positions of responsibilty an the Congress 
orgamsation He should be so considered ull, by his services as a Congress 
man, he has shown himself well balanced and capable of observing sunict 
discipline and discharging the duues that may be undcrtaken by him 


‘The Working Commutice have also come to the reluctant conclusion 
that H E the Govermor of the C P has shown by the ugly haste with 
which he turned mght into day and forced the crisis that has overtaken 
the province that he was eager to wcaken and discrcdit the Congress in so 
for as 1t lay in him to do so The Working Committee hold that knowing 
as he must havc, what was going on among the members of the then 
cabinet and the instructions of the Parliamentary Sub-Commiitece he ought 
not to have, with unseemly haste, accepted the resignation of the three 
Ministers and demanded the resignation of the other three, dismissed them 
on thar refusal to resign and immcdiately called upon Dr Khare to forma 
new Ministry and swom m the available members of the new Munistry 
without waitng for the meeting of the Working Committee which was 
immunent ” 


The Working Commnitice passed another resolution prescribing the 
rocedure to be followed m the party meeting called for the orth at Wardha 
he resolution said 


“With reference to the mectng of the CP Congress Parliamentary 
Party convened at the instance of the Working Committee 
the Working Committe decided that in the special circumstanccs that 
have arisen, the President do preside over the mccting, comunimaie to 
ut_the resolution of the Working Commitice passed on the 26th July, 
1938 relating to the mimsterial cnsis m CP ane conduct 11s procecdings 
The Working Committee also decide that the mecting be held at the 
Navabharat Vidyalaya, Wardha " 


The CP Parhamentary Party met _as directed at Wardha on the 27th at 
9 am, President Subhas Chandra Bose presided Those present were the 
members of the C P Parhamentary Party thc membcers of the Parliamentary 
Sub-Committee, the General Secretary of the Congress and the Presidents of 
the three PCCs—Mahakoshal, Nagpur and Berar In the voung however only 
the members of the party participated The President began the proceedings 
by reading the resolutuon of the Working Committce fie then placed the 
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resignation of Dr Khare from the leadership of the party before the mectin 
This was accepted He thereafter called wu a the mueTibene to elect their new 
leader One member proposed the name of Dr Khare and asked for the ruling 
of the President if his name could be proposed The President pointed out 
that the resolution of the Workmg Committee was before the mectung and 1f 
m the face of that Dr Khare’s name was proposed he would not accept 
the proposal and allow voung thercon On the President giving this ruling, 
the name of Dr Khare was withdrawn The other names proposed were those 
of Shns Jajyuj1, Shukla, Gupta, Khandckar, Mchta and Deshmukh As 
Jajuji’s consent had not been taken his mame was withdrawn’ Shnis 
Gupta, Khandekar and Mehta declined to stand There thus remamed only 2 
candidates in the field, Shris Shukla and Deshmukh Votes were taken Shri 
Shukla got 47 and Shn Deshmukh 12 votcs 13 members remained neutral 
The President declared Shri Shukla as the duly elected Leader of the 
CP Parhamentary Party 


Congress and the Muslim League 


The committee sepreycs of the draft of the Ictter to be sent by the President in 
answer to the letter of Mr M A Jinnah and the resolution of the Mushm League ' 


25 


Delhi, Working Committee Meeting, 22 September- 
2 October 1938 


A mecung of the Working Commiuttce was held at Delhi from Sepicmber 22 to 
October 2, 1938 


The members present were Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Smt Sarojim Naidu, 
Shris Wallabhbha: Patel, Rajendra Prasad, Jamnalal Bajaj, Bhulabha 
Desa1, Khan Abdul Ghaffar an, Pattabhi Sitaramayya, Shankarrao Dev, 
Harcknshna Mchtab and J B Kripalani 


Owing to sudden illness, the President could not be po at the meetings of 
the Working Commitice ull the afternoon of the 26th in his absence Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad presided From the afternoon of the 26th onwards Shn Subhas 
Chandra Bose presided 


The Premiers of the Congress provinces who had been invited to attend were 
presen at most of the mectings of the Working Committee upto the 26th 
eptember 


Minutes 


The Minutes of the last meeting held at Wardha from July 23 to 27, 1938 were 
confirmed 


Budget for the Year 1938-39 


Resolved that the following budget for the AICC office for the year beginning 
from October 1, 1938 and ending with Scptember 30, 1939 be sanctioned 


‘See appendices KIX 2,3 and XXII 25 for the Mushm League resolution 


2AM Zaidi andSG Zaidi The Encyclopaedia of The India National Congress, 
Vol XI, op cit, pp 475-90 
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B eae Estunates for the period from October 1, 1938 to September 30, 1939 of 


the AICC Office, Allahabad 
Income 
Heads of Receipt Estumated Receipts 
Rs ap 

1 Surplus from Congress Sessions 5000 0 0 

2 Purse and General Fund Collections 6000 0 0 

3 Provincial conmbutuon 6000 0 O 

4 AICC Membership subscripuon 3000 0 0 

5 Delegates Fees 9000 0 0 

6 Interest 

1 Allahabad Office 50 00 

2 Treasurer’s Office 4000 0 0 

7 Sale proceeds of old publications 2200 0 O 

8 Congress Publications $00 _ 0 0 

Total 750 
Expenditure 

Heads of Expenditure Esuumated Expenditure 
Rs a Pp 
1 Establishment 18000 0 0 
2 Postage and Tcleg 3300 0 0 
3 Stationery 1000 O O 
4 Printing (office and Bullctins) 1000 0 0 
5S Travelling expenses 5000 0 O 
6 Rents and Taxes (electricity) 425 0 0 
7 Tclephone charges 500 0 O 
8 Fumature 800 0 O 
9 Library 1000 0 0 
10 Repairs to Swaray Bhawan 1000 0 0 
11 Miscellaneous s00 0 0 
12 Provident Fund contnbution 350 0 O 
13: Membership fee for IPC 2000 0 O 
14 Travelling expenses of delegates to IPC 500 0 0 
15 Excess of receipts over payments _75_9_9 


Total 35750-0-0 
W afdist Invitation 


The Committee requested the President to extend on behalf of the Congress an 
imvitauion to the Wafdist Party of Eeypt to visit India specially at the ume of the 
Annual Session of the Congress The Committee also authonsed the President to 
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thank the Wafdist Party on behalf of the Congress for their kind mvitation 
conveyed through their leader Nahas Pasha, to send a delegation to their Party 
Conference to be held al the end of November this year and to say that the Working 
Commitice will try to send rceprescntauves to the Conference of the party 


Last Date of Enrolment 


In response to the urgent demand from several Provincial Congress Committees 
it is resolved that the last date of enrolmcnt of the pnmary membcrs be extended 


to October 31, 1938 and a suitable timetable be drawn up by the AICC office for 
subscuquent elections 


The followoing umcetable was issued by the office 
Timetable 


1 Congress Scssion — Last week of February 1939 
2 Announcement of President’s election — February 3, 1939 


3 Meme of delegates to clect President and AICC members —January 29, 


4 Presidential nominauons upto — January 15, 1939 
5 Election of dclegates — January 8, 1939 
6 Last date of cnrolment — October 31, 1938 


Membership Fee 


It was the opinion of the Commiutice that the net proceeds of the membership of 
any year should be held in rescrve for usc by the new Committees Provincial, 
District, Tehsil, Town etc that come into exisicnce after the annual elccuons 


Nagpur PCC 


The Committee sanctioned the change of the head office of the Nagpur PCC 
from Nagpur to Wardha. 


Punjab Dispute 


The two parties 1n the Punjab Congress organisation met the members of the 
Committee on the 23rd September at En The one party was represented by Dr 
Gopichand and the other by Shns Raya Ram, Dumichand and others The 
Committee heard them at great length 


The Commitiee saw no reason to interfere with the award of Shri Jarramdas 
Daulatram and they upheld the interpretation of the award given by Shn J B 
Kripalani in his judgment communicated to the pares By ths the Working 
Council constituted by Shri Jaaramdas Daulatram was to function as the executive 
authority of thc Congress organisation im the Punjab in spite of the resignations of 
Dr Satyapal and Shri Dunichand Dr Satyapal however could choose any two 
representatives of his party to be on the Working Council The Office, for the day 
to day work of the PPC was 10 be in charge of the Sccretary of the Working 
Council, namely, Dr Gopichand At the tme of the meetings of PCC Shri Raja 
Ram was to have free access to all the papers and the files necessary for the conduct 


of business of these mecungs 
This decision of the Working Committee was communicated to the parties 


Shn Dunichand however mei the Committee again on the 28th September He 
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said that the Congress work in Punjab could not go on satisfactorily 1f only one 
pe: as at present, worked the Congress machinery It was pointed out to him that 

atyapal had hnmsclf brought about this state of affairs by hs resignation It was 
the considered opinion that Shr Jairmadas Daulairams s remarks on the election 
petiuon against Dr Satyapal were in no way dcrogatory to his character as the 
objections raised were of a technical character and the clecuon was not set aside 
Under these circumstances the Commutice saw no reason why Dr Satyapal should 
not withdraw his resignation Shn Dumichand said that he would inform Dr 
Satyapal about the talk he had with the Committee and he hoped that he might 
succeed in inducing Dr Satyapal to withdraw his resignation 


On the 29th the Commiuttce was informed that Dr Satyapal had withdrawn his 
resignation Thereupon the Gcneral Secretary was authonsed to issue the 
following statement on behalf of the Commiuttice 


‘The deputation of the two parties in the Punjab Congress organisation 
waited upon the Working Commuittce The Commitice hcard them at length 
The Commuttec was of the view that Dr Satyapal had restgned undcr a 
misapprehension and the remarks of Shri Jairamdas Daulatram on the 
election petition agamst him imphicd no reflection upon him as the objections 
raised against his elecuon were of a technical character The Committce 
suggcsicd thal the whole qucstion could be scttled 1f Dr Satyapal withdrew 
his resignation We are glad to know that Dr Satyapal has accepted the 
suggcsuon of the Workmg Commiuttce and withdrawn hus resignauon We 
hope now that Dr Satyapal having withdrawn his resignanion, the Workin 
Scand constituted under the award of Shn Jarramdas Daulatram will wor 
as ore 


Audit of Accounts 


The Committee also decided thal an auditor be sent from AICC office to audit 
the accounts of the Punjab PCC 


Cc P Muinsstersal Crisis 


The following draft resolution to be placed before the ATCC was adopicd 


‘The AICC approves of the prompt and decisive acuon taken by the 
Working Committee in the handling of the Central Provinccs Ministerial 
cnsis and fully endorse the vicws cxpressed by the Working Committce 
regarding the conduct of Dr Khare and thatofH E the Govcrnor of the C P 
in this unfortunate cpisod. 


The AICC 1s further clearly of opimion that the conduct of Dr N B Khare 


since his tesignauon from the CP ministry descrves the severest 
condemnation 


In the AICC the resolution was passed with the following amendment 
added — and recommends to the Working Committee to take disciplinary 
measure against Dr Khare’ 


The Working Commutec had therefore to take disciplinary action against Dr 
Khare in terms of the AICC resolunon The Committee at its siting on September 
28, 1938, however, decided to give Dr Khare a further opportunity to clear his 
Position and sent him the following telegram 


“All India Congress Committee having endorsed Working Commuttee 
action against you, condemned your subsequent conduct and directed 
Working Commutice to take disciplinary acuon Thc Committee prefers 
hearing you on or before first Octo if you so desire Please wire ’ 
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To this Dr Khare rephed 


“Your wire Having accused Working Committee I prefer mdependent 
mmparual tribunal since Working Commultice as contending party can’t in 
faimess sit in judgment over mc Please reply " 


The Working Committece’s reply to this telegram was 


“No appeal can he against AICC decision Unless therefore you appear 
peice Working Committee yoursel for by proxy on 2nd October decision will 
en 


Dr Khare failed to appear or send his representative by the 2nd The Working 
Committee was therefore constrained to pass the following resoluuon 


‘In pursuance of the resolution passed by the All India Congress 
Committee to take disciphnary acuon against Dr Khare, the Working 
Commiitee before taking any action gave him o rtumty to explain his 
conduct, but he declined to avail himself of it Fhe Working Committee 
disqualifies Dr Khare from being a Congress mcmber for the next two 
years from today 1¢ tll 1st October 1940 This necessanly mvolves his 
immediate resignauion from all Congress organisations and also from the 
CP Legislauve Assembly Accordingly, the Working Commiuttce calls 
upon Dr Khare to resign from the C P gislative Assembly ’ 


Draft resolutions for the AICC 
Deals resoluuons were adopted on the following subjects to be placed bc fore the 


(1) Federation (2) Indian States (3) Palestine, (4) Burma Riots (5) Repression 
in Bugur (6) Civil Liberty (7) Intcrfercnce with Administration 


Note All these resolutions except the last (Interference with 
Administration) were passed by the AICC with shght verbal changes 


For text of resolutions see resolutions adopted by the AICC 


War Danger 


The Working Committee adopted the following resolution to be placcd bcfore 
the AICC 


Intheevent of war breaking outin Europe the AICC delegates 1s powers 
to the Working Commitice to decal with the situation as it arises from ume to 
tuumein the hght of the Haripura resolutions on foreign policy and war danger ” 


The Working Committee took the following further decision 


In vicw of problems arising out of war situation the Working Committee 
will conunue to sit from day to day at Delhi” 


Czechoslovakia 


The following resolution of sympathy was passed 


‘The Working Committee have been following with great anxict 
the events as they have been developing in Europe They view wath 
great concern the unabashed aticmpt that 1s being made by Germany to 
depnve Czcchoslovakia of its independence or reduce 11 to umportance 
The Working Committee send their profound sympathy to the brave people 
of Czcchoslovak:ra in their strmgnie to preserve their freedom Being 
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themselves engaged in a war, though non-violent but not the less grim and 
exacting, against the grcatest Lmperialistic powcr on earth, India cannot but 
be deeply interested in the protecuon of the Czechoslovakian freedom The 
Committee hope that the better part of human nature will sull assert itself 
and save humanity from the impending catastrophe ” 


In pursuance of this resolution the President sent the following message by cable 
Presidcnt Benes 


“Congress passed resoluuion expressing profound sympathy for your brave 
people in ther struggle to preserve freedom We hope better part of human 
nature wall sul] assert itscl{ and save humanity from impending catastrophe 
Pray accept personal regard and admiration ” 


iterference in Administration 


It has come to the notice of the Working Committee that Congress Committce 
terfuere with the ordinary administration of the country's affairs sccking to 
fluence officers and other members of the services The Working Committee 
ivises Congress men not to interfere with the due course of administrauion This 
awever docs not mean that there should not be the utmost mutual co-operaton 
-tween Congress men and the members of the services in matters of public 
oncem 


Note This resolution could not be discussed in the AICC for want of ume 
It was thercfore passed by the Working Committee as ils own resolution 


‘onstitution Committee Report 


The Report of the Constituuon Sub Committce was placed bcfore the 
ommiuttce and was adopted 


arhamentary Sub-Committee 


The Sub Commuttee appomted by the U P Provincial Congress Committee at 
s mecung held on the 1 lthe July, 1938 to consider the draft of the Tenancy Bull 
nd to make recommundauons to the Government on 1ts behalf 1s perturbed by the 

ort that the Parliamentary Sub-Committee 1s anx10us to arrive at a settlement 
nth the big Zamundars of the Province over the question of agrarian legislauon and 
as with this view agreed to receive their deputauion 


The Commitee while recogmsing the nght of the Parhament Sub- 
ommiutice to advise the Congress Party in all its acuivitics 1s aware of the fact that 
s arulc the Parliamentary Sub-Committee has refrained from tendering advice m 
ny maltcr unless it1s specially sought for by the Congress Government or the Party 
self The Committee 1s emphatically of opinion that in the present case there 1s 
bsolutely no reason why the rulc of pracuce established by the Parliamentary Sub- 
ommuttce should be depari.d from 


Its obvious that all effective work in the Iegislatures must have the sanctuon of 
1e people behind 1 and that the Congrcss 1s picdged to implement the agranan 
rogramme of the Congrcss as enunciated in the elecuon manifesto and the 
granan programme of the Provincial Congress Committee The Congress Pasty 
n each province has been directed by the Working Commiutice to consult the 
*rovincial ponpies® Committce and the U P Congress Party has in the rules 
ramed by it laid 1f down as its primary duty to carry out the resolutions of the PCC 


The Parliamentary Party and the PCC have set up Sub-Committees to consider 
he government proposals and make their recommendations toe the Government 
ind a machincry has also been devised to settle differences of opmmon, if any, 
sctween these two bodies 
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The Government proposals are quite modest and madequale to give a 
sufficiently large measure of relief to the peasantry al a ume when 11s economic 
burdens are becoming more and more imtolerable e big Zamuindars are forcibly 
dispossessing their tenants 1n order to deprive them of the new rights that might 
accrue to them under the new Act They are organising themselves to create 
difficulues im the way of the Government and are using threats of violence in 
order to coerce the Government mito submission The Goverment has gone 
far to apa them and has done its utmost to meet them half way The ncw 
propre’ S$ im consequence fall far short of the propsals enunciated in our Agranan 

rogramme and the recommendauons of the PCC Where immediate action was 
urgently called for, the agranan legislation is being unduly delayed owing to the 
delaying tactics of the big Zamindars and the Congress and peasant organisations 
have becn making insistcnt demands for umproving the proposals The peasantry 
Is gelting restve and if the process 1s not spcedcd up and all talk of compromise 
with the big Zamuindars 1s nol given up 111s bound to Icad to disastrous results 


The Committee 1s credibly informed that the Congress Government 1s not 
prepared to make any further concessions to the big Zamindars and regards itself 
as quite compctent to decal with the situation with the assistance of the Congress 
organisauon of the province It has not approached the Parliamentary Sub 
Committee with any request nor has 1t ever sought 1s advice im this matter 


The Committee, therefore, trusts that the Parliamentary Sub Commiuttee will not 
depart from the rule of practice which it has laid down for sts guidance and wall, 
instcad of holding out any hopes to the big Zamunidars or giving them any 
encouragement, simply rcfcr them to the Congress Party in the province 


Resolved that in view of the fact that a doubt has been raised regarding the 
funcuon of the Parlhhamentary sub-Commiuttee the Working Committee dcsircs ta 
make itclear that in accordance with the resolution appomting u, the Parlamentary 
Sub-Commitice is required to be in close and constant touch with the work of the 
Congress Parues in all the Icgislatures 1n the provinces, to advisc them 1n all then 
activilics and take necessary action in any case Of cmergency The Parhamcntary 
Sub-Commiutice 1s enutled to do so sua moto and not only onrcfcrence beimg made 
by Parhamcntary Parnes or Provincial Congrcss Commuittte The Committee 
regrets that the Agrarnan Sub-Commutice of the UP Provincial Congress 
Committee should have questioned the authority of the Parhamentary Sub 
Committee and passed aresolution to thatcffuct The U P resoluuuonis parucularl 
objectionable as there 1s absolutcly no jusufication for thc assumption on which it 
is bascd 


Bannu Raids 

Resolved that Mr Asaf Ali be deputcd to go to the Frontier and enquire mto the 
causes and circumstances of the reccnt Bannu raids and report to the Working 
Commiuttce 
Dr Ashraf’s Resolution on Hindustani 


The Commuttee decidcd to support it with the deletion of the portion about the 
appomtumnent of a Committee 


The resolution was however defeated in the AICC 


The Working Commiuttcc therefore passed the following resolution to dispel any 
doubts that might have ansen regarding the Congress attutude in this qucsuon 


Hindustani 


With reference to the non-official resoluuon regarding Hindustam moved by Dr 
Ashraf at the recent meeting of the AICC the Working Committee regrets that 1! 
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fell through owing to the confusion of issues created by a variety of amendments 
But the rejection of the rcsoluuuon does notin any way affect the posivon of the 
Congress as dcfincd in the following article of the Constituuon 


Arucle XIX— 


(a) The proceedings of the Congress the All India Congress Committee and 
Working Committee shall ordinanly be conducted in Hindustani The 
English language or any provincial language may be uscd if the Speaker 
is unable to speak in Hindustani or whencvcr permitted by the President 


(b) The proccedings of the Provincial Congress Committee shall ordinarily 
be conductcd in the language of the province concerned Hindustani may 
also be used 


Hindustani conde to the practice of the Congress 1s the language of 
the bulk of the people of the North and wmiten either 1n Devanagari or 
Urdu senpt 


Indecd 1t has been the pohcy of the Congress more and more to insist 
on the use of Hindustam at all the mcctings and in procecdings of 
Congress Committees The Working Committee hopes that by the 
end of the year Congrcss men will prepare themselves to speak and 
write im the national language so that it may become unnecessary 
thenceforth to make use of Englhsh at Congress meetings or in the 
offices of the Congress Commitiees so far as mter provincial 
communications are concemed, provided that the Chairman may 
whenever necessary permit the use of English 


Ror rerongence with Mushm League—Mr Jimnah’s Letter to S C 
ose 


The letter of 2nd October of the President was considercd by the Executive of 
the Mushm League at its mecting at Karachi held on October9 1938 The Council 
authorised the President Mr Jinnah to reply to the Congress President as Follows 


J am in recenpi of your letter dated October 2, which was placed before the 
Exccuuve Council of the League I am authorised to state in reply that the 
Executive Council regret very much that the Working Commiitee of the 
Congress should have entiurcly misread my letter of August 2 which was 
ee clear and did not require any elucidation or furthcr mterprctation 

he Mushm League 1s still ready to procecd with negouahons for a 
scliicment of the Hindu Mushm question on the basis defined in my 
Icttcr referred to above and would appoint its represcntalives to mect 4 
commitiec that may be appointed by the Congress on the fooung indicated by 
us in our three resoluuons of June 5, already communicated to you 


Yours sincerely, 


M A Jinnah 


*The text of letters Jinnah to Bose, 2 August 1938 and Bose to Jinnah, 2 October 1938 printed 
here in the Congress Working resolutions arc alrcady reproduced, sce appendix xix 23 
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Wardha, Working Committee Meeting, 11-16 December 
1938! 


A meeting of the Working Committee was held at Wardha from 11th to 16th 
December, 1938 Shri Subhas Chandra Bose presided 


The members present were Maulana Abul Kalam Avad Shnmati Saroyjim 
Naidu, Shris Jawaharlal Nehru, Vallabhbhai Patel, Jairamdas Daulatram, 
Bhulabhai Desai, Pattabhi Sitaramayya, Sarat Chandra Bose, Shankarrao Dev, 
Hareknshna Mchtab and J B Keipalart 


Supplementary Budget 


Resolved that the following supplementary Budget for the year 1938-39 be 
sanctioned 


Rs 
a) Travelling Expenses for the members of the 
Parhamcntary Sub-Committe 1,200 
(1) Expenses for Treasurer’s Office 600 
au) Bannu Enquiry Expenses 457 


Note Messrs Bachchray & Co Ltd, of Bombay were doing the work of 
the Treasurer’s office with the help of thar staff for which they charged 
nothing from the AICC Funds Thcy requested thata grantof Rs 600 per year 
may be madc for the expenses incurred by them mn this connecuon 


Late Shri Abdul Waheed’s Widow 


Resolved that a monthly allowance of Rs 20 be paid to the widow of Late Shn 
Wahced, Typist in the AICC office, for a penod of five years from November, 
1938 


Next Congress Session 


In accordance with the request of the Reception Commuttce of the next Congress 
to be held at Tnpur, (Mahakoshal) following dates were fixed for the mecung of 
the Subjects Committee and the Open Session 


Q) Subjects Commuttee — 71h, 8th, 9th March, 1939 
(1) Open Scssion — 9th, 10th 11th March 1939 
Maulana Shaukat Ah 
The Working Committee express their great sorrow at the sudden death of 


Maulana Shaukat Ahi and place on record their deep appreciation of his invaluable 
sacnifices and services to the cause of India’s freedom 


‘AM Zaidi andSG Zaidi, The Encycleopaedia of the Indian National Congress, 
Vol XI op cit. pp 491 500 


798 APPENDIX XXII 


Indian States 


The Working Committee welcome the awakeming of the people of the Indzan 
States in many parts of the country and consider this as a hopeful prelude to the 
larger freedom, compmsing the whole of India, for which the Congress has 
laboured The Commiutice ea the demand for civil liberty and responsible 
government under the aegis of the Rulers in the States and express their solidarity 
with these movements for freedom and self-expression While appreciating that 
some Rulcrs of the States have recognised this awakening as a healthy sign of 

rowth and are sccking to adjust themselves to 1t m co-operation with their people, 
the Committee regret that other Rulers have sought to suppress these movements 
by banning peaceful and legitsmate orgamsations and all political activity and, in 
some cases, resorung to cruel and mhuman repression In particular, the 
Committec deplore the attempt of some Rulers to seck the aid of the Bnush 
Government in India to suppress ther own people, and the Committee assert the 
nght of the Congress to protect the people against an unwarranted use of military 
or pohice forces art by the Britssh authorities for the suppression of the legitimate 
movement of the people for responsible government within the States 


The Committee desirc to draw attenuon afresh to the resoluuon of the Harrpura 
Congress which dcfines Congress pohcy inregard to the States While itis the nght 
and privilege of the Congress to work for the attamment of civil liberty and 
responsible government in the States, exisung circumstances import certain 
lumutauons of this work and cons:derauons of prudcnce prevent the Congress from 
interfering orgamusalionally and directly un the internal struggics of the States This 
policy was conccived in the best intercsts of the people, to enable them to develop 
self-rehance and sirength It was aiso intendcd as a mcasure of the goodwill of the 
Congress towards ihe States and of its hope that the Rulers, of their own accord, 
would recognise the spint of the tumes and satisfy the just aspirations of their 
peopic Expenence has proved the wisdom of tms pohcy But this was never 
conceived as an obligation The Congress has always reserved the mgr as 111s 1ts 
duty, to guide the people of the States and lend them its influence Wath the great 
awakcning that 1s laking place among the people of the States, there must be an 
increasing ident ficanon of the Congress with the Statics people 


The policy laid down by the Har:pura Congress, which has been so abundantly 
jusuficd, must contunue to tbe pursued While therefore, the Working Commitice 
welcome the movements in the States for the atlainment of responsible 
government, they advise the people, not belongimg to the States concerned against 
taking part in civil disobedience and the like Participation by such people will 
bring no real strength to the movement, and may cvcn embarrass the people of the 
States concemed and prevent them from developmg a mass movement on which 
strength and success depend 


The Commitee trust thal all movements in the States will adhcre siriculy Lo the 
fundamental Congress policy of non-violence 


Congress Membership 


The Working Commitice have received reports from various parts of the country 
to the effect that some of the membership registers contain names of fictitious 
persons or those who have not fulfilled the qualificauons for membership In 
Certain, tnstanccs, 1t15 reported, that groups of people havc been nominally made 
members their subscnptions having been paid by somcone clse The Committee 
are strongly of opinion that such ficituious membership must be ended, and all 
names that are found, after duc cnquiry, not to fulfil the qualificauons of 
membership must be removed from the rolls 


2 The Congress has prided itsclIf in the past not only on its inspiring objcctive of 
freedom for India’s mullions but also on the purity of its methods and itis by 


APPENDIX XXII 799 


adhenng to these methods that it has achieved success in its high tasks and 
built up a reputauon worthy of the great cause it served While welcommg 
mulhons of our people to its membership rolls and denving vitahty and 
strength from thc sympathy of scores of millions of others, the Congress has held 
that its effectivensess as a fighung organisauon lay 1n the disciphned workers 
in its ranks and not mercly in a large ineffectual membership 


3 The Working Committee therefore are of opinion that immediate and effective 
steps must be taken to inspect and revise all membership registers, with a view 
to make them conform with reahty and the rulcs of the Congress The Committee 
desire and request all Provincial Congress Committees to undertake this task at 
an early date and to complete 1t at the latest by the 31st of March, 1939 when a 
full report of the steps taken should be presented to the office of the AICC im the 
course of this inquiry, as errors are discovered in the membership rolls, they 
should be immcduiately recufied and the names of fictitious or unqualified 
persons removed The inquiry should not interfere with the course of the various 
elccuons during the next thrce months exccpt in so for as corrections are made 
from tame to tume in the membership rolls The General Secretary of the AICC 
will give cvcry assistance to the PCCs im this inquiry 


4 The Working Committee are further of opinion that certain rules of procedure 
and constituuional changes are ncucess in order to prevent the enrolment of 
fictubous or unqualified members to Take Congress a stronger orgamsation of 
effucuve workers These rulcs must ensure thal existing qualifications, like that 
rule requiring habitual eee of khadi are stnetly adhered to, and further 
qualifications are laid down for all office bearers and members of elecuve 
committees in the province Such further qualifications should be as laid down 
in Clause 6 below subjcct to the period of contuunuous membership being varied 
having regard to the nature and fincuens of the committce concemed, such as, 
district, taluqa, thana or manda] committees 


5 Every Primary member will be enutled to vote at any Congress election only if 
he goes poenally to the office of his primary commitice, gets his name 
registcred im a separate roll of votcrs , and obtains a voter’s card Provided that 
in the case of women people who are ill, and those who may be absent from their 
primary area, registration may be effictcd by correspondence or through some 
othcr person 


6 The Working Committee recommends that Article V of the Congress Consutuuon 
be amendcd so that the following qualifications, in addition to the habitual 
wearing of khadi be laid down for those secking election as delegates to the 
Congress 


G) Contunucous membership of the Congress for the three years previous to 
the date for clecuon, provided that 1 shall be open to the Provincial 
Executuve or other competent body to reduce this penod for any 
particular candidate, more especially in mdividual cases for women, 
political prisoners, minontes and backward classes 


(11) The candidate must have performed a prescribed task for the Congress 
during the previous year, such task bemg either spinning personally by 
hand at least 5000 yards of yam, or doing some other task prescnbed 
previously by the Provincial Execuuve All candidates must have a 
ceriificate stating that they have performed this task and fulfilled this 
qualification 


7 The Working Committe mvite PCCs to make further suggestions for the 
amendmentof the constitunon or the framing of rules 1n order to strengthen and 
purify the Congress organisation 
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Congress and Communal Organisations 


Resolved that for the purpose of Arucle V(c) the following organisations are 
declared as communal organ:sauons 


(1) The Hindu Mahasabha 
(2) The Muslin League ! 


Arucle V(c) reads ‘No person who 1s a member of any elected Congress 
Committec shall be a member of any similar Commiuttce of a communal 
orgamsation, the object or programme of which involves political activitics 
which are in the opinion of the Working Committee, anti-national and m 
conflict with those of the Congress * 


Ratio 


Since the fixauuon of the ratio at 1s 6d to the rupee all trade in India and public 
bodies have protested that this mcasure was against the vital cconomic interests of 
India and insistently demandcd 1s rcvision The Governmentof India have hitherto 
resisted all these attempts and last issucd a communique on the 6th of June 1938 
declaring that 1t did not mtend making any change in the rauo for the ume bein 
and in support of that declaration, sought Lo fly merely on the instability an 
uncertainty during the penod of readjustment which according to them was likely 
to cause grcater loss to Indian micrests than any corresponding gain from a change 
to a lower ratio 


Since June last, the balance of trade has tumed more and more against India The 
Committee are of opinion that the rate of exchange of 1s 6d to the rupce has hit 
hard the agnculturists of this country by lowermg the price of agrculiural 
commodites and has given an undue and unfar advantage to imports into this 
country 


The Working Commitee are sausfied that the rate of 1s 6d cannot any longer 
be mamtaincd on the balance of trade Dumng the last seven years that rate has been 
maintained by the large exports of gold which have bccn very myjurious to the 
country Matltcrs have now reached a stage when the rale can only maintained 
by a policy of contracuon of currency and credit dy further depletion of the gold 
and sterling resources of India and particularly of the paper currency reserve 
Those sterling resources have already been used up to an alarmimg extent and there 
is a danger of further serious dcpleuion taking place if efforts conunue lo be made 
Cy, the Government of Indian to mamtam the present rahe The Working 

ommiuttce look upon such prospect with the utmost concem and anxiety 


In view of this situation, the Working Committee have come to the conclusion 
that the best interests of the country dcmand that efforts to maintain the present 
exchange level should henceforth cease and urge upon the Governor-General- in- 
Council the necessity of taking immediate steps to lower the rate to 1s 4d to the 
rupce 


Palestine 


The Working Commuuee have passed resolutions from ume to ume dealing with 
the changing Situation in Palestine and sympathising with the struggle of the Arabs 
to maintain their poliucal and national integrity Reports are continuously coming 
in from a vaniety of rehable sources of aenemicauie. atrocitics commutted by the 
Bnush Army and Police on the plea of maintaining law and order 1n this mandate 
Territory The courage, determination and sacnfices made by the Arabs mm this life 


‘For the position of the Mushm 1 ti dix XVUOI-17, 
eon ib im League on this question sce appendix uy 
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and death struggle have evoked the admiration of the people of India who once 
more wish to convey to them their good wishes for complete success in the 
attainment of their objecuve 


The Working Committee wish to express their condemnation of the ruthless 
policy now being pursued by Britush Imperialism im Palestine which must lead to 
prave consequences, and reitcrate their opmion that the issue of the future 
government of Palestme should be Icft to be decided on the principle of self 
determination 


While sympathising wath the plight of the Jews m Europe and elsewhere, the 
Committee deplore that in Palestine the Jews have relied on Brush armed forces 
to advance their special claims and thus aligned themsclves on the side of British 
Impenalism The Committee trust that Arabs and Jews will endavour to find a basis 
for direct co-operation with a view to estabhshing a free democrauc State in 
Palestine with adequate protection of Jewish nghts 


Independence Day 


Resolvcd that the anniversary of Indcpendence Day, January 26th, be celebrated 
all over the country and the form of pledge, as taken last year, be repeatcd at public 
mectings 


Pledge 


‘We believe that it is the malienable nght of the Indian pcople, as of any 
other people, to have freedom and to enjoy the fruits of their toil and have the 
necessitics of life, so that they may have full opporturutcs of growth We 
bclicve also that if any government deprives a people of these nghts and 
oppresses them, the people have a further mght to alter wor to abolish it The 
Britush Government in India has not only deprivcd the Indian people of their 
frccdom but has based itself on the exploitation of the masses, and has nuned 
India_economically, politically, culturally and spintually We believe 
therefore that India mustsever the British connection and attain Purna Swarayj 
or complete independence 


‘We recognise that the most effecuve way of gaming our freedom 1s not 
through violcnce India has gamcd strength and sclf-reliance and marched a 
long way to Swaray following peaceful and a arty methods, and at 1s by 
adhering to these methods that our country will attain independence 


‘We pledge ourselves anew to the Independence of India and solemnly 
resolve to carry on non violently the struggle for freedom ull Purna Swaray 
is allained ’ 


Mushims in Congress Committees 


The Working Committee issued the following mstructions to the Provincial 
Congress Committces with regard to the rcpresentation of Mushms in Congress 
Committees 


The Working Committee having lcarnt that 1n some local committces 
Muslims are not sufficiently represented, advises all commitices to arrange 
for their adequate represcntation This representation should be, ifnecessary, 
provided for in the constitution, but meanwhile conventions should be 
established to give c{{cct to 11 
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Provincial Constitutions 
Vidarbha and Sindh 


The Committee sanctioned the changes made by the PCCs of Vidarbha and 
Sindh in their respective constitutions 


UP 
The following resoluuon was passed 


‘The Working Committee approves of the amendments sent by U P PCC 
im its Consutution, excepting the portion relating to qualificauons and 
disqualificauons of Congress delegates which require changes im the 
Constitution of the Congress before they can be given effect to 


Nagpur 


The Committee approved of the amendments in the Constitution of the Nagpur 
PCC except the clause which authonses the President of the PCC to nominate three 
members to the PCC The Commiutice was of the opinion that nomimauon to 
Committees was against the spint of the Congress Constitunon 


Burma 


In view of the special position assigncd to Burma in the Congress organization 
the Constitution submitted by the Burma PCC framed on the old lines when Burma 
was a province of India was not sancuuoncd by the Commitice The Commitice were 
of the opimon that a special Consutuuon be made for separated Burma in 
consonance with the pcculiar position that 1t occupics m the Congress 
organization In the meantime the Commutice assigned to Burma 20 delegatcs 
and 3 membcrs of the AICC to be elected acording to the rules of the Constituuon 
submitted by the Burma PCC 


Congress and Mushm League 


The Committee considered Mr Jinnah’s letter dated 9th October, 1938 from 
Karachi It was the opimon of the Commiticc that im view of the posiuion taken up 
by the Council of the Mushm League no_uscful purpose will be scrved by 
prolonging the correspondence with League The President was authorised to write 
to Mr Jinnah closing the correspondence The following letter was wnitcn by the 
President to Mr M A Jinnah 


Camp Wardha 
December 16, 1938 


Dear Mr Jinnah, 


The Working Commitice have considered your letter of October 10 1938! 
and areret the decision contained therem Since the Committce do not find it 
possible to agrce with the Council of the Muslim League as to the basis of the 
negotiations and since the Council insist that an agreement as to the basis 1s 
asine quanon of any negouations between the Congress and the League, the 
Working Commiuttce regret that they are not in a position to do anything 
further 1m the direction of starting negotrations with the League with a view 
to arriving at a seulement of the fiindu Mushim question 


T am sorry for the delay mm replying to your Jettcr but I did not want to say 
anything ull the Working Committcc mct and considercd the mattcr 


‘Sce supra, p 292 
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Since the previous correspondence has been published already, I am taking 
the hberry of issuing this to the press 


Yours sincerely, 
S C Bose 


Fund Created from Excess Allowance im Non-Congress Provinces 


It was decided that 25 per cent of the fund created from excess allowances of 
Congress members of the Legislatures in non-Congress provinces be speni at the 
discretion of the President of the PCC and the Leader of the Congress party in the 
Legislature, for g-encra] Congress work in the province 


Shri Pattabhi for Ceylon 


There was a desire expressed by the Ceylonesc Indians that some member of the 
Working Conunittee should visit Ceylon for the purpose of studying the condition 
of Indians there and cstablishing contacts The commiutice requcstced Shn Pattabhi 
to visit Ccylon to study the situation there and establish the neccessary contacts 


27 


Bardoh (Gujarat), Working Committee Meeting, 11-14 
January 1939! 


A mecung of the Working Committee was held at Bardoh from 11 to 14 January, 
1939 Shr: Subhas Chandra Bosc presided 


The members present were Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Smt Sarojim Naidu, 
Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, VWallabhbhai Patcl, Rajendra Prasad Jairamdas 
Daulatram, Bhulabha: Desa1, Pattabhi Sitaramayya, Shankarrao Dev, Sarat 
Chandra Bose Harekrishna Mehtab J B Kripalani Shn Jamnalal Bajaj was 
also present for some ume 


Minutes 
The minutes of of the last mecting were confirmed 
Hindu-Mushm Question 


The question was discussed at length and the General Secretary was authorised 
to issue the following statement lo the press 


‘The Working Commiultce have always been anxious to armve at a 
satisfactory settlement of the communal quesuion in consultation wath and 
with the co operation of al] the parties concerned It was with this object in 
vicw that the Congress President conferred with the President of the Mushm 
Leaguc but the last Communication received from the Mushm League on this 
subject left httle hope of a mutual understanding being established at present. 


‘The Congress has on many previous occasions declared 1ls policy on the 
communal guesuion, and in relation to the minorities That policy holds and 
at Covers principal aspects of the problem, but the course of event and the 
development of the political situauion raise new problems and new doubts 
which require elucidation The Committec were therefore of the opinion that 
the Congress should, m order to pave the way to a fuller understanding, 
endeavour to remove doubts by further clucidating its policy on the 
communal questions that have ariscn with a vicw to making a further 


bid, pp 501-07 
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declaration The Working Committee have given earnest consideration to the 
matter 


“They have , however, come to the conclusion that for the present no useful 
purpose will be served by making such a declaration and this might even at 
this stage, result in delaying the very consummauon, which they earncst] 
desire, namely a sausfactory settlement that 1s acceptable to ail concern 
The Committee therefore, do not make any further statement on this subyect 
at present, but they will contmue ther efforts in accordance with the basic 
policy of the Congress and its many declarations to ensure jusuce to all 
communities as well as to remove such doubts as may anse from time to ume 
In this task they scek and would welcome the co-opcrauon of all concemed ” 


Bengah-Bihari Controversy 


The Committee adopted the report of Shri Rajendra Prasad and passed the 
following resolution for the gu:dance of the Bihar and other Congress 
Governments 


Resolution 


The Working Committee have considered the report of Babu Rajendra Prasad 
inregard to the Bengali Bihan controversy and also vanous memoranda mcluding 
one from Mr PR Das The Committee wish to express their appreciavon of the 
careful and exhaustive report prepared by Babu Rajendra Prasad and the:r gencral 
agrecment with the conclusions arrived at by him In view of the fact that several 
of these conclusions are capable of gencral apphcauon, the Committee formulate 
them hereunder 


1 While the Committee are of opinion that the nch varicty of Indian culture 
and diversity of life in the vanous parts of the country should be preserved 
and cherished, the 1dca of acommon nationality and acommon background 
of our cultural and historical mhentance must always be encouraged, so 
that India should become a free and strong nation built upon a unity of 
purpose and aim Therefore the Commuiitce wish to discourage all separatist 
tenduncies and a narrow provincialism Nevertheless the Committee are of 
opinion that in regard to services and hke matters the people of a province 
have a certam claim which cannot be ovcrlooked 


2 In regard to services the Committee are of opinion that there should be 
no bar prevenung the employmcnt of any Indian, living in any part of 
the country from secking employment in any othcr part But certain 
considerations must govern such employment, apart from the essenual 
condiuon of merit mielfick ney, which ts of partacular rmportance in the 
higher services and in the selecuon of specialists and experts These 
considerations are 


1 A fair representation of various communities in the province 


11. The encouragement, as far as possible, of backward classes and 
ee they might develop and play their full part in the 
nation ue 


ui A preferential treatment of the people of the province It1s desirable 
that ths preferential treatment should be governed by certain miles 
and rope dens framed by provincial governments m order to prevent 
individual officers from applying different standards Further it 1s 
desirable that sumilar rules should be applicable in all provinces 


3 Inregard to Bihar no distinction should be made between Bihari properly 
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so called and the Bengah- ing residents of the province born or 
domiciled there The term Bihan should in fact include both these classes 
and in the matter of services, as well as other matters, an identical 
treatment should be given to both It 1s permissible to give a certain 
preference in services to these residents of the provmce over people from 
other provinces 


4 The pracuce of issuing ceruficates of domiciles should be abolished 
pp ucay for services should state that they are resictents of or domiciled 
in the province In all appropnate cascs the Government will have the night 
to satisfy itself about the correctness of the statement before making an 
appomtment 


5 Domicile should be proved by evidence that umphes that the apphcant 
has made the province his home In deciding that he has done so, length 
of residence Possession of house or other property and other relevant 
matters should be taken into consideration and the conclusions armved at 
on the totality of the evidence available However, birth in the province or 
ae year continuous residence should be regarded as sufficient proof of 

lomicile 


6 All persons holding appointments under Government should be teated 
alike and promouons must be based on seniority coupled with efficiency 


7 There should be no prohibiiion agamst any one carrying on tradc or 
busincss m the province 111s desirabic that firms and factories, carrying on 
business in a province, should develop local contacts by giving 
appointments whcrever possible, to residents of the province But 
suggesuons made by provmecial Government to firms and factories in 
the matter of appomtments may be misunderstood and should be avoided. 


8 When accommodautonis limited in educational institutions, places may be 
reserved for different communities in the province, but the reservation 
should be in a fair proporuon Preference m such educauional instituuons 
may be given to people of the Province 


9 In Bihar im the areas where Bengali 1s the ee language, the medium 
of instruction m primary schools should be Bengah, but im such 
areas provision should also be made for instruction in Hinudstam m 
the prumary schools for those whose mother-tongue 1s Hindustan, if 
there 1s areasonable number of students speaking Hindustam Similarly 
in Hindustam speakmg areas, cducation in primary schools should be 
given in Hindustam, but, if there 1s a reasonable number of Bengali- 
speaking students, they should be taught in Bengah In secondary 
schcols education should be given through the medium of the language of 
the province, but the State should provide for education through the 
medium of any other language whcre there 1s a demand for 1 on the part of 
the residents of any district where this other language 1s spoken 


The Working Committee earnestly trust that the above conclusions will be 
accepted and acted upon by all the partes concemed m Bihar and the 
regrettable controversy in the province will cease 


These conclusions should also guide the general policy of other provincial 
admuinstrabons 1n these matters herem dealt with 


Runpur State Tragedy 


Shn Hareknshna Mehtab who had been on the scene four hours after the tragedy 
related what he had scen and heard The Committee passed the following 
resolution 
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Resolution 


The Working Committee record thew deep regret at the killing of Major 
Bazalgette by a crowd at Runpur in Orissa and are of opinion that such acts 
of violence do great injury to the cause of freedom in the States The 
Committee have welcomed the aw akening among the people of the States and 
look forward to they deliverance, but they are convinced that resort to mob 
violence will delay that deliverance The Committee therefore earnestly trust 


that people of the States as well those in Outex Panis of Indaa will smictly adhere 
to peaceful methods 1n the struggle for freedom 


Jaipur Ban on Shri Jamnalal Baya) 


Shn Jamnalalyj placed before the Commuttce all the facts leading to the ban 
placed on his entry into Jaipur State and the declaration by the State authonnhes of 
the Prajamandal as an unlawful organisauion Jamnalalji informed the Committee 
that he sntended to brcak the order passed against him and to offer Satyagrahka 


The Working Commiuttce deplores the ban placed on the entry into the Jaipur 
State of Seth Jamnalaly: by the Jarpur authonucs whilsthe was on his way to Jaipur, 
his native place, for famine rchcf work and to attend the meeung of the Jaipur 
Rajya Prajamandal of which heis the Presidcnt The Working Committee hope that 
wiser counsels will prevail and the authontes will withdraw the ban and prevent 
an agitauion both in the Jarpur State and outside 


Uncertified Khadi 


Complaints were received from several provinces by the AICC office and the 
AISA about Congress men encouragimg he production and sale of unceruficd 
khadi oY themselves purchasing such khadi by opcning production and sale 
centres for the same, by performing opening ceremonies of production and sale 
ccntres and generally by offenng their co-operation and patronage Some Congress 
Commiuuces had gone so far as lo issue certificates to private producers and dealers 
of uncerufied khadi The Commitice were strongly of the view that such conduct 
onthe part of Congrcss men and Congress organisations was highly objccuonable 
as itdcfcated the object of the AISA snew pohiey of giving ammimum ovine wage 
to the spinner The Committee thercfore passed the following resolution for the 
guidance of the Congress men, Congress organisauons and Congress 
governments 


Resolution 


The Working Committce 1s of opinion that the policy adopted by the All 
India Spinners' Association and the efforts made by it to secure 
adequate wages to the spinners and other arhsans engaged in Khad: work 
are Of great importance as being conducive to the welfare of the rural 
populnen and likely to pave the way for a proper wage standard for them 

he Commuttce, therefore, considers 1t to be the uy of all Congress 
organisations and Congress men to offer wholchearted co-operahon and 


support to the Association and its affiliated organisations 1n order to make 
this policy a success 


The Committee expresses its strong disapproval of the harmful acuvities 
of uncerufied producers and dealers who have been exploiting the growing 
demand for khadi by offering cheaper stuff produced with the help of low and 
inadequate wages and who have been misleading those Congress 
ote au sevens and Congress men as have not yet become aware of the 
diffcrence between genuine khadi produced by the AISA and its affiliated 
organisations and the cheaper stuff offered by uncertified producers and 
dealers The Committee, therefore, considers 11 necessary to lay down 
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followimg instructions for the guidance of Congress orgamsahons Congress 
men and all those who are intcrcsted in the dcvclopment of genuine khadi 


1 In the opinion of the Congress ‘khadi’ means only such khadi as 1s 
produced by its own organisation, wiz , the AISA and the msttutuuons 
cerufied by it and ali Congress organisations and Congress men should 
use and advise others to use only such khadi 


2 Congress men should refrain from performing opening ceremonies of, 
or parucipaung in the funcuuons of or dome anyiung that would directly 
or indirectly give encouragement to such instatutions, exhibitions or 
shops as sell or spread the usc of uncerificd khadi 


3 No Congress orgamsalion or Congress man should have any deahngs 
undcr the name of khadi in any cloth other than khadi thal ts prduced 
by the AISA or the organisations certified by iL 


Communssts and Congress Elective Bodies 


Shn Sundarayya from Andhra filing his candidature for election as delegate hid 
declared that he held communisuc vicws Not only this, but he declarcd that as a 
follower of Marx and Lenin he believed that in last resort violence will have to be 
uscd for the atlamment of independence He was thercfore dcebarred from 
contesting election as a delegate The Committce in this connccuuon gave the 
following ruling 


‘Ifa person who accepts Arucle I of the Congress Consutuuon and in token 
thejeot signs the membcrship form and otherwise fulfils such other 
conditions of membership as may exist at the ume he 1s entitled to 
become a Congress membcr and has a mght to stand as a candidate for an 
elective office provided further he fulfils such other requirements as are laid 
down for the prupose It should be clearly understood however that every 
activity ILading to promouon of violence 1s a violauion of Article (1) of the 
Constitution and thcrcfore renders a person indulging in such activity hable 
to disqualification ’” 


In the light of this oprmon of the Commuttce Shn Sundarayya’s case was to be 
decidcd by the Andhra PCC 


28 
Calcutta, Working Committee Meeting, 1 May 1939! 


A meeung of the Working Committee was held in Calcutta at Maulana Azad’s 
residence on May 1, 1939 Babu Rajendra Prasad presided 


The membcrs present were Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Shrimati Sarojim 
Naidu) Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, Shrns Bhulabha: Desai, Pattabhi 
Sitaramayya, Shankerrao Dev, Harekrishna Mchtab, Profulla Chandra Ghosh, 
B C Roy andJ B Kripalam Shr Jawaharlal Nehru was also present 


Resolutions on the following subjects to be placed before the AICC were drafted 
and adopted 


(1) Condolence (2) War Danger and Amendment of the India Act (3) Reform in 
the Congress Machinery (4) Bengal Pohtical Pnsoners (5) Kenya Highlands 


1AM Zaid: andSG Zaidi (cds ), The Encyclopaedia of the Indian Nationa Congress, 
Vol XI, op cu p174 
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Bombay, Working Committee Meeting, 21-27 June 1939! 


A meetmg of the Working Commitice was held 1n Bombay from 21st w 27th 
June, 1939 Shn Rajendra Prasad presidcd The members present were 


(1) Shnmau Saroym Naidu, (2) Shri Vatlabhbhai Patel (3) Shn Pattabhi 
Siutaramayya, (4) Shn Jairamdas Daulatram, (5) Shn Bhulabha: Desa: (6) Shn 
Shankcrrao Dev, (7) Shn Bidhan Chandra Roy, (8) Shn Harekmshna Mchtab, (9) 
Shn Profulla Chandra Ghosh, (10) Shn J B Kripalani 


Shns Jawaharlal Nehru and Rajagopalacharya were present by special 
mvitalion 


Minutes 
The minutes of the last mcetung held at Calcutta were confirmed 
Constitution Commuttee’s Report 


The report was considered and generally approved of A few muinor changes 
were suggestud In deference to the wishcs of ccrtain minorities within the 
Congress the amendment to Clause 5 (C) which included other organisauons 
along with Communal Organisations to be banned if their activities were in 
the opimon of the Working Commuttce anti national and im conflict with those 
of the Congress, was dropped (Note The Constutuuon as it was finally 
amended and adopted at the AICC 1s published separatcly) 


Time Table 


The Following tunctable for the enrolment of Primary Mcmbers and for the 
various Congress elections for the year was adopted 


1 Congress Session Last weck of December 1939 

2 Announcement of December 3, 1939 
President’s Election 

3 Mecung of Dclegates November 29 1939 


two clect President and 
AICC mcmbers 


4 Presidentual nominations November 15, 1939 
uplo 

5 Elecuon of delegates November 8, 1939 

6 Last date of enrolement September 15, 1939 


Parhamentary Sub-Committee 


The appointment of the Parhamentary Sub Committee made by the President 
as confirmed 


The Members of the Sub-Committee are Shri Rajendra Prasad, Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad and Shn Vallabhbhai Patel (Chairman) 


Ybid, pp 174-6 
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Nagpur PCC 


The Commuice sancuioned the change of the Nagpur PCC office from Wardha 
to Nagpur 


Appomtment of the Tribunals 


July 31st was fixed by the Committee as the last date by which the 
Provincial and the local Tribunals in terms of Article VIL Cl 6 of the new 
Consutution were to be appomucd 


Assam Assembly 


The Committee decided that in the by-elecuon from Sylhet for the 
Assam Assembly the candidate for the seat must be nominated by the Assam 
PCC on the recommendahon of the Sylhet Distnct Congress Committee 
If, however, the two Commuttces—the Assam PCC and the Sylhet DCC differed 
about the selection of the candidate the final decision will Le with the 
Parhamentary Sub-Committce 


Khad: Clause 


It was decided that the ruling given by Ex-President, Shri Vallabhbha: Patcl, 
and endorsed by the Working Committee at its mecung hcld at Patna in December 
1934 when he was the President, should be adhered to as also the resoluuion passed 
by the Working Committee at their meetuung at Jubbulpore, April 1935 


Planning Committee 


The Commitice had becn given 6 months to finish its labours But the Chairman, 
Shn Jawaharlal Nehru approached the Presidcnt for extension of umc upto the 
end of March 1940 as it was umpossible for the Committee to finish 1ts labours 
before that date The pcriod of the work of the Planning Committee has therefore 
been cxtended to 31st March, 1940 


30 
Wardha, Working Committee Meeting, 9-12 August 1939" 


A mecung of the Working Commuttce was held at Wardha under the presidentship 
of Shri Rajendra Prasad from Augus1 9 to 12 1939 


The members present were Smt Saroyini Naidu, Shns VWallabhbhai Patel, 
Pattabhi Sitaramayya, Bhulabhai J Desai, Shankerrao Dev, Bidhan Chandra Roy, 
Hareknshna Mchtab, Profulla Chandra Ghosh and J B Knmpalani 


Shn Jawaharlal Nehru was present by special invitauon Gandhy: attended the 
afternoon siltungs every day 


Minutes 


The Minutes of the last meeting were confirmed 


UBid, pp 176-88 
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Budget 
The following budget for the year 1939-40 was passed 


Budget estumates for the period from October I, 1939 to September 30, 1940, 
of the AICC office Allahabad 





Receipts 
Heads of Receipts Estimated Receipis 
Rs p 
1 Surplus from Congress Sessions 
2 Purse and Gencral Fund Collections 1,000 0 0 
3 Provincial Contnbutions 6,000 0 O 
4 AICC Mcmbership Fce 3,500 0 0 
5 Delcgatcs Fees 10,000 O 0 
6 Interest 4000 0 0 
7 Sale Procccds of Publications 500 0 O 
8 Excess of Expenditure over Income 8.450 0 0 
Total 33,450 0 0 
Expenditure 
Head of Expenditure Estumate of Expenditure 
Rs a p 


1 Establishment— 


Allahabad Office 16000 0 0 
Treasurer’s Office 600 0 0 
2 Postage and Tclegrams 3,300 0 0 
3 Statione 1,500 0 0 
4 Printing (Office and Bulletins) 1,500 0 0 
5 Travelling Expcnces — 
Gencral § 000 0 0 
Parhamcntary Sub Commitice 1,000 0 0 
6 Rents and Taxcs (Elccincity) $00 0 0 
7 Telephone Charges 400 0 O 
8 Fumuture 500 0 0 
9 Library 800 0 O 
10 Repairs to Swaray Bhawan 1,000 0 Q 
11 Miscellancous 1,000 0 O 
12 Provident Fund Contnbution 350 0 0 


Total 33,450 90 


fo} 





Congress Exhibitions 


The opinion of the Committee was that any exhibiuons organised by Congress 
Committces must be organised on the lines of the Congress pohy as defined m 
the Working Commiuttee’s resoluuon on Swadesh passed at Benares in 1934, 
coupled with the Congress resolution on Exhibitions and Demonstrations passed 
at the Bombuy session, that 1s exhibitions by Congress Commitices be organised 
qounely by the local branches of the All India Spinners’ Association and the All 

ndia Village Indusuncs Association 


Benares, July 27 to 30, 1934 


The Working Commuttee is of opinion that the activines of Congress 
orgamsahions rclaung to Swadesh: shall be restricted to useful articles 
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manufactured im India through cottage and other small industnes which are m 
need of popular education for ther support and which will accept the guidance of 
the Congress orgamsations m regulaung prices and im the matter of the wages 
and welfare of labour under thurr contro 


Bombay Session, October 26-28, 1934 — Exhibitions and 
Demonstrations 


inasmuch as it 1s desirable to free the Recepnon Commitice from the distrachon 
and expenses altendant upon the organisation of exhibitions and spectacular 
demonsirations that take place at the annual sessions of the Congress and as these 
make it umpossible for smaller places to invite the Congress, the Reception 
Committees shall henceforth be relicved of the task of organismg exhibitions 
and spectacular demonstrations But as exhibitions and = spectacular 
demonstrations are a necessary part of the annual national gathenng, the duty 
of or pnising Wiese is hercby entrusted to the All India Spinners Association 
and the All India Village Industncs’ Association which bodics shal) organise 
these funcuions as to combine instrucuon with entcrlanment of the gencral 
public especially of the villagers, with the view to illustrate and populanse the 
activitics of the two associations and gencrally to demonsurate the potcnuality of 
village life 


Disciplinary Action—Shri A N Udhoji, MLA, C P 


Read the Ieutcr of Shri A N Udhop: of July 20, 1939 in reply to the Prcesident’s 
letter calling for an explanation of his conduct as a member of the C P Legislative 
Assembly 


In view of the gross misconduct of Shri Udhoy: in the CP Assembly and 
further in view of his attcmpt to justify his conduct by casting aspcrsions on 
the Congress organisation and prominent Congress men with intent to discredit 
the Congress and injure the Congress work this Committee 1s of opmion that 
Shn Udhoy: has shown himsclf unfit for membersiup of the Congress 
Resolved thcretore that his name be struck off the Congress Roll of Primary 
mcmbers and he be removed from all cong Offices which he might be 
holding as a member of the Congress He will not be cligtble to be enrolled as a 

rimary member of the Congress for a penod of three ycars from today Further 
he be callkd upon to resign from the membership of the C P Legislauve 
Assembly to which he was clected on bchalf of the Congress 


This resolution be communicated to the Leader of the Congress party in the C P 
Assembly and the Presidcnt of the Nagpur PCC for necessary achon 


Shri Subhas Bose 


The Working Committee has given the most anxious consideration to the acuon 
of Shn Subhas Chandra Bose, the erstwhile President of the Indian National 
Congress in connecuion with two resolutions of the last mectung of the AICC 
known as ‘Satyagraha in provinces and ‘Congress Mimistncs and the PCCs’ 
The Workmg Committee has also considered the long letter of Shn Subhas 
Babu appended hercto The Working Commiuttere with great sorrow and 
reluctance has come to the conclusion that Subhas Babu has wholly missed the 
main point raised by the President of the Congress as clearly set forth in his 
declaration also appended hereto As ex-Presidcnt he should have also reahsed 
that aftcr having Tete ny instructions from the Presidcnt it was his 
clear duty as a scrvant of the nation to obey them implicitly even though he 
differed from the ruling of the President It was open to hum, u he felt aggrieved 
by the ruling, to appeal to the Working Committee or the AICC But he was bound, 
so long as the President's mstructions stood, to carry them out faithfully This 1s 
the first condition of the proper funcuoning of any organisation, much more so of 
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a vast orgamisation hke the National Congress which 1s engaged m a life and 
death struggle with the best organised: and most poweriul imperiahstic 
corporauion in the world If, what seems to be Subhas Babu's contention im his 
Ictter, that every member 1s free to interpret the Congress Consutunion as he hkes 
prevails, there will be perfect anarchy in the Congress and it must break to pieces 
im no tume 


The Working Committee has come w the painful conclusion that it will 
fail in ms duty if it condones the dcliberate and flagrant breach of disciphne by 
Subhas Babu The Working Commuttec therefore resolves that for his grave act 
of mndisciphne, Shn Subhas Babu 1s declared disqualified as Presidcnt of the 
Bengal Provincial Congress Commutice and to be a member of any elecuve 
Congress Commuttce for three years as from August 1939 The Working 
Committee trusts that Shri Subhas Babu will see the error of his ways and 
loyally submit to this diciplinary action 


The Working Commutice has taken note of the indiscipline of many other 
Congress men including responsible officials But ut has rcfrained from taking 
any acuon as the members acicd undcr the insprrauon of Shn Subhas Babu The 
Working Commuttce however, Icaves it open to Provincial organisatizons to lake 
action if they think it necessary for the proper obscrvance of discipline and 
espccially if the offendmg members do not express regret for their mndiscipline 


The Committee further empowers the President to take disciplinary action 
against such members who instcad of expressing regret by their specch or conduct 
for the indisciplinc, persist in it 


Ceylon 


The Committee having considered the situation in Ccylon as placed before them 
by Shn Jawaharlal Nehru aficr his recent visit to the Isfand, passed the following 
resoluuion 


The Working Committee, having considered the report of Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nchruon his visit to Ceylon, as the representative of the Congress, 
lo explore all possible means of bringing abvut a just and honourable 
scitlement on quesuons relatng to the Indian employees of the Crylon 
Government, desire to record their appreciation of his labours and the success 
that has attended them in bringing the peoples of India and Ceylon near to each 
other The Commutice regret, however thatthe Ceylon Government have not 
thought 11 fit to make any major change in the measurcs thcy had proposed in 
ordcr to remove a large number of Indians from ther employment under the 
Government, though the Commultce are aware thal assurances have been 

aven that all cascs of hardship will be carefully considered by the 

overnment The Commiuttec regretfully feel that the action of the Ceylon 
Government in respect of these mcasures 1s not in conformity with yusuuce or 
international practice 


Pandit Jawaharlal Nchru has drawn atientron im his report to the 
Background of the problem which Ceylon has to face, to the new spint of 
nahonalism and the mass awakcning that 1s following in its wake, and 
lo the economic disurcss and cae ment which Ceyton, hke every other 
country, has to deal with The orking Commitice desire to assure the 
peopl of Ceylon of every sympathy with this nauonal awakening and of 
every desire to co opcrate in the soluuon of economic and other problems 
which afflict Ceylon and India alike Standing as they do for the ending of 
ampcnialism and all exploitauon in their own coun they musi apply this 
Same principlc to other countnics also, and more specially to Ceylon which 1s 
not only 4 near neighbour but which has been connccted with India from time 
ummemornial by links which cannot break While the Committee desire and 
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expect that every Indian who goes abroad will be treated honourably and with 
justice, they do not want Indians to go anywhere as unwanted outsiders who 
exploit the people of the country The Committee recognise the nght of the 
people of Ceylon to be given preference in stale service or otherwise 1n their 
country and are fully prepared to co-operate in this 


Of the hundres of thousands of Indians who have gone to Ceylon and by 
ther labour on the land and elsewhere produced wealth and increased the 
nches of the country, the great majorily have seuled down there and made 
Ceylon their homeland They have thus earned the nght to be considered on 
a par with the other inhabitants of the island and to have all the pnvileges and 
to shoulder all the responsbilities of cituzcnshrp The other Indians, who have 
not been there forso long, have also given of their labour and service to Ceyton 
and deserve consideration and just treatment The Committee 1s prepared to 
co-operate 1n all steps to adjust relationship so as to give every opportunity 
to the ple of Ceylon to advance and find self falfiimnent But such steps 
when they affect two parlics must nol be taken unilaterally and should take 
mto consideration the interests of those who, for no fault of their own, find 
themselves in their present situations 


The Committee are convinced that for historical, geographical, cultural and 
economic reasons the fate of Ceylon 1s linked with that of India, and are 
desirous of strengthening these bonds for the mutual advantage of the two 
counwiics In view, however, of thc cncumstances that have arisen they are 
of opimion that all future emigration of labour from India to Ceylon must be 
complctely stopped and they welcome the decision of the Government of 
India to this effect Becausc of this stoppage of cer anen: there 1s no longer 
any necessity for an emigration dept and the Mandapam dept should 
therefore be closed In any cvcnt it 1s undesirable for a dcpt of this kind on 
Indian soil to be m charge of the Ceylon Government 


Condolence 


This committee expresses its deep sorrow over the sudden demise of Shn Toram 
Ram Phookan, who had led Assam in the struggle for natonal freedom and 
rendered invaluable serviccs to his province and to the nauion mm various Capacilics 
for a penod of over twenty years 


War Preparation 


The Working Committee have given their earnest Consideration 10 the cntcal 
international situation and to the danger of war that overhangs the world In this 
world cnsis the sympathes of the Working Commitice are enurely with the 
peoples who stand for democracy and freedom and the Congress has et 
condemned fascist aggression in Europe, Africa and the Far East of Asia as well 
as the butrayal of democracy by British Impcralism mn Czechoslovakia and Spain 
The Congress has further clearly enunciated its policy in the evernt of war and 
declared its determination to oppose all altempts to impose a war on India The 
Committee 1s bound by this policy of the Congress and will give cffect to it so as 
to prevent the exploitauon of Indian resources lor impenalhisicnds The past policy 
of the Bnush Governmcni as well as the recent developments, demonstrate 
abundantly that this Government does not stand for freedom and democracy and 
may al any tume betray these idcals India cannot associate herscif with such a 
Government or be askcd to give her resources for democratic freedom which 1s 
denied to her and which 1s likely to be betrayed 


At its mecting held in Calcutta on May 1, 1939, the All India Congress 
Committee reitcrated this policy of the Congress and expressed tts disapproval of 
the despatch of Indian troops to foreign counties In spite of this clear expression 
of opinion, the British Government has sent, or 1s sending Indian troops to Egypt 
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and Singapore against the declared will of the Indian people Even apart from the 
War situation, the Central Legislative Assembly has previously declared that no 
Indian troops should be scent abroad without the conscnt of the Legislature The 
Briush Government has thus flouted the declarations of the Congress and the 
Assembly and has taken sitcps which might incvitably lead to India’s entanglement 
in a war ie has furhter prolonged the life of the Central Asscmbly by another year 
The Working Commitice cannot accept these decisions of the Bnush Government 
and must not only dissociate uhemselvcs from them but also take such steps as may 
be necessary to give cffect to the Congrcss policy As a first step to this end the 
Committce calls upon all Congress members of the Central Legislative Assembly 
to refrain from attending the ncxt session of the Assembly 


The Committee further remind Provincial Governments to assist in no way the 
war preparauions of the British Government and to keep in mind the policy laid 
down by the Congress to which they must adhcre If the carrying out of this policy 
leads to the resignations or removal of the Congress Ministries they must be 
preparcd for this contmyency 


In the event of a war cmsis ILading to danger to any part of India from the air or 
otherwise 1. may bc necessary for protective measures to be taken The Committee 
will be prepared to encourage such measures if they are within the control of 
popular Ministnes in the provinces The Commitice is, howcver not agreeable to 
such protcctive measures being used as a cloak for war preparauons under the 
control of the Imperial Government 


Bengal Pohtical Prisoners 


The Working Commuttce are thankful that the hunger suiking Pnsoners of Dum 
Dum and Alipore Jails have suspended their strike for two months The Working 
Commuttce hope that the Bengal Government will duly appreciate the admurable 
restraint exhibited by the pnsoners and appeals to them to honour the Indiawide 
demand for the early and unconditional release 


The Working Commuttec also appeal to the Punjab Government and the Central 
Government, where the latter arc concerncd to release all the political prisoners 
within their yursdicuion, especially as these have abyured violcncee 


The Working Committec express its strong conviction thal 111s wrong on the 
art of prisoners, political or otherwise, to resort to hunger stnke for their relcase 
he Working Committee 1s of opmmien that if prisoners can sccurc discharge by 

hunger stnkes, orderly Government will become impossible 


South Africa 


The Working Committee congratulates the Passive Resisters of South Africaon 
their restraint im staying action in the hope of an honourable setllement The 
Working Committee appeals to the Union Governmentnoito put the Indian scttlers 
of South Africa to the severc test of suffering for the sake oh inerely retamuing the 
democrauc nghts which were twice guarantecd to them Should, however, all 
attempts at an honourable settlement fail, the Working Committee assures the 
Passive Resisters that the whole of India will support them in their struggle 


Prohibition an Bombay 


The Working Committee congratulate the Bombay Government and the pope 
of Bombay on the happy inauguration of prohibition in Bombay accompanicd as 
ut was by the magmificent demonstration in which all Bombay participated 


The Working Committee call upon the Ministries in the Provinces with a 
Congress myyorily to spccd up prohubiuon so as to complet the programme within 
the ume peace. by the Working Commuttee and where they have demonstrable 
financial difficulty to call upon the Central Government to make up the deficit 
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Haryan Temple Entry 


The Working Committee congratulate the Madras Government on the 
determinauon im the face of difficulues with which they have passed the 
absolutely mnecess legislauon removing legal obstacles m the way of 
ifaryans entenng Hindu temples for worship, and more especially congratu 
late the vast body of the orthodox Hindu public who have co-operated with 
the trustees of the celebrated Meenakshi Temple of Madura and of other temples 
in opening these to Hariyans The Workmg Committee hopes that this noble 
example will be followed by the trustees and worshippers of other temples 


Shri D P Misra 


About 14 Congress MLAs from Central Provinces had brought certain 
charges against Shr1 D P Misra, Mimster of Local Self-Government, C P 
The Commiuttce called their representatives Shns Kedar and PB Gole, and 
heard them about these charges at some length As they wanted to produce 
evidence to substanuate the charges, the Working Committee appointed Shri 
Bhulabhai Desa: to invesugate the allegations and to favour the Committee with 
his opinion 


31 


yarohas Working Committee Meeting, 8-15 September 
39 


A meeung of the Working Committee was held at Wardha from September 
8 to 15, 1939 Sn Rajendra Prasad presided 


The members present were, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Smt Sarojim 
Naidu, Shris aliabhbhai Patel, Pattabhi Sstaramay ys Jairamdas 
Daulatam Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, Bhulabha: J Desa, Bidhan Chandra 
Roy, Shankerrao Dev, Harekrnishna Mchtab, Profulla Chandra Ghosh and J B 
Kripalani 


Shns M_ K_ Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, Subhas Chandra Bose, MS 
Aney,Narendra Deo, Jaiprakash Narain were present by special invitation 
The invitees were present dunng the discussions of the main question of war 
ensis and India’s attutude towards 1t 


Minutes 


The minutes of the last meeting were confirmed 


Delhi PCC 


The followmg decision was taken mn the matter of the composition of the 
Dethi PCC 


The Delhi Provincial Congress Committee consists of 40 members of 
whom 15 are elected delegates and the remamuing 25 are the additional 
members whoare elected The District Congress Committee consists of 
100 members In_ the consutution there 1s no provision as to how the 
25 members have to be elected but the procedure that has been followed 
with the assent of the All India Congress Committee Office has been to 
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allow them to be elected by the 100 members of the District Committee 
by the method of single transferable vote This procedure has been 
adoptcd with a view to cnable all parties lo be represented in proportion 
to their numbers in the Distnct Committee 


After the election of the delegatcs in January 1939 and bcfore the 
wesidcential election some of the delegates approached the then President, 
m Subhas Chandra Bose asking for ruling from him in favour of the 
method of co-option of the 25 members of the PCC by the 15 delegates 
The PCCwhich was then functioning had no information about this 
Amongst the dclegates outof 15 nine members belong to onc group end 6 
to another group) On the day when the meeung for the clecuion of the 
President was held and when AICC members were to be elected a miling 
from the then President Sm Subhas Chandra Bose was produced to the 
effect that the 25 mcembcrs should be co opted by the 15 delegates The 
nine delegates decided to have a mccting of the dclicgates for purpose of 
co oplion The Gencral Secretary of the C protested against the change 
in the proccdure and the ruling given by the then President but it was 
ointed out that the ruling was jusuficd by the prachice in othcr provinces 
n accordance with that ruling 9 delegates co-opted the 25 members of the 
PCC The other six members did not parucipate They have filed an appeal 
to the Working Committice challengmg the validity of the form ion of the 
new Provincial Congress Commitice 


This could not be taken up by the Working Committee on account of 
the Working Committee not being in existence for sometime and later on 
an cxplanatuion had to be called for from the Provincial Office The 
quesuon 1s whether the delegatcs whose number 1 15 arc cnitled to 
co opt 25 members to the Provincial Congress Commitice tis admiticd 
that there 18 no such rule in the Constitution of the Province There 1s no 
doubt also that the praciuce in the province has been to allow the membcrs 
of the District Committee whose numbcr 1s 100 to ciect the 25 members 
The only qucsuion then 1s whether any pracuce m any other province can 
overnde the pracuce of the Delhi Province It ts truc that nm Bombay and 
Nagpur the delegates co opt the additional members of the Provincial 
Congress Committee but there 16 distinct provision in their rules permitung 
such co option and the number of members co optcdis very much icss than 
the numbcr of dcicgates Here in Delhi there 1s no rule. and 15) members, if 
the contention 15 correct co opted 25 members Asamatter of factit was not 
even 15 members who co opted but only 9 who co opted the 25 members 


In the opimon of the Commuiutice this cannot be justified cithcr under 
the rules or in principle The co option of the 25 members 1s_ thercfore 
sci aside and the Distnct Congress Committee 1s directed to elect the 25 
members to the Provincial Congress Committee by the mcthod of single 
transferable vote as early as possible The Sccretary will take carly steps 
to sec that the Provincial Congress Committce is reconsututcd in 
accordance with this decision lt may be addcd that a icttcr was addressed 
to the Scerctary of the PCC on August 10 1939 asking for any explanation 
that the Committee might have to offcr im regard to the points raised im the 
appcal and a copy of the Ictters addressed to this Committee was also 
enclosed but no explanauon has bccn received 


AICC Fund 


The Committee decided that the AICC fund im Bengal created from the 
contmbuuions of the Congress members of the legislature lying in deposit with 
the leader of the Congress Legislauve Party be transferred to Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad who may hold it on behalf of the AICC 
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Bengal PCC 


A meeting of the Bengal Provincial Congress Commuttce was hcld on 
August 30 1939 at which a resoluuon was adopted by 1 This resolution 
reviews two decisions of this Committee—one relating to disciplinary 
acuon which i fch obhged to take against its President and the other declanng 
null and void the procecdings of the mecting of the Bengal Provincial 
Congress Committee held on July 26 1939 and the appomtment of the 
Provincial Tnbunal The resolution refers to many other matters which are 
wholly irrelevant to the decisions and in cffcct it refuses to give effect to the 
decision of the Working Commiuttce It further calls upon clective Congress 
Committees in the Province to hold special mecungs to give their opmion on 
the two resolutions 


The Working Committe note with regret that not only the tone and temper 
of the resolution but also its contents arc objcctionable in the extreme, 
wholly unbecoming of a Provincial Committce m its rclations to the Working 
Commitee and such as would cnuthe this Committce to take scrious notice 
of them 


The reasons for the decisions which this Committee reluctantly took were 
fully stated and ncecd not be repcated here The Committee sces no reason to 
revise them It desires to pomt out howcver that the achon it took was called 
for in the mtcrests of the Congress organisation which requircs not only unity 
in Congress ranks but also disciphne and obcdicnce to its resolutions 


It is accordingly resolved that the Bengal Provincial Congress Committee 
be called upon to give cffect to the resoluvon of this Commiitec by clecung 
a Presidcnt The clection of President is requircd also under the rules of the 
Bengal Provincial Congress Committce according to which the Provincial 
Committee will remain incomplete without 4 President 


Bengal Election Tribunal 


The Bengal Provincial Congress Committce had failed to appoint an 
clection Tribunal in terms of the Congress Constitution The orking 
Committee had therefore to appoint the Fnbunal The President, however 
wrotc to the Secretary, Bengal PCC thet im spite of failure of the PCC to 
appomt the Trnbunal if at that stage even the Secretary could suggest namcs 
for the Tribunal which were approved of by all the partics in the Bengal PCC, 
he would advise the Workmng Comics lo appoint them At Wardha where 
the leaders of the different Congress groups in Bengal were present the 
President called the Secretary of the Bengal C who was also there and madc 
to him the same proposal for the formation of the _Tnbunal The Secretary 
however could give no agreed hst_ The Working Committce was thercforc, 
constraincd to appoint the Bengal Etecuon Tribunal in terms of the Congress 
Constitution consisting of the following 


1 Sri Satischandra Das Gupta 
2 Sn Kishitish Prasad Chatteryi 
3 Sri Priyaranjan Sen 


Utkal Election Tribunal 


The Province of Utkal had failed to appornt its election tribunal in terms of 
the Constituuon The Working Committee therefore appointed one in terms of 
the consututron consisting of Sn Gopabandhu Choudhry and Sm Harihardas 
Bo whom therc had been general agreement im the Provincial Executive 

ouncil 
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Obituary—Rev U Ottama 


The Committee express their deep sorrow on the death of the Rev U 
Ottama who for years represented the Province of Burma on the All India 
eon ress Committee and rendered valuable services in the cause of Indian 

lom 


Complaint Against Shri D P Misra 


The Working Commuttee had appomted Sn Bhulabhai Desar to look into 
the complamt, take the necessary evidence and report to the Working 
Committee He went to Nagpur but after a sorple of days’ mquiry Sn Kedar 
and his companions withdrew from the inquiry Sm Kedar sent a long statement 
to President giving reasons for their withdrawal and requesting him to grant 
an independent inquiry by a person of the position of a High Court Judge 
The Committce was of the view that what the complainants wanted was 
unreasonable The appointment of Sn Bhulabhai Desai had been with their 
consent They had themselves withdrawn from the inquiry without sufficient 
reason Any further decision 1n this matter was left to the President 


Sri Chintaman: Misra 


In view of the report of Sn Rajendra Prasad on the charges brought against 
the Premier of Orissa by Sri Chimtaman: Misra, Office corelary of Utkal 
PCC, ths Committee calls upon Sm Chintamam Misra to offer full and frank 
apology for the charges which he had madc and which have been found to be 
false and to resign his office from the Executive Committec of the Utkal PCC 


Aymer PCC 


The Working Committee decided that the mstructions of the General 
Sccretary werc to be carmed out by the Ajmer PCC that 1s office bearers were 
to call a mecting of the PCC to decide the question about the vote of confidence 
in the President The Committee also decided that when the meeting of the PCC 
was called, an official from the AICC office should be present to observe the 
proceedings All those who were the members of the C before the present 
dispute arose were to be invited to parucipate Members who were disenntled 
to attend in terms of the Congress Constitution for failure to wear khadi etc 
ae be precluded from participating in the mecting by the officer dcputed by the 


C office 

War Crisis 
The Working Committee have given their carnest consideration to the 
rave cnsis that has devclo owing to the declaration of war in Europe 


¢ principles which should guide the nation m the event of war have been 
repeatedly laid down by the Congress, and only a month ago this Committce 
reiterated them and expressed their displeasure at the flouting of Indian 
opimon by the Bntrsh Government m India As a first step to dissociate 
themselves from this policy of the Bnush Government, the Committee called 
upon the Congress members of the Central Legislauve Assembly to refrain 
from attending the next session Since then the Bntush Government have 
declared India as a belligerent county, mulgated Ordinances, passed the 
Government of India Act Amending Billi, and taken other far-reaching 
measures which affect the Indian people vitally and circumscribe and lamit the 
powers and activites of the Provincial Governments This has been done 
without the consent of the Indian ple whose declared wishes m such 
matters have been dchberatecly ngnored by the British Government The Working 
Committee must take the gravest view of these developments 
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The Congress has repeatedly declared its entire disapproval of the ideology 
and pracuce of Fascism and Nazism and their glonfication of war and violence 
and the suppression of the human spirit It has condemned the aggression in 
which they have repeaicdly mduiged and thei sweepmg away of well 
established principles and recognised standards of civilised behaviour It has 
seen m Fascism and Nazism the mtensification of the pnnciples of 
Imperalism against which the Indian ple have struggled for many years 
The Working Commuttee must therclore unhesitatingly condemn the latest 
aggression of the Nazi Government m Germany against Poland and 
sympathise with those who resist 1t 


The Congress has further laid down that the issue of war and peace for India 
must be decided by the Indian people and no outside authority can impose 
this decision upon them, nor can ¢ Indian people permit their resources to 
be exploited for imperialist ends Any imposed decision, or attempt to use 
India’s resources, for purposes not approved by them will necessanly have 
to be opposed by them If co operation 1s desired in a worthy causc, this cannot 
be obtained by compulsion and imposition and the Commiuttce cannot agree 
to the carrying out by the Indian pcople of orders issued by external authority 
Co operation must be between equals by mutual consent for a cause which 
both consider to be worthy The people of India have in the recent past, faced 
great msks and willingly made grcat sacrifices to secure thuir own freedom 
and establish a free democatic state in India, and their sympathy 1s enurely on 
the side of democracy and frecdom But India cannot associate herself in a 
war said to be for democratic freedom when that very freedom 1s demed to her, 
and such lnmited fr-cdom as she possesses, taken away from her 


The Committee arc aware that the Governments of Great Bntain and 
France have declared that they are fighting for democracy and freedom and to 
put an end to aggression ut the history of the recent past is full of 
examples showing the constant divergence between the spoken words, the 
tdeals proclasmed, and the real mouves and obycctrve During the war of 
1914-18 the declared war aims were preservation of democracy, sclf 
determination, and the f{recdom of small nations, and yet the very 
Governments which solemnly proclaimed these aims entered into secret 
treaties cmbodying iumpenahst designs for the carving up of the Ottoman 
empire While stating that they did not want any acquisition of terntory, 
the victonous Powers added largely to their colonial domains The present 
European war itself signifies the abject failure of the treaty of Versailles and of 
its makcrs, who broke their pledged word and imposed an imperialist peace on 
the defeated nations The onc hopcful outcome of that Treaty the League of 
Nations, was muzv/led and strangled at the outset and later killed by ts parent states 


Subsequent history has demonstrated afresh how even a scemingly 
fervent declaration of faith may be followed by an ignoble desertion In 
Manchuria the Bntish government connived at aggression, in Abyssimia they 
acquiesced in ut In Czechoslovakia and Spain democracy was in peri] and it 
was deliberately betrayed, and the whole system of collective sccunty was 
sabotaged by the very powers who had previously declared their firm faith in it 


Again it 1s asserted that democracy 1s in danger and must be defended and 
with this statement the Committce are in entire agreement The committee 
believe that the peoples of the West are moved by this ideal and objective and 
for these they are prepared to make sacrifices But again and agam the ideals 
and sentiments of the Je and of those who have sacnficed themsclves mn 
the struggle have been 1gnored and faith has not been kept with them 


If the war is to defend the status quo, impertalist possessions, colomes, 
vested interests and privilege, then India can have nothing to do with 1 If, 
however, the issue 1s democracy and a world order based on democracy, then 
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India 15 intensely mteresitd in no The Committee are convinced that the 
interests of Indian democracy do not conflict with the mtcrests of Bntsh 
democracy or of world democracy But there is an inherent and imeradicable 
conflict between democracy for India or elsewhere and imperialism and 
fascism If Great Britain fights for the maimtenance and extcnsion of 
democracy, then she must necessarily end impenalism im her possessions 
establish full democracy m India, and the Indian pcople must have the nght of 
self determination by framing their own constitution through a 
Constitucnt Assembly without extemal mtcerference and must guide hcr own 
policy A free democratic India will gladly associate herself with other free 
nations for mutual defence against aggression and for cconomuc co-operation 
She will work for the establishment of a rcal world order based on freedom 
and democracy, ullising the world s knowledge and resources for the progress 
and advancement of humanity 


The consis that has overtaken Europe 16 not of Europe only but of humanity 
and will not pass Ike other crmscs or wars Icaving the essenual structure of 
the prescnt day world mtact Itis hkely to refashion the world for good or 1] 
pohtically socially and cconomically This crisis 1s the inevitable 
consequence of the social and peliuical conflicts and contradicoons which 
have grown alarmingly since the last Great War, and it will not be finally 
resolved ull these conflicts and contradictions are removed and a new 
cquilibnum cstabhised That cquilibrium can only be based on the ending of the 
domination and exploitation of one country by another and on a reorganisation 
of economic relauons on a juster basis for the common good of all India 1s the 
crux of the problem, for India has been the outstanding example of modcm 
imperialism and no rcfashioning of the world can succced which ignores uns 
vitat problum With her vast resources she must play an important part m 
any scheme of world rcorganis ition But she can only do so as a free nation 
whose cnergics have been rcicased 10 work for this great end Freedom today 
1s indivisible and cvcry atttmpti to rctain mmpcerialst domination im any part of 
the world will lead mcvitably to fresh disaster 


The Workmg Committee have noted that many rulers of Indian states 
have offercd their services and resources and expressed thar dcsirc to support 
the cause of democracy in Europe If they must make their professions m 
favour of democracy abroad the Commitice would suggest that their first 
concem should be the introduction of democracy within their Own States in 
which today undilutcd autocracy reigns supreme The British Government in 
India 1s more responsible for this autocracy than cven the rulers themsclycs 
as has becn madc painfully evident durmg the past year This policy is the very 
negation of democracy and of the new world order for which cat Britain 
claims to be fighting in Europe 


As the Working Committee vicw past cvcnts in Europe, Africa and Asia, 
and more particularly past and present occurrences in India, they fail to find 
any allempt to advance the cause of democracy or self-dcterminauon or 
any cvidence that the present war declarations of the British Government are 
being or are gomg to be acted upon The truc measure of democracy 1s the 
ending of impenahsm and fascism alike and the aggression that has 
accompanicd them in the past and the present Only on that basis can a ncw 
order be built up In the struggle for that new world order the Committee are 
eager and desirous to help in evcry way But the Commiitee cannot 
associatc themselves or offer any co operation in a war which 1s conducted on 


imperiahst lmes and which 1s meant to consolidate 1mperialism im India and 
elsewhere 


In vicw, however, of the gravity of the occasion and the fact that the pacc 
of events ume the last few days has often been swifter than the working of 
men’s minds the Commitice desire to take no final decision at this stage, so 


APPENDIX XXII 821 


as to allow for the full clucidation of the issucs at stake the real objectives 
aimcd at, and the position of India m the present and in the future But the 
decision cannot long be delaycd as India 1s being committed from day to day 
to a policy to which she 1s not a party and of shih she disapproves 


The Workins Committee therefore mvitc the Bntush Government to declare 
im unequivocal terms what their war aims are in regard 10 democracy 
and impcrialism and the ncw order that 1s envisaged, in particular how these 
aims are going to apply to India and to be given effect to im the prescnt Do 
they include the echminauion of impenalism and the treatment of India as a 
free nahion_ whose policy will be guided im accordance with the wishes of 
her people? A clear declaration about the future pledging the government 
to the ending of Impcnalism and Fascism alike will be welcomed by the 

-ople of all countnes, but is far more important to give immcdhale effect to 
it to the largest possible cxtcnt, for only this will convince the people that 
the declaranon 15 mcant to be honourcd The real test of any declaration 
1s 1s apphcauion m the present for it is the prescnt that will govern action 
loday and give shape to the futurc 


War has brokcn out in Europe and the prospect is termble to contemplatc 
But war has been taking its heavy toll of human hie durimg recent ycars 
m Abyssinia Spain and China Raruinicrchle Innocent men women and 
children have becn bombcd to death from the air in open citics cold bloodcd 
massacres, torture and utmost humihation have followed cach other in quick 
succcssion durmng these years of horror That horror grows and violence and 
the threat of violence shadow the world and unless checked and cndcd_ will 
destroy the precious inhertlance of past iges That horror has to be checked in 
Europe and China but it will not cnd tll its root causcs of fascism and 
Imperialism are removed To that end the Working Committee ee lo 
give thor co operauon But it will be imfinite tragedy if even this termble 
war 1s Camcd on in the spirit of imperialism and for the purpose of retaining this 
structure which is itsclf the cause of war and human degradation 


The Workmg Commiutice wish to declare thal the Inchan people have no 
Bon with the German people or the Japanese people or any othcr people 

ut they have a deep rooted quarrel] with sysitms which deny freedom and 
arc bascd on violence and aggression They do not look forward to a victory 
of onc people over another or to a dictated peace but to a victory of real 
democracy for all the people of all coununcs and a world freed from the 
nightmare of violence and impcralist oppression 


The Committee carnestly appeal to the Indian people to cnd all intcrnal 
conflict and controversy and, m ths grave hour of penl to kccp m readiness 
and hold together as a umitcd nation calm of purpose and dctermincd to achieve 
the freedom of India within the larger freedom of the world 


AICC Meeting 


The Committee were of the opmion that this momentous question of the war 
crisis should be referred tothe AICC for any final decision It was therefore decided 
that amceting of the AICC be calicd at Wardha on October 7, 1939 and subsequent 
days 


Shri Jawaharlal Nehru 


The President nominated Shr Jawaharlal Nehru as a member of the 
Workmg Committee 
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War Committee 


In view of the situation ansmg out of the European War and statement 
thereon issued by the Workmg Committee, the Committee hercby a int a 
Sub-Committee consisting of Shn Jawaharlal Nehru (Chairman), Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad and Shn Vatiabhbha Patel to deal with the question in 
connection with the situation 


32 
Wardha, Working Committee Meeting, 7-11 October 1939! 


Ameeting of the Working Commitice was held from October 7 to 11 at Wardha 
Shri Rajendra Prasad presided 


Members present were Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Smt Saroymnt Naidu 
Shns Jawaharlal Nehru, Vallabhbhai Patel, Jamnalal Bajaj, Pattabhi 
Sitaramayya, Jairamdas Daulatram, Bhulabhai Desai, Khan Abdul Ghaffar 
Khan, Bidhan Chandra Roy, Shankerrac Dev, Profulla Chandra Ghosh, 
Hareknshna Mehtab and J B Kripalam 


Shris Narendra Deo and Jatprakash Narain were present by special 
imvitauon Maulv: Mufta Kifayatullah though invited could nor be present 
owing to reasons of health Gandhi: was present throughout the situngs of the 
Working Committee 


Minutes 
The minutes of the last mecung were confumed 
Accounts 


(a) Chia Fund Resolved that the money spent upon motor ambulance 
and other equipments as medicine ek in connection with the China 
Unit be written off 


(b) Spamish Rehef Fund Resolved that the sum of Rs 323-5-3 standing to 
the credit of this account be transferred to the China Account 


War Situation 


The situation ansing out of the European war was discussed and two 
resolubons dealing with “War Crisis’ and ‘Congress and Elections’ were 
adopted to be placed before the meeung of the AICC as official resohuuons 
For the text of the resolutions as they were finally passed by the AICC, see 
the Wardha AICC Proceedings 


Provincial Constitution 


Tht Constitunons of the Provinces of Gujrat, Kerala, Andhra Mahakoshal, 
were placed before the Working Committee and approved 


N W F P 

The NWFP PCC had made a rule that no member of the Congress can 
form a group inside or outside the Congress or carry on hosule propaganda 
agamst it or describe himself by any other name than that of a Khuda 


Yibid, pp 199 201 
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Khidmatgar or Congress man This rule was sent for the sanction of the 
Working Committee The Committee gave the following decision 1m the matter 


‘The Working Commitice considered the new rule framed by the Frontier 
PCC recommending the addition of a proviso to Article IV of their 
consutution The Committee understand that the objcct of the proposed 
amendment 1s to secure uniformity of poles and practice among Congress 
men in the province and to ensure conformity to discipline The Committee 
realise that the Fronuer PCC has to face peculnar difficulties in the carrying 
on of 1ts work m view of the special circumstances prevailing in the province, 
and itis necessary to maintain discipIme and to prcvent disrupuve tendencies 
from developmg Such discipline and unity of effort are all the more 
necessary because of the grave cnsis that confronts the country and which 
necessitates full preparation for umicd acuion 


‘The Committee are of opinion that the objcct aimcd at by the proposed 
amendment can be achieved by the PCC taking disciplinary acuuon against 
any Congress man who commits a breach of the fundamental policy of 
the Congress or who deliberately acts in such a way as to bring discredit on 
the Congress The PCC has power under the constitution to take such 
disciplinary acuon The proposed amendmentto Arucle 1V of the Provincial 
constitution will thus be unnecessary 


‘The Committee expect all Congress men in the Province to help Khan 
Abdul Ghaffar Khan, the acknowledged and unnvalled Icader of the 
Province im the difficult task that confronts him 


The organisahon of the Khuda: Khidmaigars 1s Khan Abdul Ghaffar 
Khan’s own creation and it has done signal service to the people of the 
province under his leadership In 1931, at Khan Sahab’s ee this 
organisanon of non-violent voluntecrs became part of the Congress 
orgamsauon The Khuda: Khidmatgars have ever since then been the 

alunteer organisation of the Congress in the Fronucr Province under the 
supreme command of Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan Their function 1s to 
serve the public and the Congress cause im the province and, if they are 
to retain their cfficiency they must remain under his command and 
subject to his disciphne Congress men im the Fronticr Province should not 
form or associate themselves with any volunteer organisation other than 
the Khuda: Khidmaigars 1115 open to the Khudai Khidmatgars to have a 
pledge for their members in keeping with Congress policy 


33 


Wardha, Working Committee Meeting, 22-23 October 
19391 


A meeting of the Working Commiticc was held at Wardha on Ocotber 22 
and 23, 1939 Shri Rajendra Prasad presided 


Members present were Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Smt Sarojyimi 
Naidu, Shris Jawaharlal] Nehru, Vallabhbhai Patel, Pattabhi Sitaramayya, 
Jairramdas Daulatram, Shankerrao Dev, Profulla Chandra Gose Harckrishna 
Mehtab and J B Kripalan 


Shn Rayagopalachana was present by special invitation Gandhyi was 
present throughout the discussions 
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Minutes 
The Minutes of the last mceting were confirmed 
Negotiation with the British Government 


The Committee considered the Viecroy’s declaration about British War 
Aims and India and passed the following resolution 


The Working Committee 1s of opmion that the Viceroy s statement in 
answer to the Congress mvitation for a clear declaration of the British war 
aims, particularly in their application to India 1s wholly unsatisfactory and 
calculated to rouse resentment among all those who were anxious Lo gain 
and arc intent upon gaining India’s independence This invitation was made 
not only on behalf of the people of India but for mihons of people all over 
the world, who were we of war and violence, and Fascist and 
Impcrialist systems which exploited nations and peoples and were ulirmately 
the cause of war and who ycarned for a new order of peace and freedom 
The Viccregal statementis an uncquivocal reiteration of the old impcnahstic 
policy The Committee regard the menuon of the differences among 
several parues as a screcn to hide the truc intention of Great Britain What 
the Committee had askcd for was a declaration of war aims as a test of 
Britain s bona fides regarding India respective of the atutude of opposing 
partics and groups The Congress has always stood for the amplcst guarantce 
of therights of mmontics The {recdom the Congress claimed was not for the 
Congress or any particular group er community, but for the nation and for 
all communitics in India that go to buildthatnation The only way to cstablish 
this frecdom and to ascertain the wall of the nation as a whole 1s through a 
democratic process which gives full opportunity to all The Committce must 
therefore, regard the Viccroy s statement as incvery way unfortunate Inthe 
circumstances the Committee cannot possibly give any support to Great 
Britain, for it would amount to an endorsement of the impcnalist policy 
which the Congress has always soughttoend Asa first step m this direciion 
the Committee call upon the Congress Ministincs to tender their resignations 


The Commiutice camcstly appeal to the nation to end all imtcmal 
controversies in this hour of great crisis and call upon all Congress 
Committccs and Congress men generally to be prepared for all developmcnts 
and ¢eventualiies and to show restraint of word and dced so that nothing 
may be said or done which 1s not in keeping with India’s honour or the 
principles for which the Congress stands The Committcc wam Congress 
men against any hasty acuon in the shape of civil disobcdicnce, poliucal 
smkcs andthe hke The Commuttce will watch the situation and the activities 
of the British GovernmentinIndia and will not hesitate to guide the country 
to take furthcr steps whenever the necessity for this ariscs The Committee 
desire to impress upon all Congress men that a programme of resistance, 
commensurate with the magnitude of the issue before the country requires 
perfect discipline within Congress ranks and the consolidation of the 
Congress organisation 


The Working Commitice reahse that the non-violent resistance offered 
a the Congress m the past has sometimes becn mixed with violence 

«Committee desire to impress upon all Congress men that any resistance 
that may have to be offered must be purged of all violence and toremind them 
ofthe pledges taken to this cffectas carly as 1921 during the Congress session 
at Ahmedabad and repeatcd on many subsequcnt occasions 
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Instructions to Mimstries and Legislative Parties’ 


The Parhamcntary Sub-Commuitice with the approval of the Working 
Committee issued the followmg instrucnons for the guidance of ministries 
and Congress partics in the Congress provinces 


The resolution of the Working commute calls upon Congress Provincial 
Governments to tendcr their resignation These resignations should be given 
after the Assembly meetings which have been convencd for the purpose of 
discussing such urgent business as may be pending but it is expected that 
resignations will be tendered by October 31 1939 


The Central Provinces and Onssa Assembhcs have been convened to mcct 
at the beginning of Novembcr and the Provincial Governments m_ these 
provinces will remain in office ull after this mecting 


Speakers and Deputy Speakers and members of the Assemblics Presidents 
and members of the Councils are expected to retam their offices and seats 
Ministers and P whamcntary Sccrctarics arc the only persons who arc at present 
expected to resign 


With regard to the resolution to be moved in the Assemblhics on war auns 
suitable amendmcnts should be madc in view of the new devUlopments 


Shri D P Misra 


The President informed the Committee that two of the Congress members 
of the C P Assembly out of the 12 who had brought charges against Shr 
D P Misra have apoksised and the rest had yet done nodung im the mattcr 
The Committce decided that the 10 members who had not yet apologised to 
Shri Misra should be asked to do so by the cnd of October If however they 
failed in this suitable action be taken againstthem The President w ts to write to 
them in this connecuon 


Constitution of Bombay PCC 


The Provincial Constitution of Bombay was placed before the Committee 
and sanctuioncd 
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Allahabad, Working Committee Meeting, 19-23 
November 1939? 


A mccung of the Working Committee was held at Allahabad from Novembcr 
19 to 23 1939 Shn Rajcndra Prasad presided 


The members present werr Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Mst Saropni 
Naidu Shns Jawaharlal Nehru) Vallabhbha: Patcl Jairamdas Daulatram 
Bhulabha1 Desai Pattabhi Sttaramayya Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, Bidhan 
Chandra Roy, Shankerrao Dev, Profulla Chandra Ghosh, Harcknshan Mehtab 
andJ B Kripalani 


1Smce mimstnes were to resign after individual provincial Iegistures in which Congress 
held a majonty had passed resolutions aaa roving the Viceroy’s statement tesignalions 
were tendered in stages e g 1n Madrasan f P on30 October in Bombay on 31 October 
andinC P on 8 November 1939 No direct actton was envisaged immediately follows 
To aoe: See reports 1n Star of india, 23 24 26 27 28 30 and 31 October and | 4 an 
ovember 
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Shns C Rajyagopachana and G B Pant were present by special invitation 


Ganghyi partcrpated in the discussion throughout the session 
Minutes 

The minutes of the last mecung were confirmed 
Pohtical Situation 


The Committee discussed the political situauion in India created by the war 
and the resignation of Congress Ministncs and passed the following rcsolution 


The Working Committee have noted with pleasure the response of the 
country to the policy enunciated by them im regard to the war cnsis in Europe 
and 1ts repercussions in India This policy based on numerous declarations 
of the Congress, was laid down in the statement issued by the Committec on 
September 14, 1939, and subsequcnt events have amply justified its wisdom 
andexpedicnce The course of the war and the policy pursued by the Bntssh 
and French Governmenis, and, mn particular the declarations made on behalf 
of the Brush Government in regard to India, seem to demonstrate that the 
prescnt war like the world war of 1914-1918 1s being carned on for 
imperialist ends and British imperialism 1s to remain entrenched 1n India 
With such a warand with this policy the Congress cannot associate itself’ and 
it cannot countenance the exploitation of India’s resources to this cnd 


The Working Committee’s uncquivocal dumand was for a declaration 
of war aims in rcgard to democracy and :rmperialism and in parucular 
how these aims were going to be applicd to India These aims could only 
be considered worthy if they meluded the climmaton of imperialism and 
the treatment of India as an independent nation whosc policy would be 
guided m accordance with the wishes of her people The answer to this 
demand has becn madc on behalf of the British Government to create 
musundcrstandings and to befog the main and moral issuc_ In justificanion 
of this refusal to make a declaration in terms of the Working 
Committec sresolution, communal pleas have been advanced and the rights 
of mmorities and of the Prices pleaded as a barricr to India’s freedom 


The Committce wish to declare with all emphasis that no communal 
considerations arisc in meeung the demand of the Congress, and the 
munoritics, whatever their other differences might be, do not opposc India s 
right to freedom and independence The Princes are represented by, and are 
the emblems of, the Paramount Power m India Inthe end it will be the pcople 
of the Indian states who will determine what part they wall take in a free 
India, though the British Government has consistently ignored their wishes 
ma matter which vitally affects them In any event the wishes of those who 
may oppose India’s independence are, and must be, utclevant to the 
declaration of the Briush government's intennons The Committec can only 
re this attempt to avoid a statement of war aims and Indian freedom, 
by taking shciter under irrelevant issues, as a desire 10 maintain mpenahst 
domination im India m allance with reactionary elements 1n the country 


The ones has looked upon the war crisis and the problems 11 raises 
as Ussentially a moral issue, and has not sought to profit by it in any spirit 
of bargaimng The moral and dominant issuc el war aims and in 1a’s 
freedom has to be settled sausfactorily before any other subsidiary 
question can be considered In no event can the Congress accept the 
responsibility of government, even im the transitional period without real 
power being given to popular representatives The Working Committee, 


therefore, approve of and cndorse the reply dated November 4, 1939 sent b 
the Congress President to the Viceroy si , 
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The Committee wish to declare agai that the recognition of India’s 
independence and of the nmght of her people to frame their constitution 
through a Consutuent assembly, 1s essential in order to remove the taint of 
imperialism from Brititain’s policy and to enable the Congress to consider 
further co-operation They hold that a Consutuent Assembly 1s the only 
democratic method of determining the constituuon of a free country, and no 
one who believes in democracy and freedom can possibly take exception to 
it The Working Committee believe too that the Constituent Assembly alone 
is the adequate instrument for solving the communal and other difficulues 


This, however, does not mean that the Working Committee will relax 
their efforts for armvmg at a solution of the communal problem This 
Assembly can frameaconsntution in which the nghts of accepted mmorities 
would be protected to their satssfacuion, and m the event of some matters 
relating to minority rights not being mutually agreed to they can be referred 
to arbitration The Constituent Assembly should be electcd on the basis 
of adult suffrage, existing separate electorates being retamed for such 
mmorities as desire them The number of members in the Assembly 
should reflect their numencal strength 


The declarations made on behalf of the Bntish Govemment bein 
inadequate have compelled the Congress to dissociate itself from Brisk 
policy and war effort, and as a first step in non Co operation, to bring 
about the resignation of all Congress Governments in the Provinces The 
Boncy of non-co-operation continues and must conunue unless the 

riush Government revises tts policy and accepts the Congress contention 
The Working Committee would however, remind Congress men that it 1s 
inherent in every form of Satyagraha that no effort 1s spared to acheve 
an honourable settlement with the opponent While a Satyagrahi 1s ever 
ready for anon violent fight, if 1thas to come he never relaxes his cffort for 
peace and always works for its attamment The Working Committee will, 
therefore, continue to explore the means of arriving at an honourable 
settlement, evcn though the British Government has banged the door in 
the facc of the Congress The Commitice must, however, resist, by the non- 
violent methods of the Congress, a}] attempts to coerce the pcople of India 
along paths which are not of their choice and everything that 1s against the 
dignity and freedom of India 


The Working Committee appreciate and ear res* pleasure at the readiness 
exhibited by Congrese men for the launching of Civil Disobedience, 
should this become necessary But Civil Disobedience requires the same 
sinict discipline as an army orgamsed for armed conflict The army 15 
helpless unless it possesses 1ts weapons of destruction and knows how 
to use them So also an army of non-violent soldiers 1s incffecuve unless 
it understands and possesscs the essentials of non violence The Working 
Committee desire to makc it clear that the true test of preparedness for 
Civil Disobedicnce hes in Congress men themselves spmning and 
promotung the cause of khad1 to the exclusion of mill-cloth, and deeming it 
their duty to establish harmony between communities by personal acts 
of service to those other than members of their own community, and 
individual Hindu Congress men seeking occasion for fraternismg with 
the Haryans as often as possible 


Congress orgamsations and Congress men should therefore Peres for 
future action by promoung this PCa an They should explain to the 
people the message and policy of the Congress and the implicauons of 
the Constituent Assembly which 1s the crux of the Congress programme 
forthe future 
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Congress men in Government Committees 


In connection with the Boriben of Congress men im thc Committecs 
appomted by the Congress Governments, and the Congress mcn engaged in 
executive work in departments hke the rural reconstruction and prohibition 
it was decided that they were to continue to function 1f no cffort was made to 
change their status and 1f nothing was done that was repugnant to their sense 
of national self respect 


Bengal Disputes 


The Working Commiltec have received complaints against ccrtain acts 
and omissions of the Bengal Provincial Exccutive and obtained explanations 
regarding the same from the Execuuve of the Province The Working 
Commuitcce have also considered the resolutions passed by the Executive 
Council of the Bengal Provincial Congress Committee at its mecting held on 
the 30th October, 1939 The Working Committee have once again to noic 
with regret that the tone and temper of some of those resolutions arc highly 
objectionable and wholly unbecoming a provincial commitice m its relations 
to the Working Committee and to record the waming that if presisted in, the 
Working Committee will fcc] compclicd to take noucc of the same 


In particular the Working Commiutice record their decisions as follows 


1 (a) The Working Committee note that the Executive Council have not 
been following sections 38 and 39 of the Bengal Provincial 
Congress Committee Consutuuion requiring that the Trcasurcr shall 
be in charge of the funds of the Bengal Provincial Congress Committee 
and that all money realised for the Bengal PCC shall be deposited 
in the bank through the Treasurer and al] withdrawals shall be made 
by cheques issucd under the joint signaturcs of the President or 
Secretary and the Treasurer, and that the Sccrctary may keep with him 
upto Rs 100 as imprest cash Attention having becn drawn to this 
senous breach of the Constitution the Working Commiuttce are now 
informed by the Sccretary of BPCC that an account has recently been 
opencd with a bank The Commuttec dircet that the sections of the 
Provincial Constitution in regard to funds and cxpenditure should be 
suictly complicd with The Commnuttee would take scnous notice of any 
non-compliance 


(b) The Secretary of the BPCC 1s required to submit without delay to the 
AICC office copies of the audit report made by the auditor appomted 
by the Bengal Provincial Congress Committee under Scction 40 of the 

onstutution for the years 1937 and 1938 


(c) Ibis regreticd that the accounts of the BPCC have not been inspected 
or audited by any inspector or auditor appointed by the AICC under 
Aruicle XX (d) of the Constitution of the Indian Nanonal Congress 
They depute Messrs Dalal and Shah or Messrs Chotelal M Shah and 
Co the Auditors of the All India Congress Committec, to audit the 
accounts of the BPCC for the years 1937-1938 and for 1939 upto 
October 31 and to submit thcir report before the next meeting of the 
Working Commitice In case the auditors of the All India Congress 
Committee are unable to conduct the audit within ume the Presidents 
authorised to appomt any othcr person or firm of auditors to conduct 
the audit and submit a report The Executive of the Bengal Provincial 
Congress Committee arc directed to place all account books, vouchers 
and other necessary papers at the disposal of the auditors for the 
Purposes of the audit and furnish explanations as may be required by 
the auditor The auditor will conduct the audit of not only the general 
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funds of the Bengal Provincial Congress Committee but of all other 
special fund or funds carmarked for particular purposes to be imbursed 
by the Provincial Congress Committee or 1ts Executive Council or any 
of ius Executive office bearcrs In particular the aud:tor will audit the 
accounts of the funds raised out of contribuuons by the members of 
Legislatures under Resolution No 3 dated August 14 17 1937 and 
kcpt in custody of the Leader of the Congress Party in the Provincial 
Legislature The Leader of the Congress party 1s requesicd to place all 
accounts vouchers and other papers before the audit and to furmsh 
explanations and give such othcr assistance in the audit as may be 
required by the auditor 


(2) The Working Committec note that in spite of the resolution passed by 11 
at Wardha at its mecting heid on Septtembcr 8 to 15 1939, calling upon the 
Leader of the Congress Legislative Party to transfer the fund created from 
the contnbuuons of the Congress members of the Legislature which had becn 
published in the Congress Bulletin No 5 dated Scptuembcr 25, 1939 at page 4, 
the Exccutive Council at its mecting on October 30 1939 passed a 
resoluuion requcsung the Leadcr of the Pany to hand over the fund to the 
BPCC to be ulllised by it Further it as to be regretted that the Exccutive 
Council passed this resolubon although it was aware that the fund was held 
by the Leader on behalf of the All India Congress Committee to whom it 
belonged im terms of the resoluhon of the Working Committec dated 
August 14 17, 1937 creating the fund subject to the imitation that 1t should be 
spent by the AICC within the Province © Committec 1s howcver mformcd 
that the fund 16 stull in possession of the Leader and has not yet becn 
transferred to the BPCC as desired by the Exccutuve Council or to Maulana A K 
Asad as decided by the Working Committee The Workmg Committee request 
the Leader of the Party to transfer it without any further dclay to Maulana 
A K Azadintenms of the resolution of the Working Commuttce referred to above 


(3) The Working Commiuttee disapprove of the resoluuon of the Executive 
Council relaung to the Elecuon Tribunal It ts unnecessary m the opinion of 
the Committee to repeat the reasons which compelied it to declare the 
clecuon of the Provincial Election Tribunal by the Exccutive Counc] null and 
void and which were fully stated by the President m his judgment dated 
July 17, 1939 pubhshed in Bulletin No4 dated September 7, 1939 It is 
equally unnecessary to restate the circumstances in which the Working 
Committee was constrained to apport the Provincial Election Tribunal on 
account of the inability or unwillingness of the Execuurve Council or its 
Sccretary to suggest suuable persons and which arc fully stated in the 
resoluuon of the Working Commiuticc dated September 8 to 15. 1939 and 
published at page 5 of the Bullctun No 5 dated September 25 1939 


The Working Committee appointed persons whom i considers to be 
unconncciced with any party and who by reason of their detached position arc 
able to dcal with disputcs in an imparual manner The Committee has no 
rcason to agree with the vicw cxpressed by the Executive Council in the 
resolution rcferrcd to above 


In vicw of the fact that dcfinite rules had not been framed for the guidance 
of the Election Tribunal some amount of overlapping of junsdiction was 
inevitable But the Committce note with regret that even in cases of such 
overlapping there was no jusufication for the Secretary of the BPCC to issuc 
orders and publish them 1n the Press countcrmanding the orders or decisions of 
the Tnbunal In particular the Working Committee wholly disapprove of the 
action of the Secretary in countecmanding the intermm order of the Provincial 
Elecnon Tribunal regarding certain disputes about Rayshahi district and 
directing the subordinate Committee through the Press to actin contravention 
of the orders of the Tnbunal [tis all the more regrcttable that the Secretary has 
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not withdrawn his orders even after the decision of the Tnbunal The 
Working Committee declares that the orders of the Secre have no validity 
and calls u him to formally withdraw the same and publish the act of such 
withdrawal in the Press 


The Working Committee note that rules have now been framed under which 
the Tnbunal will work and these mules have been considered by the Committee 
after hearing Sy Khsush Chandra Charkarvarti, Advocate, who had been 
deputed by the President of the BPCC with full authority to represent the 
Committee The rules are sanctioned as per separate note 


Now that rules have been framed 1t 1s hoped that no conflict will arise 
betweeen the BPCC Executive and the Provincial Election Tribunal The 
Working Committee direct that full co-operation be given by the Executive 
Council and its office-bearers to the Election Tnbunai in their work and their 
orders whether final or ad interim be carricd out by all Congress men and 
Congress Commiutttecs m Bengal sneluding the Provimc.al Congress 
Committee and its Executrve Council and all office-bearers of Congress 
Committees 


Disciphmary Action 


The Working Committce have considered the correspondence that has 
passed between the President and Srnyuts T J Kedar Jakatdar and Subedar, 
members of the Legislative Assembly of the Central Provinces and Berar In 
the opinion of the Committee there 1s no yustification for non compliance wath 
the order of this Committee on the part of the above menuoned members and 
the Committee has no option but to take disciplinary acuon against them 
The Committee accordingly decide that the said Sriyuts Kedar, Jakatdar and 
Subedar be dcbarred from becoming a pnmary member of the Congress for one 
year They are further disqualificd from holding any executive office or 
membership of any elective body in the Congress organisation and from being 
members of legislative or mumicipal or local body on behalf of the Congress 
for a period of three years 


Office-Bearers of Delhi PCC 


The Working Committee have considered the correspondence and the 
explanation received from the Secretary of the Delhi Provincial Congress 
Committee The Commitice consider the action of Lala Shankerlal President 
and Maulana Nooruddin Bihari, Vice president, and Sardar Bahal Singh 
Secretary, of the Delhi Provincial Congress Committee m taking part in the 
meeung held on July 9 1939, for demonstrating against certain resolutions 
of the All India Congrees Committee as entirely wrong and unworthy of 
responsible office-bearers in the Congress organisation and condemns the 
same In view, however, of the nme that has elapsed since the offence was 


oe the Committee consider 1t unnecessary to take any further action in 
the matter 


Utkal PCC 


Complaints having been received that the yearly accounts of the Utkal 
Provincial Congress Commitiece were not placed bere the Committee, 1f was 


decided that the AICC Auditor be sent to audit the accounts and report to the 
Working Committee 


Timetable 


The following timetable for different elections in connection with the next 
session of the Congress was passed 
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Congress Session—3rd Week of March, 1940 
Announcement of President’s elechon—February 18, 1940 
Meeting of Delegates to elect President and AICC members 
—February 15, 1940 


Presidenual] nominauons upto—February 4, 1940 
Elecuon of Delegates upto—J/anuary 28, 1940 


Sind and Assam PCCs Constitutions 


Ab WNe 


The Constitutions submitted by the Sind and Assam Provincial Congress 
Committees were placed before the Working Commitice and were approved 


Mymensingh Munc«ipal Elections 


After considering the representations received and hearmg M_ Abul Hayat 
and Manoranjan Habu I have come to the conclusion that the following 
gentlemen should be sclected as Congress candidates from the wards 
mentioned against their names 


General 


Ward 2-—Aghor Bandhu Guha 
Ward 3—Dr Prabhat Chandra Sin 
Ward 3—M Moazzam Hasan 
Ward 4—Basirmuiddin Ahmad 

Ward 6—-M Abdul Jabbar 


35 


roger Working Committee Meeting, 18-22 December 
93 


A mecung of the Working Committee was held at Wardha from December 18 
to 22 1939 Shri Rajendra Prasad presidcd 


The members present were Shrimati Saroyim: Naidu, Maulana Abul Kalam 
Azad, Shns Jawaharlal Nehru, Vallabhbhai Patel, Pattabhs Sitaramayya Jairamdas 
Daualatram, Bhulabhai Desai, Shankerrao Dev, Bidhan Chandra Roy, Profulta 
Chandra Ghosh, Harekrishna Mchtab andJ B Knpalani 


ShriC Rajagopalachana was present by special mvitation Gandhi attended 
the afternoon situngs throughout 


Minutes 
The mmutes of the last mecting were confirmed 
Pohtical Situation 


The Working Committee took stock of the political situation and passed the 
following resolution 


The Working Commnutee have studied with regret the recent 
pronouncements of the Secretary of State for India His reference to the 
communal question mercly clouds the issue and takes the public mind off 
the central fact that the Bntish Government have failed to define their war 
aims especially with regard to India’s freedom 


Ybid, pp 214 24 
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In the epmion of the Working Commiuttce the communal question will 
never be sauusfactonly solved so long as the differcnt partucs arc wo look 
to a third party through whose favour thcy expect to Zain special 

rvileges even though it may be at the cxapense of the nation The rule of a 
orcign powcr over a people involvcs a diviston among the clements 
composing it The Congress has never conccaled from itsclf the necessity 
of uniting the various divisions It 1s the one organisation which in 
ordcr lo maintam its national character has consistcntly tricd, not always 
without success, to bring about unity But the Working Committee are 
convinced that lasung unity will only come when foreign rule 1s 
complcitcly withdrawn Events that have happcned since the last mecung 
of the Committce have confirmed Uus opmion The Working Commutice 
arc aware that the independence of India cannot be maintaincd 1f there are 
warrmyg eluemcnts within the country The Committce are therefore entitled 
to read in the British Govermmmcent’s raismg the communal qucstuon 
reluctance to part with power The Constitucnt Assembly as proposcd 
by the Congress 1s the only way to attam a final settemcnt of communal 
questions he proposal contemplates fullest representation of all 
communitics with scparate electoratts where necessary It his alrcady 
been made clear on behalf of the Congress that mimority mghts will be 
protccticd to the sausfacuion of the minoritics concerncd, difference, if any, 
boing referred to an impartial uwibunal 


Congress men must have by now realised that independence 15 not to be 
won without very hurd work Since the Congress 1s pledgcd to non- 
violence, the final sanction behind itis civil resistance which is but a part 
of Satyagraha Satyagraha mcans goodwill towards all, cspccially 
towards opponcnis Picrctore itis the duty of individual congress mcn to 
promote and scck goodwill Success of the programme of K haddar as an 
acceptcd symbol of non violence, harmony and cconomic independence 1s 
indispensable The Working Commiticc, thercfore, hope that all 
Congrcss organisauions will, by a vigorous prosecution of the constructive 
programme, prove themsclvcs fit to take up the call when it comes 


Independence Day 


In vicw of the present political crisis and the urgent necessity of preparing 
the country for the struggle that may be forccd upon us in the near future by 
the attitude of the Brnitush government towards our demands 1 was felt that 
the Independence Pledge for this year should be so framed as to help im the 
preparation already on foot The followmg resoluuon was thercfore passed 


The Working Committee draw the attention of all Congress 
Commuttces, Congress men and the country to the necessity of observing 
Properly and with duc solemnity Independence Day on January 26, 1940 

ver since 1930 this day hus becn regularly obscrvcd all over the country 
and it has become a landmark 1n our struggle for ndcpendence Owing to 
the crisis through which India and the world are now passing and the 
possibilty of our struggic for freedom being continued m an mticnscr 
form, the next eclebration of this Day has a special significance attached 
to tt This celebration must therefore not only be the declaration of 


our national will to freedom, but a preparation for that struggle and a 
plcdgc to disciplined action 


The Working Commutice, thercfore call upon all Congress Committees 
and individual Congress men to take the pledge prescribed below in 
public mecungs called for the purpose Where owing to illness or other 
physical disubility, or to being in and out of way place, mdividual 


'Tor Jannah’s reaction sce Supra, p 439 
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Congress men are unable to attend a public meeting, i ela take 
the pledge in their homes, individually or im groups e Working 
Committce advise organisations and individuals to notify ther Provincial 
Congress Committees of the mectings held as well as the mdividual or 
group pledges taken The Committee hope that none who does not belicve 
in the contents of the pledge will take it merely for the sake of form 
Those Congress men whe do not believe m the prescribcd pledge should 
noufy ther disapproval, staung reasons therefor to_ the vincial 
Congress Committee giving their names and addresses This information 
ws TEeq“uired not for the purpose of any disciphnary acnon but for the 
purpose of perce the strength of disapproval of anythmg contamed 
in the pledge The Working Committee have no desire to impose the 
pledge on unwilling Congress men In a4 non-violent organisauion, 
compulsion can have little place The launching of civil disobcdicnce 
requires the disciplined fulfilment of the csscntial conditions thereof 


Pledge 


‘We belicve that 1t 1s an inahenable mght of the Indian people, as of 
any other people to have freedom and cnyoy the fruits of their tor and 
have the necessities of life, so that they may have full opportunities of 
growth We bchcve also that 1f any Govemment deprives a people of 
these rights and oppresscs them the people have a further right to alter it 
or to abolish it The Bntish Government tn India has not only deprived 
the Indian people of their freedom but has based itself on the exploitation 
of the masscs and has ruincd India economically pobtcally, culturally 
and spiritually We belicve, therefore that India must sevcr the Bnush 
connection and attain Purna Swaraj; or Complete Independence 


“Wc recognise that the most cffective way of joming our frecdom 1s not 
through violence India has gamed strength and sclf-rchance and marched a 
long way to Swaray following pcaccful and ligitzmate methods and it 1s by 
adhcring to these methods that our country will attain Independence 


‘We pledge ourselves ancw to the Independcnce of India and solemnly 
resolve to carry out non violcntly the struggle for freedom nll 
Purna Swaray \s attained 


‘We bchieve that non-violent action in general and preparation for non 
violent direct action im particular require successful working of the 
constructive programme of Khadi, communal harmony and removal of 
untouchability e shall seck cvcry opportunity of spreading goodwill 
among fcllow-men without distncuon of caste or creed ce shall 
endeavour to raise from ignorance and poverty those who have been 
negicctcd and to advance in cvcry way the interests of those who are 
considered to be backward and suppressed We know that though we are 
out to destroy the imperialistic system we have no quarrel with 
Englishmen, whether officials or non-officials We know that distinction 
between the caste Hindus and /faryans must be abolished, and Hindus 
have to forget these distinctions in their daily conduct Such distinctions 
are a bar lo non-violent conduct Though our rcligious fatth may be 
different, in our mutual relations we will act as children of mother India, 
bound by common nationality and common political and economic interests 


‘Charkha and Khadi are an integral part of our constructive programme, 
for the resuscitation of the seven hundred thousand villages of India and 
for the removal of the grinding poverty of the masses We shall, therefore, 
spin regularly, use for our pcrsonal requirements nothing but Khad1, 
and so far as possible products of village handicrafts only and endeavour 
to make others do hkewise 
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“We pledge ourselves to a disciplined observance of Congress pomeplcs 
and policies and to keep 1n readiness to respond to the call of the Congress 


PRnGVeE it may come for carrying on the struggle for the independence of 
la’ 


Central Assembly Attendance 


The Committee decided that the members of the Central Assembly will 
continue their abstenuon from the Assembly except msofar as 1t may be 
necessary to retain their seats 


Bengal PCC 


The one Committee a, that they have once again to review the 
working of the Executive of the Bengal Provincial Congress Committee and to 
take action thereon During the last few months the affairs of the Congress in 
Bengal have come up for consideration on several occasions On the last 
occasion, the Working Committee noted wrth regret the tone and temper of 
the resolution of the Bengal PCC and its Exccutive Council The Working 
Committee disapproved of the resolution of the Executive Council of the 
BPCC and their general atutude as regards the Election Tnbunal and in 
particular directed the Secretary of the BPCC to withdraw his instructions 
to the Distnct of Rajyshahi countermanding the orders of the Tribunal and to 
publish the withdrawal in the Press The Committee expressed the hope that 
there would be no further conflict between the Tribunal appointed by the 
Working Committee and the Executive of the BPCC and that full 
co operation would be given to the Tribunal The Working Committee regret 
that this hope has not been reahsed and as a result of complete lack of 
co-operation the members of the Tribunal have tendered their resignauons 
The Secretary of the BPCC has failed to carry out the specific direction given to 
him by the Working Committee and neither the President of the BPCC nor 
the Executive Council have taken any action in that regard The Working 
Committce feel that this state of things 1s deplorable and that thcy would, 
in the circumstances be jusufied in taking action under Arucle XIII, clause (C) 
(n) of the Constituion to make arrangements for carrying on the work of 
the Congress in the province In view, however, of the fact that fresh elecuons 
will be held soon, the Committee do not consider it necessary to take such 
an extreme step but they consider it absolutely essential to take steps to ensure 
that the elections be held m a fai and impartial manner The Working 
Committee resolve therefore that an ad hoc Committee consisung of the 
following persons, with Maulana Abul Kalam Azad as Chairman, be formed 
to make arrangements for and conduct electuuons of delegates to the next 
Congress and ali other elections to the Primary, Sub divisional, and District 
Congress Committees according to the BPCC mles The ad hoc Committee 
shall also have authority to dclimit and form consttuencies and to exercise all 
other powers exercisable by the BPCC or its Executive Council or any of 1s 
office bearers im regard to these elections The BPCC and its Executive Council 
and office bearers as also all subordinate commuttees and their office-bearers 
in the Province shall deal with and give all co-operation to the ad hoc 
Commiuttce and carry out all instructions by that Committee in regard to the 
elections aforementioned The ad hoc Commuttec shall function until the new 
BPCC is duly formed and its office bearers take charge of the work in the Province 


The Working Commitice request the members of the Election Tnbunal 
to withdraw their resignations and to function in terms of the Constitution and 
the rules framed All eae complaints relating to cluctions as well as any 
disputes ansing out of the elections to be held Réreatier undcr the direcuon 


Ty of the ad hoc Committee shall be disposed of by the Election 
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Complaints have been received that the funds of the BPCC were not kept in 
bank or otherwise dealt with as Teauired by the rules of the BPCC The 
Working Committee appointed essrs S R_ Bathbo: & Company 
Incorporated Accountants Calcutta as auditors, who have gone into the 
accounts and sent in their report Senous irregularities including failure to 
deposit in bank a large cash balance as admiticd are disclosed These matters 
have been dealt with in a separate resoluvion 


Ad Hoc Committee 


Maulana Abul Kalam Avad—Chairman 
Dr B C Roy 

Dr P C Ghosh 

Syt J C Gupta 

Dr Suresh Chandra Bancr}1 

Sit Kiron Shanker Roy 

Sjt Annada Prosad Choudhun and 

Sjt Benoyendranath Palit 


AICC Fund in Bengal 


Read the letter of Shri Sarat Chandra Bose the leader of Congress Party in 
the Bengal Assembly, addressed to Maulana Avad_ The Working Committee 
see no reason to alter its previous decision The Committee note with 
satisfaction that the balance of the fund has been handed over to Maulana Azad 
as directed but regret that Shn Sarat Chandra Bose declined to place the 
account books for audit by the auditors 


C~INMN AWN 


The Working Committee note with regret that many of the Congress members 
of the Bengal Legislature have not paid their quota to the fund and a large 
amount remains unrealised The Leader of the Party 1s requesicd to recover 
the arrears and to take the co operation of Maulana Azad in this matter, if 
necessary, and to report to the next mceting of the Working Committec 


Audit Report of Bengal PCC Accounts 


The Working Committee have considered the audit report submitted by 
Messrs S R_ Batlibo: & Co, Incorporated Accountants, Calcutta, who were 
appointed and asked to audit the accounts of the Bengal Provincial Congress 
Committee m terms of the resolution of the Working Committee dated 
November 19 io 23, 1939 


For the period Apn! 1, 1937 to March 31, 1938 beyond a set of accounts 
prepared by Messrs P K Ghosh & Co, Incorporated Accountants, the 
auditors were not supplied with any books, papers or vouchers for the period 
The Secretary of the BPCC reported to the auditors that when he assumed 
office on Apml 10 1938 he was not handed over charge of the books by the 
then Treasurer and Secretary, and no attempts have been madc to scarch for or 
trace those books of account, papers and vouchers The books papers and 
vouchers for the period Ist April, 1938 to 9th Apnl, 1939 have not been 
Roce and are said to be missing Accounts from 10th April, 1938 to 31st 

arch, 1939 and papers produced are incomplete 


The cash book which was produced to the auditors on the 9th December, 
which was wnitten upto the 31st Octobr, 1939, showed a cash balance of 
Rs 17,718-8-1 and the balance as drawn was signed by the Secretary There 
were no entnes 1n the Cash Book for the months of Novernber and December 
upto the date of its production nor was any rough Cash Book produced for 
the penod Thereafter, the Secretary called at the office of the auditors on the 
13th December and stated that two items of cash receipt aggregating to Rs 880 
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were inadvertently omitted from the Cash Book and the omission was duc 
to the hurry in submitting the Accounts to the Auditors 


According to the accounts as produced by them there was a closing cash 
balance of Rs 18,598-8-1, no part of which was bankcd into the bank account 
of the BPCC or produced im cash or otherwise before the auditors The 
Secrctary then gave to the auditors a certificate of cash balance reading as 
followmg 


‘Thereby cernfy that the cash balance of the BPCC Fund as at the close 
of business on 3141 October 1939 was Rs 18598 8 | (Rupccs eightcen 
thousand five hundred and ninety eight, annas cight and pie onc only) and 
the said balance was in my custody as on that date ” 


The BPCC had no bank account upto 31st October, 1939, crossed cheques 
which were reccived had to be cashed through some persons having a bank 
account At the request of the auditors later on a passbook of the BPCC was 
shown bung an account of the BPCC with the Pioneer Bank Lid The 
Account appcars to have been opened so late as the 21st November, 1939, with 
an mitial deposit of Rs 560 But a cheque for that amount appears to have 
been dishonourcd twice and ultimatcly credited as late as 9th December, 1939 
The final balance on the 13th December 1939 was Rs 12,389 9 0 


The followrng paragraph from the report deals with the cash balance and where 
and how it was held 


“We askcd the Office Secretary to explain the fact that on 31st October, 
1939, the balance as per Cash Book was Rs 18,598 8-1 and yct the Bink 
Account started 21 days later with a balance of Rs 560 only We wantcd 
to know what happencd to the large cash balances on 31st October 1939 
We were informed by the Office Sccrctary that the cash balance was with 
the Secretary and that 1t was in his own personal bank account and was 
being gradually credited to the BPCC account from time to ume and 
in instalments and that the balance at bank on December 13 1939, after 
meeung expenditure was Rs 12368 9 We understand that this bank 
balance includes Rs 4 163 0 6 from the AICC surplus ” 


Jt appcars from the above facts that the Secretary of the BPCC fajled to put 
its funds in 4a bank as he was bound to do From the certificate itis quite clear 
that the Sccret was not in a posiuon to produce the wholc or any part 
of the balance of the funds admitted by him to be with him on that day From 
the manner in which the account was sought to be opcencd on November 21, 
1939, itis clear that the momes were not casily forthcommg from where the 
same were held The final balance in the bank includes Rs 4 163-0 6 surplus 
from the AICC mecimg held at Calcutta It is clear that a sum amounting 
to Rs 10,371 3 7 was not produced nor banked by the Sccrctary upto 
December, 13, 1939 on which date and long prior thereto the whole of that 
money ought to have been with him and ought to have been ready for 

roduction and being banked Besides this, the state of affairs as disclosed 
y the audit show that books, papers and vouchers were not regularly kept 


The Working Commitice consider this state of things to be extremely 
unsatisfactory and detrimental to the prestige and efficient working of the 
Congress organisation in the Province The Provincial Executive cannot be 
considertd to have Guerre their duty p: rly and funcuon in terms of 
the Constitution of the BPCC which specifically requires that all monics 
should be duly banked Even overlooking all other uregularitics and the 
absence of proper accounts, which shoukd be easily available for inspechion 
and audit the Committee cannot tolerate that a large cash balance which at 

¢ lowest computation comes to over ten thousand Tupees should remain 


unbanked or unproduced or otherwise unaccounted for even at the ume of the 
special audit 
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The Working Committce direct that the admitted cash balance should be 
handed over to the Treasurer, Mr } C Gupta and be deposited by him m a 
bank without the least further dclay The Treasurer 15 uested to treat the 
realisation and deposit of the fund as his personal responsibility and report to 
the President of the Provmcial Congress Committee and to thc General 


Sccretary of the AICC 


In order that the state of affairs disclosed by thc audit report may be rectified 
the Secret and the Treasurer should take tmmediate steps to keep proper 
accounts and sec that monies arc disbursed m strict accordance with the rules of 
the BPCC and the pracuce obtaming in all public rear aon, in particular 
they should sec that no cash remains with any mdividual beyond the amount 
permittcd under the rules for petty expenses and that no monies are paid out 
exccpt through bank and on proper sancuion 


Membership for the Year 1940 


On arcfercnce berg made by the UP PCC 11 was decided that the enrolment of 
the pnmary membcrs for the next year may be commenccd from now care bung 
taken that the new membership 1s kcpt separate from the membership of 1939 


Fraction of a Lac 


On a rcference being made by the Sindh PCC 1 was decided that m the 
population of a distnct a friction of Iess than half a lac be not taken into 
account and more than half a lac be considered as onc lac for fixing the number 
of delegates retumabic by a district 


Kashmir 


It was decided that for the clection of prea oat delegates, the Kashmir State 
was not under the yurnisdiction of the Punjab PCC 


Delegates from Mysore 


The Excecutive of the Karnatak PCC had requested that there be no clecuon 
of delegates from Mysore in view of the poliucal struggle going on in the State 
The Committee had considered the representation and resected it They were 
agam approachcd to reconsider thuir decision The Commuttec saw no reason 
to aller their previous decision in the matter and decided that fresh clections 
of delegates be held for the next year in Mysore as in the rcst of India 


Provincial Constitutions 


The constituuons submiticd by the Bihar Punjab and Dethi Provincial 
Congress Committees were placed before the Working Commuttte and werc 
approved 
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Wardha, Working Committee Meeting, 19-21 January 
1940 


A mecting of the Working Committce was held at ‘Wardha from January 19 
to 21,1940 Shri Rayendra Prasad presided 


The Members present were Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Messrs Jawaharla) 
Nehru, Vallabhbhai Patel, Pattabhi Sitaramayya Bhulabha: Desai, Bidhan 


Ubid, pp 225 32 
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Chandra Roy, Shankerrao Dev, Profulla Chandra Ghosh, Harekrishna Mehtab, 
3 B Knpalan 


Shn Rajagopalachania was present by special invitation Gandhiyi 
attended the afternoon situngs of the Commitice 


Accounts 


Resolved that the expenditure mcurred by the All India Congress Commutice 
office under the following heads 1n the budgct of 1938-39 be sanctioned 


Rs as p 
Postage 3,374-13-9 
Tetephonic charges 576 11-4 
Stationery 561 7-7 
Pnnung 1 542-10-0 


Turkish Rehef Fund 


Resolved that the action of the President grantmg Rs 1,000 towards the 
Turkish Earthquake Fund be confirmed and the moncy be sanctioned and 
the Treasurer be instructed to pay the amount 


Authority to the Treasurer 


Resolved that Seth Jamnalal Bajaj, the Treasurer of the Congress, 1s 
hercby expressly empowered 


(1) From tume to time to appoint remove and reappoimt an attorney or 
attomeys to act cither yointly or severally and to confer on such attorney 
or attorneys all or some of the powers and authonues of Seth Jamnalal 
Bayay as such Treasurer, provided, however, that such delegation will not 
absolve the Treasurer from any personal responsibility to the Working 
Committee 


(2) Resolved further that Seth Jamnalal Bajaj as such Treasurer 1s hereby 
cnpreaely authorised toconfer on such attorncy or attorneys expressly all 
or any of the following powers 


(a) Toopen,contunuc and operate upon any banking account with any 
bank, person, firm or company and to close such account whether 
such account be already opened or may be hereafter opened and to 
draw and sign cheques and othcrwise operate upon such account 


(b) To endorse transfer, negotiate any cheques, Bills of Exchange, 
Hundies, and other negotiable instruments and secunties 


{c) To receive sums of money and secunties on behalf of the AICC 
(the Working Committee and the Congress) and to give effectual 
receipt and discharges for the same 


Next Session 


The Committee fixed the following dates for Committee meciin gs andtheopen 
session at Ramgarh 


Working Committee 14, 15 and 16 March, 1940 
AICC 17, 18 and 19 March, 1940 
Open Sscssion 19 20 and 21 March, 1940 
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Punjab Assembly By-Election 


The Committee considered the resolution of the Working Committee of 
the Punjab PCC regarding the nomination of the candidate for the Punjab 
Provincial Assembly in the West Multan Rural constituency In the opmion of 
the Committee itis within the competence of the Parlhamentary Sub-Committee 
to make the final nomination for election to the legislatures The Working 
Committee of a province 1s not justified in threatening resignation because 1ts 
recommendation 1s not acccpicd ay the Parliamentary Sub Committee 


Utkal 


Considered the representation of Shn Nabaknmshna Choudhry and the 
explanation of Shn Nijkanth Das and Godavans Misra regarding the 
procecdings of the meeting of the Utkal PCC held on December 22, 1939 


In the opimmion of the Committee the rulings of the Chairman were not 
correct and the resolution expressing want of confidence m the cxecutive 
should have becn itted to be moved for the consideration of the meeting 
but in view of the fact that the new elccuons are taking place, it 1s unnecessary 
to take further steps in this regard 


The Workmg Commiuttce approved of the action of the President :n 
entrusting the conduct of the elections im the province to Messrs Gopabandhu 
Choudhry and Harihar Acharya with full powers 


Bengal 


The Working Committee have considered the resoluuon of the BPCC 
recommending the postponement of Congress elections m Bengal The decision 
to hold the Congress elections in the country was arrived at after much 
consideration at a previous meeting of the Commnttee The Working Committee 
find no change in the political situation of the country since the previous 
meeting of the Committee to justify postponement of Congress elections 
The decision of the BPCC has bec taken at a me when all preparations were 
completed in all the other Provinces to hold the Congress clections The 
Working Commiuttec, therefore, do not consider 11 desirable to postpone the 
Congress elections in Bengal alone and direct the ad hoc committee to push 
through the elections as quickly as possible 


The Working Committee considcred the request of the BPCC for 
permission to launch Civil disobedience in the Province as normal working of 
Congress orgamsations 1s said to have become impossible The Committee 
resolved that the Congress Committees mm the Province should carry out all 
their normal activities at any cost If they are prevented from casrying them 
out in Bengal by the Govemment under the Ordinance or the Defence of India 
Act the BPCC 1s free to take any steps it considers necessary to meet the 
situation there It should be clearly understacd, however, that any steps taken 
by the BPCC 1s in vindication of the ordimary civil right of the orgamsation 
to function, and for that lumited Parpess only, and should not be regarded as a 


part of the general movement of Civil Disobedience for the attamment of the 
Congress goal 


The Working Committce have published their resoluuons on the general 
quesuon of civil disobedience in the country from time to time and there is 
nothing particular at this time to add to those resoluuons 


The other resolutions regarding amendment of the Independence Pledge 
and action to be taken on the 26th January, 1940 did not call for a separate 
treatment The first point was covered by the President’s statement to the press 
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which he made under authority of the Working Committee and the second point 
did not arise as the Government of Bengal had withdrawn bans on the 
procecdings of 26th January 


The resolution asking for a revision of the Working Commutice s 
resolution appointing the ad hoc committee 1s dealt with separatcly 


The Bengal Provincial Congress Committee had requested the Working 
Committee to reconsider their resolution by which they had appoinicd the Bengal 
ad hoc Committee to conduct the Congress clections in Bengal The Bengal 
Provincial Congress Committee had deputed Shri Sarat Chandra Bose to argue 
its case before the Working Committce Shri Sarat Chandra Bose pleaded the 
case of the Bengal Provincial Congress Committee before the Working 
Committce at great length The Working Committee gave the following dectrsion 


Decision 


The Working Commiuttcc heard Sjt Sarat Chandra Bosc at grcat length on the 
20th and 21st January 1940 at Wardha regarding the resolutions of the Bengal 
Provincial Congress Committee dated the 6th January 1940, asking the 
Working Commilice to reconsider thar resolution dated the 18th to 22nd 
December, 1939 appointing an ad hoc committee for conducting Congress 
elections m Bengil and subsequcnily on the 22nd January 1946 S; Sarat 
Chandra Bosc gave a note summarising his argumcnts Aficr giving full 
considcration to Sy Sarat Chandra Ayasc s arguments the Working 
Committee regret thair inability to aller ther decision The resolution of the 
Working Commiuttce was arnvcd at after long and anxious considcration and 
was necessitated by a surnices of acts and omismons on the part of the Bengal 
Provincial Congress Committee and its Exccutuve Council in defiance of the 
resolutions and pohcy of the Working Commiuttce and the All India Congress 
Commitice It may be noted that there has been no change in that atutude of 
the BPCC and its Execcutuve Council When _ the orking Commiutice 
appomicd the ad hoc committee the Executive Council of the BPCC mct on 
the 30th December 1939 and passed a resolunon the operative portion of 
which was a dcfinite rcfusal to accept the Working Committee s decision and 
run as follows ‘The Council, thercfore, regrets its mability to accept this 
decision of the Congress Working Committee, regarding ad hoc committee and it 
resolves to continuc funcuoning in accordance with the Constrtution of the Indian 
National Congress and the BPCC ’” This was followcd up by a circular issued by 
the BPCC to all Congress Commuttecs im the Province of Bengal and Surmia 
Walley which after reciting the resolution of the Executive Council said 
‘All Congress Committecs arc, thercfore requested to send all 
suggcstions regarding delimitation ctc , to BPCC office which 1s Icgally the 
competcnt body to dcal in the matter They irc also directed not to co operate 
with the ad hoc committee in all these matters The BPCC met on 6th 
January, 1940 and passed a resolution cnucising at length the resoluuion of 
the orking Commitice recording its protest against it and asking it to 
teconsidcr the resolution The BPCC took no notice of the resolution of 
the Executive Council refusing to accept the decision of the Working 
Committee and the circular issucd by the Secretary asking all committecs 
within the Province to disobcy it and not lo co operate with the ad hoc 
commiitce On the othcr hand the same resolution which asked for a revicw 
of the ROE Commuttce’s deasion also containcd a paragraph which 

reiterates 1s Tull confidence in the present Exccutive Council and the 
President Secretary and office bearers of the Committce and requests them to 
deal with the situation as wt arises” The action of the Exccuuve Council in 
passing the rcsolution above mentioned and the circular issucd by the BPCC to 
all Congress Commuttecs of the Province are a clear defiance of the resoluuon 
of the Working Commnice and the BPCC has by its own resolution 
cndorsed the action of the Exccuturve Council and its office bearers who 
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were responsible for the resolution and the circular 


The Working Committee consider these the most recent actions of the BPCC 
and its Executive as bemg quite in keeping with the attitude they have 
adopted dunng the last several months and which had forced the hands of the 
Workmg Committee to appoint the ad hoc committee 


The Working Committee in their rcsoluton had expressly stated that they did 
not like to take drastic step in spite of sufficient provocanon m view of 
impending elections but had contented themselves with a inung the ad hoc 
committee to ensure fair and impartial elections The need for such elections 
remaim and the Workmg Committec are unable to alter their decision 


Regering the points raised by Sy Sarat Chandra Bose, 1t may be stated that 
the Working Commiuttec did not lke to repeat in their resolutions of 18th to 
22nd December, 1939 all that had happencd bcfore and simply rcferred to 
the previous resolutions which had dealt with the situation as it had 
developed in Bengal during previous months and only mentioned some glaring 
facts Regarding the point of disobedicnce of specific mstructions, it may 
be metnuoncd that Election Tribunal passcd certain intenm orders to the cffect 
that Sj Saradindu Chakaravarti should function as the Sccretary of the 
Rajshahi DCC pending final disposal of the dispute before it on the 29th 
Scptembcr On the 30th September the Secretary of the BPCC issued a notice 
through the press countcrmanding the order ot thé Tribunal and saying that 
Sj Pravaschandra Lahin should function as Sccrctary and this appearcd m 
the papers of October 1, 1939 The maticr came up before the President, who 
after recciving an explanation from the Sccretary held on the 12th October 
that the ad interum order of the Tnbunal should be given cffect to and that 
S) Saradindu Chakravaru should function as Sccretar This was 
communicated to the BPCC and Sj; Saradindu Chakravarti and 
Pravaschandra Lahiri The BPCC and Sj) Pravaschandra Lahiri took no notice 
of this order for more than one and half months and when the Bengal affairs 
came up for review before the Working Committee on 18th to 23rd November 
the Committec gave specific mstructions that the ordcr of the Secretary should 
be withdrawn and the withdrawal published 1n the press 


It appears from what S) Sarat Chandra Bosc stated before the Commuttec 
that after the resolution of the Working Commiuttec the Secretary of the BPCC 
asked Sj Pravaschandra Lahin to hand over charge to Sy Saradindu 
Chakaravarti that Sy Pravaschandra Lahin wrote to the BPCC that he had 
asked Sj) Radharamon Bhattacharya to hand over charge and some further 
correspondence passed to a similar cffect Sy Radharamon wrote to the 
AICC Office at Allahabad on 14th Decembcr mforming the Sccretary that he 
had been ordered to hand over charge but this Ieticr was not received tll the 
Secretary had Icft for the mecting of the Working Commiuttce at Wardha and was 
not before him or the Working Committee when the resolution of the Working 
Commitice was passed It 15 admitted, however, that the othcr specific 
instruction of the Commitice that the withdrawal should be published in the 
press was not carricd out nor was the Tribunal at any stage informed of the fact 
that the counternmanding order had been withdrawn by the Secretary of the 
Bengal Provincial Congress Commuuce It 1s sought to explain that this was 
an om1ssion or an oversight 


The Sccretary had thought it necessary to issued a press statement 
countermanding the Tribunal’s order immediatcly after st had been passed 
but neither he nor the President of the BPCC nor the Executive Council 
considered it necessary to give cffcect to the order of the President of the AICC 
from 12th October to Ist Becember, 1939 and when the Working Committce 

ave specific direction to withdraw and to publish the withdrawal, the 
Secretary failed to carry out the sccond mstruction Coming as 1 did on the 
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top of all that had happened dunmng the previous months, the Working 
Committee passed their resolubon on the 18th to 22nd December and the fact 
that in respect of one poimt their mformation was not completc docs not 
furnish sufficient ground for alicring their decision 


S) Sarat Chandra Bose has referred to certain other mattcrs which are 
not germane to the question at issue and if 1s unnecessary to deal with them 
here S) Sarat Chandra Bose has argued that while the Working Committee 
art compcetcnt to supersede a Provincial Committee, 1t 1s not open to them to 
pass an order taking away and entrusting to an ad hoc committee one or some 
of their funcuons If 1 1s open to them to take away all the powers of a 
provincial committee, 1t 1s open to them to take away one of them 


In these circumstances, the Working Committee are unable to alter their 
previous decision The ad hoc commuttce will conduct the elections It1s hoped 
that all Congress Committecs including the PCC and sts Executive Council 
will co operate with the ad hoc committee and thus ensure impartial and fair 
elecuons whichis the intention behind the resolution of the Working Committee 
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Patna, Working Committee 28 February-1 March 1946" 


A mecting of the Working Committee was held in Sadagat Ashram Patna, 
from February 28 to March 1, 1940 Shn Rajcndra Prasad presided 


The members prescnt were Maulana Abul Kalam Azad Shrimati Saroyim 
Naidu Shris Jawaharlal Nehru Vallabhbhai Patel Jamnalal Bajaj, Pattabhr 
Sitaramayya, Bhulabha: Desai, Shankcrrao Dev, Profulla Chandra Ghosh, 
Hareknshna Mehtab and J B Kripalani 


Gandhi: and Shn Rayagopalacharia were present by mvitation 
Minutes 


The mimutes of the lasttwo meetings of the Working Committee held at Wardha 
in Decembcr 1939 and January 1940 respectively were adopted 


Accounts 


The audited Accounts for the penod October 1, 1938 to September 30 1939 
werc placed before the Committce and passed 


Baghelkhand 


The President informed the Committee that there was a desire expressed on 
the part of the Baghclkhand states to scparate from Mahakoshal PCC and 
unite themselves with the UP PCC The UP PCC executive had expressed its 
willmgness to incorporate the states in their province The President 
Mahakoshal PCC had said that there was no objection to the transfer It was 
however decided that the Mahakoshat PCC should consider this question and 
give consent to the transfcr before it 1s effected 


Bengal 
The Bengal PCC had passed a Jeng. 


it had disaffiliated the Mymensingh, 
with the Bengal Congress Election 


resolution by which among other things, 
ughli and Jessore DCCs for i ee 
Committee appomted by the Working 


‘bid, pp 417 20 
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Committee This action had created an awkward position for all such 
Committees in Bengal as were faithfully carrying out the instructions of the 
Workmg Committee ‘They had to be protected from the wrath of the Bengal 
PCC in revolt against the Working Committee This could only be done if the 
Working Commitice took action against the Bengal PCC under Article XIITT 
of the Congress Constitution ‘Phe Working Committee was therefore 
constrained to pass the following resolution 


The Working Committee understands that the Bengal PCC has passed a 
resolution purporting to disaffiliate the Mymentsigh, Hughh: and the Jessore 
District Congress Committee on account of their co-operation with the 
Congress Election Committee appointed by the Working Committee by its 
resolution of December last This resolution of the Executive Council of the 
Bengal Provincial POnErEsE Committee, coming as 1t does after a series of 
acts of defiance of the Workmg Committec leaves no room for any further 
condonation of their ndiscipline The Working Committee, therefore, calls 
upon the Bengal PCC to show cause why 1 should not be disaffiliated 
under Arucle XIII of the Congress Constitution The President ts 
authonsed after recciving such explanation as may be offered to take 
action thereon and if satisfied, to ass orders withdrawing all 
recognition from the present Bengal Provincial Congress Committee and 
further authonses him to take such further action as may be necessary in 
consequence thereof for carrying on the Congress Work 1n the that province 


The District Congress Commitcc of Mymensmngh Hughli and Jessore 
and all other district committees in Bengal are hereby informed that all 
actions taken by the Bengal PCC or its executive council for disaffiliation 
and othcrwise interfering with thei authority as a result of their loyalty to 
the resolutions and directions of the Workmg Committee, are null and 
void and shall have no effect 


Pending final orders by the President after receipt of any explanation 
that the Bengal PCC or ils executive council offers, the Bengal PCC and 
the executive council are suspended and their powers shall be exercised 
by the aforementioned elecuon committce 


Ajmer 


Complaints were received about the clection of three members to the AICC 
from Ajmer and the formauon there of the Provincial Congress Committee by 
co-opuon 


The opinion of the Committee was that on the date fixed for the AICC 
elections, as there were not more than three delegates it was quite 
constututional for these threc delegatc to elect themselves as members of the 
AICC They were also entitled in terms of the old constitution to co-opt the 
remaimmg members of the PCC However the newly formed PCC may be 
informed that 1t must make fresh rules for the formation of the PCC on the 
principle of election The principle of co-option must be so restricted that the 
number of persons co-opied may m no case exceed the total number of those 
who are authonsed to co-opt 


Delhi 


The President mformed the Committee about the difficulty of the three 
supervisors who had been eu by him to supervise elections in the 
Delhi Province Neither the C nor the Election Tribunal was co-operating 
with them, specially the latter Some speedy way of making the election of 
delegates possible before the Ramgarh session must be theretore devised The 
Committee after considering thc situation passed the following resolution 
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In view of the difficulucs thal have ansen im conducting the delegate 
elections in Delhi Province, and the consequent delay in their clections it 1s 
necessary to Lake urgent steps to expedite these elections so as tocnable Delhi 
delegates to take part in the Ramgarh Congress The Supervisory 
Committee should therefore m consultation with the Delhi provincial 
Congress Committee immediatcly fix the dates for the election In the event 
of any complaints being made about membership certificates not having 
been issued the supervisory Commniticeis authonsed Lo issuc such cerhficates 
after such inquiry as 1t may decm fit The Supervisory Committee may also 
cxaminc and dispose of any casc of fictitious membership where the Election 
Tribunal! has not already considered them and passed orders on them 


India and War Crisis 
The Comnnutcec discussed the political situation and adopted a resolution to 


be placcd before the Subjects Committee of the 53rd session of the Indian 
National Congress to be held at Ramgarh ' 
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Ramgarh, Working Commitee Meeting, 15-18 March 19497 


Amecting of the Working Committee was held in Ramgarh (Bihar) from March 
151018 Babu Rajcndra Prasad presided 


The membcrs present werc Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Shrimati Sarojini 
Naidu Shris Jawaharlal Nchru, Vallabhbhi Patel, Jamnalal Bajaj, Khan 
Abdul Ghaffar Khan Pattabhi Sitaramayya Bhulabhai Desai Shankcrrao Dev, 
Profulla Chandra Ghosh, Hareknshna Mchtab and J B Knpalam 
Minutes 


The minutes of the last meeting of the Working Commutec held at Patna were 
adopted 


Non-Official Resolutions 

The Committee took stock of the political situation, considered the non- 
official resoluuions of which duc notice had been given and decided the 
programme to be followcd in the Subjects Committee and the open scssion 


The following resolution was passed on the Caxton Hall tragedy in London 


‘For text of resolution see supra, appendix XX 6 pp 682 83 
°AM Zaidi and S G Zaidi (eds ) Vol XI op cit pp 420 21 
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Caxton Hall Tragedy 


‘The Working Committec has learnt with deep regret of the assasstmation of 
Sir Michacl O Dwyer! and the wounding of Marquess of 7ciland? and others 
by a person said to be an Indian The Committee docs not attach any 
poliucal significance to this unfortunate act of violence Nevertheless, it wishes 
to reiterate its conviction that all such acts are myurious to the national cause 7 


'B 1864 edn Balhol College Oxtord entered I CS 1885 Director, Lands Records and 
Agnculture Punjab 1876 Settlement Officer Alwar and Bharatpur States 1897 
Revenue Commissioner N WEP 1901 8 Chief Commissioner 1907, Resident 
Hyderabd (Deccan) 1908 09 AgenttoGovemor Gencral 1n Central India1910 12 Lieut 
Govemor Punjab 1913 19 (dunng the penod of marhal Jaw in the Punjab !eading to 
Jalhanwala Bagh massacre 1919) Member of the Commitice on the Army 1n India 1920 
author of India As | knew ut, Constable & Scuba Etd London 1925 Belonged to 
youe Churchill s anu concessionmist dic h group till assassinaicd on 13 March 


23 1876, edn Harrow and Tnnity Collcge Cambndge travelled Ceylon 1898 India 1899 
1900, Central Asia Scrbra 1903 Japan China and Burma 1906 16 Member Royal 
Commission on Public Services in India 1912 14 Governor Bcngal 1917 22 Member of 
the Indian Round 7 able Confcrence 1930 31 of Jomt Parliamentary Committee on India 
1933 Secret of State for India 1935 40 of Burma 1937 40 President Royal Indran 
Socicty 1923 50 of Royal Asiatic Society 1928 31 Govemor, National Bank of Scotland 
1940 52 d authcr of I svayez John Murrey London 1956 1d 961 


The Tunes, 14 March 1940 reported the incident as follows 


Sit Michael O Dwycrwas shot dead and Lord Zetland Secretary of Static for India, 
and two other distinguished Indian admimstrators were wounded when shots were 
fired by a man in the audience at the close of a pubhe mecting in London yesterday 
Lord Zctland cscapcd with a bullet graze and 1 ord Lamington and Sir Louis Dane the 
other victims both received arm injuncs 


The four victims of the attack had all spoken at the mecting which was held at 
Caxton Hall The meeting had just ended and the audicnce were on the point of leaving 
when the shots were fired A power. built man apparently an Indian aged about 
40 came close to the group of speakers and officials as lhcy were saying farewell to 
one another and fired one shot after another from a pistol 


The first bullet as it eppcace to onlookers killed Sir Michacl O Dwycr passing 
through his body from the back Succeeding shots wounded Lord Zetland who fell to 
the ground Sir Louis Dane whose arm was broken and Lord Lamington who received 
a wound which cut the main vein in his wnst The assailant was se1zcd overpowered, 
and held til the police arnvcd to arrest him 


The meeting was 4 oe gathering of the F ast India Association and the Royal 
Central Asian Rociety, eld in the Tudor room of the Caxton Hall Lord ZcUland took 
the chair and alectureon Afghamstan Ihe Present Position was given by Bngadier 

Gencral Sir Percy Sykes who spoke for about three quarters of an hour ter the 
lecture and remarks from the chair Sit MichaclO Dwyer made a witty speech which 
was warmly received The substantial unanimity of the Mushm worldin Reto of the 
Alhed causes in the war was emphasized After Mrs Mandcr (formerly Miss Audrey 
Ilams) and Sur Louis Dane had spoken a vote of thanks was moved by Lord 
Lamington 


The meeting was well attended, probably 150 to 170 pcopie were present many of 
whom had to stand and virtually all remained to the end and were still in the room 
when the shooting occurrcd 


Also see the Memorrs of Lawrence Second Marquess of ZeUland Fssayez John 
Murray London 1956 pp 287 89, 1n which the author, giving an account of the 
incident identifies the killeras Udham Singh and explains how his own life was saved 
by the handkerchief 1n his ket where the bullet had mt The handkerchief was given 
him by his youngest daughter for a Chnstmas present 


Bullet marks on the walls of Tudor room at Caxton Hall were preserved tll at least 
1965 when this editor visited the place and was shown around by the portcr who was 
there in March 1940 and had witnessed the incident 
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Principal Functionaries 


A—Party Officials 


Mushm League Presidents and Secretaries’ 
a) Presidents, All India Muslim League, 1906-47 


1 HH the Aga Khan? 1908-12 
(1877-1957) 
2 Maharaja Sir Muhammad Ah 1912 18 


Muhammad Khan of Mahmudabad 
(1877 1931) 


3 Mr MA Jinnah 1919 30 
(1876-1948) 

4 Sir Mian Muhammad Shafi 15 March 1931- 
(1869 1932) 15 December1931 

5 Sir Muhammad /afroilah Khan 1931-32 
(1893-1985) 

6 Mian Abdul Avsiz 1932 33 
(d 1946) 

7 Khan Bahadur Hafiz Hidayat Hosain 1933 34 
(1881 1936) 

8 MA Jinnah? 1934-47 


(1876-1948) 


Sources — SM _ Abdulla (Honorary Joint Secrcutary), Annual Report of the Ail 
india Mustun League for the years 1932 and 1933, The Grand Punting Works 
Baliimaran Delht nd Jamil ud Din Ahmad Documents of the Musiim I reedom 
Movement, Pubhshers Umied Lahore 1976, 574 5 and Syed Shanfuddin Pirzada 
Foundations of Pakistan All India Muslun League Documents 1906 1947, Vol U 
1924 47 National Pubhshing Hiouse Karacht 1970, pp 608 09 


?Mushm a was founded in 1906 Ifowever a regular President of Mushm League was 
elected only 1n_ 1908 It was on 30 December 1906 dunng the session of the 
Mohammedan Educational Conference at Dacca that the dele alcs discussed the 
formation of a political dh elogacray of the Mushms The proposal to establish 1 was 
imtated by Nawab Sahmullah and the gathenng was presided over by Nawab Vigarul 
Mulk The resolution presented was carned unanmmously and thus the All India Muslim 
League came into berng It wasin March 1908 at Aligarh that His Highness the Aga Khan 
was formally elected as the first President of All India Mushm League for three years 
Sources—Mohamed Ali (eds ), Green book No 1— Proceedings of a Public Meetin of 
the Mohammedans Assembled from Different Parts of India at Dacca on the ‘Yor 
December 1906 to discuss the formation of the All India Muslum League under the 
Chaurmanship of Nawab Vigarul Mulk Bahadur, Pnnted at the Indian Daity Telegraph 
Press Lucknow 1907 pp 118 and a 29 page booklet enuUled 7he AH India Muslim 
League (deahng with the establishment of the Ali India Mushm League) pmnted al the 
Pioneer Press by Geo Sim No 985 1908 


3Unul 1931, Presidents of the Mushm League were elected for a penod of three years In 
December 1931 at the Dethu session of the League, the League constitution was amended 
and the term of the President was reduced from three years 1o one year As for Jinnah he 
wasre elected as the President of the Muslim Lcague on 25 May 1924 atthe Lahore session 
and again on 31 December 1927 at the Calcutta session Ile left for England in October 
1930 The Mushm League Council re elected him as the Presidenton 4 March 1934 when 
he was in India ona short visit. Thereafter he countuunued to be elected as President every 
year He presided overthe League mecting for the last imeon21 February 1948 at Karacin 
where Choudhry Khahquzzaman was elected the Cmef Orgamzer of the Pakistan 


Mushm League See Syed Shamsul H d 
Company Karach 1976 p 17 asan (ed), Plain Mr Jinnah, Royal Book 
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(b) Presidents of Annual and other Sessions, (All India Muslim League) 


Nawab Vigarul Mulk, Dacca 30 December 1906 
Maulv: Mushtaq Hosamn Bahadur (naugural session) 
(1841-1917) 

1 Sir Adampn Peerbhar Karachi 29-30 December 
(1846-1910) 1907 
Shah Din Aligarh 18-19 March 1908 
(1868 1918) In continuation 

of Karachi meeting 
1907) 

2 Syed Ah Imam Amnitsar 30-31 December 
(1869-1932) 1908 

3 Sir Ghulam Muhammad Ah, Delhi 29-30 January 1910 
Prince of Arcot 
(1882-1952) 

4 Syed Nabiullah Nagpur 28 30 December 
(d 1925) 1910 

5 Nawab Khwaja Salimullah Calcutta 3-4 March 1912 
(1884 1915) 

6 Mian Muhammad Shafi Lucknow 22 23 March 1913 
(1869-1932) 

7 Sir Tbrahim Rahumtoola Agra 30-31 December 
(1862-1942) 1913 

8 Mr Mazharul Haq Bombay 30 December 1915 
(1866-1930) 1 January 1916 

9 Mr M A Jinnah Lucknow 30 31 December 1916 
(1876-1948) 

10 Maulana Muhammad Ah! Calcutta 30 December 1917 
(1878-1931) (President elect) 1 January 1918 
Maharaja of Mahmudabad Bombay 31 August 1918 
(§877-1931) 1 September 1918 

(special session) 

11 Mr AK Fazlul Huq Delhi 30 December 
(1873 1962) 1918 

12 Hakim Ajmal Khan Ammisar 29-31 December 
(1863-1927) 1919 
M A Jinnah Calcutta 7 September 1920 
(1876 1948) (Extraotdinary 

session) 


‘Danng the course of the session, Maulana Muhammad Ali remained 1n jal) hence he could 

not preside over the session mstead Mr Abdul Lanf Ahmad, Chairman Reception 
Committee, read the welcome address followed by an address by Maharaja of 
Mahmudabad See Syed Shanfuddin Pirzada, (ed ), Foundations of Pakistan All Indta 
Muslin League Documents, 1906 1947, Vol 1, 1906 1924, National Publishing House 
Limited Karachi,nd pp 398 400 and 424 
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13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


26 
27 
28 
29 
30 


Dr MA Ansar 
(1880 1936) 


Maulana Hasrat Mohan 
(1878 1951) 


Ghulam Muhammad Bhurgn 
(1881-1924) 


Mr M A Jinnah 
(1876 1948) 


Syed Rava Ali 
(1882 1949) 


Sir Abdur Rahim 
(1867-1947) 


Sir Abdul Qadir 
(1874 1950) 


Maulvi Sir Muhammad Yakub 
(1879-1942) 


Sir Muhammad Shaft 
(1869 1932) 


Maharaya Muhammad Ali 
Muhammad Khan of Mahumudabad 
(1877-1931) 


Dr Su Muhammad Iqbal 
(1876-1938) 


Chaudhri Muhammad 
Zafrallah Khan 
(1893 1985) 


Mian Abdul Aziz 
(d 1946) 


Hafiz neo Husain 
(1881! 1936) 


Syed Wazir Hasan 
(1874-1947) 


M A Jinnah 
(1876 1948) 
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Nagpur 30-31 December 1920 
Ahmadabad 30 December 1921 
Lucknow 31 March 

1 Apnl 1923 

(Session adjourned) 
Lahore 24 25 May 1924 
(Session reconvened) 

Bombay 30-31 December 1924 
Aligarh 30-31 December 1925 
Delhi 30-31 December 1926 
Calcutta 30 December 1927 

and 1 January 1928 
Lahore 31 December 1927- 

1 January 1928 

(Shafi Group) 
Calcutta 26-30 December 1928 
Allahabad 29-30 December 1930 
Delht 26-27 December 1931 
Howra 21 October 1933 

(Az1z Group) 
Delhi 25-26 November 1933 
Bombay 11-12 Apnl 1936 
Lucknow 15-18 October 1937 
Calcutta 17 18 Apni 1938 

(Special Session) 
Patna 26 29 December 1938 
Lahore 22-24 March 1940 
Madras 12-15 Apnl 1941 
Allahabad 3-6 April 1942 
Delhi 24-26 April 1943 
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31 MA Jinnah Karachi 24-26 December 1943! 
(1876-1948) 
(c) Secretaries, All India Muslim League 
1 Nawab Mohs:nul Mulk Mehdi: Ali Khan? 1906 1907 
(1837-1907) 
and Nawab Viqarul Mulk Maulv: Mushtag Hosain 
2 Nawab a Mulk Maulv: Mushtaq Hosam? 1907-1908 
(1841-191 
3 Major Syed Hasan Bilgrami 1908-1910 
(d 191 3) 
4 Maulv1 Muhammad Aziz Mirza 4910-1912 
(1865 1912) 
5 Syed Wavir Hasan 1912-1918 
(1874-1947) 
6 Syed Zahur Ahmad 1919 1926 
(6 1870) 
7 Dr Safuddin Kitchicw 1926-1929 
(1884-1963) 
8 Maulvi Son Muhammad Yakub 1930 1933 
(1879 1942) 
9 Professor Mirza Muhammad Said* 1933 
(1886-1962) 
10 Hafiz Hidayat Hosain>® 1934 1935 
(1881-1936) 
11 Maulvi Sir Muhammad Y akub* 1935-1936 
(1879 1942) 
12 Nawabzada Liaquat Ah Khan 1936-1947 


(1895-1951) 


"No annual session or special session of All India Mushm was held after this date However 
Jinnah presided over the All India Muslim League Legislators Convention on 8 9 Hite 
1946 held at Delh1 See Liaquat Ah Khan Honorary Secretary All India Muslim League 
Resolutions of the All India Muslim League, January 1944 December 1946, All India 
Muslim League,nd p45 


?Mohsinul Mulk and Viqarul Mulk jointly held the office of the Secretary of the 
Mushm League 


+Consequent on Mchsinul Mulk’s death on 16 October 1907, the office passed on to Viqarul 
Mulk independently 


*Muslim League Documents Vol 211 
sMuslim League Documents, Vols 219,220 
SMuslim League Documents Vols 168 222 
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(d) Congress Presidents of Plenary Sessions of the Indian National Congress, 
1885-1947" 


Year & Venue Years of Birth and 
of sessions Death of Presidents 


Nos of Names and their 
Sessions tenure of office 


1WwWC Bonnerice 
(Dec 28, 1885 10 Dec 28, 1886) 


2 Dadabhai Nacroy1 
(Dec 28, 1886 to Dec 27, 1887) 


3 Badruddin Tyaby: 
(Dec 27, 1887 to Dec 26 1888) 


4 George Yule 
(Dec 26, 1888 to Dec 26, 1889) 


5 William Wedderbum 
(Dec 26 1889 to Dec 26, 1890) 


6 Pherozshah Mchta 
(Dec 26, 1890 to Dec 28, 1891) 


7 P Ananda Charlu 
(Dec 28, 1891 to Dec 28, 1892) 


1885 Bombay (1844-1906) 


1886 Calcutta (1825-1917) 
1887 Madras (1844-1906) 
1888 Allahabad (1829-1892) 
1889 Bombay (1836 1918) 
1890 Calcuna (1845 1915) 


1891 Nagpur (1843-1908) 


8 W C Bonnerjee 


(Dec 28, 1892 to Dec 27, 1893) 


1892 Allahabad (1844-1906) 


9 Dadabhai Naoroy: 1893 Lahore (1825-1917) 
(Dec 27 1893 to Dec 26 1894) 
10 Alfred Webb 1894 Madras (1834-1908) 


11 


(Dec 26 1894 to Dec 27, 1895) 


Surendranath Banerjee 


1895 Poona 


(1848-1925) 


(Dec 27,1895 to Dec 28, 1896) 


12 Rahimatullah M Sayan: 
(Dec 28,1896 10 Dec 28 1897) 


13 C Sankaran Nair 
(Dec 28 1897 to Dec 29, 1898) 


1896 Calcutta (1847 1902) 


1897 Amraou (1857-1934) 


14 Ananda Mohan Bose 1898 Madras (1847 1906) 
(Dec 29, 1898 tao Dec 29 1899) 

15 RC Dutt 1899 Lucknow (1848 1909) 
(Dec 29 1899 to Dec 29, 1900) 


16 N G Chandavarkar 
(Dec 29,1900 to Dec 28 1901) 


17 Dinshaw E Wacha 
(Dec 28, 1901 to Dec 29, 1902) 


1900 Lahore (1855 1923) 


1901 Calcutta (1844-1936) 


’Amin Ahmad Zaidi (ed) Portraits and Profile President: Indi ‘at Z 

oe a. oe teas Dione of Appea ohtucal Resecrch, aN 1986 
an n (e icttonary of National Biography, Vol Ui, op cit , and B 

Peatabhn Sularamayya, History of the Tala Nana Cone | 885 1 935 op cit 
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18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


26 


27 


28 


29 


30 


31 


32 


33 


35 


36 


Surendranath Baner 
(Dec 29, 1902 to Dec, 28, 1903) 


Lalmohan Ghosh 
(Dec 28, 1903 to Dec 28, 1904) 


Henry Cotton 
(Dec 28, 1904 to Dec 28, 1905) 


Gopal Knshna Gokhale 
(Dec 28, 1905 to Dec 26, 1906) 


Dadabhai Naoroy 
(Dec 26, 1906 rs Dec 26, 1907) 


Rashbihan Ghosh 
(Dec 26, 1907 to Dec 27, 1909) 


Rashbihar Ghose 


M M Malaviya 
(Dec 27, 1909 to Dec 26, 1910) 


Wilham Wedderburn 
(Dec 26 1910to Dec 26 1911 


Bishan dean Dar 
(Dec 26,1911 to Dec 26 1912) 


R_N Mudholkar 
(Dec 26,191210 Dec 26 1913) 


Nawab Syed Muhammad 
(Dec 26, *T913 to Dec 28, 1914) 


Bhupendranath Bas 
(Dec 28, 1914 to Dec 27 1915) 


Satyendra Prasanna Sinh 
(Dec 27,1915 to Dec 28, 1916) 


A C Mazumdar 
(Dec 28, 1916to Dec 26, 1917) 


Anme Besant 
(Dec 26,1917 to Dec 29, 1918) 


Syed Hasan Imam 
(Aug 29,1918 to Dec 26, 1918) 


M M Malaviya 
(Dec 26,1918 to Dec 28, 1919) 


Moulal Nehru 
(Dec 28,1919 to Sept 04, 1920) 


Lala Laypat Rai 
(Sept 04, 1920 to Dec 26, 1920) 


C_WViyayaraghavachar 
(Dec 26, 1920 to Dec “87, 1921) 


Hakim Ajmal Khan 
(Dec 27, 1921 to Dec 26, 1922) 
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1902 Ahmedabad (1848-1925) 


1903 Madras 
1904 Bombay 
1905 Benaras 
1906 Calcutta 
1907 Surat 
1908 Madras’ 


1909 Lahore 


1910 Allahabad 


1911 Calcutta 


1912 Bankipore 


1913 Karachi 
1914 Madras 


1915 Bombay 


1916 Lucknow 


1917 Calcutta 


1918 Bombay 
(Special) 


1918 Delh 


1919 Amritsar 


1920 Calcutta 
(Special) 


1920 Nagpur 


1921 
Ahmedabad 


(1849 1909) 
(1845 1915) 
(1866-1915) 
(1825-1917) 
(1845 1921) 
(1845-1921) 
(1861-1946) 
(1836-1918) 
(1864-1916) 
(1857-1921) 
(1867 1919) 
(1859-1924) 
(1863-1927) 
(1851-1922) 
(1847-1933) 
(1871-1933) 
(1861-1946) 
(1861-1931) 
(1865-1928) 
(1852 1944) 


(1863-1927) 


aan same Surat session continued at Madras No independent session was convened in 
1 
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37 C R Dass 1922 Gaya (1870-1925) 
(Dec 26, 1922 to Sept 15 , 1923) 

Abul Kalam Azad 1923 Delhi (1888-1958) 
(Sept 15 , 1923 to Dec 28, 1923) (Special) 

38 Maulana Muhammad Al 1923 Cocanada (1878-1931) 
(Dec 28 ,1923to Dec 26, 1924) 

39 Mahatma Gandhi 1924 Belgaum (1869-1948) 
(Dec 26 ,1924to Dec 26, 1925) 

40 Sarojini Naidu 1925 Kanpur (1879 1949) 
(Dec 26 , 1925 to Dec 26, 1926) 

41 Srinivasa lyengar 1926 Gauhati (1874-1941) 
(Dec 26 ,1926to Dec 26, 1927) 

42 M A Ansan 1927 Madras (1880-1936) 
(Dec 26 , 1927 to Duc 29, 1928) 

43 Motilal Nehru 1928 Calcutta (1861-1931) 
(Dec 29,1928 10 Dec 29, 1929) 

44 Jawharlal Nehru 1929 Lahore (1889-1964) 
(Dec 29 , 5929 to Mar 29, 1931) 

45 Vallabhbhai Patel 1931 Karachi (1875-1950) 
(Mar 29,1931 to Apr 24 1932) 

46 Madan Mohan Malaviya' 1932 Delhi (1861 1946) 
Scth Rancholal faci } 

Rajendra Prasad Actg 

M A Ansan (Actg ) 
S S Caveeshar (Actg ) 
Abdul Kalam Azad (Actg ) 
Sarojim Naidu (Actg ) 

47 Madan Mohan Malaviya 1933 Calcutta (1861-1946) 
(Apr 24,1932 to Oct 26, 1934) 

Nellie Sen Gupta (Actg ) (1886-1973) 

48 Rajendra Prasad 1934 Bombay (1884-1963) 
(Oct 26,1934 10 Apr 12, 1936 

49 Jawaharlal Nchru 1936 Lucknow (1889-1964) 

50 Jawaharlal Nehru 1936 Faizpur (1889-1964) 
(Apr 12,1936 to Feb 19, 1938) 

51 Subhash Chandra Bose 1938 Hanpura (1897-1945) 
(Feb 19, 1938 to April 27, 1939) 

52 Subhas Chandra Bose 1939 Tnpuri (1897-1945) 
Rajendra Prasad (1884 1963) 
(April 27 , 1939 to March 17, 1940) 

53 Abul Kalam Azad 1940 Ramgarh (1888 1958) 
(March 17 , 1940 to July 06 1946) 

Jawaharlal Nehru (1889-1964) 


July 06 , 1946 to Nov 21, 1946) 


1On the occasions of the 46th and 47th sessions, the President designate, Malaviya was 
arrested before he could preside over them In his absence, 46th session was presided over 
by Seth Ranchodlal who was succeeded by five Acting Congress Presidents one after the 


Gente. The next 47th session was presided overin similarcircumstances by Mrs Nellie Sen 
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54 J] B Knpalam 1946 Meerut (b 1888) 
(Nov 21,1946 to Nov 15, 1947) 


(e) Secretary, India National Congress, 1934-1945 
I General Secretary,] B Knpalani 1934-45 (b 1888) 


B— State Functionaries 


(a) British Monarchs Since 1858! 
Accession Coronation Reigned 


1 AlexandnnaVictona 20 January 1837 =28 June 1838 63 Years 
(1819-1901) 


2 Albert, Edwards VIL = 22 January 1901 QAugust 1902 9 Years 
(1841 1910) 


3 Gcorge Fredenck 6 May 1910 22June 1911 25 Years 
Emest Albert, George V 
(1865 1936) 


4 Edward Albert 20 January 1936 325 Days 
Christian George 
Andrew Patric David, 
Edward VIII 
(1894-1972) 


5S Albert Arthur George, 11. Dccember 1936 12 May 1937 15 Years 
George VI 
(1895 1952) 


6 Ehzabeth Alexandra 6 February 1952 2June 1952 — 
Mary, Ehzabeth Il 
(1926-_) 


'1David Butier and Jenme Freeman (eds ) British Political Facts 1900 1968 31rd Edition 
Macmillan London, 1969 pp 246 49 Plantagenet Somerset Fry, /,000_ Great Lives, 
iiamlyn London, 1979 Chambers Buo, papeeat Putonary: Revised Edition 1984 
J Bryan Ill and Charles A V Murph Phe indsor Story, Granada, London, 1979 and 
A King s Story The Memors of i R i The Duke of Windsor Repmnit Society, London, 
1953 reprint, first published 1951 
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(b) British Prime Ministers’ 


The exact origin of the term ‘Pmme Munister’ ts the subject of several legal 
treatises and the question to whom the designation should first be applied is sull 
a controversial poimt According to Sir Wilham Anson, ‘a man becomes Pnme 
Minister by kissing the king’s hands and accepting the commission to form a 
muiustry’ ‘therefor the dates given below are those on which the royal hands were 
kissed, not those on which the oath was taken The list includes the names of the 
holders of office from 1858 although the institution had been established with Sir 
Robert Walpole on 15 May 1730 


Earl of Derby 20 February 1858 
Viscount Palmerston 12 June 1859 
Earl Russeli 29 October 1865 
Earl of Derby 28 June 1866 
Benjamin Disrach 27 February 1868 
William Ewart Gladstone 03 December 1868 
Benjamin Disraeli 20 February 1874 
William Ewart Gladstone 23 Apnl 1880 
Marquess of Salisbury 23 June 1885 
William Ewart Gladstone O01 February 1886 
Marquess of Salisbury 25 July 1886 
William Ewart Gladstone 15 August 1892 
Ear} of Rosebery O05 March 1894 
Marquess of Salisbury 25 June 1895 
Arthur Jamcs Baifour 12 July 1902 
Sir He Campbell-Bannerman 05 December 1905 
Herbert Henry Asquith 07 April 1908 
David Lloyd George 07 December 1916 
Andrew Bonar Law 23 October 1922 
Stanley Baldwin 22 May 1923, 
James Ramsay MacDonald 22 January 1924 
Stanicy Baldwin 04 November 1924 
James Ramsay MacDonald 05 June 1929 
Stanley Baldwin 07 June 1935 
Arthur Nevilie Chamberlain 28 May 1937 
Winston Spencer Churchill 10 May 1940 
Clement Richard Attlee 26 July 1945 


‘KK Azzy The British in India A Study in impenahsm, Nalional Commission on 
Histoncal and Cultural Research Islamabad 1976, pp 339 40 
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(c) Secretaries of State for India’ 


The Government of India Act of 1858 transferred the control of India from the 
East India Company to the Crown, and ministerial responsibility for Indian affairs 
from the President of the Board of Control to the Sccretary of State for India m 
Ceuncil By the Government of Ind:a Act of 1935 the Secretary of State acquired 
the ttle of ‘Secretary of State for India and for Burma’ 


Lord Stanle 02 September 1858 
Sir Charles Wood 18 June 1859 
Ear] de Grey and Ripon 16 February 1866 
Viscount Cranbome 06 July 1866 
Sir Stafford Northcote 08 March 1867 
Duke of Argyll 09 December 1868 
Marquess of Salssb 21 February 1874 
Gathome Hardy (cr Viscount 

Cranbrook 14 May 1878) 02 April 1878 
Marquess of Hartington 28 April 1880 
Earl of Kimberle 16 December 1882 
Lord Randolph Churchill 24 June 1885 
Earl of Kimberley 06 February 1886 
Sur Richard Asshcton Cross (cr 

Viscount Cross 19 August 1886) 03 August 1886 
Earl of Kimberlicy 18 August 1892 
Henry Hartley Fowler 10 March 1894 
Lord George Francis Hamilton 04 July 1895 
William St John Brodrick 09 October 1903 
John Morlcy 11 December 1905 
Earl of Crewe 07 November 1910 
Viscount Morley of Blackburn 07 March 1911 
Earl of Crewe 25 May 1911 
Joseph Austen Chamberlain 27 May 1915 
Edwin Samuel Montagu 20 July 1917 
Viscount Pccl 21 March 1923 
Sir Lord Olivier 23 January 1924 
Earl of Birkenhead 07 November 1924 
Viscount Pec] 01 November 1928 
William Wedgwood Benn 08 Tune 1929 
Sir Samuel John Gumey Hoare 26 August 1931 
The Marquess of Zetland 07 June 1935 
Leopold Stcnnett Amery 15 May 1940 
F Pethick Lawrence 04 August 1945 
The Earl of Listowel 23 April 1947 

"NIM Station Office, Supplement to the India Office and Burma List, 1947 


Chronological Lists of Heads of Administration in india andat Home, London, 1947 pl 
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(d) Governors-General /¥iceroys! 


1 
ibid, p 8 Names of officiating and temporary holders of office are given 1n italics 


Viscount Canning 

Earl of Elgin I 

Sir Robert Napier 

Sir WilhamT Denison 

Sir John Lawrence 

Earl of Mayo 

John Strachey 

Lord Napier of Merchistoun 
Lord Northbrook 

Lord Lytton 

Marquess of Ripon 

Earl of Duffcenn 

Marquess of Lansdowne 

Ear] of Elgin and Kincardine 

Baron Curzon of KedIcston 

Baron Ampthill 

Baron Curzon of Kedlcston 

Earl of Minto 

Baron Hardinge of Penshurt 

Baron Chelmsford 

Earl of Reading 

Eari of Lytton 

Baron Irwin 

Viscount Goschen llawkhurst 
Earl of Willmgdon 

Sir George Frederick Stanley 
Marquess of Linlithgow 
Baron Brabourne 

Viscount Wavell of Cyrenaica 
and Winchester 

Str John Coivilte 


Viscount Mountbatten of Burma 


O01 November 
12 March 

21 November 
O02 December 
12 January 

12 January 
O9 February 
23 February 
03 May 

12 April 

08 June 

13 December 
10 December 
27 January 
06 January 
30 April 

13 December 
18 November 
23 November 
04 April 

02 April 

10 April 

03 April 

29 June 

18 April 

16 May 

18 April 

25 June 


20 October 
21 March 
30 March 
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(e) Provincial Governors 1937-39! 


10 


11 


Sir John Anderson 

Lord Michael Herbert Rudolph 
Knatchbull Brabourne 

Sir Robert Niel Reid (Acting) 


Sir John Ackroyd Woodhead 
(Temporary) 
Sir John Arthur Herbert 


Sur Maurice Garmer Hallet 
Sir Thomas Alexandcr Stewart 


Lord Michacl Herbert Rudolph 
Knatchbull Brabourne 
Sir Lawrence Roger Lumicy 


Sir Hyde Clarendon Gowan 
H Bomford nee 
Sur Francis Verncr Wylie 


Lord John Francis Ashley 
Erskine 

Ra: Bahadur Su Kurma Venkata 
Rcddi Naidu (Acting) 


Sir John Austen Hubback 
G T Boag (Acting) 


Sir Herbert William Emerson 
Sir Henry Duffield Craik 


Sir Harry Graham Harg 
Sir Maunce Gamrnicr Hallett 


Sir Robert Niel Reid 


Sir Gilbert Pitcairn Hogg (Acting) 
Sur Henry Joseph Twynam (Acting) 


N WFP 


Sir Gcorge Cunningham 
Eward Broadbent 
Parsons (Acting) 


Sir Lancelot Graham 


Sur Joseph Hugh Garrett (Acting) 
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Provinces Date of Appoimtment/Tenure 


Bengal 


Bihar 


Bombay 


CP & 
Berar 


Madras 


Orissa 


Punjab 
UP 


Assam 


Sind 


29 March 1932 1 Apn] 1937 


27 Nov 1937-39 
25 Junc-24 Oct 1938, 
24 Fcb 1939-11 June 1939 


12 June-Nov 1939 


18 Nov 1939-43 


11 March 1937 39 
5S August 1939 43 


1933 37 
18 September 1937 
27 March 1943 


1933-1938 
3 March 1938-27 May 1938 
28 May 1938-40 


15 November 1934— 
11 March 1940 


18 June 1 October 1936 


April 1936 1941 
11 August 1938- 
8 December 1938 


12 April 1933 April 1938 
4 Apnl 1938-April 1941 


6 December 1934-39 
7 December 1939-Dec 1945 


4 March 1937-May 1942 
24 June-24 October 1938 
24 Feb 1939 5 Oct 1939 


2 March 1937 1939Sir Arthur 
11August1939- 
10 December 1939 


1 April 1936-41 
1 August-1 December 1938 


ibid, pp 15, 18,21 23, 24, 26 30 and Nnpendra Nath Mitra, (ed ), The Indian Annual 
Register Ae Annual Digest of Public Affairs of india, VolI, January June 1940), The 


Annual 


egister Office, Calcutta nd,ppi 5 
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(f) Provincial Chief Ministers 1937-39! 


1 


2 


10 


11 


'Nnpendra Nath Mitra, (ed 


Shnikrishna Sinha 
(1887-1961) 


Bal Gangadhar Kher 
(888 1957) 


Dr Narayan Bhaskar Khare 


(1882-1969) 


Pandit Ravi Shanker Shukla 


(1877-1956) 


Chakravarh: Rajagopalachan 


(1878-1972) 


Bishwanath Das 
(1889 1971) 


Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant 


(1887 1961) 


Abul Kasem Fazlul Huq 


(1873 1962) 


Sardar Sir Sikander Hyat Khan 


(1892-1942) 


Sur Syed Muhammad Saadullah 


(1885-1955) 


Gopinath Bardolo1 
(1890 1950) 


Dr Khan Saheb 
(1883 1958) 


Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatullah 


(1879 1948) 


Allah Bux 
(1897-1943) 


op cit , Vols 1 [WV Naresh 


‘ol Tand IT Manchar Publications Delhi 1979, 1983 and Who W. Vv av 
Adam & Charles Black, London, 1984 edition and 1981 RON Be NO e 


Bihar 
Bombay 


Central 
Provinces 


Madras 
Orissa 
United 
Provinces 
Bengal 


Punjab 


Assam 


N -WFP 


Sind 


op cit, Vol I January June 1937 
umar Jain, (ed) Mushminindia A Biographical Dicniona 
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1937-39 
1937 39, 
1946-52 

14 July 1937- 
29 July 1938 
July 1938-39 
1937-39 
1937 39 
1937 39, 


1946-55 
1937-41 


1937-42 


1937-Sept 1938, 
Nov 1939-42 


Sept 1938- 
Nov 1939 


1937 39, 
1945-47, 
1954-55 


1937-38 


1938-40 


pp iin S P Sen (ed ) 


f 
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C—Rulers of some Relevant Princely States? 


_ 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


Names of the Princes 


Sir Te) Singhp Bahadur 
(b 1911) 


Sir Sadiq Muhammad Khan 
V Abbasi 
(1904-1966) 


Sir Pratapsinha Gaekwad 
Shamsher Bahadur 
(1908 1968) 


BrijyendraSingh Bahadur 
(b 1918 ) 


Sir Knshna Kumar Singh 
(b 1912) 


Muhammad Hamidullah 
(1894-1960) 


Sadul Singhy: 
(1902-1950) 


Sir Ishwan Singhyt 
(b 1893) 


Sir Harindar Singh 
(b 1915) 


Sir Jiwajyi Rao Scindia 
(1916-1961) 


Nawab Mir Osman Ali Khan 
(1886-1967) 


Yeshwant Rao Holkar 
(1908-1961) 


Sir Sawai Mansinghyj1 
(1911-1970) 


Sir Umaid Singh) 
(1903 1947) 


Sur Mahabat Khan): 
Rasul Khany: II 
(1900-1959 


Accession 
22-07-1937 


1907 


07-02 1939 


1939 


1919, full 
ruling powers 
1931 , 


1926 
02-02 1943 
08-08-1927 


1918, full 
ruling powers 
1934 


27-09 1925, 
full ruling 
powers 
1936 


1911 


26-02-1926 


1922, 
full ruling 
powers 1931 


1918 


1920 
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State 
Alwar 


Bahawalpur 


Baroda 


Bharatpur 


Bhavnagar 


Bhopal 
Bikaner 
Bundi 


Fandkot 


Gwalior 


Hyderabad 


Indore 


Jaipur 


Jodhpur 


Junagadh 


\Sar Francis Low, (ed ), The Indian Year Book, 1944-45, Vol XXXI_ The Times of India, 


Bombay nd, (See section Who s Whoin India) pp 1214 1337 
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16 


7 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


26 


27 


28 


29 


30 


31 


32 


Sir Ahmad Yar Khan 
(b 1904) 


Sir Jagatyit Singh 
a 872° 49) 


Maharaja Hart Singh 
Mir Faiz Muhammad Khan 
‘alpur 
b 791 3) 


Maharao Vyaya Rajji 
(1885-1948) 


Jaya Chamraya Wadiyar 
(1919-1974) 


Sir Digvajaysingy! Ranyit 
Smmhp Jad ee 
(1895 1966) 


Sir Ram Singhn 
(b 1908) 


Sir Yadavendra Smghji 
(1913-1974) 


Sir Natwarsinhy Bahadur 
(b 1901) 


Shri Pradumna Sinhyj1 
(b 1913) 


Sir Syed Muhammad 
Rava Ah khan 
(1906-1966) 


Muhammad Haider Muhammad 
Yakut Khan 
(b 1909) 


Sir Chintamanrao Dhundirao 
(b 1890) 


Mian Gul Abdul Wadood 


Sir Muhammad Saadat Ah Khan 
(b 1879) 


Sir Bala Rama Varma 
(b 1912) 
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1933 Kalat 
1877 Kapurthala 
1925 Kashmut' 
1935 Khairpur 
1942 Kutch 
1946 Mysore 
1933 Nawanagar 
1929 Partabgarh 
1938 Patiala 
1908 Porbandar 
1940 Rajkot 
1930 Rampur 
1930 Sachin 
1903 Sangh 
1915 British Swat? 
(Govt’s recognition 
m 1926) 
23 06 1930 Tonk 
1924 Travancore 
ruling powers 
1931 


‘Abdul Mannan Khahfa, Kashymr Story, Abko Publishers, Lahore, 1970, p 26 


ah Gah-e Punjab (ed ), Urdu Datra e Ma arif ¢ [slamia, Vol 11, Lahore, 1975, p 
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33 Sr Bir Bikram Kishore Dev 
Varman Bahadur 


(1908-1947) 


34 Sir Bhopal Smghy: Bahadur 
(1884 1955) 


1923, 
full 
powers 1927 


1930 


Tnpura 


Udarpur 
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Peasants’ body 

Godess of Fortune and Wealth 
mythology 

Free meal, mosuy on rituals 
Moncy lender 

Hindu/Sikh Priest 
Belonging to Marwar, 
community 

A wue used for Muslim religious scholar 
Division or area of a town 


in Hindu 


mostly business 


One who issues fatwa, A jurisconsult 
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Munster for Revenue and Education 
Sind 1938, left Muslim League and 
joined All Pakistan Awamt Party 
1949, later jomed National Awami 
Party, publcauon Tartkh e Andulus 
and Muslun Communities and their 
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delegation to the Jot Parliamentary 
Commiuttce on Indian Constitauonal 
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thirty lakhs for Aligarh Muslim 


876 


University 1911 Vice Chancellor 
Aligarh Muslim University 1921 
President, All Parties Musiim 
Conference 1928 29, Delegate (also 
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Commiuties on Indian Franchise 
delegate to RTC Member, Governor 
General s Execuuve Council 1941, 
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the Balkan War 1912 13° Member 
AIML Committee to frame a scheme 
of Constitutional Reforms 1916 
Chatrman, Reception Commitice, 
AIML Delhi session 1918 Member 
Mushm deputatuon to Viccroy on 
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Hyderabad issued an edict prohbiung 
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Member, Bihar Legislative Assembly 
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evidence on Onssa boundaries before 
the J PC , London 1933 34— 174, 753 


Das, Chaturanan 677 

Das Govind 683 

Das, Manmatha Nath 733 
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Presidency College Calcutta and Inner 
Temple 1894 Advocate, Calcutta High 
Coun associated with a revoluuonary 
anu Bengal partition organisation called 
Anustian Samuty presided over 
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founding Member Jarmat ul Ulema, 
President, Ahrar Party 1931 shops aout 
ten years in jail for natioMalisuc 
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edn Dinajpur Zilla School and Rayshahi 
College, Calcutta University Secretary, 
Dinaypur Khilafat Commitee 1922, 
Secretary Distinct ML 1924, Vice 


President, ML Secretary, Anjuman 
Islamia, Member, Bengal Legislatuve 
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Council 1937 39, Minister 
Communications, East Bengal — 193 


Hassan, Hakeem Muhammad 83 


Hassan Mahmud (Hyderabad) on Burma 
335 


Hassan, Nusrat, VP Alhgarth Mushm 
Universay Union 394 


Hassan Yakub 83 
Hastings, Warren 545 
Hasu Anf 653 
Hatheesing GP 781 


Hamm Alavi b Karacht 1898 Mayor 
Karachi 1934 Member Government's 
food grains policy commission 
1938 9, trustee Karachi Port for 20 
years Vice-Chairman Karachi Port 
Trust Member AIML Council since 
1936, Director State Bank of Pakistan 
1947 ull he died in 1976 — xxx, 291 


Hawkhurst V Goschen 856 
Haye, Mian Abdul 602 
Hazanbagh by election 333 342 S50 


Hazrat Khan Hay: Khan Bahadur Abdul 
Lanuf 125 371 


Hem Ray Pnncipal Dyal Singh College, 
Lahore 30 


Hena A 202 
Herbert, Sir John Arthur 857 


Hidayaiullah, Sir Shatkh Ghulam Hussain 
b Shmkarpur, 1879, cdn DJ Sind 
College, Karachi and Law College, 
Bombay, Member Bombay Governor's 
Executive Council 1928 1934 and later 
its Vice President, delegate tothe RTC, 
London 1930 31 Kt 1933, nominated 
Member, Council of State June- 
December 1934, Member Indian 
Legislanve Assembly 1935 joined 
Jinnah’s Independent Party, Member 
Sind Legislative Assembly 1937, first 
Premier of Sind 1937-1938, resigned 
from ML, Home Minister Sind 1941- 
1942, later 11s Premier on the fall of Mir 
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Bundehah Khan’s Mushm League 
ministry, reyoined ML and ML 
Premier, Sind 1942-47, attended Simla 
Conference 1945, auended the League 
Legislators’ Convention, Deltu Apnil 
1946, renounced all ules 1n accordance 
with ML Council mandate, Govermor, 
Sind Pakistan 1947—1948 d 1948 
277-79, 296-98, 301, 858 





Hilaluddin Maulvi Syed 625 


Hind: (Hindustan) 139 186, 207, 245 
258 283 329 379 382,386 420,477 
578, 643 702,795, 796 


Hundu (s)xx1 AXAVI ARAIK, 1,4 5, 12, 15 
24 25 32 34 38 43,62 69 73,76 78 
79 9193 96 99100 10204 111 
112 113,147 119 138 143 144, 148- 
52 160,166 172 173,177 78,185 86 
189 90 192 195 197 198 200, 203 
205 206 208 212 213 215 218 221 
224 227,228 233 234 238,245 247, 
259 260 267 269,270 277 285 286 
294,297 302,328 329,330 353,357 
366 372, 379, 381,382,386 387,406 
417 430 436 447 461 466 474,478 
489,492 493,497 504,505 518,520 
525 541 Hindu Mahasabha ! 4 5 39 
152,155 161, 164, 166,178 186,191 
209, 217, 258 263, 329, 331 340,366, 
378 406 436,466 505,518 528 642 
800, Hindu Muslim question 10, 118, 
137 142-44, 159 161 199 218 219 
222, 233, 244,285 303 337,340 346, 
376, 390, 419,427 435 437 447,517 
519 571 632 635 796 803 4 Hindu 
Muslim setlernent 9, 10 164, 183 
199, 233 319 328 390 469,470 489 
490, Hindu Muslim umty 406, 419 
423 492 495, 516, 520, Ilindu 
nauionalism 385 Hindu Pany 23 24, 
328 329 340,475 Hundu Press (Anu 
Mushm Press) 202 208 210 473 
Handu Ray 120 200 203 204 213 218 
263,327,328 329 331 340 373 386 
392 399 400 417 470 494, 505, 703, 
Hindu Sabha 335 


Hindustan Tunes xxxvi, 311, 500 
Handu Sanskntous 245 
Uuidu water and Mushm water 223 


Hindustani Seva Dal 684 


Hissamuddin, Sheikh, the Hon'ble, 
Bngadicr, Sir Bahadur b 1888, a 
descendant of King Ahmed Shah 
Abdak Honorary, ADC tw General 
Lord Rowlinson and Field Marsha! Sir 
William Birdwood, served Lord 
Rawlinson’s Army Requirements 
Committee 1921, Army Member, 
Bhopal State 1939 45 Member, 
Council of State d 1982—45 47,98 


History of the Indian National Congress 
1885 1935 — 724 727 850 


History of the Origin of Fourteen Points 
— 523 529 


Huler Adolf b Braunau 1884 Leader of 
the National Socialist German 
Workers’ Panty appointed Chanccllor 
of the German Reich 30 January 1933, 
became Head of the German State 1934 
Commander wn Chicf of the Gennan 
Fightuung Forces 1938 Supreme War 
Lord of Germany since 1942 d 1945 
— 29,39 41, 380, 462 


Hoare Sir Samuel b 1880 edn Harrow 
and New Collcge Oxford, 
Conservative Member of Parliament 
1910 44 came on first civil air flight 
to India 1926 27 Secretary of State for 
India 1931 5 principal witness before 
Jomt Select Committee on Indian 
Constitution 1933 4, piloted 
Government of India Bill through the 
House of Commons Foreign 
Secretary 1935 cr Viscount 1944 
publicauons Nine Troubled Years, 
Lmprre of the Air, d 1959 — 404 


Hodson HV Gandhi s interview 338 
339 


Hofmeyer Jusuce 623 

Hogg Sir Gilben Pitcairn 857 
Holker, Yeshwant Rao 859 
Home Munster’s conference 379 


Hosain K B Ilafiz Syed Hedayatb 1881 
Bar at Law practised law at Kanpur 
Bar Member, Home Rule League, 
President Kanpur Khilafat Committee 
of AIML (ilidayat Group) Delhi 
November 1933, Mcmber UP 
Legislative Council 1923 re-elected 


1926 and 1930, delegate to the three 
sessions of the Indian RTC, d 1936— 
572, 590, 595, S97, 846, 848, 849 


Hosain Syed Muhammad 576 S90 604 
609 


Hosamani, S K 591, 600 683 
Hossain Qazi Ahmad 46 
Houses of Parhament 410 
Hubback SirJ Auston 857 


Huda, Munawarul, Commander, Muslim 
Nauonal Guards Bihar 320 


Huq, Maulvi Abul Kasem Faziul b 
Bansal 1873 edn Presidency College 
Calcutta and Calcutta University 
Secretary, Bengal Presidency ML 
1913 16 and Presiden, AIML Delhi 
Session 1918 Yount Secretary, Indian 
National Congress 1917 and 1s 
General Secretary 1918 19 dcicgate, 
RTC 1930 32 Membcr Indian 
Legislauve Assembly 1935 37 formed 
Knishak Proja Samiti Party 1936, elected 
to Bengal Legislative Assembly Chicf 
Munister Bengal 1937 1943. moved 
Pakistan Resolution in AIML sesston 
March 1940 expciied from ML for 
agreeing to join the National Defence 
Council 1941 rejoined ML 1946 
Advocate General, East Pakistan 
1948 53 Chief Minister, East Pakistan 
1954 Govemor 195658 d 1962 — 
46, 66, 68 69, 76, 85, 101 200, 202, 
218 256, 258 259, 279, 284 293, 297, 
299, 301,332 351, 498,508,551 582, 
S585, 587 S98, 648, 649, 707, 847, 
munistry 252, statement December 1939 
on Muslim sufferings under Congress 
Rule 551! 


Husain, Malik Ghulam 77 
Husain Maulana Syed Ibrar 550 
Husain, Kh Ghulam 601 
Husain Sheikh Makbul 572 
Hugh: 842 

Husain Dr Zakir 543 671 
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Hussain, Pmnce Afsarul Mulk Mirza 
Muhammad Akram b Calcutta 1881, 
Awadh prince, edn Presidency 
College Calcutta, Member, Executive 
Committee Bengal ML, Vice- 
Presidcnt, Muhammadan Literary 
Society, Calcutta, Member, Impenal 
Legislative Council, nominated non- 
officaal Member of second, third and 
fourth Council of State, Acting 
Member, Governors Executive 
Council, Bengal April June 1931 
President Sma Political Conference, 
Lucknow, d 1940 — 76 


Hussain Altaf 66, 551 

IIussain Ashique 322, 325, 354, 620 
Hussain layaz 524 

Hussain Ibrahum Khan Bahadur 185, 193 
Hussain Khawaja Ghulam 47 

Hussain, Maulana Muaziz 316 

Hussain, Mirza A (on consttution) 41 
Hussain, Zafar 320 

Hyder Dr 525 


Hyderabad (Deccan)198 276 331 346 
365, 366, 390, 392, 502, 555 


I 


Toenan Peninsula 494 

Ibrahim Ahmad K TM 639 

Torahim HafizMuhammadb Bynor 1889 
ML member UP Legislative Assembly 
1937, Icft ML and was picked up by 
the U P Congress as a Minister in the 
newly fonned Provincial Govermment 
and thereafter he held one or the other 
office almost ull death 1964 — 310 

Ibrahim, Sir, Curnmbhoy 125 

Ichhra 484 

Idara e Aliya 484 


Tikal, AN 125 
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Diam Bakhsh, Par b 1885, edn Bombay 
University and Aligarh University 1939 
took part in the Khilafat Movement 
1921, President Sind Madrasah Board 
Minister Education, Local Self 
Goverment Medical and Public Health 
1945, Founded Sindh University, 
Premmer of Sind 1948 d 1975 — 296 
297 


Imam Dr Ghulam 107 

Imam, Haider 193 202 

Imam, Jafar 185, 320, 580, 625 
Imam, M Asghar 335 


Imam, Mazhar of Khusrupur 193 320 
550, 585 


Imam Lady 193, 584 
Imam, Raza, 193 


Imam Syed Alt Sir b Patna 1869 edna 
Artah and Patna, Middle Temple 
Advocate Calcutta and Patna High 
Courts, President AIML 3rd session 
Amritsar 1908 Member, Mushm 
League delegation to England 1909, 
Member Bengal Legislative Council 
1909 Law Member, Viceroy s 
Executive Council 1910-15 Kt 1914 
Judge Patna High Court 1917, Chief 
Minister, Hyderabad State 1920 
Indian Representative at the first 
meeting of League of Nations 1920 d 
1932 — 847 


Imam Syed Hasan 188, 851 


Imam, Syed Hossain b Gaya, Bihar 1897, 
edn Impenal College of Science, 
London, studied Agnculwire at Sabour, 
Bihar, took part in the Khilafat and 
Non Cooperation Movements 
Member, Council of State 1930; Leader 
of the ML Party in Council of State 
formed Muslim Progressive Party 1932 
and elected ius Deputy Leader; 
Member Working Commitee AIML, 
Presided U P Muslim Conference 1934, 
of Assam Muslim Conference 1935 and 
of Kerala (Malabar) Muslim 
Conference 1936 d 1985 — 40, 185, 
227,228 322 324, 325, 464, 466, 508, 
572,574, 576 580, 584, 592, 598, 600, 
604, 609, 622 


Imam, Syed Naqi b 1902, edn Leighton 
Park Public School, Manchester 
University and Cambndge University, 
A leading criminal lawyer of Patna High 
Court Member, Bihar Legislative 
Council 1937 Presideni of the Council 
1937 40 d 1959 — 83, 579 


Imam Syed Safdar 626 

Immamuddin Syed 320 

Inayal, Maulana Syed 35 

Inayatullah, Malik 13 3578, 580,583 601 


Inayatulah Khan Mashnqi b Lahore 
1888 edn Punjab University MA 
Maths and Christ College Cambndge 
{wrangler}, yorned Indian Educauonal 
Service, resigned 1932, opposed the 
proposal to elect the Sultan of Lgypt 
as Khalifatul Muslimeen founded 
Khaksar Movement 1931 imprisoned 
August 1939 and 1940-42 Organized 
famime relicf in Bengal 1943 sent his 
followers to attack ML Council 
meeung June 1947 d 1963 — 398, 
402 481 484 


Independence Day (Purna Swarays) 
observed by Congress 439 801, 832 


Independent Labour Party 430 

Independent Party (Jinnah answered 
question regarding Independent Party) 
6, 11 115 119,120 169 615 

India xXx XXIV, XXVI, XXX AXVI 


India As I knew It 845 


India Bill 9,11 India office 7 India 
Pohituca] Pnsoners Day (Al!) 707 


India Office Library xliv 
India Wins Freedom xxxviui, 482 
Indian Annual Register, The 543, 665, 857 


Indian Army Natonahzanon 53, 317 
Indian Chnstuans 2, 24, 32, 33, 78, 79 
Indian Constitutional Reforms 474, 
Indianization of the Army 313, 317, 
Indian Legislative Assembly 115, 171, 
Indian Military Academy 317, Indian 
minormtiecs and Congress British 


policy 446, Indian Natronal 
Association of Zanzibar 780, Indian 
nationalism 215 278, Indian overseas 
(Afnca Ceylon, China, Zanzibar) 
667 669, Indian Penal Code 700 
Indian Prnees (nomination) 38, 120 
380 384, 408 426 S60 S64 Indian 
Round Table Conference 1930-32 — 1 
$30, Indian Sandhurst Committee 317, 
Indian States 117 120 209, 267 275 
366,374 377 426, 473, 486, 562, $30, 
563 573 637,639 642, 657, 670, 672, 
686, 704, 724, 785, 798 


Indian Khilafat Movement xxx1x 
The Indian Year Book 1944 45 859 


Indo British Trade Agreement 68 71,360 
361 


Industnal Committce Chairman, (Raya of 
Pirpur) 279 


Inonu Ismet b [amr 1884 Turkish 
soldier and politician youned army in 
1914 18 war Kemal Ataturk s Chief of 
Staff im the war against the Grecks 
1919 22 dcfeating them twice at the 
village of Inonu elected President of 
Turkey 1938 Premier 1961, resigned 
1965 d 1973 — 432 


Inskip R D 317 


Iqbal Dr Sis Muhammad b Sialkot 1877 
edn Goverment College Lahore 
Tnnity College, Cambndge and 
Munich University Germany, 
philosopher and poet Kt 1922 elected 
to the Punjab Legislative Council 1926 
presided over AIML session Allahabad 
1930 delegate to RTC 1931-1932 
Publicanons Bang: Dera, Asrart 
Khudi, Rumuzit Bekhud:, Payam: 
Mashriq, Javid Namah Balt Jibrel 
Zarb: Kalum, Reconstruciion of 
Religious Thought inIslam and Letters 
to Jinnah 1936 37, d 1938 — xa, 
xxvii, 34 47, 249, 250, 251, 321, 327, 
498, 540,612 676, on ytehad 499, 848 


Iqbal Ke Akhree Do Saal 539 541 
Ireland 400, 494 
Irfan Maulana 574, 583 


Irwin Baron 856 
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Irwin’s statement — Dommion status 


pledge 31 Oct 1929, 530 33, 563 


Isa, Qazi Muhammad b 1914 edn 


Quetta, called wo Bar 1999, founded 
ML mm Baluchistan 1939, Member, 
AIML Working Committee 1938 and 
Committee of Action Chief of 
Publicity Committee, Muslim League 
1946 organised Muslim League wm 
NWFP, travelled extensively to 
campaign for Pakistan Movement 
1940 47 Member Advisory Council, 
Agent to Governor General in 
Baluchistan 1948, d 1976 — 504, 
5S1 588 


Ishaq, Muhammad xxix, 577 


Islam 55,90 122, 183,185, 187,204, 212, 


213,215,216 220 221 224,227 237 
250 259 275,276, 294, 312, 319, 321, 
327,362 366 379 398 411 412,414, 
461 467 470474 475,494, 495 499 
$01, 507, 540, 581, 618 Islam 
complete code of life 220, 221 


Islam Sultan Muhammad 498 
Islamabad xlu 


Islamia College, Calcutta 72, 73 and 


Peshawar 98 


Ismail Khan, Nawab Mohammad b Agra 


1884 edn Kent St Johns College, 
Cambridge and Inner Temple, 
Membcr, Indian Legislauve Assembly 
1923, re-clected unopposed 1926 and 
1946 Member, AIMI Central 
Parliamentary Board 1936, Working 
Committee 1938 and Chairman, 
Committee of Action, ML Member UP 
Legislatrve Assembly 1937, ML 
delegate Cabinet Mission, Simla 1945, 
Member Constituent Assembly 1946- 
50 Vice Chancellor, Muslim 
University Aligarh 1947-48, Member, 
Indian Lok Sabha 195052 d 1958 
— 320, 524, 585 


Ismail College Students Union, Andhert 


385 


Ismaul,S M xxiv, 185, 193, 195, 322, 326, 


334 


Ismail, Sir Mirza 473 
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Ispahani, Al Hay Mirza Abul Hassan b 
1902, edn St John's College 
Cambridge, and Inner Temple, 
Member, Bengal Legislatuve Assembly 
1937, President, Muslum Chamber of 
Commerce, Calcutta 1945-47 Joint 
Sccretary, Bengal Provincial ML 
1936 37, us Treasurer 1936-47, 
Deputy Mayor Calcutta) Member, 
AIML Working Commutce, Member, 
Pakistan Constituent Assembly 1947 
d 1981— 46 66 83 86 107 212 
214, 248, 251 610 

Ispaham, MM (Mrs ) 583 

Isral Muhammad 214 

dt Shall Never Happen Again 551 

Inehad 193 

Tyengar, K Bhashyam 684 

Iyengar, Shn Anandshivam 676 

lyenger S Snnivasa 516 518, 852 

lyer TV Venkataram 653 


Izuddin Dr Ghafoor (Phulwan Shanf) 
193 


J 


Jackson William J 545 


Jadeya, Sir Digviyyaysingy: Ranpt Sinhyi 
860 


Jafar M Hafiz Muhammad 221,227 


Jafn, Syed Muhammad axvi 590 592 
597, 600 


Jaffa, 158 

Jagtap Nathuy: 676 

Jat Bharat 140 

Jain, Naresh Kumar 541, 551, 858 

Jaipur, 345, 365 366, 372, 377, 378, 486, 
642 806 Jaipur Musalmans 365, 366 
372, 378, 619, Jaipur Mushm Relief 


ee 651, Ja:rpur Sikar dispute 


Jano, centre of Sikh agitation 18 
Jayoo, Knshna Das 543 
Jayuy: 789 


Jalhanwala Bagh 19 Jallanwala Bagh 
Memonal Fund 749, 753, 845 


Jamia Millia Islamia 104 
Jam Khandi 785 
Jamuat 1 Islam Lahore 13 


Jamiat ul Ulema Hind 53 149 266 353 
436 


Jan, Hasan Maulvi 193 
Jan Mohammad Mahk 66 77 


Jan Al Hay Khan Bahadur Shaikh 
Mohammad b Delhi 1895 edn 
Mirzapore joincd his father s business 
1918 Mcmber Legislatuve Council 
1936 founded Mohammad Jan Muslim 
High School, Machuabazar, Calcutta d 
1940 — 125 126 130 


Jan Muhammad Maulvi 77 

Jan Md Mulla 107, 202 214 576 
Janvekar KA 125 126 

Japan 739, 764 820 845 Japanese 655 
Javed Aaz 98 

Javed Muhammad xliv 


Jayakar MR b 1873, barnster of the 
Bombay High Court Member, 
Bombay Legislative Council 1923 5 
Member, Legislative Assembly 1926- 
30, delegate to the three sessions of the 
Indian Round Table Conference (1930 
2) and to the Joint Parliamentary 
Committee on Indian Consututional 
Reform 1933, Judge of the Federal 
Court of India 1937 9, Member of the 
Judicial Commitice of the Pnvy 
Council 1939 41 Vice Chancellor of 
Poona University 1948 56, d 1959 — 
530 


Jehangir, Sir Cowasjce b 1879, edn 
Bombay and Cambndge Member, 


Revenue, Govemment of Bombay 
1921 22 delegate to RIC 1930-32, 
Member Indian Legislauve Assembly 
1930-47, d. 1962 — 174 


Jeycebhoy Sir Byramjce Parsi 430 
Jerusalem 158 

Jessore 842 

Jetpur 441, 448 

Jews 158, 181 308 400 669 801 
Jhansi Jalaum Hanpur 154 


Jinnah, (Miss) I atuma (sister of the Quaid) 
popularly known as Madar: Millat b 
Karachi 1893 edn St Patrick Karachi 
and Dr Ahmads Dental College, 
Calcutta staned dental practice 1923 
gave up practice to look after her 
brother on Rutt: Jinnahs death 1929, 
opposed Ayub Khan as Presidenual 
candidate on behalf of the Combined 
Opposition Parties 1964 65 she lost, d 
1967 — 76 321 583 


Jinnah, Mohammad Aili b Karach 25 
December 1876 edn Sind Madrasatul 
Islam, Karachi Gokal Das icy Pnmary 
School, Bombay and Christian 
Missionary Socicty High School 
Karachi called to the Bar (Lincolns 
Inn) 1895 started Icgal practice at 
Karachi 1896, enrolled as Advocate 
Bombay High Court 1897, pleadcd for 
self government for India in the Brituush 
elecuons 1905, President AIML 1916 
session and of the organtsation from 
1919 30 and 1934 to 21 February 1947 
Quaid 1 Azam (great leader) of 
Pakistan Movement, First Govemor 
General and President, Constituent 
Assembly of Pakistan 14 August 1947 
ull his death on 11 September 1948 — 
XXL AMU, XXML, AXLV, AXV, AAVI, XXVI 
XXVUL, XAIN XXX XAXV, XAXVI, AAXVIU, 
axana, 1,39, 11 3, 15, 17 21, 23 45 
49, 52 55, 57 66, 68 9, 71 104, 108 
116, 122 33, 135 37 14042 145 46, 
148 54 156-63 165 66 168 170 72 
174, 176, 183-88, 190, 193 207, 210 
15, 217, 220 21 224 27 229 34 237 
41, 247-67, 271-73, 275 80, 288 99 
302 12 314-18 32027, 332 34 
336 38, 340-42, 344-45 348 350 55, 
357-60 362, 36466 368, 370-72, 
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374 76 380 382-99, 401-07, 409-12, 
415 17, 419 20 423, 42835, 437, 
439-49, 451-57, 459-62, 464-69, 
47273 48085 489 496 498, 
500 503, 505-09, 517-18 523 24 528, 
530, 540 542, 548, 560, 567-68, 
570 75, 580 81, 587, 590-94, 596 98, 
601, 603 06, 608-10 612 14, 616, 
619 20, 625 627-32, 634-35 637-40, 
644, 646, 648 652, 846, 848, 849, 


Addresses Aligarh students 232 AIMSF, 


Calcuua 202 Arabic College Umon 
131, Bengal Mushms 74, students 69, 
72, 78 Bihar Muslim Students 
Iederation 187, Bombay Muslim 
Students 463 Bombay Presidency ML 
150 Calcutta Muslims 66, Calcutta 
Mcmon Community and Muslims 
211 14 Calcutta University students 
78 Calcutta Mushm students 66 282, 
480 Gaya Mushm League 220 Gondal 
Mushms 441 /Haryans (champion of 
minontics) 237 Islama College 
Students Umon 385 Jhansi Jalaurn- 
Hanpur Muslum Rural Constituency 
154 Meerut Divisional ML 
Conference 357, 358, Memon 
Chambers of Commerce and Memon 
Merchant Associauon 258, 320° ML 
Council Mectings 464 467, Muslims in 
Badshahi Mosque 13 Muslims of Patna 
cuy 194, Muslim University Union 
Aligarh 362 Nagpur Muslim 
Associaton 110 a reception at Simia 
172 174 Sind ML Conference 51,276 
295 Osmania University Students 
Unton 198 Suff of the Aligarh 
University 368, mn Urdu at Binor 
public meeting 183 ML Patna session 
333, 


Advises Bihar Muslums MLAs to join ML 


222 223) British Government 42 
Indians to abstam from Congress 
Indcpendence Day Ceremonies 439, 
limdus “no freedom without Muslim 
fnendship’ 151 Kashmin Muslims $5 
Lahore students 94 leaders of 
communities 288 leaders on Shahidgany 
issue 32 majonty to take minonty with 
them 146, Musjums 18 32, 43, 61, 62 
students — unite under ML Flag 175, 
294, Sind Muslum students to organise 
education on mass scale 301 


Appeals to All India siudents Lucknow 


79, Bantva Muslims for Press Fund 
442 Bengal & Assam Muslims to 
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support ML 415, Burmese 271, 
Bombey Legislators to jom ML 125 
126, communal unity 103, Muslims for 
fund tw establish press 153 Gaya 
Mushms for umty 227, intelligentsia 
for help 31, for Jusuuce 1o Muslims of 


ML Conference 416 Calcutta Mushms 
480, Gaya Mushms 170 onId Day 412, 
414, Palestine Conference 351, students 
MSF Bihar 196 Turkish President on 
Anatolia suffenng 432 


Bhavangar State 440° Khaksars to keep 
peace 481, 483, 484, leaders on 
Shahidgany issue 12 Muslims to 
observe “Day of Deliverance” 417 18 
and Kemal Day” 307, 


Met Hindu leaders 15, Muslum leaders 15 
Sukh leaders 15, 


Mission at Peshawar 98 


ML cannot establish branches in Indian 


Condemns Congress Muslim mass 


contact 137 138, 139 154 Congress 
move to win UP ML members 141 
dictators in India 29 = Indian 
Govemment and India Office 7, ML 
deserters 162, Nehru s statement 116 
South Afnca s Asiatic Segregation Bill 
375, 


Condoles Faz} 1 Husain sdeath60 Iybal s 


death 249 Sir Ross Masood s death 
210 death of Mrs Kamala Nchru 26 


Congress activities in States 364 


determined to establish Hindu Ray 327, 
“forcing Bande Mataram on Musluns * 
255 machinations to discredit Punjab 
goverment 273 ministnes woundcd 
Muslim feelings 184 policies harmful 
to India 281 post clecuon stratcgy to 
ignore ML 159 on representation of 
India 392 quits muinistnes 404 
resolunion for a Constituent Assembly 
468 tolalitanan and = authontanan 
caucus 247, wants Muslims to be 
reduced to minority in Punjab Bengal, 
Sind & NWEP 188 terms ungust’’337 
will receive co operauion in Icgisiatures 
100 


Jinnah Bose correspondence 629, 636, — 


Gandhi Talks 253 — Irwin 
correspondence xxxiv_ — Linlithgow 
correspondence xxu1 xl 453 456 — 
Nehru correspondence released to press 
433 438 — Nehru talks 419, 434 and 


correspondence 433 438, — Prasad 
formula 159-160 161 162, 166, 217, 
and conversation 1 632 — Sikander 


agreement 350; 


Letter lo A K Fazlul Huq 89 Bose 292 
ispaham 86 Prasad 163, Viceroy on 
Congress refusal 10 negouate 409 


Message to Aligarh students, stand solidly 
by ML 392 Bengal Mushms 80, CP 


States 275 Council clections 240 equal 
status with Congress 260 flag ‘several 
centuncs old 261 flag 1s flag of 
Islam 220 320 321 only 
representative Organisation 88, 
‘represents Musluns Nation more 
truly 425° solidly supports Arabs 
message to Palestine Conference 351 
lo pursue only consiitubonal methods 
305 view on Indian politics 340 wants 
perfect equaltics 334 will make 
fcderation impossible 374 Resolution 
Jaipur Musalmans 365 Resolution 
Rajkot Musalmans 365 


MLAs to attend Carro Palestine Congress 


272 


Musalmans a nation not a minority 464 


486 cannot expect Justice or fair play 
from Congress i 76 


Muslims ‘a third Party’ reply to Nehru 


183. — Communny ‘ No Man s Land 
17 — and [imdus poles apan 385 — 


and Hindus two nations 368 — insist 
on safeguards in the constitution 205, 
— and nationalism 136 — posimon 
recapilulaicd 234 ~— in States “no 
geographical limits can divide 
children of Islam’ 362 — Students 
Umon Bombay 102 — want 


honourable place in country’s 
administration 276 


Qn Baluchistan and Burma resolution at 


Patna Session 1938 335, Communalhist 
bogey 269, 270° Communalism or 
nationalism 203, Congress activities in 
States and Congress governed 
provinces 376 Congress munstnies —— 
reyecis Prasad s offer of inquiry 395 
Congress Muslim Mass _ contact 
campaign 333, Congress policy 
towards Indian states 345 347 
democracy in India 267 depressed 
classes 103, direct achion resolution, 


Paina Session 334 Frontier pohcy 
resolution, Patna Session 1938 335 
Indha’s future constuutons 457 
Jamiat ul Ulema’s behaviour 266 
Kher s and Patel’s pronouncements 
199 Knpalam’s intervicw 154, 155, 
Maulviecs or Maulanas 236, 241, 
Minorities 156 Muslim League 
Schemes 401, Mushm Unity 163 164 
Nehru's refusal to treat ML as 
authoritative and representative 
organisauon of Muslums 433 Nchm in 
respect of nght and intcrests of the 
muinontics 161 Nehru s statement 156 
217, Palestinc status 322 Punjab 
policics 96 separate electorate 114 
Pairtka s misrepresentation 209 
Shahidganyissuc fair and just soluuon 
23, Sunm: Shia controversy 372 post 
election League Policy 129 


Tnbute to Ataturk grealcst Musalman 
passed away 306, to Iqbal Iqbal day 
498 tocx govemor Braboume 352, to 
Maulana Muhammad Ah 104 to 
Maulana Shaukat Ali 461 463 

Jmnah [slamia College for Women 500 

Jinnah Irwin Correspondence xxxi% 


Jinnah Linithgow Correspondence 1939 
1943 xxi ANAL 


Jodhpur 377 643 
Jogdam Arya Dutt 667 
John Murrey 845 


Jownt Parliamentary Committee's Report 
9, 530, 532, 656 


Jomnt Select Commiuttce 474, 475 Indian 
Constutuuonal Reform 563 


Jubbulpore by elecuon 226 416 637 


Jubbulpore Working Commitee Meeting 
717 720, 727 


Judicial Tnbunals 243, 606 
Jumna 318, Junagadh 443, 448 
Jung, Halrmullah S 590, 596 


Jung Nawabzada Halum 598 
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Miscellaneous — appomts Assam ML 
organising Committee 262 
appreciates Waceroy’s invitations to 
discuss a situabon 645 arnves Dacca 
111 and Mymensingh 113 asks Nehru 
to study Parpur Report 342, asks 
Punjab Muslums to remain calm 21, 22, 
assures Hindu minontucs 55 attends 
tca party by Tay Co Lid and Ghias ud- 
Dm MLA 19, 21,  authonsed to 
negouate with Nchru 231, autonomy 
for Baluchistan 290; Bahratch by 
eiection 134 Bande Mataram 
“Piuable mentality 197 382 Bengal 
ministry 185, Berhampore by-clection 
— suppons Badrudduja s candidature 
429 calls Congress Working 
Commutee “a I ascist Grand Councul 
403 410 calls Nehru a dictator 140, 
calls Pastul Hug to explain his conduct 
85 89 challenges Bosc on Congress 
status 303) and Nehro that there is a 
third party the ‘Musalmans_ 108, 
champion of Indian nauuonalism 215 
chicf gucst at Rotary Club 31 
communal problem 319, constututcs 
conciliation commuttce 34 decpest 
sympathy for Burmese 271 
Deliverance Day Move ts not anu 
Hindu 400, demands for Constutuent 
Assembly 171 demands Royal 
Commission to inquire into the 
trcauncnt of mimontcs 445 demes 
staicment on Shahidgan) 27, discusses 
Bengai Muslum Iicaders 68 detenmincs 
to fight to the last ditch 406, dinner 
speech — Old Boys Association of 
the Osmania University 390 Khaksars 
dispute with government — asks 
Khaksars for facts 398 1s elected 
President, AIML Session, Lahore 
1940, 464 467 election campaign — 
Ahmedabad and Lahore 90 93 121, 
exhorts Muslums to keep the flag of 
Islam flying 215, features of ML 
pohcy (interview) 127, federation and 
Gandht 383, four forces Bmntish 
Government, Hindus (Congress) 
Musalmans and the Indian States 267, 
Founeen Points (14) 25 Gandhi 
destroying Congress ideal 338 Gandm 
wants Muslims to be his creatures 370° 
grossest breach of faith 1935 Act 37, 
guest of honour, Dayal Singh College 
29, Id recepuon 28 Hamessing 
Muslim power 236, Hindus and 
Muslims could jom hands Itt, 
Homage to Iqbat 250, HMG 
commitment and ML approval 399, 
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msist on being nationalist 390 and 
Mushm 382, idea of united India a 
dream 496 independent members told 
“dooris open 132 Indian commercial 
interests at Zansbar 168 Indtan 
representation at Palestine Conference 
348, Indian Sandhurst 9 “Islam a 
complete code of hfe’ 220 “Islamic 
code of law most equitable 310 
Inquiry against Congress muinistncs 
403 issucs staicment on ihe Day of 
Deliverance” 417 418 interview to 
Daily Mail regarding constituuon 457, 
to News Chronicle on constitution 459 
and to Star ofIndia regarding Zetland s 
statement 392 Jamuiat e Ulama leaders 
creating tension 353, joined Juma 
prayers in Badshahi Mosque 13, 
Justifies observance of ‘Day of 
Deliverance’ 419 Katyu met nn Delhi 
on behalf of UP Government 402 
Khaksars and UP govemment 402 
“Lahore scssion a landmark 

Presidential specch 482 495 Laments 
Musluns were slecping 65 leader of 
the Mushm Party in the Central 
Assembly 360 Leaders’ 
correspondence 253, Nehru s demal of 
Hindu Muslim question 142, 144 
Nechm has fost all sense of faimess 
338 Neither British nor Congress can 
“foist a constutution on Muslims 410, 
1935 negotiations or Provincial 
elections 234, nominates Begum 
Muhammad Ali to ML Working 
Commuttce 354 offcrs Congress hand 
of coopcration 157, Office acceptance 
Congress — League formula 133 
Parhamentary govemment in India 
umpossible 385 Palestine Arab Higher 
Commutce s cable 348 Palestine 
Brian must honour her pledges 158 
331, Palestine Indian Muslim solidly 
behind Arabs 282 Parliamentary 
system unsuitable 268 Partition 
Resolution — Jinnah s Icadership 501 
Protection of Indian overseas 376 
Prasad s invitation to discuss war 
situation 389, Presidential address at 
Patna Session 1938 327 proposals for 
coalition ministries 402, Punjab 
Politics 96 post-clection strategy 135 
presented silver casket at Bombay 197, 
Proposes “Commiuttce of responsible 
men to inquire complaints of Congress 
arrogance’ 217, proposal of coaliuon 
muinisines 401 proud to be a Sindhi 
279, proud to belong to Islam 212 
pursuc constitulional methods 19 


refers to the Communal Award 26, 
receives Rs 6000 for the press from 
Muslims of Gondal, Bantva, 441, 442, 
refutes Pairikas editonal note 75 
regrets Bose’s press interviews 238 
teyects Nehru’s Civil Liberties Union 
S55 rejects Prasad offer 162 rejects 
Viceroy's view that provincial 
constitution operated satisfactorily 318, 
rcleases Shukla’s letter to J/aryan 383 
removes Fazlul lug from League Board 
101 renounces Pnvy Council practice 
212, replies to Brelvi s statement 122 
rephes to Gandhi on Constituent 
Assembly 425 reviews progress of ML 
Parhamentary Board 83, revision of 
ML constitution meorrect 145, Sardar 
Uyal Singh and mission 24 South 
Afnea’s Asiatic segregation bill 375, 
Star of India rendered greatest service 
to ML 309 Statement to Manchester 
Guardian 399, stress on safeguarding 
minomy rights 452 ~~ suggests 
postponement of ML Session 3. sword 
presented by Imam Juma Masjid 
Bankipore Patna 184 sympathy with 
Indian Natuonal in South Afnca 376 
talks at Vicercgal Lodge 405 terms of 
pact with Allah Bux 297 thanks City 
Muslim Orphanage Patna 196, thanks 
Hindus Sikhs press and public 16 
tour of Bengal (castem) 112 114 two 
Nations in India 473° Umonist Party 
15 unqualified majority rule 
unacceptable 172 unveils the 
portrait of Maulana Shaukat Al at 
Arabic College Delhi 480 urges 
IMG to concede Arab demands on 
Palcstne 344 UP ML cmerged 
stronger’ 148 resoluuon (Urdu) 322 
Urdu specch at Bhavnagar for justice 
440 Urdu specch at Gaya ML 223 
urges IIMG “not to force Federation 
upon unwuling India” 380, urges 
Muslim members in Sind Asscmbly to 
jon ML 295 verdict mn favour of 
Mitha for Council of State scat 82 
Vidya Mandir Scheme 322, visited, 
Rajkot Bhavnagar, Jetpur Bantva 
Junagadh Sutes etc 443-448 vote for 
ML nominces 113 wants Congress 
resolutions to be amended 171, wants 
inquiry by a Royal Commission on 
Congress ministrics 420 424, War — 
avoids pressmens quenes before 
mecting Viceroy 393 Britain must 
take Mushm India into confidence 
388, comment on Viceroy’s statement 
397 wams against “Congress policy in 


seven provinces” 229, wams Sikander 
on his allegiance toML311,314 was 
examincd on Commission in the 
election petition 350° welcome address 
by Muslum Students League 17 Woman 
— mans equal fnend and comrade 
500 would oppose Congress mouor on 
Zanasbar 168 would not accept [Hindu 
ray 200 


K 


Kabir Humayun b Fandpur 1906 edn 
Presidency College and University Law 
College Calcutta and Lxeicr Collcge, 
Oxford Member Bengal Legislauve 
Council 1937 45 and 1946 48 Deputy 
Leader Knshak Praja Pany 1937 45, 
tts Jomt Secretary 1944 45 President 
of Nikhil Bengal Knshak Praja Samiu 
1945 47, associated with Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad at Sunla Conference 1946 
and edued his book /ndia Wins 
Freedom Educational Adviser and 
Secretary Government of India 
January 1952 56, d 1969 — 66, 70, 76 


Kachi, Ahmed Kassam Khan Sahib 125 

Kadn Afzal Hussain 450, 613 

Kaful Ahmad xliv 

Kakon Prisoners 674 675 

Kalckar Kakasaheb 543 

Kapalkundala 545 

Karachi, 143, 276 278, 281, 288 290, 
292, 295 98 303, 304 305 400 469, 
510 709 802 Karacht Club 277, 278 
Karachi Municipal Corporation 288 

Kareem Imtcyaz 550 

Kanm Raya 602 

Kanm, Resal, 66 

Kanm, Reza, 86 


Kamataka 521, 670, 700, 718, 729, 734, 
759, 783, 785 


Kashmerwala, MA 584 
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Kashmir 331, 363, 704 837, Kashmir 
Suidenis Federauon 362, Kashmin 
Musalmans 55 


Kashrmur Story 860 

Kasum, Maulv:i Abdul Qadar 34 

Kathiawar States 345 440, 444, 448 

Katyu KN b_= 1887, Member, UP 
Provincial Congress Commiutice 
Chaimman, Allahabad Municipal Board 
1935 37 Member for Justice 
Industries and Development, U P 
Government 193739 Member, All 
India Congress Commutee 19406, 
Leader, Indian delegation FAO 
Preparatory Commission 1946, 
Govemor of Onssa August 1947 d 
1968 — 402 

Kaura, Uma | 

Kazi AG 125 

Kazi Khawaja Bashiruddin 125 126 

Kazmi Muhammad Ahmad 591 

Kazmi, Shchla xliv 

Kedar [J 815 818 

Kemal Day Jinnah s appeal 307 

Kenya 667 671 708,773 774 807 

Kerala 783 


Khain Abdul Jabbar b Delh, lived for 
many ycars in Lebanon, Turkey and 
Germany Indian delegate, Socialist 
International Conference Stockholm 
1917 seuled m London 1935 later 
retumed to India and lived in Delhi — 
204 576 


Khain, Abdus Sattar 583 


Khaksars 398, 402, 481, 485, 501, 502, 
503 507, 588, 650 


Khaleel MK 71 
Khalid, Rahim Baksh 322 


Khahkquzzaman, Choudhn b Muirzapur 
1889, edn MAO College Aligarh, 
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joined Dr Ansan's Medical Mission to 
Turkey 1912-13) Member AIL India 
Congress Committee 1917 29, Joint 
Secretary AIML 1919 1926 drafied 
the consutution of the AI Khuilafat 
Committee 1919 President, Lucknow 
Congress Commitee 1920: arrested and 
umpnsoned for orgamzing a public 
boycou of the visit of the Prince of 
Wales to Lucknow November 1921 
December 1922 Additional Secretary, 
Khilafat-Congress Swaray Party 1922 
ML delegate to All Parties 
Conventuon, 20th Session, Calcutta, 
December 1928 Secretary Musiim 
Nauonahs1 Pany July 1929, Member 
Cenural Legislauve Assembly 1930, 
Membcr Congress Parliamentary Board 
1934 of AIML Council, of 
Parhamentary Board 1937 1943 of 
Working Commuuce 1938 1947, and 
ML Member UP _ Legislative 
Assembly 1937 seconded the Pakistan 
Resoluuon at 27th Scssion AIML 
Lahore March 1940 ML Member, UP 
Legislanve Assembly 1946 47 
Member, Indian Constituent Assembly 
1946 47 migraicd to Pakistan 1948 
Chief Organiser, Pakistan Muslim 
League Govemor East Pakistan 
1953 54 pubhcauon Pathway to 
Pakisian d 1973 — xxxiv xxxv, 46 
141 256 286 322 351 376,579 580 
587, 600, 603 625, 641 649 652 846 


Khan, Abdul Hamd Mayor Madras 
Municipality, 46 


Khan, Ali Bahadur 125 573 
Khan Al Hasan 193 

Khan Ams 650 

Khan A Sattar 125, 578 


Khan, Aziz Ahmed 582 590 591, 597 
598 600 611 


Khan, Ch Muhammad Ismail 600 


Khan, Dr Shafaat Ahmad Sir b 1893 
edn Moradabad, Trinny College, 
Dublin, and Sidney Sussex College, 
Cambridge, D Litt, London 
Universny 1918 Professor of Modern 
Indian History Allahabad University 
1921 40° Member, ML Legislative 
Council 1924 delegate to the three 


sessions of Indian RTC 1930-32 and to 
the Joint Parliamentary Committee on 
Indian Constitutional Reform 1933 

President of Muslim Conference 1933 

34 Kz 1935 High Commissioner for 
Indian in South Africa 1941-44 

Munister (Congress nominee) for 
Health Education and Ans, Intenm 
Government September-October 1946 

d 1947 — 600 


Khan, Faizmohamed 125 

Khan, Fakir Muhammad Dura 290 
Khan, Ifaj1 Abdur Rashid 66 

Khan Hay: Jan Muhammad 625 


Khan Hakim Ajmal b Delhi 1863 edn 
traditional Islamic education § studied 
medicine under his father, Trustce of 
MAO College Aligarh, took a Icading 
part in the founding of Jama Muha 
Islamia at Aligarh uts first Chancellor 
on his insistence, Jamia was shifted to 
Delhi attended the maugural session of 
AIML, Dacca 1906 President AIML 
Amrmisar 1919, President All India 
Khuafat Conference, Ahmedabad 1921 
d 1927 — 492 847, 851 


Khan Hakim Niser Ahmad 107 

Khan J (Miss) 584 

Khan Jahangir 70 

Khan Kanm Raza 613 

Khan KB Arbab Karam 619 

Khan, K B Quh 576 

Khan KB Raya Muhammad Akram 601 


Khan Khan Abdul Ghaffar also known as 
Bacha Khan, Badshah Khan and 
Fronuer Gandhib Uumnanzai 1890, edn 
Edwards Memornal Mission High 
School, Peshawar attended AIML 
session Agra 1913, arrested for 
addressing a public meeting against 
Rowlau Bull 1919, attended Nagpur 
session of Indian National Congress 
1920, paritcipated im Khilafat 
Movement 1921, arrested under 
Fronuer Cnmes Regulauon 1921 and 
jailed for three years formed an 


organisation ‘Khudai Khidmatgar’ 
1930 Member, Congress Working 
Commuuce 1934, Congress delegate to 
the Simla Conference 1946 formed 
National Awan Party 1957, given 
Nehru Award 1967 and visited India to 
receive it, d 1988 — 619 653, 688 
689, 694,701 706, 713,741,742 783, 
789 807,815 822 823, 825,844 846 


Khan, Khan Bahadur Mahk Zaman Mehdi 
90 


Khan Kh Gul Muhammad 592 
Khan Kr lap: Ismail Ali 590, 600 
Khan, K S M I arzand Ah 590, 600 
Khan KS Yar Muhammad 625 
Khan Kumar DL 733 

Khan Kunwar Abdussalam 650 


Khan Maulana Abdul Hamid b Madras 
1896 edn Wesley Mission School, 
Madras Christian College and 
Presidency Collige organized Khilafat 
Movement in Madras joined Swarayya 
ParntyofC R Dass clected tothe Madras 
Legislauve Council 1927 Secretary, 
Mushim League 1925 40 Mayor of 
Madras 1935 elected to the Madras 
Legtslauve Assembly and Leader of 
ML Party 1937 dissociated from the 
Congress 1937 Dewan of the Pnnce of 
Arcot 1938 1966 Joined Congress 
again after Partition d 1966 — 262, 
624 


Khan Maulana Akhtar Ali 35 
Khan Maulana Aziz Ahmad 316 
Khan, Maulana Kalumur Raza 316 578 


Khan, Maulana Muhammad Ishaq Khan 
Manschravi 47 


Khan Maulana Muhammad Akram b 
Calcuua 1869 a Khiafatist editor, and 
later proprictor, Muhammad: 
(Catcuua) Secretary, Anjuman 1 
Ulama-i islam, Bengal 1913, staned 
monthly /siam 1916 established some 
fifty maktabs, published dailies Savik 
(Bengah) and Zamana (Urdu), staned 
daily Azad (Bengals) 1936 President, 
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Bengal Provincial Mushm League, 
Member, AIML Working Commuice 
1937-41, d 1968 — 46, 202, 576, 578, 
583 622 


Khan Maulana Zafar Alib Sialkot 1873, 
edn Misston High School, Wazirabad 
and Mahindra Singh College, Patiala, 
Secretary Nawab Mohsinul Mulk 
entered Nizam's army translator in 
Urdu, Translation Bureau and later 
Assistant Secretary, Uduor Zamundar, 
house arrested for his pro Turkish 
specch 1914 19 and again 1920 25, 
joined Ahrars attended the AICC 
mecung 21 March 1930: convicted on 
charges of sedition and sentenced to 2 
years RI 30 Apri) 1930, left Congress 
in 1932 due to differences with Gandhi 
left Ahrar Panty and formed the Ithad- 
1 Mallat Party 1935 Member, Indian 
Legisiatave Assembly 1937 45 
re elected ML member 1946 d 1956 
— 13,35 57, 251 315, 322-25, 335, 
364 66 460, 461 464 466, 467, 
576 79 582, 585 87 596 605 611 
613 


Khan Maulvi Abdullah 698 
Khan Maulv: Ahmad Ah 193 
Khan, Maulv: Nurul Hossain 624 


Khan Maulvi Tamizuddin b Fandpur 
1889, cdn Presidency Colicge and Law 
College Calcutta joined AIML 1915, 
took part in the Non Cooperation 
Movement 1921 and jailed for 14 
months, released February 1923, 
Member, AI Congress and Khilafat 
Commititces Member,’ Bengal 
Legislatrwe Council 1926 and 1930 
Organizer and Secretary Proja Pany 
M1 Member Bengal Assembly, 1937 
and of Central Assembly 1946 
Minister in Bengal Cabinet 1938 41 
and 1943-45 atcnded the League 
Legislators Convention, Delhi, Apnl 
1946 Member, Constuuuent Assembly, 
elected Deputy President of Assembly 
23 February '948 and President, after 
Jinnah’s death September 1948 
Chairman, Basic Principles 
Commiucee, Constitvent Assembly 
1949, went to Court when the 
Governor General dissolved the 
Constutucnt Assembly in 1953, Speaker, 
Nauional Assembly 1962 d 1963 — 
202 
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Khan Mehrab 705 

Khan, Mir Ayub 278 

Khan, Mir Bundeh Ali 297 
Khan, Mir Faiz Muhammad 860 
Khan, Mohsin 107 


Khan, Muhammad Haider Muhamad 
Yakut 860 


Khan Muhammad Mushtaq xhu 
Khan, Muhammad Yamin xxv 603 


Khan Nawab Ismail (Bihar) 504 588 
604 607 634 


Khan Nawab Ismail (U P ) xxxin_ 46, 65, 
145 244, 256 312 316 319 354 365 
466 600, 604 607 626 634 639,648 
649 652 


Khan, Nawab Jamal of Lagan 279 


Khan Nawab Jamshed Ali 358 359 596 
610 


Khan, Nawab Khizar Hayat 316 
Khan Nawab Mir Osman Ali 859 
Khan, Nawab Mumtaz Hasan 590 600 


Khan, Nawab Muzaffar b 1880, CIL 
edn Mission Iligh School, JuQundar, 
and Goverment College Lahore Dx 
MLA Punjab served as Mirmunshi to 
SuMichaclO Dwyerdunng Great War 
Director, Informauon Bureau 1925 
Reforms Commissioner October 1931 
Tcllow Punjab University 1939 
President Anjuman it Himayat Islam 
Lahore Member Public Service 
Commission Punjab and N WI P 
1943, Publication Sword Hand of the 
Empire 20 93 508,619 620 


Khan, Nawab Str Muhammad 
Muzammulullah b 1865 ‘luies KB 
1904, Nawab 1910, OBE KCIL UP 
landlord, [cllow Allahabad University 
elected I rustec, MAO College, Ahgarh 
1886 attended inaugural session ALML, 
Dacca 1906 Chairman Reception 
Committee, lst session, AIML, 
Aligarh 1908 nominated member UP 


Legislatrtve Council 1916 19, 
nominated member Viceroy’s Council 
of State elected in a by-election to 
Council of State 1926, re elected 1930 
d 1938 —311 613 


Khan Nawab Siddiq Ah 598, 600, 634 


Khan Nawabsada Khurshid Ali xxv, 316 
322 591 596 609, 620 


Khan Nawabzada Liaquat Ah b Kamal 
1895 cdn Aligarh and Oxford Bar at 
[aw 1922 Joincd AIMI 1923 
Membcr UP Legislauve Assembly 
1926 40 Honorary General Secretary, 
AIML 1936 47 Chairman AIML 
Central Parliamentary Board, Membcr, 
Indian Legislative Assembly 1940 47 
Attcnded Simla Conference 1945, 
Leadcr ML bloc and J inance Member 
in Interrm Governmcnt 1946 47 
presented the Poor Mans Budget’ 
1947 attended Conference at London 
convened by Bnush Government for 
dividing India December 1946 
Convenor Pakistan Muslim League 
Pnme Minisicr of Pakistan August 1947 
till his assassination at Rawalpind: on 
16 October 1951 —xxvu,46 229 232 
292 316 322 26 364 376, 393 417, 
49S 507 508 S70 572 574 S575 S79 
581 584 586 589, 597-600, 605 607 
609 610 616 618 623,624 627,628 
634 637 39 644, 646 647 651 652, 
849 propounded division scheme at 
Meerut Divisional Muslim League 
Conference 355 359 


Khan Prof Noorul Hasan xliv 


Khan Raya Ghazanfas Al 524 573 574 
590 591 598 600 601 


Khan Raya Muhammad Akram 601 


Khan Saadullah Leader of ML 
N Wi P 256 321 354 628 634 
648 652 


Khan Sadulla Khan 202 256 


Khan Saheb, Dr b Peshawar 1883, edn 
Fdward Mcmornial High School and St 
Thomas Hospital (MRCS) and Medical 
School, London joined Bnush hospital 
corps during World War I (1914 1919) 
and Indian Medical Service 1920; 
refused to work against Wazirs in 


Waziristan, entered politics 1930 
Congress Member Ccntral Legislatuve 
Assembly 1935 — and NWIP 
Assembly 1937 Congress Chicf 
Munster NWFP 1937 39 and 1945 47 
dismissed soon after Partition 
impnsoned in Pakistan for sia years 
Pakistan Minister of Communication 
1954 55, founder Republican Party, 
Chicf Munister West Pakistan 1955 
until stabbed to death in Lahore 9 May 
1958 — 683 688 735 858 


Khan Sardar Aurangzib 256 322 354 
581 582 584,587,589 610 628, 634, 
648, 652 


Khan Sardar Ghulam Muhammad 619 
Khan Sardar Muhammad Ahmcd 600 
Khan Sardar Muhammad Nawas 524 601 
Khan Shafaatullah, 104 

Khan Sir Muhammad Saadat Ali 860 
Khan Sir Ahmad Yar 860 


Khan, Sir Muhammad Yamin b_ 1886 
edn Meerut Collige MAO College 
Aligarh Allahabad University 
Lincoln s Inn, Member Municipal 
Board, Mccrut 1916 Vice-Chairman 
1918, Chairman 192831 Membcr 
Legislative Assembly 1921 23 and 
1927 30 and 1935 Membcr, Council 
of State 1924 25 and nominated 
Member 1935 Ki 1936 Leader 
United India Party in the Legislauve 
Assembly d 1966 — 600 


Khan, Sir Muhammad Zafrullah b 1893 
belongs to Ahmadiya Community cdn 
Govt College Lahore Kings College 
London Lincoln sinn1914 Hon 11 D 
Cambridge Advocate Lahore High 
Court 1916 35 Member, Punjab 
Legislatve Councu 1926 35, delegate 
to RIC 193032 and to the Jomt 
Parliamentary Committee 1933 
President AIML Dclthi session 1931 
Member, Viccroy s Council 1932 and 
1935 41, Ke 1935, Judge Indian 
Fedcral Court 1941 47, Leader 
Pakistan dclcgation to UN 1947 
Mimster of VPoreign Affairs & 
Commonwealth Rclanions, Goverment 
of Pakistan 1947 54 Mcmber, 
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Intemanonal Court of Jusuce 1954-61 
and 1963 10 Apni 1970 and its 
President Apn) 1970 72, President of 
the United Nauons General Assembly 
1962, d 1985 — 525, 846 


Khan Sir Sadiq Muhammad 859 


Khan, Sir Sher Mohammad 174 316 317, 
466, 610, 619 620 


Khan Sir Sikander Hyat b Multan 1892, 
Divisional and Scssions Judge edn 
MAO thph School Alhgarh and 
University College, London Member, 
Punjab I cgislauve Council 1921 and 
1926 kt 1933. Umonist Mcmber, 
Punjab Legislauve Assembly 1937 
Premicr of Punjab Apnl 1937 — 
December 1942 Member Natonal 
Defence Council aucnded AIML 
Scssions 193738 Mcmbcr ML 
Working Commitice d 1942 — xlin 
92 93 136, 174 243, 256, 258, 259 
261 284 296 297 298 303 304 311, 
312 313 314 315 316 324 332 351 
354 371, 376, 393, 401, 483, 485 502, 
508 542 582 583 606, 617, 621, 628, 
639 648 652 858 


Khan Sir Syed Ahmad b 1817 studied 
literature, Tagh Wadiath and Quran 
founder of Ahgarh Movement, author 
of Risala: Asbab: Baghawat t Hind 
1859 Asar us Sanadid and numerous 
others Toundcr of Scicntufic Socuty 
Aligarh Institute Gazette 1866, 
Fahzeeb ul Akhiaq 1870 Aligarh 
Madrassa 1875, later upgraded to 
MAO College 1877 and University 
1920 and Mohammedan Lducational 
Confcrence 1886 Member, Educational 
Commission 1882 and Public Service 
Commission 1886, d 1898 —— xxx, 
XXAVE, XXXVI 459 


Khan Sir Syed Muhammad Raza Al: 860 
Khan Umar Bux Subra 290 
Khandeckar 789 


Khandwa Dist Congress Commutee 
Dispute 722 


Khandwani 442 
Khany OI, Sir Mahabat Khanj: Rasul 859 
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Khan Khoye, Pandurang Sadashiv 698 
Khaparde, GS 676 


Khare, N B 683, 702, 703 787, 788, 789, 
792, 793, 858 


Khare Pt. Narayan Rao 667 
Khein, Mrs 362 
Khein, Sattar 362 


Kher Bal Gangadharb 1888 edn Wilson 
College active in politics from 1922 
Secretary Swaray Pany Impnsoncd 
1930 MLA, Bombay, Chief Minister 
Bombay 193739 Leader Bombay 
Legislative Congress Pany 1946 
Member Indian Consttuent Assembly 
1946 50, Chef Minister Bombay 
1946 52, d 1957 — 161, 165 199 
752, 858 


Khilafat Commitee 104 123, 581 
Khilafat Scheme 450 Khilafat 
voluntcers 107 


Khoyas 212 

Khuda Bakhsh Maltk 47 

Khudat Khudmatgars 684, 822 823 
Khuddam 1 Kaba 581 


Khuhro Muhammad Ayub, Khan 
Bahadur b 1901, edn Larkana and 
Karachi, Membcr, legislative 
Assembly Bombay 1924 37 kellow 
Bombay Universay 1928 35 Member 
Govemor of Sind Advisory Council 
1936-37, Mcmber Sind Legislatrve 
Assembly 194041, 1942 44 and 
1946 47 Chicf Minister Sind 1947, 
1951 and 1954 Defence Minister of 
Pakistan 1955 d 1980 — 296 


Kidwai, Mushir Husain b Lucknow 1878 
lawyer edn Barmstcr at Law one of 
the founders of the Anjumani 
Khuddam 1 Kaaba, President Oudh 
Khulafat Conference 1920; Advocate, 
Aulahabad High Coun 1921, President 
socialist group of Legislative 
Assembly membcrs formed in March 
1924, Mcmbecr, UP Legislative 
Assembly 1937 45 Semor Judge, High 
Coun, Allahabad 1948 author of 


Swaray and low to Obtain ul and Pan 
fslarusm and Botshevism d 1957 — 
605 


Kidwat, Rafi Ahmad b 1894 edn MAO 
College Aligarh, joined Non- 
Cooperation Movement 1920 22 
Private Sccretary to Pandst Motlal 
Nehru 1922 Secretary Reception 
Commuuce, Indian National Congress, 
Kanpur session 1925 Member, Indian 
Legislauve Assembly 1926 Chief 
Whip Congress party in the 
Legislature Sccretary UP Congress 
Commiuee 1935 Minister I and 
Revenue and Jails m UP Congress 
ministry 1937 39 arnestcd and 
detaincd 1940 41) and 1942 45 In 
1946 clecuons of UP Legislative 
Assembly lost to Mushm_ I cague 
candidatcs from three consutucncics 
but won unopposed from Universiues 
consutucncy Munister UP for Jails 
and Police 1946 resigned 1947, 


Member, Congress Working 
Commiuce 1947 Minister 
Government of Indta for 


Communicauons 1949 51, of Food & 
Agriculture 1952 54 d 1954 — 683 


Kidwai, Sheikh Mushuir Husain of Godia 
210 


Kifayatullah, Mufu b Shahjahanpur 1872 
edn Madrassah Shahjahanpur and 
Deoband, Ilead of the Amina 
Madrassah run by Anjuman 1 I[idayat 
al Islam attended AIML scssion 1918 
founder President, Jarmiat ul Ulama t 
Hind 1919 Member’ Khilafat 
Committee Lucknow June 1922, startcd 
Tabiigh Movement Delhi 1924 
Member Congress Working 
Committee 1930 arrestcd and 
sentenced to 6 months RI for 
Participation in Civil Disobedience 
Movement 1930 and again in 1932 
nominated Member ML. Parliamentary 
Board 1936 from Bihar, led a 
delcgation to the Conference of Ulema 
in Lgypt 1938, did not favour the 
demand for Pakistan d 1952 — 47 
450 822 


Killodar MM 125 
Kunberley, Earl of 855 
Kisan Sabhas 676, 771 774 


Kutchlew, Dr Saifuddinb Amntsar 1888 
edn MAO College Aligarh, PhD 
Germany, calied tothe Bar Khilafaust, 
was tnced and scntenced at Karachi for 
inciting Indian soldiers to revolt 1921 
started Urdu daily Tanzun from 
Amritsar 1921 Honorary Sccretary 
AIML 1926 29, Member, Punjab 
Legislauve Assembly 1937 d 1963 — 
492, 849 


Kitchlew Zakna 350 

Kohat Bannu 467 

Kolhapur Residency 555 
Kothan, Manilal 667, 696, 764 


Knpalan, Acharya] B b 1888 cdn MA 
Director of the Shn Gandhi Ashram 
Village and Khadi Orgamsation in the 
Provinces of UP and Delhi Gencral 
Sceretary of Indian National Congress 
1934 1936 us President 1946 resigned 
November 1947 d 1982 — 154 155 
615 676 688 694 702 706 707,709 
712 713,720 723 726 728, 735,740, 
756,775 777, 780, 782, 783, 789, 791 
797 803, 807 809, 815 821 823 825, 
831 838 842 844, 853 


Knshna Kanter Ul 545 
Kumarappa JC 543 


Kunzru, Hirday Nath Panditb Agra 1887 
edn London School of Cconomics 
delcgate to the National Liberal Party 
to Lngland in connection with the 
Montagu Chelmsford Reforms 1919 
Ieft. Congress 1920 and formed 
Nauonal Libcral Tedecratton Member, 
U P Legislanve Counce 1921 1923 and 
of Indian Legislauve Assembly 1927 
1930 and 1934 47 visucd Kenya Ij, 
Hawanu Sn Lanka and Malayasia to 
study the condiu0n of Indian sculcrs 
Chaiman, Indian delegation to the 
British Commonwealth Relations 
Conference, Australia 1938, Member 
of the Indian delegation to the Pacific 
Relanons Conference USA 1945 4 
1978 — 317 


L 


Lady Abdul Kadir $83 


915 


Lady Haroon 584 

Lady Hidyatullah 584 
Lady Imam 584, 634 
Lady jama] Khan 583 
Lahin Praraschandra 841 


Lahore 3 12 25 27,19 20,21,23 24,27, 
28 29,31 32 33,34 35 49 49, 90 
91,93 94, 136 304,315,325 381 482 
484 485 496 497,507 540 


Lal Dewan Chiman 32 


Lal Sar Manohar b 1879 edn Punjab 
Universuy and St Johns College 
Double First Class Honours, 
Cambridge Philosophy and 
Leonomics, Member, Punjab Council 
and Assembly for the Punjab 
University 1921, 1923 and 1927 
Minister of Education Punjab 
Govemment 1927 30, President, Al 
India F conomic Conference Dacca 
1935 Fiance Munistcr Punjab 1937 
d 1949 — 94, 95 


Laljee Anz 579 


Laljec, Hosain Bhai b 1886 Bombay 
businessman President, Indian 
Merchants Chamber 1930 President 
Federation of Indian Merchants 
Chamber, Delhi 1935 _ elected 
Member, Bombay Municipal 
Corporation for over 26 years Mayor 
ef Bombay 1931 Member Bombay 
Legislauve Council 1926 of Indian 
Legislative Assembly 1936 lost in 
1946 elections from two consLituencies 
to Jinnah and Ahmad Ebrahim Jaffer, 
opposed demand for Pakistan d 1971 
— 83 


Lalshah Mian Pir 83 

Lamington, Lord 845 

Lancashire 360, 361 

Lansdowne, Marquess of 856 

Lan Zahirul Hasnain b 1907, edn 
Aligarh Muslim Universry Member, 


UP Legisiauve Assembly 1937, re- 
elected 1946, Secretary, U P Mushm 
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League Parliamentary Board 1946 
Deputy Leader of the Muslim I cague 
Party inthe U P Legislature and Leadcr 
of the Oppositron Member, 
Constituent Assembly 1948, Member, 
Aligarh Muslim University and the 
Allahabad University Counts Membcr 
Executtve Council of the Aligarh 
Muslim University d 1972 — 312 
316,324 325 334, 585 614 


Lauf Rashida (Mrs ) $83 

Lauff, SC 66 

Law Andrew Bonar 854 

Lawrence, Sir John 856 

Leapue of Nations 158 182,575 656 
Legislative Assembly Dcbates 557 
Letters of Mian Fazl 1 Husain $41, 
Liberal T cderation 39, 329 

Library of University of Karachi xlit 
Lincoln, Abraham Z0S 

Linlithgow to Lothian al 


Linlthgow Victor Alexander John Hope 
2nd Marquess of b 1887, edn Lton 
Deputy Chairman Umonist Party 
Organisation 1924 26 Chainnan, Royal 
Commission on Indian Agriculture 
1926 28) Chairman Joint Sciccr 
Commiuttce on Indian Constitutional 
Reform 1933 Viccroy and Govemor 
Generalof India 1936 43 d 1952 — 
xx 380 381 439 453,454 455 496, 
567, 583, 626, 856 


Listowel William Irancis Hare b 1906 
edn Lion and Balhol Colicye Oxford 
PhD London | abour Pany whip in 
Elouse of Lords 1941 44 
Parliamentary Undcr Secrtary9 of 
Sute India Office and Deputy Leader 
House of Lords 1944 45 Postmaster 
Gencral 1945 47, Sccrctary of State for 
India Apn] August 1947 Munister of 
Suate for Colomes 1948 50 Governor 
Gencral of Ghana 1957 60 Chairman 
of Committee, House of Lords 1965 
76 Jawaharlal Nehru Lecture 1980 
publicauon The Values of Life — 855 


Lockhat DM 71 

Lona RM 781 

London 2x1 XxXn XX20, KH ath 
London, The Tunes 447 

Lorang 19 

Lothian Papcrs — Lothian Muniments x] 


Lothian [Eleventh Marquess of Phihp 
Henry Ker b 1882 editor of the 
Round fable 191016 Sceretary to 
Prime Munistcr Lioyd Gcorge 1916 
21 succecded to the ttle 1930 Liberal 
party dclegale to the three sessions of 
the Indian Round fable Conference 
(1930 2) and member of the Joint 
Parhhamentary Committee on Indian 
Constitutional Reform 1933 4, 
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster 
1931 Parltamentary Under Secretary 
for India 1931 2 (resigned from the 
Cabinet along with his other [ iberal 
colleagues m September 1932 but 
conimnued to support the National 
govemmcnt on the Indian question) 
Chairman, Indian T ranchise 
Commuucce 1932 British Ambassador 
lo Washington from 1939 ull his death 
in December 1940 — xxvn xl 207, 
383 


Lothian to Gandm x] GD Birla xl 
Halifax xl J Ramsay MacDonald x1 
Linlithgow xl Nehru xxxiv, xl Zetland 
xl 


Low, DA $41,703 

Low SirTrancis 859 

Lucknow xxxv 63 64 65 79 135 148 
149, 159, 176 183 197, 203 231 
233, 241, 350, 363, 372,398 653 
688 Municipal Board 64 Lucknow 


Pact xxx1, 102,137 206 233 279 399, 
469 $11 631 


Lumley Sir Lawrence Roger 857 
Lydda 158 
Lytton, Lord 856 


M 


MacDonald James Ramsay b 1866, leader 
of Labour party 1915 16 and 1922 31, 
Prime Minister and Foreign Secretary 
1924 Prime Mimster of Labour 
Govemment 1929 31 and of National 
Govemment 1931 5, Chainnan, RIC 
1930 2 Lord President of the Council 
1935 7 d 1937 —xz) 1 344 


MacDonald J Ramsay to Lothian xl 
Mackessack Mayor & Mrs 508 


Madan Maulana Husain Ahmadb 1879 
edn Icoband School joined a group of 
young revoluuonancs who went to 
Kabul (19112 12) to revolt against the 
Bnush Goverment anesicd and jailed 
at Malta 1914, releascd m 1919 
assumed Icadership of the Jamiat ul 
Ulema i Tend and collaborated with 
the Indian National Congrcss 
participated in the Khilafat Movement 
and was umprisoned with the Al 
Brothers 1922 counted arrest tn the 
Civil Disobedience Movement launched 
by Gandhi in 1930 and again in 1932 
jaucd for parucipating un the Quit India 
Movement 1942, opposed to the MI 
two nation theory and demand for 
Pakistan d 1957 —- 266 


Madhya Pradesh (C P ) 543 

Madras 32 46 67 83 128 129 177,371 
377 489 504 511 520535, 548 641, 
656, 657 700 851 

Madras Ministry resigns 404 

Madras Provincial Muslim League 377 

Mahanuy, Banchhanidhi 677 


Mahakoshal 722 737,738 759 786 787 
797 822, $42, disputes 719 


Maharaja of Burdwan 115 

Maharaja of Patiala 315 
Maharajgary 359 

Maharashtra 718, 738, 749, 757 759 
Mahendra 546 
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Mahmood Malhk 193 


Mahmudabad, Maharaja of 46, 51, 83, 
524, 846, 847 848 


Mahmudabad, Muhammad Al 
Muhammad Khan Raja of b 1877, 
President of All India Muslim League 
1917,1918 and 1928 Home member of 
the Umtcd Provinces Government 
1921 26,d 1931 —xxxi 49 210 233 
256 278 279, 297, 323,326 362,364 
376 SO7 578 S84 613 614 618, 626, 
635,638 641,648 649 


Mahmud Dr Syed b Ghazipur 1889 edn 
Aligarh University Cambridge 
University and Munster University, 
Germany attended Congress session 
1905 and 1916 joined All India Home 
Rule League 1917 Genera) Sccretary 
Central Kimiafat Commiuce 1921 6 
impnsoned 1922 on charge of 
sediuon clected General Secretary 
Indian Nauonal Congress 1923, 1929 
and 1936 associated with Dr MA 
Ansan in the formation of the Muslim 
Nationalist Party within the Congress, 
Munster of Education and Industries, 
Bihar 1937 impnsoned dunng Quit 
India Movement, 1942, opposcd two 
nation theory d 1971 — 713 


Mahmud Mir Maqbool received Punjab 
Gow s Sanad for distinguished War 
Services 1914 elected Member, Punjab 
Legislauve Council 1923 30 elected 
MLA Punjab 1937 45, Parliamentary 
Secrctary General to the Premicr of 
Punjab 1938 44 Chief Justice Pauala 
Ihgh Coun Joint Secretary Chamber 
of Princes Scerctamat Judicial and 
F orcign Minister, Patiala Politucal and 
Devclopment Minister Rampur 
Political and Fducation Munister, 
Alwar and Pnme Minisicr Jhalavar 
delegate to the R TC as Secretary to 
the Chamber of Princes delegations, 
Indian States Delegate at Bnttsh 
Commonwealth Rclanons Conference 
1945 d 1948 — 316, 364 576 602 


Mahtiab, Sir Byay Chand 115 
Matra, Hcrambra Chandra 667 
Majdia railway disaster 707 
Mayjced Syed Muhammad 550 
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Mayjithia, Sardar Dyal Smgh b 1849 edn 
Misston School, denounced caste 
sysiem and untouchability and 
advocated the cause of widow marnage 
and female education, started Tribune 
1881, Chairman Reception 
Committee, Indian National Congress 
Lahore 1893, founded Union Academy 
1896, subsequently convericd it into 
Dyai Singh School donated to his 
school and press his entire propery 
leaving aside a smal! portion for his 
wife Bhagwan Kaur d 1898 — 29 


Maylis 1 Ahrar 45 436 

Majlis 1 Itehad 1 Millat 57 
Majumdar Biren 732 
Majumdar Birendra Nath 732 


Malaviya Pandit Madan Mohan b 
Allahabad 1861 edn District School 
and Muir Cent College Allahabad 
Calcutta University and Allahabad 
University ediucd The Hindustan 
1887 89 The /ndian Union 1889 92 
The Abhyudaya 19079 Vice 
Chancellor Benares Hindu University 
1919-40 Member Indian Legislatuve 
Assembly 1924 President, Hindu 
Mahasabha 1923 25 accompanicd 
Gandhi to London io the Second 
Session of the RIC 1931 d 1946 — 
xxxu i 737 739 851 852 


Malaya 764 768 


Malik Hlusain M xxvii, 584, 607 608, 
609 


Mahk Husamn (Mrs ) 584 
Maltk Ikram Ali 539 
Malirkotla Mohajcenns 93 
Manayar, Muhammad Ali 605 


Mamdot Nawab Sir Shah Nawazb 1883 
jomed police sermce of Hyderabad 
succceded 10 the estate and ude 1931, 
President, Punjab Provincial Mushm 
League, Member All India Muslim 
League Working Commiutice, Member 
Punjab Legistatuuve Assembly 1935-42 
President, Pakistan Conference 
Lucknow 1941 d 1942 — 450, 483 
485 503,508 634 


Manbhum 550 

Manchester Guardian 399, 496, 509 
Manchuria 819 

Mandalay nots 271 

Mandatory power 704 


Mander, Mrs (formerly Miss Audrey 
Yarns) 845 


Mangrol 443 448 

Mansa 785 

Manzar SA 185 193 

Manziulgah Mosque 494 

Masam MR 735, 756 771 

Mashruwala, Kishort Lal 543 

Masood, Sir Sycd Ross b 1889 grandson 
of Sir Syed Ahmad Khan edn Aligarh 
and Oxford called to the Bar entered 
Indian educational service 1914 
Director, Public Instruction, 
Hyderabad 1916 28 Vice Chancellor, 
Aligarh Mushm University 1929 34 
Member Eaccuuve Council, Bhopal 
1934 37,d 1937 — 210 575 

Mathcran (Bombay) 375, 432 

Matuan Syed Ghulam Mustapha 301 


Maulana Azad Library Aligarh Mushm 
University aliv, 469 


Mauritius 667 

Mawalis 151 
Mayeenuddin Maulvi 625 
Mayo Larl of 856 

Mayo Elospital 484 


Mazharuddin Maulana 286 577 583 
590, 596, 608 611, 616 


Mazumdar, AC 85i 


Mazumdar Buirendra Chandra 706 


Mazumdar Maulv Makabir Al 626 


Meerut xxxv, 355, 362 638, 699 763 
764, Meerut Divisional Muslim League 
Conference 355-359 


Mchdi, Nawabzada 320 


Mehdi, Syed Muhammad, Raja of Pirpur 
b 1896, Taluqdar of Pirpur edn 
Lucknow Member UP Legislative 
Council 1930 attended RTC 1931, 
Member UP Legislatiwe Assembly 
1937 Honorary Sccretary British 
Indian Association of the Ialuqdars of 
Awadh author of ‘Pirpur Repon’ 15 
November 1938 d 1947 —279 301 
316 322 326 342 464 548 S49 607 
610 613 634 Pirpur Repon xaxvi 
329, 342 343 364 420 548 Pirpur 
Resolution 164 


Mchrul Islam xliv 

Mchtia Jiveray 781 786 789 

Mchia Phirozeshah 288 850 

Mechtab Harcknshna 615 702 706,775 
TTT 780 783 789 797,803 805 807 
809 815,822,823 825,831 838, 842, 
844 


Memoirs of Lawrence, Second Marques of 
feuland 845 


Memon Chamber of Commerce 258 


Memon, Osman President Kathiawar 
Muslim League 440 


Memons 211 

Menon K Raman 677 

Menon, V K Knshna 658 739 741 
Mereira 359 

Mesopotamia 492 

Mian, Jamal 605 


Mian, Maulvi Shah Hussam (Phulwan 
Sharif) 322, 326 550, 583 


Mian Mohammad xxxvu 


Middle East 467 
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Midnapore 653, 671, 698, 720, 733, 746, 
774 


Minto Earl 856 Minto Morley Reforms 
50, 51, 399, 469 


Mira; 785 

Mirza, Babar 362, 363, 
Mirza Janbaz, 539 

Mirza, Maulvi Aziz 849 
Mirza, Sarfraz Hussain 175 
Mirza: (Qadianis) 45 
Misra, Chintaman. 818 


Misra Pandit Dwaraka Prasad 342, 702 
778 786 815 818 825 


Miss J Khan 584 

Mitchell Alan 508 

Mitha, Sir Sardar Ghulam Cassim 600 

Mitha Sir Suleman Cassumb 1903 MLA 
JP landlord and businessman 
nominated Member Bombay 
Legislauve Council elected Member 
Bombay Municipal Corporation, 
Member Bombay Legislative 
Assembly 1935 Member, AIML 
resigned later — 4 47 125 574 

Mitra Nnpendra Nath 543 665, 857, 858 

Mitra, Satyendra Chandra 782 

Mittra Knshna Kumar 657 

Mohamed Ali 846 847 

Mohomed Alt Jinnah An Ambassador of 
Unity His Speeches & Writings, 1912 
1Dk7 xxx 

Mohamed Kassim A 71 


Mohammad Ah Park, Calcutta 200 202, 
205 


Mohammad Ah Stores in Abyssima, 
Closing of 756 


Mohammad, Syed 193, 202 
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Mohammedan Educauonal Conference at Moinul Mulk 539 
Dacca 846 
Mautra, Sarendra Mohen 683, 721, 732 
Mohan Hasrat Maulana Fazlul Hasan b 
Mohan UP 1878 edn MAO College 
Aligarh and Allahabad University 
pou and poliiician joined Congress 
1903, propritor and editor of a 
pohucal cum litcrary magazine Urdu 
e Mualla sided with the cxtremists at 
the Surat Congress session 1907, 
intemed by UP Government for his 
acuvilics in Kabul 1916 opposed 
resolution on scparate electorates at 
AIML session Bombay Dcccmber 
1915 January 1916 Member AIML 
delegauon to Fngland on Khilafat 
issue 1919 AIML_) President 
Ahmedabad session December 1921 
altended Congress scssion 
Ahmedabad 1921 where he moved a 
resolution for complcte independence 
Gandhi opposed 1) Mcmber, Working 
Committee Central Khilafat 
Commutce 1922 arresicd and jaikd 
for two years for ‘seditious and 
violent specches at Ahmedabad May 
1922) ML membcr, UP Legislatuve 
Assembly 1946 Mcmber Indian 
Constituent Assembly 1948 
publicauons Diwan (Urdu Ghazals) 
Inukhab e Sukhan Sharah Diwan e 
Ghalib cic d 1951 —xxx 577 611 Mookerjyce Dr Shyama Prasad b 
848 Calcutta 1901 edn Presidency College 
and Calcutta University elected to the 
Bengal Legislauve Council as 
Congress candidate 1929 Vice 
Chancellor Calcutta University 1934 
Membcr Bengal [ cgislative 
Mohsinul Mulk Nawab (Mchdi Ali Khan) Assembly 1937 Finance Minister in 
b UP 1837 served Nizams Govi Fazlul iiug s coalition ministry 
Ilydcrabad Dn 1874 93 President Bengal jomcd Hindu Mahasabha and 
Muslim Lducational Conference became 11s acting President, 1939 d 
annual sessions 1893 and 1896 1953 — 78, 79 
Scerntary, MAO College, Aligarh 
1898 1907 organised Urdu Defence 


Momin A Khan Bahadur 66 

Momin Ansars 212 

Momiun Muhammad 578 

Monghyr 550 

Mongolia 655 

Monroc Justuce 508 (Monroc, Mrs ) 508 


Montagu Idwin Samucl b 1879 edn 
Inmty College, Cambridge, | iberal 
Member of Parliament 1906 22 
Parliamentary Under Scerctary of State 
for India 191014 Munister of 
Munition 1916 author of 
Parhamentary policy declaration of 
the progressive realisation of 
Tesponsible government an India 
1917 Sccrctary of State for India 
1917 22 (resigned March 1922) 
opposed Balfour Declaration though a 
Jew d 1924 — 855 


Montagu Chelmsford Reforms 51 52, 64 


Mohiuddin Hay: Amir Saheb 125 
Mohiuddin Sheikh Ghulam 202 214 


Moonje, Balknshna Sheoram b 1872 


Association 1901, founded Anjuman 1 
Taraqgg t Urdu 1902, drafted, along 
with Nawab Imad ut Mulk the 
Memonal presenicd to Viceroy by a 
deputation of which he was a member 
at Simla 1906 attended Muslim 
leaders mecting at Dacca which 
resolved to form the Muslim League 
was cnirusicd with the drafung of is 
constitution along with Nawab Vigar 
ul Mulk Dec 1906 Jomt Sccretary 
on League 1906-07, d 1907 — 
49 


eye surgeon and medical practuuoncr, 
Nagpur one of the secretanes to the 
first political conference Nagpur 1904 
Member, Central Legislative 
Assembly President Hindu 
Mahasabha 1927 d 1948 — 317, 471 


Moostufa 1iG 71 
Moradabad 149 


Morley, Lord (see n 1, p 414 supra) 191, 
406 414 855 


Mors, William Richard 442 
Morumer Chapman 174 
Moscow 118 

Moulgany Mosque, Cawnpore 622 


Mountbatten of Burma, Louis Francis 
Alben Victor Nicholas b 1900 
grandson of Queen Victona, edna 
Osbome Danmouth and Cambridge 
entered Royal Navy 1913 Supreme 
Allicd Commandcr South Fast Asia 
1943 46 last Viceroy March August 
1947 and Governor General of 
independent India March 1947 June 
1948, announced on 3 June Partition 
Plan to effect transfer of power from 
British to Indian hands Admural of the 
Tlect (1956) Chicf, U K Defence Staff 
and Chairman Chicfs of Staff 
Commitce (1959-65) died in a boat 
explosion off Nornh Wesicm Ircland 
1979 — 856 


Mowla, G 66 

Moczaffarpur 550 

Mnrinaline 545 

Mudahar, C N Muthuranga 683 
Muddumnan Committee 1925 — 37 
Mudholkar, RN 851 

Muhammad Abu Bakar Beg 634 


Muhammad Ah of Bogra b Bogra 1909, 
ude KB cdn Islamia College and 
Presidency College, Calcutta, elecicd 
unopposed to Bengal Legislative 
Assembiy 1937 Parliamentary 
Secreuary to Chief Minister of Bengai 
1943 45, Minister for Finance, Health 
and Local Self-Government Bengal 
1946 n HS Suhrawardy s Mimstry 
Member, Pakistan Constituent 
Assembly 1947, Pakistans first 
Ambassador to Burma 1948 Pakistan s 
Ihgh Commissioner in Canada July 
1949 Pakistans Ambassador to USA, 
1952 1953 and again wm 1955 then 
Ambassador to Japan, Prume Minister 
of Pakistan 1953-1955 Yoreign 
Munster 1962, d 1963 — 8&3 
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Muhammad Ah, Maulana b 1878, edn, 
Alhgarh and Oxford editor Hamdard 
and Comrade, Chief Lducation 
Officer, Baroda Siate 1904 10, 
President elect, AIML Calcutta 
Session, 1917 1918, could noi preside 
the session duc to his internment under 
the Defence of India Act ied the 
Khulafat Movement 1919 24 also 
joined Gandhi's Non Cooperation 
Movement 1920-24 Presidcnt Indian 
National Congress 1923 dclcgate to 
RIC in London where he dicd on 5 
January 1931] and buned mn Jerusalem 
— xxx1 104 107 122 210, 279, 469, 
5t6 518 524 847, 852 Muhammad 
Ah Day 210 


Muhammad, Ashrafuddin 580 

Muhammad Ch Fatch 596 601 

Muhammad, Hay: Par 442 

Muhammad Hasnain xix 

Muhammad Hosein Beg 123, 125 

Muhammad Jamal 46 634 

Muhammad, KS Khawaja Gul 590 591 

Muhammad Master Wali 226 

Muhammad Shafi 602 

Muhammad Syed Sultan 580 

Mu:nullah 578 

Muirhcad, Lt Col 474 

Mujahid Shanf al 482 510 

Muyjibur Rahman Bengal journalist and 
nationalist Jount Secretary, Bengal 
Muhammedan Association Calcutta 3 
November 1906 Chairman, Recepuon 
Commutce AIML December 1927 — 
January 1928,d 1940 — 628 

Mukerji, Manmath Nath 782 

Mukherjyce, Dr Abani 698 

Mukhery) Ramaprasad 6 


Mukery:, Upendranath 677 
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Muktagacha 113 1, 3, 11, 21, 27, 37, 44 48, 57, 58, 59, 
60, 64, 65, 67, 69, 75, 80, 81 84 90, 
93 100 101, 102 104, 105 106, 108 
109 112,114, 115,116 217 119, 120, 
121,123 127 133 141,142 143 145 
148, 157 161 165,170,172 176 177, 
180 182 183,186 188 195 196, 197 
201 212 213 215 217 19 222 223 
224, 230, 231, 233, 234, 236 240 250, 
252, 253 255-57 260-63 265, 267 
269, 272, 275, 277, 279, 280 282, 283, 
286 287 292 298 299,303 305 306, 
308, 310 311 317 319 323 326-334 
336 337 340 43 346 347 351 355 
357 362 365 369 371 376 377 380 
381,385 386,388 389 392, 394 397 
400 401 407 409 410 415 420 424 
435 37 440 444 446 447 449 450, 
456 459 468 471 474 477 480, 481, 
485 486 487 497 498 501,507 525 
27 540 548,567 568 570 571 572 
573 578 582 585 586 588 601,621 
622 633 634 639 640 650, 651 796 
800 802 803, 846 


Mulla Jan, Md 107, 576, 605 

Munich Pact 462 

Munim, MA 196 

Munir-ud din 498 

Munshi, Harendra 772 

Munshi KM 683 

Munshi Harendranath 667 

Murphy Charlies A V 853 

Musa, Hakun Muhammad 214 

Musalmans are a nation 469 

Mushim (s) Musalmans xx x4n, xx xXx1V 
AXV XXXVI XXX, AXXL, AKAM XXAV 


XXAVE XAAXVIE XXXIX F245 1213 


15 20 24 28, 32, 34,36 3840, 42 46, Mushm League (ML) am 120 Central 


50 60 61 62 65 66 67 69 72 73,75 
79, 80 81 91 92 102 103 104 110 
1d) 242,414 116 117,119, 120 123, 
125 127 129 131 135 137 138 140 
1gt 143, 144, 148, 149 152, 153 
154 160 161 165 167 170, 472 177 
180 82 285 186 18890 192 197 
200 203,206 211 212 213,215 216 
217 218 219 222 224 229 230 231 
233,235,239 240,241 243 244 246 
249 252 255, 259 261 G4 266 267 
270 273 275 279 280 4 286 287, 
297 302, 303,305 308,309 311 313, 
314 315 318 319 322 323 325 332, 
334 339,341,346 353 355,357 362, 
368 372 374,381 382 386 387,394 
417 418 424 435 436 49 450 461 
65, 468, 477 482 484,489 490, 491 
495 497,504 509, 518,520 524 525, 
527,528 530 535 540 550,571 578, 
620, 621 


Muslims and Nationalism 136 


Muslim Chamber of Commerce 71 13, 


14 21 Muslum Councu of Rajkot 370 
Muslim Gnevances against Congress 
rule, 1937 39, Reports of ML Inquiry 
Commutee 548 551 


Muslun League, (AI) xxn xxi, xXxIV 


XAVI AAVIL, AXVisd, AXIA, AXA, AXA, AMAL, 
AAAIV,AXAVY AAAVI, XARAVH AAAWH al, 


Parliamentary Board 44 58 64 65 67 
73 74 81 83 86 88 89,91 97, 101 
105, 109 128 129 176, 177 Central 
Parliamentary Board Rules 40 50 
Parliamcntary Board xxvin 46 57 58 
59 64, 65 74,81 88 108 126 128 
129 132 125 226 248 542 
Parliamentary Board Members 46 47 
Council resoluuon on Jinnah s services 
21 27 \Leonomic Programme 
Commiutice 617 Lucknow Session 176, 
178 179 180 181, 182 Mcumbers of 
the Lxecutirve Council 256, 257 
Parliamentary Panty 132 Policy and 
Programme for elections 1936 
(Manifesto) 53 Provincial 
Parllamcntary Boards 44 59 85 96 
Resolutions Council Mectings 
members present 590 591 592, 593 
596 600 601, 602,603 610 611,613 
618 620 624, 625, 626 627 
Resoluturons Cxecutive Commiutice 
(Working Committee) Mccetings 
members present 629-653 etic rules 
resolution, policy and programme 
48-54, UP dissenters 58 Working 
Commitice members 354, Working 
Committee considered evil 
disobedience against Wardha Scheme 
on the request BPML 644, Working 
Commitice resolution grave concer on 
Home Minister conference 322, 
Council resolutions on Palestine 322 


remove ban on Khaksar's organisation 
501, 502, resoluuon on Sikander Hyat 
324 Council resoluuon Urdu 322, 
Council resolution Vidya Mandir 
Scheme 322 Council resolutson 
Wardha Scheme 326 


Muslim League Documents xx1v, xxv, 
xxavu xxix, 849 


Muslim Majlis 66 87, 88, Musiim Mass 
contact 208 283 615 Muslim Nauonal 
Guards 196, 377, 617 618, 642 
Mushm Pany 87 360 Muslim 
Persona) law 310 Muslim Press 
Jinnah’s appeal for fund 153 283 378, 
483 Muslun Students Club Gaya 224 
Muslim Students conference 294 
Muslim Students | ederation Bihar 185 
362 450 Mushm Students League 
Lahore 17 224 Muslim University 210 
239 469 581 Muslim view of Nchm 
Repon 527 


Muslun Sufferings under congress Rule 
551 


Musluns and Indian Nationalism The 
Emergence of the Demand for India s 
Partisson 1928-40 — 1 


Muslum University Magazine 239 


Musiims wn India A_ Biographical 
Dictionary 541 551, 858 


Mussolim Benno b Italy 1883 hahian 
dictator, founded the Italian Tascist 
Pany his black shins marched on 
Rome 1922 appointcd Prime Minister 
by the King the same year assumed 
dictatorial powers attacked and 
annexed Abyssinia 1936 and Albania 
1939 entered Second World War 
1940 = Forced to resign following 
Allicd invasion of Siily 1943 was 
arrested but rescued by Germans the 
same year, arresicd by Italians along 
with other I ascists 1945, was shot and 
killed after tna) 1945 — 29, 41 


Mustafa Rais, Shah Muhammad 220 
Muzaffamagar 699, 763, 764 
Muvzaffaruddin 214 


Mymensingh 112, 113 
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My Political Memoirs or Autobiography 
(NB Khare) 703 


Mymensingh Municipal clecuon 831, 843 
Mysore 346 700 776 781,782, 837 


N 


Nabha, Maharaja of 18 

Nabha Day 1923 18 

Nabidad, Alt Muhammad Khan 290 
Nadir Jchan of Sconi (Miss ) 584 


Nagpur 103, 108 109 320 340 486 636 
638 718,722 759,786 787, 791, 802, 
809 811 816 


Naidu Saronni 516 518, 615 683 694 
701,706 713 774 775 780 783 789 
797 803 807,808 809 815, $22 823 
831 842 describes Jinnah as 
‘ambassador of Hindu Mushm unity’ 
390, 


Naik, Dhundiray Mahadeo 676 
Naik Waman Rao 657 
Naumatullah SM 193 
Namuddin, AD 423 

Naim ul Haq 464 


Nairang, Syed Ghulam Bhik b 1876, edn 
Govemment College, Lahore practised 
law at Ambala 1900, President, 
Anjuman 1 Islamia, Ambala 1917 43, 
Gencral Secretary, Central Jamaat-1- 
Tabhghul Islam set up to counter 
Shudiu movement 1923, Member of 
Gencra] Council, Anjuman 1 Humayat- 
1 Islam, Lahore, of Nadwatul Ulema, 
Lucknow of All India Mushm 
Educational Conference, of Court and 
Exccutive Council Aligarh Mushm 
University, of ML Commutice, AIML 
session Delh: 1924 of Central 
Commuice to formulaic a scheme of 
constitutional reforms AIMI session, 
Delhi 1926, Member, Indian 
Legislauve Assembly 1934, re-elected 
1946 Deputy Leader ML pany 1938- 
42 Member, Pakistan Constitutional 
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Assembly till his death in 1952 — 
591, 609 


Nanak Guru (founder of Sikhism) 498 
Nand Prof Hara 498 

Nanpara Raja of 83 

Naoroy1, Dadabhai 288 


Naqoosh e Quaul i Azam Tributes by 
Workers of | reedom Movement (Urdu) 
322 


Naqvi Sycd Taqi Hadi 548 


Narayan, Jayprakash 656, 661 688 693 
740 763, 815 


Nariman, KT 683 719 722 744 752 
TST 763 766 


Nasar MA 196 
Nasirullah Nawabcada K 66 


Natal Muslims pray for Ataturk Iqbal & 
Jinnah s long Ife 498 


Nath, Rajya Narendra b 1864, edn 
Calcutta and Lahore’ Assistant 
Commissioner, Gurdaspur 1887 
Depuiy Commissioner Montgomery 
1895 and Commissioner Lahore 1911 
representcd the Landlord s constituency 
in the Punjab Legislative Council 
1921 37 President, All India Hindu 
Mahasabha Conference 1927 and 
President Punjab Provincial Hindu 
Sabha, attended the Round Table 
Conference 193031 d 1945 ~— 34 
540 


Nationa] Agncultural Party 58 
Nauonal Corporauon of Pakistan 510 


Nauonal Educauon (Congress policy) 
671 672 


National Liberal Federation 528 


Nationalist Musiums — camp followers of 
the British and the Elindu 368 


Nauve States Hindus Muslims and 
Batish 186 


Nawab, Mubarak 224 


Nawab Hamidullah Khan of Bhopal b 
1894 edn Aligarh Mushm University 
{only university graduate among 
Pnnces) succeedcd his mother 1926, 
delegate to the first two sessions of the 
Indian Round ‘lable Conference 1930- 
1 Chancellor, Aligarh Muslim 
University 1930 35 Chancclilor of the 
Chamber of Princes 1931 32 and 1944 
47 d 1960 — 98 


Nawab of Bugt 782 


Nazimuddin Al Hay Khwaja Sirb 1894 
edn MAO College Algarh Dunstans 
Grammar School, England and I rinity 
Jal Cambridge Member, Bengal 
I xecutave Council May 1934 Ifome 
Munister Govemmcnt of Bengal April 
1937 ccsigned December 1941 I cader 
MI Parhtamentary Party Bengal and 
Leader of Opposition in Bengal 
Legislative Assernbly 1942 1943 Chicf 
Minisicr Bengal Apnl 1943 March 
1945 visited USA as membcr Indian 
Govemment I ood Delegation 1945 46 
represented India at League of Nations 
Gencva 1945 Deputy Leader MI 
Parliamentary Party tn Indian 
Legislative Assembly 1946 renounced 
uuUcs 1946 Member AIMI Working 
Commiuce 1947 Pome Mimsicr East 
Pakistan 15th August 1947, 
Govemor Gencral, Pakistan 1951, 
Pome Minister Pakistan October 
1951 53 d 1964 — 83 98 202 251 
256, 322, 354, 508, 617,628 639, 648, 
649 652 


Near East 287, 306, 359 377 367 467, 
642 


Neel: Poshak 13, 45 
Negrocs in America 192 205, 223 


Nehru Pandit Moulal b Decthi 6 May 
1861 Member, UP Legistaiive 
Council 1909 founded the 
Independent 1919 President, Congress 
sessions at Amritsar 1919 and Calcutta 
1928 parucipated in Non Cooperation 
Movement 1920, impnsoned 1921-22 
and 1930 organised Swarajya Party 
wih CR Das and playcd umportant 
role as its leader in the Central 
Legislature 1923 aticndcd Al} Partics 


Conference, Delhi February March 
1928 appoinicd its President and 
author of ‘Nchm Repon’, d 1931 — 
19, 753, 764 


Nehru J Essays on Communal Award 191 
Nehru, Mrs Kamala 21, 26, 599, 653, 764 


Nehru Pandit Jawaharlal b 1889 edn 
Harrow and Cambndge University 
Inner Temple joined Gandhi s Non 
Cooperation Movement, 1920 
associated with nationalist, labour and 
peasant movements umprisoned on 
numerous occassions for pohucal 
acuivies, President Indian Nauonal 
Congress 1929 1936 1937 1946 and 
1951 54 joincd Indian I[nterzm 
Govemment Scpiember 1946, Pnme 
Manister, India August 1947 ull his 
death in 1964 — 21 57 63 106 108, 
110,116 118 120 140 142 143 154 
155 156,161 183 185 19! 201 202 
207 217 218 231 238 244 263 314 
340 341 43 383 395 405 419 421 
424 433 434 437 438 468 495 510 
516 518 599 601 631 653 657 665 
694 706 708 713 


Nehru Repon 32 527 528 581 612 
Nehru, Shrimatuu Swaruprant 667, 772 
New Era 427 

New York Tunes 358, 384 


News Chronicle Gandhi's message 419 
420, 459 


Nigam Mohesh Prasad 676 
Nikhil Banga Proya Knshak Samiuty 85 89 
Niugn Siates 346 785 


Nishtar, Sardar Abdur Rab b 1899 edn 
Edward s College, Peshawar and 
Muslim University Aligarh Membr 
NWIP Legislauve Assembly 1937 
Munster I inance, NWI P 1943 45 lost 
1945 Assembly elections on ML ucket 
ML delegate to Simia talks with 
Cabinct Mission 1946, Member for 
Communications (Pons and = Ausr) 
Intenm Government 26 October 1946, 
Member, Partition Council 
representing ML 1947 Munster of 
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Communication and Transport 
Pakistan 1947-49 and of Industnes 
1951-53 Govemor Punjab 1949-51 
Presidcnt, Pakistan Muslim League 
1956 d 1958 — 98, 510, 602 603 


Nizam This Exaltcd Highness 366 390 


391 392 618 622 649 


Noman Muhammad b Bhopal 1914 edn 


Musiunm Universiy Aligarh, Founder 
Organising Secretary AIMSF 1937 
Gencral Secretary 1938 Vice 
President 1942 44 jomed Information 
Bureau, Hyderabad 1944, after the fall 
of Hydcrabad (1949) put im gall, 
relcased on condiuon that he would 
immediately Ieave the State migrated 
to Pakistan 1949 publication Muslun 
India — Rise and Growth of the All 
India Mushm League d 1972 — 202, 
239, 320, 590 600, 651 


Noon Malik Sir Muhammad FPirov Khan 


b 1893 cdn Atchison Coilcge 
Lahore Wadham College Oxford and 
Inner Tcmple Member, Punjab 
Legislatrve Council 1920 1936 
Minister for Local Sclf Govemment in 
the Unionist Ministry, Punjab 1927- 
1930 Member AIMI Council 1927 
and 1946 Minister for Education 
Punjab 1931 1936 Indian IIitgh 
Commissioncr in London 1936 41 
Member for Labour Viccroy s 
Exccutrve Council 1941 42, Defence 
Meimbcr July 1942 — August 1945, 
delegate to UN Conference San 
Francisco 1945 ML Mcmbcr Punjab 
Legislative Assembly 1946 Mcmbcr 
Pakistan Constitucnt Asscmbly and 
Punyab Legislauve Assembly 1947 50 
Govemor, East Pakistan 1950 53, 
Chicf Minister Punjab 1953 55 Pnme 
Manustcr, Pakistan 195758 d 1970 
— 15, 23, 590, 591 


Nooruddin, Khwaja b Calcutta 1900, edn 


Dovetion College and St Xaviers 
Colicge, Calcutta, joined Muslim 
leaguc 1916 Membcr Bengal 
Provincial League Council 1921 

Liccted to Calcutta Corporation 1926 
joincd Indian National Congress 1928, 
Member, Bengal Provincial Congress 
Commitice, resigned from Congress and 
Calcutta Corporation 1935, founded 
Muslim Mayjhs, invited Jinnah on 
behalf of Muslim Majlis tn Bengal 1936, 
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Secretary, Jinnah Reception 
Commitee, Calcutta, elected member 
ML Parhamentary Board, Bengal 1936, 
elected ML member, Bengal 
Legislauve Assembly 1946 resigned 
his seat 1947 — 66, 70,76 83 107 


Nofficid Lord 442 


Nune, MY 6b 1895 edn MAO 
College, Aligarh and Grays Inn called 
to Bar n 1927 Member AH india 
Khilafat Committee presided over first 
AU India Muslim Youths Conference 
Bombay 1932 Chairman Reception 
Committee Gujarat Political 
Conference 1933 Minister, Public 
Works Govemment of Bombay 
1937 39 — 125 126 130 


Nuruddin KB Maulvi 624 


N WFP member ML Parl Board 4 7 
128 129 177 178 188 189 246,259 
282,321 322,335,336 400,467 469 
477 484 492 519 520 523 525 528 
529 555,631,653 659 662 684 689 
759,760 766,776 778, 780, 822 


Nurunnabi, F 77 
Nur ur Rahman 71 


Oo 


Obeidullah, Maulvi 698 
O Dwyer, Sir Michacl 845 


Ogilvie, Charles Macivor Grant b 1891 
edn U[xcter College Oxford and 
Corpus Chnsu Coilege Cambndge 
joined ICS 1914 Deputy 
Commissioner Gurdaspur 1919 20 and 
Shahpur 1922 23 Admunistrator, Nabha 
State 1923 24 Deputy Commissioner 
Lahore 1925 28 Home Sccretary, 
Punjab Government 1929 31, I nance 


Secretary Punjab Government 
1933 36 Secretary, Defence 
Govemment of India 1937-45 d 1967 
—317 


O Neill Sir Hugh 445, 464 


Onssa 48 84, 128, 129, 467, 535, 548, 
639, 648, 759,779 785, 806, 818 825 


Osman Qazi Syed Shah Md 77 
Osman, S M_ 107, 202, 214 
Osmam Maulana Shaig Ahmed 202, 214 


Osmania University Union, Jinnah's 
address 198, 390 


Ouama, U (Rew ) 817 

Ottawa 68, 71 

(The) Outlook Now A Summary 473 
(The) Oxford History of Indika From the 


Larkest Tunes to the Lnd of 191] — 
545 


P 


Pacha Allouba, 272 

Pact Committee (Jaipur, Rajkot) 370 
Padshah, Mahmood 600 

Pakistan 45 381 


Pakistan in the Making Documents and 
Readings 544 547 


Pakistan Scheme 450 
Palamau 550 


Palestine (British policy) (MI Resolunon) 
57 158 179 181 182 230 272, 273 
274 286 287,308 312, 313,322 330 
344 377 453,455,491 506 507 S75 
582 621 641 669 704 764 774 793, 
800, 801 Palestine Arab Higher 
Committee s cable to Jinnah 348, 349, 
575 Palestine Conference 344 348, 
349, 351 Palesuune Day 57 286, 611, 
Palestune Fund 376 377, 623 641 
Palestine Report 158, Palestine 
Resoluuon 93 331 


Palu, Benoyendranath 835 
Pandya, Mohanlal 653 

Panch 448 

Paniza1, K B Abdullah Jan 619 


Pant Pandit Govind Ballabh 342, 683, 
694 723, 735, 741, 749 825, 826 


Parakasam, T 684 


Paramount Power 365, 366, 372, 378, 380, 
618, 643 


Parliamentary Commutice of Defence in 
Palestane 272 


Parliamentary Government 206, 382,385 
Parmanand, Bhai 120 505 


Parsees (Parsis) 78 79 206 297, 400 
430 489 


Parshad, Sir Jagdish b 1880 Magistrate 
and Collector 1903 21 Secretary to 
Govemment of UP 1921 27 andits Chief 
Secretary 1927 31 Home Member UP 
Government 1933 Member Viceroy’s 
Councit 1935-40 — 174 


Pasha Nahas 791 
Patel, MI 125, 126 
Patel, MM 125 
Patel, Rajab Ali 676 


Patel Sardar Vallabhbha: b 1875, 
Barmster at Law, youned Indian National 
Congress took leading part mm the 
Bardolt Satyagraha movement Gandhi 
gave hun the ude of Sardar, Congress 
President 1931 Home Member, Indian 
Interim Government 1946 Home 
Munster and Deputy Pnme Minister of 
India 1947 50 d 1950 — 199, 299, 
345,365 370 423,471 615 618 688, 
694,701, 706, 713, 735,742 749 759 
774,775 776,777 778 780 782 783, 
786,789 797,803 808 809, 815,822 
823, 825, 831, 837, 842 


Pathans 282, 332, 467, 506 

Pathway to Pakistan 287, 322 

Patnala, Maharaja of 315, 377 

Pau S K 693 

Patna 184 185 188 193, 194 195, 202, 
203 320 322, 326, 327, 334, 335, 336, 
337 338 340 350, 364, 423, 468, 486, 
500, 549 550, 616 617 638 


Patwardhan, Achyut 676 688, 694 774 
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Peel, Lord 158 

Peer Bakhsh 98 

Penny, JD 508 

Permanent settlement 86, 88 106 

Persia 327 

Peshawar 98, 99, 321 

Pethick Lawrence [Trederick Williarn b 
1871 edn [Eton and Tnnity College 
Cambridge called to the Bar, owner 
and editor Echo 1902 5 conscientious 
objector dunng 1914-18 war Labour 
Member of Parliament 1923 31, re- 
elected 1935, Secretary of State for 
India and Burma 1945 resigned 1947, 
baron, Ied Cabinet Mission to India 
1946 publication Fate Has Been Kind, 
d 1961 — 855 

Pein, Dinshaw 430 

Phookan Toram Ram 813 

Pillai Chidambaram 657 

Pioneer (Allahabad) 232, 237 

Pur Bux Malik 47 

Plan Mr Jinnah 5i0 

Poker B, 46 

Poland 191 388, 494 552 

Porbunder 442, 444, 448 

Poriugucse 494 

Prakasa Sn 683 775 

Prakash Indra 492 

Prasad, Babu Nawal Kishore 193 

Prasad, Babu Rajendra b 1884, edn 
Presidency College, Calcutta, 
Professor, University Law College, 
Calcuua 1914 16, Member, Senate, 
Patna University, Lawyer, Calcutta and 
Patna High Courts 1911-16 and 
1916 20 Joined Gandhi in Champaran 


Agrarian Movement, suspended 
practice as lawyer and jomed Non Co- 
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Operation Movement 1920, President, 
Indian Nauonal Congress 1934, 1939, 
1947-48, unprisoned for taking part in 
Qui India Movement 1942-1945 
President, Indian Constituent 
Assembly, December 1946-50; First 
President Republic of India 1950-62, 
d 1963 —1,8,139 152 156 159,169 
163, 164 217,218, 389,395 403 405 
407 409 421 422 489, 491, 567,568, 
656, 661 689,694 701,706,708 710, 
712 713, 720, 723 733, 735, 737, 738, 
740,749, 759,764 776,777 780, 783, 
784,789 803,804 807 808 809 818 
831 842, 844 


Prasad, Jaashankar 667 
Pratap, Mchandra 698 


Presidennal Address specia) session All 
India Mushm League, Calcutta 241 
Presidentsalt Address, AI] India Muslim 
League Patna Session 26 29 
December 1938 327-33, 1940 Lahore 
session 486-495 


Press 342 343, 344, 370 380° Press 
Propaganda Fund 442, 443, 448 


Pnvy Councd 212, 423, 540; Pnvy 
Council Judgement (Shahidgany 
Mosque) 539 


Proya Mandal 345 
Pro Jew British 93 
Proya Panty 74 87 
Protestant 172 


Provincial Autonomy (1935 Act) 37,385, 
AT2 


Provincial Muslim League conference 
(Sind) 295 


Provincial Parhamentary Board 44 350 


Punjab 1,2 12, 13,15 21 25,27 33 34, 
46, 67, 83 84,92, 93,95, 96, 128, 129, 
188 189,200 202, 233, 242, 249, 250 
296 261 273 279 284,290 297,311, 
322, 313,314,315, 324 325, 350,351, 
361 364,371,433 467 482, 485, 492, 
oe 501, 53, 507, 511, 527, 528, 541, 
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PunjabmemberML Parl Board 47, Punjab 
Legislauve Assembly 314, 315 Punjab 
Legislauve Council 15 Punjab Muslim 
League Parliamentary Board 90- Punjab 
ML. Parhamentary Board 90, 350 
Punjab Politics 96, Punjab Provincial 
ML 250, Punjab Unity Conference 766 

Punjab Muslun Students Federation An 
Annotaied Documentary Survey 
1937-47 — 175 


Purna Swaray (sclf government) 177, 439 
672 714 715 801, 833 


Pumea 550 
Pym, John 473 


Q 


Qadian (East Punjab) 45 

Qadn, Syed Saghir Ali 623 

Qamar Jchan Miss 362 

Qasim ud Din Shah 227 

Qaalbash Nawab Nisar Alt Khan 20 
Qidwai, Rashid Hosain 610 


Quaid 1 Azam, the tide (the great leader) 
482, Quaid 1-Azam Academy 510 


Quaid: Azam Aur Sarhad (Urdu} 98, 
Quaid: Azam Jinnah Studies in 
Inierpretation 482, Quaidi Azam 
Mohammad Alt Jinnah Speeches 
Indian Legislative Assembly ,1935 1947 
—9 168, 172,360 615, 755, Quaid 1 
Azam Papers 125 2137, t5i 459 

Qucua 594 595 619 

Quetta Earthquake 594, 595 

Quresht Dr Ishtitaq Husain 510 


Quresh: Mrs 584 
R 


Rab Syed Ghulam 627 
Rabwa 45 


Rafique SirSyed Muhammadb UP 1863 
edn MAO College, Ahgarh Si John’s 
College Cambridge and Middle 
Temple Trustee, MAO College 
Aligarh 1897 Member UP Legislative 
Council November 1909, Additional 
Judicial Commissioner Awadh 1911 
Judge High Court Allahabad 1912 23 
represented India at the League of 
Nations 1924 nominated Membcr 
Council of State for a few months in 
1924 Member Council of Sccretary of 
Suate for India 1925 29 d 1929 —T1 


Rahitlla Khatoon (Miss) 584 


Rahimtoola, Sir Fazal Ibrahim b 1895 
edn St XAavicrs High School and 
Colicge Bombay and Poona Law 
College Mcmbecr Hay Inquiry 
Committee 1929 Chairman Reception 
Commuttte of Bombay Presidency 
Muslim Lducational Conference 
President Urdu = Newspapers 
Association Member, = Indian 
Legislattve Assembly 1925 30 
Representative Bombay Govenimenton 
Commiutice of the Sir Harcoun Buuer 
lechnological Institution to advise 
Geovemment of UP Member Central 
Broadcasung Advisory Council 
appomtcd Acting President Indian 
Tanff Board 1932 and 1935 chkectud 
MLA 1937 Kt 1946 Mcembcr, 
Bombay | egislatiwe Council 1948, d 
1977 — 125 130 847 


Rahman Col A 607 
Rahman, ACR 196 


Rahman Khalilurb 1897 edn Training 
Academy, Monghyr and MAO 
College, Aligarh Assistant Registrar, 
High Court of Judicature at Paina 
1935 38, Deputy Registrar 1939 42 
Deputy Legal Remembrancer, 
Govemments of Bihar and Onssa 1942 
and 1943 Assistant Sessions Judge 1944 
and 1945, Sccretary, Government of 
Bihar Legislative Department Patna 
— 214 324 


Rahman, Laufur 320 528 625 
Rahman M A 317, 322 


Rahman, Maulvi Muzibar (Muyjibur) 76 
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Rahman, Muyibur 66 


Ra Prof Lala Laypat b Punjab 1865, 
lawyer an Arya Samayst, deported 
under Regulation I] to Burma 1907, 
President Calcutta Session Indian 
Nathonal Congress 1920, President, 
Punjab Provincsal Political Conference 
1921 joined Non Cooperation 
Movement and took a leading part in 
organising the boycott movement 
against the Simon Commission and diced 
of inyuncs caused by police charge in 
Lahore 1928 — 29 492 851 


Rajyagopalachanar Chakravarti b 1879, 
edn Bangalore Presidency College and 
Law College, Madras joined bar 1900 
joined Non Coopcration Movement 
1920 ediucd Gandhi s paper Young 
India during latttrs impnsonment 
Sccretary, Indian Nauuonal Congress 
1921 22 Chicf Mimster Madras 
19379 Membcr, Viccroy s Council 
1946 47 Governor West Bengal, 
August 1947 Acting Govemor 
Gencral India November 1948 50- 
Chicf Minister of Madras 1952 54 d 
1972 — 471, 473, 489, 683 688, 713 
720 735 738 808 822 824 825 830 
$37, 841 858 


Rajah MC 473 

Rajan Dr 738 739 

Rayjavi 545 

Rajendra Prasad formula 166 167 

Rayt Maharao Vyaya 860 

Rajkot, 345 359, 365 366, 367 370, 381, 
383, 439, 440, 448 486, 617 Rajkot 
Consutuuonal Reforms Commiuttec 365, 
374 618 Rajkot Durbar 370 Rajkot 
Musalmans 365 366 370 372 


Rajputana Muslim Students Federation 
362, 363, S55 


Rajshahi 834 
Ram Balak 30 


Ramgarh (Bihar) 468, 681,712 838, 843, 
844 


Ram Lal, Jusuce S08 
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Ram, Raja 791 

Ram, Rallia K L 24 

Ram, Shn 498 

Ramzan (Muslim fasung month) 398, 412 

Ramleh 158 

Ranchi 50 

Ranchalal, Seth 852 

Rangoon nots 27) 

Rao, Bahadur 473 

Rao E Raghavendra 737 

Rao, K Nageswar 683 

Rao Shn Buchi Sunder 667 

Rashidi Syed Ah Muhammad b Sind 
1915, no formal College education 
journalist and politician, editor, Sind 
Zarmundar 1929 31 Daily Sutarak Sind 
1931 37, Masiem Voice 1940 45 and 
Dally Qurbani 1946-47 editor, Daily 
Sind Observer 1948 53 Minister for 
Revenue, Health and Information, Sind 
Government 1953 55 Member, 
National Assembly 1955 57 Maunister 
of State for Information and 
Broadcasung Pakistan August 1955 
September 1956, Pakistan Ambassador 
to Philippines Scptember 1957 d 
1987 — 622 

Rashiduddin 576 

Rasool, Ghulam 601 

Rasool Syed Eizac 590 610 

Rasul A 767 

Rau, B Raja 676, 784 

Rau N VL Narasimha 722 

Rau, K Nageshwar 676 

Ray, Kiransankar 683 

Razah,MA 83 


Razzaque, M A 47, 624 


Reading Lord, Rufus Daniel Issacs, first 
Marquess of b 1860: Solicttor-General 
1910 Auomey-General 1910-13 Lord 
Chief Justice 1913 21, Ambassador at 
Washington 1918 Viceroy of India 
1921-26 led the Bnush Liberal party 
delegation to the three sessions of the 
Indian Round Table Conference 1930- 
32 member of the Joint Parliamentary 
Commitee on Indian Constitutional 
Reform 1933-34 Foreign Secretary 
1931 d 1935 — 37, 856 


Reid Sir Robert Niel 857 

Report of the indian Sandhurst Commillee 
9 

Report of the National Guards Commutiee 
650 

Report of the Palestine Committee 634 

Report of the Publicity Committee of the 
Bihar Provincial Muslun League on 
Some Grievances of the Musiims 1938 


1939 (Sharecf Report) 549 551 


Resolutions of the All India Muslun League 
January 1944 — December 1946 849 


Riaz Syed Hasan 548,578 583,607, 609 
623 


Ripon Marquess 855, 856 

Ruzwanullah 450 

Road to indian Freedom The Formation 
of the Government of India Act 1935 
— 530 

Rolland Monsicur Romain 654, 733 

Roman Cotholics 172 

Rosbery Earl 854 


Round Table 1934 39 (ed by Hodson) 
339 


Round Table Conference xxn xxx14, 24, 
25, 51, 75, 90, 115, 116, 117, 189,191, 
233, 308, 345,352 530, 534, 564 

Roy, B B Prof, 76 


Roy, Dr Bidhan Chandra 706 807, 808, 
809, 815, 822, 825, 831, 835, 837 


Roy, Basanta Kapoor 545 546 
Roy Basanta Kumar 698 

Roy Kiron Shanker 676 835 
Roy SC 70 

Roy SN 721 


Royal Commission on Bihar Congress 
Miunistnes 423 445, 464, 465, 627 


Royal Commission on Palestine 158 181, 
182 S75 


Rudolph, Lord Michael Herbert 857 
Runpur State tragedy 805 806 


S 


Saadullah SirSyed Muhammadb Gauhatt 
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Shaukat Ali Maulana b Rampur 1873 
cdn MAO College Aligarh 1888 
Assistant Opium Agent Goverment 
Opium Dcpanmcent for 17 years sought 
premature retirement one of the 
founders of Anjuman Khuddam 
Kaaba 1913, and us Joint Secrctary 
Helped his brother tn managing his 
Papers and iniemid along with him 
May 1915, mlcased December 1919, 
aliended INC & AIMI Sessions 
Amritsar Secretary, Central KAidafat 
Commiutice lebruary 1920 President 
Khilafat Conference Hyderabad (Sind) 
prosccuted along with his brother 
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years’ RI released 29 October 1923 
presided over annual session All India 
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Singh, Pratap 676 
Singh Pnthvi 698 
Singh Pyarclal 786 
Singh Ramsundcr 733 
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Bengal Legrslattve Council 1921, 
Manistcr for Labour Commerce Rural 
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Member Sind Ligislauve Assembly 
1937 and 1946 Chairman Reception 
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Secretary, Sind Awami Party 
President Sind Provincial ML 
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downfall of 1 eague Ministry undcr Sur 
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publicanons about 60 poetical and 
numerous prose works including 
novels short stones, essays, sermons, 
dramas, elc, was also a music 
composer having wniien and set to 
music over 3000 songs d 194} —545, 
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india xlu, xv 4, 60 145 276 297 
398 on Khaksar 398 

Tirath, Swami: Ram 498 
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357 359 379 420 440 477 482 483 
489 495,578 613 
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Constitution What Muslun India and 
lis Leader Mr MA Jinnah Think 495 

Wardha 193 254 282 283, 311,323,326 
329 378 379 389 396 411,465,486 
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Wavell, Mield Marshal Archibald Percival 
b £883 edn Winchester College 
RMC Sandhurst, Staff Colicge served 
S Afnean War Indian Fronticr 1908 
European War 191418 served in 
France 1914 16 ADC General to the 
King 1941 43 Viccroy and Govemor 
General of India 1943 47 Publications 
The Palestine Campaigns 1928 
Generals and Generalship i941 
Speaking Generally {he Goad Solder 
d 1950— 856 


Wasinstan 274 287 467, 626 
Webb Alfred 850 

Wedderbum William 850 851 
Westminstcr Abbey 410 470 474 


White Papcr (Act 1935)655 White Paper 
on Palestine 376 641 


Who Was Who 858 


Willingdon Frceman Thomas | reemen 
first Marquess of Willingdon b 1866 
edn Eton and Innity College, 
Cambridge liberal Member of 
Parhament 1900 10 Baron 1910 
Govemor of Bombay 1913 18 of 
Madras 1919 24 Viscount 1924 
Govemor General of Canada 1926 30, 
Viceroy of India 1931 6 Earl 1931 
Marquess 1936 d 1941 —594 856 


Wilson R 317 
(The) Windsor Story 853 


Women (Ladies) atend ML meeting 220, 
221, 227 


Wood, Sir Charles 855 

Woodhead, Sir John Ackroyd 857 
World Peace Congress 658 739, 741 
World War I 39 


Wyhe Sir Francis V 857 


Y 


Yakub, Maulvi Sir Muhammad b 1879 
edn MAO College Aligarh President 
AIMI session Calcutta December 1927 
— January 1928, Membcr Indian 
Legislative Assembly 1924 38 
Deputy President 1927-30 President 
1930 Secretary, AIML 1930 35 
officiated as Member Commerce and 
Industncs Government of India 
January March and June July 1938, 
Mumber, Council of State 1938 42 
Reforms Adviser to the Nizam 
Govemment since 1941 d 1942 — 
xxv1 21, 524 573 574,591 596,598 
848 849 


Ychya Maulana Muhammad 214 
Young Muslim Brotherhood 61 199 
Young, Sir Douglas 508 540 


Yousuf Muhammad xxvur 58 574 590 
591 


Younus Muhammad b 1884 edn Pama 
and England joincd the Iligh Coun of 
Judicature in London and later 
Calcutta and Paina High Courts 
Member Indian National Congress and 
its subjects commuttee 1909 submitcd 
his suggestion on constitutional 
reforms to | ord Minto and worked for 
the creation of separate province of 
Bihar elected to the Imperial 
Legislative Council 1916 and to Bihar 
and Onssa Legislative Council 1921, 
Pertucipated in the Khilafat movement 
and Non Cooperation Movement 
Promicr of Bihar 1937 started Paina 
Funes d 1952 — 214 


Yule George 850 

Yusufi Maulana Allah Bux 47 
Yusuf Seth Hay) Muhammad 214 
Yusuf, Sir Muhammad 58, 135 


Zz 


Zahecr Syed Ahb UP 1896 eldest son of 
late Sir Syed Wavsir Hasan edn MAO 


College Aligarh Canning College 
Lucknow Law Collcge Alluhabad and 
Oxford, callud to the Bar (Middle 
Temple) 1922 attendcd Govt 
sponsored Conference on Mushm 
Educanon Lucknow 1934 Mcmbcr UP 
Legislatrve Council 1930 37 Icft ML 
1937 Gencral Sccretary, All Parucs 
Shia Confcrence 193746 elcctkcd 
unopposed in a by clecuon 1939 
President AL India Shia Political 
Conference 1941 and 1945 Mcmber 
forLaw Posts and Air Nchn s Interum 
Cabinct 1946 resigned October 1946 
d 1980 — 58 


Zaidi AA 850 


Zadi, AM andSG 496,516 653 667, 
681 683 688 706 714 730,789 797 
807 844 


Zainulabedin, Syed 47 

Zakana Mrs SM 77 

Zakir Husain Commuttce Report 543 
Zaman Mukhtar xliv 

Zaman SA 602 

Zamundar Party 541 

Zamiruddin Syed 193 550 


Zanzibar 168, 169 656, 667 6638, 699 
755, 763, 764, 773, 780 Zanzibar 
Indian commercial mterest 168 169 


Zavery Hays Abubakker 444 


Zetland, Lord b 1876 cdn Harrow 
Trinity Colicge Cambridge Mcmbcr, 
Royal Commission on the Public 
Service in India 1912 14 Govemor 
Bengal 1917 22 Conservative pany 
delegaic to the three sessions of the 
Indian Round Table Conference 
(1930 32) and member of the Joint 
Parliamentary Committee on Indian 
Constitutional Reform 1933 34, 
Secretary of State for India 1935-40 
and Secretary of State for Burma 
1937 40, publication Lssayez,d 1961 
— xxvu xl 137 178 392, 496 583, 
754,758 845 855 Zetland Collecuon 
xl Zetland to Linlithgow al, Zetland to 
Lothian xl 
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Ziauddin 214, 581, 586, 618 
Zaauddin, Mian (Peshawar) 321 
Zia-ul-Haq 366 

Zubarr Shah Muhammad 524 
Zubaida Inam xliv 

Zubain Hula] Ahmad 590, 598, 599 
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